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THE KU-KLUX CONSPIRACY. 



This report eousiyts of lUirteeii volumos. 

Volume I coutains the report of the committee and the views of the minority. 

Volume II contains the testimony taken "by the committee in relation to Xorth Caro- 
liua, and the rei)ort of the trials in the Ignited >States circuit court held at Ralei<^h, 
North Carolina. 

Volumes III, IV, and V contain testimony taken liy the ct)mmittee in relation to 
8outh Carolina, and the report of the trials in the United States circuit court held at 
Columbia, South Carolina. Index to the three volumes is contained in volume III. 

Volumes VI and VII contain testimony taken ^y tlie committee in relation to Gear- 
gia. Index is contained in volum(^ VL 

Volumes VIII, IX, and X contain testimony taken l>y the conunitt<M3 in relation U) 
Alabama. Index is contained in volume VIII. 

Volumes XI and XII contain testimony taken by the committee in relation to ^Mis- 
sissippi. Index is contained in volume XI. 

Volume XIII contains miscellaneous testimony taken by the conunittee, testimony 
in relation to Florida, and miscellaneous documents. 



A. 

ABERCROMBIE, ROBERT H., testimony of. 1103-1 1 J 3 

resident of Tii>kegee, Jlaeuii County; native ot" the State; a lawyer ]103 

a democrat ; was in ihe confederate ani^v 1111 

particulars of the attack on James il. xVlston. and the riot growing out of it, 1104,1105, 

lins, UU9, 1110, 1113 

character of Alston and Bill Dougherty 1106, 1107 

inflammatory speeches nuide by Alston IIOH 

perfect quiet, peace, and liarniouy now prevail between the whites and blacks 
in Macon Ooiiniy ; reduction in tlie number of votes since the attack on 

Alston : ^ nil 

a large number of democratic negroes in Macon'County 1111, 11 1'i 

reason lor this change of ])olitics ; rehitive party vote 111'^ 

Abrahams, Judge, efforts to get him out of ollice 1777, 177?^, 177i.) 

Abrahams, Judge, how ho obtained his office 177D, 17H0 

ABRAHAMS, WILLIAM THOMAS, testimony of ..137e-13>7 

resident of McKiuley, ]Marengo County; a physician; was justice of the 

peace 137 s 

was president of tlie Loyal League of McKinley ; was not a re;Hiljlicau 13.^'J 

his object in joining 13^'^, V^>^^ 

his vote for ^Ir. Hay his ou\y republican one" 13r4 

the couLty has always been peaceable and quiet, with the usmil exceptions of 

hiwiessness 137?^, 137*J 

serious disturbance of the peace of xdcKinley threatened on the l-1th of Octo- 
ber, li"71, in connection with political meeting to be addressed by William 

B.Jones 1379, 1350, 13<bl 

steps taken to preserve the peace at meeting to be held October tiS, 1871, to be 

addressed by W.B.Jones 1380,1381 

character and objects of Mr. Jones 1381, 1385, 1386, 1387 

Union League existed in Marengo in 1^67, and continued but a short time; its 

nature, object, A c 138'i, 1383, 1384 

purposes of the negroes in assenibling at McKinley 1379, 1380, 1384, 13*:5 

several democratic negroes in McKiuley ; had a club in 1868 numbering sixty 

or seventy 1386 

general beliavior of the negroes quiet and orderly 1387 

Acklyn, Peter, hanging of 020 

Adams, Bill, killing of negro, by 1043,1044 

ADLER, EMANUEL, testimony of 1557 

resident of Demopolis ; a merchant ; 1557 

agreed to employ Mr. Neibling as book-keeper, but released him from the en- 
gagement at his own request ; was told that if he employed him it would 

injure his business " 1557 

Affidavits 146-153,576, 1185-124-i 

Alexander, Jasper, taken from jail, hanged, and shot, 1578, 1596, 1604, 1605, 1624, 1627-1629, 

1631,1671, 1798, 1799, 1808, 1809, 1904, 1905, 1956, 1964 

Alibi, the general form of defense ^ 493,539 

discharged upon defense of 535,537,538,591, 1009 

in case of Morris Dunn ^ 1923-1927 

Charles Bran 1933 

Alldredge, Edward, shooting at 756 

ALLDREDGE, ENOCH, testimony of 984-993 

resident of Blount County for thirty years ; member of the legislature 984 

a democrat ; sent to the legislature lor twenty-two sessions... 985 

character of W^illiam Shepard and Samuel Horton 984,988,989 

respecting the deformed child of Young Horton 984,985 

no difficulty in executing the law in the county ; peace and good order prevail ; 
not true that Horton was driven out of the county, but that he engaged in an 

anti-Ku-Klux raid, was indicted, and ran away 985 
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ALLDREDGE, ENOCH, testimony of— Continued. 

on this anti-Ku-Kiux raid parties were notified to leave or they would be 

hanged 9«5,036 

names of parties who so informed him ; character of the disturbances in that 

region 986 

whipping of Ilorton, and its cause 986,987 

supposes there was a Ku-Klux Klan ; character of its membership, &c.,.. .987, 988, 992 

no prejudice against white republicans 988 

knows of no Ku-Klux brought to justice; character of Captain Berry 990 

state of feeling between those who served in the Federal and confederate armies; 
James Ketchum tal^en from jail and shot; character of Thomas Nation, and 

outrage upon him by disguised men 991 

no necessity for the Ku-Klux organization ; shooting of Sheriff Murphy ; meet- 
ings for disapproval of Ku-Klux 992 

AiSton, James H., attempt to bribe 1018 

Alston, James H., character, standing, &c., off. -.1029, 1036, 1037, ] 061, 1062,1067,1068, 

1106, li07 

Alston, James H., shooting of 229, 1017, 1018, 1023, 1029, 1031, 1036, 1037, 1059, 1060, 

1061, 1068, 1069, 1091, 1092, 1094, 1096, 1097, 1104, 1 105, 1 108-1110, 1113 

ALSTON, JAMES H., (polored,) testimony of. 1016-1022 

has been living in Montgomery for sixteen months, but his home is Tuskegee . . 1016 

representative of Macon County , 1017 

was appointed to canvass the third district ; a shoemaker and a musician 1018 

a slave, and in confederate army 1019, 1020 

born in South Carolina .- 1021 

had to leave Tuskegee to keep from being shot and to keep his wife from being 
shot ; charter from the grand council of the Union League of America, con- 
stituting him and his associates a council at Tuskegee; council instituted ; 

changed to a republican club when the League died out 1017 

was shot, in June, 1870, through the blinds, by a band of men 1017, 1018 

his wife and child struck with the shot ; was offered $3,000 by Mr. Robert 

Johnson to use his influence in favor of the democrats 1018 

was influential with the colored people ; his club numbered four or five hun- 
dred; received a threatening letter from the Ku-Klux; Ku-Klux notice 

posted on the bridge lOli) 

no one punished for shooting him 1020 

waited on by a committee and ordered to leave 1021 

was pursued, took to the woods, then to the swamp, where he remained ten 

days; then walked to Montgomery 1022 

Alston, James H., wounding of wife and child of 1*018 

Amnesty, probable effect of, Hay's opinion as to 16, 21, 22 

Lindsay's 200 

Clanton's 237,243,249 

Pettus's 390,395 

Pugh's 407,412 

Speed's 425 

Richardson's 822, 848, 851 

refusal to grunt, a cause of irritation ' 34, 192,200,437 

the true policy 98 

colored people favor 455 

republican party favor 1183 

republican convention favors - 504,505 

granted by State legislature 509 

Appendix to testimony of William B. Jones 470-475 

Applegate, A. J., Ex-Lieutenant Governor, charges against 879-881 

Armfieid, Mr., implicated in the killing of Thomas 1672 

Arms, carrying of 75, 1166, 1318, 16S6, 1835, 1836 

Arms, colored people deprived of, 683, 689, 723, 743, 779, 813, 862, 863, 914, 915, 917, 927-931 , 

1162,1165,1167,1195, 1233 

Arsbern, Robert, identified by Vix * 1196 

Asheviile, disturbance at 1170, 1171, 1217-1220 

Austin, James, whipping of 722 

B. 

Baker, John, whipping of 1016 

Baker, Joseph, whipping of 1036 

Baker, Mr,, identified by Few 1083, 10o4 

Barbee, Mr., kilhng of 7J1 
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Barbee, Mr., (preacher,) whipping of - 715, 7 ]G 

Barber, Mr., killing of iWr^ 

Barnes, Mr., receives Ku-Klnx letters ir'8 

BATTLE, CIJLLEX A., testimony of _ 1059-107^ 

resident of Tuskegee, Macon County ; a major general in the confederate 

army; a lawyer ; has been engaged in planting 

live negroes arrested upon aliidavit of James H. Alston, for the outrage upon 

him ; their preliminary trial, aud what was developed therein 1051), KKH, [{■{'.[) 

largo combinations of negroes for the protection of Alston dispersed by witness 

and his organization, acting under the autliority of the sheriff ll-M) 

Alston waited on by a connnittee aud advised to leave ; contradiction of Alston's 

testimony KHU 

character of Alston 100 1, ]0(i'2, UUu, I'iVjS 

case of William Dongherty 1U()2, 1(K!5 

ho was hnng in effigy lOli-L iO^ 

attack on Zion church, and the cause of it 1063, 10G5, I'Jfid, li / 1 

Sweet Gum church hurmid ; politics of Dr.W. J. Gautier ii>()\, lr-.7 

character of William Dougherty ]0*).4, 10(i5, I ' TO 

the ne-gro(?s generally republican lOf uJ 

policy of the democrats, concilintion ; it is not very successful ; cause of the 

reduction in the colored vote of the county 1(,M;7 

no discrimination ))y juries against colored people on account of color or radi- 
cal proclivities *. lOGO, 1070 

does not believe a Ku-lvlux organization ever existed in East Alabama U>7U 

character of Mr. Ihitler and Mr. Howen; general conduct of the colored pi'0])le.. 1071 

Baxley, Mr., beaten, cut, and stablted by negroes ',)75 

Bea)uer, John, outrage on negro by 

Beu^lcy, (^aleb, wife and child, whipping of ;>.H 

Bv-aslov, Mr., raid on house of UjT% 

BE(U;s. WILLIAM, tt\stimony of I1)5:M;?:5 

resident of Livingston, Sumter Genuity ; a fanner \Sr\ 

took the census last year; is tax-collector l\ 'A 

whipping of negroes to drive them from the emi)]oy of Mr. Wiley; association 

of citizens to suppress violence and lawlessness 1954, 11^55 

killing of Goblentz ; Jasper taken from jail aud killed; i'rater rclea.'-ed from 

jail; shooting of George Houston LT.-l 

Bell, Davis, identitied by R(^ynolds il'-^-J 

Bill. Frank, beaten with aboard 

Bell, Timone, taking of gun of i)-^'7 

Jjelmont, riot at 1 15*J, 15>1, 15r«'J, IGGG, 1\>.7 

J^ENNETT, GRANVILLE, (colored,) testimony of 17ol-1745 

has lived in Sumter G(nuUy altout thirty-six years 17 1 

Mr. Anderson Young's son killed in the fall of 1^70 1735, 1743 

Dennis Sledge aud another negro killed ; Enoch Sledge (colored) wounded ; 

I>anger Godfrey's ears cut ofit" 17r)G 

Coldentz killed ; George Houston shot ; Richard Burk killed ; Isaiah Hunter 

killed and his house and body burned 17;]7 

Jerry Clark and Yardiee Ben killed ; a heap of colored pec)ple wdiipped J7;'H 

intiinidation of voters i73H. 1739, 1741, 1742, 1744 

many colored people vote the democratic ticket to live in peace; school-houses 

burned ; the people getting discouraged and talking of going to Kansas ... 1739 
the people are not as well off as they were in slavery; no one to protect them; 

dangerous to vote the radical ticket in Sumter ; Leverett whipped 1740 

no one punished by the courts for whipping or killing colored people ; inter- 
ruption of the meeting at which Governor Barsons aud Smith were speaking. 1741 

character, politics, &c., of Syd Porter 1742, 1743 

Isaiah Hunter killed 1744 

BERRY, ISAAC MARION, testimony of 7G9-7tO 

forty years old ; lives in Blount Couiuy; was six mouths in the rebel army, 

and two years in the Federal Army; a Uuion man • 7.i9 

took the census last year in Blount County 770 

many outrages in Blount County upon loyal men by disguised bands 7G9 

they commenced about the time of the presidential election ; their organization 

kept up to the present time ; outrage upon Thomas Nation "1 770 

house of James Wooden raided and his colored people run off; raid !)n Mrs. 

Russell's house 771 

whi[)pingof a girl in ^larshall County 771,772 

Thomas Pointer driven from home on account of having been a grand juror 

and in the Federal Army ; James Austin whipped 772 
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BERRY, ISAAC MARION, testimouy of— Contiuuea. 

Liua King whipped; Ku-Klnxing of the Hoitous ; killing of Sheriff Murphy. 773 
raid on house of Judge Charlton, in Summerville, Morgan County; his repub- 
licanism the cause 774 

number of outrages in Blount County 774,775 

no prosecutions for these outrages have been instituted ; Ketchum taken from 
jail and hung; strength of Ku-Klux in Blount County; Ku-Klux order 
approved by the older people ; the order too strong for the law to deal 
with ; a jury could not be impaneled without one or more Ku-Klux being 

on it 775 

churches burned ; no colored Schools in Blount County ; republicans favor and 
democrats oppose the education of negroes ; democratic opposition to fifteenth 

amendment and to equal rights for the negroes 77(5 

intimidation of voters 777 

killing of Judge Charlton 777,778,779,780 

organization of Union men against Ku-Klux, and its effect 778, 770 

disarming of negroes by disguised men 779 

Beville, Sheriff, character, standing, &e., of 1815, 1819, 1825, 1826 

Bingham, Mr., burning of house of 1293 

Binns, Mr., killing of, by Jasper Alexander 1626, 1629, 1671 

Birdsong, Mr., killing of McKee by 659 

Black Cavalry', the 1126, 1136 

Blackford, William T., character, standing, &c., of •..1475, 1484-1486,1490, 1492-1494, 

1498, 1499, 1501-1503, 1518-1520, 1523, 1524, 1588, 1589, 1855, 1856 

outrage on 1272, 1475-1478, 1483, 1484, 1493-1497, J525, 1526, 1529, 1856, 1985 

resignation from office of 1477, 148C, 1487, 1492, 1498, 1503, 1504 

renounces his political views 1492, 1499, 1500 

BLACKFORD, WILLIAM T., testimony of 1271-13('2 

resident of Greensborough, Hale County ; was probate judge ; was a physician. 1271 
has lived in the State since February, 1857 ; was a Union man ; after the seces- 
sion of the State was tried by a vigilance committee for his fidelity to the 

Union ; was surgeon in the confederate army, without a commission 1271 

special agent Post-Office Department 1291 

was not under disabilities 1300 

search made for witness by disguised men at the house of his mother-in-law, 

Mrs. L. M. Nutting, January, 1871 ; his clothing torn to pieces 1272 

his office also searched, and bis hat and some clothes taken, by the same party ; 
McCrary released from jail by them ; Mrs. Nutting's house fired into ; wit- 
ness escaped to the woods, through information received from a negro whom 

the party had captured and afterward released 1273 

was advised by a friend, a gentleman of prominence in the State, that he would 
not be permitted to hold the office of probate judge any longer, and that he 
had better resign for his personal security, and leave the country ; acceded, 
and entered into negotiations for the sale of his property ; w'as compelled to 

lie out at night 1274 

notifies Governor R. B. Lindsay by letter, and the sheriff sends a report of the out- 
rage ; who responded by asking Colonel Jones and others to organize the 

militia; no company raised 1275 

>vas waited on by a committee of citizens, and negotiations for the sale of his 
property finally effected by them through* appraisers ; titles examined and 

sale concluded, at |5,500 1275, 1276 

visits Governor Lindsay ; the conversation had ; fails to obtain protection 1276, 1299 

lies out seven nights without shelter, three of them rainy, all very cold, and eight 
or nine, part of the time in negro cabins and part in the woods ; contracted 

the erysipel&s in consequence 1277 

finally escaped to Selma, thence to Louisville 1277, 127t^ 

received eleven Ku-Klux notices in 1868 ; substance of these notices 1278 

character of the speeches made by witness during the campaign of 1868 1279, 1301 

no ground of opposition to his holding office, except that he was a republican, 

and held under the new constitution 1279 

election statistics of Hale County *. 1279, 1260 

intimidation of voters 1280, 1290 

details of organization, extent, &c., of the Ku-Klux 1280, 1282, 1283 

debate in sub-committee on the point of requiring witness to give the name of 

the party from whom he obtained this information of the Ku-Klux order 12H] 

attempted release of Peyton McDonald from the Greensborough jail by dis- 
guised men ; and of a prisoner from the Marion jail, in Perry County ; Mr. 

Williams, probate judge, Pen'y County, compelled to leave 1283 

confirmation of the truth of the statements about the Ku-Klux order 1284 
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BLACKFORD, WILLIAM T., tesllmony of— Continued. 

Dc^To pniyer-iiieetiug, Augu>t 11', IbTl, sliot into, and Fletcher (colored) 

Wounded I*2!r4 

ne^ro killed ; Pbilip Greeu'.s liou.se burned; two negroes murdered; neg-roes of 

Hale County leel entirely i :;secnre 12B5 

;i-encral reception and treatn,- nt of troops by citizens f*-iS5, I'JHG, 1287, 1297 

Mr. Cumse knocked do\\-*n ai.d cut by soldiers, for his activity at the election.. 

litienjpt to as;«assinate witnes- by s(!:ditrs 1260, 12b7 

tlje facts reported to the coniiiinndini' otiicer; imthing: done 12b7 

white people of Hale County aiid ti.e district have the same animosity to the 
(.Jovernnient of the United ►Slates that they had in l^oi ; the Government 
cursed and denounced 1267, ]26d 

they lit^ve never become ieconciIe«l to ncfrro suttrai^-e ; if they had the power 
tliey 'would repeal the lit teenth ameuduieut and ail others, and go out of the 
Government; bitter op])osition to uegru schools, and their maintenance by 
taxation ; a large number of school-houses and churches burned ; general 
treatment of the negro by the land-owners, c 1268 

aduiinistration of justice 1268, 1289 

})robable elVect of removal of disabilities . I26d, 1289 

knows not a single instance of any punishment having been inflicted on bauds 

of disguised men 1269 

labor contracts; took his stock to Kentucky: resigned his otiice before leaving 

the State ; it Avas accepted, aial a democrat appointed in his })lace 1290 

has visited Greeiasboroug'h several times on Saturday ni^ht, leaving again on 

Monday i 1291 

was recognized and threaiened while investigating a mail robbcrv at Loacha- 
^ poka - 1291,1 29*2 

viie or two route-agents run off: xdma and Meridian IJailroad Company for- 
bidden to em])loy negro iireu.m ; rouie-agents changed ; house of Mr. Bing- 
ham, po^tmiister at Talladega, burned; .Judge Luther Smith's house burned; 
i!egro taken fi om jail in Si micr Coiuity, and hung i29o 

terroiism in Fayette; general tone of the democratic pre>s as to Ku-Klux out- 
rages, and as to carpet-bagger.^ and scalawags ; invited an investigation into 
his oflicial condiict : the investigation lunl Fj94 

copy of tlie r«'i)ort nuule in his ra-c : Cieorge ISLDuskin, C. W. llalch, Arthur 
A. Smith, received Ku-Klux letters; Judge Luther Smith asked by public 
n.eerirg to resign 1295 

jirobate judge i f Choctaw received ilu-eaiening letters, and compelled to resign ; 
cfliceis of Ferry County received similar letters and tlireats ; Judge J. Q. 
Smith received a Ku-lvlux ieuer: ha.^ oiny kind feelings toward the citizens 
ui Hale County; the dilferen: es ahogether political 129G 

presided at a meeting in 16oV, oi men of all parties, to support the reconstruc- 
tion uieasures 1296, 1297 

never heard th;u the. attack nr. in him was caused by his being in bed with a 

negro wtanan ; it was not tiie lacr 1297 

lid not sell his otlice v.dien he .^vild his propeity 1298 

'.ircumstinices connected wi;li Uic ajspoimment I'f his successor 129S, 1299 

icnies presenting a letter (tf lli^ own t.> tiie govevnor recommending his sucees- 
.'>or; had no understandings v. ith ;iu\b(idyto receive money for resigning; 
heard that John S, Keller and IMr. Laioer sold theii otHces outright 1299 

how the sale of ofiices is eth cted ; v/irness took the test-oath on assuming his 

oifice... 1300 

laid a knife drawn on him while making a speech 1.301 

LLA I L\ .AUGUSTUS, (colored,) levdmony ol 074,679 

lives in lluntsville ; in December, Ir-GS, was en Major Floyd's i)lantation, in 

Limestone County 674 

beating and cutting with knives of his son Vv'illiam 674, 676 

was compelled to leave his home ; nau.es ot" the parti( s concerned in the outrage, 676 

eleven of them arrested ; all forfeit their bail but three ; these three have not 

been tiled I 676,677 

whipping of Joe Yarborough ; beating ei' witn(^ss's wife and daughter b77 

destruction of his property 1 676, 678 

whipping and shooting of 2dr. Harrison ; man whipped and gashed in Lauder- 
dale county 678 

Blair, Dr., killing of son of 721 

Blair, William, killed, mutilated with knives lol, 146, 674-676, 715, 1205,1268 

Blair, William, whipping of 131,146,074-676 

Blair, Wdlliam S., identitied by Weir 695 

Blakely, Amos, whipping of 1840, 1841 
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Blount County, number of colored schools in 776 

number of outrafres in 134, 774, 775 

strength of Ku-KIux in 742, 775 

list of persons outraged in, (for pages see names elsewhere ;) Edward AUdredge, 
Joseph Dinsmore, Thomas Nation — 3 ; killed in : Lewis Ketchum, Sheriff 
Levi Murphy — 2 ; shot in : Lewis Ketchum — 1 ; whipped in : James Austin, 
Benjamin Horton, James Horton, Liua King, Lewis Ketchum, John F. Mc- 
Dowell, Lina McKiune^^ Mrs. Kiddle — 7. 

Bonds, railroad 11-193-199, 218, 1056-1058 

Bonds^ State, issued since 1865 1055, 1057 

Bone, Anthony, whipping of 929 

Boyce, Samuel, identified by Weir 695 

Boyd, Enoch, killing of 1676 

Boyd, Mr., killing of Mr. Hopper by 1677 

Boyd, Samuel, (Alex.,) and Brown, difficulty between 49, 266, 276, 282, 298,312 

Boyd, Samuel, (Alex.,) solicitor, killing of, 3, 7, 12, 13, 39,48, 57-59, 63,101, 178, 212, 213, 
229, 254,258,265-267, 273, 275, 277, 279, 281, 297-299, 300, 312, 313, 318,333, 44(3, 
.528, 529,555,556, 1170, 1212-1214, 1409, 1419, 1421, 1643, 1842-1844. 

Bradford, James, identified by Weir 695 

Bradford, Jim, outrage upon 1624 

Bradford, Lewis, identified by Weir 695 

Bran, Charles, identified by Fullerlove 1649 

Breathitt, Lucy, rope twisted round head of 17C58 

Brown, Charles, whipping of 1597 

Brown, Danger, whipped, and ears cut off 1595, 1596 

BROWN, JESSE, (colored,) testimony of 860-801 

born in Atlanta; lives in Huntsville; was in the Army 1 86?) 

whipping of witness, and his skull broken, by disguised men 860, 861 

character of the disguises worn ; Scruggs robbed 860 

Browning, Dr., killed in raid on Choutteau's house 1966 

BRUNSON, SIMEON, testimony of i 1999-2005 

lived in Pickens County; left there January, 1871 1999 

a member of the legislature 2002 

is a radical 2003 

what caused him to leave the State 2000 

killing of Mr. Crossland and wounding of his companion.., 2000,2002,2003,2004 

Mr. William Latham, a preacher whipped ; whipping of Frank Carter, a 

preacher, and his son Charles 2000 

whipping of Willie Hargrove, Henry Low, Samuel Low, and Bob Stocksville ; 

all for their politics 2001 

effect upon the colored people of these outrages ; has received Ku-Klux letters 

warning him to leave the country 2002 

cause of the killing of Mr. Crossland 2003 

no one but republicans whipped 2004 

Bryan, Mr., killing of 1677 

Bryant, Mr., whipping of 610, 9ol 

Buchanan, James, compelled to leave home 127 

Burke, Richard, killing of, 334, 335, 346, 349, 351, 998, 999, 1460, 1578, 1579, 1596,1597, 
1607, 1632, 1633, 17,37, 1775, 178J, 1798, 1807, 1808, 1812, 1821, 1944,1964 
Burning of school-house and churches, 236, ,533, 754, 755, 776,.932, 1006, 1010,1011,1014, 
1025, 1026, 1043, 1046,1064, 1067, 1095, 1098, 1099, 1138, 1269, 1288, 1363, 1548, 1614, 

1655,1731, 1739, 1889, 192U 

Burnes, Mr., killing of Mr. Strange by 65d 

Burnes, Mr., killing of 658,659 

Burton, Jeff, identified byChilders 1720 

Burton, Pierce, severely beaten 5, 46, 55, 290, 1052 

Bush, Hezekiah, whipping of 152,931 

Bush, Martin, whipping of. 5^62 

Bush, Simon, whipping of 133, 151, 152,862, 931 

Busteed, Judge Richard, boast of, 1155, 1156; suits for treason before 1415 

BUSTEED, RICHARD, testimony of.. 320-330 

United States district judge of Alabama , 32U 

held first court in Alabama in 1865 o24 

appointed in 1863 by President Lincoln 3'J4 

disguised men, operations of 320, 321,323, 324, 3-J5 

riot at Eutaw, Greene County 327 

trial of Eutaw rioters 327 

execution of the laws, &c 320,324, 326, :v^7 

Ku-Klux law of Congress 321, 322, 329 
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BUSTEED, RICHARD, testimony of—Continued. 

murder of Judge Charlton 30.' 

character of Rev. A. S. Lakin 3'25, 

report of graud jurors of middle dit^trict of Alabama ol"'* 

article from Selma Times in relation to report of grand jury I>J'J 

BUTLER, JOHN M., (colored,) testimouyof lOlU-Kil^J 

resident of Tuskegee, Macon County; a minister of the Methodist Church lo<j] 

particulars of the attack on James 11. Alston lOUl-lUDO, 109-1, 1096, 101*7 

church fired into ; Andrew (iJeary and Abram Moss killed ; Columbus Mitchell, 

Felix Wright, Adam Goshe, and two others wounded J09'2-10'J4 

two churches burned ; republicans not safe in advocating- their sentiments, 

1095,109.^, 1099 

intimidation of voters 1095, 1097 

no arrests for these outrages ]o9t> 

the leading colored men have left the county 101>7 

C. 

Caldwell, Sam., killing of 0, 2G5, :273, 1789, 1795, 179(), >^il 

Ciilhoun County, outrages in 11()'2, llfO 

outraged in : Mr. Crook ; killed in : Tony Cliff, Cipsar Frederick, William 
Hail, Berry Harris, Essex Hendricks, Williiim C. Luke, Ben Suodgrass, 
Bob Thonipson — ; whipped in: fScott Griliin, Dick Hays — *2. 

Campbell, Lem, shot and throat cut 1;:.:J4, KUil-loGo, 1.SG9, lr>o, 190-2, 191:3 

Campbell, ]Mike, killin<^ of I'.SIU 

Campbell, Ri-becca, raid on house of 917 

Campbell struck on the head with gun 947,9r)i> 

Campbell, William, killing of VSA, 119, IKVi, IKil, J197-1 199 

Camp-meeting broken up 731 , 734, 7ll'», 758, 759, 7t)<* 

Card of r, .h Clover in the Marengo Journal j.jll 

Car})enter, James, killing of !>, '277 

Carpenter, John, killing of 277 

Carpet-baggers *23:'>, 2(i3, 74(;, 7-1-7S3, ^^7, .^hs. ^91, l:i94, ]i\i\-2, 1705, 1710, \>\{], l^-^S 

1S()0, ]i)42, n> j 

(,'arter. Charles, wliipping of 

C'urter, Frank, whipjung ot ijt;<)j 

( ate, ►Sanmel, killing ot 140, 207, 42"-, 4.')1 

C;tvahy, the Black 112(3, li:>) 

Cliaml)ers County ; republicans unsafe in expressing their })()li;ieal si-utiments lu^v*5 

killed in: America Tramblies — 1 ; shot in: America Tranddics .son — 1 ; outraged 
in: George ^looie, Rolunt Roundtree — 2; wliii;j)ed in : Jordan Wright — 1. 

Chapman ^ ^i? ' ., vi i. ittu i4ind insulted 1519, 1530, 15:U 

^lAPMAN, REUBEN) Jr., testimony of 1940-11^)3 

^-^oiisiiientof Livim^^ ; u lawyer ; solicitor of the county 194<» 

wasnrnnrnrntcderate arniy ; tkvorcd s(*cession 1943 

contradiction of Judge Luther R. Smith's testimony, as to the witnesses in 

the Choutteau arson case being killed 1940, 1941, 1953 

county as quiet and oiderly, for twelve months past, as ]»efore the war; a 
great deal of stealing of srock by the freedmen ; nu intiuiidatlon to compel 
the iii>^roes to vote tue democratic ticket ; accounts for the large number of 

ne£:j:Q£^j IUllLU: ' J^^^ tR'kei : •, . .v . ■■- r .rr.~r:'. 1941 

parties elected to county (*riices in I'-G*' ; ail carpet-baggers except Daniel 

Price ]942 

negro whipped by colored Ku-Klux...%. 1942, UH.--. 

preparation of cases, by the solicitor, for the grand jury 1943 

killing of Richard Burke Ili41 

Jaspei Alexander taken from jail and hung 1994, 1945 

Prater released from jail by a body of armed men J945 

Zeke High taken from jail and killed „ 1945, 194;; 

killing ot Coblentz, and attack on Dr. Choutteau's house 1940, 1947 

dihiculties >u detecting these bands of disguised men 1947, IJ..^ 

kiiows of no white man engaged in these outrages having ever been dis- 
covered and brought to justice. ..h 194^, 1949 

negro killed by Mr. White; killing of Henderson Young's son; shooting of 
Enc eh Sledge and (ii orge Houston ; Isaiah Hunter killed and his house 

burned; kihing of Jerry e lark by Prater ; Yankee Ben killed I'JVJ 

whipping of xVuianda Chikiers by Mr. Jones U^'!) 

steps taken for the purpos'? ol stop})ing these outrages 195u, L'-i 

cli'eet upon tht^ negiots of Ku-Klux outrages; emigration to Kansas talked of. 1951 

iiet doni of ])olitical oidnion 1951, 1952 

Chapman, Ruth, whipping of <j;jl 
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Chambers County, number driven from^ 1046 

Ku-KIuxiu 1J21 

Character of A. S. Lakin, contained in certain letters laid before the committee by 

its chairman 810-81-2 

Charles, Orlando, raid on house of 1478, 1479, 141>7 

shooting of wife of 1478, 1479, 1497 

Charlton, Judge, character of , 1170 

iiilling of 132,325, 610, 611, 777-780, 1211 

raid on house of ; 774 

CHERRY, C. S., testimony of. 70-77 

resident of Alabama since 1839 ; native of South Carolina ; left Alabama from 
fear of his life 70 

now clerk in Census Bureau 72 



taught school in Alabama ; left Alabama in November, 1870. 



72 



republican in politics 71 

disguised men, operations of 77 

old colored man killed 70,71 

freedom of political opinions 71 

republicans threatened and in danger 70-76 

colored men molested 74,75 

white men generally armed, and colored men partially armed 75 

Childers, Amanda, whipping to death of 1722-1724,1733,1734,1950,1960,1061 

Childers, John, struck on the head with gun 1719,1721,1697-1899 

CHILDERS, JOHN, (colored,) testimony of. 1719,1728 

has lived all his life, 42 years, m Sumter County ; cannot read or write 1719 

was attacked in the fall of 1870 by three men, and struck over the head with 

a double-baireled gun ; nothing done in the case by the grand jury 1719 

names of the r|bn who attacked him 1720 , 

was beaten pretty severely afterward by three men, one of whom, Mr. Lee, is 

now dead; no prosecution 1721 

is afraid to testify to all he kiiiows of outrages committed, as he would be 

driven away ; colored man killed ; nothing ever done with the men who 

killed him 1722 

witness's daughter, 10 years old, whipped, July, 1871, by Mr. Jones, and died 

in ten days afterward 1722,1723,1724 

nothing done with Mr. Jones ; all the witnesses gone except Jane Killens ; 

very common occurrence for colored people to be whipped by white men, 

sometimes disguised, sometimes not; generally for politics 1724 

intimidation of voters 1725,1726 

only radicals that are whipped, &c. ; colored men who vote the democratic 

ticli0t-da-lt -to-buy peace 1726 

Chisholm, William R., testimony before State joint committee to investigate out- 
rages 853,854 

Choctaw county, burnings in 51,58, 1548, 1627, 1871, 18r0 

difficulties in 16 

number whipped in 1335 

number killed in 19:35 

outraged and whipped in: Robert FuUerlove; killed in, (for pages see names 

elsewhere:) Lem Campbell, Mike Campbell, Mike Dunn, Nathaniel Edwards, 

Isham Ezell, William Ezell, Isham, John, Abe Lyon, Thomas Rogers, N. E. 

Thomas, Dud Woodward— 12. 
shootings in : Judge F. M. Hill, Isham, and wife — 3. 

Choctaw, Joe, whipping of 132{^ 

Choutteau, Dr., burning of house of 1595 

character, standing, &c., of 1602, 1603, 1608, 16u9 

losses sustained by - 1669, 1693, 1695,1697, 1698, 1711 

raid on house of.. ..1574, 1575, 1594, 1595, 1598, 1602-1604, 1622, 1G23, 1631, 1632, 16G8, 
1669, 1674, 1693-1698, 1702, 1816, 1817, 1821, 1946, 1947, 1964, 1968 

Christian, Mr., killing of 1971 

CIIRlJsTIAN, ROBERT, testimony of 1558-1564 

resident of Uniontown, Perry County; a lawyer; was justice of the peace and 

agent for the Freedmen's Bureau 155.*5 

native of Virginia; was always a democrat 

laws executed with as much promptness as usual; many acts of lawlessness ; 

chiefly confined to the freedmen ; civil officers almost exclusively republican ; 

general belief that these officers sold out their places 15,' 8 

cites instances 1558, 1559, 1560, 1561, 1563, 1564 

attempt to take a prisoner from the Marion jail aud lynch him 1560, 1562 
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Page. 

Churches burned.. 140, 236, 533, 755, 776, lOOG, 1010, 1011, 1014, 1025, 1026, 1046, 1064, 1067, 

1095, 109e, 1099, 1 138, 1269, 128e, 1548, 1655, 1889, 1920 
lired into » 1173 

Citizens notified or compelled to leave home 67, 126, 127, 550,700, 724, 866, 929-932, 

1012, 1047, 1097, 1126, 1127, 1172, 1230, 1283, 1328, 1362 

CLANTOX, JAMES H., testimony of 226-257 

resident of xVlabama for thirty-seven years, and of Montgomery for twenty-two 
years ; member of the le|]^islature before the war ; raised sixty-four com- 
panies of soldiers for confederate service; lawyer by profession ; chairnmn 
of dem ocratic State executive committee ; Union %vFiTglhrpoITn'cs~uurir^ 

the war ... .1 . ~\ r. .rrS 226 

native of Georgia 233 

disguised men, operation of, i^:c 229, 240, 2 12, 2.'i3 

disguised men, people opposed to 241 

disguised men, negroes whipped by 240, 242 

election upon rttate constitution ^ 227 

election laws of xVJabama 239,219,250 

feeling of people at close of war 226,227,246 

enforcement of the laws 244 

negrocti hung at Tuscumbia 22 J 

negroes who vote democratic ticket 228,229,246,247 

negroes, promise of lands and mules to 238 

negroes, sale of painted stakes to 23S 

negroes, rapes by 242 

negroes, general conduct of 242 

negroes, outrages upon whites by 23'). 242 

negroes, edueation of 234, 2 2 19, 2^2 

negro sufiVage 226, '^5' , 2.',(*) 

colored school-houses and churches burned '^.>> 

general anniesty, ttc 237, 2 13, "J 19 

northern men, character of, cV:c 231, 'ji/J, •J.>3 

carpet-baggers and scalawags 'S,\\ 

people opposed to reconstruction -l-W 

l>oyd, solicitor of Greriie County, sliut 2'JJ,-:54 

Jim Alston, (colored,) member of the legislature, shot "^29 

Dorman, Methodist preacher, wliipped ■^.;~) 

difficulty at Tatona '^2.>, 

character of Kev. A. S. Lakiu '^3-, ^..r^ 

Northern Methodist Church 

contest lor c^liiee of governor 2' 

State administration 244 

railroad leglslaiion 2 12 

school fund, iSic 227,232,210, 2 i-^ 

relations between the races 252 

concerning Cnion Leagues 229,233,249 

Clark, George A., whipped, shot, and hung 1614, ]r45-]>^4J 

CLAKK, JAMi:^^ B., testimony of 257-264 

resident of Alabama for forty-nine years, and of Eutaw, Greene County, f(n- thirty- 
two years : has been member of the legislature, and chaucellor for middle 

division of tiie State; lawyer ))y profession 2"'-7 

seventy-live years of age 2'U 

execution of the laws 2^7 

security of lite and property 2* '3 

disguised men, operations of, &c 258, 259, 2- U 

disguised men, object and purpose of 259 

disguised men, white men compose bands of 260, 2<1 

disguised men, present condition of organizations of 260 

disguised men, public opinion opposed to 2<"l 

Boyd, solicitor of Greene County, killed 2'.8 

Suoddy killed vr8 

riot at Eutaw, Greene County 2ii 

trial of Eutaw rioters 262 

sympathizers with Eutaw rioters 202, 2(. 3 

no person convicted for Kn-Kiux oiTenses 2»)0 

character of Judge Luther K. Smith 2r»3 

freedom of political opinions '^-63 

carpet-baggers 2' =3 

Clark, Jerry, killed by Prater 1002, 1672, 1738, rJ49 

Clark, John, whipping of 9i>0 
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Clark, Mr., driven from home 1323 

Clause, Mr., knocked down and ci* by soldiers 1286, 1408 

Cleburne County, no election in precinct No. 1; in 1162, 1103 

Cliff, Tony, killing of 77 

Clumi, Heurv, killing of 669, 671, 930 

COBBS, THOMAS, testimony of 1620-1 648 

resident of Livingston, Sumter County ; a lawyer ; came from North Carolina 1620 

native of that State ; was in the confederate army ; always a democrat 1643 

knows of no obstruction to the law in either Choctaw or Sumter County 1620, 1642 

Mr. Binns killed by a negro named Jasper 1621, 1629 

the latter afterward taken from jail and hanged ; his killing had no political 

significance 1621, 1627, 1628, 1629, 1631 

Prater, confined in jail on a charge of murder, released.. 1621, 1622, 1629, 1630, 1631,1639 
Zeke High, charged with the murder of Collins, taken from jail and shot ; it 

had no political significance.. 1622,1631,1639 

cases of Cbontteau, Coblentz, and George Houston 1622, 1623, 1631, 1632 

disposition of the freedmen to live in peace and harmony with the whites after 
tlie surrender ; bad feeling between them after the arrival of Rolfe, Hays, and 
Price ; inflammatory address made by the latter during the presidential cam- 
paign; democratic negroes mobbed 1623 

character of Price 1623,1640 

Adam Kennard and Jim Bradford Ku-Kluxed by Price ; Price was arrested and 
forfeited his bond ; Kolfe elected to the legislature ; Hays ran away ; better 

state of feeling since they left 1624 

no intimidation of voters, but the usual canvassing 1624, 1625, 1626, 1645 

the demand for and the supply of labor 1626 

negroes killed 1626, 1633 

Judge Hill shot at ; the county offices burned by an incendiary ; Aleck Hill, 
county treasurer, charged with the burning ; house of Mr. Gilmore, county 
superintendent, burned ; in both cases, money belonging to the county was 

said to be burned 1627 

no arrests made by the citizens or by the officers of the county for the murder 

of Jasper 1629 

no one arrested foi the murder of Zeke High or Coblentz 1631 

Richard Bark killed 1632, l!-33 

negro kihed in July, 1870, in Billy IMcCree's field; no one punished 1633 

Grattan, (white,) killed in 1866; negro on Mr. White's plantation whipped... 1634 

two negroes whipped on McElroy's plantation; negro killed 1635 

Loyal Leai^ue, its extent, &c 1637, 1642, ]()45 

explains what he meant by no obstruction to the law 1637, 16o8 

republican candidates for the legislature did not canvass the county ; one was 
killed, one wounded, the other assaulted ; interruption of the meeting ad- 
dressed by Senator Warner and Governor Smith 1633 

reasons for Major Hays, candidate for Congress, not coming 1638, 1639 

incendiary speeches - 1640, 1641 

general character and political preferences of the negroes 1641, 1642 

mill and other property of Judge Smith burned ; a clerk killed in Greene 

County; Boyd killed ; old man killed 1643 

the democratic convention passed resolutioijs requesting Judge Smith to resign. 1644 

his character as judge 1644, 1645 

cause of alarm and apprehension felt by the negroes in attending radical 

meetings 1615, 1646, 1647 

explanation of Judge Abram's cause of alarm 1647, 1648 

Coblentz, Mr., killing of 344, 1574, 1575, 1594, 1595, 1598, 1602-1604, 1622, 1623, 1631, 

1632, 1673, 1737, 1817, 1946, 1947, 1954, 19()4, 1965 

Cockrell, Mr., struck with pistols 5, 9, 12, 19, 20, 23, 24, 40, 42, 43, 271, 281 

COCKPtELL, WILLIAM E;^ testimony of 42-44 

resident of Eutaw, Greene County; sixteen years of age; was witness at trial 

of Eutaw rioters ; was present when his father was attacked 42 

particulars of attack on his father 42, 43 

Colbert County, killed in, Mr. Kernahan ; outraged in, William Henderson; whipped 
in, Geojge Taylor. 

COLEMAN, DANIEL, testimony of 646-663 

resident of Athens, Limestone County; county solicitor ; native of Athens... 646 

a democrat , 648, 657 

case of Mr. Weir 646, 647, 650, 651 , 652, 653 

adoption of resolution by mass meeting indorsing action of the commissioners' 
court in employing counsel, &c. ; tone of public sentiment as to Ku-Klux 
outrages 648 
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COLEMAN, DANIEL, testimony of— Contiinied. 

nature and obiect of tbe Kn-Klux 1)41* 

operation of tlie State Ku-Klux law of Dec^^nibcr *^H, 619, 050 

attempts to haiij^ and drown Mr. Weir (ioo-OrM 

lie recognized Mr. Moore. Frank Gibson, Gcorg-e Peace, and Pink Johnson... Gf)!), ()r)4 

tlie standinp" of tliese parties in tlie community Goo-i>r>7 

politics bad notliing to do with these outrao^cs on Mr. Weir; killing- of Mr. 

Strange ])y Mr. Burrns and others in dis^^uise Oo^ 

kiliino- of McKee hy Birdsongf ; operations of disguised men iyoV* 

Ku-Klnx dis^-uisi's, orj^anizations, iScc ()()0-iKr2, C£A, (io."> 

rc'lative ]>aity vote in JJniestone County tH>'> 

colored men vote freely ; no ])rejudice against northern settlers; they are so- 
cially well treated I'd:* 

witness's view as to tlie truth of the preamble to the act of the legislature, ap- 

jjroved 1 )ecem))er 'JO, for the suppression of secret organizations G()-l, (><>.') 

killing of Sam. iScales bv disguised men ; six or eight killed in the last two 

years ' Or.r. 

article from the Athens Post, "The citizens' meeting last Thursdav'" (I(j7, 

Coleman, (iuilt^'rd. killing of J3, 2Tl'>, Ji77, 14(jl>. J7.-.--, 17.-«J, 171)5, l-4--i, 1^*4 I 

Co;U!i;in, J.F.. threatened J4:U, 1 1^5, \ U0 

C0LE:\1AN, JOHN TAYLCE, testimony of lOls-1051 

resident of Demojtolis, Mart'ugo County; mail-agent; hrst on duty !'rom Selma 

to Meiidian, ^Mississippi ; now running friMii Calera to Montgomery 

a cripple: native of \'irginia ; taught a colored school J(!.')l 

was assaultc'i and threatened at Kewaunee station by a man in disguise - ..P)4S. It. 41*, 

]05J,1(5.> 

heard men on tho train say there would be trouble at ^^feridian, and tha< th^y 
were gointr down to help out ; received a thre;itt ning message from disguised 

men, dirtn-tiiig him to stay vu the east side of the Jjigl)ee Iviver J' 4 ' 

left the route Irom ap])reheiision that his life was in danger h o'j 

killing of Fraidc Diggs, (colored,) October or November, ]i7\); no eflort to 

lin(l his imu'derer li * 

outrage lipon witiiess was on account of his repu'olicanisni ; received a threat- 
ening Ku-lvlux letter ]'.j5! 

received notices while t(^aching school ; threats against W. l\. Jones and 
Pierce P>urton, editor of the Southern Kepublican, and rejiublicau nominee 
for lieutenant governor ; the latter severely beaten at I'.uiaw ; received a 
Ivu-lvlux warning to leave in twenty-four liours, and left -tiiree days after- 
ward ; ri publieanism the cause of the outrages 

a eonunon thing for negro tiremen to be whijiped H'oo 

eopv of Ku.-Klux letter received by him l(io4 

Collins, "alleged Kn-Klux, killing of. J;i57, J5ui), J57ii, 1571), I5s(), 15^:^, 15>-:5, lCd5, ]GtJ(>, ioi;7 

Collius, Kernahan ami Haughev kiHed ])y 17'J, 17o 

Colvin, fSanuu'I, killing of. ... 3, tJiiJ, 2(5ii, ^27.5, 301 , ai'.^ :ij;J, :]1H, ' 

Cook, Samuel, whipjung of wife of J'.!(i4 

Conliscati<;n, views as to J>5J 

Constitution, t^tate, election for adopti(m of :J"^7 

Constitution, Stute, objectionable features of -7-2, 14(, 'J 

Constitution, State, opposition to. .o5S, 5*-27, 551-554, oGl , 67>f--^^ J, 'J«i7, 1134, 1 i:i5, 1145. 

1401), b-oO-l-dv; 

Constitutional amendments, popular opinion as to. .605-007. 70:^, 770, S4:>, e44. s l7, 1075. 

P.'-^, 1405 

Coosa County, shot in, Ben. Peushaw^; whijipedin, (for pages see names elsewhere, ) 
John IJaker, Josejih Laker, James Dorman, Zaek Goldthwaite, Dan Murgin, 
(Lushner,) Dick JMartiu, Pig Maxwell, Green iSturdeuay, Smith Watley, 
Jesse Watson, Jerry Webb, Wiley Y\llliams—P^. 

Cornelius, Georye, guns laken from 1I6-, 1J05 

Cotton, seizure of 141(», 1414, 14-J4-14-V>, ICtii 

Courtland, Lawrence County ; light between negroes and Ku-Klux. ..1171,1 17*2, it^'s-:;-PJ-^- 

Courts, State, ])ov,-erless to control Ku-Kiux 5.-;, 9^, 09, 153, 150, 5.. -J 

Cox, Jim Ilemy, ideiitiiied by Blair 07 j 

Cox, William W., aJleged Ku-Klux, identiiied by Poper 0^:^ 

Cox, shooting of J 43'J, G'JO, 7%), 7^0, S'JO, 874, 9(iU 

CKAWFORD, SAMUEL W., testimony of 1150-iJ^3 

colonel Second liegiment of InJantry and brevet major general, United States 

Army ] 156 

came to Alabama in April, 1K)9 ; headquarters at Huntsvilie 1 157 

•whole force in the State three companies 1 156 
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CRAWFORD, Sx\MUEL W., testimony of— Continued. 

his general action in cases of outrages by disguised men, brought to his notice, 1 157, 1158 

can furnish a statement of the cases reported to him ; the first class consists of 
reports of investigations by officers, with appended documents, for 1869; 
secoud class, applications for military aid, affidavits, statements, &c., from 
civilians 1158 

discussion by the sub-committee as to the admissibility of the documents sub- 
mitted by witness ; Senator Blair objects to their reception 115i) 

outrage upon Dean Reynolds, Morgan County, January, 1869 1158, 1159, 11 GO 

outrage upon George Moore and Robert Roundtree, (colored,) Cherokee County, 
July, 1869. 1160 

skirmish between colored men and the Ku-Klux, Madison County ; disturb- 
ance at Vienna; report, by Lieutenant M. Frank Gallagher, regarding the 
state of affairs in Greene County ; report of Lieutenant James Miller, regard- ^ 
ing the intimidation of voters, De Kalb County 1161 

thinks Judge Dox did not make the statement attributed to him in Aliller's 
report }161 1102 

report by Lieutenant Charles Keller, transmitting certificate of Judge Hunni- 
cutt, certifying that no election was held in precinct No. 1, Cleburne County, 
and the reason rendered by the inspector thetefor ; murder of a negro in Cal- 
houn County ; report of Lieutenant Keller of outrages perpetrated by dis- 
guised men, Calhoun County; affidavit of Diana William.s, concerniug 
her whipping, Lauderdale County, June, 1869; affidavit of G. Cornelous ; 
Ku-Klux taking arms from plantation and searching houses for money and 
arms ; letter from L. M. Douglass ; civil authorities of Madison County ipsuf- 
ficient to check outrages, and asking for troops; witness sent troops S) the 
point where they were required ; affidavit of I)ani(4 Vix, concerning an 
attack upon his house ; statement of Deputy Sherifl Joseph Lee, concerning 
outrages in Lawrence County ; affidavit of James Sanford, concerning the 
murder of William Campbell by disguised men 1162 

letter of Joseph P. Doyle, sheriff of Madison County, asking for military aid to 
arrest certain murderers ; the men were furnished ; the civil officers rarely 
reported to witness 1163 

general character of the civil officers throughout the State; frequent law- 
lessness 1163,1164 

affidavit of E. M. Mulligan as to Ku-Klux outrage in Madison County, July - 
26, 1869 ; affidavit of Mary CampbeH in regard to the murder of her husba'^d, 
William Campbell, by the Ku-Klux; letter from Captain G. H. McLaughlin, 
inclosing statement of Isham Henry, in regard to an outrage upon his person 
in March, and a second visit in August, 1869 1164 

affidavit of Samuel Mastin, in regard to his being robbed of his gun, watch, 
and other property 1164, 1165 

affidavit of Moses B. Sullivan, concerning warnings and ill-treatment received 
by him May 11, 1869, in Marshall County; affidavit of Henry Rivers, in 
regard to his beiug shot by Benjamin Evans, August 23, 1869, Marshall 
County ; had the case investigated and troops stationed there ; affidavit of 
W. C. Stephens, in regard to an attempt to arrest certain parties for disguis- 
ing themselves and forcibly taking a shot-gun ; affidavit of Nathan Meeks, 
in regard to Ku-Klux forcibly entering a house ; the case turned over to the 
civil authorities '; no action taken by them ; politics of the officials 1165 

general disarming of the negroes previous to the election ; riot in HuntsviUe in 

1868 ; young white men generally carry arms 1166 

affidavit of Jack White, in regard to the forcible entry of his house, and tlie 
maltreatment of Tom Hawkins 1 166, 1107 

knows of no instance where the negroes, deprived of their arms, ever obtained 
any legal redress, or recovered their arms or compensation for their value ; 
application ft^r troops from thirty-three citizens of Vienna — nearly all demo- 
crats — for military protection for themselves and property ; troops were sent ; 
application from several gentlemen, asking a change of troops from Ed- 
wardsville to Cross Plains, Calhoun County ; the change was made ; letter 
of Robert Fearn, requesting military protection for the Vienna district 11C7 

the troops sent ; affidavit of John Leslie in regard to his preaching being 
broken up, his being shot, his house forcibly entered, his wife struck, his son 
whipped, &c. ; affidavit of William Blair in regard to violence, whipping, 
cutting, &c., committed upon him. Limestone County, December, 1868; a 
majority of all these caf^es turned over to the civil authorities ; witness's 
letter to the assistant adjutant general, forwarding documents regarding 
disturbances in Blolint County 1168 

character of A. S. Lakin 1168, H60 
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RAWFOKD, SAMUEL \V., testimony of—Continued. 

witnes.s's le tter to the assistant adjutant jjeneral, inclosing letter from Judge 
Haralson, asking the assistance uf troops for tlie civil officers in Blount 
County ; rejj jrt of Lieutenant P. H. Flood, in reference to disturbances near 
Stevenson ; report of Lieutenant Charles Harkins, on the state of affairs at 
Somcrvillp, Morgan County 

thinks ].olitics had but little to do v/ith these disturbances in Morgan County, 
but that they arose from personal and family feuds ; character of Judge 
Charlton; \vitness's report in regard to affairs at Jacksonville; report of 
Liefltenant Ilarkins, in regard to the murder of Sanuiel Boyd, Greene County, 
and on the causes of the disturbances at Eutaw ; report of Captain G. H. 
i\IcLaughliu, in regard to disturbances at Stevenson ; report of Lieutenant 
;M. Frank Gallagher, concerning disturbances at Ashville, St. Clair County.. 1170 

"wonnding of Mr. Springlield ; democratic report of the disturbances at Ash- 
ville; report of Ca])tain McLaughlin in regard to affairs in Stevenson, out- 
rages on John McManman ; uii<^ther in which he stat(\s that his camp was 
tired on, an attempt made to capttire his guard, mob hnv in the county, S^q. ; 
another, regarding the state of affairs at Ashville; anoth.er, relative to the 
state of affairs in St. Clair County; another, relative to the wounding of 
Captain Springlield 1173 

report ot Lieutenant John C. Biiteinan relative to light })et\veen negroes and 

disgnised men, at Courtland, Lawrence County 1171, 1172 

report of Captain McLaughlin in regard to the nuu-derof Mr. Frank Harrison, 
St. Clair County; Lieutenant Bateman's report in regard to Ku-Klux 
depredations in Fayette County, and organization of a counter party, the 
*' Mossbacks," and their encounters ; another, concerning his operations in 
capturing Ku-Klux ; report of Captain McLaughlin conci'-rtiing Ji-ssi- Ingram 
being driven trom home, cVc. ; letter from Judge HaraNoii, ai)j)}} ing for 
troops for De Kalb Count}- ; anonymous letter signed " Many citizens ;" 
affidavits of Sanmel Lawlor and Kobert Barbee concerniui^ Ku-Klux out- 
rages in Avery vilh', Jackson Comity; anonymous communication in regard 
to Ku-Klux outrages, and asking for guards, or arms and annnunition. 
signed "Citizen ;" affidavit of Frank Bell in rtgav<l to violence at his lionse ; 
affidavits of Janjes Bell and Joshua Harris, detailing outrag-'S on i)lantation 
of Houston Bell, Madison County ; report by H. (t. Thomas, sheriff ol Mor- 
gan County, relative to disturbances, tVc, in that county 1170 

letter of Hem. Charles Hays concerning outrages i)i Sumter, (Jrecne, and the 
adjoining counties, and asking that troops be kept in ILutuw till alter the 
election ; lett^'r of Judge De Berr}^ asking that trooi)s be sent at once to Saint 
Clair County; the troops sent; letter from E.G.Barney, asking for one 
hundred men to be sent to Patona, stating the hanging of ^Ir. Luke, also of 
two negro men, two others being shot dead ; troops .sent iuunediately ; ap- 
plication of W. S. McElvain on the same subject ; affidavit of John Mc- 
^ianman concerning outrage upon himself, July 1*2, l^7«l, Jackson County; 
statements of A. D. Bailey, C. I. Sharpe, and E. L. Hesterby, concerning a 
massacre at Cross Plains ; communication of S. Crawford relative to dis- 
turbances at Stevenson; affidavit of Lucinda Ford concerning a Ku-Klux 
outrage upon herself and family, 2»ladison County ; letter from D. L. Daltou 
relative to firing upon a colored congregation ; eleven telegrams submitted 
by witness; affidavit of Willie McGregor 1173 

many cases of lawlessness not embraced in this list; counties of Fayette, Pickens, 
Sumter, Greene, and Choctaw the most troublesome ; the western counties 
the most disturbed of all ; little in Xorth Alabama, and none in the south ; 
general character of the disturbances : as a general rule the sentiment of the 
best men has been to bring these men to justice ; if they would combine 
earnestly they could prevent these outrages ; their disabilities a plea why 

they should not assist in preserving the peace J 17 J 

many outrages have been committed in order to prevent the negroes from 
voting the republican ticket ; knows of no case of conviction for Ku-Klux 

outrages 1175 

thinks troops are necessary to preserve the peace upon the approach of the elec- 
tion, and the reasons therefor ^ 1176-1180 

intimidation of voters ; effect of the presence and action of the military ; they 

have acted as conservators of the peace 1176 

republicans can advocate their principles now a great deal better than ever be- 
fore ; tone of the speeches at Eutaw last year conciliatory and judicious.. 1177 
what is done when troops are sent to localities on the rec^uest of the civil of- 
ficers 1177, 1178 
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CRAWFORD, SAMUEL W., testimony of— Continued. 

no foundation for the allegation that troops are quartered upon any community, 

or that its action is controlled by bayonets 1178 

inefficiency of the public officers, and their want of popular confidence 1178-1183 

Union sentiment in Northern Alabama ; relations of the races ; need of troops 

in the State ; no militia raised in the State 1179 

irritation caused by the election lav/ : charges of plundering; by the civil offi- 
cers of the State made very frequently' 1180 

principal cause of discontent upon the part of the democrats of the State thft 

they have net the political control 1181 

views as to disabilities 1181, 1182, 1183 

feeling as to the presence of troops 1177, 1178, 1181 

republican party of the State in favor of the remo^^al of all political disabili- 
ties ; general amnesty the best act that could be done whenever Congfress 

thinks it time to do it 1183 

documents appended to his testimony, (see Documents.) 

Crook, Mr., assaulted, and rope put round his neck 475, 487 

Cross, Flem., killing of wife of j794 

Crossland, M., killing of ... 1750, 1767, 1768, 1851, 1852, 1969-1971, 1980-1982, J991, 2000, 

2002-2004 

Cross Plains, riot at, (see Patona. ) 

Crudip, John, identified by Westbrook 1244 
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DANIEL, SIR, (colored,) testimony of 993-997 

resident of Huntsville now ; came from Stevenson, Jackson County 993 

disguised men came to his house in 1869 993, 994 

house of Lewis Jackson twice fired into 993, 994 

witness's brother whipped; was frequently visited by disguised men 994 

frequent raids on Miles Prior's house : he defends himself 994, 995 

colored man and his wife shot 995 

Miles Prior, Lewis Jackson, and witness put in prison ; prison broken open by 

Ku-Klux ; prisoners taken out and assaulted ; their release by soldiers 995-997 

Daniel, Sir, whipping of brother of 994 

Darling, Alfred, whipping of 416 

Davies, Sam, raid on house of 1973 

Davis, Carr, wounding of 1214 

DAVIS, HUGH N., testimony of 1897-1899 

born and raised in Sumter County ; a farmer 1897 

his account of the assault upon John Childers by Mr. Burton 1897-1899 

Davis, Mr., identified by Childers 1720 

DAVIS, NICHOLAS, testimony of 780-791 

native of the State ; lives in Limestone County ; a lawyer ; was a Henry Clay 
whig; a Douglas man; opposed to secession; since the war a republican, 

and in favor of the reconstruction policy 781 

accepts it because it is the best that the subjected people of Alabama can do ; 

favors negro sujBfrage 780 

voted for Grant against Seymour ; might now vote very much the other way ; 
voted for Governor Smith ; did not vote for the republican county officers ; 

voted for Mr. Dox 789 

is opposed to the organization of the republican party in Alabama 790 

condition of the country in 1868 exceedingly wrong ; there was then a Ku-Klux 
organization ; public sentiment now right ; the democratic party determined 

to put down Ku-Klux 781 

Ku-Klux organization provoked by Loyal Leagues 781,783 

Judge Douglass as a carpet-bagger 781,762,783 

character ot Mr. Shaperd as to veracity 1 782, 790, 791 

in the last two years there have been men who imitated the Ku-Klux to rob and 
thieve, without any politics in it ; the white people of Alabama opposed to 
Ku-Klux ; they despise the idea of Ku-Klux ; Union League a political as- 
sociation .1 783 

character of Rev. A. S. Lakin's speeches, and his personal character 784, 785 

Ku-Klux organization ceased about the middle of 1869 ; its strength in Madi- 
son County in 1868 785 

riot in Huntsville and shooting of Mr. Cox, an alleged Ku-Klux 785,786 

shooting of Judge Thurlow; hanging of Smith 786 

negro whipped 787 

Davis, R, G., confesses as to raids made ^ 544 
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DxVVLS. STEPHEN B., testimony of 1428-1433 

resident of iSliiloh, Marengo County ; a farmer; was a democrat ; changed his 

politics in 18G9 1408 

was a master in United States Navy 1 1'.'O 

democratic press on Ku-Klux outrages ; danger in advocating republican prin- 
ciples 14*23 

intimidation of voters 14'29, 1432 

killing of Kobiu Westbrook 1421), 1430 

no one }>unished for the murder, or for the -whipping of the school -t»^aclier at 

Major Glover's --- 1430 

social proscription of witness on account of his republicanism 1429, 1430, 1431 

appiehensions for his personal safety, because he is a republican and a candi- 
date for tax-collector; received a Ku-Klux letter; has from tour to twelve 
men in his house every night for protection; William 13. Jones interrupted 

in a speech at Sliiloh, 1S70 1 4'M 

DAY, LIONEL \V., testimony of r)9(M;;>5 

was iu the Eede: al Aruiy ; clerk iu the I'uited States district court, and ix 

ojjiciii cou)mi>sioncr Tr'JO 

has lived in Huntsville since February 1^ I'rGG ; was clerk of the court ; a 

lawyer r>9."> 

voted the democratic ticket last fall; registered in October, ISTO ; had doubts 

as to the construction of the oath embodied iu the State constitution ()(!4 

his views as to sntiVage tin.") 

voted for Mr. Lincoln GOJ 

was in the post-olfice in Montgomery , Gi;? 

delegiito tv) congressional convention ijl'i 

arrests Holseap})le. I^indsay, and ^Malone for outrage upon William Henderson; 
presents the evidence taken in the trial; the parties acquitted upon proof of 

an ahhi ; character of prosecutor was proven to be bad .")''! 

gener;d disj)ositi<)n for the maintenance of law and order 591, "fl- J 

condition of Northern Alabauia during the war .jJ2 

no tnmble in j)rocuring convictions for any offense where the case is iairly 

made out 593, oDi 

the general sentiment opposed to Ku-Klux organizations, shared in by men of 

all })olitical parties 593, G22 

geueral treatment of northern immigrants 593, G(>7, (!U^, G19, Gt:0,t;21 

freedom of political opinions 593, 594, CV7 

Ku-Klux outrajfes not political 591, tii 1 

character of Kev. A. S. Lakin 591, 595, GI2, G13, GI5>G]9, G2 l-GOj 

charactt r of Calvin Goodloe, and his testimony in the Henderson case 59,"-.' 

character of the disguises worn 597, 5'.'8 

knows of no conviction of a Ku-Klux 59**, •ii7 

thinks Ku-Klux organization did not exist in Northern Alabama in December, 

ISGS. but that it was disbanded in the summer of li^G^ 59S, 599, (iOO, Goj,G2I, G22 

Ku-Klux in Huntsville, and shooting of Judge Thurlow 599, ()02, G14, Gl"^ 

his opinions as to the charges against the Ku-Klux made by the republican 

press - G01,G..4 

and as to tlie objects and necessity of the organization -.002, Gu3, G12, G17, G22, G24, 0^7 

democratic view of negro suffrage (i!j5 

of the fifteenth amendment Gu5 GOG, (m'7 

General Blair's letter to Colonel Brodhead GiiG 

and the "new departure" COG, Cl.7 

killing of Luke and four colored men in Saint Clair County ; attempt to drown 

or hang Weir C(>9 

raid on jail in Limestone County; wlnpping of William Bryant ; disturbances 

in Morgan County; killing of Fenelon Kaglen GIO 

killing ot Judge Charlton GIO, <;!l 

whipping: of a man and hanging of Smith in Lawrence County «itl 

killing of Mr. Burbee; Mr. Lakm's house shot into i',l'> 

iuethciency of the judiciary 017, GI S 

shooting of two men in Huntsville on the night of the riot Gl'i 

John B. Callis elected to Congress by aid of the Freedmen's Bureau ^y^') 

condition of the country under military rule, and the provisional government.. C2i; <>^2 

origin ef the Ku-Klux organization -. GJ2 

divisions in the Methodist Church G'j3 

cause of Colonel Van Valkenburg's dismissal from the Arniy </j7 

Senator \\'araer's pers(niai an-l j-nblic cliararter t;27 

record oi' tij;- evidence in the trial H<>l>eappie, Lindsay, and Malone G2>-C;'.5 

De:;t, State 977-97 J, JU55-iu57» Mil, 1417, ]41rt, i-iJ4 
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De Kalb County, intimidation of voters in 1161, 1191-1193 

Dew, Henry, shooting of 1789, ]790, 1796 

Diggs, Frank, killing of -.375, 393, 394, 1050, 1325, 1328, 1329, 1433, 1439, 1440 

Dinsmore, Joseph, shot at - 7r>6 

Disabilities, probable effect of general removal of 560, 1181-1183, 1288, 1289, 1858 

Dissatisfaction caused by bad government 817,962,964,965,96^ 

DOCUMENTS appended to the testimony of General S. W. Crawford 1184-1-242 

instructions by General Terry to General Crawford Ild5 

letter to Colonel J. H. Taylor, assistant adjutant general. Department of the 
South, forwarding documents in the case of Dean Reynolds (colored) vs, 

Ku-Klux 1185 

appended: Report of Lieutenant Keller, note from Judge Ford, affidavit of 
Dean Reynolds, and appeal of General Crawford to the governor of the 

State; also, his excellency's reply thereto 1185-llb7 

reports regarding outrage upon George Moore and Robert Roundtree, (colored,) 

citizens of Alpine, Georgia lib' 

appended : Affidavits of Cynthia Bryant, Rina Barry, (colored ; ) statement of 
George Moore, (colored,) affidavit of Joshua L. Belote, (white,) and state- 
ment of John Hamilton, (white) 1188-1190 

Captain G. H. McLougblin reports arrival of Henry Evans, and statement 

regarding skirmish between colored men and Ku-Klux 1190 

Captain G. H. McLoughlin reports result of investigation of disturbances at 

Vienna 1190-1191 

Lieutenant M. Frank Gallagher reports regarding state of affairs in Greene 

County, Alabama o 1191 

report regarding intimidation of voters 1191-1192 

appended: List of registered colored voters and votes cast in De Kalb County, 

Alabama; affidavits of John Stewart and Isadas H. Davis 1192-1193 

Lieutenant Charles Keller's letter transmitting certificate of J udge Hunnicutt . . J 1 93 
appended : Certificate of Judge Hunnicutt certifying to the fact that no elec- 
tion was held in precinct No. 1, Cleburne County, fifth congressional district 

of Alabama, and giving reason rendered by inspector therefor 119: 

Lieutenant Charles Keller reports the murder of a negro, and measures taken 

to arrest the murderers - 1193-1194 

Lieutenant Charles Keller reports outrage perpetrated by disguised men 1194 

affidavit of Diana Williams concerning Ku-Kliix outrages 1194-1195 

affidavit of G. Cornelius concerning Ku-Klux taking arms, &c 1195 

letter of L. M. Douglas, judge of probate, requesting that troops be sent to 
certain localities ; states that the civil authorities are unable to preserve the 

peace 1195-1196 

affidavit of Daniel Vix concerning attack on his house 1196 

statement of Deputy Sheriff Joseph Lee concerning outrages in Lawrence 

Comity. 1196-119' 

affidavit of J. Sanford concerning the murder of Louis Campbell by disguised 

men 119' 

letter of J. P. Doyle, sheriff of Madison County, asking for military aid to 

arrest certain murderers, &c 1197 

Mulligan, E. M., makes affiduvit regarding Ku-Klux outrage 11 98 

affidavit of Mary Campbell concerning the murder of her husband 1198-1 199 

letter of Captain G. H. McLoughlin inclosing affidavit of Isham Henry -.1199-1200 

affidavit of Samuel Mastin concerning robbery by Ku-Klux 1200 

affidavit of Moses B. Sullivan, minister, concerning ill-treatment received from 
Ku-Klux, (see testimony of A. S. Lakin, page 146.) 

affidavit of Henry Rivers regarding his being shot by Benjamin Evans 1200-1201 

affidavit of W. C. Stephens concerning attempt to arrest W. M. Evans and 

others 1201 

affidavit of N. Meeks concerning forcible entry of his house by Ku-Klux 1201-1202 

affidavit of J. White concerning Ku-Klux outrage 1202 

petition of thirty-four citizens of Vienna for military protection for themselves 

and property 1203 

petition of \V. R. Hunnicutt, judge of probate, and twelve other citizens of 

Cleburne County, Alabama, for military protection 1203 

letter of Robert Fearn requesting military protection for Vienna district 1204 

affidavit of J. Leslie concerning Ku-Klux outrages 1204 

affidavit of William Blair concerning Ku-Klux outrages 1204-1205 

S. W. Crawford's letter to assistant adjutant general. Department of the South, 
forwarding documents A, B, C, and D, regarding disturbances in Blount 
County 1207 
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DOCirMENTS appended to the testimony of S. W. Crawford— Continued. 

appended : Letters from A. S. Lakin, A. B. Watson, W^illiam Shepard, and 

F. W. White ' 1207-1-209 

S. W. Crawford's letter to assistant adjutant general, Department of the South, 

in regard to civil affairs 1209 

appended : Letter of J. W. Haralson, in regard to civil affairs in Blount 

County, requesting troops, &c 1209-1210 

Lieutenant P. IL Flood reports result of investigation of disturbance at Ste- 
venson, Alabama 12](t 

Lieutenant Charles Harkins reports result of investigation of disturbance at 

Somerville, Alabama 1211 

S. W. Crawford reports regarding state of atfairs at Jacksonville, Calhoun 

County 1211-1212 

Lieutenant Charles Harkins reports result of investigation into the murder of 

Saiiiuel Boyd, late solicitor of Greene County, Alabama i212-]2r> 

appended : Statements of Sheriff Cole, A. A. Smith, circuit clerk, S. B. Bown, 
county assessor, copy of testimony before and proceedings of coroner's 

inquest \ 1213-121 C 

Lieutenant Charles Harkins reporting cause of disturbance at Eutaw, 

Alabama 12K)-12!7 

Captain McLoughlin's report regarding disturbances at Stevenson, Alabama.. 1217 
Lieutenant Gallagiier's report regarding disturbances at Ashville, Alabama 1217-1211' 

appended : Affidavit of Charles A. Kitchey 1219-122<' 

Captain McLoughlin reports regarding outrage on J. McMannan J22<' 

Captain McLoughlin reports that his camp has been fired on ; civil law a dead 

letter ; ex-Union soldier living in his camp for protection 1221 

appended : Affidavit of Colomay Smith 1221 

Captain Mcl-^oughlin reports regarding state of affairs at Ashville, Alabama 1222 

appended: Letter from Judge DeBerry requesting that the town he place! 
under martial law. Affidavit of W^illiam Starkey concerning Ku-Klnx out- 
rages 1222 

Captain McLoughlin reports regarding state of affairs in Saint Clair County.. 122*' 

Captain McLoughlin reports the shooting of Mr. Springfield I22*> 

Lieutenant Bateman reports regarding fight between negroes and disguised 

men at Courtland, Alabama 1223-1224 

appended: Statement of Mr. Baker; joint statement of Messrs. Foster, H. 

liaker, Mr. Phalen, and Mr. Simmons. Diagram of scene of action 1224-122^ 

Captain McLouglilin reports regarding the murder of Mr. Harrison 1229 

Lieutenant Bateman reports regarding disiurbauces in Fayette County, 

Alabama 122i* 

Lieutenant Bateman reports action in assisting civil officers 122U-123'' 

a[>pended : Affidavit of F. M. Treadaway, sheriff of Fayette County, Alabama. 1230 

Captain McLoughlin reports the shooting of Jessie Ingram 123(t 

Judge Haralson applies for troops for De Kalb County, Alabama 123! 

S. Lawler and R. Barber, affidavits legarding disguised men 1231-1232 

Frank Bell's affidavit regarding Ku-Klux outrages 1232 

James Bell and Joshua Harris, affidavit regarding Ku-Klux outrages 123^'. 

H. G. Thomas, sheriff, reports that he nui^t resign or suspend business 1233-1234 

C. Hays, member of Congress, letters regarding murders, c^c, in Suniter, 
Greene, and Tuscaloosa Counties, Alabama 1234 

Judge DeBerry, requesting troops for Saint Clair County, Alabama 1234-123r> 

E. G. Barnes, requesting at least one hundred troops for Patona, Alabama... 1235 

W. S. McElwftin, requesting troops for l^itona, Alabama 123," 

J. McMannan's affidavit regaroiug outrage on him 1235-123^' 

A. D. Bailey's, C. 1. Sharp's, E. L. Hesierby's statements concerning dis- 
turbance at Cross Plains, Alabama \ ]23r>-12!> 

S. Crawford, requesting garrison for Stevenson, Alabama 123b 

Lucinda Ford's affidavit concerning Ku-Klux outrage 1239 

D. L. Dalton, Ibrwarding letter of W. B. Bowen I23;f 

appended letter of W. B. Bowen concerning firing upon colored congregati(jns. . 124i; 

telegrams to General Crawford from various parties 1240-1242 

Affidavit of Willie McGregor 1242 

Documents referred to in testimony of John Van Valkenburg 80]-^S09 

Dormau, Jauies, (Isaac,) whipping of 128, 155, ]()2-lG4, 151,211,234 

Dougherty, , killing of 921* 

Dougherty, William, character of 10G4, 1005, 107(^ 1106. I HP 

Dougherty, William, shooting of 1023, 1024, 1032, 1002, 1U04, lOH.'. 

II-— A 
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DOUGHERTY, WILLIAM, testimony of 1022-]042 

reRideiit of Opelika, Lee County ; native of Georgia ; lived at Tuskegee June, 

1870 ; assistant marshal to take the census of Macon County 1022 

a republican 1031 

outrage upon J. H. Alston, (attempted assassination,) and its effect upon the 

republican party of the county 1023, 1031 

particulars of the shooting of witness 1023, 1024, 1032 

hung in effigy 1024,1037 

thinks J. S. Smith was the man who shot him 1024, 1032, 1033 

republican meeting in October, 1870, interrupted, and speakers insulted . . 1024, 1027, 1034 

Zion church fired into; two negroes killed and five wounded 1021, 1025, 1034, 1035 

no efforts made to ascertain the perpetrators 1025 

nearly every colored church and school-house in the county burned in the fall 

of 1870 1025,1026 

relative^arty vote of Macon County 1026, 1028, 1030, 1039, 1040, 1041, 1042 

insecurity felt by republicans 1026 

intimidation of voters 1026, 1028, 1035, 1036, 104(1 

attempts to prevent republican meetings being held 1027 

the democratic paper at Tuskegee reported several of these outrages, and 

charged them upon republicans ; its tone as to Ku-Khix outrages 1028 

case of James H. Alston, and his character and standing 1029, 1036, 1037 

disclaims having made the statements testified to hy Alston 1029, 1030 

witness indicted and tried for murder of Timothy Davis, in 1868, and acquit- 
ted 1030, 1031, 1037, 1039 

J. H. Hodnett shot at for being a republican 1033, 1034 

has frequently received Ku-Klux letters ; their purport 1037 

believes there was a Ku-Klux organization in Macon Countj^ in 1870 ; mani- 
festation of feeling on part of the democrats on account of his activity in 

the election of 1870 1038 

grand and petit juries generally Composed of democrats 1035, 1039 

alleged causes for the burning of schools and churches 1039 

contested-election case of Norris vs. Handley 1040, 1041 

Douglass, , killing of 428 

Douglass, Judge, as a carpet-bagger 781-783 

DOX, Hon. PETER M., testimony of 428-462 

resident of Huntsville since 1854 ; member of the present Congress and of 

Forty-first Congress ; a farmer 428 

reared in Ontario county. New York 454 

execution of the laws 428,453,454 

disguised men, bands of, &c 431,432,442,443,444,446,450,451,452,459 

disguised men, ptirposes of..* 432,444,445,451 

disguised men, palliation of acts of 457 

election laws 435, 453 

freedom of political opinions - 429, 430 

negroes, promises made by radicals to 435,445,459,460 

negroes voting democratic ticket. - 434, 435 

difficulty at Patona, (cross-roads) 428,429,445,456 

law of Congress in regard to Ku-Klux 458 

no convictions for Ku-Klux outrages 458 

killing of Ben. Snodgrass 428 

killing of Bob Thompson 428 

killing of Ragland 428 

killing of Douglass 428 

killing of Cate 428,451 

killing of James H. P. Wright 433,451 

killing of Boyd, solicitor of Greene county 444 

killing of Ned Larkin and brother 451 

hanging of Luke 429, 445 

shooting of Cox 432 

• shooting of Judge Thurlow 432,442,452 

whipping of Mr. Harker 451 

concerning Rev. A. S. Lakin, 430, 433, 434, 438, 439, 440, 446, 447, 448, 449, 451, 458, 460 

firing into house of Rev. A. S. Lakin 441 

opposition to reconstruction, &c ^ 435,446 

general amnesty 437, 455 

rapes by negroes 446 

taxation in Alabama 461 

concerning Union Leagues 432 



INDEX. 



XIX 



Page. 

DRAKE, CHARLES L., testimony of 1545-J550 

resiileiit of Deniopolis. Mareugo eoiiiity ; register in chancery; ^Yas circuit 

clerk ; was connected with the Freed men's Bureau 1545 

came to the »*^tate in April, l^GG 1550 

was insulted at Linden by the crowd assembled to hear Dr. Jones speak; 

interruptions of the nieetinfy while Dr. Jones was speaking 3540 

ciiaracter of Jones's speech ; the colored people at the meeting wore quiet and 

orderly 3547 

unfriendly feeling toward republican otfice-holders 1547, 1548 

social ostracism ; unfriendly feeling toward colored schools ; whipping of 
Neifeling; two school -houses and a church burned in Choctaw County : the 
county, until within a year, exempt from cases of violence, but within the 
year such occurrences quite frequent ; no one punished lor outrages upon 
the negroes ; riot at Shiloh ; Robin Westbrook killed ; riot at Linden, and 

whipping of Neibling 1548 

outrages common in Choctaw, Sumter, Greene, and Hale Counties; no earnest 
efforts made to dif^cover and punish otienders ; discrimination in the admin- 
istration of justice on account of color and political opiniou; intimidation of 

voters 1540 

opinion as to whether the negro is fit to vote 1550 

Dunlap, Frank, i'lentilied by Reynolds IJHt) 

Dunn, :Mike, killing of 1^60, 1361, 13(i5, 1054, 1901, ]9]i>, 1913, 1918 

Dunn, >(i>rris, identified by Fullerlove 1G40 

Dunn, Squire, driving utf of negroes of 1\?>S 

Duskin, George M., received Ku-Klux letters 1*J*J5 

E. 

ECHOLS, HOWELL, (colored,) testimony of 957-9i;i) 

lives in Huntsvillc ; presidins: elder of the Methodist Church 957 

details the history of the Methodist church over which he was pastor; its 

building, transfer, &c 957-900 

EDWARDS, DRURY RECBEN, testimony of 1923-1933 

resident of Choctaw County 19"23 

statements of witness relative to his fox-huMt with Morris Dunn, accused of 

whipping Robert Fullerlove 1923-1927, 1930, 1931 

his knowledge of the Ku-Klux organization, their purpose, A:c 1927-1930, 19;i2 

Edwards, Nathaniel, killiugof 102, 1919 

Election laws, chaiacterand operation of l>5, 1S6, 209, 239, 249, 250, 35:^, 3G7-3()9, 379, 

3^0, 384, 402, 453, 503, 521-524, 555, 5(3J, 905, 900, 972, 973, 1 1^0, lS,-8. 18c9 

Elections, character of 1081. 1"^02, 1803, 1957 

for governor.. 181-184, 192, 193, 210,217, 301, 362, 370, 379, 396, 397, 497-501, 51 1-518 

fraiids 1150-1152,1402 

Elkins, Wash, identified by Weir 1244 

Emigration 1400, 1050, 1712, 1739, 1951 

ENGLISH, WILLIAM H., testimony of 1433-1441 

conductor on the Selma and Meridian railroad for ten years 1433 

native of Georgia 1430 

was on the train when Diggs, a rontt-agent, was killed ; circumstances con- 
nected with the killing ; Robert Eustick tuld witness that he intended to kill 

Diggs, and afterward that he had killed him 1433, 1439, 1440 

witness reported the facts to the post-ofiice department in Selma, to the re- 
ceiver and superintendent of tlie road, and to the United States deputy mar- 
shal ; nothing done in the case 1433, 1434 

the advice he gave Coleman, the successor of Diggs ; Coleman was threat- 
ened , 1434,1435,1440 

John Hardy, conductor, forced to give up his position by disguised men ; 

think they acted purely in the public interest 1436 

negroes arrested in Sumter County by the Ku-Klux, the train stopped, 

negroes put on board and taken to Livingston jail 1437 

reasons for witness's discharge from the road 1430, 1437 

Loyal League and Ku-Klux organizations 1437,1438 

Meridian riot 1439 

miscegenation 1441 

Etheridgc, J. S., shooting of 1070 

Eustick, Robert, killing of Diggs by - 1433, 1439, 1440 

Eutaw, lioL at. .4, 5,9,10,14, 15,28,29,41,44,45,02,^:0,81,90.100,101,221,261,208-271, 
279, 2S1 , 284, 285, 296, 301. 302, 307-310, 312, 315, 317, 319, 327, 338, :140, 348, 

349, 354, 423, 1 170, 1784, 1904 
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Eiitaw, trial of rioters at 12,10,37,51,54,83,105 262,280,317,327,1410,1414,1840 

Evans, Benjamin, shooting- of Henry Rivers by J 105 

Evans, Prince, whipping of I45y 

Evans, Willis Monroe, killing of 1190 

EzeU, Isham, killing of 1361,1364,1655, 1918 

Ezell, William, killing of 1267, 1869, 1885, 1901, 1912, 1913 

F. 

FALKNER, JEFFERSON, testimony of 1114-1125 

resident of Montgomery ]J14 

a lawyer 1115 

a democrat ; native of the South ; a minister of the Gospel ; was in the con- 
federate army 1121 

shooting of Americus Trambles 1114,1115, 1117,1116 

thinks diligent search was made to discover the perpetrators 1115, 1120 

and that they were from Georgia J116 

^killing of a negro at political meeting in La Fayet-te, by the marshal.. 1116, 1123, 1224 

character and standing of Trambles ; mixed churches 1119, 1120 

no Ku-Klux organization in Chambers County; some disturbances in Talla- 
poosa County, by disguised men, and their object ]121 

social standing, &c,, of Mrs. Randall 1115, 1118, 1 122, 1 123 

Fayette County, strength of Ku-Klux in 547 

negroes driven from 55O 

Ku-Klux operations in 1172, 1752 

terrorism in J294 

convention of disguised men in , 1763 

whipped in : Mr. Fowler, Mr. Tidwell, Mr. Wooley — 3. 

outrages in : Sheriff Treadway killed in ; Rev. Mr. Johnson shot in ; Mr. Tra- 

wick : 

Fearon, Elliott, killing of 930 

Feeling between whites and blacks . . 252, 335, 353, 356, 371 , 550, 562, 909-91 1 , 970, 931 , 982^ 
nil, 1113, 1144, 1179, 1288, 1320, 1350, 1372, 1373, 1410, 1411, 1661, 1662, 1681,' 

1705, 1707, 1766, 1770, 1995, 1960 

toward northern settlers and radicals 841,842,684,936, 1374, 1422, 1542, 1547, 1548 

1858, 1920, 1979, 1980, 1992, 1993 

toward United States Government 339,353,406,768,825,826,850,851,1287, 1288, 

1409, 1817, 1824-1827, 1850, 1859, 1864, 1865 

FENDERSON, SHEPERD, (colored,) testimony of 1395-1405 

lives in Marengo County; a farmer; killing of Robin Westbrook 1395, 1404 

Mrs. Westbrook's views as to who killed him, &c 1395-1397, 1403 

character, standing, &c., of Westbrook 1397, 1398, 1400, 1403, 1404 

general opinion that the cause of his death was the beating of Dr. Smith in a 
lawsuit; thinks Di'. Smith was not shot at, and his reasons therefor .. ..1398, 1399, 

1400, 140.3 

negroes whipped and made to confess the shooting 1398, 1399, 1404 

cause of Dr. Smith's lawsuit ; he was believed to be in the raid upon West- >• 

brook 140} 

Richard Lewis whipped 1399, 1402, 1404 

general opinion that the boys in jail for firing on Dr. Smith were innocent, and 

that Lewis gave their names to save his further whipping 1402 

intimidation of complainants 1404 

intimidation of voters 1404, 1405 

Few, Ignatius A., raid on house of 1081, 1100-1102, 1144, 1147-1149 

FEW, IGXATIUS A., testimony of 1080-1085 

resident of Opelika, Lee County ; a butcher ; lived in Russell County ; was ^ 

a teacher there of colored schools 1080 

native of Georgia 1083 

his house attacKed July 19, 1869 ; twenty-two stones thrown through the win- 
dows, and room fired into several times ; was afraid to call upon the sheriff 
and county solicitor, because he believed they weie in sympathy with the 
attacking party ; thinks the object of the assault was to break up the school 

and get him out of the way 1081 

his republicanism the cause of the outrage 1081,1084 

thinks the citizens were opposed to colored schools ; intimidation of voters ; 

was frequently threatened 1082, 1083 

names of the parties who, he thinks, attacked his house 108^^, 1084 

they are all democrats ; left Russell county on account of apprehension of 

danger 1084 

charged with trying to create social equality.! 1081, 1084, 1085 
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Finances, State and county 962,963 

Fhil«y, Mr., killing of I75J, 17CS, 185*2, 197J, 1^72 

Force, Lewis D., testimony in trial of Patona rioters as to Ku-Klux 79,92.96, 100,465, 

467, 468, 473, 474, 482, 484 

Fletcher, , shooting of ]284, 1482 

Ford, Lucinda and family, outrage upon 1173, 12Z'J 

Ford, William, whipping of 680,68J/J2B 

FOKD, WILLIAM, (colored,) testimony of 679-686 

lived in Madison County in the fall of 186H 679 

was in the Army three weeks 680 

whipping of witness by disguised men 680,681 

whipping of George Lawler for being a republican 681 

whipping of Wesley Vincent ; no one ever punished for these whippings ; 

intimidation of voters 6t2 

colored people nearly all deprived of their fire-arms 683 

Loyal Leagues, operation, teaching, c^c, ol 683-686 

FOKNEY, WILLIAM H., testimony of ; 462-492 

resident of Jacksonville for thirty-five years; lawyer by profession; counsel 
for persons charged with being engaged in the murders at Cross Plains or 

Patona 4€2 

execution of the laws 462,479 

disguised men, bands of, cK:c., 462, 466, 471 , 472, 474, 475, 476, 477, 478, 479, 480, 

481 , 483, 485, 486, 4d7, 468, 489, 490 

disguised men, whip2)ings by 475,476 

dii-'guised men, character of members of oands of 460 

difficulty at I'atona or Cross Plains 462-472,481-485 

difiiculty at Patona, testimony of Levvis M. Force in trial of 465, 467, 

468,473,474,482,484 

hanging of William C. Luke 465, 470, 471, 4h^3 

outrage upon Crook 475, 4b7 

no punishment inflicted for Ku-Klux offenses 479 

negroes in disguise committing olfenses 4h'8 

negroes voting democratic ticket .1 468, 480 

I negro sufiVage 492 

A|conceruiug Freedmen's Bureau 477 

Fowler, Mr., whipping of 549 

Frances, Mr., killing of 136 

Frankenham, Mr., killing of 1971 

Frederick, Ciesar, killing of 77 

Freedman's Bureau, effect, cS:c., of 357,371,390,477,1132 

Friend, David, identified by Blair 676 

Fuller, John, struck in face with club 1239 

FULLLRLOVE, ROBERT, (colored,) testimony of l649-16(;o 

resident of Choctav, County 164i> 

votes the radical ticket all i he time 1653 

details of whipping and outrage U]ion witness by Charley Bran and Morris 
Dunn, while on his way to testify before the connnittee; in obedience to its 

subpoena 1649-1651, 1658,1659 

his house fired into February, 1871 1651, H)52, 1659, 16(}0 

details of second attack upon his house in April 1652, 1653, 1656, 1659 

threats made against him ; has been lying out at nights since April 25 1653 

was promised protection if he would vote the democratic ticket 1654, 1660 

Mike Dunn killed, October, 1871, and Abe Lyons 1654 

Thomas Rogers killed, June, 1871 1554,1655 

Isam Ezell and another killed, September, 1871 ; school-houses and churches 

burned 1655 

intimidation of voters 1655, 1606 

is afraid to return home ; thinks of going to Kansas : all the people in the 

neighborhood fixing to go 1656 

court-house shot into in April ; the court adjourned and none held since 1657 

signs a card to obtain protection 1660 

G. 

Gallagher, Lieutenant M. Frank, reports of 1161,1191 

Gardiner, Amos, whipping of 862 

Gardiner, Major, whipping of brother of - 864 



XXII 



INDEX. 



Page. 

GARDINER, MAJOR, (colored,) testimony of 862-864 

'born in Madison County 862 

his house fired into by disguised men ; Martin Bush, Simon Bush, and Amos 

Gardiner whipped 862 

guns taken from the negroes ; was compelled to leave home 862,863 

ordered to vote the democratic ticket 863 

several negroes driven from home ; witnesses brother twice whipped 864 

Gardner, Judge, shooting and whipping of 527 

Gardner, Tom, whipping of 3998 

GARRETT, JAMES J., testimony of 1475-1491 

resident of Hale County 1475 

was an old-line whig ; was in the confederate army ; opposed secession ; native 

of North Carolina ^ 1489 

character and standing of Blackford, probate judge 1475, 1484, 1485, 1486, 1490 

Blackford "svould sometimes give one account and sometimes another of his 

being visited by disguised men, and assign different reasons therefor 1475, 1486 

one was that the friends of Hutchinson, his predecessor, wished to drive him 
from office, that Hutchinson might obtain it ; the majority of the community 

inclined to this opinion 1476 

Blackford administered his office for a time under the direction and advice of 

witness 1476, 1477 

details of the tansaction which resulted in the selling of Blackford's property, 

and his resignation from office 1477 

does not think the committee compelled Blackford to leave, or that he needed 

to be under any apprehension of personal violence 1477, 1478 

never knew any one molested on account of his politics 1478, 1483 

Orlando Charles's house shot into ; his wife wounded, and he narrowly escaped 
being killed ; this outrage alleged to have been done by negroes on the insti- 
gation of Blackford : 1478, 1479 

Aleck Webb, colored, killed, in 1867, by John C. Orick ; a riot followed, the 
negroes scouring the country in pursuit of Orick ; Mr. Gewer captured by 

them and brought before Judge Blackford ; Orick left the State 1479 

killing of Harvey McCann, colored, in Perry County ; attempt to release Pey- 
ton McDonald from jail l3y a band of disguised men 1480 

attempt to take a colored mau from the Marion jail 1480, 1481 

Mrs. Nutting's house fired into 1481 

negro found dead near Hollow Square ; Mr. Monette's house fired into ; sup- 
posed to have been done by negroes ; negro prayer-meeting fired into and one 

of the parties wounded 148*3 

the raid upon Judge Blackford 1483, 1484 

McGrary released from jail 1484, 1491 

Blackford was a disturbing element in the community, and the people sought 
to get rid of him ; the main consideration in the purchase of his property 

was to get him away I486 

thinks he would have staid had it been left entirely to him ; condition of the 

purchase of his property, that he should resign and leave : 1487 

object, &c., of the Ku-Klux Klan 1487,1488,1489 

republican officers generally in bad repute 1489 

general conduct and behavior of the colored people 1489, 1490 

official conduct of Judge Blackford investigated by a committee ; their report 

satisfactory 1 490 

Geary, Andrew, killing of 1092-1094 

Gewer, Mr., arrested by negroes 1479, 1499, 1522 

Gibson, Frank, identified by Weir 653, 654, 695 

Gibson, Isaac, killing of 94^ 

GILES HENRY, (colored,) testimony of ]009-i0l(> 

went by the name of Garrett, when registered 1009 

has lived in Montgomery since Christmas ; did live in Nixburg beat, Coosa 

County; deacon in the Baptist church 1010 

the white men in the beat said we were too strong republicans, and that the 

church would be burned ; intimidation of voters 1010, J 01 5 

church burned January 1, 1871, by disguised men lUlO, 1011, 1014 

shooting of Ben Renshaw, same date ; Wiley Williams (colored) whipped; Aleck 

Shcely (colored) whipped, Tallapoosa County; Big Maxwell whipped 1011 

Green Sturdeway and Jerry Webb whipped ; all these were whipped because 

they voted the republican ticket 1012 

witness afraid to return home, as thelCn-Klux threaten they will kill him. 1012, 1014, 1015 

all his property taken during his absence 1013 

Smith Watley whipped for being a republican 1015, 1016 

Dick Martin, Joseph Baker, and John Baker whipped J 016 
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Gin, Joseph, wliippecl and shot at 812,814,918,922 

GILL, JOSEPH, (colored,) testimony of 812-8ir. 

lives in Arkansas; fifty-one years old ; a slave before the Avar 814 

whipped b}' Kii-Khix two hundred lashes and shot at tAvice, in Madison county 

in 1 868 f compelled to leave home 812,814 

his house visited in 1868 and 1869 and searched for g-uiis ; leaves for Arkansas ; 
made two crops there; returned to Alabama six weeks ago to collect some 

money due; disarming of the negroes by disguised men 8Kv 

kinds of disguises worn 8i:^ 

stories told the negroes by the Ku-Klux 812,813,814 

GILLE8PIE, JOHN C, testimony of 16U2-162(t 

resident of Livingston, Sumter County : clerk in the probate court ; is the oldest 

inhabitant, 1602; voted for Seymour and Blair 162<* 

raid upon Dr. Choutteau's house, and the killing of Coblentz J()02, 1603, 16(M 

alleged improper influence exerted by Dr. Choutteau; his teachings and char- 
acter 1602, 1603, 1608, 160'J 

Jasper and Zekc; High taken from jail and killed 1604, 1()0I'> 

tlie community powerless to prevent thest^ outrages 1605 

Ku-Klux organization, its extent, c\.c 1606, 161"; 

whipping (if Adam Kennard 1606 

killing of Richard Burk ; George Houston shot 1607 

scalawags not held in high estimation 1609 

Isaiah Hunter (colored) shot and burned in his house 1609, I61(t 

Judge Smith's character as judge, and the prejudice against him 1610-1612 

liis niill, gin-house, fences, and bridges burned 1611 

the failure to convict in Ku-Klux cases arif^es from the difhculty in ascertaining 

the parties and the danger to witnesses 1611^^ 

Powers or Powell (colored) and an Englishman whipped and shot ; colored 

school-honses burned ; general behavior of the negroes 1611 

killing of Collins in an alleged Ku-Khix raid ; riot in Livingston, August, IhTO, 

and political meeting dispersed 161' 

character of Mr. Price, who called this meeting 1615, 1616 

social proscription on account of teaching coIohmI school 1616 

interruption of a meeting at Livingtou, b'^TO, addressed by Ex-Senator Waruer 

and Ex-Governor Smith l 1617 

the mass of the colored people re])ublican; no atteujpt to canvass the county 
by republicans ; it was hazardous for the congressional candidate to come 

there and speak 161'^ 

falling off of the vote from 1868 to 1870; causes tliereof 1619 

Gilmore, Mr., implicated in the killing of Thomas 1672 

Gilmore, W. J., burning of house of 1627 

Gilmore, \V. J., as county superintendent of Choctaw Countv 1875, 1-^76, 1H79-188I 

GLOVER, BENJAMIN M., testimony of 1868-1897 

resident of Mount Sterling, Choctaw County; probate judge ; appointed May 

10, 1871 ; was previously a lawyer ; was a whig, and opposed secession • 18(58 

now a democrat 1876 

member of the legislature before the war 1877 

iustice of the peace and coroner 1895 

the people of Choctaw County law-abiding Id6^ 

resignation of the sheriff 1 1868, 1869, IrOi 

killing of Abe Lyon in 1871 1868, 1869, 1^^82, 1H83, 1887, 1H97 

killing of Rogers, Ezell, and Lem. Campbell 1869, 1885 

no intimidation of colored republican voters ; democratic negroes ; one mobbed 

forvotingthe democratic ticket 1869, 1879, 1888 

the county and judicial officers who were elected in 1868 Ib70, I88<« 

character of Judge Hill as to his efficiency as an officer 1871, 188lf 

investigation of the accounts of Alexander Hill, treasurer ; burning of the 
records of the probate court and of the circuit court ; universal opinion that 
the fire was caused by parties interested in destroying the evidence against 

them 1871, l H-^0 

Ku-Klux notice to Judge J. Q. Smith, warning liim not to hold court .1871, 1^72, 1*^8'.^ 

Judge Luther R. Smith's mill and gin-house burned Ih72, 187"*> 

witness's gin-house burned 1873, IH?? 

effort to discover the murderers of Abe Lyon ; resolutions adopted at a meet- 
ing to suppress lawlessness, and a band pursuing marauders 1^73, 1883, 18'<6 

sheriffs of Choctaw County, and their character as to efficiency 1^73, lw7 i 

character and actions of Robert FuUerlove . . - 1«74, 1877, 187?^, 1^79 
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GLOVER, BENJAMIN M., testimony of— Continued. 

concerning W. J. Gilmore, superintendent of schools of Choctaw County 1875, 1876 

1879,1880,1881 

standing:, &c., of Judge Smith 1878, 187C> 

the holding of a plurality of offices ; negro killed below Mount Sterling' 1882 

killing of Sir. Tnomas, and trial of Judge Morris, charged with his killing.. .1683, 1884 

1885, 1895, 189G 

knows of no white man having been punished for being concerned in the whip- 
ping or killing of negroes 1886 

Ku-Klux organization, its extent, &c 1887, 1890, 1893-1897 

election laws and their operation 1888, 1889 

church in which school was held burned 1889 

opposition to negro suffrage 1889, 1890 

education of negroes 1889 

Union League, its extent, &c 1890, 1895 

Judge Hill notified to resign, and the shooting of him 1891 

a county convention called, which passed resolutions requesting the officers to 

resign 1891, 189-2 

meeting of the bar, aud its action ; resignation of the judge 1892 

GLOVER, PEARSON J., testimony of 1338-1351 

resides in Marengo County ; a planter ; native of the State ; non-resident of the 

State for nine years 1338 

was in the confederate army 1348 

Mr. Neibling, teacher of a colored school, whipped, April, 1871 , by disguised men ; 
witness resented it as an indignity to himself aud issued notice to the attack- 
ing party, addressing it to them personally, through the newspapers, saying 
that he would keep Neibling at his house ; that he should not leave, and that 

any man who came to molest him would be killed 1338 

received a notice that if he did not take back what he had said, he would be vis- 
ited ; Mr. Neibling continued teaching until July, then returned home at 

the solicitation of his mot-her • 1339 

believes that Marschalk, who was afterward killed by Mr. Burney, was one of 

the attacking party 1340 

county appropriation to railroad voted 1340, 1341 

question of location of co\irt-house ; charges that W, B. Jones, State senator, 

was bribed 1341 

reasons for Neibling's whipping 1340, 1341, 1342 

statement of W. T. Neibling, as published in the Expouent 1342-1343 

his card as originally published in the Marengo Journal 1344 

political course of W. B. Jones 1345,1346,1347,1349,1350 

extract from the Tuscaloosa Monitor, and the character of its editor 1347, 1348 

thinks the disturbances which exist are caused by the teachings of such men 

as Jones 1349 

hostility between the races 1350 

conduct of the freedmeu since the war unprecedentedly good 1351 

Godfrey, Danger, cutting off the ears of 1730 

Goldthwaite, Zack, whipping of 1007 

Goodloe, Calvin, character of - 595-597 

GOODLOE, JOHN CALVIN, testimony of (336-G4V 

resident of Colbert County ^ ^ 036 

character of William Henderson 630 

his investigations in the Henderson case 636-638 

whipping of Jordan Wright and his expulsion from home 638, 639 

effect of Ku-Klux outrages upon labor ; the negroes did not generally vote at 

the last two elections 639 

no conviction of Ku-Klux ; education of negroes ; Ku-Klux disbanded ; the 

laws executed 640 

Goshe, Adam, shooting of 1092-1094 

GOULD, J. McKEE, testimony of 1637-1845 

resident aud native of Greene County ; assistant superintendent and civil 

engineer of the Alabama aud Chattanooga Railroad ; a farmer 1837 

was in the confederate army 1840 

condition of county quiet and peaceable ^..-1837, 1839 

negroes votijig the democratic ticket 1838 

concerning Ben. Leonard's recantation of his republicanism ; no intimidation 

of voters ...1838,1839 

great amount of stock-stealing..-.. 1839, 1844, 1845 

killing of Guilford Coleman 1839, 1842, 1844 

trial of the Eutaw rioters 1840 
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GOULD, J. McKEE, testimony of— Continued. 

whippinp: of Amos Blakely, colored, 1871 1840,1841 

killing of fSara. Caldwell ; negroes killed 1841 

killing of Mr. Boyd 1842, 1844 

Ku-Klux organization, its extent, &:o 1842, 1843, 1844 

tone of the press relative to the Ku-Klux 1843, 1844 

character of Ben. Leonard ; no one punished for outrages upon colored people. 1844 
Government, United States, feeling toward .331), 353, 406, 768, 825, 826, 850, 85 1 , 1287, 1288, 

1409, 1817, 1824-1827, 1850, 1859, 1864, 1865 

Granger, Alfred, killing of 375 

Grattan, Mr., killing of 1634 

Greathouse, , killing of 417 

Green, Philip, burning of house of 1285, 1520 

GREEN, THOMAS U., testimony of 870-871 

native of Madison County; lives in Huntsville ; member of all the grand 
juries since the war, except the last; was a member in November, 1>69, of 

the jury of w Inch Judge Charlton was foreman 870 

upward of thirty indictments found by that jury, perhaps half for illicit dis- 
tilling, others for homicide ; the parties indicted not brought to trial 870 

Greene County, outrages in ^ 1161, 1191 

election, statistics (y( 1461 

Ku-Klnx operations in 1790 

free expression of })olitical opinion in 174,280, 281, 304, 33^ 

people of, not opposed to reconstruction 311 

outraged in, Lucy Breathitt, Mr. Cockrell, Carr Davis, Nelson Harris, Judge 
William Miller— 5. 

killed in, Samuel Boyd, Sam Caldwell, James Carpenter, John Carprnter, 
CJnilford Coleman, Sam Colvin, Nelson Harris, James Martin, Henry Miller, 
Mr. Palmer, Samuel Snoddy — II. 
♦ shot in, Henry Dew — I. 
whipped in, Amos Blakely ; Choctaw Joe. Kev. Mr. Kill, Littleton Hood — 4. 

Greensborough, interrui)tion of meeting at 1453 

Griffin, Scott, whipping of 1191 
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Hale County, election statistics of 1279, 1280 

outraged in, Mr. Blackford, Mr. Chapman, Mr. Clause — 3. 
killed in, Alexander Webb — 1. 
shut in, Orlando Charles's wife, Mr. Fletcher — 2. 
whipped in. Handy Ilardiwick — 1. 

Hale, Judge, raid on house of 729 

HALE, SAMUEL A., testimony of 1HI2-1835 

resides near Livingston, Sumter County, and has been in the State nearly 

thirty-five years ; has been a lawyer 1812 

a republican and a Union man I?^j3 

native of New Hampshire ; a brother of John P. Hale 1820 

discussion, in sub-committee, as to the admissibility of the letter of witness to 

Senator Wilson on the condition of the country 1812-1814 

character of the men composing the constitutional convention and of the elec- 
tion at which they were returned 1815, ISK;, 1819, 1826 

character, standing, c\:c., of Sheriff Beville 1&I5, 18J9, 1825, 1826 

causes of discontent 1816 

carpet-baggers 1^^16, li^2^' 

Ku-Klux organization, its extent. Sec 1816, 1817, 1820, 1821, 1822, 1823, \t'2i 

outrage upon Mr. Chouttejiu 1816, 1817, 1^21 

killing of Coblentz; witness shot at 1017 

more hostile feeling against the North and the Government to-day than there 

was during the war 1817, 1824-1827 

chaiacter, t.\:c.,of Daniel Price 1^16, 1817, \>:l>::, 18'^5 

character of the speeches nuide to the colored people 1818 

character, standing, cScc, of Tobias Lane, the Cecils, Major Pierce, and 

Kolfe ; 1818, 1819, 1825 

iiitiiiiidation of officers and judges 1819, 18'^0, 1829 

negroes killed; killing of Pichard Burke 1821 

negro whipped , . 1821, 1 822 

no one punished for outrages ; the courts a farce and a sham 1822 

intimidation of voters 1822, 182i», 1^30 

social proscription 1822, 1823, 1825 
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HALE, SAMUEL A., testimony of— Continued. 

his views on negro suffrage 1821 

character, standing, <fe,c., of Mr. Hays 1824,1825 

the State convention of 1805 was in the hands of the rebels ; that of 1867 or 

1868 in those of the carpet-baggers 1820 

probable effect of general amnesty 1827 

politics of Sumter County officials ; composition of juries 1828 

action of the joint committee on the admissibility of his letter to Senator 

Wilson 1830 

letter to Senator Wilson, dated January 1, 1808 1830-1834 

Senator Wilson's reply , 1834-1835 

Hall, Isaac, whipping of 415,410 

Hall, William, killing of 77 

HAMLIN, HE ^W (colored, ) testimony of 857-859 

lives in Madison County 857 

particulars of his whipping and that of three others 857, 858, 859 

manner of whipping 858 

the stories told them by the Ku-Klux 857, 859 

they are ordered to vote for Seymour and Blair 859 

Scrugg's house broken into and his money stolen 857, 859 

Hardiwick, Handy, whipping *of r 1984, 1991 

Hardv, John, forced to resign his position 1430 

HARGROVE, WILEY, (colored,) testimony of 1993-1990 

lives on Mr. Eggleston's plantation, five miles from Columbus, Mississippi ; 

is a cripple 1993 

w^hipping of witness and wife in Pickens County, November, 1870 1993, 1994 

his whipping political 1993, 1995 

manner of whipping; was ordered to leave, and left; Samuel Lowe (colored) 

whipped • 1994 

whipping of Bob Stocksville, Dock Johnson, and Henry Lowe 11^95 

Hargrove, Wiley, and wife, whipping of 1993, 1994, 1998, 2001, 20U0 

Harker, Mr., whipping of 451 

Harlan, Bud, identified by Weir 695 

Harper, William, whipping of 140, 167 

Harris, Berry, killing of 77 

HARRIS, JOHN G., testimony of 1587-1602 

resident of Livingston, Sumter County; a lawyer 1587 

native of the State ; was in the confederate army ; was a candidate for Congress 

in opposition to Mr. Hays 1588 

Dr. Blackford was a surgeon in the confederate army ; was tried by court-mar* 

tial and dismissed the service 1588, 1589 

a large number of colored people voted the democratic ticket ; no intimidation 

of voters on either side 1588, 1592 

whipping of Adam Kennard, (colored,) alleged by him to have been done by 

Daniel Price and some negroes 15^9 

politics of the sheriff, and of Kennard, hi^ deputy 1589, 1590 , 

the practice of holding a plurality of offices in the State 1590, 1591, 1597, 1598 

election statistics of Sumter County 1591, 1592, 15Q3 

Zeke Williams taken from jail and killed 1593, 1594 

Prater released from jail ; no earnest attempt made to arrest the perpetrators.. 1594 

Dr. Choutteuu's house visited and Coblentz killed 1594, 1595, 1598 

burning of Dr. Choutteau's house; shooting of George Houston 1595 

Danger Brown (colored) whipped, and his ears cut off by W. R. Thomas ..1595, 1596 

Jasper (colored) taken from jail, hung, then shot ' 1596 

killing of Richard Burk 1596, 1597 

Charles Brown, (colored,) whipped, 1871 15157 

Ku-Klux organization, its extent &c ! 1599, 1600 

outrages have been going on in the county since 1807 1599 

no one has been punished for any of these Ku-KIux outrages 1600 

failure to hold terms of court when appointed 1600, 1601 

Harris, Nelson, killing of \ 272 

Harrison, Frank, killing of 1172, 1229 

Harrison, Mr., whipping and killing of 078 

Harroll, R. D., information of Ku-Klux obtained from, by Taylor 1126, 1130 

Hart, Dudley, killing of 1001, 1002 

Hartley, Monie, and son, shooting of 4i0, 422 

Hatch, C. W., received Ku-Klux letters 1295 

HATTER, JAMES D., testimony of 1933-1940 

resides near Pelham, Choctaw County-..^ 1933 
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HATTER, JAMES D., testimouy of— Contiuued. 

private in the confederate army 103,' 

was a slave-holder - 1 iKVJ 

knows Charles Bran and Morris Dunn ; neither of them were at Black's Bluff 
on Monday nig^ht last : no negro called there that night ; Rohert Fullerlove 

not beaten...; 1933 J 030 

geocjraphy of the country from Tonipkinsville to Livingston 10153-1935, 1030 

negroes killed in Choctaw County 1035 

concerning witness's knowledge of the Ku-Klux and their operations 1035, 1037 

sentiment as to negro schools and negro suHrage 103.'' 

Haughey, Thomas, killing by Collins of 173 

Hawkins, Thomas, .struck with pistol 1106, 1 1(i7, 1*^0:2 

HAWKINS, THOMPSON C, testimony of 13J4-1333 

resident of Greene County; a farmer; was a mail-route agent; held the 
office five days; resigned ; was a deniocrat until the war; voted the repub- 
lican ticket in 18i'8 ; was ostracized entirely 13*24 

killing of a route-agent (Frank Diggs) on the Selma and Meridian road. 13:25, 13'2>, 13*J1' 
accepted the appointment of agent after consultation with Morgan and Jolly, 

lawyers in Eutaw 1325 

was threatent'd by Mr. Long, sub-route agent 1325,1330, 1331, 133-J 

consulted ISlr. Morgan and others, and was advised to give up his office, and 
come out in a card quitting the republican party ; did so, and it was publisheil 
with the editorial comment, " We gave a black recantation of radicalism 
last week ; this week a white one; but Ave fear that radicalism is a disease, 

and unless the blood is all let out, the disease will remain therein" 131.H) 

Ben Jjemon (colored) came out in a card and renounced his radicalism ; state- 
ments concerning Lemon's arrest, and his meeting with disguised men 1327 

Mr. Clark received a Ku-Klux notice, and left ; Arthur Smith received on", 
and left ; whipping v)f Choctaw Joe ;. a republican not safe in advocating his 

sentiments 132^ 

no one arrested for the murder of Frank Diggs, the mail-route agent 3329 

Sheffield's colored school discontinued, and the cause therefor 13/29, 133'^ 

HAYS, Hon. CHARLES, testimony of 12-25 J h35- J -37 

resident of Greene County 12, J "^35 

member of Forty-first and Forty-second Congresses. 12 

native of Greene County 15,2 * 

major in confederate army 22 

disguised men, operations of 13, 115 

disguised men, leading citizens oi)posed to li) 

riot at Eutaw, Greene County J 415 

riot at Eutaw, persons tried for 32, 19 

no punishment infiicted for Ku-Klux outrages 17 

difficulty in procuring testimony 13, Ifi, 17, 21 , 2:> 

beating of Mr. Cockrell l-^', 19, 20, 23, 24 

killing of Alexander Boyd, solicitor 12,13 

killing of Gilbert Coleman, (colored) ]'.) 

difficulties in Choctaw County ](> 

Judge Luther R. Smith notified to resign 1(5 

freedom of political opinions 16, 20, 23> 

general amnesty 16, 2 1 , 22 

effect of Ku-Klux law of Congress 115 

riot at Livingston, August 13, 1870 1835, 1836, ]<]7 

whites and blacks both armed at the meeting at Boligee 1835, 1>3(5 

negroes were armed for self-defense only ; made no canvass of Sumter County, 
because it was unsafe ; no republican in the State can make a speech in 

Pickens or F,ayette Counties 1^3«*. 

Hays, Dick, whipping* of 1 194 

Hays, G. W., character, standing, c^c, of 16G3, 1664, 1689, 1600, J706, 1714, 3824, 1-25. 

1956-1958, 1963 

HEALY, ROBERT W., testimony of 1155-l]:'r> 

United States marshal for the southern district of Alabama 1155 

has liad several conversations with Judge Busteed relative to Ku-Klux outrages, 
in one of which the judge said, "If it were not for me, a republican could not 

live in the State " 3155, n5r> 

Henderson, William, attempt to drown 540, 557, 558, 577-581 , 5^3, 584, 636-63"^ 

character of 636 

HENDERSON, W1LLL\M, (colored,) testimony of 576-590 

lives in Huntsville ; lived last August at Mr. Calvin Goodloe's, Colbert County ; 
is married 57 G 
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HENDERSON, WILLIAM, (colored,) testimooy of— Continued. 

details of outrage upon him by disguised men, and their attempt to drown 

him 577-581,583,584 

character of the disguises worn 579 

recognizes three of the party 579,580 

previous difficulty with some of tlicm 581,582 

the parties arrested, tried before the United States commissioner, and ac- 
quitted 582,583, 584 

alibis proven 568 

accounts between witness and Mr. Malone 589, 590 

Hendricks, Essex, killing of 77 

Henry, Isham, whipping of J 164, 1199, 1200 

HERE, BENJAMIN F., testimony of 16U1-1719 

resident of Livingston, Sumter Couuty ; has been an editor and publisher; 
resident since 18G5 ; born in Lancaster, Pennsylvania; removed to Missouri 

in 1853, and resided there until 1861 3661 

was in the Missouri State guard 1683 

entered the confederate service ; was editor and publisher of the Livingston 

Journal, a democratic paper 1684 

an anti-slavery man before the war; was not opposed to slavery after he went 

to Missouri j 1718 

condition of the country after the surrender; unsettled but peaceable; cotton 

seized by the Government 1661 

Captain Swift's advice to the colored people 1661, 1705 

relations between the races 1661, 1662 

facts illustrating the good feeling between the blacks and whites; a perceptible 
change in this feeling about the spring of 1867, caused by the influx of 

carpet-baggers, and the organization of the Union League 1662, 1705 

operations, <fcc., of the Loyal League. 1662, 1663, 1665, 1678, 16S7, 1688, 1689, 1692, 1693 
character, standing, &c., of Daniel Price, 13. F. Rolfe, and G. W. Hays, leaders 

of the League 1663, 1664, 1689, 1690, 1706, 1714 

letter of Tobias Lane, candidate for probate judge, to John B. Cecil 1664 

character of George Houston 1664, 1665, 1688, 1690, 1691, 1703, 1714 

withdrawals from the League 1665, 1692, 1693 

address of Sydenham Porter 1665, 1666, 1691 

extract from the Livingston Journal of August 5, 1870, relative to the disturb- 
ance at Belmont, resulting in the killing of Collins 1666, 1667 

Gerard Choutteau's version of the outrage upon him, as published in the Alabama 

State Journal of December 17, 1868 1668, 1669 

investigated the case with reference to the loss sustained by Choutteau, and 

found it exaggerated 1669, 1693, 1695, 1697, 1698, 1711 

details of the killing of Yankee Ben^ colored 1670, 1671 

killing of Mr. Binns by Jasper Alexander; the latter taken from jail and 

banged 1671 

killing ofN. E. Thomas, of Choctaw, June, 1868 1671,1672,1701,1702 

Morse, Armfield, and Gilmore, implicated in the killing, tried by the military 
authorities and acquitted; Jerry Clark killing by Prater; Prater released 

from jail 1672 

killing of Dennis Pearl, colored, March, 1868 1672, 1675 

killing of Coblentz, August, 1869; verdict of the coroner's jury 1673 

.testimony elicited during the inquest; wounding of George Houston 3673, 1674* 

statement^ from the Livingston Journal in reference to the pursuit of the parties 

who attacked Dr. Choutteau's house 1671 

raid on George W. Houston 1674, 1702 

Houston's threats to burn Livingston 1675, 1702, 1719 

meeting of citizens called to give assurances to the negroes of protection 
against outrages ; a patrol organized in consequence ; Mr. Beasley's house 
fired into; killing of Isaac Hunter, (coloied,) April, 1870, and burning of his 

house and body 3675 

Arnold Lee and two others arrested, and eventually dismissed 1675, 3676 

shooting of J. S. Etheridge; whipping of a colored woman ; killing of Enoch 

Boyd, colored, September, 1870 1676 

Mr. Lovet whipped, February, 1871 ; Anthony Rogers, (colored,) killed by Harri- 
son Little; Mr. Stratton killed, July, 1867; Patterson killed by Mr. Bryan, 
April, 1868; Mr. Scarborough killed by Mr. Morris, April, 1869; Hopper 
killed by Boyd, January, 1H70 ; Rogers killed by Meredith, April, 1870... 1677 

intimidation of voters on the part of the Union League 1678, 1682 

election statistics of Sumter County 1678, 1679 
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HERE, BENJAMIN F., testimony of— Continued. 

reasoDs for the falling off of the radical vote; effect of the speeches of Ex-Gov- 
ernor Smith and Senators Parsons and Warner 1679 

effect of A. W. Cockrell's speech 16S0, IGSl 

presence of the Federal troops at the election precincts ; fob* character of the 
election; general dispositi< n evinced by the democratic party toward the 
negroes since their investment with the rights of citizenship ; believes that 
the acts of violence perpetrated against negroes or other republicans were not 

instigated by the fact that they were republicans 1681 

attempt to mob certain negroes for hurrahing for Seymour; disturbance in Liv- 
ingston, August, 1H70 1G82 

has no knowledge of any fund being raised for the purchase of arms, &c., to 
be used by a secret order, or of tlie existence of a secret order to suppress 
supposed grievances, or of any combination with signs and pass-words to 
punish offenders, intimidate voters, Ac. ; enumerates the visits that he has 

heard of in the county as having been made by disguised men 1G85 

general practice of the community to carry small-arms ; nothing in the condi- 
tion of society rendering the praciiee necessar}' ; it is against the law to carry 

concealed weapons ; great destitution after the war 168C 

a great deal of stealing was done 1686, 17J7 

manner in which the testimony given yesterday was prepared by witness 368D 

character of Sydenham Porter's speeclies 161)2 

witness's investigation in the Choutteau case 1693-1698 

practicability or non-practieability of obtaining evidence in case diligence and 

earnestness were employed in tracking the perpetrators of outrages.. 1699-1701, 1716 

Zeke High taken from jail and killed 17U1, 1717, 171h 

knows of no case where even an arrest has been made ]7()1 

raid on Mr. Choutteau 1702 

number of homicides in Sumter County since the surrender 170o 

knows nothing of the Ku-Klux ojganization ; does not believe there is or ever 

has been such a thing in the State 1704 

has heard of such an organization in Ti-nnessee 1705 

ill-feeling engendered on the part of the negroes by their acts, such as assem- 
bling in aimed bodies, licc 1707 

their arming on election day 1707, 1708 

reiterates his belief in the non-existence of the Ku-Klux order 1709 

carpet-baggers, and the effect of their interference in politics ; their appeals 
and admonitions of a character that tended to create bad feelings between 
the races ; negroes are as free to express their opinions to the white man as 

a white man is to them 1710 

negroes not aggressive in character ; interruption of a meeting which Governor 

Smith and others were addressing.. . 1711, 1712 

does not think an open association with the democratic party by the negro 
operates to protect him ; knows of no disposition upon the part of the negroes 

to migrate, nor of any attemi)t to prevent them 1712 

agrarian doctrines proclaimed by the leaders of the colored people 1713 

the inefficiency of State and county officers and the want ot confidence in 

them obstacles to the execution of law and a source of disorder 1715, 1717 

radical officers in the county and their character 1715, 1716 

confidence of the people as to the integrity of the officers of the law greatly 
impaired by the manner in which they obtained their offices ; colored labor 

preterred to white as a general thing 17 18 

High, Zeke, (see Williams, Ezekiel.) 

Hildreth, Eeuben. whipping of 1245, 1458 

Hill, Judge F. M., notified to resign 1891, 1892, 1916-1918 

Hill, Judge F. M., shooting of 50,103, 1627, 1^91, 1916-191^ 

HILL, FKANCIS MARION, testimony of 1916-1922 

resident of Choctaw county; a farmer; native of the State; was judge of 
probate and county treasurer ; now register in chancery ; appointed judge 

by Governor Smith in 1869; held the office till May 10, 1871 ]916 

a whig before the war; opposed secession till the State seceded, then went 

with the State; while in office affihated with the radical party J917 

voted for Seymour and Blair.. J922 

resigned his judgeship, being threatened by anonymous letters ; shot at and 

wounded in the arm, and his office shot into J916, 1917,1918 

character of these Ku-Klux letters J917 

adjournment of Judge Smith's court and resignation of the sheriff; killing of 
Abe Lyon, Tom Kogers, Isham Ezell, Mike Dunn, and Dud Woodward.. 1918 
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HILL, FRANCIS MARION, testimony of-Continued. 

killinp^ of Nat Edwards ; effect upon the negroes of these murders and whippinf^s 1919 

intimidatiou of voters 1919, 1920 

general, feeling toward northern immigrants; negro schools and churches 

burned ; public sentiment as to negro education 1920 

Ku-Klux organization, its extent, &c 1920,1921, 1922 

meeting held in the county, at which resolutions were passed calling on the 

county officers to resign 1921 

threatening notices posted on court-room door 1921, 1922 

character of Robert Fullerlove 1922 

Hill, Rev. Mr., whipping and driving from home of 126,274 

Hindn, Dick, identified by Blair 67G 

Hinds, Ponv, identified by Blair 676 

Hodnet, J.H., shooting at 1033,1034 

HOLLEY, JOHN J., testimony of * 1135-1144 

resident of Dadeville, Tallapoosa County; a planter and farmer 1135 

native of Georgia 1136 

a republican; was disfranchised and his disabilities removed 1141 

sixty-two years old 1143 

have had no disturbances in the neighborhood of the court-house ; has heard 
of whites and negroes being whipped and of school-houses and churches being 
burned by bands of disguised men, pretty much since the surrender ; first by 

the Black Cavalry, then by theKu-Khix 1136 

extent, object, <fcc., of the Ku-Klux organization 1136, 1137, 1138, 1139, 1142 

politics had a good deal to do with these whippings, &c 1130, 1137,1139 

intimidation of voters 1137, 1139, 1140, 1 142 

effect upon the negroes of these visitations and whippings ; they have nearly 
all been run off ; a great many good citizens desire to put the Ku-Klux down ; 

no concerted action has been had ; many good men were afraid to act 1137, 1 139 

Colonel Daniel Taylor's house burned, 1870 Il37 

school-house and church burned ; Mr. Barnes receives a number of Ku-Klux 

letters 1138 

Williams whipped and killed for being a republican 1138, 1142, 1 143 

Squire Dunn's negroes driven off 1138 

lady teacher notified to abandon her school 1 138, 1139, 1 140 

no earnest cftort upon the part of the community to bring offenders to justice.. 1 139 
no prosecutions for Ku-Klux outrages ; more or less terrorism still existing.. . 1140 

white man whipped 1143 

Hollowell, George W., attacked and driven away by Ku-Klux 165-167,211,931,932 

Holseapple, James, identified by Henderson 580 

Hood, Littleton, whipping of 1789, 1790, 1796 

Hopper, Mr., killing of 1677 

Horton, Benjamin, whipping of.. 119,740,741,773,986,987 

HORTON, BENJAMIN, testimony of 738-744 

lives in Blount County ; was in the rebel army 738 

description of his dead-born child which resembled the Ku-Klux 738,739 

visited by the Ku-Klux 740 

whipping of witness 740,7^1 

Lewis Ketchum taken from jail, shot seven times, whipped, and then hung, by ^, 
a band of seventy-five disguised men; Ku-Klux order still in existence in 

Blount County 742 

guns taken by Ku-Klux ; intimidation of voters and complainants 743 

Horton, James, whipping of 756,757,767,773 

Horton, Samuel, raid on house of 729,730,732,773 

Horton, Samuel, character of 984,988,9-<9 

HORTON SAMUEL, testimony of 728-ti8 

lives in Blount County ; sixty-six years old ; native of South Carolina 728 

visited by a band of Ku-Klux at house of Judge Hale 729 

character of the disguises worn 729,730 

visited again by Ku-Klux in October, 1870 730 

breaking up of a camp-meeting by disguised men; threats made against Mr. 

Lakin 731,734,735 

again visited and compelled to leave home with bis family ; went to Georgia ; 

returned home three weeks ago ; was again threatened 732 

whipping of Lina McKinncy ; Methodist preachers driven away 733 

character of Mr. Lakin ; intimidation of voters ^ 734 

indicted for being an anti-Ku-Klux 735-738 

Houses burned.... 1137, 1285, 1293 1419, 1519, 1520, 1533, 1209, 1595, 1611, 1627, 1643, 1872 

1873, 1877, 1983-1965 
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rioustoD, George W., shooting of. . .999, 1000, 1574, ]575, 1595, 1607, 1622, 1623, 1631 , 1632, 

1673, 1674, 1737, 1949, 1954 1964 

Houston, George AY, slioofmg of son of 999, 1000 

Hou.ston, George W., character, standing, cVc* of .. . 16()4, 1665, 1675, 16^^, 1690, 1691, J702 

1703,1714,1719 

Houston, George W., raid on liouse of 1()74, 17(>2 

HOUSTON, GEORGE \V., (colored,) testimony of 997-1004 

now staying in Montgomery 997 

born in Ahibama,and lived in Sumter County ; a member of the legislature ; 

county registrar 99^* 

a tailor; was a slave lOiiO 

a republican 1003, 1004 

killing of Kichard Burke ; shooting of Enoch Sledgo ; killing of Frank Sledge. 99"^', !:h)9 

killing of Travis _ - "I - - 999 

details of shooting of witness, and his defense, August, lri69 ; he tires on the 

attacking party ; wounding of his son 999, looo 

eight or nine colored men killed in the county ; was forced to leave ; sliooting 

of Alfred Jolly, (colored ;) white and colored population of Sumter County . . 1001 

thinks Dudley Hart was the man he shot 1001, lOOij 

no one prosecuted for shooting witness and son ; Jerry Clark shot dead by Mr. 

Prater; Prater put in jail and released by a mob 1002 

Jerry and the others republicans ; no one punished for these outrages 10(^3 

Hudson, George, identified by Blair t)76 

Hudson, Fitzhngh, identified by Blair t)76 

Hudson, Sim, identified by Blair 67t) 

Hunnicutt, Judge, statement of, relative to election in Cleburne County 1193 

Hunter, Isaiah, (Isaac) shot and burned in his house 1609, 1610, 1(')75, 1737, 1744, 1949 

Hunt^ville, riot In 599, (i02, 614, 61 7.S5, 7H>, 818-821, KM, 849, 854, ^73-h75, 900-902, 

910, 1 166 

Hyman, Isaac, raid on house of 1044, 1045. 10-'7 

I. 

Ingram, Jesse, driving from home of j 1172, 1230 

Intimidation of veteis I 59, 310, 3)3, 391 , 398, 4(.'3, 419, 495, 496, 52*^, 534, 6-2! 7:54, 

743, 752,768, 769,777.^59, r-("3, S69, ^7S, <)|7-9I9, 921 , 922,936,953, 955,957, lOlo, 
1015, 1('26, 1028, 1035,1036, 1040, 1( 4(i, 1072, !078-]( 8ii, 10-2, ]o-3, I( -7, 1095, li;l)7, 
1137, 1 139, 1140. 1 142, 1161, 1 176, 1191-1 193, 12-o, 1290, 1321, 1362, 1363, 1404, Mo5, 
1429, \r^'^, I Ui5, 1549, l()19, 1055, 1(;."6, I67.^, I682, 1725, 172(5, 173s, 173'J, 1741, 1742, 
1744, 1759, 1763, 1775, 1779, 17sv>, 1783, 1790-1793, 1796, 1^22, 1^29, ISJO, 184-, 1^56, 

ISJl, 1^62, 1919, 192( 

Intimidation of witnesses, juror.H, complainants, iJLc 32, 3->', 40, 5"^, ()I , -'0, 103, 107, 743, 

1395, 1404, 1457, 1465, 1778, 1779, 1784, 1785, 1792, 1^19, 1-20, 1829, lS56 

Irwin, Dr. William B., shot Lee 

Isham, shot and throat cut 1334, 1335 

Isham, (Ezell ? ) shooting of wife of 1.3;55 

J. 

Jackson County, hundreds driven from 932 

number of outrages in 139 

outraged in. Sir Daniel, John McManman, Miles Prior, 3; killed in, Samuel 
Ciite, Mr. Douglass, Ned Larkin and brother, 4; shot in, Ned Lurkin's son, 
Sam Lawler, whipped in. Sir Daniel's brother, Mr. Haiper, Mrs. Har- 
per, 3. 

Jackson. Lewis, raid on house of 982,983,993-997 

JACKSON, LEWIS, (colored,) testimony of 982-983 

lives in Iluntsville; had to move away from Stevei.soii ; was seized by the Ku- 
Klux and put in the old block-house in 8tevenson by Squire Burns; block- 
house broken up by Ku-Klux, and witness taken out and threatened with 

death; his release by soldiers 982 

was in the Federal Army ; two outrages upon him by the Ku-Klux 983 

JACKSON, SAM B., testimony of 1441-1447 

a lawyer; was judg»^ of prolate ; reside nt of Linden, Marengo County 1441 

held an inquest over the body of Pobin Wesibroo.k, and took testimony as to 

the cauf-e of his death 1441 

the testimony taken in the case 1442, 1443 

no appiehensions of danger expressed by any of the witnesses ; never heard of 

an instance of a peison being injured for testilying in a case of this kind . .. 1443 
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JACKSON, SAM B., testimony of— Continued ...o .... 

disturbance at Linden while W, B, Jones was speaking 1443, 1444, 144o 

opinion as to whether the witnesses in the Westbrook case were under duress. 1445, 1446 
the persons present when the inquest w^s held 1446, 1447 

Jail in Limestone County, raid on 610 

Jasper, (see Alexander.) 

Jefterson County, number of homicides in 174i 

JEFFRIES, ALGERNON SIDNEY, testimony of 1401-1504 

resident of Greensborough, Hale County ; merchant and planter 1491 

a Union man ^492 

a conservative 1498, 1499 

details of the negotiation for the sale of Judge Blackford's property, and his 

resignation from office 1492, 1498, 1503, 1504 

killing of Alexander Webb by John Orick 1492 

riot threatened 1492, 1499 

character, standing, &c., of Judge Blackford 1492, 1493, 1494, 1498, 1499, 1501, 

^ 1502,1503 
Judge Blackford pursued by soldiers ; he renounced his political views. 1492, 1499, 1500 
Clause, a freedmen's agent, knocked down, and a negro ducked by Federal 

soldiers 1493 

knows of no instance in which the laws have not been executed 1494 

raid on Judge Blackford, cause of, &:c 1493,1494,1495, 1696, 1497 

raid on Mrs. Nutting's house 1495, 1496 

McGarry released from jail 1495, 1496 

jail in Marion visited ; negro whipped 1496 

attempt to release Peyton McDonald ; negro meeting shot into ; house of 

Orlando Charles shot into and bis wife wounded by negroes 1497 

no attempts to influence the political action of the colored people 1498 

arrest of Gewer by negroes after the killing of Aleck Webb 1499 

knows of no instance of the enforcement of the laws against any one concerned 

in these acts of violence *. 1500 

Ku-Klux organization, its extent, &c.; its victims generally republicans 1503 

Johnson, Andy, burning of livery stable of 1520 

Johnson, Dock, whipping 1995, 1998,2006 

Johnson, Henry, whipping of 669,945,950,953,954 

JOHNSON, HENRY, (colored,) testimony of • 953-956 

lives on Mr Steele's plantation 953 

whipped and shot at by the Ku-Klux 953, 954 

negroes afraid to vote 955. 

Mrs. Campbell whipped 956 

JOHNSON, HENRY T., testimony of 1351-1354 . 

lives with Major Glover ; a farmer 1351 

Norwegian by birth ; was in the Federal Army 1352 

details of visit by disguised men, and Mr. W. T. Neibling's whipping 1351, 1352 

character of Mr. Neibiing 1352f 

Mr. Glover's conduct in the affair ge:nerally approved VAb'-i 

Johnson, Pink, identified by Weir 653,654,095. 

Johnson, Rev. William, killing of 128* 

Johnson, Robert, attempts to bribe James H. Alston 1018^ 

Johnson, Robert, burning of work-shop of 1520 

Jolly, Alfred, shooting of 1001 

JOLLY, J. J., testimony of 264-297 

native of Alabama, and resident of Eutaw, Greene County ; lawyer by profes- 
sion o(54 

colonel in confederate army 288^' 

execution of the laws 264^ 

disguised m.en, operations of bands of 265, 274, 275, 283, 284, 286, 287, 288 

disguised men, opposition to 284 

riot at Eutaw 268, 269, 270, 271 , 279, 281, 284, 285, 296 

riot at Eutaw, trial of persons for 280 

opposition to reconstruction, &c 293 

general amnesty 295 

trial of persons for whipping negroes, 279 

freedom of political opinions 280,281,285 

negroes promised lands and mules '282 285 

ntproes voting democratic ticket '283 

diniculty at Cross Plains, or Patona 275 287 

foncerning Knights of White Camelia '292 

concerning Union League 283,291 
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JOLLY, J. J., testimony of— Continued. 

negroes hung- in Tuscumbia u^^^o.. 2S6 

difficulty between Boyd and Brown 266, 27(3, 282 

Idlling' of (Alexander) Boyd, soiicitor 265, 266, 267, 273, 275,277, 279, 28] 

killiDO' of v'^amnel Colviu, (colored) 263,266,273 

killino; of Henry Miller, (colored) 265,277 

Idliino' of Sam Caldwell, (colored) 265,273 

killing' of Nelson Hards, (colored) 272 

Idllinfr of Gilbert Coleman, (colored) 273,277 

killing" of Samuel Suoddy 265,277 

killing' of James Carpenter 277 

killing of John Carpenter 277,278 

killing" of Palmer 27S 

assault upon Rev. Mr. Hill 271 

assault upon Cockrell 271,281 

as-ault upon Judge Miller 278 

assault uj)0!i Burton 290 

JONES, GLOKGE, (colored,) testimony of 1388-1395 

lives at Joel Lipscomb's, Marengo County ; r.adve of the S:ate 3388 

colored man cut by John Beamer ; pistols drawn on colon d men; outrage 

upon witness 1338 

Robin Westbipuk killed J:389, 1:191, 1392, 1393, 1394 

heard of the Ku-Klux wlnpping many negroes; Sam White whipp'^-d ; colored 

man Ijeaten by Dr. Smith ]389 

Lewis, , whipped to make him confess who fired upon Dr. Smith. 1389, 1390, 1391 

miscegenation 1390, J 391 

colored in-ople are afraid of tlie Ku-Kliix ; a good many left when Westbrook 

^vas killed ; intimiduiion of coaiph-iinants 3395 

Jv;i!cs, Vv'iUlam B., compelled to withdraw from canvass, 1304-13,0(1, i:U3-13>15, 1317,1455, 

1456, 1504-1509, J515, 1516 

Jones, William B. , characto;-, standing. lK:c , 3315, 13)6, 13,id, 3359, 13H, 1345-1347, 

1349, 3350, 13>74, 1375, l.-l. 33<5, 13-7, 1411, 1422, 3423,, 1449, 3-150, 1451, 1466, 3107, 

1515, 1543, 1545, 1547 

threats airainst 3052 

JONES, WILLIAM B., testimony ot 3450-3475 

a phniter; resident of Demopoli-, Marengo County ; native of the State; in 
3860 canvassed the district tor Bell and Everett ; was in confederate army ; 
was m":iyor of Demopolis 1450 

his first re])ublican vote was for the constitution in 3868 ; advocated its adop- 
Uou in a public address; re-elected ma^'or ; is serving as State senator ; is a 
candidate for the office of slieritf 3451 

was chosen in l^.GS as a Grant and Colfax elector; declined; advocated the 
election of, and voted for, Seymour and Blair; was troated most cleverly; 
came back to the repubiieau party and free speech was denied him 1452 

a slaveholder before the war : 1454 

was interru])ted and threatened v/hilu making a Fourth of July oration in Bel- 
mont, Sumter County, 1(^70 3452 

interrupted at Shiloh, Mareniro County, and Greensborough, Hale county, 
1^70 ; has appointments to till, but is afraid to go, believing his life would 
betaken 1453 

parnculars of the interruption at Linden October 7, 1873.. 3453, 1454. 3455, 1456, 1457, 

1464, 3465 

resobitions complimenting him passed bv a democratic convention, December, 

1869 1454 

facts relative to the charge of receiving compensation for Ids influence in the 
removal of the county seat from Demopolis to Linden 1454,1466, 3467 

signed a card withdrawing from the canvass, and his reason for so doing.. ..3455, 3456 

did not attend his appointment at r>IcKinley, on the 14th, for the same reason 

that he does not go there to-morrow, the 28th, fron» fear of beiug' killed . .. .3457, 3465 

Eichard Levv^is whipped, to make him acknowledge shooting at Dr. Smith. . 1457, 3453 

no earnest etlort to lind out who murdered Vv'estbrook ; Prince Evans and 

Hii'dreth whipped 1458 

Dr. Neibling was visited a second tiuio by the ICu-Klux ; he was prevented from 

getting employment ; Robert Reid (colored) shot, Sumter County 3 459 

Richard Burke killed, Sumter County, 1869 or 3v^70 ; Guilford Coleman killed ; 

no pimishnients inflicted for these i^illiugs and wdiippings 1460 

n® disposition to arrest offenders ; the outrages are generally upon republicans ; 
tone of the democratic press as to th.ese outrages ; nature, object, extent, &c., 
of the Ku-Klux organization : election statistics of Greene and Sumter Coun- 
ties 3461 

III — A 
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JONES, WILLIAM B., testimony of—Continued. 

if there had been a fail ejection there the republican governor and members of 
the legislature would have been elected ; republicans not safe in advocating 
their principles publicly ; 600 republican votes lost by the polls not being 

opened in McKinlcy 1462 

repels the charge of having made inflammatory speeches 1463 

democratic notices of witness's speeches 1463, 1464 

intimidation of voters ; social ostracism of republicans ; the fourteenth amend- 
ment a ciiuso of dissatisfaction 1465 

feeling of insecurity among the colored people so great that he advised them to 
migrate to Kansas ; emigration forcibly prevented ; discrimination in the ad- 
ministration of justice on account of color and political opinion; cases of 

Westbrook and Dr. Smith cited 1466 

charges of legislative corruption 1467, 1468 

was tired on in Cbickasabogue swamp 1453, 1468 

knows now who it was, but declines to give his name 1468 

after discussion in the committee, discloses the name 1469 

appendix to his testimony, being witness's letter printed in the Alabama State 

Jonrnal, October 31, 1871 1470-1475 

Jones, Mr., whipping of Amanda Childers by 1722-1724, 1723, 1734, 1950, 1960, J961 

Joy, John, killing of 1971, 1975 

Judiciary, character of the 617,618, 1411, 1412 

JUDKINS, OSCAR, (colored,) testimony of 1042-1048 

lives in Opelika, Lee County ; lived before in Chambers County 1042 

America Trambles killed by Ku-Klux, Chambers County, 1870, for boarding a 

female teacher and being a republican 1042, 1043, 1047 

•school-house burned ; no arrests made 1043 

colored man Idlled at La Fayette, at a political meeting, by Bill Adams 1043, 1044 

several negroes arrested and put in jail 1044 

house of Isaac Hyraan shot into and a torch thrown on it by some one in a 

torch-light procession, after the election of 1870 1044, 1045 

John AVard's house shot into 1045, 1046 

numbers left Chambers County on account of the Ku-Klux ; whippings numer- 
ous the last two years ; intimidation of voters ; school-house and church 

burned ; the whites opposed to colored schools 1046 

schoolmistress driven off ; son of America Trambles shot 1047 

Juries, character, composition, &c., of 53,93,555,751, 1035, 1039, 1009, 1070, 1746, 1765 



1637, 1638,1747 

Kelly, James, identified by Weir 695 

Kcily, Job, assaulted and rope put round his neck 917 

KELLY, WILLIAM L , testimony of. .V. !*". 1551-1557 

resident of Jefferson County 15S4 

native of the State '. '/. . /. ', '/. [[ '. ['. '. '. 1557 

knows Dr. S. D. Smith; saw liim the morning after Kobin Westbrook was 
killed ; no steps taken to discover who had perpetrated the murder beyond a 

coroners inquest j55l 

character of Westbrook I ! * . 1551 1 552 

Ku-Klux organization, its extent, &c 16^2, loq3 

whipping of Richard Lewis to compel a confession of his firing upon Dr. ^ 

Smith.. .... 1553-1556 

Kemp, John, whippmgof 93j 

Kenuard , Adam, w hipping of -WW" .\" .W"! ." 15S9,'i 606, 1624 

kernahan, Mr., killed by Collms _ 172 173 

Ketchum, Lewis, taken from jail, whipped, shot, and hung ' 740 775' 991 

KIDI), HENRY, (colored,) testimony of T' 867-869 

native of the State; lived in Madison County, on Henry Turner's pla'c'e 867 

was visited by Ku-Klux in November, 1869, and twice afterward 867 

intimidation of voters ' .^^g 

KILLENS, JANE, (colored,) testimony of "I."!! 1733-1734 

Kiirm^s— ^^^^^^ ^^^^ whipping of John Childer's daughter Amanda, by Mr" Jones", 1733, 1734 

Alexander, Jasper, (colored,) Sumter County, 1868. .1578, 1596, 1604, ;1621 16*^7-16'^0 

1631, 1671, 1798, 1799, 1808, 1809, 1944, 1945, 1954, 1964 
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Killings — Continued. 

Barbee, Mr., Limestone County 7:21 

Barber, Mr C!5 

Blair, J3r., son of, Limestone County T'Jl. 

Blair^ William, (colored.) Limestone County, December, IdO*.. 131, J-l^^, 674-G7C, 7 15. 

Boyd, Enoch, (colored,) Sumter County, September, ]>^70 IGT*) 

Boyd, Samuel, (Alexander,) (-Jreeno County, March, 1.^70.. 3, 7, 10, 13, :51), 48, 57-59, (-3, 
]01, 178, '212, 2J3, 2*29, 254, 20)5-2(17, 273, 275, 277, 279, 281 , 297-3(i(). 312, 313, 318, 33:^. 
345, 351, 365, 387, 420, 444, 528, 529,555, 556, 1170, 1212-1214, I4U9, 1419, 1421, JG43, 

1842, lt^4 

Brownin<r, Dr. , Sumter County, 1 869 6 

Bryan, ^Ir., Sumter County, April, 1868 1C77 

Burke, Kichard, (colored,) Sumter County, August, 1^70. . 1)34, 335, 340, 349, 35J, 91V, 
999, 14(jO, 1578, 1579, 159r), 1.597, l()U7,*l()32, 1033, 1737, 1775, 1781 , 1798, Ih70, b-O^^, 

1812, 1821, 1944, UV.4 

Burrus, ^Ir., Limestone County 058, OC 9 

Caldwell, S;n>i.. (colored,) Greene County, spring of 1"^70..3, 0, 205, 273, 1789, 1795, 

1790, 1811. 

Campbell, Lem., (colored,) Choctaw County, October, 1871 .. 1334, 1301-1?03, b-t;9, 

1^85,1902,1913 

Campbell, Mik^, (colored, ) Choctaw County, 1871 1334 

Campbell, William, (colored,) Madison County, July, 1809.. 133, 149, 1 102, 1 104, 1 197- 

l!i9 

Carpenter, James, Greene County 1.77 

Carpenter, Jolin, ( treeue County 277, U'/ 8 

C'ate, Samuel, Jackson County, January, 1>71 110, Kw, 428, 4.>1 

Charlton, Judge, ^lorgan County, winter of 1H>;> 132, 325, 0)10, (ill , 777-780, 1211 

Childers, Amanda, (colorrd,) Suinler County, Julv, 1871 1722-172 J. 1733, 1734, VXO, 

1900,1901 

Clark, Jerry, (colored, ) Sumter County Ji»02, 1072, 1738, 19 19 

ClitF, 'Oony, (colored,) Calhoun County, July, 1^70...^. 71 

Clunn, Henry, (colored. )Madison County, December, 1870 009,071,9' 0 

Cobientz, Mr., Sumter County, Augu:st, INJ9. .344, 1574, 1575. l.')94, 1598, 10O2-l(;<'4, 
1022, 1025, 1031, 1032, 10,73. 1737, 1817, 194(>, 1947, 1951, 1904, 1 jt.5 
Coleman, (Juilford, (colored,) Greene Countv. June, l'-7U .13,273,277, 1 100, 1788, 17-9, 

1795, 1^-39, 1>42, 1844 

Collins, Mr., Sumt'-r County, 1870 13.57, 1.'09, V'>"0, 1579, 1580, 1582, 1'trJ 

Colvin, Sam., (colored, ) Greene County, December, 1^19. .3, 203, 200, 273, 301, 312. 313. 

318, 1214 

Cross, Flem., wife of, Sumter County, J 7 '.'4 

Crossland, ^Ir., Tuscaloosa County, November, I'^O^.. 175U, 1707, 1708, J85l,l852, 

1971, 19-^0-]9-2, 1991, 2000, 2002-2(U 
Diggs, Frank, (colored,) Kewaunee, Mississippi, October, 1570.375, 393, 394, 1050, 1325, 

132^ 1329,1433, 1439,1440 

Dougherty, Mr., ^Madison County, b'^0)9 92D 

Douglass, Mr., Jackson County, January, 1>71 428 

Dunn, Mike, (colored,) Choctaw County, October, i-71 .. 1300, 1301, 1305, 1054, 1901, 

1912, 1913, 1918 

Edwards, Nathaniel, (colored, ) Choctaw County, l"-o9 102, 19i9 

Evans, Willis Monroe , Madison County, August. 1^09 1190 

Ezell, Isham, (colored,) Choctav/ County, Sept^^n^^' i", I'^^'l 1301 , 1.304, 1655, IDi 8 

Ezell, William, (colored,) Choctaw County, July, 1^71 .1207, 1809, 1^^5, 1901, 1912, 19J3 

Fearon, P^lliott, Marsluill County, October, 1809 9^2 

Finley, Mr., Tuscaloosa County, ]>09 1751 , 170^, 1852, 1971, ll'72 

Francis, Mr 1 oO 

Frankenham, Mr., Tuscaloosa County, 1071 

Frederick, Caesar, (colored,) Calhoun County, July, 1870 77 

Geary, Andrew, (colored,) Macon County, October, 1870 1092-I(j4 

Gibson, Isaac, (colored,) Morgan County, 180"^ 942 

Granger, Alfred, (colored,) Dallas County c75 

Grattan, Mr., Sumter County, I860 It 34 

Greathoiise, (colored,) Perry County -^.7 

Hall, W^illiam, (colored,) Calhoun County, July, 1^70 77 

llairis, Berry, (colored,) Chatham County, July, 1870 77 

Harris, Nelson, (colored,) Greene* County ^' 2 

Harrison, Fiank, Saint Clair Comity, August, 3870 1172, .^^9 

Harrison, Mr., Limestone County ; ' 8 

Hart, Dudley, SumtCi County, August, 1809 1001, 
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Killinj^s— Continued. 

Ihuipfliey, Thonifts, Lawrence Ccuiity ]73 

Hendricks, Essex, (colored, ) Calboun County, July, 1870 77 

Hoppc, Mr., Sumter County, January, 1870 1677 

Hunter, Isaiiih, (Isaac,) (colored,) Sumter County, April, 1870.. 1609, 1610. 1675, 1737, 

1744,1949 

Isham (Ezell,) (colored,) Choctaw County, 1871 1334,1335 

John, (colored, ) Choctaw County, 1871 1335 

Johnson, Rev. Mr., Fayt-'tte County, 1860 128 

Koruahau, Mr., Colbert County 172,173 

Ketchum, Lewis, Blount County, December, 1870 742,775,991 

Larkin, Xed, (colored,) Jackson County, December, 1870 451,932 

Larkin, Ned, brother of, (colored,) Jackson County, December, 1870 451 

Luke, William C, Calhoun County, July, 1870 77,223,386,429,445,609, 

1173, 1235 

Lyon, Abe, (colored,) Choctaw County, June, 1871 1262, 1263, 1265, 1266, 1269, 

1270, 1334, 1360, 1412, 1413, 1424, 1426, 1427, 1514, 1654, 1868, 1869, 1882, 1883, 1887, 

1897, 1899, 1900, 1901,^905-1909, 1914-1916, 1918 

mail-agent, Sumter County ! 1419 

Markbam, John, Madison County, September, 1871 920,921 

Martin, James, (colored,) Greene (bounty, March, 1870 3, 1214 

McCanu, Harvey, (colored,) Perry County 

McKee, Mr., Limestone County, September, 1870 659 

Miller, Henry, (colored,) Greene County, spring of 1870 3,6,265,277,1214 

Miller, Mr., Tuscaloosa County 1750, 1751, 1853, 1971, 1973, 1984, 1991, 1992 

Moss, Abram, Macon County, October, 1870 1092-l<i94 

Murphy, Sheriff Levi, Blount County, August, 1868 748,765,766,773,992 

Palmer, Mr., Greene County 278 

Pearl, Dennis, (colored,) Sumter County, March, 1868 1672, 1673 

Kagland, (Raglen,) Fenclon, Morgan County 428, 610 

Rogers, Anthony, (colored, ) Sumter County, 1871 H;77 

Rogers, Mr,, Sumter County, April, 1870 1077 

Rogers, Thomas, (colored,) Choctaw County, June, 1871 . 1654, 1655, 1869, 1885, 1901, 

1912,1913,1918 

Samuel, Mr., Tuscaloosa County, spring of 1870 1749, 1854,1975 

Sapp, Mr., Lawrence County, May, 1869 942,1162,1196,1197 

Scales, Sam, (colored,) Limestone County, spring of 1870 6GG,71[) 

Scarborough, Mr., Sumter County, April, 1869 ! 1677 

Simpson, Mr., Tuscaloosa County 1971, 1972, 1984, 1985, 1991 

Sledge, Dennis, (colored,) Sumter County, 1869 1739,1949 

Sledge, Frank, (colored,) Sumter County, 1869 998,9,91? 

Smith, Mr., Madison County 611,786,893 

Snoddy, Samuel, Greene County, December, 1870 2, 3, 6, 49, 258, 265, 277,' 313,' 318 

Snodgrass, Ben, Calhoun County 4->s 

Strange, Mr., Limestone County 058 

Stratton, Mr., Sumter County, July, 1867 1677 

Thomas, N. E., Choctaw County, June, 1868... . 1671, 1672, 1701, 1702, 1883-1885, 1895, 

Thompson, Bob, (colored,) Calhoun County, 1870 428^^)6? 

Thurlow, Judge Silas, Madison County, 1868 115,432,442,452,599,602,614,618, 

, , 690,786,820,874,900 
Irambhcs, America, (colored,) Chambers County, 1870 1042, 1043, 1047, 10^7, 1J14, 

rr . o 1115,1117,1118 

Travis, Mr., Sumter County, 1669 999 

Washington, Bill, (colored,) Tuscaloosa County, spring of 1871. !!.'i854, 19^5 

^^ebb, Alexander, (colored,) Hale County, 1867 1479,1492, 1521, 1522 

Westbrook, Robin, (colored,) Marengo County, July, 1871 1243,1252, 1354, 1367, 

1389, 1391-1395, 1404, 1429, 1430, 1441-1443, 1445-1447, 1511 

whi es, (names not given) 1409,1419,1643,1749,1750,1753,1986 

^JV;.^t°^?' X^^g^>) J'^z^'kiel, (colored,) Sumter County, October, 1871 1356, 1358, 

Io6o-15b8, 1571-1573, 1593, 1594, 1604, 1605, 1622,1631,1639,1701,1717,1718, 1799, 
Avn- XT y^r ^ 1808,1945,1946,1964 

Williams Mr^ Morgan County, May, 1870 134,931, 1^8, 1142, 1 143 

W ilson, Mr., Tuscaloosa County J971 

Woodward, Dud, (colored,) Choctaw County, 1868 .". *.*!".""i904,"i905, 19J8 

AN right, James K. P., Madison County 43'3 451 

Yankee Ben, (colored,) Sumter County, 1869 3670, 1671, 1738, 1949 

V A»^dersuii, son of, (colored,) Sumter County, fall of 1870 1735. 1743, 1749 

King (Mckinney, ) Lina, whipping of 733 767 
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KIXXARD, MICHAEL C, testimony of 1730-1733 

resident of Liviugstoti, Sumter County : a physician ; superintendent of 

schools 1730 

exuiinned Kobert Fnllerlove yesterday: found no evidence of his having been 
struck on the head^ and none of anything* like a person having' been 

whipped - J7oU, 1732, 1733 

people very much interested in reference to educating the negroes J 730, 1731 

twu school-house^ burned: thirty-one or thirty-two colored schools in tlie 
county ; averaiic attendance one thousand or eleven hundred ; about six 
hundred white children attendiug schools; schools kept open from three to 
six months last .var, varying accordiEg to the apportionment of money to 

the diftVrent districts 1731 

j.roLrress made by the colored children in their studies 1732 

Knijiht, Jesse, shootiL:^ of (died in a few days) lV;7 

]<n!c:}(ts of the Whit*- Cameiia 2i'>^ 

Ku*K lux, effect of uoon labor and negroes. (;?, tiO, Col), l)J4, 1007, 112S, 1137, 1131), 1363, 13^'), 
i:)l'J, ir,-.>.;t, !r):]()-i-;;tj, j:,-/.), JS(»7, Jb-iH, IHl'J, 1914, l*)]<b J Do I , '>( n 2 

notices J. C,;], Ju;5, 10 1, lU^, 41-. 123, lOlD, 1037, 1041), 105] , 11)52, J()r)4, 113-', 

lir>J. 127-. I2J:),'I21M, 13-J^, 133ibl431, 1^72, lh>l), 1917, 1021 , ]1L>2, 2Ui 2 

^--j-i o arrests, convlcrions, cVc, for outrages of 9, 17,0^,92,93,9^, 1"7, 12"^, 203. 2(}' 

3(»i,3.33,34!l, 34:>,3.47,3--',4n,4I9,420, 45'^, 179,493, r>3i), 540, 532, 553, 59^, ()17)r)4u, 
♦ L^2, 724, 775 -:;7. ■-7<», r-97, .-9^', 923,931,9^0.990,992, 1002, l(if3, 1007,1020,104 
1050, U;8.-', J( 9(*. 114(M175, 1244. 120*), 12-9, I3()]-I303,, 13()8, J373, 1420, 1430,143:], 
1434, 1400, 15n^', 154-, 1577, 157-', lOOU. 1013, J029, 1031, 1033, 1701, 1722, 1724, 1741, 
1791. 1>22, 1<14, 1-47, 1.-52, 1>53, 1S54, iSSi), 1914, 194>^, 1949, 19, 5 

i^alliation or justilicat'on of :>99, 457, 551 , 1531 , 15;>J, 1 ^•(»7, l.-f) 

organization and nuetlugs against 77"^, 779, .^"^3, I^7ib b--3, l^.-^O, Ii;5'>, 195, 

lirst oi)erations vi 8(), 432, 477, 47>, ('23 

extent vi\ strength ef 79, :;23, 3-5, 400, 4-9, 753, 75(1, 775, 1130), 12-0, 12-2. 1401, l-./l 

existence or nOi.-exisfence of.2.59, 274, 2-3, 2.-0-2-8, 3u5, 3»2:>, 3,50, 3<)1 , 39-', 405,431 , 
451, 4-5, 51 -,0( '2, 040, IU3.-, 1(>7(), 1487, 15(13,10-5, 1701, lh42, 1920, 19i;3, 1907, 19i;s 

object of 79, 9 j, 90. 171, 2(i0, 3-7, 4 i:;-440, 477, 519, iiOl , Oo:b 024, 049, 747, 783, 84n, 

.-72, '-7:5, ."92, 113H, 1139, 12^0, 1437, 14:*-, 1488,14-.). 

153(1, 1.5:v2, 1803, 1804, 1-23, b-TjO, 19^ 

character of disguises worn by 120, 101 , 275, 3^5, 47 1 , 528, 529, 53,0, 574, 579, 597, 

598, 027, 723., 513,800,919, 1910 

origin of 450, 481, 00(f-0()2, 715, r-52, t92, 893, 12-3 

method of operating of 170, 258, 352, 472, 4^0), 490, 089, 729, 1282, 1513, Im'O 

Governor I*. 11. Lindsay's views as to 212, 213, 2',i2 

J. H. Clanton's views as to 2'i9, 240, 242, 253 

Keavis's views as to 332-3.14 

Ilerr's views as to 17^.9 

public opinion opposed to 201 

meaning of the v> ord 3^0,3; 2 

disban<iiiig of 452, 0(;0, 022, 004, 720, 7-5, 935, 1-94 

composition c»f 457, 480, 1844 

general leeling toward 479, 1137 

justification for organization of ?'77 

exelasively democratic 8l'9 

no necessity for 907, 1423, 1-43 

leading cause for ihjS 

obligation of 1 129 

Ku-Klux act iState. opposition to, effect of, cK:c 019, 050, 004, 005, 720-722, 724, 810, 835, 

830, 852, 8.0 

preamble to, views as to 004, 065, 835, 830, 890, 1754-1750, 1 ;59, l^'5 

enforcement of 10, 32, 93, 108, 321, 322, 329, 339, 347, 3i9, 354, 355, 410, 4i 1, 

413, 458, 18.55 

L. 

Labor contracts 1290, 37578, 3709 

Labor, difficulty in prociu'ing, vScc 1312, 1318, 1020, 1718 

La Fayette, interruption of meeting at 3 08o-109U 

La Grone, Katie, whipping of 417, 422 

Lakin, Kev. A. S., character, actions, &c., of IK), 219, 23^ '^52, 325, 328, 430 594,595, 

012, 013, 615-019, 024-020, 733, 757. 758, 784, 785, 791-800, 810-812, 1 lOr?, 1 109 
Lakin, Pvev. A. S , case of.427, 430, 433, 434, 43--441 , 440-449, 451 , 458, 4('.0, 615, 731, 734, 735 

LAKIN, Kev. A. S., testimony of 111-159 

resident of Muntsville since 1805: minister of Methodist Episcopal Church; 
presiding elder of Montgomery district 311 
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LAKIN, Rev. A. S., testimony of— Continued. 

elected president of State University at Tuscaloosa, and prevented from taking 

the office - — 

house fired into 116, ]42, 143, If)^* 

horse sheared 'J^i 

liredat i^G, 3 

house burned • - ^ ' \ 

disguised men, operations by bands of 11", 117, 118, 121, 122 

disguised men, object of bands of i 112, 138, 154 

disguised men, demonstration in Huntsville by 114, U5 

disguised men, effect on unborn children of. sight of 118, 119, 120 

disguised men, disguise worn by. 120 

disguised men, operations of, commenced in spring of 1868 135 

articl'e and wood-cut from Tuscaloosa Monitor 113, 114 

whippings and shootings 133, 134, 157 

killing of Judge Thurlow 11^ 

killing of Samuel Gates 140 

killing of William Campbell, (colored) 133,149 

killing of Williams 134 

killing of Francis, school-teacher 136 

driving away of J. A. McCuteheon 127 

driving away of James Buchanan 127 

driving away of John W. Tulley ^ 127 

shooting of Jesse Knight 127 

shooting of Rev. William Johnson 128 

shooting of Judge Charlton 132 

shooting of Prior Turner, (colored) 133, l.^^O 

whipping of Horton , 119 

whipping of Moses 13. Sillivan 123, 127, 146 

whipping of Rev. Mr. Hill 126 

whipping of Dean Reynolds, (colored).- 127 

whipping of James (Isaac) Dorman 128, 155 

whipping of George Taylor 128 

whipping of William lilair 131, 148 

whipping of William Harper 140 

whipping of Simeon Bush, (colored) 133, 151, 152 

whipping of Mrs. Riddle 157, 158 

no punishment for Ku-Klux outrages 128 

no power in State courts to punish Ku-Klux 132, 153, 156 

opposition to Methodist Episcopal Church 124, 125 

opposition lo education of negroes 140 

inflammatory speeches to negroes 158 

school-teachers outraged, school-houses burned, and churches destroyed 140 

Lane, Tobias, letter to Jolm B. Cecil 1664 

Larkin, Ned, killing of 451,932 

Larkin, Ned, killing of brother of 451 

Larkin, Ned, shooting of son of 932 

Lassiter, Aaron, whipping of 5o5 

Latham, Mr., whipping of 104,2000 

Lawler, George, whipping of 681 

Lawler, Samuel, raid on Yfouse of .* 1231,1232 

Lawler, Samuel, shooting of 932, 1231, 1232 

Lawrence County, outrages in 1162, 1196, 1197 

killed in : Mr. Sapp, Thomas Haughc}' — 2. 

League, Loyal, -organization, extent, Asc 7,8,35,88,92, 170, 179, 229, 233, 240, 28^, 

291, 305, 313, 357, 362, 371 , 381 , 384, 393, 397, 398, 432, 475, 4S7, 683-686, 783, 818, 839, 
840, 65.5, 872, 873, 885,886,887,894,907,962,975,1017,1382-1384,1422,1423,1437, 
1438, 1637, 1642, 1645, 1662, 1663, 1665, 1678, 1682, 1687-1689, 1692, 1693, 1811, 1890, 

1895,1960,1902,1963 

Lee, Arnold, charged with killing Isaiah Hunter 1675, 1676 

Lee County free from disturbance 1100 

Leo, Mr., identified by Childers 1721 

LEE, WILLIAM, (colored,) testimony of 1333-1337 

lived in Choctaw County four years 1333 

his house visited by disguised men, two weeks ago, and search made for him.. 1333 
Lem Campbell shot and his throat cut same night ; killing of Abe Lyon and 

Mike Campbell ]334 

killing of Isham, (shot and throat cut) 1334, 1335 

Isham's wife shot ; John shot; fifteen or twenty colored persons whipped 1335 
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L12E. WILLIAM, (colored,) testimony of— Continued. 

Abe Lyen's cuiiditiou in life lo;>> 

probable motive for all these attacks 1337 

Li'gi.shlive corrnption 1411, U2\, !4G7,14(jS 

Lt^niou. Ben, renounces his radicalism lo*27 

LENTZ, WILLIAM H., te^'iimony of 72'2-7:3S 

resident of Limestone County; is slieriif ; a native of the State ^ TCJ'i 

a re])ublican 700, 7*J7 

wu to iitteen ontrat^es in the county 7C"j 

character of Ku-Klux disf:^uises 7-J*2,7*2:'» 

general disarnnnent of the blacks in l^ij'-^ 7'j:i 

citizens driven from home; ]\[oore, captain of a Ku-Klux organization; the 
strenf^th of the order and its disbanding- ; unpo])iilarity of the State Ku-Klux ^ 

law of Dccemljer, 1^06; no one brought to ])unishment 7i24 

general disposition to break up the organization ; number of republicans in 

Limestone County _ 725 

ol>iect and standino- of the men assuming disguises sinc»^ the disbandment of 

tlie Kn-Klnx.-.." , "^^^ 

Leonard. Ikn, renounces his political opinions ]79'>?, 171H), 171.>7, IS^-^, 

Li:OXAKI ), I'>EXJAMIX, (colored,) testimony of 17dO-17L>7 

lives ill (;re( lie Conntv ; native of the State lli^,} 

a mechanic ^ 1'^"^ 

came here last Tuesday for the purpose of testifying before the committee, and 
waited to be called ; what induced him to leave that day and not como be- 
fore the connnlttee 17."^5, 17'J:j 

witness in cnsti)dy of the sherilf, on a charge of nmrder, with others, stopped 
on the way to jail by a baud of disguised men ; two of tliem taken from his 

custody and one llred on 178(5, 1794 

was taken betbre court and discharged ; re-arrested for carrying concealed wea- 
pons r 17H7, 171)5 

onua^e upon Lucy ]]reathitt 17"'''^ 

killing of ( r nil lord Coh'mtm, colored, ! >70 17S-', 17^9, 17i>5 

killing of Sam Caldwell, 1-70 ]7-^9, 1795, 179i) 

shootieg of Ilerny Dew ; Littleton Hood whipped 17.^9, 1799, 171K) 

wli;p]»ing of negroes has been going on for four years ; Ku-Klux operations in 

Pickens and Greene Counties 1790 

intimidation of voters 1790, 1791, 1792, 1793, 1798 

does not know of a case of the punishment of a white iium for whip})ing or 

Mtaltreating negroes 1'91 

intimidation of c«implainaLts ; colored people are jjrotected v/heu they vote the 

democratic ticket 1792 

witness renounced his rej)ublicanism by card in the Lutaw Whig : did it to 

buy peace; still a re])ublican in sentiment 1792, 179(j, 171^7 

murder of Mr. Flem Cross's wife 1794 

Leonard. Joe, identiHed by Wat ley ^ ^ 

Lt siie, J(.hn, outrag(3 on wife of, and raid on house of 1 IG*^, 1204 

Leslie, John, shooting at 9-29, lUW, 1204 

Leverett, Mr., whipping of 1740 

Lewis, John A..identiHed by Few 1083, 1084 

Lewis. lilchard, whipjnng of 13-9-1391, 1457, 145-', 1517, 1553-1551; 

LILK, JOIIXA., testimony of 939-944 

lives in Morgan County; freight agent - 949 

mixed democratic club at Trinity Station in l^'o8; Jesse Brown a member of it ; 
several of the members w]iii)ped by disguised men to break up the club, and 

by intimidation to ])reveut them renuiining in it 939 

U'eans used torai.se this club 940,941 

killing of Mr. Sapp (white) and Isaac Gibson, (colored) ^ 942 

Limestone County, party vote in 6G2, (io3> 

disturbances in 961 

number of outrages in 134 

outraged in : Wilie McGregor— 1 ; killed in : Mr. I5arbee, Dr. Blair's son, 
]SIrs. Jjhiir, Mr. Barnes, ^h: Harrison, Mr. McKee, Sam Scales, Mr. Strange— 
: wliipped in : iSlr. liarbee, Augutus Blair's wife and daughter, Mrs. Blair, 
Mr. Harrison, Mr. Simmons, L. L. WVir, Joe. Garborough — 8. 
Linden, disturbance at.. 1301-13OB, 1313-1315, 1317, 13G9, 1370, 1372, 1373. 1377, 1433, 1444, 
1445, 1447-1450, 1453-1457, 14t)1, 14(35, 1504-1509, 1514-1516, 1537-1543, 1545, ,1546 

LiudsriV, Mr., raid on house of 946,947 

Liuisay, Duce, identihed by Henderson 579,580 
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LINDSAY, Governor BOBERT B., testimony of ^^^"'^7^ 

froveriiur of Aliibania ; lawyer by profession Jo.) 

native of Scotland ; ^vent to Alabama in 1849 ; elected to legislature in lbo3 . 1/4 
elected to State senate in lb57 ; on Douglas electoral ticket in 1860; de- 
nounced secession J^^ 

called upon to protect people from acts of violence rC'r ' one 

security of person and property l^-^j 1G0,206, 207 

disguised men, operations of bands of IGI, 170, 171, 212, 2J[ 3,22-3 

disguised men, object of, to counteract Union League 170, 171 

disguised men, no convictions for acts of 203 

disguised men, public sentiment opposed to ^- 203 

disguised men, counties responsible for damages by 172,212,224 

negroes disguised and committing outrages 162, 172,211 

whipping of negroes 203 

feeling between branches of Methodist Church 180,208,218 

election laws, &c 1^5, 186,209 

feeling of people at close of war - 390, 191,201 

opposition to reconstruction c 188, 189,202,214,215 

opposition to negro suffrage 191,202 

election contest for governor 181,182, 183, 184, 192, 193,216,217 

general amnesty 192,200 

railroad bowls 193-199,218 

freedom of political opinions 174,220 

republican officials threatened ^ 176, 178 

no person whipped because of political opinion 175 

riot at Eutaw, Greene County 221 

character of Judge Luther R. Smith 176, 177 

character of Rev. A. S. Lakin 180, 219 

killing of Cates 167 

killing of Kernahan by Collins 172, J 73 

killing of Jlaugliey by Collins 173 

ki'ling of Alexander Boyd, solicitor 178,212,213 

killing of Luke 223 

shooting of Larkin, (colored) 169 

whipping of Iseaac Dorman 162, 163, 164,181,211 

whipping of Georgo W. Ilollowell, (colored) 165, 166, 167, 211 

whipping of Harper 167 

whipping of McGregor 168, 169, 212 

hanging of colored men in Tuscumbia ^ 179, 212 ■ 

concerning Union Leagues 170,179 

Lipscomb, Peyton, shooting of 669, 945, 950, 952 

LIPSCOMB, PEYTON, (colored,) testimony of 951-953 

was in the Union Army ; whipped in Tennessee by disguised men for voting. 951 

whipped and shot in Madison County ; Washington Strong whipped 952' 

has not voted since he v/as whipped in Tennessee ; is afraid to vote 953 

Lipscomb, Sib., identilied by Westbrook 1244'" 

Little, Harrison, killing of Rogers by J 677 

Livingston, iuterruption of meeting at 1617, 1638, 1711, 1712, 1741 

riot at 1615, 1682, 1772, 1773, 1776, 1780, 1835-1837 

Locket, .Joe, whipping of 929 

LONG, BURTON, (colored,) testimony of 1149-1154 

residentof Russell County ; was a slave ; native of Virginia 1149 

a republican 1 150 

candidate for the legislature 115U- 

disfranchisement of two- hundred republican voters at the election of 1870.. 1150, 1 351 , ^ 

1152 

was arrested, charged with perjury, and confined in jail 1151, 1152 

received a Ku-Klux letter 1 151 

colored people arm on the report that ho had been put in prison, and Richard 

Mack killed, and disperse on order of the sheriff 1 153 

report of the grand jury of the city court of Montgomery, as it appeared in the 

Montgomery Advertiser of October 20, 1871 1 153-1154 

LOPER, CHARLES, (colored,) testimony of 1113-1114 

lives eight miles from Montgomery, on the Rolland Brassel plantation ; a 

democrat ; was a slave 1113 

has never been threatened by colored people for wanting to vote the democratic 

ticket ; neighborhood peaceable and quiet ; good feeling between the whites 

and blacks ; some negroes vote the democratic ticket ; they are not molested 1113 
Lovct, Mr., whipping of I(j77 
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LOW, ITEXRY, (colored,) testimony of 

Ibrmorly resided in Pickens Comity ; left in October. 1-^70 199G 

liis bonso attr.cked by disp;inscd nieu ; v/a.s shut at, taken out, and beaten with 

clubs : n^anner of Avhippinn^; wLinped on account of his politics ; would rather 

not give the names of those b.e rccuc^uized 1997 

■was n.'tiiied to leave, and left; whippini^- of Sam Low, Doc Johu;'on, Bob 

Stocksviile. Tor.i Gardner, Willie llargrove 199S 

Low, Henry, wliiDpii!i>- of 1995, 1 ^-97, 2UU1 

LOW, SAMUEL,* (colored,) testimony of •J(K)5-ii.'()7 

lived in Ti-ki'Ds Coniity; voted the i-;^lic;ii ticket 

was visited by the Ku-Klux, taken out, and whipped 'JiXto-LHu/T 

whipped tor liis j)ornics; was v. arncd to leave, and left because ho was afraid 

to remain ; whit^piurr of I^ob Strcksville, Wiliie llarg-rove, and Dock Johnson 200(3 

L')w, Samuel, wliipoin;,- rf i 1994, 199H, x>OU] , 'J0Or>-'J0u7 

LOWK, W1LLL\M M., testimony of 871-912 

native of the Sr-.Ti' ; lives in IluntsviUe ; thirty years old ; a ki A-ytr ; elected 

solicitor in J^f.o 671 

was in tiie rebel army ; was a member of democratic State committee ; ohaii ii;au 

of county committee mid of coii<i:i\s^ional commiitee 87o 

resifriied the tii'st two whoii elccred to tho lep'ishituro Sd4, 

went into rebellion vuluntnrily 9lv) 

prosecuted indictments a^-.*rrr«st William Shapard lor ho£r-stealinp; and assault 

wit!', inrent to kill; defendjmt mad(^ ahidavit for a continuanccf 671,8^5 

character of Shapard S72, ^c-o 

the law as will enforced now as i*" ever has l)een in the State; the cminty 

j)eai-»'able ; public seiitipiont decidly in favor of law and order (^7*2, 9i'S 

objtTtsj^jjjd, character of the J^ oyal Leai^ia ^ ^7;'>, f~^r), ^^(\, h;-^7, 694, 91 17 

an"(l'^the"}uriTbix Ki aTi . : .7, . . . -72, 67;",, ^7(1, >77, S'JJ, ,-9:5, ,-94, .-99, 907, 90.-, 9< 9 

the Huntsville riot of b-tis -7;;, -7 1, 9(i9, 90J , 902. 910 

kiliiufi* of JudjM' 'J'hurlovv-; Mr. Cox and Koper wounded i-74,9<if» 

ori^'in of the riot ^75 

attempt of witness to or«j:;anize the " Order of Lcace " -"^77 

intimidation of democratic colored Vi)ters b7-' 

dissatisfaction with the first State ixo^'^'i'i^iii'f^Jit imposed b}' act of Con^ness ; 

the causes thereof; character of tiie otiiccrs elected 676----} 

charges ag-ainst A. J. Apple;:^at<% former lieutenant governor .-79--- 1 

meeting in denounce Ku-Klux; Xoith Alabama, prior to the ^var, strengly in 

favor of the Unii'ii '"-"> 

shooting of I'rior Tnrner (colored) by disguised men 6-^;^, 7 

tone of })olitical sentiment of tlie white poiiulation b-l>, ^"^ l 

no prejudice against northern settlers ?*"1 

dehnes a "carpet-bagger" t-7 

vSenators Warner aiid Spencer carpet-baggers 6.-7, r^-6 

deiiiies Ji "scalawag" ^'"6 

names carpet-l)aggers and scalawags who hold or are seeking oftice 6c^ J, >^90, -91 

carpet-bagger is Tiever under any circumstances applied to a democrat &91 

liuntsvilie newspapers denounced Ku-Klux outrages ; Smith hung by dis- 
guised men ; tvvo negroes killed &9o 

never heard of the Ku-Klux whii)])ing a negro for voting tiic republican ticket ; 

heard (.{' a few cases of outrage in the way of whipping, taking of arms, ^.^vn-.; 

not two dozen in the county 695,699 

his attention called to the preamble of the Stale Ku-Klux act of Deceml)er 2t), 

]b06; the state of things recited therein not tiiic, but false and (exaggerated 69G 
does not remember a case of Ku-Klux outrage brought to trial and judgment. . 897, b9S 
has heard of outrages in Madison Count}', since the Klan was dissolved, by bands 

of disguised men ; they do not exceed two or three ; and but fev.- in tlie 

State; the Patona and Eutaw atlair and the Coosa riot; charsic^er of the 

negroes as to veracity 693 

is opposed to negro suttrage and to their holding oftice 902 

views as to the right of negroes to assemble and determine their political action, 

iJvic. ; registration oath taken by witness 903 

organized two negro cJubs in Huntsville, in .1670 903,9(4 

number in the State disqualltied under the fourteenth-amendment 906,911,912 

opposition to applying to Congress for relief; those who went into rebellion did 

not commit treason 9( 4 

liis views as to secession and citizenshi]) 904,1 5 

organization of the re])ablicun ]uirty in the State 905, 9i o 

reorganization of the State government 900, 9o7, 9b9, 910 
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LOWE, WILLIAM M., testimony of— Contiuued. , 
objectionable features of the constitution : behavior of the colored people since 

tliewar - — ^^'^ 

the couikse the colored people should have taken on reorganizing under the 

leconstiuctioii acts ^03 

antagonism of races ^09 

the two races could live peaceably if the negroes were non-voting 910, 911 

relative vote, white and colored, in the State 911 

Luke, William C, killing of 77,223,386,429,445,609,1173,1235 

Luney, Corey, shooting at ^^30 

L30U, Abe, killing of 12G2, 1263, 1265, 1266, 1269, 1270, 1334, 1360, 1412, 1413, 1424, 

142J, 1 127, 1514, 1654, 186S, 1869, 1832, 1883, 1887, 1897, 1899-1901, 1905-1909, 1914- 
/ 1916,1918 

LYON, ELIZA, (colored,) testimony of 1262-1271 

lives in Demopolis 1262 

her husbaud Abe killed June 6, 1871, in Choctaw County 1262 

particulars of his killing by disguised men, their number, disguises, &c 1263, 1265, 

^ a ^ o 1266, 1269, 1270 

her property stolen same night 1263, 1264, 1270, 1271 

her life was threatened and she left; was pursued 1264, 1266, 1267, 1271 

no coroner's inquest held ; no one ever prosecuted for the murder ; all the white 

l)eople in Choctaw democrats ^ 1266 

William Ezell (colored) killed, and a colored man named Isaac 1267 

colored woman whipped 1267,1268 

schools broken up 1268,1269 

church burned ; Judge Smith's gin-house and fencing burned 1269 

thought that her husband being a witness in a case between him and Mr. Wil- 
liam Tucker might have something to do with his murder 1269, 1270 

LYON, FUANCIS S., testimony of .... 1408-1428 

a citizen of the State since its organization and while it was a Territory ; was 
in State senate and.houso of representatives; in the Congress of the United 
States, and a member of the confederate congress from 1862 or 1863 to 1865. 1408 

was State commissioner /1411 

agent of the confederate government for receiving subscriptions 1426 

has no personal knowledge of the Ku-Klux order 1409 

killing of 'My. Boyd, solicitor of Greene County, by disguised men 1409, 1419, 1421 

some negroes and a white man taken from jail and hung 1409, 1419 

the great mass of the people loyal to the Government since the wax ; recon- 

struciion measures and State constitution objectionable 1409 

cause of dissatisfaction with laws of the State, that they were passed by per- 
sons who were not authorized by the people ; tho constitution not adopted.. . 1409 

the tax law of 1868 .'. 1409, 1415, 1416, 1417 

the election law and tho law authorizing counties, &c., to subscribe for stock 

in railroads 1409 

acts of oppression by officers of the Federal Government, viz : the seizure of wit- 
ness's cotton, and that of others ; the arrest of six or seven men of Eutaw 
upon a charge of riot or assault, and sending them to the Dry Tortugas ; the 

the arrest and handcuffing of Mr. Barker 1410, 1414 

state of feeling between the white and colored people 1410, 1411 

all civil rights are accorded to the negro 1411 

character of W\ B. Jones and his speeches 1411,1422, 1423 

knows of no intimidation of voters 1411 

State debt at the beginning of the war, during the war, and since ; its great 
increase caused by the loan to the Stanton Railroad, to the Mobile and Mont- 
gomery road, and by tho indorsement of the bonds of every railroad built in 

the State 1411,1417,1418,1424 

openly charged and believed that these loans were procured by bribery 1411,1418, 

1 1 1. ^^-^ 
tho laws have not been executed satisfactorily ; the judges strangers or carpet- 
baggers ; some not qualified 1411, 1412 

account of the killing of Abe Lyon given witness by Eliza Lyon ; Abe Lyon's 

character 1412, 1413 H24, 1426, 1427 

suits for treason before Judge Busteed 2... 14 J5 

general disposition to obey the laws; Judge Luther K. Smith's miil burned; 

killing ot a mail-agent in Sumter County 1419 

whipping of Mr. Neibling 1420 

organization, extent, object, &c., of the Ku-Kl'ux '1420," 1421, 1422 

a majoiity of the persons injured republicans ; tone of the democratic press as 
to Ku-klux outrages ; no one punished for- these outra^-es 1421 
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LYON, FRANCIS S., testimony of— Continued. 

treatment of northern settlers ; feeling toward scalawags 1A22 

exteiit, tSjc., of Fuion League 1422, l42'o 

Ku-Klnx organization, &c. 1409, 

iiielTiciercy of officials ]4'i'.), ]4*24 

seizure of cotton general : cases specitied ]424, 1425, 142b 

discussion of sub-committee as to testimony given by witness yesterday, Octo- 
ber 2(), and the substitution of tlie manuscript read 1427, J42s 

action of the committee on its reception 142r» 

M. 

I^Iaberry, 3Ir., killing of Christian by 1971 

Macon County, killed in: Andrew Geary, Abrani Moss — 2 ; outraged in: James IL 

xVlston's wife and child, J. II. Ilodnet— 2 : slu>t in : James II. Alston, W. 

l)()ugh»n ty, Adam Goshe, Columbus Mitchell, Felix Wright — 5 ; wliipped in : 

Aaron Lass iter — 1. 

. election .-lati-iics of. 102(3,102>^,U);]O.U):]9-10>12,1112 

strength of Ku-Klrx in U)1)S 

]Madis(;n County, strength of Ku-Klux in 7?^"), ^^21 ,H;>4 

election sta'tisties of H40,H41 

number distpialified in 971>,1>^'1) 

iMunber of outrage s in lo4 

distuibances in ; IIGI 

outraged in : IV-ter Acklyn, I'^rank Dell, Timone ]>ell, George Cornelous, liU- 
ciiula Ford and iamily, John Fulli'r, Jos('|)li Gill, Thomas Hawkins. Job 
Kelly, John Leslie, Corey Luney. Joseph Planning, Alexander M;!rchl),'inks, 
Samuel Masiin, Dill ^Nlider, Scruggs, W. Steele, ^larsliall Strong, Wiley 
Strong's wife — 19; killed in: W. Campbell, Henry Clunn, Mr. Douglierty, 
V/illis Monroe Evans, John Markham, Mr. Smith, Silas Thurlow, .laiut s K. P. 
Wrig}]t — : shot in: William W. Cox, Peyton Lipscomb, (^-orge Koper, 
Wiley Strong, Prior Turner — ."); whi]jped in : CaUb Peasley and wifo, Antliouy 
ISoiie, Martin Bush, Kebecca Cam])l)ell, John Clark, W. Ford. Amos Gar- 
dinor and brother, Joseph (Jill, Henry Hamlin, Homy Johnson, John 
Kemj>, George Lawler, Peyton Lipscomb. Joe Locket, Patron, Thomas Pcg- 
ney. Wash Strong. Wcslev Vincent, \V. Vincent, Calvin Wjilki r — '_2. 

:SL\(a;iPE, WILLIAM H., test'imony of Pml 

deputy scriiean.t-at-arms of the Senate of the Fuited States 1061 

the eii\ eloj.e i>roduced by Kobert Fullerlove is in witness's handwriting ; issued 

a snbi)oena lor him ICAM 

MAIIONE, CHAKLES, (colored,) testimony of l<)78~l(i-0 

rosident of Montgomery ; lias always voted the republican ticket 1()7^ 

was a slave 1UT9 

w as insidted and threatened ])ecanse he was supposed to be a democrat ; goneial 

feeling of hostility toward the negroes who vote the democratic ticket 107 ."S 

has heard Caesar Shorter abused for so doing 107S, 1079, lUc^D 

colored people not gt iierally afraid to vote the democratic ticket ; thinks if a 

man would vole the ticket boldly, he would be in a little difticultv 1079 

IMaihagen.t, killing of ' ' 1419 

JMail, United States, tampering with the 713,714 

jMalone, Mr., ideniitied by Henderson 579,5;::() 

Manning, Joseph, shot at 930 

MAPCHPANKS, ALEXANDER, testimony of 805-^07 

born in Tennessee ; lives in Madison County : witness and Pill Miller hung by 

the neck twice by disguised men in October, 1809 80.5, 800 

left home from tear of the Ku-Klux HOO 

Marengo County, debt of 1311 

(dection statistics and census of 1314, 131.5, 1317 

decrease of colored population 1308, 1373 

killed in: Pobin Westbrook ; outraged in : Piorce Burton, John Tayloe, Cole- 
man, George Jones, William B. dones. Tiller Keese, Seth D. Smith, Pobin 
Westbrook — 7 : whipped in : Keubenllildreth, Richard Lewis, Mr. Neibiing, 
Sam White— 1. 

ISIariou County, murders in 17'A 

Marion jail, attcnipt to take negro from 1480, 14>^1, 1490, 1500, 1.502 

Markham, John, killing of 920,921 

IMartin, Dick, whij)pingof 1007, JOlO 

Martin, James, kiiliug of 3, 1214 
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MARTIN, LYMAN W., testimony of 1144-1 149 

resident of Soulo Station, Rnssell County; a lawyer 3 J 44 

II democrat: was in the confederate army 1149 

facts in the case of Mr. Few 1144,1147,1148,1149 

negroes vote unmolested ; good feeling between the races ; indifferent execu- 

8on of the laws 1144 

policy of non-action recommended by democratic convention on the question 

of the adoption of the constitution 1145 

inefficiency of officers ; their politics 1 144, 1145, 1 140 

no Ku-Klnx in Kussell County 114G 

Marshall County, number of outiages in 1*«^4 

killed in: Elliott Fearon ; shot in: Henry Rivers; whipped in: Moses B. Sulli- 
van. 

Mastin, Samuel, taking of gun of 1164, 11G5, 1200 

MATTHEWS, WILLIAM, (colored,) testimony of 641-640 

was a witness against William Ilenderson 641 

subornation of witness 641,643,644,645 

recantation of witness 642,643 

Mav, Mr., identified by Childers 1720 

Mayhew, J. M., identitied by Vix 1196 

Maxwell, Big, whipping of 1011 

McCALL, DANIEL, testimony of 1899-1916 

resident of Dc Sotoville, Choctaw county; a physician 1899 

native of the State ; a slave-holder 1903 

was with the Fortieth Alabama regiment ; was an old-line Whig ; favored seces- 
sion 1904 

forty j^ears old 1910 

killing of Abo Lyon, and statement of his wife at the inquest 1899,1900,1901, 

1905, 1906, 1907, 1908, 1909, 1914, 1935, 1916 

meeting of the citizens and the passing of resolutions 1900, 1908 

killing of Ezell, Rogers, and Mike Dunn 1901,1912,1913 

killing of Lem Campbell 1902, 1913 

no intimidation of colored voters 1902, 1903, 3905 

killing of Dud Woodward (colored) in 1868 1904, 1905 

Ku-Klux organization, its extent, &c 1909, 1910,1911,1913,1914,1916 

no one arrested for these outrages ; feeling of the negroes in regard to Ku- 
Klux 1914 

McCunn, Harvey, killing of 

McClernand, Dr. , identified by Watley 1005 

McCrary released from jail 1273, 1484, 1491, 1495, 1496, 1528, 1529 

McCutcheon, J. A., compelled to leave 127 

McDonald, Peyton, attempted release from jail of 1283, 1480, 1497 

McDowell, John F., whipping of 749 

McGregor, Wilie, hanging of 168, 169,212, 1173, 1242 

McKee, Mr., killing by Birdsong of 659 

McKinlcy, gathering of armed negroes at 1320, 1379, 1380, 1384, 1385 

McKinlcy, anticipated riot at, and measures to prevent 1320, 1321, 1323, 1371, 1372, 1380, 

1381 

McKincey, (King,) Lina, whipping of 733,773 

McManmou, John, beaten with sticks and brush 1171, 1173, 1220, 1235, 1236 

MCNEILL, MALCOLM HECTOR, testimony of 3537-1545 

resident of Shiloh, Marengo County 3537 

an old-line whig » 3542 

details of disturbance at the meeting at Linden, where W. B. Jones spoke and 

relinquished his candidacy 3537-1539, 1540, 1541, 1542, 1543, 1545 

disturbance at the meeting at Shiloh 1539, 1540, 1543, 1544 

radical office-holders not much liked 1542 

abuse of Mr. Drake and Mr. Jones at the Linden meeting 3541, 1542, 1543 

character of Jones's speeches 1543,1545 

Meadows, Mr., threatened Il-JG 

Meeks, Nathan, raid on house of .* 1201, 1202 

Meetings interrupted or broken up : 

Minnis's account of 531 532 539 

Dougherty's account of '!!!.'io24, 1027, 1034 

Shorter's account of J [ 1072' 1073 

Wuid's account of 1088-1090 

Blackford's account of . 1284 

(Jarrelt's account of ^ [_ [ [ [['/, 3 48*^ 

J efliies's account of 1497 
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Meetings intcrnipted or broken up — Continued. 

Jones's account ot 1452 

Moore's account of 1581, 15^-2 

Herr's account of U>tiO, 1067, 171J, 1712 

Gillespie's account of K>J7 

Cobbs's account of Kv^^ 

Bennett's account of 1741 

Cbilders"s account of 1722 

Meredith's account of 1772, 177;^, 177(), 1780, 17^4 

Meredith, Mr., kiilina- of Mr. Koo-ers by 1077 

MEREDITH, KEUBEN A., testimony of 1771-J7-5 

resident of Gainesville, ^Sumter County, about thirty-three years; native of 

Virginia; lawyer 1771 

-was a candidate lor the le^isUiture 1777 

a radical 1778 

a republican 1781 

great dist)rn^anizatiou in society in the last five years 1771 

outrages by bands of men for the last three years, generally upon radicals, 

cohered and A\hito ^ 1772 

breaking uj) of a repnl)lican convention called at Livingston, by Daniel I'rice, on 

August K), 1870; failure of a second meeting 17?2, 1773, 1776, 1780 

killing of Kichard Burk, August, 1^70 1775,1781 

intimidation of voters 1775, 1779, 17c^2, 1783 

reported cases of taking j>risouers from jail and killing them, and of some 

whipjjiogs 1 77(5 

Hayne liiciiardson shot 1776, ]7r^l 

politics of the North Sumter News, the liivlngston Journal, and the Gaines- 
ville News 1777 

the efforts made to get Judge Abrahams (»ut of office 1777, 1778, 1780 

no niembin" of the republican })arty sale in openly advocating his vi"ws in 

8umter county 1778 

the caii''.idate for Congress mad(! no canvass, through intimidation 177^', 1771) 

how Judge Abiahams obtained iiis otlice of probate judge 1770, 17^0 

chiiracter of Judge Keavis ; precincts in \Yhieh theie ^vas a large negro vote, 

and not one cast i'or the republican party 1781 

democratic negroes; their sjjeeches and inlluviice 17S3, 17dl 

intrrruption ot the meeting at Eutaw, when Govern(n*s .Smith and Parsons 

spoke ^ 1781 

intimidation of witnesses 17>M,17>5 

Meridian, not at 1439, 19(54 

Methodist Church, North, concerning — 

Lakin's testimony 124, 125 

Lindsay's testimony 180,208,218 

Clanton's testimony 238 

Day's testimony 6'J3 

Echolls's testin'ionv 957-900 

MICHAEL, JACOB, Jr., testimony of 1300-1378 

sheriff of Marengo County I'MU) 

a democrat 1372 

raised iu Alabama « Ki73 

six colored men now in jail charged with assaulting Dr. Seth D. Smith with 

intent to kill; one had escaped; this one had been whipped, and anotiier 

•struck on the head with a pistol 13f'G 

killing of Itobin Westbrook - 1307 

no one brought to justice for Mr. Neiblin:i''s whipping; decrease of colored 

population in Marengo County. 130'^, l:>73 

disturbance at Linden, where Jones withdrew from his candidacy 13{)9, 1370, 1372, 

1373, 1377 

anticipated riot at McKinley 1371, 1372 

the v/hites vvcU disposed tov^-ard the blacks ; no difficulty in executing r^ro- 

ces 1372 

murd.er uf Ivobiu Westbrook ; state of feeling be tween the races 1373> 

names of white republicans in the county; feeling toward republicans from 

the North - - 1374 

some republicans have left, having made money enough 1^7 1, 1375, J37() 

Jones's political course 1374, J 375 

patronage to republican newspapers 1375, 137»), 1377 

Jlilitary, strength in State of the 1 150 

eli'ect of the presence of 1 170-1 178, 1 181, lO^il 
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Militarj, strength in Slate of the— Continued. 

freneral treatment of the ,0-0 lo-o 

arrests by JUob, 1 JoJ 

Miller, Hill, hnnf^iup: of...... •Vfi"onr/977 1911 

Miller, Iloury, killing of. • ^'6' -^>^^ ^7/ , 1214 

Miller, Judgt^ William, struck with hickory stick iiri" 1101 i la) 

Miller, Lieutenant James, reports of. '"AIA" Ir^^V \nn^ 

Miller, Mr., killing ot 1750, 1751, .1853, 1971, 1973, 1984, 1991, 1992 

MILLER, WILLIAM, testimony of ------ I-^- 

resident of Mobile ; resided in Greene County from 1836 to 1809; appointed col- 
lector of Mobile, May, 1669; elected probate judge in February, 1868, and 

resistance was made to his taking the office 1 

was attacked by Reynolds 

disguised men, operations of bands of 3, i^, J 

disguised men, leading citizens opposed to 8 

disguised men, no legal redress for acts of - ^ 

republicans deteiTed from voting at election of 1868 1 

opposition to republican speakers in October, 1868 2 

colored men afraid to vote .* ^ 

riot at Eutaw, Greene County 4, 5, 9, 10 

freedom of political opinions 1,2,7,8,9 

depreciation of real estate in value • U 

taxes ' 15 

railroad bonds •. 31 

concerning Union Leagues 7,8 

killing of (Alexander) Boyd, solicitor 3,7 

killing of Samuel Snoddy 2,3,6 

killing of James Carpenter 3 

killing of Henry Miller, (colored) 3,6 

killing of Sam Caldwell, (colored) 3, 6 

killing of Sam Colvin, (colored) 3 

killing of James Martin, (colored) 3 

attack on Burton 5 

attack on Cockrell 5,9 

attack on witness 5 

MI^'NIS, JOHN A., testimony ot 527-571 

resident of Montgomery ; born and raised in North Carolina; lived in Alabama 
since 1866; moved to Tennessee in 1838; district attorney of the United 

States for the northern district of Alabama 527 

canvassed the second congressional district in lb70 531 

hostility to reconstruction, the adoption of the constitution, and to the officers 

elected 527, 551, 552, 553, 554, 561 

injury to office, books, &c., of Judge Gardner ; his frequent whipping, and at- 
tempt to assassinate him 527 

intimidation of colored voters 528,534 

killing of Mr. Boyd, solicitor of Greene County 528,529,555,556 

operations of disguised men 528, 529, 530, 534, 535, 536, 537, 538, 539, 540, 543, 544, 

547, 549, 550 

political meetings interrupted 531,532,539 

personal insecurity in expressing political opiniotis in portions of the State * 532 

whipping of Wiley Williams and Jerry Webb ; shooting of a colored man ; 

burning of a church ; nine or ten negroes whipped 533 

whipping of Aaron Lassiter ; he identifies five of the party, who on trial proved 

an alibi 535 

whipping of a negro in Montgomery County by disguised men ; the reason 

assigned for it 536, 537 

whipping of Smith Watley by disguised men ; five of them tried, and discharged 

upon the defense of an alibi 537, 538 

old negro whipped 538, 539 

church fired into, one killed and two or three wounded ; no parties arrested or 

punished 53^ 

difficulty in identifying parties ; proving of alibis a general form of defense. .. 539 
only republicans whipped or mistreated ; attempt to drown Hender- 
son 540,557,558 

case of Weir ; his whipping, and attempts to hang and drown him 541-543 

whipping of a negro man and woman in Walker County ; negroes do not enjoy 

any more privileges than before the war 543 

confession of K. G. Davis as to raids by Captain Stewart's company ; dis- 
turbance of Judge Mudd's court 544 
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MIXNIS, JOHN A.,tcstiDiony of— ContiDiied. 

] ). F. Ppteis nominated by a convention of disguised men 544,545 

Siierilf Tn adway, of Jefferson County, compelled to leave home ; charges 

ugaiii.st. him by the Ku-Klux 545-547 

four L'onjpanics of Ku-Klux in Fayette County, Captains Stewart's, ^rarshall's, 

Hyde's, and another's 547 

v. li'ippiuc^ and shootinc^ of negro men and ravishing of negro women by Captain 

Hyde's company 547,553 

nnin'bor of colored people killed within the last two years; hanging and shoot- 
ing of a negro man and woman ; character of Judge ^Mndd 548 

whipping of Mr. Wooley and rape on his wife ; he is compelled to leave home ; 

whipi»ing ot Mr. Fowler and Mr. Tidwell ; negro badly whipped 54i) 

negroes shot at and run otf 549, 550 

vi(*](.'Ut juejndic(^ against negroes ; many driven from Fayette County ; negro 

hUicIvsujitli whii»ped 550 

whipping of two white women in Marshall Connty 550,551 

in jnany plac es State laws cannot be enforced in cases of outrages a^rainst ne- 
groes and white Union men; palliation and justilication of Ku-Klux out- 
rages .551 

tenor of the democratic press 551,55'J 

opi»os;non to tlie education of the negro ; courts in Fayette Connty could not 
enforce the law without the aid of the military; salutary etVect of the con- 
viction of Ku-Klux in North Carolina 5' 2 

no convictions as yet in Alabama 540,552,553 

w hipping of a colored vroman in Fayette County : collector of internal revenue 

compc lied to resign ; negro killed in Sanford County 5r3 

biiter oj positicn to negro suffrage 554 

operation of the election laws 555, 5*j1 

till' courts were organized under republican auspices ; maimer of selecting 

jurors 5r5 

prc»bable effect of the removal of political disabilities 5»)0 

relation^ between th(? races 5»'2 

ot'tiiils of conversation with Judge Ijustecd as to legislation needed, dice, 5«/2, 50.3, 5r' 1, 

5»»5 

report of <,nand jurors of middle district of Alabama 5r)3-5('4 

vit'ws of w itness as to increase of powers of United States courts 5()4-5tj*j 

d;<cussitm as to the admissibility (if statement read by witness in fartlier 

answ<'r to a <|uestion by !Mr. Beck 5(50, 5''7 

written statement of witness 5(j7-57 I 

Mi^c.-geiiaiion 1391, 1411, 151-2, I5-J4, 1.V25 

Mitchi'l!, C<>luiKbus, shooting of lU9ki-1094 

Monette. Mr., raid on iiouse of ]4^'J 

Moeiiev, C. C, suspected of killing a negro 1194 

MOOKE, AULKN F., testimony of 1565-15-7 

resident of Livingston, Sumter County; sheriff by appointment 15^-5 

an old line whig 15'^G 

»U tails of the taking of Zeke High from the jail by a band of di>girsed men, 

and his shooting ]5()5-156"'', 1571, 157*2, 1573, 1579 

High was in jail on a charge of murder 15o8 

he had been indicted for the killing of Collins in an attempt to arrest him and 

others charged with an assault ir)G9, J579, ]5^U 

killing of Colhns lofn), 3570, 15>^0, 1582, 15s3 

High made no attempt to escape 157 1 

no one arrested for High's murder: he was known also as Zeke Williams 1574 

the Ku-Klnx hunt for l)r. Choutteau at his house, guarded by Mr. Coblentz ; 
CcbU ntz shot one of the party ; Coblentz killed, and George Huston (col- 

<.'red) shot ; it was a political trouble 1574, 1575 

W.J. Prater, coniined on a charge of murder, released from jail by a band of 

disguised men 1576, 1577 

negro beat( u and his ears cut off'; no one punished for this offense 1577 

Jasper (colored) taken from jail au'l hung ; no arrests made 1578 

Kichard Burke killecK 1578,1579 

negro killed 157 J 

riiiother killed on Billy McCreo's place 15~1 

thf Belmont riot 1561,15^2 

Dr. Choutteau's alleged proposition to poison the negroes ; his radicalism, and 

business proscription 3583, 3584, 15*'5 

election statistics 158(5, 15-7 

geneial behavior cf the negroes 15^7 
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Jiloore, George, outrage upon 1160 ^ 1187-1100 

^looro, Jacob, sliootinf^ ot " ^^J^ l^^^ 

Moore, Mr., .Mleged Ku-Klux, standing of 724, 767 

Moore, Mr., ulentified by Weir 653, 654, 659 

Morgan County ; number of outrages in 134 

disturbances in V'Wr". 

killed in: Judge Charlton, Isaac Gibson, Fcnelon Eagland, Mr. Williams— 3 ; 
shot in: Jesse Knight; outraged in : G. W. Hollowell, Dean Keynolds— 2; 
whipped in: Hezekiah Bush, 8irnon Bush, Ruth Chapman— 3. 
Morris, (Morse,) Judc^e, implicated in the killing of Thomas. 1G72, 1S83-1885, 1895, 1896 

Morris, Mr., killing ot Mr. Scarborough by. . . 1 1677 

Morse, (Morris,) Joshua, implicated in the killing of Thomas.. 1672, 1883-1885, 1895, 1896 

JIoss, Abram, killing of 1092-1094 

^tlOSS, JAMES M., testimony of 915-926 

has lived in Madison County since 1866 : a farmer 915 

a republican ; born in Xew York ; moved to Illinois, thence to Iowa and to Ala- 
bama 917 

character of Joe Gill * 916 

intimidation of voters 917,918,919,921,922 

Ku-Klux, political 917, 919, 921 

outrage upon Job Kelly ; disarming of negroes 917 

visited by the Ku-Klux several times 917, 918, 924 

Joe Gill whipped 918, 922 

Ku-Klux disguises ; has seen them six times ; they have gone by the board 

long ago ; the organization degenerated into robbing 919 

man robbed three times by disguised men 919, 920 

killing of John Markhani 920, 921 

three colored men killed by the Ku-Klux ; no arrests made 923 

cannot carry on his plantation from the difficulty of procuring hands ; Ku- 
Klux injurious to labor 924 

the people favor free schools ; they would not take away negro suffrage if 

they voted the democratic ticket; the negroes republicans 925 

social proscription of northern men 926 

Itlossbacks, organization of the 1172, 1229 

MUDD, WILLIAM S., testimony of. 1745-1771 

resident of Elyton, Jefferson County ; one of the judges of the circuit courts 
of the Stale; his district embraces Jefferson, Tuscaloosa, Fayette, Sanford, 
Marion, Winston, and Walker Counties ; has officiated as judge for sixteen 

years ; a native of Kentucky 1745 

no interruption in the courts in his circuit ; general condition of the circuit 
quiet ; some outrages by unknown persons, generally at night, and by dis- 
guised men 1745 

most of the outrages have proceeded from other causes than political, though 
generally visited upon the colored people ; grand juries generally unable to 
lind out the perpetrators ; general peace and quiet in Jefferson County.. 1746 
live homicides in Jefferson County within two years ; two negroes severely 

whipped 1747^ 

a half dozen whippings have occurred in the county; the colored peojde gen- 
erally vote the republican ticket 1748^ 

killing of a negro in Tuscaloosa County, and of Mr. Samuel, an alleged Ku- 
Klux ; a white man and a negro killed .1749 

a white man and three or four negroes killed 1750 

killing of Mr. Crossland, November, 1868, and wounding of a young man; 

Crosslaiid's murder political 1750, 1767, 1768 

Mr. Miller killed .1 1750, 175 1^ 

a white mari, Finlay, and several negroes killed 1751, 1768 

some whippings of negroes in the county ; good many disturbances in Fayette 

County; several homicides and whippings 1751 

man and wife (colored) taken from the custody of an officer and killed 1752 

two colored women killed 1752,1753 

the victims of whippings in Fayette uniformly colored ; whippings generally 
inflicted after night ; some parties concerned in these whippings have been 
indicted and arrested, but the witnesses have disappeared ; colored women 
rHvished ; one homicide iu Sanford County, not by disguised men ; man 

shot by disgiiised men for comniitting rape and nuirder 1753 

several c;t>es of whippitig iu Sanford County; some murders in Marion County, 
btit not by disguised jikmi ; no orgauijiatiou in that county; condition quiet 
and iuderly as any irounry anywhere; white man taken from jail and whip- 
j.ed by di-guistd men; no whipping,^ or murders by disguised men in Win- 



INDEX. 



3IUDD, WILLIAM S., testimoDy of— Continued. 

ston County; they are nearly all republicans there and no negroes ; no homi- 
cides in Walker County by disguised men ; very few colored people there ; 
there have been several whippiug^s of colored people in that county within 

the last twelve months 1754 

preamble to the State Ku-Klux act of December. 1868 1754, 1755 

views of witness as to the facts contained therein 1755, 1756, 1759 

Ku-Klux organization, its extent, A:c 1755-175H, 1761, 1762, 1763, 1765 

rep!iblicaus generally the victims of these outrages 1757 

violation of labor contracts 1758, 1769 

the principal difficulty in finding out who these disguised men are 1758, 1759, 1760 

general fear prevails in the communities in which the Klaus exist 1759 

intimidation of witnesses 1759, \7&A 

probable eftect of the oft'erings of rewards; knows of no anti-Ku-Klux organi- 
zation ; what is needed is a healthy state of public opinion ^. J76u 

better state of feeling now prevailing ; effect of congressional legislation and 
reconstruction ; efforts made to induce the colored people to vote the demo- 
cratic ticket ; civil and political rights to the negro tended to excite a feeling 

of prejudice against them ]7()l 

temporary interruption last si)ring, at thi' Fayt'itt^ court, and its cause.. 176*J, 1763, 1764 
convention of disguised men, and caudid.'ites nominated in Fayette County.. 1763 
has but little doubt that both grand i\ud ])etit juries have consisted in pait of 
Ku-Klux; has never known a verdict of a jury that he thought was indu- 
eiiced by men belonging to the Klan ; general opinion in lavor of colonizing 

the negro 1765 

cannot speak with certainty as to the party aftiliatiojis of those whites who 
have committed outrages on negrot s ; as a general thing old slave-holders 
treat the negroes kindly; in all the enumerated cases of outrage no political 

cause was assigned 17<k) 

not a great deal of theft and dei)redation upon cotton and stock in the district. 1767 
jail-breaking in Jefferson, Tuscaloosa, .'^auford, ^Marion, and Walker Countless. 1768 
nine-tenths of the people opposed to all lawlessness ; the condition of affairs in 
his circuit as quiet, probably, as before the war ; natural that there should 
be great disorders in the revolution of a slave-holding community to a non- 
slave-holding one , 1769 

the two races cannot now live peacjably together, except upon the basis of 
civil and political equality: no auhnosity against the colored men for enter- 
ing the Union Army ; the colored men remained huthful to their masters dur- 
ing the war 1770 

Murphy, Sheriff Levi, killing of 74h, 765, 766, 773, 99'^ 

N. 

Nation, Thomas, outrage upon 770,791 

Negro clubs, organization of 903,904,939-941, 1019, 138f> 

Negro suffrage, popular opinion as to : 

Warner, testimony ot 31, 34 

Parsons 87,68,92,94 

Lindsay 191,202 

Clanton 226,255, 256 

Pettus 383,395,396 

Pugh 405,406 

Miunis 554 

Day 605 

Shapard 768 

Richardson 843, 844 

Lowe 902 

Turner 925 

Wager 9;j7 

Ward 1087 

Blackford 1280 

Drake ir,50 

Sanders 1801 

Hale 1822 

Cxlover 1889, 1890 

Hatter 193^. 

Negroes, democratic : 

Warner, testimony of 3i'» 

IV— -A 
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Negroes, democratic — Continued. 

Smith, testimony of 59 

Clantou :. 228,229,246,247 

Jolly 283 

Fierce 304,311 

Say re 356,362 

Pettus 402,403 

Pugh 405 

Bol 434,435 

Forney 468,480 

Rice 496 

Abercrombie i 1 J 2-1 113 

Abrahams 1386 

Harris 1588,1592 

Cobbs 1623 

Herr 1681 

Childers 1726 

Bennett 1739 

Meredith 1783,1784 

Gould 1838 

Glover 1869, 1879, 1883 

'Negroes, education of : 

Lakin, testimony of 140 

Lindsay 234, 236, 249, 252 

Pierce 316 

Speed 426, 427 

Minnis 552 

' Goodloe 640 

Berry 776 

Richardson 843 

Moss 925 

Wager 937 

Judkms 1043 

Few 1082,108:^ 

Ward 1087 

Williams 1103 

Blackford 1288 

Drake 1548 

Kinnard 1730,1731 

Sanders 1801,1802 

Glover ]889 

Hill 192(T 

Hatter 1938 

Negroes, counsels given by the white leaders to. .1318-1320, 1661, 1679-1681, 1705, 1710, 1713 

sale of painted stakes to 238,314,316 

generally republicans 1618,1641,1642,1748, 1987 

effect of Ku-Klux upon, (see Ku-Klux.) 

rapes by 242 

outrages upon 230,242, 1388, 1493, 1577, 1682 

disguised and committing outrages 162, 172,211,376, 488,1942,1948,1955,1960, 

1962,1963 

promises made to 238, 282, 285, 314, 303, 374, 385, 435, 445, 459, 460, 1133, 1810, 1811 

general character and behavior of 242,503,856,907,962,967,975, 1129, 1130, 1132, 

1255, 1260, 1261, 1318, 1351, 1387, 1489, 1490, 1587, 1614, 1623, 1641, 1642, 1711, 1714, 
„ , . . 1770, 1955, 1961) 



1749, 1753, 1768, 1821, 1853, 1882, 1935, 1949, 1971, 1972, 1983 



^ , , 1635, 1676, 1738, 1747, 1751, 1754, 1808, 1821, 1822, 1913, 1971 

New departure— popular opinion as to 606, 607, 769 

Newspapers, articles, extracts, &c., from..-. 113, 114, 329,667,668, 1347, 1348, 1470-1475, 
vTMv . . 1534-1536,1666-1669,1674 

Neiblmg, M,, whipping of 1338, 1340-1342, 1351, 1352, 1420, 1459, 151 1, 1512, 1548 

ISeibling, M., statement of, as published in the Exponent 1342. 1343 
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NOBLE, WILLIAM R., testimony of 1055-1059 

resident of Montgomery; chief clerk in auditor's office, since July, 1868; 
bonded debt of the State, September 30, 1871 ; July, 1868, when the new con- 
stitution went into effect; and September 80, 1670; amount of bonds issued 

since 18G8; the other indebtedness of the State July, 1868 1055 

temporary loans negotiated for the payment of this indebtedness ; receipts and 
expenditures for 1869 and 1870 ; rate of taxation for 1868, 1869, and 1870. . ^ 1056 

trust funds for school purposes, what they are and how used 1055, 1056 

how far short the income for 1865, 1866, and 1867 fell of meeting the expendi- 
tures of the State ; condition of the treasury at the present time ; comparison 

with that of last year 1056 

issue of State bonds to the Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad 1056, 1057 

number of railroads receiving the indorsement of the State ; none of these 
roads have made default upon their bonds ; how the State is secured against loss 

by reason of the railroad bonds 1058 

Norris, B. W., what the negroes have been taught by 1130, 1131, 1133 

Norris vs. llandley, contested election 1040, 1041 

>H>RR1S, Hon. B. \V., testimony of 6^-69 

resident of Elmore County 64 

lived in Alabama since l'%5 65,69 

member of Forty-first Congress 65 

contestant of seat in Forty-second Congress 69 

served in Union Army 69 

t^ngaged in planting 69 

disguised men, operations of bands of 67, 68 

disguised men, no convictions for acts of. 68 

disguised men, democratic pa})ers excuse acts of 69 

freedom of political opinion 65,66,68 

colored people intimidated 67,69 

teachers driven otf 67 

Norther, Bill, identitied by r>lair 076 

Northern settlers, general character and treatment of. (see Feeling.) 

Nutting, Mrs. L. M., raid on house of l'J71, 1*273, 14^1, 1495, 1496, 15'>5, 15'^9 



Oakley, J., negroes whipped bv rj49-125i3 

Offices, holding of plurality of A 1590, 1591, 1597, 1598, 188i3 

Offices, sale of 1298-1300, 155.^-1561 , 1563, 1564 

OUiver, Mr., identified bv Watley 1005 

Orick, John C, killing of Alex. Webb by 1479, 1492, 1521, 1522 

Oir, Simeon, confesses to being captain of Ku-Klux 1126 

Outrages on, (for kinds of, see individual names elsewhere) — 

Acklyn, Peter, (colored,) Madison County, lb70 929 

Alldredge, Edward. Blount County 756 

Alston, James H., wife and child of, Macon County 1018 

Baxley, Mr. , Dallas County " 375 

Bell, Frank, (colored,) Madison County, January, 1870 1232 

Bell, Timone, (colored,) Madison Countv 927 

Blackford, William T., Hale County, January 1871 1272,1475-1478,1483,1484, 

1493-1497, 1525, 1526, 1529, 1856, 1985 

Bradford, Jim, (colored) 1624 

Breathitt, Lucy, (colored,) Greene County, April, 1871 1788 

Brown, Danger, (colored,) Sumter County, 1^71 1595, 1596 

Burton, Pierce, Marengo County 5, 46, 55, 290, 1052 

Chapman, Mr., Hale County, 1870 1519, 1530, 1531 

Childers, John, (colored,) Sumter County, fall of 1870 1719, 1721 , 1897-1899 

Clark, George A., Sumter County, fall of 1871 417, 1614, 1845-1849 

Clause, Mr., Hale County, 1868 1286, 1493 

Cockrell, Mr., Greene County, April, 1871.... 5, 9, 12, 19, 20, 23, 24, 4<3, 42, 43, 271 , 281 

Coleman, John Tayloe, Marengo County, February, 1871 1048, 1049, 1051, 1053 

Cornelous, George, (colored,) Madison County, June, 1869 1162, 1195 

Crook, Mr., Calhoun County, l^r^ 1 475,487 

Daniel, Sir, (colored,) Jackson County, 1^70 995-997 

Davis, Carr, (colored,) Greene County, 1870 1214 

Dinsmore, Joseph, Blount County, spring of 1871 756 

Ford, Lucinda, and fiiinily, (colored,) Madison County, October, 1870 1173, 1239 

Fuller, John, (colored,) Madison Countv, October, 1870 1239 

Fullerlove, Robert, (colored,) Choctaw County, October, 1871 ... 1649-1651, 1658, 1659 
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Gill, Joseph, (colored,) Madison County, October, 1870 1239 

Godfrey, Danger, (colored,) Sumter County 1736 

Hale, Samuel A., Sumter County, 1869 1817 

Harris, Nelson, (colored,) Greene County 272 

Hawkins, Thomas, (colored,) Madison County, August, 1869 1166,1167,1202 

Henderson, William, (colored, ) Colbert County, August, 1871. ..540, 557, 558, 577-581, 

583,584,636-638 

Hodnet, J.H., Macon County 1033,1034 

Hollovvell, George W., (colored,) Morgan County, March, 1871 165, 166, 167,211 

931,932 

Jones, George, (colored,) Marengo County, 1870 1388 

Jones, William B., Marengo County, 1870 1304-1306, 1313-1315,1317, 1455, 1456, 

1504-1509, 1515,1516 

Kelley, Job, (colored,) Madison County, 1868 917 

Leslie, John, (colored,) Madison County, 1869 929, 1168, 1204 

Luney, Corey, (colored,) Madison County, 1870 930 

Manning, Joseph, Madison County, January, 1870 ^ 930 

Marchbanks, Alexander, (colored, ) Madison County, October, 1869 865, 866 

Mastin, Samuel, (colored,) Madison County, July, 1869 1164, 1165, 1200 

McGregor, Wilie, Limestone County, May, 1871 168,169,212,1173, 1242 

McManman, John, Jackson County, July, 1870 1171, 1173, 1220, 1235, 1236 

Miller, Bill, Madison County, October, 1869 ' . 866 

Miller, Judge William, Greene County, December, 1868 5,278 

Moore, George, (colored,) Cherokee County, July, 1869 1160,1187-1190 

Nation, Thomas, Blount County, April, 1871 770,991 

Prior, Miles, (colored,) Jackson County, 1870 995-997 

Reese, Till, (colored,) Marengo County, July. 1871 1248 

Reynolds, Dean, (colored,) Morgan County, January, 1869 127, 1158-1160, 1J86 

Roundtree, Robert, (colored.) Cherokee County, July, 1869 1160,1187-1190 

Scruggs, , (colored,) Madison County, 1868 857,859,860 

Shorter, Caesar, (colored,) Montgomery County 1072, 1073 

Smith, Colomay, Autauga County, July, 1870 1221 

Smith, Seth D., Marengo County, July, 1871. ..1253, 1254, 1256, 1258-1260, 1398, 1399, 

1400,1403,1517 

Starkey, William, (colored,) Saint Clair County, August, 1870 1222 

■Steele, William, Madison County, spring of 1870 930 

Strong, Marshall, (colored) Madison County, October, 1869 927 

;^trong, Wiley, wife of, (colored,) Madison County, December, 1870 668,609 

Treadvvay, Sheriff, Fayette County, October, 1870 545-547 

Westbrook, Robin, (colored,) Marengo County, July, 1871 1244-124$ 

P. 

Palmer, Mr., killing of. 278 

PARSONS, LEWIS E., testimony of 77-101, IM 

resident of Alabama since 1839, and of Talladega since 1840; appointed pro- » 
visional governor ; employed by State authorities to prosecute parties charged > 

with the difficulty at Cross Roads or Patona 77 

one of republican speakers at Eutaw on the day of the riot 81 

one of the counsel for Governor Smith in election contest for governor S3 

democrat till 1868, and opposed to reconstruction 95 

disguised men, operations of bauds of 79,80,88,98 

disguised mon, object of organizations of 79,92,Q6 

disguised men, estimated number in Alabama and Georgia of 74) 

disguised men, no convictions for outrages by 92,93, 98 

disguised meu, testimony of Lewis M. Force concerning 79,92,96, 100 

not at Eutaw ' 80, 81, , 96, 100, 101 

not at Eutaw, trial of persons for 83 

difficulty a^Cross Plains or Patona 111^^ ".77, 78, 79 

contest for office of governor I!.".'!". *'.!".."!!!.* 83,84*89! 9o',9! 

rreedom of political opinions 85 87 

negro suffr^e , i!^'!!.'!!*.'* "si'sS, 92! 94 

witnesses threatened 80 

hanging of William C. Luke .*.'."/.'.".!"*! 1 1 [ ". 77 

hanging of Tony Cliff, (colored) *. - 1 !.'.**.'.'.'..'!! ] 77 

hanging of Berry Harris, (colored) 77 

hanging of Caesar Frederich, (colored) 77 

hanging of William Hall, (colored) -?7 
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PARSONS, LEWIS E., testimony of— Continued. 

hanging of Essex Hendricks, (colored) 77 

shooting of Essex Hendricks, (colored) 77 

shooting of Jacob Moore, (colored) 78,79 

State courts powerless to control Ku-Klux 98,99 

law of Congress concerning Ku-Klux 83 

colored men on juries 93 

general amnesty 98 

democratic party opposed to reconstruction 101 

white people refused to take part in reconstruction 95 

character of Judge Luther R. Smith — 111 

concerning L^nion Leagues ^58,92 

Patona (Cross Plains) riot at, Parsons's account of 77-79 

Clanton^s 229,254 

Jolly's 275,287 

Pierce's 300 

Say re's 365 

Pettus's 38() 

Speed's 42^^,429,445 

Forney's 402-472, 481-485 

Crawford's 1173, 1236-1238 

Whitfield's 1175, 117^) 

Patrerson, Mr., killing of Mr. Bryan by 3077 

Payton, (Lipscomb,) shooting of, (see Lipscomb) 0t>9 

IVace, George, identified by Weir 654,705,707 

Pearl, Dennis, killing of 1672, H)73 

Peck, E. Woolsey, character, standing, &c., of 1977, 1978, 1980, 1982, 1983 

PECK, E. WOOLSEY, testimony of 1850-1808 

resident of Tuscaloosa ; in the State forty-eight years ; came to Tuscaloosa 
from Jefferson County in 3833; chief justice of the supreme court; was 
chancellor in 1839 or 1840, or both ; a Union man ; opposed secession ; was 

elected to the convention of 1865 ; president of the convention of 1867 1850 

was an old-fashioned federalist; voted generally with the whig party 1859 

left New York in 1 .^24 3 864 

seventy-three years old 3868 

social octracism ; feeling against the Government 1-^50, 1H59, 1864, 1^65 

views of those engaging in the rebellion, as to confiscation, itc. ; the crin^inal 
laws have not been and cannot be executed, with the present sentiment of 

the people 1851 

Ku-Klux organization, its extent, 6cc iKol, 1>^54, l':^55, 1856, 1857 

killing of Mr. Crossland and shooting of one of his companions 1851, 1852 

fifty or more murders in Tuscaloosa County since the war ; raid upon Tusca- 
loosa, and a number killed, including one of the assaiiants, named Finlay ; no 

arrests 3652 

negro taken from jail and shot ; killing of a negro near Tuscaloosa ; negro 
hanged; killing of Mr. Miller; no one brought to justice ; whipping of a 

negro school-tpacher ; injury to his school-house 1853 

killing of Bill Washington (colored) near Tuscaloosa, and of Mr. Samuel, one 
of the attacking party ; no arrests and convictions ; Ku-Klux organization 
paralyzes all efforts on the part of the courts to bring the jjerpetrators of crime 

to justice 1854 

the preamble to the State llu-Klux law of December 26, 3r^68, substantially 
right ; a number killed in Calhoun County by a raid of Ku-Klux ; effect of 
the passage of the enforcement act of Congress, and the recent prosecutions 

and convictions in North Carolina ]'^55 

character and standing of Judge Blackford 1855,1856 

raid upon him in Greensborough, Hale County 1856 

intimidation of voters 1^'56, 1861, 1862 

nothing but military law will ever suppress these outrages ]^o7, 1866, 1867 

difficulties in the way of the suppression of the Ku-Klux ; democratic sym- 
pathy with the order *. 1 b57 

probable effect of the removal of disabilities : politics of the county officials ; 

general treatment of northern immigrants ; business proscription lf;58 • 

carpet-baggers , 1 ^60 

concerning the adoption of the present State constitution, the officers elected, 

and congressional reconstruction 1860-1862 

character of elections 1862, 1?'63 

views of the people as to secession 3865 

the de facto confederate State government 1865, 1866 
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PECK, E. WOOLSEY, testimony of— Continued. 

disfranchisement, and punishment for treason I'^BG 

none but republicans injured - -/ 18^7 

Perry County, killed in : Greathouse, Harvey McCann— 2 ; shot in : Monie 

Hartley and son— 2; whipped in: Alfred Darling, Isaac Hall, Katie La 



Peters, D, F.. nominated by convention of disguised men 545,545 

PEITUS, EDMUND W., testimony of 374-403 

resident of Selma ; 374 

native of Alabama, and fifty years of age ; solicitor of seventh circuit for ten or 

twelve years, and judge of same circuit for four years before the war 375 

brigadier general in confederate army 39J 

execution of the laws - — • 375 

disguised men, operations of bands of 375, 385, 3S6, 387, 392,394, 398 

disguised men, no punishment for acts of 38H 

disguised men, newspapers palliate acts of 399 

opposition to reconstruction 377, 382, 383, 391, 400 

contest for office of governor 376, 379, 396, 397 

election laws 379, 380, 384, 402 

intimidation of voters 30J, 398, 403 

negro suffrage 383, 395, 396 

promises of land and mules to negroes 385 

general amnesty 390,395 

democratic negroes 402,403 

concerning Freedmen*s Bureau 390 

negroes whipping white men 376 

difficulty at Cross Plains or Patona 386 

concerning Union Leagues 38 J, 384, 393, 397, 398 

killing of Boyd, solicitor of Greene County 387 

killing of Frank Diggs, (colored) 375,393,394 

killing of Alfred Granger, (colored) 375 

hanging of William C. Luke 3b6 

Baxiey beaten, throat cut and stabbed by negroes 375 

Peyton, (PattoD>) Mr., whipping of 928 

Pickens Count}', Ku-Klux operations in 1790 

whipped in : Charles Carter, Frank Carter, Tom Gardner, Wiley Hargrove and 
wife, Rev. William Latham, Henry Low, Samuel Low, Bob Stocksville — 9. 

PIERCE, JOHN G., testimony of. 297-319 

resident of Eutaw, Greene County, for about twenty years ; a lawyer by pro- 
fession 297 

member of provisional State legislature 301 

execution of the laws 297, 315 

disguised men, operations of bands of 300, 301, 302, 303, 304, 305, 306, 315 

disguised men, no convictions for offenses by 301 

riot at Eutaw.. 301, 302, 307, 308, 309, 310, 3J2, 315, 317, 3l9 

riot at Eutaw, trial of persons for 317 

riot at Eutaw, sympathy with persons engaged in 305 

negroes, whipping of , 310, 3jl 

negroes, intimidation of, from voting 310, 3f3 

negroes, promises of land and mules to 314 

negroes, sale of painted stakes to 314, 316 

negroes, education of 316 

negroes, voting democratic ticket 304, 311 

freedom of political opinion 304 

difficulty at Cross Plains, or Patona 386 

feeling of people in regard to reconstruction 311 

difficulty between Boyd and Brown 298, 312 

concerning Union Leagues 305,313 

killing of (Alexander) Boyd, solicitor 297,298,299,300,312,313,318 

killmg of Sam Colvin, (colored) 301, 312, 313, 318 

killing of Snoddy 313, 318 

Pike County, republicans unsafe in expressing their opinions in 532 

Porter, Sydenham, address of 1665, 1666, 1691 

POWELL, CHAKLl«.S, (colored,) testimony of 1845-1850 

resident of Leo's Station, Sumter County 1845 

a preacher 1846 

• whipping of witness August, 1871 ; his shooting and attempted hanging ; shoot- 
ing and whipping of Mr. Clark 1845-1849 

no one punished for the outrage; shooting of Peter Stewart, (colored,) 1870.. 1847 
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POWELL, CHARLES E., (colored,) testimony of— Continued. 

intimidation of voters ; general feeling of insecuritv among colored people ; 
was compelled to lie out at night for about two weeks ; Clark's school broken 



up 184r; 

Powell, Charles; whipped and shot 1614, 1845-1849 

Prater, W. J., killing of Jerry Clark by 1002, 1672, 1949 

Prater, W. J., released from jail 1002, 1576, 1577, 1594, 

1621, 1622, 1629-1631, 1639, 1672, 1945, 1954, 1964 

l^reamble to State Ku-Klux act 541 896, 1754, 1755 

views as to, of — 

Coleman 604,665 

Richardson 835,836 

Green 896 

Mudd 1754, 1755, 1756, 1759 

Peck 1855 

Price, Daniel, character, ifcc, of, by — 

Gillespie 1615, 161i: 

Cobbs 1623-1624, 1640 

Herr 1663, 1664, 1689, 1690, 1706, 1714 

Hall 1816-1818,1825 

Smith 1956-1958,1963 

Prior, Miles, outrage upon 995-997 

Prior, Miles, raid on house of 994,995 

Prisoners rescued from jail by disguised men 345 

Proclamation of ^layor Smith forbidding armed organizations 1957 

Proscription, social and business, of — 

Moss 92C 

Hawkins's wife 1329 

Davis 1429,1430, 1431 

Jones 1465 

Drake 1518 

Choutteau 15H4 

teachers of colored schools 16P' 

Hale Ib22, 1823, 1825 

Judge Peck 1850, 1859, 1864, 1865 

professional men , 1858 

Public opinion at close of war 226,227,246 

Public press, tone of, as to constitutional amendments and negro suffrage 844, 84.' 

as to Ku-Klux outrages, (democratic papers palliating or indorsing) 69,551,981, 

1028, 1461, 1841, 1844 

failure to report outrages 836, 837, 937, 1294, 1429 

denunciation of 893 

all outrages noticed by democratic papers 1421 

PUGH, Hon. JAMES L., testimony of 403-413 

resident of P^ufala 403 

member of United States Congress before the war and member of confederate 

congress for four years ; a lawyer by profession 404 

execution of the -laws 404, 407 

disguised men, operations of bands of 405, 411 

disguised men, no punishment for acts of 411 

negro suffrage 405, 406 

negroes voting democratic ticket 405 

freedom of political opinions Sfi 409,413 

general amnesty V „ 407,412 

feeliug of people toward the Government > 406 

feeling of people toward northerners 416 

law of Congress in regard to Ku-Kluk 410,411,413 

Q. 

QUINNEY, JAMES A. R., testimony of 1354-1355 

lives near Spring Hill, Marengo County 1354 

was at John Crudip's the night Robin Westbrook was killed ; staid all night ; 

Crudip's sons were there 1354 

they got up between 3 and 4 o'clock and started for Greene County on a visit. 1354, 1355 
does not think they left the room during the night, as he lay in the same room 

with them and was awake several times 1355 
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Races friendly relation between the ...252,335,353,356,1111,1113,1372,1410,1411,1661, 

1662, 1766, 1955 

premdice against the negroes ^ — ...550, 1179, 1320 

antagonism of 909, 981 , 982, 1179, 1350, 1707, 1955 

Ragland, Fenelon, killing of 428, 610 

Raid on house of — 

Beasley »675 

Rebecca Campbell ^47 

Orland Charles 1478,1479,1497 

Judge Carlton 774 

Dr Choutteau .. ..1574, 1575, 1594, 1595, 159S, 1602, 1604, 1622, 1623, 1631, 1632, 1668, 

1669, 1674, 1946, 1947, 1964, 1965 

court-house 16^7 

Sam Davis 1973 

Ignatius A. Few 1081 

Major Gardiner 862 

Joseph Gill 813 

Judge Hale 729 

Samuel Horfcon 729,730,732,773 

George W. Houston 1674, 1702 

Isaac tiyman 1044, 1045, 1087 

Lewis Jackson 982,983, 993-997 

Henry Kidd 867,868 

Samuel Lawler 1231,1232 

m. Lee 1333 

Jack Leslie 1168,1204 

Mrs. Lindsay 946, 947 

Joseph Manning 930 

Nathan Meeks 1201,1202 

Mr. Monette : 1482 

James M. Moss 917, 918, 924 

L. M. Nutting 1271, 1273, 1481, 1495, 1496, 1525, 1529 

Miles Prior 994,995 

Mrs. Russell 771 

Scruggs 857, 859 

A.J.Steele 944 

Wiley Strong 668,672 

Daniel Vix 1162,1196 

Jonn Ward 1045,1046 • 

Leonard L. Weir 701 

Betsey W^cs tbrook 1 243 

Jack White 1166, 1167, 1202 

James Wooden 771' 

Railroad bonds, indorsement by State of 193-199,218, 1056-1058^ 

Railroads, alleged corruption in procuring legislation for 252,359-361,965, 1424" 

State system of 519, 520 * 

State loans to 1411, 1418^ 

State compelled to pay interest on bonds of 1417 

relative to Alabama and Chattanooga 971,972, 1057 

Rapes, cases of 446, 547-549, 553, 930, 1753 

Ray, Ruff, identified by Blair 676 

REAVIS, TURNER, testimony of 331-355 

resident of Sumter County since July, 1838 ; State senator for four years dur- - 

iug the war ; resigned office of circuit judge before the war 33r 

democrat in politics 355 

execution of the laws 1 . . . . . 331,344 

disguised men, operations of bands of 332, 333, 334, 339, 340, 346, 349,' 350, 352, 353 

disguised men, no punishment for acts of 333, 340, 345, 347 

disguised men, persons rescued from jail by 345 

riot at Eutaw , 338^ .340,348, 349, 354 

feeling between whites and blacks 335, 353 

freedom of political opinions ' .338 

feeling of people toward Government *.'".''!'.'!!!!.''". I !!!!!! i ! 339, 353 

opposition to reconstruction * ' 342 

law of Congress concerning Ku-Klux ".'.339! 347! 349, 354,355 

conceining Judge Luther R.Smith 331 332 

kilhng of (Alexander) Boyd, solicitor 333 345' 351 
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REAVIS, TURNER, testimony of— Continued. 

killing of Coblentz 344 

killing of Richard Burke, (colored) 334,335,346,349,351 

Reconstruction policy, opposition to 34,95,101,202,215,241,293,377,528,561 

republicans in favor of 106 

E. W. Pettus's views as to 3«2, 383, 391, 400 

P. M.Dox's , . 435, 43(; 

Judge Peck's 1860-1862 

the cause of niuch turbulence 822 

distasteful and oppresMve 1409 

REESE, TILLER, (colored,) testimony of 1248-1251 

•works at the steam-mill; son of lietsey Westbrook 1248 

killing of his step-father Robin; outrage upon witness; recognized Wash El- 
kins, Georgey Orudip, and Sid Lipscomb 1248 

Sid Lipj-comb struck bv his step-father 1248, 1251 

was examined before the coroner; left Jefferson July 19, for Demopolis, from 

fear ; had a fight with Watt Bradley 1249 

two colored men, charged with stealing, whipped at a store in Jefferson, by Dr. 

Smith and J. Oakley 1249,1250 

Rcffney, Thomas, whipping of 928 

Republicans not permitted to speak — 

Miller, testim'ony of 1 , 2, 8, 9 

Hays 16,20,23 

Warner 28-30,42 

Norris 65, 66, 68 

Parsons b7 

Smith 109 

Olavk 263 

Speed 421 

Chapman 3952 

Republicans not free to express their political opinions — 

Lindsay, testimony of 220 

Sayre 363,374 

Pugh 409,410,413 

Dox 430 

Day 593,594,607 

Republicans whipped for their politics 681,951, 1012, 1 136, 1 137, 1757, 1993, 1995, 3997, 

2001,2(t06 

shot or killed for their politics 774, 1033, 1034, 1047, 1244, 1247, 1759, 1767 

business proscription of 1051, 1052 

persecution of *. 1081, 1084, 1139,1175 

only, visited by disguised men 1421, 1461, 1726, 3772, 1867, 1991,2004 

Republicanism the cause of whippings, tfcc 1430, 1431, 1462, 3724 

Renshaw, Ben, shooting of 1013 

Reynolds, Dean, beating of, with clubs and guns 327, 3158-1160, 1186 

RICE, SAMUEL F., testimony of 492-525 

resident of Montgomery ; resided for fourteen years in Talladega ; has been a 
member of house and of senate of State legislature; also judge and chief 
justice of State supreme court ; a lawyer by profession ; went to Alabama in 

1838 492 

counsel for Governor Smith in contest for office of governor 497 

was brought up a democrat 507 

is now a republican 506 

execution of the laws 493,520 

disguised men, operations of bands of 493, 518, 519 

disguised men, counties responsible for damages by 493 

disguised men, no punishment for acts of 493 

election laws 503, 521 , 522, 523, 524 

contest for office of governor 497-501,511-518 

general amnesty 504, 505, 509 

freedom of political opinion 494, 495, 496 

colored voters intimidated 495, 496 

negro suffrage 503 

negroes voting democratic ticket 496 

behavior of colored people 503 

opposition to reconstruction 495 

railroad legislation 519,520 

concerning Judge Luthur R. Smith 505, 509, 510 

concerning Governor Parsons 506, 507 
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RICHARDSON, WILLIAM, testimony of 815-856 

native of tho State; thirty-three years old; a lawyer; was in tte confederate 

army; was a Union man and made a Union speech 815 

subsequently followed the fortunes of his State ; member of the State legisla- 
ture in 1865 816 

general disposition on the part of the people of Limestone, Colbert, Lawrence, 
and Morgan Counties to obey the laws ; dissatisfaction with the State Ku- 

Klux act of December 26, 1868 816 

enumerates as causes of dissatisfaction, and the reason why the laws are not 
promptly ^executed, the inefficiency, incompetency, and cnaracter of the men 

holding ofece, and that they had been imposed by act of Congress * 817 

organization and object of the Loyal League ; thinks it the parent of the Ku- 

Klux organization 818, 839, 840, 855 

tho Iluntsville riot of October, 1868 818-821,834,849,854 

killing of Judge Silas Thurlow ; shooting of William W» Cox and — Roper. 820 

no Ku-Klux organization in Madison County now ; no difficulty in executing 

the law 821 

much of the disorder in the State caused by the reconstruction act; probable 

effect of general amnesty 822 

witness's views as to President Lincoln's call for 75,000 troops 823 

secession convention of 1861 and its action 824 

opposition to secession, as shown in the vote for Douglas and Bell as against 

fereckinridge 825 

how the United States flag, as an emblem of the Union and of the sovereignty 
of the United States, is regarded by those who sympathized with the rebel- 
lion since and during the war 825, 826, 850 

doctrine held by the democratic party of Alabama as to right of secession 826,827 

witness's views as to right of secession and revolution, and as to what consti- 
tutes treason 827-831 

of State sovereignty and citizenship 831,832,850 

was twice invited to join the Ku-Klux 833, 855 

strength of the Ku-Klux in Madison County in 1868 834 

the preamble to the State Ku-Klux law of December 26, 1868, untrue ; the law 

was bitterly assailed by the democratic party 835,836 

reports of Ku-Klux outrages in democratic and republican newspapers 836,837 

knows of no convictions tor Ku-Klux outrages 837 

objects of the Ku-Klux organization 849 

relative party vote of Madison County 840,841 

general opinion as to northern settlers, and how influenced by their political 

opinions 843,842 

favors education of the colored children 843 

views of the democratic party of Madison County as to the fifteenth amend- 
ment and negro suffrage 843, 844 

tone of the democratic press of the State relative thereto 844,845' 

enumerates as sources of complaint tfie election law 845 

the presence of United States troops 846 ' 

the inability of the leading men, the centralizing tendencies of the Govern- » 
ment, and the political disabilities imposed by the fourteenth amendment. 847 > 
his opinion as to whether the men subject to political disabilities are opposed to 

making application for relief ; favors general amnesty 848 

alleged outrages by General Turchin's troops in Athens, in 1862 850,851 

the people of the South have submitted in good faith, and are sincere in trying 
to restore good feeling ; they have now no hostility to th'e Government, or 

mtention to overthrow it ; general amnesty the wisest policy 851 < 

Ku-Klux introduced into the State in 1867 ; law of December 26, 1868 852^ 

C. C. Sheets ordered by Ku-Klux to cease his speeches 852,854,856 

testimony of William R. Chisholm relative thereto 853,854 

the republican party of the State has urged the removal of all political disabil- 

■oTT^T^iH^^ 'a^^?®^^^ conduct and behavior of the negroes since the surrender 856 

liLuDLti, A. A. J., testimony of 1504-1518 

resident of McKinley ; a planter and physician ! ." " " " . . . . 1504 

interruption of political meeting, at Linden, where William B. Jones was 

speaking, and his withdrawal from the canvass 1504-1509, 1514, 1515, 1516 

Jones shot at in Chickasabogue swamp . J507 

feeling against Dr. Jones 1508 

general let-ling against republican office-hoYd'ers! 1510 
laws generally enforced in Marengo County ; killing of Robin Westbrook. . . . 1511 
whipping of Mr. Neibhng t j5jl 15^2 
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RIDDLE, A. A. J., testimony of— Continued. 

miscegenation 1512 

Kn-Klux organization ; its extent, tScc 1513, 1514 

killing of Abe Lyon 1514 

character of Mr. Jones's speeches 1515 

display of the L^nited States flag* at republican meetings, but not at democratic. 1516 
Avhipping of Richard Lewis to make him confess firing upon Dr. Smith 3517 

Riddle, Mrs., whipping of 157, 158 

Riot in Eutaw, (see Eutaw.) 

in Huntsville, (see Huntsville.) 

in Meridian 1439 

Rioters, trial of Eutaw, (see Eutaw.) 

Rivers, Henry, shooting of 1165, 1190, 1200, 1201 

Roper, George, shooting of 688-6H8, 094, 820, 674, 900 

ROPER, GEORGE, (colored,) testimony of 686-G94 

lived in Huntsville in November, 1668 686 

was in the TJ'nion Army 689 

describes when and under wliat circumstances he was shot 686-688,694 

recognized Captain Cox as one of his assailants ; none of them were disguised. 688 
many colored people Ku-Kluxed in the fall of 1868; a great many arms taken 

from them ; witness's gun taken 689 

colored man killed ; wounding of Captain Cox ; killing of Jndge Thurlow. .. 690 

the case investigated by the military and the grand jury.., 692,693 

Roundtree, Robert, struck with pistol 1160,1187-1190 

Russell, Mr., killing of Levi Murphy by 748,765,766,773 

liussell, Mrs., raid on house of 771 

S. 

Sannuds, Mr., alleged Ku-Klux, killing of 1749,1854,1975 

SANDERS, EDWARD CLEMENT, testimony of 1797-1812 

resident of Gainesville, Sumter County ; a carpenter; was a whig 1797 

was in the confederate army 1800 

killing of Richard Burke 1798, 1807, 1808, 1812 

Jasper taken from jail and killed 1798, 1799, 1808, 1809 

Zeke High taken from jail and killed 1799, 1808 

Ku-Klux organization; extent, iXrc 1800, 1801, 1803-1807, 1809, 1810 

a great many persons killed and whipped in different parts of the county ; as 

many as twenty or thirty eases 1800 

thinks it w*onld be a good deal better for the negroes if they were back in 

slavery; does not believe in negro suffrage 1801 

believes in negro education 1801, 1802 

witness's views as to the necessary qualifications for voters ; the last election 
democratic ; the negroes, to all appearance, voting without any apprehen- 
sion 1802 

the colored men afraid of the Ku-Klux 1807 

palliation of Ku-Klux 1807, 1810 

shooting of Hayne Richardson, (colored ;) negro whipped in Greene County.. 1808 

promises of lauds and mules to negroes 1810, 1811 

Union League organization; its extent, S:c 1811 

Sauford County, whipping in 1754 

Sapp, Mr., killing of 942, 1162, 1196, 1197 

SAVRE, P. T., testimony of 355-374 

resident of Montgomery ; a lawyer by profession 355 

execution of the laws 356 

election laws 358, 367, 368, 369 

disguised men, operations of bands of-. 356, 361, 364, 3()5, 37.3 

disguised men, prosecutions for acts of 367 

railroad legislation, Sec 359,360-361,364,373 

feeling between whites and blacks t 356, 371 r 

opposition to State constitution 358, 364 

democratic negroes 356, 362 

contest for ofiice of governor 361, 362 

concerning Freedmen's Bureau 357,371 

taxes 360,372 

freedom of political opinions 363, 374 

promise of lands and nmles to negroes 363,374 

difficulty at Patona, or Cross Plains 3li5 

concerning Union Leagues 357,362,^371 

killing of Mr, Boyd, solicitor 365 
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Scalawags 233, 746, 888, 1294, 3422, 1609, 1982 

Scales, Sam, killing of 666,719 

Scarborouffb, Mr., killing of 1677 

School-hoSses burned 52, 140, 236, 754, 932, 1025, 1026, 1043, J046, 1288, 1363, 1548, 

1614,1655,1731,1739,1920 

Scbool system and tax 970, 971 

Scbool fund, bow administered 227,232,240,248, 1055,1056 

Scbools broken up 754, 1087, 1088, 3338, 1268, 1269, 1329, 1330, 1848 

Schools, outrage upon teachers of 52,54,67, 140,755, 1047, 1138-1140, ia53 

Scruggs, , robbing of. 857, 859, 860 

Scruggs, raid on house of 857, 859 

Secession, right of, &c 824-832, 850, 904, 905, 1865 

Selma and Meridian Railroad Company forbidden to employ negro firemen 1293 

Shapard, William, character as to veracity of 782, 790, 791, 872, 885, 984, 988, 989 

SHAPARD, WILLIAM, testimony of ^ 744-769 

sixty-seven years old ; lives in Blount County ; pative of Virginia ; a farmer ; 

a Union man : 744 

is persecuted on account of his political sentiments 744,745 

scalawags and carpet-baggers notified to leave the country 746 

objects of the Ku-Klux organization 747 

killing of Levi Murphy, sherifi^, by Russell, an alleged Ku-Klux . 748,765,766 

all the Tnen killed were republicans ; cites cases of Levi Murphy, Russell Camp- 
bell, Lemuel Falkner, Lewis Ketchum, and Higgins ; Johu F. Mc- 
Dowell whipped for voting the republican ticket, and driven from home 749 

Ku Klux an organized band ; their number and disguises 750, 753 

character of grand jurors 751 

intimidation of voters 752, 768, 769 

schools broken up and school-houses burned 754 

churches burned ; threats against school-teachers; heard Lewis Copeland make 

threats 755 

existence of Ku-Klux denied 755, 756 

woman whipped and driven off ; Edward AUdredge and Joseph Dinmore shot at. 756 

whipping of James Horton 756,757,767 

character of Mr. Lakin 757, 758 

firing at camp-meeting the evening Mr. Lakin preached 758,759,760 

exhibition on camp-ground of Mrs. Horton's monstrous birth 759,760 

frequent indictment of witness in the last twenty years 760, 761 

obtained "money from General Burke during his canvass for Congress 761-763 

his testimony in the election case of Hines and Sherrod before Judge Busteed's 

court 763 

standing of Mr. Moore, alleged cyclops 767 ^ 

witness acquitted on all indictments without summoning a witness; has many 
enemies on account of his political principles ; intense hatred in the commu- 
nity against the Government ; views of the democrats of Blount County as 

to the fifteenth amendment and negro sufixage 768 

and as to the *'new departure'* 769 ^ 

Sheely, Alex., whipping of lOJl ^ 

Sheets, C. C, notified to quit making speeches 852,854,856 ^ 

Shiloh, disturbance of meeting at 1431» 1453, 1539, 1540, 1543, 1544 ^ 

Shootings : 

Alston, James H., (colored,) Macon County, June, 1870 229, 1017, 1018, 1023, 

1029, 1031, 1036, 1037, 1059-1061, 1068, 1069, 1091, 
1092, 1094, 1096, 1097, 1104, 1105, 1108-1110, 1 J13 

Charles, Orlando, wife of, (colored,) Hale County, 1870 1478, 1479, 1497 

Cox, William W., Madison County, 1868 432,690,785,766,820,874,900 - 

Dew, Henry, (colored,) Greene County, spring of 1871 1789, 1790, 1796 

Dougherty, William, Macon County, June, 1870 1023, 1024, 1032, 1062, 1064, !065 

Etheridge, J. S., Sumter County 1676 

Fletcher, , (colored,) Hale County, August, 1871 1284,1482 

Gardner, Judge, Butler County, 1868 527 

Goshe, Adam, (colored,) Macon €ounty, October, 1870 1092-1094 

Hartley, Monie, and son, (colored, ) Perry County, April, 1871 416, 422 

Hill, Judge F. M., Choctaw County, February, 1871 ....50, 103, 1627, 1891, 1916-1918 

Houston, George W., (colored,) Sumter County, August, 1869 999, 1000, 1574, 

1575, 1595, 1607, 1622, 1623, 1631, 1632, 1673, 1674, 3737, 1949, 19r.4, 1964 

Houston, George W., son of, (colored,) Sumter County, August, 1869 999, 1000 

Ishara, (Ezell?) (colored,) Choctaw County, 1873 1334,1335 

Isham, Ezell, wife of, (colored,) Choctaw County, 1871 1335 

Jolly, Alfred, (colored,) Sumter County 1001 



INDEX, LXI 

Page. 

Shootings— Continued. 

Ketchuni, Lewis, Blount County, December, 1870 742,775,791 

Knight, Jesse, Morgan County, J8(J9 127 

Larkin, Ned, sou of, (colored,) Jackson County, December, 1870 932 

Lawler, Sam, Jackson County, February, 1870 932,1231,1232 

Lipscomb, Peyton, (colored,) Aladison County, August, 1871 669,945,950,952 

Mitchell, Columbus, (colored,) Macon County, October, 1870 1092-1094 

Moore, Jacob, (colored,) Calhoun County, July, 1870 78,79 

Powell, Charles, (colored,) Sumter County, August, 1871 1614,1845-1849 

Randolph, Mr 1978,1979 

Reid, Robert, (colored,) Sumter County 1459 

Renshaw, Ben, (colored,) Coosa County, January, 1871 1011 

Richardson, Hayne, Sumter County, August, 187(3 1776, 1781, 1808 

Rivers, Henry, (colored,) Marshall County, August, 1869 1165,1190,1200,1201 

Roper, George, (colored,) Madison County, November, 1868 686-688,694,820, 

874,900 

Sledge, Enoch, (colored,) Sumter County, 1869* 998,99;) 

Spiingiield, 11. J., Saint Clair Count, July, 1870 1171, 1217-1220, 1222, 1223 

Stewart, Peter, (colored,) Sumter County, 1^70 1847 

Strong, AViley, (colored,) Madison County, December, 1870 668,672,930 

Tran^blies, America, son of, (colored,) Chambers County, 1870 1047 

Trawick, Mr, Fayette County 1986 

Turner, Prior, (colored,) Madison County, March, 1^69 133,150,883,897 

Wright, Felix, (colored,) Macon County, October, 1870 1092-1094 

SHORTER, C^SAR, (colored,) testimony of 1072-107rt 

lives in ^Montgomery ; votes the democratic tick(^t 1072 

was a servant of Governor Shorter ; was a republican; turned democrat, be- 
cause he was disappointed in the operations of the Union League 1073, 1074 

servant now of Governor Lindsay 1077 

has been trcquently threatened with violence because he was a democrat; 

thinks other democratic negroes have been intimidated 1072 

disturbaiu-'c at a democratic meeting, and witness struck 1072, 1073 

none of the colored race lit for officii 1074 

is not in favor of the 6tteenth amendment 1075 

is afraid of his colored brethren 1076 

has had no trouble in voting ; has seen in democratic papers where colored meu 

have been whipped by their own people 1078 

Simmons, Mr., whipping of 717 

Simpson, Mr., killing of 1971, 1972, 1984, 1985, 1991 

Sisscomb, George, identified by Reynolds 11.-^6 

Sledge, Dennis, killing of 1736 

Sledge, Mack, shooting of 998,999, 1736,1949 

Sledge, Frank, killing of 998,999 

Smith, , killing of 611.786,893 

Smith, Arthur A., received Ku-Klux letters 1295, 1328 

SMITH, ARTHUR A., testimony of 44-64 

resident of Choctaw County, and engaged in planting; formerly resident of Greene 

County and clerk of county court 44 

resigned ofSce of circuit clerk of Greene County 52,53 

lived in Alabama since May, 1.^69 53 

appointed circuit clerk in October, 1869 53,60 

superintendent of education for Greene County 52,60 

disguised men, operations of bands of ^ 48,57 

disguised men, trial of persons for acts of 56 

disguised men, witnesses afraid to testify against 58,61 

disguised men, courts unable to punish acts of 58 

riot at Eutaw, Greene County 44,45,62 

riot at Eutaw, trial of persons for 51,54 

colored j urors 53 

burnings in Choctaw County 51,58 

anonymous threatening letters 50,52,63 

school-houses burned 52 

teachers of colored schools driven away 52,54 

negroes voting democratic ticket 59 

negroes afraid to vote 59 

whites thoroughly and negroes partially armed 64 

concerning Judge Luther R. Smith 51, 53 

diffieulty between Boyd and Brow^u 49 

tiring at Judge F. M. Hill 50 
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SMITH, ARTHUR A., testimony of— Continued. 

killing of Mr. Boyd, solicitor 4b, 57, 5b, 59, 63 

killing of Snoddy 49 

attack on Mr. Burton 46, 55 

Smith, Colomay, knocked down and shot at 1221 

SMITH, EDWARD \V. , testimonyof 1955-1969 

resident i)f Livingston, Sumter County ; a lawyer; native of North Carolina; 

was mayor of Livingston ; is a member of the legislature 1955 

^ji£Biflcrat ; was in the confederate army 1962 

relations between the races immediately after the war ; these conditions changed 
in about a year, owing to the evil influence of a few white men ; disorderly 

conduct of the negroes 1955, 1960 

armed bands of negroes and their behavior ^..1955, 1960, 1962, 1963 

issued a proclamation forbidding armed organizations 1955, 1956 

character and actions of Price, Rolfe, Hayes, and others 1956, 1957, 1958, 1963 

copy of proclamation issued ; character of the election of 1868 1957 

arrest of Mr. Barker, Mr. Ennis, afid five or six others by the military under 

Lieutenant Ryan 1958, 1959 

character of the canvass of 1870 in Sumter County 1959, 1960 

no attempts at intimidation of voters 1960 

Loyal League, its extent, &c 1960, 1962, 1963 

whipping of Amanda Childers by Mr, Jones 1960, 1961 

Ku-Klux Klan, its extent, &c 1963, 1964, 1965, 1966, 1967, 1968, 1969 

riots at Eutaw and Meridian ; Zeke High and Jasper taken from jail and 
killed ; Prater released from jail ; killing of Richard Burke, and shooting of 

George Houston 1964 

Choutteau*s house shot into and Coblentz killed 1964, 1965 

does not remember an instance of any of the men concerned in these outrages 

being punished 1965 

efforts niade to discover the perpetrators of the outrages on Jasper, Coblentz, 

Zeke High, Burke, Choutteau, and Houston 1965, 1966 

Dr. Browning killed in the raid on Choutteau's house 1966 

Smith, J. S., identified by Dougherty 1024, 1032, 1033 

Smith, Judge J. Q. , warned not to hold court 1871, 1872, 1889 

Smith, Judge J. Q., adjournment of court of 1918 

Smith, Judge L. R. burning of mill, ifec, of 1269,1293,1419,1611,1643,1872,1873 

Smith, Judge L. R , character of 176, 177, 263, 1610-1612, 1644, 1645, 1878, 1879 

Smith, Judge L. R., notified to resign 16,295, 1644 

SMITH, LUTHER R., testimony of 101-111 ' 

resident of Choctaw County ; went to Alabama in 1865 ; register of Choctaw 

and Chickasaw Counties ; judge of seventh judicial circuit 101 

mill and gin-house burned 105 

called upon to resign office of circuit judge 103, 106, 108, 109 

anonymous threatening letters 103, 104, 108 • 

disguised men, operations of bands of 101, 103, 105 ^ 

disguised men, no punishment for acts of 107^ 

disguised men, witnesses afraid to testify against 107 ^ 

officers requested to resign 103, 106, 108, 109 ^ 

witnesses killed or driven off 103 

opposition to reconstruction 106 

freedom of political opinion 109 

law of Congress concerning Ku-Klux 108 

trial of Eutaw rioters 105 

killing of Mr. Boyd, solicitor 101 ^ 

killing of Nathanial Edwards, (colored) 102^ 

shooting of Judge Hill 103 

whipping of Mr. Latham 104 

Smith, Mr., fray with Mr. Randolph 1778,1779 

SMITH, S. D., testimony of 1251-1262 

resident of Jefferson ; a practicing physician 1251 

native of North Carolina 1262 

negroes charged with stealing from a store in Jefferson struck by witness and 

J. W. Oakley 1251,1252 

^ Robin Westbrook killed ; coroner's inquest held ; no one implicated ; knows 
tho parties identified by Betsey Westbrook and ^Tiller Reese in their testi- 
mony before the committee ; was not called in to see Lipscomb ; never 

heard of his being injured 1252 

character of Robin Westbrook 1253, 1259, 1260, 1262 
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SMITH, S. D., testimony of— Continued. 

shooting- at witness by negroes calling themselves Ku-Klux 1253, 1J54, 1*256, 1*258, 

1259, 12G0 

much trouble in the community from thefts of stock ; crimes of the freedmen, 1255 

character and standing of Elkins 1255, 125t^ 

nine arrested for the outrage upon witness ; two were released, one escaped, 
and six are in jail awaiting trial ; was not at the coroner's inquest over the 
body of Westbrook : thinks there would have been no danger in the mother 

and son implicating the men who killed Westbrook 1256 

there were two opinions as to the parties who committed the murder 1256, 1258 

character of Lipscomb 1257,1258 

and of Mr. Crudip 1258 

general behavior of the negroes 1260, 1261 

no intimidation of democratic voters in his precinct ; no feeling against West- 
brook because he was a radical 1261 

Smith. S. D., shot at by negroes 1253, 1254, 1256, 3258-1260, 1398-1400, 1403, 1517 

Smith, 8. D., negroes whipped by 1249-J252 

Snoddy, Samuel, killing of 2,3,6,49,258,265,277,313,318 

Suodgrass, lien, killing of 428 

Somner, John, identified by Vix 1196 

SPEED, JOSEPH H., testimony of 413-427 

resident of Eutaw ; born and educated in Virginia 413 

teacher before the war ; officer in confederate army ; whig up to the war ; 

republican since the war 414 

disguised men, operations of bands of 414,415,418,419,420,421 

disguised men, no punishment for acts of 419, 420 

execution of the laws 414 

anonymous threatening letters 418,423 

riot at Eutaw 423 

concerning State University 418,425,427 

education of negroes 426,427 

colored voters intimidated 419 

freedom of political opinions 421 

general amnesty 425 

concerning Kev. A. S. Lakin 427 

whipping, shooting, and hanging of George A. Clark 417 

killing of Mr. Boyd, solicitor 420 

killing of Stillings 415 

killing of Greatiiouse, (colored) 417 

shooting of Monie Hartley and son, (colored) 416,422 

whipping of Isaac Hall, (colored) , 415,416 

whipping of Alfred Darling, (colored) 416 

whipping of Katie La Grone, (colored) 417, 422 

Springtield, H. J., wounding of 1171,1217-1220,1222, 1223 

Stakes, sale of • 1134 

Starkey, William, hanging of 1222 

State administration, character of 244,965, 1178, 1180, 1715, 1717 

State debt, bonds, &c 977-979,1055-1057,1411,1417,1418,1424 

State government, reorganization of 906,907,909,910 

Saint Clair County, outrages, in : William Starkey ; killed in : Frank Harrison ; 
shot in: H. J, Springfield. 

STEELE, ANTHONY, (colored,) testimony of 948-951 

lives in Madison County. 948 

was visited by disguised men; character of the disguises worn 949 

Wash Strong, Henry Johnson, and Peyton Lipscomb whipped ; the latter 

shot 950 

STEELE, ARCHIBALD JACKSON, testimony of 944-948 

a preacher; lives in Madison county ; seventy-two years old ; manages a plant- 
ation \ 944 

was a Union man 947,948 

is a democrat 948 

was visited by bands of disguised men five or six times since the war ; on their 

first visits they did not interfere with anything or anybody 944 

object of the visit, on August 23, 1871, to abuse the colored people living with 
him ; the negroes were taken to the woods and beaten unmercifully, shot at, 
and one wounded ; their names were Henry Johnson, Peyton Lipscomb, 

and Washington Strong 945 

Peyton Lipscomb was the one shot 946 

raid on Mrs, Lindsay's house 946,947 
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STEELE, ARCHIBALD JACKSON, testimony of— Continued. ^ ^ ^ .^^ 
frequent raids on Rebecca Campbell's house ; she is struck on the head with a 
double-barreled shot-gun by Yarbrough ; no one arrested, except Yarbrough, 

for any of these outrages 947 

Steele, William, hanging of - - 

STEWART, NATHAN L., testimony of ....1405-1408 

lives on the road to Jefferson, six miles from Demopolis, Marengo County 1405 

was an overseer ; a native of the State 1407 

thinks Westbrook was killed in August ; knows Sib Lipscomb ; he was at home 

when the murder was committed 1405 

be was sick and witness waited on him ; he did not leave the house that night. . 1406 

Stewart, Peter, shooting of - 1847 

STICKNEY, CHARLES L., testimony of 1518-1537 

resident of Hale county; a planter; native of the State 1518 

has an interest in the manufacture of shoes, harness, &c 1519 

the laws executed ; good order prevails 1518 

character, standing, &c., of Dr. Blackford .....1518,1519,1520,1523,1524 

Mr. Chapman visited and insulted 1519, 1530, 1531 

good eflect of Ku-Klux operations 1519, 1520, 1530, 1531, 1532 

gin-house burned by a negro and he shot by disguised men 1519, 1520, 1533 

burning of Green's house, of Andy Johnson's livery stable, and Robert John- 
son's workshop 1520 

Aleck Webb killed by John Orick; the riot in consequence 1521, 1522 

arrest of Gewer 1522 

micegenation 1524, 1522 

Mrs. Nutting's house fired into ; her character and standing 1525, 1529 

raid on Dr. Blackford 1525,1526,1529 

the difficulty in following and ascertaining who were the perpetrators of these 

offenses 1526, 1527,1528 

McGrary released from jail 1528, 1529 

never heard of the Ku-Klux being guilty of any brutal outrage; heard of a 
negro being visited and moderately whipped ; that not an act of brutality,. 1530 

Ku-Klux organization, extent, &c 1530, 1531, 1532 

palliation of Ku-Kiux outrages 1531, 1532 

editorials from the Alabama Beacon read, and comments of witness 1534-1536 

Stillings, , killing of 415 

Stock, stealing of 1313, 1686, 1717, 1767, 1839, 1842, 1844, 1941 

Stocksville, Bob, whipping of 1995,1998,2001,2006 

Strange, Mr., killing by Mr. Burrus of 658 

Stratton, Mr., killing of 1677 

Strong, Marshall, taking of gun of. 927 

STRONG, WASHINGTON, (colored,) testimony of 956-957 

works on Mr. Steele's place 956 

whipped by disguised men ; character of the disguises worn 956,957 

negroes afraid to vote 957 

Strong, Washington, whipping of 669, 946, 950, 952, 956, 957 

STRONG, WILEY, (colored,) testimony of 668-674 

lives a mile above New Market, on Joseph H. Miller's quarter 6^ 

his house attacked by disguised men and witness shot, in December, 1870 668, 672 

character of the disguises ; his wife beaten 668, 669 

Peyton (colored) shot; whipping of Hal Johnson and Washington Strong 669 

killing of Henry Clunu 669,671 

witness's fight with Mr. Caldwell 670, 671 

Strong, Wiley, wife of, struck on head with pistol 668, 6Q9 

Sturdeway, Green, whipping of 1012 

Suffrage, negro, opposition to 31,34,191,226,255,256,554 

L. E. Parsous's opinion of 87, 88, 92, 94 

Mr. Day's opinion of 605 

acquiescence in 202, 395, 396 

division of sentiment as to 383 

mistake not to accept 405, 406 

Sullivan, Moses B., whipping of 123, 127,146,1165 

Sullivan, Moses B., affidavit of 146-148 

Sumter County, number of homicides in 1001, 1703, 1800 

election statistics of 1461, 1586, 1587, 1591-1593, 1619, 1678, 1679, 1828 

population of jOOl 

killed in: Jasper Alexander, Enoch Boyd, Dr. Browning, Mr. JBry an, Richard 
Burke, Amanda Childers, Jerry Clark, Coblentz, Collins, Flem Cross's wife, 
Grattan, Dudley Hart, Hopper, mail-agent, Dennis Pearl, Anthony Rogers, 
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Sumter County, number of homicides in — Continued. 

Mr. Rogers, Scaiboroug-b, Dennis Sledge, Frank Sledge, Stratton, Silas, 
Thurlow, Travis, Ezekiel Williams, Yankee Ben, Anderson Young's son — 2(j ; 
shot in : J. S. Etheridp^e, G. W. Houston and son, Alfred Jolly^ Charles 
Powell, Robert Reid, Ilayne Richardson, Enoch Sledge, Peter Stewait— 9; 
outraged in: John Childers, George A. Clark, Danger Godfrey, S. A. Hale — 4 ; 
whipped in: Charles Brown, Danger Brown, Amanda Childers, G. A. Clark, 
Prince Evans, ]Mr. Lovet, Charles T. Powell — 7. 

Tallapoosa County, disturbances in 1121 

whipped in : Alexander Shelly. 

Taylor, Daniel, burning of house of 3137 

TAYLOR, DANIEL, testimony of. 1125-1135 

residence has been in Tallapoosa County ; now in Opelika, Lee County ; native 

of Georgia; a planter ; a democrat all his life ]]'25 

there was a Ku-Klux organization about a year ajjo : John T. Wright leader of 
the " Black Cavalry.'' and afterward drummed for recruits to the ]\u-KIux ; 

Mr. Meadows threatened 1P2() 

colored girl whipped and driven away 1126, 1127 

Squire Brewer threatened ; Simeon Orr confessed being captain of a Ku-Klux 

band; a.number of negroes driven to the woods 1126 

heard of other .Ku-Klux oi)erations in Coosa County from II. D. llarroll 1126, 1130 

character Ac, of the membership, and purpose of the Ku-Klux.. 1126, 1127, 122H, 1129, 

1130,1131 

effect of Ku-Klnx outrages upon the labor of the country 1128 

general conduct of the colored i)eople 1129 

general complaint in other flections about negroes stealing stock 1130, 1 132 

what the negroes have been taught by Mr. Norris and others 1130, 1131, 1133 

effect upon the planters of stock-stealing ; Freedmen's Bureau 1132 

universal belief among the negroes that forty acres of land and a mule were to 

be given to each of them 1133 

selling of sticks 1134 

reasons for the whites not voting for the constifution of 1668 1131, 1 Ki.") 

TAYLOR, GEORGE, (colored,) testiuiony of 572-576 

lives about three miles from Iluutsville ; is married ; 28 years old ; was a slave ; 

lived in Cherokee County 572 

voted the democratic ticket to save his life 573 

is a Methodist preacher 573,574 

whipping of witness in Cherokee, Colbert County 572 

mauner and severity of whipping 572,574 

is compelled to leave home 572,573,574 

character of disguises worn 574 

affidavit of witness 576 

Taylor, George, whipping of 128, 148, 572 

Taxation, not heavily felt 11 

comparison with previous 360, 372, 461, 963, 974, 1056 

county 969, 970, 976-979, 1304, 1307-1312, 1316 

Tax sales 1409, 1415-1417 

Teuy, David, identihed by Reynolds 1186 

Testimony, dithculty in procuring, in Ku-Klux c^ses L>, 16, 17,21,23 

Testimonv of: 

Abercrombie, Robert H 1103-1113 

Abrahams, William Thomas : 1378-1387 

Adler, Emanuel '. 1557 

Alston, James H 1016-1022 

Alkbedge, Enoch 984-993 

Battle, Cullen A 1059-1072 

Beggs, William 1953-1955 

Bennett, Granville 1 734-1 745 

Berry, Isaac Marion 769-780 

Blackford, William T 1271-1302 

Blair, Augustus 671-679 

Brown, Jesse 800-861 

Brunson, Simeon 1999-2005 

Busteed, Richard 320-330 

Butler, John M 1091-1099 

Chapman, Reuben, Jr 1940-1953 

Cherry, C. S 70-77 

Childers, John 1719-1728 

Christian, Robert 1558-1564 

A 
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Testimony of— 

Clanton, James H 226-25/ 

Clark, James 1? TA^^^T'^^I 

Cobbs, Thomas 1520-1 b4b 

Cockrell, William E 42-44 

Coleman, Daniel 646-668 

Coleman, John Tajloe 1048-1054 

Crawford, General Samuel W 1156-1183 

Daniel, Sir 993-997 

Davis, Hugh N 1897-1899 

Davis, Nicholas 780-791 

Davis, Stephen B 1428-1433 

Day, Lionel W < 590-635 

Dougherty, William 1022-1042 

Dox, Hon, Peter M 428-462 

Drake, Charles L 1545-1550 

Echolls, Howell 957-960 

Edwards, Drury Reuben 1923-3933 

English, William H 1433-1441 

Falkner, Jefferson ,.-..11 14-1 125 

Fenderson, Shepherd 1395-1405 

Few, Ignatius A • 3080-1085 

Ford, William 679-686 

Forney, William H 462-492 

Fullerlove, Robert 1649-1660 

Gardiner, Major 862-864 

Ganett, James J 1475-1491 

Giles, Henry 1009-1016 

Gill, Joseph 812-815 

Gillespie, John C 1602-1620 

Glover, Benjamin M 1868-1897 

Glover, Pearson J 1338-1351 

Goodloe,John Calvin 636-641 

Gould, J. McKee 1837-1845 

Green, Thomas U 870-871 

Hale, Samuel A 1812-1835 

Hamlin, Henry 857-859 

Hargrove, Wiley 1993-1996 

Harris, John G 1587-1602 

Hatter, James D 1933-1940 

Hawkins, Thompson C 1324-1333 

Hay, Hon. Charles 12-25, 1835-1837 " 

Healy, Robert W 1 155-1 156 

Henderson, William 576-590 

Herr, Benjamin F 1661-1719 

Hill, Francis Marion 1916-1922 

Holley, John J 1135-1144^ 

Horton, Benjamin 738-744» 

Horton, Samuel 728-73?^ 

Houston, George W 997^004 

Jackson, Lewis 982-983 

Jackson, Sam B 1441-1447 

Jeffries, Algernon Sidney 1491-1504 

Jolly, J. J 264-297 

J ohnson, Henry 953-956. 

Johnson, Henry T 1351, 135^ 

Jones, George 1388-1395 

Jones, William B v 3450-1475 

Judkins, Oscar 1042-1048 

Kelly, William L 1551-1557 

Kidd, Henry 867-869 

Killens, Jano ) 733_] 734 

Kinnard, Michael C 1730-1733 

Lakin, Rev. A. S 111-159 

Lindsay, Governor Robert B 159-225 

Lee, William. 1333-1337 

Leonard, Benjamin 1785-1797 

Lentz, Willi am H 722-728 

Lile,John A 939-944 
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Testimony of — 

Lipscomb, Peyton 951-953 

Lon^, Burton 1149-1154 

Loper, Charles 1113-1114 

Low, Henry 1996-1999 

Low, Samuel 2005-2007 

Lowe, William M 871-912 

Lyon, Eliza 1202-1271 

Lyon, Francis S 1408-142S 

Ma^^uire, William H * 1661 

Mabone, Charles 1078-1080 

Marcbbanks, Alexander 865-867 

Martin, Lvman W 1144-1149 

Matthews, William 641-616 

McCall, Daniel 1899-1916 

McXeill, Malcolm Hector 1537-1545 

Meredith, Keuben A ^ 1771-1785 

Michael, Jacob, jr 1366-1378 

Miller, William 1-12 

Minnis, John A 527-571 

Moore, Allen K 1565-1587 

Moss, James M 915-926 

Mudd, William S 1745-1771 

Noble, William R 1055-1059 

Non-is, Hon. B. W 64-69 

Parsons, Lewis E 77-101,111 

Peck, E, Woalsey 1850-1863 

Pettus, Edmund W 374-403 

Pierce, John G 297-319 

Powell Charles 1845-1850 

Pii^h, Hon. James L 403-113 

Quiuney, ,Tames A. R 1354-1355 

Eeavis^ Turner 331-355 

Keese, Tiller 1248-1251 

Kice, Samuel F 492-525 

Eichardson, William 815-856 

Kiddle, A. A. J 1504-1518 

Koper, George 686-694 

Sanders, Edward Clement 1797-1812 

Sayre, P. T 355-374 

•Shapard, William 744-769 

Shorter, Citfsar 1072-1078 

Smith, Arthur A 44-64 

Smith, Edward W 1955-1969 

Smith, Luther P 101-111 

Smith, S, D 1251-1262 

Speed, Joseph H 413-427 

Steele, Anthony 948-951 

Steele, Archibald Jackson 944-948 

Stewart, Nathan L 1405-1408 

Stickney, Charles L 1518-1537 

Strong, Washington 956-957 

Strong, Wiley 668-674 

Taylor, Daniel 1125-1135 

Taylor, George 572-576 

Tinker, Mack 1360-1366 

Turner, Henry Peters 912-915 

Van Valkenburg, John 791-809 

WsLcrer, John II 926-939 

Walker, Richard 960-982 

Ward, John M 1085-1091 

Warner, Hon. Willard 25-42 

Watley, Smith 1004-1009 

Webb, Robert D 1728-1730 

Weir, Leonard L 694-722 

Westbrook, Betsey 1242-1247 

Whitfield, Newton L 1969-1993 

Williams, Mary Eliza 1356-1360 

Williams, Wilson 1099-1103 
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Testimony of — 

Woolf, Henry Ashby 1447-1450 

YouDff, James A 1303-1324 

Thomas, N. 8., killing of 1671, 1672, 1701, 3702, 1883-1885, 1895, 1896 

Thomas, W. K, whipping and cutting oflf of ears of Danger Brown by 1595, 1596 

Thompson, Boh, lulling of 428,967 

Thiirlow, Judge Silas, killing of. .115, 432, 442, 452, 599, 602, 614, 618, 690, 786, 820, 874, 900 

Tidwell, Mr., whipping of ^349 

TINKER, MACK, (colored,) testimony of 1360-1366 

lives in Choctaw County J 360 

AboLyou killed 1360 

Mike Dunn killed, 1871 1360, 1361, 1365 

Isham Ezell killed .- 1361, 1364 

Lem Campbell killed ; no one punished for these killings 1361, 1362, 1363 

a great many colored people have left through fear 1362 

intimidation of voters 1362,1363 

two school-houses burned ; has been lying in the woods for fear of the Ku- 

Klux; the riding in disguise in the county is just ruining the country 1363 

Sam Cook's wife whipped 1364 

general feeling of insecurity among colored people 1365, 1366 

Tramblies, America, killing of 1042, 1043, 1047, 1087, 1114, 11 15, 1117, 1118 

Tramblies, America, shooting of son of — 1047 

Travis, Mr., killing of J 999 

Travis, Tom, identified by Reynolds 1186 

Trawick, Mr., shooting of 1986 

Treadway, Sheriff, compelled to leave home 545-547 

Troops, applications for 1162, 1163, 1167, 1169, 1172, 1173 

Tulley, John W., compelled to leave 127 

Tuscaloosa, raid on 1852 

Tusciiloosa County, number of murders in 1852, 1970, 1971 

election statistics of 1987, 1988 

killing of Mr. Crossland, I^Ir. Finley, Mr. Frankenham, Mr. Miller, Mr. Sam- 
uel, Mr. Simpson, Bill Washington, Mr. Wilson — 8. 

TURNER, HENRY PETERS, testimony of 912-915 

lives in Meridianville ; a farmer 912 

a democrat 915 

contradicts the testimony of Aleck Marcbbauks and Henry Kidd as to out- 
rages committed upon them 912 

saw the Ku-Klux in disguise in the fall of 1869 913, 914 

knows nothing about the Ku-KIux organization 914 

disarming of the negroes in 1868 914, 915 

Turner, Prior, shooting of 133, 150,883,897 

U. 

Union Leagues, (see Leagues, Loyal.) 

V. 

Van Valkenberg, John, cause of dismissal from Army of 626,627,799-801 

VAN VALKENBERG, JOHN, testimony of 791-809 

came to Alabama in 1866 from Indiana ; was colonel of the Twentieth Indiana 

Volunteers 791 

was dismissed the service, charged with disloyalty to the (Government, and 

conduct unbecoming an officer and a gentleman " 799 

was raised a democrat, and expects to die one 801 

charges alleged against Mr. Lakiu 791,793,796,797,798 

his character aud actions 791-795,797-800 

circumstances -connected with witness's dismissal from the Army 799-801 

asks that testimonials from General Hooker and others be appended to his tes- 
timony 800 

Vaughan, Prof., fray with Mr. Randolph ...1978, 1979 

Vienna, disturbance at 1161,1190,1191 

Vincent, W^esley, whipping of G82 

Viuccnt, William, whipping of 928 

Vix, Daniel; raid on house of [... '. '.'.'/. '.. '.}'. '//. '/. llQ2f 1196 
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Waddell, Nash, identified by Few 1083, 1084 

WAGER, JOHN H., testimony of 926-939 

lives in Hiintsville; agent and disbursing officer of the Freedmen's Bureau; 
came to Alabama in September, 1865; stationed at Montgomery, then at 

Athens 926 

his horse's ears slit, mane and tail cut off, and tliroat gashed, in 1808 926, 927 

threatened by the Ku-Klux ; numerous complaints of whippings made to him 
by negroes; women whipped in Lauderdale County; guns taken from Mar- 
shall Strong and Timone liell 927 

Caleb Beasley and wife whipped ; names given of thirteen persons com- 
pelled to give up their guns in 1868; William Ford, William Peyton, 
William Vincent, and Thomas Kegney whipped Madison County, 1868 ... 923 
names given of nine persons who, in 1869, and eleven in 1870, were com- 
pelled to give up their guns; killing of Dougherty; John Leslie (col- 
ored) shot at and driven from home ; Joe Locket and Anthony Bone 

whipped; Peter Acklyn, hung • 929 

Corey Luney (colored) and Joseph Manning shot at and driven away ; col- 
ored boy hung; democratic papers rarely refer to these outrages; Wiley 
Strong shot ; two women ravished ; Henry Clung killed ; John Clark 

whipped; William Steele hung by the neck but not killed 930 

names of parties compelled to give up their guns 930,931 

John Kemp, John Jones, Calvin Walker, Ruth Chapman, Simon Bush, {ind 
Keziah 15ush, whipped in 1870, and three colored men, in August, 1871 ; one 

shot ; Williams (colored) killed ^ 931 

George Washington llolliday (colored) driven off 931, 932 

Holliday's sister whipped; school-house burned; Samuel Lawler shot; hun- 
dreds driven from home in March, 1^70 ; Ned Larkin killed ; his son shot but 
not killed, Jackson County, December, lo70; Elliott Fearon killed, Marshall 

County, OctOljer, 1^69 932 

no one punished tor any of these outrages ; no earnest etl'ort on the part of the 

communit}'' to bring the oftenders to justice 934 

views as to the disbanding and operations of the Ku-Klux Klan 935 

intimidation of voters ; negroes generally republican ; but few vote the demo- 
cratic ticket willingly ; state of feeling toward northern settlers 936 

feeling toward native white republicans; the sentiment on universal suffrage 
and negro education ; tone of democratic newspapers relative to Ku-Klux 

outrages 937 

Walker, Calvin, whipping of 931 

Walker County, whipping in, Mr. Bryant 1754 

WALKER, RICHARD \V., testimony of 960-982 

lives in Huntsville; was solicitor ; twice a member of the legislature; speaker 
of the house one session ; judge of the supreme court ; member of the provis- 
ional congress, and of the contederate senate ; now practicing law 960 

in the fourth and fifth cn*cuit, comprising ten or twelve counties 961 

laws obeyed and peace and good order prevail in the counties named ; charac- 
ter of the disturbances in Limestone County, and how they originated 961 

purpose, objects, organization, cK:c., of the Ku-Klux order 961, 966,967, 968,976 

condition ot the country which seemed to give a pretext for such an organiza- 
tion 961,962 

organization, extent, &c., of the Union Leagues 962,975 

enumerates as causes of popular dissatisfaction the manner in which the 
present constitution was foisted upon the people, the manner in which the 
present officers were installed into office, the character of the constitution 

itself, and the character of the officials 962, 968 

character of the administration of justice 962, 963, 973, 974 

and of the finances of the State and counties under these officials 962, 963 

taxation of 1859 and J 860 compared with that of 1869 and 1870. ..963, 964, 969, 974, 

976, 977 

the burden of taxation has given rise to very great discontent 964, 965 

charges have been made that the officials have made away with the State rev- 
enues to their own benefit, and laws passed by corrupt appliances for indi- 
vidual gain ; cites the railroad legislation 965,931 

character and operation of the election laws 965,966,972,973 

a steady improvement in public order for the last three years 966 

IdDing of Thompson by disguised men ; nothing political in the affair; general 

behavior of the colored people since the war 967 

causes of the increased taxation in the State 969,970,974,975,977,978 

school system and school-tax before and since the war •. 970,971 
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WALKER, RICHARD W., testimony of— Continued. 

loan by the State of its bonds to the Alabama and Chattanooga Kailroad, to 

the amount of $16,000 a mile, the State retaining a lien on the road 971 

difficulty encountered by the State in obtaining undisputed control of the road. 971, 972 

specifies the objectionable features of the State constitution ; the voter's oath, 
the provision for an unnecessary multiplication of offices, the board of edu- 
cation, and the legislative powers conferred upon that board 972 

section of the election law which bears on challenging, and its interpretation 

and effect ; " 'r " V V V ' ^^'^ 

many violations of law by colored people immediately after the war, and the 

character of these violations 962, 967, 975 

in6ammatory appeals addressed to negroes 975,976 

the State debt prior to the war ; bonded debt of the county ; items of county 

expenditure ^^'^f 9^^> ^'^ 

provision is made for annual publication of the amount of State and county 

taxes and their disbursement 979 

number of men in Madison County disqualified under the fourteenth amend- 
ment ; 979,980 

cannot recall any convictions of disguised men fot outrages committed in Madi. 

son County 980 

knows of no effort upon the part of the press or of the leading citizens to hush up 

or conceal these offenses ; tone of the democratic press 981 

antagonism of races 976,981,982 

Ward, John, raid on house of 1045, 1046 

WARD, JOHN M., testimony of 1085-1091 

resident of West Point ; postmaster ; lived in Chambers County till Christmas, 

1870 1085 

was insulted on account of his politics 1085, 1086 

was visited by a democratic torch-light procession and insulted 1086 

means employed by the democrats to prevent colored men from»voting the 
republican ticket ; the democrats opposed to negro suffrage ; they were for- 
merly opposed to negro education, but have moderated very much in the last six 
months ; Mr, Hy man's house attacked ; America Tramblies killed ; outrage 

upon Mrs. Randall's daughter 1087 

Mrs. Randall's school .broken up 1087,1088 

the parties never arrested ; republicans not safe in advocating their principles 

with freedom 1088 

republican meeting at La Fayette broken up, and a negro shot by the marshal. 1088-1090 

Warner, Willard, character of. 627 

WARNER, Hon. WILLARD, testimony of 25-42 

resident of Montgomery 25. 

went to Alabama in 1865, from Ohio; State senator in Ohio ; elected in 1S68 

United States Senator from Alabama 33 

disguised men, operations of bands of 35, 39 

disguised men, confederate soldiers in bands of 35 

witnesses afraid to testify 32,38,40 

riot at Eutaw, Greene Count}'' 28,29,41' 

riot at Eutaw, trial of persons for 37* 

general amnesty 34t 

law of Congress concerning Ku.Klux 32 

freedom of political opinions 28, 29, 30, 31 , 42 

negro suffrage 31,34 

concerning Union Leagues 35 

negroes voting democratic ticket 35 

opposition to reconstruction 34- 

killing of Mr. Boyd, solicitor 3^ 

attack on Mr. Cockrell 40 

Washington, Bill, killing of 1854,1975 

WATLEY, SMITH, (colored,) testimony of 1004-1009 

staying in Montgomery ; lived formerly in Coosa County ; a farmer 1004 

a blacksmith 1005 

details of visit by Ku-Klux, and his whipping i004, 1005 

outrage upon Jesse Watson, (colored;) kind of disguises worn ; names of par- 
ties recognized ^ 1005 

reason of his whipping 1005,1006 

burning of a church ; witness and family sworn to secrecy ; was forced to leave 

his home 1006 

Dan Sushner, or Dan Hurgin, Zack Goldthwaite,"aud Dick Martin wliippe^^ ; 

no one punished for these whippings 1007 

had several parties arrested ; they are discharged on proving alibis 1008, 1009 
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Watley, Smith, whipping of 537, 538, 1004, 1005, 1015, 1016 

Watson, Jesse, whipping of 1005 

Webb, Aleck, killing by John C. Orick, of 1479, 1492, 1521, 1522 

Webb, Jerry, whipping of 533, 1012 

WEBB, ROBERT D., testimony of 1728-1730 

resident of Livingston, Sumter County ; a physician 1728 

examined Robert FuUerlove, yesterday, at the request of Mr. Blair found no 
indication of any blow on the head or of bruises on his hands ; stripped him 
and examined him from his head to his heels, and found no indication of a 

bruise ; should say that he had not been whipped 1728 

WEIR, LEONARD L., testimony of 694-722 

lives in Limestone County ; is justice of the peace 694 

a native of Tennessee 695 

a carpenter 697 

a republican and Union man 699 

an old man and a cripple 715 

whipping of witness by Samuel Moore, Frank L. Gibson, William S. Blair, 
James Bradford, Pink Johnson, and Budd Harlan, (white,) and James Kel- 

ley and Lewis Bradford, (colored,) 695,696, 699 

manner of his whipping 695 

is threatened, and leaves homo / 696,700 

cause of his whipping 697-699,720 

his assailants democrats ; the negroes acted under compulsion 699 

social standing of Gibson, Blair, and Moore 700 

raid upon his house, and his wife and daughter threatened 701 

returns home after two months' absence, and lies out till September 701, 702 

attempts to hang and drown hiai ^ 702-707 

recognized George Peace and Samuel Boyce 705, 707 

chained, and compelled to write to his family to enforce their absence from 

court 707,708 

details of further outrage, and his return home 709-711 

recognized Iliram Iliggins 710,712 

aiTest of Moore ; recognition of Moore, Gibson, Johnson, Boyce, and Peace 

engaged in second raid 7y 

Moore acted as commander; was a candidate for the nomination of sheriff; 

United States mail tampered with 713,714 

organizatitm and disbanding of the Ku-Klux ; mutilation of Blair 715 

whipping of Barbee and another man 715,716 

two men named Wisdom driven away from home ; whipping of a boy 716,717 

whipping of Simmons, and his exile 717 

Gordon forced to leave home 717, 1 18 

whippuig of a colored woman 718 

killing of Scales, (colored,) 1870 ; all parties now endeavoring to restore quiet 

and put down disguised bands 719 

State law of December, 1868, bitterly assailed by the democratic press and 

party 720,721,722 

killing of son of Dr. Blair and of Barbee 721 

Weir, Leonard L., whipping of and outrage upon ; Minnis's account of 541-543 

Coleman's account 646, 647, 650-655 

his own account 695, 696, 699, 702-708 

WESTBROOK, BETSEY, (colored,) testimony of 124^-J247 

lived in Jefferson before coming to Demopolis ; widow of Robin Westbrook. 1243 

the house shot into ; killing of her husband Robin, July 18, 1H71 1243 

her son shot at, but escapes; recognized Wash Elkins, John Crudip, and Sid 
Lipscomb ; her husbaud a strong radical ; coroner's inquest held ; no arrests 

made ; witness had to leave 1244 

Lipscomb wounded by her husband 1243, 1247 

the three men recognized were democrats ; Reub Hildreth whipped : her hus- 
band's difficulty with Dr. Smith 1245 

outrage upon her husband by Wash Elkins 1244, 1245, 1246 

testifies before the coroner; was afraid to identify Elkins and Crudip 1246 

witness threatened 1244, 1246, 1247 

her husband killed because he was a radical 1244, 1247 

he was beaten, one Sunday, by Mr. Crudip 1247 

Westbrook, Robin, killing of 1243, 1389, 1391-1395, 1429, 1430, 1441-1443, 1511 

previous outrages upon 1244-1248 

Whipping, manner of 572, 574, 695, 858, 1964, 1997 
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Whipping of— 

Austin, James, Blount County 722 

Baker, John, (colored,) Coosa County, June, 1871 1016 

Baker, Joseph, (colored,) Coosa County, June, 1871 1016 

Barbee, Mr., Limestone County, December, 1869 715,716 

Beasley, Caleb, and wife, Madison County, fall of 1868 928 

Blair, Auf^ustus, wife and daughter of, (colored,) Limestone County, Decem- 
ber, lb68 677 

Blair, William, Limestone County, December, 1868 131,148,674-676 

Blakely, Amos, (colored,) Greene County, August, 1871 1840,1841 

Bone, Anthony, (colored,) Madison County, 1869 929 

Brown, Charles, (colored,) Sumter County, 1871 1597 

Brown, Danger, (colored,) Sumter County, 1871 1595,1596 

Bryant, William, Walker County 610,931 

Bush, Hezekiah, (colored,) Morgan County, May, 1870 152,931 

Bush, Martin, (colored,) Madison County 862 

Bush, Simon, (colored,) Morgan County, May, 1870 133, 151, 152,862,931 

Campbell, Kebecca, Madison County, August, 1871 947,956 

Carter, Charles, Pickens County, 1870 2000 

Carter, Frank, Pickens County, 1870 2000 

Chapman, Kiith, Morgan County, spring of 1870 931 

Childers, Amanda, (colored,) Sumter County, July, 1871 1722-1724,1733,1734, 

1950,1960,1961 

Choctaw Joe, Greene County 1328 

Clark, George A., Sumter County, fall of 1871 417, 1614, 1845-1849 

Clark, John, Madison County, spring of 1870 930 

Cook, Sam. wife of, (colored) 1364 

Daniel, Sir, brother of, (colored,) Jackson County, 1870 994 

Darling, Alfred, (colored,) Perry County, February, 1871 416 

Dorman, James, (Isaac,) Coosa County, 1870 128, 155, 162-164, 181,211,230 

Evans, Prince, (colored.) Sumter County, July, 1870 1458 

Ford, William, (colored,) Madison County, fall of 1868 680,681,928 

Fowler, Mr., Fayette County, 1871 549 

FuUerlovft, Robert, (colored,) Choctaw County, October, 1871 1649-1651, 1658, 1659 

Gardner, Judge, Butler County, 1868 52/ 

Gardiner, Tom, (colored,) Pickens County, October, 1870 1998 

Gardiner, Amos, (colored,) Madison County, 1869 862 

Gardiner, Amos, brother of, (colored,) Madison County, 1869 864 

Gill, Joseph, (colored,) Madison County, 1868 812,814,918,922- 

Goldthwaite, Zack, (colored,) Coosa County, June, 1870 1007 

Griffin, Scott, Calhoun County, November, 1869 1194 ' 

Hall, Isaac, (colored,) Perry County, May, 1871 415,416 

Hamlin, Henry, (colored,) Madison County, 1868 857-859 

Hardiwick, Handy, (colored,) Hale or Tuscaloosa County 1984, 199i 

Hargrove, Wiley, and wife, (colored,) Pickens County, November, 1870 1993, 1994, 

1998,2001,2006- 

Harker, Mr., Jackson County 451 i 

Harper, William, Jackson County, April, 1871 140, 167v, 

Harrison, Mr., Limestone County 678 

Hays, Dick, (colored,) Calhoun County, November, 1869 1194 

Henry, Isham, (colored,) March, l869 1164,1199,1200 

Hildreth, Keuben, (colored,) Marengo County 1245,1458 

Hill, Rev. Mr., Greene County, 1868 126,274 

Hood, Littleton, (colored,) Greene County, fall of 1870 1789, 1790, 1796. 

Horton, Benjamin, Blount County, 1870 119, 740, 74 1,773, 986, 987^* 

Hortons James, Blount County, 1870 756,757,767,773 

Hurgin, (Sushner,) Dan, (colored,) Coosa County, June, 1870 1007 

Johnson, Henry, (colored,) Madison County, August, 1871 669,945,950,953,954 

Kemp, John, Madison County, fall of 1870 931 

Kennard, Adam, (colored,) Meridian 1589, 1606, 1624 

Ketchuni, Lewis, Blount County, December, 1870 742,775,791 

King, (McKinney ,) Lina, Blount County 733, 773 

La Grone, Katie, (colored,) Perry County, May, 1871 417,422 

Lassiter, Aaron, (colored,) Macon County, 1871 417,422 

Latham, Rev. William, Pickens County..., 104,2000 

Lawler, George, (colored,) Madison Countv, fall of 1808 681 

Leverett, Mr., Sumter County, 1871 1740 

Lewis, Richard, (colored,) Marengo County, September, 1871 i389-i391, 1457, 

1458,1517,1553-1556 
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Lipscomb, Peyton, (colored,) Madison County, August, 1871 669,945,950,952 

Locket, Joe, Madison County, March, 1869 929 

Lovet, Mr., Sumter County, February, 1871 1677 

Low, Henry, (colored,) Pickeus County, October, 1870 1995,1997,2001 

Low, Samuel, (colored,) Pickens County, October, 1870.... 1994, 1998,2001,2005-2007 

Martin, Dick, (colored,) Coosa County, June, 1871 1007,1016 

Maxwell, Big, (colored,) Coosa County, January, 1871 1011 

McDowell, John F., Blount County, 1871 749 

McKinney, (King,) Lina, Blount County 733,773 

Neibling, Mr., Marengo County, April, 1871 1338,1340-1342,1351,1352,1420, 

1459,1511,1512,1548 

Peyton or Patton, ^L'\dison County 928 

Powell, Charles, (colored,) Sumter County, August, 1871 1614, 1845-1849 

Eegney, Thomas, Madison County, fall of 1868 928 

Eiddle, Mrs., Blount County, fall of 1868 157, 158 

Sheely, Alexander, (colored,) Tallapoosa County, January, 1871 1011 

Simmons, Mr., Limestone County, 1870 717 

Stocksville, Bob, (colored,) Pickens County, October, 1870 1995,1993,2001,2006 

Strong, Washington, (colored.) Madison County, August, 1871 669,94(3,950,952, 

956, 957 

Sturdeway, Green, (colored,) Coosa County, January, 1871 1012 

Sullivan, Moses B., Marshall County, May, 1869 123, 127,146,1165 

Sushner, (Hurgin,) Dan, (colored,) Coosa County, June, 1870 1007 

Taylor, George, Colbert County, January, 1869 123,148 

Tidwell, Mr., Fiiyette County, 1871 549 

Vincent, Wesley, (colored,) Madison County, fall of 1868 682 

Vincent, William, (colored,) Madison County, fall of 1868 928 

Walker, Calvin, Madison County, spring of 1.^70 931 

Watley, Smith, (colored,) Coosa Couuty, June, 1871 537, 538, 1004, 1005, 1015, 1016 

Watson, Jesse, (colored,) Coosa County, June, 1871 1005 

Webb, Jerry, (colored,) Coosa County, January, 1871 .533, 1012 

Weir, Leonard L., Limestone County, March, 1871 541, 543, 609, 646, 647, 650-655, 

695,696,699,702-711 

White, Sam, (colored,) Marengo County, 1871 1389 

W^iites, (names not given) 550,551,715-717,756,771,772,927, 1143, 1614, 1754 

Williams, Diana, (colored,) Lauderdale County, June, lb69 1162, 1194, 1195 

Williams, Wiley, (colored,) Coosa, January, 1871 , 533, 1011 

Wooley, Mr., Fayette County, 1871 549 

Wright, Jordan, (colored,) Cherokee County, 1870 638,639 

Yarborough, Joe, (colored,) Limestone County, December, 1868 677 

White, Jack, raid on house of 1166, 1167, 1202 

White, Mr., killing of negro by 1949 

White, Sam, whipping of 1389 

Whites, (names not given,) killing of 1409, 1419, 1643, 1749, 1750, 1753, 1986 

Whites, whipping ot 550, 551, 715-717, 756, 771 , 772, 927, 1 143, 1614, 1754 

WHITFIELD, NEWTON L., testimony of 1909-1993 

resident of Tuscaloosa County ; a farmer ; has practiced law 1969 

native of Georgia ; opposed secession ; was in the legislature ; identified with 

the conservative party since the war 1980 

killing of Mr. Crossland and wounding of his companion.. 1969, 1970, 1971, 1980, 1981, 

1982,1991 

number of killed in Tuscaloosa County overestimated 1970, 1971 

killing of Wilson, five men, Frankenham, and Christian 1971 

killing of Simpson 1971, 1972, 1984, 1985, 1991 

raid in Tuscaloosa and tho killing of Finley and two negroes 1971, 1972 

killing of John Joy 1971, 1975 

killing of Miller 1971, 1973, 1984, 1991, 1992 

negroes killed in Plale County 1972, 1985 

raid on Sam Davies 1973 

colored man whipped and afterward shot , 1973, 1974 

killing of Bill Washington and of Mr. Samuel, one of his assailants 1975 

riot at Patona, (Cross Plains) 1975, 1976 

names of persons whose standing is not affected by their radical politics 1976, 1977 

no attempt to influence the vote of negroes by violence 1977, 1978 

character, standing, &,c., of Judge Peck 1977, 1978, 1980, 1982, 1933 

Ku-Klux Klan, its extent, &c 1978, 1984, 1985, 1986, 1988, 1939, 1990, 1991, 1992 

shooting of Mr. Randolph in a fray with Mr. Smith and Mr. Vaughan 1978, 1979 

general standing and treatment of northern men 1979, 1930, 1992, 1993 

VI— A 
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WHITFIELD, NEWTON L., testimony of— Continued. 

denunciation of carpet-baggers and scalawags - Ic^'^x 

killing of a number of negroes - ,"ocD'o"moj }no- 

a number of negro cabins burned and tbeir occupants driven away l\)63y iyS4, iy»o 

whipping of Handy Hardwick, Hale County 1984, J991 

outrages upon Blackford l98o 

man wounded in Bibb County ; shooting of Trawick ; man killed in Fayette 

County; one in Walker County l^^BG 

negroes are generally republican; some are democrats 1987 

election statistics of Tuscaloosa County 19ST, 1988 

no intimidation of colored voters 19S8 

the parties outraged presumed to be republicans : - 1991 

Williams, , killing of 134,931, 1138, 11 42, 1143 

Williams, Diana, whipping of 1162,1194,1195 

Williams, (Hiffh,) EzeUiel, taken from jail and shot 1356, 1358, 1604, 1605, 1622, 1631, 

^ 1701,1717,1718,1945,1946,1964 

Moore's account of 1565-1568, 1571-1573 

body searched for by sheriffs posse 1 594 

WILLIAMS, MARY ELIZA, testimony of , 1356-1360 

wife of Ezekiel Williams ; he lived at Mrs. Seibels, Sumter County 1356 

her husband killed nearly two weeks now, (October, 1871 :) he was in jail when 
killed, charged with killing Mr. Collins ; he had been there over a year ; had 
had no trial; was taken from jail and carried to Sucarnochee, and shot; 

names of parties concerned in the killing * 1356 

Collins killed at her house a year ago, while Ku-Kluxing ; they shot into the 
house and she ran out with her children ; it was supposed some of their own 

number killed him ; her husband suspected 1357 

colored man killed ; some whipped at Livingston and Belmont ; details of the 

taking of her husband from the jail 1358 

Williams, Wiley, whipping of 533,1011 

WILLIAMS, WILSON, testimony of 1099-1103 

resident of Opelika, Lee County ; a lawyer 1099 

county free from disturbance ; no violence by bands of disguised men 1100 

outrage upon Mr. Few; character of Mr. Few 1100, 1101, 1102 

teaching of colored schools not odious to the citizens 1103 

Wilson, Mr., killing of..... 1971 

Wilson, Hon. H., letter of Samuel A. Hale to 1830-1834 

reply of 1834, 1835 

Witnesses, list of, (see Testimony.) 

Wooden, James, raid on house of 771 

Woodward, Dud, killing of 1904. 1905, 1918 

Wooley, Mr., whipping of 549 

Wooley, Mr., rape of wife of 549 

WOOLF, HENRY ASHBY, testimony of 1447-1430 

resident of Linden, Marengo. County ; a lawyer 1447 

details of disturbance at Linden, while W. B. Jones was speaking, and where 

he agrees to retire from the canvass for the office of sheritf 1447-1450 

character of Jones's speeches 1449, 1450 

Wright, Felix, shooting of 1092-1096 

Wright, James K. P., killing of 433,451 

Wright, John T., leader of the Black Cavalry 1126 

Wright, Jordan, whipping of 63d, 639 

Y. 

Yarborougb, Joe, whipping of 677 

Yankee Ben, killing of 1670, 1671, 1733. 1949 

Young, Anderson, (Henderson,) killing of son of J735, 1743, 1749 

YOUNG, JAMES A., testimony of .• 1303-1324 

resident of Linden, Marengo County ; a lawyer 1303 

was appointed special commissioner to investigate the condition of the county 
treasury from im^ to May, 1871 ; amount of taxes assessed for 1868, 1869, 
and 1870; real estate since the war has depreciated at least 60 per cent. ; 
live stock is more valuable, but very much less in number; reduced at least 
half or two thirds, owing to the depredations of the colored population.... 1303 
taxation is about three times what it was for county purposes prior to the war, 

and the subjects of taxation have diminished 1304 

details of disturbance at a political meeting in Linden, where Mr. Jones, a 
candidate fur the office of sheriff, through fear signed an instrument in writ- 
ing withdrawing from the canvass 1304, 1305, 1306, 1313, 1314, 1315, 1317 
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YOUNG, JAMES A., testimony of— Continued. 

valuation of real estate in 1861, and of slave property; relative rate of taxa- 
tion before and since the war 1307 

items of expenditures for which county taxes are levied 1307, 1308, 1309 

reasons for the increased taxation 1310, 1311 

amount of county debt 13J] 

thinks there is a well-founded complaint in one respect of the manner in which 
the county taxes have been expended; cause of the great depreciation in 

real estate, the difficulty in procuring labor and its inferior quality 131'i 

stealing of live stock; destitution of the negroes 1313 

election and census statistics of the county 1314, 1315, 1317 

character, speeches, standing, &c., of Mr. Jones 1315,1316,1318, 3319 

rate of assessment on real estate 1316 

the young men generally go armed, and many of the older ones, from a gen- 
eral feeling that there is a disposition to hostility on the part of the colored 
population toward the whites ; the colored people generally peaceable, quiet, 

and orderly ; colored labor generally preferred 1318 

the counsels given to the negroes by their white leaders 1318, 1319, 1320 

gathering of armed negroes in McKiuley ; general sentiment of the people that 

they would be better off without the negroes 1320 

petition of citizens to Judges Smith and Maupin asking that they take steps 

to prevent a riot at McKinley, next Saturday 1320, 1321 , 1323 

character and standing of the signers 1321, 1323 

no intimidation of voters ; colored men threatened with death if they voted the 

democratic ticket • 1321 

political views of the colored people, and how they are influenced 1322 



Ziou church fired into 



1024, 1025. 1034, 1035, 1063. 1065, 1066. 1071 



TESTIMOIY. 

CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



ALABAMA. 

Washington, D. C, June 2, 1^71. 

WILLIAM ]MILLER sworn and exaniiued. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. In whnt part of the State of Ahihama do you reside ? 

Ansiver. At x)rcsent 1 live in ^Mobile; hat for many ye;irv>^ I lived in Greene Connty. 

I Avent to ^loliile about the Ist of May, ;is collector of the port. 1 lived in (irei ite 
Connty Irom IHUG np to that time, with th(; exeeptitm of a few months in winter in 
Mobile at my offiee there. 

Qncsiion. (rive ns, from your own ]ier.sonal knowledge and observation, a statenient 
of the condition of alfairs in tlnU part of the State with wliieh ycm are acipniiiited, so 
far as relat{\s to the security of life, person, and i)ropei-ty, up to iiml since the }):issage 
of the law for the enrorcement of the fourteenth amendment, sometim<^s de8i^i;nate(I as 
the Kn-Klux bill. 

Ahswer. I presume I lui^ht begin back immediately after the war, or perhaps from 
th(^ passa,!;-e of the reconstruction laws. 

Quesiioti. It is not tln^ dcNire of the committee to go very far bnck. You can give us 
a statement of the condition of things (,'xisting now and for a year preceding the })as- 
sage of that l)ill. 

Anmrr. There was a great deal of excitement at the time of the election in iM-brunry, 
1868, and the republicans were geucnilly deterred from voting at all at that election. 
It was the lirst election after the constitution of Ahibama was frauH'd,»th(^ electio?i for 
^ the ratihcation or rejection of that constitution. I was at Eutaw then, and actively 
engaged in distributing tickets. The tickets were several tiuu's jerked out of my liauds, 
and at one time my hat Wiis jerk(^d olf my head and dashed on the ground by a rowdy. 
One man shook his tist in my face and cursed ni(\ and he was told ])y several jx-rsons 
to ''shoot the damned rascal." I obtained my comnussiou as judge of probate and 
entered upon the ofLice in 18o8. Wh(Mi I ])rescuted myself in Eutaw to enter on the 
duties of my office, the old occupant of tlie oflice, who had obtain(;d the advice of 
counsel, informed me that I could not get in without military aid. I telegraphed to 
Goveriu»r Smith, and on Thursday evening s(mie soldiers came over there. Tli(\v sent for 
me to the ])lace where I lived, souu^ distance from Eutaw, and I went down. The 
court-house was near about shut u}) ; there was one piece of a wiiulow open. 

Question. Do yon refer now to the time when you went to take your seat as judge of 
probate ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Was this i-esistauce made to your taking your scat ? 
Answer. As a matter of cour.-se it was. 
Question. On what ground f 

Answer. That no radical should take it; that the reconstruction laws were uncon- 
stitutional, null and void, and that the people were not going to submit to them. 
Question. Who made that statement ? 

Answer. The attorneys, Mr. ^Morgan and Mr. Jolly, told me I could not get it; and 
they sent tip a long protest to Governor Smith in which they stated that I was illegally 
elected. 

Question. Was there a contest about your election ? 

Answer. There was no contest further than I beat the man who ran against me, the 
man then in yjossession of the office, Judge Oliver. * 
Question. Was there any proceeding to test the volidity of your election '? 
Answer. None whatever ; none at all. 
Question. You did take your seat ? 

A}iswer. Yes. sir; with tlie military there putting me into it. The military authori- 
ties put me in it, and I held it seemingly with some quiet after a few d.ays. About the 
1st of September, 18G8, or near that time, 1 went down to Eutaw, on a Monday, about 

II o'clock. When I got there I found a large dag swung from a tree op])osito the pro- 
bate office to the tavern, with a picture on it some/thing like the caricatures in Harpers', 
and the words *' Miller, Yordey A: Company." Mr. Yordey was there as the agent of the 
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Froeaineii's Bureau. It so happened that no tavern would board Yordey, and lie and I 
and a man named Bovd (who was acting as solictor of the county, and who was killed 
after a while) rented a house and kept bachelors^ hall. Yordey could not get board at 
any tavern there, but I could. On this particular [Monday, about 3 o'clock, there was 
!i great deal of noise, of cursing and swearing, about there among the drinking class. 
1 could hear them cursing Judge Miller, and swearing that " Judge Miller should go 
back." I proposed that we should shut up the oflice and go home. Mr. Boyd and 
myself went out of difi'erent doors, each locking the door he went out of. We walked 
about one hundred and fifty yards from the house, Avhen Ji man by the name of 
Haniblett came up on a horse\ 'lie had a stick and made a great deal of threatening 
about killing Boyd, but none about killing me. He threw his stick ahead of us, but 
some one came upland took him back. Atthe same time Boyd said I think I had better 
take out my pistol and l^ill that fellow." I said "No ; we will not do any such thing." 
I had no pistol, but I had a double-barreled gun at the house. 

Question, For what reason was this assault made on you and ^It. Boyd ? 

Jtismr, No reason that could be imagined, excei)t that we were willing to take the 
offices to which we had been elected. 

Question. Did you institute proceedings against these men ? 

Ausucr, I went before the grand jury, when the court met, and made the statement 
there that I make here. If anything was ever done I do not know of it. 

Question. Did you go to any committing magistrate and ask for a warrant ? 

Jrmrcr. There was no magistrate, or sheriff, or coroner, or any other civil officer 
there at that time, except myself. When they found I was not to be driven off in any 
way without killing me, they let things quiet a little, until about the middle of Octo- 
ber, perhaps, when Senator Warner and Mrijor Hays came to make speeches there, and 
they assaulted them and would not let them speak. They did not strike them, but 
went up to them and shouted and made noises and would not let them speak. Some 
of the conservative democrats and myself conferred with them, and the result of the 
conference Avas that we concluded soniebody would be|killed if the speaking went on ; 
and the Senator did not go back and speak at all. I took him down to my house to 
dinner, and he left. 

Question. Was that because of any objection to the persons who were to speak, or 
was the determination expressed that no one should speak ? 

JusH'cr. I was really not much in the crowd ; I conversed mostly with those who 
were sent to confer with me. So far as I could make out, the expression was that no 
damned carpet-bagger should be allowed to speak there ; that was about the sub- 
stance of it. Mr. Cockrell, who has been beaten since, made a kind of conciliatory* 
speech to them, trying to reconcile them, but they would not hear of it. In 1869 no 
violence was offered to me, so far as I know. But I heard a ruujor, I could not say 
how true it Avas, that a negro was killed, perhaps in February. No one was arrested 
for it. On the night of the last of February, perhaps, a negVo man of the name o-f 
Nelson Harris was ordered to jail, under a bond of a thousand dollars. I was asked to 
go his vsecurity, and would have done so, but for the fact that I thought I would not 
be safe if I did so. The deputy sheriff left him in charge of a constable. My house 
was about two hundred or three hundred yards from where he Avas. About 9 o'clock 
that night sonie man came to my house and told me that Nelson Harris was taken ofi\ 
I went down to ascertain the particulars about it, but no one could tell me anything. 
That same night a man by the name of Palmer was killed in Futaw. On the Mondaj' 
following they had an investigation of the killing of Nelson Harris. He was carried 
about three miles from Union and castrated, as was shown by the parts found, and he 
was then shot aiid thrown into the creek. Palmer was a democrat, and was killed 
there by some of them in a kind of lawless mel6e. The morning after Harris was 
killed Sam. Colvin, a negro mau, informed me that he saw a man put Nelson Harris 
on a horse; but when he went before the grand jury he did not know- anything 
about it. ^ 

Questiou. What was the reason assigned for killing Harris f 

Answer. They said ho had been too intimate with wsome white woman. 

Question. Were there any legal proceedings consequent upon it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was any person brought to justice for the offense ? 
Answer. For killing Harris ? 
Quejition. Yes, sir. 

Answer. No, sir; no one was arrested. 
QneMiou. What were the legal proceedings ? 

Answer. A coroner's jury sat, under the immediate supervision of the sheriff himself. 
A day or two after that, perhaps on the same day, I issued a warrant for the arrest of 
the party who it was supposecl killed Palmer. I think they knew who that was. He 
was a democrat, by the by; I suppose that had something to do with the affidavit. 
On the 19th of December, a year ago, a man by the name of Sam. Snoddy was at 
Union. He left there, between 8 and 9 o'clock, to go home on foot. The next morn- 
ing he was found, about a mile and a half from there, with his throat cut and his head 
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cut nearly ofif. That is one of the occnrreTJces I know of myself. On that day and the 
next (lay a great deal of iuvestif^ation was made, in a private way. I started for Mo- 
bile on Tuesday ; the investigations were being made on Sunday and ^Monday. I do 
not know that any result had been arrived at when I went away. A man by the nam|> 
of Caldwell, a black man, with whom Snoddy had taken a cup of coffee after he left 
the village of I'nion, was suspected of killing him. What led to the snspieion was, 
that a boy named Henry 3Iiller, who once had been my property, had reported to some 
one that he saw him on Sunday washing some bloody clothes. They were both ar- 
rested and l)Ound over. They got out of jail somehow. Sam. Colvin. a black man, 
was the reputed father of Sam. Caldwell. Sam. Colvin was also arrested on suspicion 
of being accessory to the murder of Saiu. Snoddy. It is said (I do not know this of 
my own knowledg(^) that he had said to some one— 

Qnef<tion. Please eonfme your testimony, as much as possible, to your own personal 
knowledge. 

Answer. Very well. At any rate, after these men got out of jail — that is, Henry 
Miller and Sam. Caldwell — Henry was found dead a few days after that; Sam. Cald- 
well was never fonnd, that I know of Sam. Colvin, who was living on niy place, Avas 
arrested, and a young man who was in my employ went with tlu^ man who arrest(Hl 
him. The yonng man who was clerking with me left about 9 o'clock. The n(^xt 
morning Sam. Colvin was found hnng to a tree, abont three or four miles from there, 
with sixteen biillet-holes in him. No one was arrested for that. This luings me to 
March, 1^70. ]Mr. Boyd, my nephew, was prosecuting attorney in Eutaw. On the 
night of the last of March his room there was entered, and he was killed. It was said 
he was killed because^ he said he had found out who killed Sam. Colvin. In iact, in a 
comnnniication to nu^ he inforitied me so. James Martin was also killed the same night, 
abont fourteen or lifteen miles above Kutaw, and in the innnediate iUMglil)orhoo([ of 
Union ; he \vas a colored man. James Car[)enter was killed in October, Ib^dU, i)erhaps : 
nobody was proseented for killing him ; he was a democrat, liowever, and was sup- 
])Osed to have a great deal of money ; I i)resnme hi? did have. Another Carpenter was 
killed in 18()9. in a fracas iu Clinton, and there was a man prosecuted for that. 

QucHi'ioYi. Was he convicted f 

Answer, I do not think he is tried yet. 

Ry ]Mr. Vax Trump : 
Qnestion. The trial is still ]iending? 

Ani^7{Tr. Yes, sir ; those art^ all the murders I recollect and have a personal knowledge 
of; I have heard rumors of others. 

By the Ciiaikmax: 

Question. You have mentioned the names of several persons who were killed : v, as 
the killing of those men the mere acts of the individuals committing the crimes, or 
V\^ere they traceable to any organization for the purpose of overthrowing or defying 
the laws f 

Answer. So far as the murder of Harris was concerned, I am inclined to think that 
about live or six persons were there to take him off. The parties who had him in 
charge said those jiersons came in with their faces blacked, or wen* black men. As to 
the murder of Boyd, I was iu)t there, and, of course, I cannot say of my own knowledge. 
Bnt I was told that there were about twenty-seven disgnised men in Kutaw. As to the 
murder of Jim. Martin, which was on the same night with that of Boyd, the man at 
whos(^ house Martin lived, and who run off" to save his own life, said there were four or 
five men, and that they shot at him several times as he run out of his house when they 
came up, bnt he Avas not struck. He had on his shirt and drawers, I suppose. Xjo))ody 
was prosecuted for any of these nnirders, except for the murder of Snoddy, and of one 
of the Carpenters, I think. 

QiieKtion. What was the reason there was no prosecution against any of the others ? 

Answer. I am not able to tell you, except one thing, and that I do not know to be 
true ; the want of disposition on the part of the officials there to discharge their duties. 
I know if I had been probate judge there at that time, there would have been prose- 
cutions against them of some kind. 

Question. Was there any lack of disposition in the courts to proceed, where the cases 
were brought before them ? 

Answer. There is one circumstance I have not told you : in October or November, 
1861), I was up there attending court, and one of these men, who had been suspected of 
this kind of thing, came to my store and eonimenced denouncing me; I told him he 
was as guilty as I was. He was a much larger man than I am, and came up to me 
and struck me two or three times, and knocked me on the counter. I made a report ot 
it to the grand jury myself; and I know of two other witnesses who went in and said 
they 8wor(; to it. 

Question. What is the general state of security for person and property in the county 
of which you have been speaking ? We desire to ascertain more particularly the state 
of things existing at this time. 
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Atmrcr. Of course, I am not much tliore now, ami I do not know wliotlier I ought to 
toll you what I do not know i)erf>oually. 

liy Mr. Pool: 

QuesUo7i. Did all tliOHO murders of which you have spoken occur iif the sameecmnty ? 
AnsHcr, Y<'.s, sir, 

By Mr. VAX Thi mp: 
Qiuiition. What is the distance from Mobile to Greene County ? 

Aumrcr. About one hundred and ninety miles ; perhaps one hundred and eighty miles 
10 Eutaw. I call it ahout one hundred and ninety miles to my place, which is ten or 
twelve miles above Eutaw. 

By the Ciiaiuman : 

Question, Ilavo yon a sufficient knowledge of the state of things in that county now, 
to he able to speak of the degree of security for penson and property at this time ? 

Auf^u'€i\ I do not know that 1 have, only from information and a little occurrence ^ 
that hai)pened in my presence and to myself. I will go back again until August or 
September, l^GD. My family had not moved down to Mobile at that time ; I went up 
to make some settleiiients in the probate court that I had to make as administrator, 
uiid to take my family down. On the Tuesday night that I was up there, there was a 
crowd of men'about my place ; I heard them cursing and threatening to shoot ; I did 
net get up at all, but l' heard my name mentioned ; and some black men afterward 
told mo tluit they were disguised. 

Question. That was in 18(31)? » 

Auswcr. Yes, sir; but I am coming now to 1870. I happened to be at Eutaw at a 
meeting that was advertised by the republicans to discuss politics; Senator Warner, 
ex-Governor Parsons, Governor Smith, and, if there was room, jierhaps Major Hays 
was to have addressed the meeting; the first three? I am certain about, thcf^other I am 
not so sure about. 1 went there about 10 o'clock in the day ; soon after I got there, it 
wals suggeste«l, either by myself, .Tiulge Davis, Sam Brown, Sam Cockerill, or Major 
Hays, for we were all together, and I cannot say i)ositively which one the suggestion 
came from, that some one should go and sec one of the leading conservative men there, 
and arrange some nianner of holding a discussion. The democrats had advertised a 

meeting at the vsame time and place. I went with !Mr. Brown to see Dr. , and he 

said he had no control over the matter, but would mention it to the democratic club 
there. After some time he said the democratic club would receive a comuninieationin 
writing from us ; I wrote the connnunication myself, and it was substantially this : 
J 

"To the President of the Democratic Chih : 

We propose toapi)oint a conmiittee of two to confer with a committee on your part 
of two, to arrange terms of discussion to-day." 

That was signed by William Miller, Charles Hays, and Sam Cockerill. That wiiH 
handed at once to Mr. Morgan, who, I fo^ind out afterward, was the president of t}>e 
democratic club. Mr. J. J. Jolly and ^Mr. J. G. Pi<«ree were appoint'Cd a committee to 
meet us in the office of the circuit e'lerk of the county. Their reply was substantially 
that the connnittee appoint^ by the democnitic party of Greene County declined to 
make any arrangement for a discussion, beli(?ving that the issues as to men or meas- 
ures in that canvass were not debatable. About that time the denjocrats commenced 
their discussion on the north side of the court-house, on the fence of the public square, 
v/hich is, jierhaps, twenty yards from the court-house, on some steps to pass over tte 
feuee. I remark(;d then that if thert^ was to be any discnssi(ui it would be as well'^o 
commence and determine where they would begin, and a box was put out on the south 
side of the court-house. 

Question, While you were conferring about holding a. joint discussion, the democrats 
njet and organized their meeting sei)arately lor spc^aking, but not for a joiut discus- 
sion. 

Answer. Yes, sir ; a separate meeting, but not for a joint discnssi(m. In perhws 
twenty minutes after that, perhaps a litthj longer, Senator Warner commenced his 
speech. I had been called over to the tavern on some business, in the internal revenue 
collectors office, perhaps. I came back through the jusle of the court-house, which 
was full of young men whom I did not know. My hat was tipped up and knocked 
about as I passed along through the aisle. I got to the circuit clerk's office and sat 
down where I could see and hear Senator Warner through the window. 

Quvition, How near was the meeting ho was addnvssing to the other meetin"-f 

An&v.fr. Th(« court-house was sixty or eighty feet wide, 1 should think ;''the two 
meetings were, perhaps, one hundred and fifty feet fnmi each other. 

Questwn. One meeting was on one side of the court-house, and the other was on tin; 
other side. 

Avswer. Yes, sir. There was a considerably noisy and turbulent spirit mauife^ted^ 
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diirii\2j Senator "Warner's sx^eccli, and lie was very often interrupted and ordered to go 
l)aek where he eame from. Some said they did not want any damned earpet-haf^pfer 
thci e, Jind ealledhim a damned liar a great many times. I eonid not say how many. 
He finished his si)eeeli, howe^'er, and then Governor Parsons conimeneed to speak. 
remain<Ml there abont an hour, when I eanght sight (if iMajor Clark, whom I had gone 
down there to see mainly <m that partienlar day. He told me that we eould not fix 
our business, and I then remarked tliat I would go home. I really tliought the discus- 
sion was about over. Immediately (Governor l*arsous eommenced speaking the demo- 
erats adjourned their meeting altogether, and the bulk of them went around on the 
other sicie of the eourt-house. 

Question. Were you there wh<Mi the disturhanees eomnn'uecd? 

Anm'CT. I was not. I was going on to tell you that 1 left there about half ]iast 2 
o'eloek, I guess ; went to the tavern and ])aid my bill, and went down to the stable 
and ordered my horse put in my buggy. I had just got in my buggy when 1 heard the 
hring eonmienee, and my horse t()()k a notion that he wouhl go ii little faster than I 
was used to, and it took mr some little time to sto]» 1dm. 

Qnestion. Did you see the tiring? 

Ausmr. No, sir; I did not. I was tlu've again in a few days, but no attaek was nuide 
against un* then. I ^teut ther(^ again about the last of November, or Uw tirst of De- 
eember. 1 got down to Eutaw (ui Sun<lay night and staid all night, and then went 
down to Finch's Ferry to my i)laee. I was told on the way, by a fri<^nd of mine, that 
I ]iad better look out. I said, 1 api)rehend tlx're is no danger here n(iw." About 12 
o'eloek ]Mr. Smitli and myself, ]Mr. Smith was tlicn su[)erinteud<'nt of schools in (i!r<v.ne 
County, and had an ordc^r from (he State auditor ni)ou th<' tax collector of Greene 
County for about .s;),700. That was ])ut in my hands. It was about this time that tijc 
assault was made ui)on Mr. Ihirton, 1 ]»resume^ I luid seen my wagon ])ass with some 
baggage toward the de])Ot : when it hadgt>t abont tln-ee Innnlred yards Irom the court- 
hous(% I started with a heaAy valise, an overcoat, a shawl, a walking-stick, an um- 
brella, and a large bundle of llow(^i-s; I know I thought I had all the bundles 1 could poswi- 
bly manage to carry. I thought I heard souie man coming, and 1 cast my eyes 
around and saw a, man by the name of Keyncdds. He was up very Ao^r (o 
me, and as he came on he said, ''You (Joddannied old rascal." Just about that time 
his stick, a hickory stick, al)out as thick as my thumb, cann* down upon my shoul<ler 
with such force that, with the l(>ad 1 was carrying. 1 was nearly thrown oif the side- 
walk. He followed up that blow with otliers. I thought there were tour altogether, 
but afterward I fomnl live marks. He said, "(io*! danni you, if you ever tell of tliis I 
will kill you." There were several there who saw it all. I went down to the depot 
and got on the cars and went away, and did not know that ^Ii'. Hnrton was hurt till 
sometime after I got down to ^lobile. 

QuvslioiL Was this assault uj^on you because of your i)olitical opinions, or was it 
merely the act of a violent and lawless man ? 

Ju!^w(T. Keynolds, while he was striking nie said, " You told Keubcn Weav(T 
that I tijyjx'd your hat.'' 1 did tell Keuben Weaver so. and I tell you now, to the he«t 
of my knowledge and belief he did do it. " • 

Quisfioit. And this assault upon you was on the ground that y<»u had made that 
statement ahout tipi)ing your hat ? 

AuHwcr, Yes, sir ; but the tipping tln^ liat was before that. 

QiitHlion. Was it from the surging of the crowd 

Anf<ir(}'. There Avas no surging at all. There was plenty of room, but considerable 
disposition not to let a republican pass. 

QiksCkul Did you institute any legal lu-ocetulings against him ? 
Answer. I did not. 
QnesCioK. Why not » 

Ansirer. I did not think I would be all(»wedtogo t() Eutaw. where I had considerable 
business, if I did so. I still have some busuiess there to attend to. I did not go there 
two or three weeks ago, when 1 had a little case in court, but let it go by default, be- 
lieving that it would not l>e sate for uu' tf) go th<'re. 

(Jucfiliou. What was there to justify such a belief ? 

Answer, The fact that such a man as Mr. Cockrell can be Ijeaten on a st(^imboat, 
without any ])rotection ; the fact that ^Ir. Ihii^on was knocked down and left for dead, 
as they thought ; the fact of this unprovoked assault upon mys(df; the fact of tlie 
assault on me the year before, and that I w^nt before the grand jury and could get no 
redress. 

QiifsftotL You give those facts as justifying the apprehension that you could not. 
with safety, go to Eutaw and institute a prosecution '/ 

Answer, I dan* say I could go there and institute proceedings, but attending to it 
would be another thing. 

(JucsiloiK Have you attem])ted in any instance to institute a prosecution for offenses 
of the character yon have nuMitioned? 

Answer, Only in the Kichardson matter. 



6 



CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



Question. Your account has now come down to October or November, 1870. 
Jnsirer, Till December, 1870. 

Question, Have you since then beeu lu Greene County? 
Answer. I have. 

Question. What is the condition of things there now ? 

Answer. I was there in December last, I was there in January last, and I was there 
ou the Gth day of March last. I was not assaulted either of those times. 

Question. Is there now any disturbance of the public peace iu Greene County by law- 
less men, or has there been since January, 1871? 

Answer. None to my knowledge. I have here a letter from Mr. Cockrell, which I 
received last night. 

Question, lie gives you au account of fiicts vrithin his kuo vvledge f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You need not read the Icitter. Have you sufficient knowledge of the state 
of affairs now in that community to enable you to state whether life, libertj^, and i)ro- 
perty are secure with the i)reseut administration of the laws ? 

Answer. Only from hearsay. I am satislied that I can go there, if I would not say a 
word to any one, and should' not meet one of two, or three, or four rowdies, and I might 
))a«s along safely. But I am satisfied if I was to meet any one of them I would not be 
safe. 

Question. When you speak of "rowdies" do you refer merely to persons of a lawless 
disposition, who would assail au3^body where there was sufficient motive for it? 

A?iswer. I do not think they would assail anybody but a republican. 

Question. Are we to imderstand you as wishing to convey the idea that these assaults 
and nnirders of which you have spoken have arisen out of political causes ? 

Answer. I think the bulk of them have ; some of them I dare say have not. 

Question. Has the passage of the bill for the xiunishment of these unlawful assem- 
blages had any etiect yet, to your knowledge? 

Answer. I have no knowledge of what the eifect has been there j none at all. 

By Mr. Bl.vir: 
Question. For what offense was Snoddy killed ? 

Ansieer. He was not a republican ; he was one man killed not for political effect. 
Question. It was supposed that he was killed by Caldwell? 
Answer. Yes, sir; he was supposed to have been killed for some money he had. 
Question. Miller and CaldAvell, who killed him, were negroes ? 

Answer. They were negroes. The idea seemed to come out in the testimony that 
Caldwell was alone in the killing, but that Miller knew of it, and tried to get him'away. 
Question. He was killed, it was supposed, for his money? 
Answer. That is what the idea was at that time. 

Question. Those men wiio killed him were afterward killed themselves ? 
Answer. They were got out of jail somehow, after they were bound over and put iij. 
jail. 

Qwcs/jo??. Did they escape? 

J wsjrer. Henry Miller did not escape. 

Question. How did they get out? 

Answer. That is a question I am not able to answer. 

Question. They got out somehow ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, And were afterward killed ? 

Answer. Miller was killed; Caldwell has not been heard of since. * 
Question. Was it supposed that they were killed because of their murder of Snoddy^ 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Snoddy was a democrat ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

(Question. These others were negroes ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. By whom were they killed? Was there any suspicion upon any person ? - 
ylw8!fer. Ics, sir, a great deal of suspicion. , ^ 

Question. Who were suspected. ^ 

Answer. There AViis a young man who was at my store, who said ho left Sam Colviu 
and Henry Miller at two different tipies, wVJiin two or three davs of each other, though, 
m the hands ot a man of the name of McGraw, who was a constable, and a min of the 
nanit' at Kyle. ' 

Question.^ Yon say Caldwell was never heard of? 

^l7/.vHvr. No sir; there was a skeleton found iu the neighborhood supposed to be his. 

Question. ^^ hen last seen he was in the hands of an officer of the law ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Well, Miller was. 

Anstcer. Not in the hands of an officer of the law. 
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Question. In the hands of a constable ? 

Answer. Ho was a constable, bnt did not pretend to be after them as a la^y officer 
at all. 

Question. What did he pretend to be f 

Answer. Just as the others were. One man of the name of John Brown presented a 
pistol to the negro man, Henry Miller, and said, ^'I would like to kill y<ni — just shoot 
you off that block." Miller was then under bond, but was out of jail somehow. 

Question. You do not know how he got out of jail? 

Answer, No, sir; not to my knowledge. 

Question. How do you 8upx)ose he got out? 

The Witness. Would that be testimony f 

Mr. Blair. As much as the balance of it. 

Tlie Witness. I think I have told some things I know. 

The Chairman. If General Blair wants an answer to his question, you can give it. 
The Witness. Well, my impression is, that he got out through the agency of men 
who did not want to allow him to come to trial. 

By Mr. Blair: 

Question. If it was supposed that they were guilty of the murder of Snoddy, and 
those men wanted them killed for it, why shonld they not be just as willing to have 
them hung by process of the law ? 

J «.s'»Yr. Tluit would not gratify their feeling of revenge as well, and at the same 
tiuH' they might not be hanged by operation of the law. They could, not have hung 
more than on<^ of them. They certainly would not have hanged a man for merely 
helping another to get away after committing th(^ murder. 

Question. Who was this man Harris of whom you have s])ok(Mi ? 

A}iswer. He w\as a negro man who had ])een ]>rominent in tlie Union League when it 
got about there in ld)7 ; he was ])nt in jail in 1^^()7, with a great many others, for what 
they called in that country a violation of the 8a])l)ath ; he was l)aih>d out by myself 
and others, as being a man that it would do to trust ; he w^as never brought to trial 
for it, though — the (^flense was so frivolous. 

Que>^tion. .Mr. Boyd, you say, was prosecuting attorni^y? 

An.swer. Yes, sir. 

Question. He was killed in his own house? 

Answer. He was kiHed in the tavern where he boarded; he was a young man. and 
had no house of his own. 

Question. Was he a v(^ry vigorous ])rosecutor ? 

Aufiwer. Yes, sir ; he was a num wlio did lus duty faithfully and honestly — a man 
above reproach. 

Question. Was it known by whom he was killed ? 
^Inswer. It never came out. 
Question. Never came out judicially? 
Answer. No, sir. 

(^)uestion. Was there any^a^-tempt to bring the parties to justice ? 

Aufiwer, I do not know what attempt was made ; I know I would not h:iv<^made the 
atteu]])! for any amount of nmney. A month or six wee^s after he was killed, when I 
went up tl)er(^ to take eharge of his etlects, some of m^ friends — democrats — advised 
me that it would not- near do for me to go to Eutaw to take charge of liis eliects. He 
Avas a ue])hew of mine ; I was the only near relative he had there; he was born in 
South Carolina, bnt was raised in Greene County. I would not go any sooner than I 
did, for the love <*f life. He was killed on the last of February or the 'first of March, 
and I did not go there until near the first of May. 

By ]Mr. Van TiiUMP : 

Quei^tion. You say that your information is that things are pretty quiet up there now. 
Why do 3'ou not connnence a prosecution now ? 

Answer. For the very reason that if I were to commence a prosecution there now, I 
would not be allowed to get away from there. 

Question. That is merely your opinion ? 

Answer. I think so ; yes, sir ; that is my opinion now. 

By the Chairman : 
Question, AVhat is the political complexion of Greene County ? 

Ansicer. The last vote showed a majority of democratic votes there. At th»> presi- 
dential election in 1868, there was srmiething like 2,200 majority for the republican 
party. In 1869, when Major Hays w^as elected to Congress, there was a still larger 
majority. But the vote was very much smaller last year. 

Question. You mean the whole vote cast? 

Ansxver. Yes, sir ; the democratic vote was very largely increased. 
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By Mil. y.vx Trump : 
• Quesiion. What propoi-tion of the population of that county aro negroes ? 

Antsicer, A large niajoiitv in that county are colored voters, when they come out and 
vote. But a great many of them told me last fall, two or three days before the elec- 
tion, that they would not vote; that they could not vote, that they dare not vote; and 
while I myself gave out thirty-live tickets to parties who lived in my immediate 
vicinity, and mostly on my land, there were but six of the tickets found in the box 
where they voted. In the presidential election in 18G8, I passed out the great majority 
of the republican tickets for four counties; at one time there were about five to two 
negroes there, but I do not think there are that many now. I shduld think now there 
are about four blacks to three whites. 

Quesiion. Are there many colored Union leagues in that county? 

Answer. I did not know of a colored Union league in that county, that there were 
not some white men in. 

Question. Are there any Union leagues with a considerable proportion of negroes 
in them ? 

Anau-o'. There were in 1867; they have been abandoned now, so far as I know. I 
did know something about them in 1807 and 1868. 

By the Chairman : 

Questioji. You speak of certain leading democrats in town advising you to not to go 
thereafter yournephow was killed. State who they were, and the reason for such 
advice to you. 

Answet'. One was Philip Sclioffert ; another was a Mr. Cavanaugh, a preachei* who 
now lives in Kentucky. 

Quesiion. What reason did they give you for that advice ? 

Ansim'. The reason Mr. Cavanaugh gave in his long letter about it was, that he did 
not think I could jiossibly get away from there. He said that his father-in-law, a 
democrat, and a good friend of mine, advised him to tell me not to come up there. 

Question. Is there any open and avowed determination there to prevent the expression 
of political sentiments on either side ? 

Answer. I do not know that there is any open and avowed determination, unless it 
is to say that a republican shall not make a speeeli there, or when he goes to make a 
speech, to have him ;issaulted and harassed. 

Question. Have you heard any such statements as that made there? 

Answer. 1 have not heard the statement from any leading democrat. I have a great 
many times heard black men say that they heard men say that no republican should 
make a speech iu I«]utaw. About the last of April last, a delegation came down from 
Eutaw, with the Eutaw rioters; and they insisted that 1 should go to the district 
attorney and use my influence to get the prosecution set aside. 

By Mr. Van Trump : . 

Quesiion. You refer to the rioters at the joint meeting last fall? 
Answer. Yes, sii'. 

By the Chairman : 
Quesiion. Had they been brought in court ? 

Answer. Some of them were aiTested, and under bond to appear before the United 
States district court at Mobile, and a great many eame down Avith them as witnesses."- 
Several of those gentlemen called on me, and asked me to go to the district attorney* 
and urge him to drop the whole thing. ^ 

Question. This was at Mobile ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; and in April last. I talked to them moderately, and kindly as 
I could, and told them I had no revenge to inflict on any one for the past, biit I 
should exi)ect real security for the future.' I said, Now, gentlemen, you let me go to 
Eutaw and make a republican speech when I please, and I cannot tell what I will do 
for you." And every one said they could not arrange any such thing for me. 

By. Mr. Van Trump: ' 
Question. ^YiiH that on account of any peculiar hostility to you personally? 
Answer, I say me or any other republican; allow me to do it, or Maior Havs, or anv 
other republican. ' 
Quesiion. Did they say so? 

Answer. They said, "We cannot guarantee you any such thing." 
Question. They meant you jiersoually ? 

Answer. They meant that they could not guarantee any republican to go there and 
make ;i speech. And yet these men say they are opposed to all such thin^^s. I think 
I speak advisedly Avhen I say that a large majority of the wealthy, intelligent, and 
influential peoi)le ot Greene County aro opposed to all this thing. 

Question, Democrats and republicans? 
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Ansicer. As to re]niblicanisra, except amonj? the black men, that is about out tnere. 
Piesideut Graut did not get but eleven white votes there when he was elected, and he 
would not ^et that many now, because the few white republicans that were there then 
have been killed or have gone off. 

By the Chaiuman : 

Question. Can a republican there express his sentiments openly in conversation, or in 
a public meeting, and do so witli safety ? 
Answer. I do not thhik he can. 

(Jueation. Is that owing to the existence of a small minority of lawless and riotous 
j)er.soiis in that community ? 
Jnsmr. I think so. 

Question. Then if that be the case, and if a large majority there are opposed to this 
lawless conduct 

Answer. I say a large majority in ])oint of intelligence, not in ])oint of nundicrs. 

Qnesiion. Very well ; if a large majority of the intelligent white ])eople are oi)]>osed 
to that, wliy cannot you secure justice in the courts against those lawless and riotous 
persons ? 

Answer. Perhaps I could not answer that better than by giving you the answer that 
was once given to me, It would ruin our business.*' 

Question. I do not know that I understand your answer fully. 

Answer. Well, suppose that I am a merchant or a lawytu* there ; I de])end upon ])ub- 
lic i)ationage for my ))usin«'ss and livelihood; if I should take a stand that woidd per- 
hai^s bring some of these people to punishment, a hue and cry would be raised against 
me, and I would not ))e supported in my business. 

Question. Do you mean, then, that prominent men engagcMl in business will not take 
a stand for the ])urp()se of bringing these i)eople to punishment i 

Answer. I say exactly that. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. For fear of loss of business ? 
Answer. Yes, and of being ostracized. 

By Mr. Pool: 

Question. Ilavt^ there l)een any scourgings and whippings there? 
J}isn-er. I have heard of a great many; 1 kno\V' of none personally. 
Question. Of what character ? 

Answer. Taking both men and women out of tlieir houses at night and whi]>ping 
cheni. I know one Idack man was taken out of his house on my j)lantation last Octo- 
ber. I saw him a day or two afterward ; lie had been so abused that he was not able 
to work for three weeks. He said it was by disguised men. It was not more than half 
a mile from Uni(m. 

Question. Is tliere any organization in that county of men who are in the habit of 
going about in disguise ? 

Answer. I have no personal knowledge of any such organization ; report says there 
is, and their acts w(mld seem to indicate it. 

Question. What acts? 

Answer. The killing of Boyd, f(n' one thing. ^Ir. Cleveland and the clerk of the tav- 
ern said there was a large compaiiy ot disguised men who canu^, there and killed Boyd. 
Question. Mr. P)oyd was the i^rosecuting attorney ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they said he was killed in his room by disguised men. 

Question. Have there been any parades in the county of disguised men ? 

Answer. I have heard of a great many; I never sawone. I believe, in August, 1869, 
there was a raid of disguised men about Union; I did not get out of my bed to see 
them. 

Question. What is that organization called ? 
Answer. Ku-Klux, or White Brotherhood. 

Question. Have you ever heard of an organization called the Constitutional Union 
Guards ? 

Answer. I do not know that such a name as that is current among the people; if it 
is, I do not know it. 

Question. Do you mean to say that the reason why it is now unsafe for you in that 
county is that these violations of the law can take x^lace and no prosecutions follow ? 
Aas)rer. That is the reason it is unsafe, I think. 

Question. And no prosecution can follow, because any man who attemi>ts it would 
beeome an object of vengeance ? 

Answer. Just as Mr. Cockrell was when coming back from Mobile. 

Question. Ami in that way there is terrorism to such an extent as to prevent the due 
execution of the law ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I think that sums it wp exactly. 

Question. What is the political character at x)reseut of the county officers ? 
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Anmvet\ They are all democrats, except the probate judge. 

Question. You have said that colored men were put in jail for violating the Sabbath? 
Av8ica\ Yes, sir; in 1867. 

Question. But no white man has been prosecuted for whipping, committing mur- 
der, *Ji:c? 

Answer. No, sir ; there were bills found by the grand jury laj^t fall against some 
colored men for this Eiitaw riot. Although, as I have been told, some forty or fifty 
colored men were wounded in that riot, and some were killed, while not a white man 
got a scratch ; yet some negroes were prosecuted for the riot, but not a white man. 

Question. How many were killed? 

Answer. I do not kiiow of my own knowledge that any were killed. 

Queaiion. How many were wounded? 

Answer. I heard that some forty or more were wounded. 

Question. Gun shot wounds? 

Answei: Yes, sir. 

Question. All black men ? 

Answa: Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Coburn : 
Question. How soon after the riot did you see them ? 

Answer. I went down on Thursday and returned in a few days; I was there on the 
Monday after that; I think I came back on Saturday. The riot was on a Tuesday, and 
on the Monday after I saw some of the wounded men ; perhaps six days after the riot; 
I believe I saw one or two on Thursday, two days afterward, as I passed down; and 
I saw several while I was at court several days after that; the court commenced there 
on the Monday after the riot. ^ 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. I understood you to say that the former republican majority of two thou- 
sand in Greene County had been reduced till there was a majority on the other side. 
Answer. Yes, sir; I said so. 

Question. Was that a consequence or result of these proceedings ? 
Answer. If you want my opinion I will say that it is my opinion unhesitatingly that 
it was the result of the terror and intimidation brought to bear against the voters. 

By "Mr. Van Trump ; 

Question. If, in your opinion, there was so much terrorism there, and you felt the 
danger, how came it that you were one of the gentlemen to propose a joint discussion 
in such violent times ? 

Ansti'ei\ From the first notice I had of the advertisement I apprehended a riot and 
trouble. I conversed with a great many sensible men who thought the same thing. 
Hence, in order to avoid any difficulty, if possible, I proposed that bo*th sides should 
agree to keep the peace and make a joint discussion ; that each party for themselves, 
should agree that their party should not commence the riot, and let both parties take 
part in the discuS8ion. 

Question. Have you been much in the Northern States ? 

Answer. I have not. 

Question. You do not know then t hat such things occlir in the North very frequently, 
one party preventing another party from holding their meetings peaceably ? 

Answer. I do not know anything of the way politics are managed in the North. I 
never have been in the North more than a few days at a time. 

Question. Who first advertised a meeting to be held at Eutaw ? * 

Answer. The republicans ; their advertisement was some eight days old, I jiresume,^ 
when the other appeared. 

By the Chairman: 

Question. Is that the usual mode of having political discussions in Alabama, to have 
joint discussions? 

Answer. That was invariably the course before the war; political opponents woulds 
meet and discuss (luestions before the people. ^ 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Questiuti. Did the republican advertisement state where your meetingwastobeheld? 
Ayiswer. In Eutaw. 

Question. Did it mention the place of meeting in Eutaw ? 
Answer. It did not. 

Question. Where was the usual place for holding such meetings ? 

Answer. When the meeting is not expected to be a very large one, the usual place is 
in the court-house ; when it is to be very large, then it would be held in the* grounds 
adjoining the court-house, or in some grove, the place to be selected when the moetinff 
assembled. - ® 
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Question. When a meeting is advertised to be held in Eutaw, what \)\sLce is under- 
stood ? 

Anmvei'. As a general thing the court-house, unless it is found the court-house is not 
large enough to contain the audience, when some other place is selected ; except in the 
case of a large barbacue, or something of that kind, when some other place is named 
in the advertisement. 

Recalled and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. I understand that you desire to make some statement to the committee 
concerning yourself as a property holder. You can make tliat statement now. 

Answer. I have lived in Alabama since 1836. I pay more State and county taxes in 
Greene County than any other" man in the county. I pay some taxes in ^lobile, nearly 
or quite as much as any man in Greene County pays. 

Question. Are you the owner of real estate in Greene County? 

A7isu'ei\ I am, and the largest one in the county. 

Question. IIow have these disturbances alfected the value of real estate in that 
county ? 

Answer. It has depreciated it very much ; I should say about one-third. 
By Mr. Blair: 

Question. How do you know that has been caused by these disturbances, as you call 
themf Might it not have been caused by s<niiething else ? 

Answer. I know this, that when you appenl to a man to buy real (estate there, ho 
says, I cannot go there, because I would not l>e let ah^ue." So I answered as I did. 

Question. Are there not some ])t^o})le there who are let alone ? 

Answer. Yes; but they are not buyiug real estate. 

Question. Then you think a man who buys real estate is a very obnoxious x)ersou to 
tlio i)eople of Greene Couuty ? 

Answer. No, sir; not by any manner of means. But, I think, if men whohavi^ money 
could go there and buy and b(^ treated with more respect, tli(U'e would be a higher 
price paid for real estate. I think that the security of life and property is a very es- 
^ seniial element in the market value of property. 

Question. Is not tlie amount of taxation a very essential element also ? 

Answer. Wo have not felt taxes very heavily yet ; W(; are going to feel them. 

Question. I understand the State debt has been largely i]ierease<l sinct? the war? 

Answer. Perhaps you do not tuiderstand the condition of that State debt. No taxes 
have yet been levied by the State for the i>ayment of what are known as the railroad 
bonds. The taxes levied in the State for 187U were about S'JG4,000 ; in l^Gd they were 
nearly as large as last year ; and in 18(57 they w«u*e nearly as large. 

Question. I understand you to say that there has been no tax levied as yet for tho 
issue of railroad bonds ? 

Answer. None, excei)t in counties, local taxes. 

Question. But a large amount of State bonds have been issued ? 

Answer. I think so ; perhaps six or seven millions. I have it from report only. 

Question. Is it not probabli^ that taxes will be levied to meet those bonds ? 

Answer. I think it is probable. 

Question. JNIeii who have money to invest in laud are generally aware of such things, 
are they not ? 

Answer. I presume they are ; but I can hardly see why the lu-ospect of a difference 
in taxes should bring about the dilference in the price of property which exists. I can- 
not see why it should take otf one-third of the value of real estate in one or two years. 

Question. People probably think more bonds will be issued. 

Answer. They can repudiate them if they want. 

Question. Have they repudiated any? 

Answer. Not that I know of. 

Question. Do they contemplate it? 

Answer. I do not know that they do. 

Question. Do the persons who issued the bonds contemi>late rex:)udiation ? 
Answer. I do not know that they do. 

Question. You know that a large amount of bonds have been issued? 
Answer. A large amount is reported. We had a State debt before that, as much as 
that ])erhaps. 

Question. Is it not reported that a great many bonds have been issued without con- 
sideration, and that they do not know how they got out ? 

Answer. I have heard something said about niore bonds being issued than the road 
was completed for ; but when the road was eom])leted it would (jover all the bonds. It 
\vas said that bonds were issued^n advance of the completion of the road. 

Question. And that increases the debt of the State? 
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Ansiver. No more than the legislature agreed that it should he increased when the 
road was finished. The railroad, under the law of the legislatui'e, was to receive so 
many dollars per mile when finished. I have heard it said that in some cases bonds 
were issued in advance of the coni]»letion of the work. ... j. 

question. You are a large property-holder, and as, a matter of course you think of 
these thiu"^s. Now, is it not a matter- of course, that when the State debt is so largely 
increased, and when it is believed by many persons that it was improvidently increased, 
that is to say, that the bonds Avero issued even before the roads had complied with the 
conditions for their issue, would not that naturally have the etfect by the increase of 
taxation hereafter to lessen the value of land ? • * 

Atmvcr. It would have the effect of depreciating property to some extent perhaps. 
Ihit when the road is completed to the extent the bonds issued call for, I do not see 
that that should change the aspect of affairs at all. If I should agree to pay you a cer- 
tain sum of money when you had done a certain piece of work, and then should pay it 
to you before the work was done, still when the job was completed it would be all 
even. Now, I think the price of property there would have been increased, only for the 
effect produced by terror and ostracism. Men who would perhaps buy property, if 
otherwise treated, are ostracized, and the influence of tenor is brought to bear on the 
laboring glasses. 

By Mr. Cobujrx : 

Question, How many miles of railroad have been constructed in Alabama since the 
war? 

Ansii^cr. I do not know exactly; perhaps four or five hundred miles. 
By Mr. Van Thump : 

Question. Do you know that mere agricultural lands in the North are decre^asing In 
price f 

Atmcer.'l know very little about the North ; my property of every kind has always 
been in the South. 



Washington, D. C, June 2, 1871. 

Hon. CHARLES HAYS called and examined. 
By'the Cilvirman : 

Question, You .are a member of the House of Representatives of the present Con- 
gress, I believe ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, lu what part of the State of Alabama do you live ? 

Ansicer. In Greene County, in the fourth congressional district. 

Question. Please state to the committee as succinctly as you can your knowledge of 
the condition of affairs in Alabama, so far as regards the safety of the lives and prop- 
erty of citizens and the execution of the laws. We desire information more particu- 
larly in reference to the state of things at the present time, and within the last 
year. 

Answer. So far as the present state of things is concerned, there is more quiet now 
than there has been for some time. I know of no outrages committed within my dis- 
trict, except the beating of Mr. Cockrell, who was summoned as a witness before the 
United States court at Mobile, in reference to the Eutaw rioters. I have heard of no 
outrages there, except that since I went home from here this spriiig. Previous to that 
time there had been a great many disturbances. 

Question. How recently was that occurrence? 

Answer. About three weeks ago, I think ; I only know of it from hearsay, from what 
is the general talk in the country. 
Question. You say he was a witness ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; before the United States court at Mobile. 

Qtustion. Was it upon his journey.to or from Mobile that he w^as assaulted ? 

Answer. Upon his return. 

Question. Have you seen him since then ? 

Answer. I have not. 

Question. What other facts can you state to the committee that would tend to show 
the degree of security for person and property that exists in the county in which you 
live, or, so far as you know, within the district, for the last year ? 

Answer. 1 can only give you the facts as I have heard them in reference to the mur- 
der of a ^Ir. Boyd, who was the solicitor for the county of Greene. I know the cir- 
cumstances only by hearsay ; but I am satisfied the facts are true. 

Question, Do you live in the town where Mr, Boyd was murdered ? 
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Answer. No, sir ; I do not. I live about nine miles from there in the country, on a 

Ijlantation. lie was the county solicitor for that county ; some negroes had been Is 

this testimony to be published now ? 

The CiiAiKMAN. There has been no decision yet of the committee in regard to the 
immediate publication of the testimouy. We have concluded to take testimony, allow- 
ing only the person testifying to be present in the committee-room, holding over the 
qut^stion of publication. 

The Witness. I only wish to make this suggestion so far as I am concerned : I think 
it wonld be far preferable for our section of the State not to have this testimony pul>- 
lished at this time; that is merely a suggestion to the committee. If the testimony 
should be published, I think it would l)e necessary to send troops there ; and we want 
to get along without them if we can possibly do so. 

By the Ciiahoiax: 

QuesUon. What eftect would the publication of this testimony have there, in refer- 
ence to the witnesses giving it, or the persons who might be named? 

Aui^arr. I think it would hav<' i)rettymu(;h the same ellect upon them that the testi- 
mony that Mr. Coekndl was expeettul to give in reference to the Eutaw rioters had 
upon hini. 

QutHtion. You mean that the witnesses would not be saf(^ in testifying to their knowl- 
edge of lacts ? 

Aumrr. I think they would not ; I judge so from tin' demonstration made against 
Mr. Cockrell after his return ns a witness in the lFnit<'(l States conrt at Mobile. 

Qiici^tion. The- committee will doubtless consider your snggestion. You will i)roceed 
with yonr statement in regard to ^Ir. IJoyd. 

Answer. I was in Wjishington in Congn^ss at the- time, and one morning receiv(Ml a 
telegram from ^Mobile stating that Mr. Boyd had been murdered at Eutaw. A short 
time after that 1 received sdnu^ letters stating that the county solicitor of Chmmio 
County had hwii murdere<l in Eutaw, at I^lr. Clevelan<rs liot(^l, by men in disornisc. 
It seems thtM-e had Ixm.mi some difticulties that originated n<'ar the town of Union, in 
the northern part of Greene County, in referene<^ to the holding of political mei^tnigs 
there among the negroes. The white men of that p'.)rtinn of th(^ (nninty determined 
that they should not hold them ; tlu\v went to where these negroes were holding the meet- 
ings, 1 supi)ose, and told some of them. This is only what I heard; I do not" know it 
positively, myself, but 1 heard it generally n^jiorted in the county. 

Qne>iUon. (iive us only what you have examined into and are satistied is a correct 
statement of the facts. 

A)i,'iwer. 1 give you the statements as I heard them. These negro(\s had l)een hold- 
ing some political meetings, and the Avhite men of the county rhtermined to break 
them up. They went there to stop them from holding the meetings ; a dilheulty 
occurred in which some negroes were shot, and a night or two after others were car- 
ried otl and whipped. Th(^ circuit court was coming on in a short time, and ^Ir. 
Boyd, who was the solieit(U' of the county, said to sonn^ citizens at Eutaw that he 
intended to commence x)rosecutions before the grand jury to iind (mt the parties who 
had shot and whipped these negroes. AVhile the com't was in session, I think, a body 
of some thirty or forty men rode u]) to tln^ hot(d, about 11 o'clock at night ; they were 
disguised, and Avent into the hotel, took Mr. Boyd out of his bed, and kilk-d him right 
in tht; ]>assage, or on the porch of the hotel; they killed him by shooting him. That 
is one occurr(*nce. 

Question. Were any ]>roeeedings instituted for the purpose of discovering and arresting 
the ])erp(;trators of that otlense ? 

Answer, I think not; tln^re never has been anybody arrested; I think that probably 
they had the matter before the grand jury, but I do not know that they did anything 
at all. 

Question. Were any of the perpetrators known ? 
Answer. Not that 1 know of. 

Question. Being a citizen of that county, and interested in the good order and secu- 
rity of the county, have you taken any steps to discover and bring to justice the 
perpetrators of that o\itrage ? 

Answer. I do not think any steps have been taken. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of any other occurrence of that character within 
the last year ? 

Answer. There was a colored man by the name of Guilford Coleman, who lived in 
that county, and who Vv^as a delegate to the State convention that nominated the gov- 
ernor, and also a delegate to the convention that nominated me. Upon his return 
from the convention that assembled at Demopolis, some two or three nights afterward 
he was taken out of his house by parties in disguise, and has never been heard of 
since. 

Question. Was that in Greene County ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; in the town of Eutaw. 
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Oiws/io??. When was that? ... . x . . 

Amwcr, I tliiuk it was in the last of June. I am not certain as to the exact time. 

By Mr. Bhxin : 
Question. A year a<;o. • 
Answer, About a year ago. 

I3y the Chairman : 
Question. Were you at a political meeting held in Eutaw in October last? 
Antucer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were you present at the time the riot occurred there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I was on the stand at the time. 

Question. Give ns as nearly as you can an account of how that riot originated, and 
what occurred while you were there. 

Answer. A public notice had been given by the State executive committee that Gov- 
ernor Smith, who was then a candidate for reelection, Senator Warner, Governor Par- 
sons, and myself, would ^peak on a certain day at Eutaw. Shortly after that notice 
was given, handbills were struck ofTat Eutaw, I suppose, and putnp all over the county, 
announcing that a democratic meeting would be held at Eutaw at the same time. I 
went up to Eutaw on the day named for the meeting. There were some United States 
troops there, under the command of General Crawford, about a half a mile from the 
court-house. I had been raised in Eutaw, and had lived there all my life. As soon as 
I got there, I said to General Crawford, "General, I think it would be better for you 
to consiUt with Governor Smith, and arrange measures to pi'cserve order here ; T think 
the demonstrations look a little ugly, and I am afraid we are going to have a row." I 
said to him that the democrats having a meeting at the same time that the republicans 
were to hold their meeting, it would be best upon the whole to address a note to the 
leaders of the democratic party there, in order to inform them that we proposed to 
have peace and (piiet and order here, and to discuss the questions before the whole 
people. I said that, so far as I was concerned, I did not propose to speak at all; that 
Governor Smith and Senator Warner would speak, and that the democrats could select 
their orators, some arrangement be made for dividing the time,' and it could be gen- 
erally understood that both i)arties would preserve order. He replied that he thought 
that was a good suggestion. Mr. Miller, Mr. Cockrell, and myself were appointed 
the committee on the part of the republican party to confer with the democrats. Mr. 
Miller addressed a note to Colonel Jolly and Mr. Pierce, who were appointed on the 
part of the democrats, informing them that w^e proposed to have a public discussion, 
and to guarantee peace and quiet and order while the speaking was going on, pro- 
vided they would unite with us in doing so. We were then in the office of the circuit 
clerk. Colonel Jolly and Mr. Pierce, on the part of the democrats, came over and said 
that they did not propose to discuss at all these questions, either as to men or measures ; 
I think that was their language in substance. In other words, they ignored entirely 
the whole thing. In the mean time the meeting of the democrats ^vas going on at the 
opposite side of the court-house ; their candidate for the legislature, a man by the 
name of Smith, a Baptist minister, and a very good man, made a speech. In a short 
time the republican meeting was called to order upon the opposite side of the court- 
house. As soon as the republican meeting was called to order, a large crowd of those 
who had gathered where the democrats were speaking left there and went around on 
the other side of the court-house, where Senator Warner was speaking. As soon as 
this crowd had deserted the democratic meeting, a great many, some of .them from 
Mississippi, others from Sumter County, and some from Greene County, came around and 
coimneuced hallooing, and making a noise, and hooting at Senator VVarner, tolling him 
that he was a damned liar, and interrupting him, so that he could hardly goon. 
Finally, after a great deal of trouble, he concluded his remarks, and Governor Parsons 
got up to speak. He commenced by telling them that he had voted for Seymour and 
Blair, that he had been a democrat, always a conservative man, and thought that the 
best plan to be pursued now wiis for the defeated democracy to accept the situation, 
&c. One man in the crowd said, " Let him go ahead, he is inaking a good democratic 
speech, and as long as he is making that kind of talk, don't interfere with him." 
About the time the governor was coming to the point of his argument, there was a 
general row and shouting, and a great many would curse at him and hoot at 
hnu. He got along badly, and finally ended his remarks. I had determined be- 
before I went there not to 8i)eak. I got up for the purpose of moving an adjourn- 
ment of the meeting. There was a table just outside of the court-house window, 
and I got up on the table for the purpose of making that motion. Just as I did 
so. a man caught me by the sleeve, and pulled me off the stand, and two men, one on 
either side of the table, tilted it over. Just as that was done, some persons who ha<l 
got into the office of the circuit clerk commenej'd a rapid firing from the window 
upon the negroes in front, firing over the heads of Governor Parsons, Senator Warner, 
mySelf, and others. There were two men who commenced shooting at me, but one 
was immediately seized by the sheriff. In the general met^e the negroes retreated, and 
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rbe crowd pursued them, firing rapidly upon them. The negroes broke down the 
court-house palings and ran off. I stood there until the firing liad stopped, and then 
started along over to the hotel with Senator Warner and Governor Parsons. As I did 
80. a man stei)ped out just in front of me and said, I want to kill him anyhow." He 
pulled out his pistol and shot at me; I suppose he was as far Iromme as it is from here 
to the window. In the mean time an old sheriif of the county, who was a v(>ry warm 
personal friend of mine, although a very hitter democrat, came up and took hold of 
this man, and knocked the pistol out of his hand, or took it from him. I turned aronnd 
and (piietly walked into the court-house door. The troo[)s had got there about that 
thno ; General Crawford had ordered them there. A great many ])ersous had gone into 
the stores in the place, and seized double-barreled guns, and were i)ursuing the m^groes. 
I did not see any of them fire these double-barreled guns, and I do not believe they did; 
tliey were shooting tlu^ negroes with pistols. In the mean time the n(\groes had re- 
treated down the street some distance, and tlie troo])s went down tliere, and halted 
the white men who were ])ursuing the negroes, and <her(> the thing stopj^ed. 

(Jncsfioi). Were there persons from ]\Iississi])pi and adjoining counties in Alabama 
engaged in making this attack ? 

^in.swcr. Yrs, si]-; there were some men there from ]Mississi]i]>i ; there is only one 
county between the county in which I live and the ]\lississi])pi line. 

(Jursiiou. How many ])ersons were kilhMH 

J^^sI^Y^•. I do not know; I heard that live men had died from tlieir Avoinul>i. I saw 
two lying in the court-house that evening after the row was over, who looked to me 
as though they were going to die. 

(Jucstion. llow many altogether were wounded ! 

.If.vjccr. Tiie report was that ther(^ Aveiv lifty-four wounded. 

(J)i(ntion. Was there any motive avowed for nudving this attack ? If so, state what 
it was. 

^Inswer. Xone whatever that I know of, exce])t that I think the jmrpose was to 
break )ip the meeting. 

(^>nfstiou. Was there any personal hostility to either of the gentlemen who were 
Jfjieaking / 

Answer. You must know that there is a very great hostility to every man in that 
section of the country connected with the republican ])arty. 

QucHi'wu. Wliat 1 want to get at is, what was said showing the motive for the attack, 
if there was anything said to that elfect ? 

Aimviv. l-^very man in that section of country who is in tavor of tlie ]K>licy of Con- 
gress and of the reconstruction acts is regarded as [in enemy of the country. 

15y ^Ir. ConrRN : 

Qucsfion. AVas there any other motive for the attack than a political one? 
Answer. Xone that I know of. 

By the CiiAirniAX ; 

Qiicstio}}. Were theic any sentiments of that kind expressed there on that day — sen- 
timents of the character of those to which you liave just referred; that is, that the 
republicans w(^re enemies of iln^ country ! 

Aio^wcr. Yes, sir: I heard several men say that they should not make any speeches 
there, and that there should be no more i-adieal meetings lield there, and things of that 
kind. T heard one man say. after the row was ''Well, you sent for your Ignited 

States Senator, and for your govei-nor, and tor your United States otficer, and for your 
member of Congress to come here, and, God damn you. we have cleaned you all out.*' 

Qucfifion. Who was he ? 

^luswcr. I do not know; I was told that he was from ^Mississippi, and I tried to find 
out who he was, but I did not learn his name. 

QuL'siiou. Are you a native of that county ? , 
^hiswcr. Yes, sir; J was born and raised where I am now living. 
Quesiiou. You have an acquaintance in that entire district ? 
Av.swer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many counties compose your district ? 
Answer. >^ourteeu. 

Qncsiion. Have you any knowledge of the existing state of things in the other coun- 
ties of your district ? 

Answer. Only from v^hat t have heard and seen published in the newspapers, and 
wliat has l>een reported to rae by my constituents. 

Question. Have vou traveled over the entire district ? Have you canvassed the dis- 
trict ? 

Answn-. Yes, sir ; I have canvassed it. so far as I could ; I could not go farther than 
Eutaw dui'ingthe last election. 

Qncsiion. Have there been disorders in other portions of your district affecting the 
security of person and property ? ^ 
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Jnswer, I understand there have been some difficulties within the last year in Choc- 
taw County. Jm\cre Luther R. Smith, who is the circuit judge, I understand has 
recently had liis gin-houso burned. I myself saw some resolutions published in a pai)er 
in Livinghtou requesting him to resign, and notifying him that it would not bo 8afe— 
well, I am not certain about that part of it ; I heard that, but I do not think it is in the 
resolutions that were published in the paper. I heard that he had been notified not to 
go to Livingston to hold court. He had been notified not to go to Eutaw, and he con- 
sequently did not go there. 

OMe^ftoH. He is the presiding judge of the circuit? 

Ansiccr, Yes, sir. Judge Pelham held the last court at Eutaw for him. Judge Pelham 
is an active republican, and is living at Talladega. 

Question. Is Judge Smith a native of the State? 

Aimver. No, sir; he is a northern man. 

Question. Is he a republican, and was he elected as such ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. « . 

Question. You have said that there was now a better state of affairs m your portion 
• of the State ; to what do you attribute that ? 

Answer I do not know, unless, perhaps, it is the passage of what is known as the 
Ku-Klux bill, autl also the publication of the democratic address that went out from 
hero some time ago. I think that had a very good effect ; and I think it probable that 
the passage of the Ku-Klux bill has had a good efiect. I think if we had passed a gen- 
eral amnesty bill, it would have had a still better -effect. 

Question. Have you sufficient information in regard to the existence of any organiza- 
tion for the purpose of committing these outrages, to enable you to testify on that 
point ? 

Ansim'. I have no personal knowledge ; I have only heard of frequent instances of 
negroes being taken out and whipped, but I never saw a Ku-Klux in all my life ; I have 
heard of them frequently. 

Questio7i. From the information which you have obtained as to outrages which have 
been committed, can you state whether they were committed by organized bands? 

Answer. There is no doubt about that. • 

Question. Of persons in disguise? 

Auswcr. I understand that they are sometimes disguised, and sometimes they are 
not very particular whether they have their disguises on or not. 

Question. Have any persons who have committed offenses of this kind, in bands of 
disguised men, been tried and convicted in your district, so far as you know ? 

Ans^ver. Not one that I ever heaVd of. 

Question. Do you yourself feel a sense of personal security there? 
Answer. I did not at one time. 
Questio7i. Why? 

Answer. I felt very insecure, indeed. 
Question. On what ground? 

Answer. Because I had been a very active rei)ublican, engaged in building up the re-. 
publican party, and consequently was under the odium that generally attaches to* 
members of that party. 

Question. Has this species of terrorism and outrage had the effect of preventing a free 
expression of political sentiments to any extent in your State ? 

Answh. Yes, sir. I do not suppose you could get a man, in that part of the country, 
to go to that district and make a republican speech. It was only by the most strenuous 
efforts that I could get Governor Smith and Senator Warner to go there. I had myself 
to go to the committee and tell them I intended to go home, and make no speech in thej 
campaign, for it would cost me my life, and I did not propose to do it unless I couhf 
get some one to go along with me ; consequently I got them to go over there, and then 
this row was organized for the purpose of breaking up the meeting and stopping the 
canvass. ^ 

Question. To what extent is this sentiment shared by the leading white inhabitants ? 

Answer. I think the leading men of the country, the good citizens, who arc property- 
holders, are opposed to this thing. I think that "in the beginning they winked at it^ 
because they thought it would ultimately result in the breaking down of the republi- 
can party ; but the thing has got too big for them now, and they cannot control it. I 
think they now regret this, about as much as anybody does, with the exception of a 
few men, who are young men, and went into the confederate army, and have lost all 
their property. 

Question. If a sub-committee were to go into that portion of the county where these 
outrages have been committed, would the leading white men there give thein such aid 
and assistance as would enable them to ascertain who were the guilty parties? 

Answer. 1 think that extremely doubtful. 

Question. Would there bo any difficulty in procuring testimony of persons on tlie 
ground, who had been victims of these outrages ? 
Answer. I think there would be. 
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Question. From what cause ? 

Ani^wer, Because they know very well that if they were to go before a sub-committee 
there, aud testify, the very momeut that committee left they would be killed. 

By Mr. Van Tkumi^ 

Question. You say, "They know." Do you not mean that is your opinion ? 
Ansiccr. Of course, sir, that is what I mean. 

By the Ciiairmax : 

Qufsfion. Can proceedings be instituted there, with auy reasonable prospeet of sue- 
iM'^s, against the p;\i"ties who are committingthesc outrages in that portion of your State, 
for the ])ur})Ose of discovering aud ])unishing them ? 

Jn^iicer. I do not think they can be in Greene Couuty, in Sumter County, or iu 
Pickens County; I think that probably they might in some other counties. 

Qiie^>tion. Are there any other counties, in your district, in which the state of things 
is as bad as you represent it to ])ein (ireene county? 

Ansiar. 1 thhik not, although the feeling is very bitter, aud I have heard of outrages 
that have ])een committed in Pickens Comity, but that was two years ago. 

By Mr. Van Tku.^ip : 

Question. When you si)eak of other coiuities,'' do you mean counties in your dis- 
trict or in other })arts of your State ? 
Answer. In my district. 

By the Chairman : 

Qnestion. Have any threats been made against you which led to the feeling of inse- 
curity on your part, of which you have- spoken ? 

Ansirer. I cannot say that ther(? have ])een any threats made against me directly. I 
liave been notilied by gentlemen, Ns ho were iViends, that I was in an unsafe situation 
there. I have been notitied by members of the democratic ])arty that they tho-ught it 
would be better for me, at certain tiiues, to go out of the county for a while. 1 have 
a large family connection in the county, very large ; nearly half of those living in my 
iiiniK.'diate neighborhood in that county are related tome, andtln^y are about all dem- 
ncrats. 

(Jnestion. llov,- recently have any notices of that kind been given to you ? 

Amsmr. I received a letter of tluit description before I left here in thi^ spring, thougli 
I did not giv(^ much attention to it. The writer of th(^ lette'r stated that it was thought 
it would ))e very unsaie for me to come ))a('k to that ])art of the country. I thought 
then that the man was exaggeratiifg, though not intentionally, and 1 think so now. 

Qne-^lion. You did retiu-n / 

Ansirt r. Yes, sir. 

Qiiesf'a))i. Have you experienced any moh'stati(Ui ? 

Answer, ^o, sir, not a particle. lam of the oi)inion that the country therc^ will b< 

net ; 1 ho])e so. I believe the country will now quiet down. I think the determina- 
tion is to desist from any further whippings or T)urnings or murders ; I think that is 
the determination. But 1 believe that there are men there who are pi^rfect desp(U'adoes, 
who ha\ e nothing to do except to go about. an<l who think it is a poi)ular thing to hound 
a man 1)ecaiise he is a rei)ublican. I think a republican is frequently iu danger of 
being attacked by them. 

(Juestion. Is it your belief that the tone of public sentiment upon that subject among 
the white ])opulation is changing ? 

A^isieer. I think it is. 

Question. Aud that they will assist in jU'cventing these outrages iu future? 

A)isirer. I think so. 1 know 1 hav(^ received letters from some of the ablest men 
belonging to that party, some of tin* most ])rominent men in my State, since I have 
been home, in whicli they say that these- things shall stop ; that they shall go no fur- 
ther; that they will use every eff(ut they can possibly bring to bear to put a stop t;> 
these tilings. 

Question. Was that the ease six months or a year ago ? 
Answer. Xo, sir, it was not. 

Qnestion. What was the elicit of this riot in EutawMipon the attendance of voters at 
the last election ^ 

Answer. I carried the ^ count}' of Greene ])y 2,600 votes when I was hrst a candidate 
for ("ongress. Tliere were then in that county about *2,U00 negro voters, and about >^U0 
white voters ; some few of the whites voted the rei^ublieau ticket. At the last elec- 
tion that county went democratic by 43 votes. 

By :Mr. Van Trump : 
Que.-ifion. The whites did not vote at all at the first election, did they? 
Answer. Yes, sir, a great many of them did. 
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Question. You say there were abont 2,G00 repnblicau voters and about 800 democratic 
voters in that county ; that would make about »3,400 voters in the county? 
Ausiccr. Yes, sir. - * 

Question, What was tlie total vote cast at the last election? 

Answer. Pretty much the same as at the previous election, but the character of the 
vote was ehan<;ed. 

Quesiion. Was tliat done by the ordinary method of appealing to the reason of the 
l>eople, or was there any intimidation and violence to produce that effect ? 
Anstcer. A great many negroes in the county did not vote at all. 

By ^Ir. Van Trump : • 
Questiov. How came it then that there was no ftiUing off in the aggregate vote I 
Ansivcr. Because they had arranged all that thing previous to the election. 
Question. You say there were as many votes in the aggregate at the last election as at 
the previous election. 

Answer. Yes, sir; and I will say that at Union there were 248 republican and 54 demo- 
cratic votes in one of the boxes at the first election, and at the last election there were 
in the box, I believe, 12 or 15 democratic majority. The negroes did not vote at all, 
and yet the same number of votes were there. 1 have no positive proof of it, only I 
have heard so. 

By the Cilvir:max : 

Question. You mean that the returns were made as if tiie full number of votes had 
been east ? 

Ans^re)'. Yes, sir, precisely; I mean that there was nothing but fraud in the election; 
that the whole thing was fraudulent. Now, to show the difference between the two 
elections : In the box at the town where I live, Boligee, there were at the last election, 
I think, 474 majority republican votes. 'That box and the box at Falkland and at 
Mount Hebron were the only boxes in the county that gave a majority of republican 
votes. The probate judge of that county stated to me before the election came off 
that he did not take any interest in it ; that he thought the election was already held. 
He was one of the supervisors of election. 

Qnestion. How are they appointed ? 

Answer. Under the law the circuit clerk, the probate judge, and the sheriff are 
supervisors of elections. The sheriff, I think, made out the list of officers to hold the 
elections, and appointed as such all democrats iu the county; there was no republi- 
can appointed at all. The democrats held the elections tliemselves and made the 
returns. / ^ 

Questio7i. How many members of the State legislature are elected from that county If 

Answer. Two members. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Quesiion. Who appointed the sheriff? 
An8wc7\ The governor of the State. 
Question. Who was the sheriff? 
Answer. A !Mr. White, and a very good man. 

Question, Was he a republican? , 
Answer. No, sir, a democrat. ^ 
Question. Who was the probate judge? 

Answer. Hon. A. 11. Davis. i 
Question. Was he elected or appointed ? , C 

Answer. lie was appointed. 
Question. Who appointed him ? 
Answci'. Governor Smith. 
Question. Was he a democrat ? 
Answer. No, sir, he was a republican. 
Question. Who was the other supervisor? 

Answer. I think it was a Mr. Smith, the circuit clerk; he was appointed by the go\^* 
onior and is a republican. But I understood from Judge Davis that these matters were 
never submitted to him or to the circuit clerk, but the sheriff made out the appoint- 
ments and sent tlicm out, without consulting with thern* 

Question, nad he authority to do that under the law ? 

Answer . I think not. 

Question. Yon say there was a trial in Mobile of these rioters? 

Answer. They did not try them, on account of the absence of some witnesses. 

Question. The trial was to have been had? 

Answer. Yes, su\ 

Question. Who put off the trial ? 

Ansicer. I think it was put off by the United States Government. 
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Qnestion. For Tvant of witnesses ? 

Jnswer. Yes, sir ; I think that was the reason. 

Qu('i>twn. xVnd no trial was had ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Who were indicted ? 

Answer. I do not remeniher their names; I never saw "the indictment. I did n<>t 
make any affidavit myself; I did not propose to have anything to do with it. I was 
snmmoned before the grand jury as a witness, and went before the grand jury, but 1 
did not testify. 

By m. Van Tiu'mp : 
Question. How many wcn-e indicted ? 

Answer. I do not know how many ; I have understood that about twenty were in- 
dieted. 

By Mr. Blair: 
Question. Was Mr. Cockrell one of the witnesses ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you say he was beaten ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. AVhere ? 

Answer. At Fincli's ferry, about three miles from EtTtaw, on his return from ; 
lie cnuu^ up tlie Warrior Kiverou a steamboat. 
Quistion. On his return from ^lolnh' ? 

Answer. Yes, sir : I hav<' not seen ^Ir. Cockrell mysi-lf, but I understand that vr;:s 
the ease; I su])[)ose everybody ni the county will admit tliat. 
(^hiestion. Where does ]\[r. Coclvrell live ! 
Answer. InEutaw; he was a lawyer there. 

Question. Do you think we could send a i»art of this conmiitiee down there :ind -vf 
testimony in this case ? 

^Inswer. I do not know as to that ; probaldy you could; that is a matter you must 
determine for yourselves. 

Question. Would we not have a better oi>portu!dtv to obtain tlu; testimon^ there tl'VAi 
. here / 

Answer. Yes, sir; I think so. I do not know that sending a connnittee down tlu r* 
would do any good in the world. 

Question. Would it not do asiuueh good as having a connuitt(M^ hove ? 

Answer. I do not know that it would do nnu-h good iniywhere ; tliat is my opinion. 

Question. The (piestiou 1 wanted to l)re^?ent to your mind distinctly was. wlierln'r, 
in your opinion, we could not go ther<' and have a better chance to get an exact id- a 
of the state of things there than we could get here, (►r in any i)lace <listant from here ! 

Answer. I think you could. 

By Mr. Pool: 

Qutstion. Why did not these witnesses go down to Mobile ? 

Answer. I do not know the reason ; I suppose the main reason was ])ecaus(^ they did 
not wish to appear against these men. 

Question. Do you tliink they were afraid to go ? 

Answer. I do not know that they were afraid ; but I think a great many there 
thought it would do no good to have these men convicted ; others thought it would 
probably be l)etter to let the mattiu' rest vrhere it was : the country was (piict, and 
they thought it wouhl be better to let it remain so. 

Question '. Did the great bulk of witnesses for the United States declme to go ? 

Answer. I think only two declined to go ; Mr. Brown and myself. 

Question. The rest went ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the reason I declined to go was this : I was sununoned before the 
grand jury of the county immediately after the liot. I went there and they asked n^e 
some ([uestions; I said to them that 1 had been a candidate there at the time the row 
had occurred, cVic. ; that everybody was familiar with it; that then^ were plenty o I 
witnesses without me, and I did not desire to give any testimony at all in reference 
to it. The grand jury determined to make me answer, and I declined to answer : th(\v 
then sent nit^ out to .Indge Smith, who was holding the court. I told the judge that I 
thought it best for the ]>eace, quiet, and order of the county that I should have noth- 
ing to say in reference to that riot, and that I did not propose to say arivthingin n.'fcr- 
ence to it. T told him that I wanted him to excuse me from testifying lu fore the grand 
jury. The solicitor of the county united with me in that request, and the judge- ex- 
cused me. I wish, hovv'cver, to make this remark: it was said that I hred th'' iir-t 
^]u)t. I say that I did not lire at all. It was ])ublished in the iiapers that I had Ihcd 
ili'.' first shot, and that there were five or six men who would swear that I did so. T 
will simply state that that was not correct ; I did not fire a shot at all. 
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By the Chairman : 

Question, What was the result of the inquiry before the grand jury? 

Answer, I do not know ; I have never ascertained what the result was. 

Question, AVerc any bills found against anybody? ^ ^ 

Answer, No, sir : and probably for this reason : the United States niarsha. appeared 
there directly after the elections and an-ested these men, and the case was transferred 
from the court there to the United States court at Mobile. I presume that was the 
reason why the matter was dropped in the State courts in the county. 

Question. Is there any difficulty in your county in the administration of the law in 
the case of ordinary criminal oflfeuscs, such as assault and battery, larceny, and offenses 
of that kind, which arise in every community ? , . 

Answer, As a t'eueral thing there the law is fCdmiuistered so far as one class is con- 
cerned. I do not know what they did with those men who whipped Mr. Cockrcll. I 
do not know that they were arrested or that anything was done about it. As a general 
thing, though, when two negroes fall out and have a fight, or when two white men 
fall out and'liavo a fij^ht, they are taken up and tried. 

' By Mr. Biair : ^ 
Question, Did Mr. Cockrell know the men who beat him ? 
Answer, Yes, sir, very well ; I presume he doesj I understand he does. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Is there any difficulty in the administration of the law in the case of crimi- 
nal offenses where they have no connection with politics ? 
Answer. I think not. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Who is this man Brown, the other witness who you say failed to attend at 
Mobile? 

Answer. He is a young man who was in the confederate army, and lost his leg at 
^lalvern Hill. He is a republican and a native of that county. 
Question, You say all the other Avitnesses appeared ? 
A7i8W€r. Yes, sir. 

Question. Could there not be any number of witnesses obtained there as to the fact^ 
of the case? 
Answer. Any number, I presume. 

Question. Then why was it necessary to postpone the case simply on the ground of 
the absence of two witnesses ? * 

Answer, 1 presume it was on account of some testimony which Mr. Brown could give 
in reference to this matter, and that no one else could give ; I presume so ; I do not 
know. 

Question. Is there any difficulty at all in trying these rioters in the court at Mobile V 
Answer, I think not. 

Question. Or executing any decree of the court ? 
Ansue7\ None whatever, I think. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Then the trial was not pnt off on account of the absence of witnesses 
generally, but simply because of the absence of two witnesses ? 
Anstccr. I think so. » 

By the Chairm^vn : 

Question. 1 understand you to say that it is your impression if things are left to time 
and the operation of the laws now in existence, the strong probability is that there 
will be no further disturbance in your State ? 

Answer. That is my impression f I hope for that ; I think they are all tired of these 
things ; I know I am. 

Question, When you say that, are we to understand you to mean that men can go on"" 
now and express their political sentiments there as freely as at any time heretofore, 
without being called to account for it, or without incurring any danger of violence ? 

Answer, No, sir, I do not mean that. I do not think any man could go there and 
make a republican speech Avithout there being a riot. 

Question, Then does the future peace and security of the State depend upon republi- 
cans suppressing their sentiments and keeping entirely quiet ? 

Answer, I think that has a great deal to do with it. I will explain more fully what 
I mean. There wnll be no election there in the State for nearly two years. I think the • 
])atient wants rest. I think if we just keep the military away from there and let 
things alone as they are for the present, the people Avill probably see that it is better 
to have peace and order all over the country ; and I think that is what they intend to 
do J at least I hope so. 
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By Mr. Coburx : 

QKestlon. Do you mean to say that tbo quiet of the country depeuds upon not arrest- 
ing these ofientiers and not talking politics ? 

Answt)'. I think that has a great deal to do with it. These men have already been 
arrested and carried to Mobile. 

Qnestwu. You mean that the prosecution should not be pressed ? 

An.^irer. Yes, sir. 

Question. It depends upon those conditions ? 
Jnsirer, I think so. 

Quention. In your opinion, what evil would result from the detection, trial, and con- 
viction of the perpetrators of these political outrages ? 

By Mr. Blaih : 

QncstioiL I thought you expressed the ojiinion that general amnesty would do mor-:; 
to (luiet the country than anything else ? 
Anau'cr. 1 think so. 

By Mr. CoBunx : 

Quesiion. I would like to have you answer my fpicstiou. "What evil would result; 
froni the arrest, trial, and conviction of the perpetrators of tliesi' outrages / 

AvHicer. I could not tell you. I have heard men say there that threats liad hvf-n 
made, that if these men were interfered with in Mobile, the witnesses wouUl ])e jKiid 
up in casli account; that was about the expression used. That is, if they went to 
Mobile and these men were convicted and sent to the penitentiary, they were given to 
understand that the witnesses could not live in the country. 

By the CiiAimiAX : 

Qmstiou. Tlien I understand you as saying that the future security of the State 
de])ends upon granting innuunity aiul auniesty to these mi'U who have committed out- 
rages in the past, and ujioii the entire siliMu-e of the republicans in the futun^ ? 

Aiifiinr. I cannot say that. I say that 1 think the ])est cdurse now, as tilings are 
(piiet there, is to let tlieni remain so ; and proliably Ijy the time the n<'xt election c<jnies 
olf, in two y(nirs, republican views may be trdenited there, .and uumi may be aUowed ro 
make speeches wherever tlu'y ])lease ; that is tlu' idea I wish to convey, that they may 
be allowed to exi)ress their sentiments whi'revi'r they i)lease at tlu' expiration (»f that 
time. 

(Jn(st'w)}. Does that convey the i(h'a that thei'e should be no i)roc<U'diugs against tin) 
peipetrators i)f these t)utrages; that they should Im' allowed to go uujiuuished ? 

Aiisinr. 1 do not go that far, because I think tlu' guilty ought to sulfer luniishmeiit. 

(Jncxtion. What would be the result of ])roceedings against them / I do not mean 
that you think that ought not to be done. But 1 wish to knt>w whether 1 am ro 
uiulerstand you as snyiug that if prosecutions are c;uTie<l on against these oiienders 
and they are brought to Justice, the result will be 

^iiiswcr. More trouble in the county ? 

(Jiu'stion. Yes. sir. 

Answer. I think so. 

By Mr. V.vx Tu r:\ir : 

Qnestwu. I understood you to say that you thought there was a general determina- 
tion on the i)art of the people there, except a few roughs, ro have these things stopped. 
Do you mean to say that is U})on th<^ condition that none of these otfenders shall bo 
prosecuted ? 

Ans^wcr. I do not say that. I think the prosecution of these men, the conviction of 
them, and th(^ sending of them to the penitentiary, would stir up a bad feeling in that 
section of the country. 

Quef^t'wu. Do you mean that the public opinion there in regard to having peace here- 
after is based upon the condition that no ]>rosecution should be had against these 
criminals ? 

Answer. I think so. 

Question. Have you any evidence or facts upon which you base that belief ? 

Answer. Xone, except that I believe the general sentiment of the people is in favor of 
having these cases dismissed. 

Question. That might bo the general sentiment and yet not be a condition ? 

Answer. I do not say they make any such bargain ; but I think it would be best ; 
these are my views. 

By Mr. Blair: 

Question. I desire to ask you in reference to the opinion you expressed of general 
amnesty — anmesty for the offenses of the war, I presume you mean ? 
Amicer. Yes, sir. 
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Question. Would it do moro to quiet the country than anything elso f 
Answer, I think so. 

Question. Upon what do you base that opinion ? 

Answer. There are a great many aspiring men in Ah\hania, as there are everywhere 
else. They have been kept down under disabilities. They want to have a chance to 
occupy official positions ; that is something that is in the hnnian heart, it is the senti- 
ment of ambition. These men think if they could get back into C<)n;;ress~in other 
words, they wish to bo placed upon an equality with all the people of the country. 

Question. Is not that a very natural sentimeiit 1 

^?i«rer. I think so. i , 

Question. Is it not a very unnatural thing to hold men responsible for that about 
which they have nothing to say ? 
Answer. They do have something to say. 
Question. How? 

Ansicer. They have a vote ; there is uot a single man disfranchised from voting. 
Question. They are disqualified. 

Answer. From holding office under the Government of the United States. 
Question. And laboring under this disqualification, they are not on an equality with 
their fellow-citizens f 
Anstcer. No, sir. 

Question. Therefore they cannot take any position in politics, and ought not to be 
held resi>onsible for those who may take a position in politics. 

Answer. Do you mean to say that they ought not to be held responsible for outrages ? 

Question. Ought to be held responsible for their own acts, but not to be called upon 
to exert an influence, when they are not allowed to hold a position. 

Answer. I think it is the duty of every citizen of the Government of the United 
States to do what he can to suppress violence in any community in tvhich he lives. 

By Mr. Van Thump : 

Question. Would you not consider the mere right of voting as a very poor compensa- 
tion for a disqualification from holding office? 

Ansicer. I was a major in the confederate army ; I went into the war and fought the 
best I Imew how; I came out and accepted the situation, and I think I can live under 
the Government. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. But you had your disabilities removed ? 
Answer. After I came out of the war. 

Question. And you found yourself in a condition to accei)t office ? 
Answer, No, sir, I did not desire any office. 

Question. I am not asking you as to your desire ; but you found yourself in a condi- 
tion to accept it ? 

Ansxver, I did not ask for the removal of my disabilities ; they were removed under 
a general biU. 

Question. Was there any general bill removing disabilities from the people of 
Alabama ? 

Ansiver. There was a general bill removing disabilities from all persons in Alabama 
who took part in framing the convention under the reconstruction acts. 
Question. Removing the disabilities from certain persons ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And you were among that number ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. ' 
By the Chairmax: 

Question. Is it the opinion of those men who are disqualified by the eonstitutioiial 
amendments that their disqualifications can best be removed by disrcfjardiuic the 
rightsof other people? ^ o o 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not say that. 

(?MC8<jon. How do you connect these iiroceedings, then, with the existence of those 
disqualifications? 

Answer. I think the people of the State desire these disqualifications removed. 
Question. Those who were under disabilities ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. 1)0 not the mass of people of the State desire that to bo done ? 

Ansicer. 0{ course they do ; Ido not think there is anybody in the State of Alabama 
01 any party opposed to the removal of poUtical disabilities : there are but very few, at 
any rate. ^ y ^ j > 



ALABAMA. 



23 



By tho CiLilRMAX : 

Question. lias the existeuce of these political disabilities anything to do with the 
causing of these outrages ? 
Ansu'er. I think it has. 

(Jucsthn. Do you mean that the men laboring under those disqualifications prompt 
these outrages as a means of bringing about amnesty to tlu'm!?elvt*s ^ 
Anm'cr, Xoj sir. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question, You mean that if their disabilities were removed they would exert an 
intiueliee which they do not now feel called upon to exert ? 

An.'iivcr. I think if these men were relieved from their disabilities they would make 
better citizens of the Government than they are with the disabilities resting upon them, 
because they would then feel that they were upon a political equality with all their 
fellow-citizens. 

Ijv ^Ir. Van Trump : 

Question. And they feel it particularly severely when the colored race is put over 
them politically ? 

Answer. I think they have had a great deal to do with that thing themselves. 
Questio)t. Originally they had ? 

Answer. They refused to have offices under the Government, and allowed these men 
to come in and take them, and now they are nuid because they cannot get them. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Do you mean to say that if conviction were had upon tho testimony of wit- 
nesses, and punishment shotdd follow the conviction, the friends of those ctmvicted 
would retalinte upon the witm^sses, and in that way ])roduce (li.stur])anc('s / 

Answer. I can only say what I havo heard, and that is that the rumor in the country 
generally is that if men go before that court and testify in l egard to these riot<^rs, and 
they are" convicted, vengeance would be wreaked upon witnesses. 1 jnilge that from 
the very fact that ^Ir. Cockrell did go there as a witness, aiul was beaten as soon as he 
returned, and nearly killed. 

Question. With sueh a sentiment existing in the comunniity as that, is not the pro- 
gress of justice retarded ? 

Answer. 1 think so. 

Question. That apjdies to these political offenses ; I understand you to say it does not 
apply to ordinary olfenses, such as assault and battery, *\;c. 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Could a republican meeting be held in Eutaw for the discussion of political 
questions in quiet ? 
Answer. I think not. 

Question. If an election should be ordered by your legislature for any pui7)ose, within 
the next six months, and a canvass should begin, is^it likely that the jjresent state of 
quiet would continue ? 

Answer. You could not get a man to be a candidate on tho republican side of the 
question in Greene County. 

Question. He would be afraid ? 

Answer. Of course he would. 

Question. And your hope is that the two years without an election will work a cliaugt* 
»in xniblic sentiment ? 

Answer. That is my opinion. 

Question. That is, if all that is past shall be allowed to rest, and nobody be punished 
for it ? 
Answer. I think so. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. You say that this man Cockrell was beaten because he went down to Mo- 
bile as a witness ? 
Answer. That is the general impression in the county. 

Question. There was an examination here last winter, and some seventy or eighty 
witnesses were examined before this eommitt(M\ There was an examination of wit- 
nesses in regard to Tennessee a year or two ago in Congress. I believe there has been 
i'ov the last four years a sort ofV'hronie examination of witnesses about atfairs in the 
Southern States. Now, have you e^ cr heard of any other witness but Cockrell being 
injured for testimony that he has given { 

Answer. For testimony that he has given before Congress F 

Question. Did you ever hear of any witness in any examination that, has taken plaec 
while you were in Congress — I suppose there must have been four or live hundred wit- 
nesses altogether — have you heard of any one of them being injured / 

Answer. There were none of them from my ferate ; I have never heard of any being 
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interfered with in North Caroliua, or in any other State from whence witnesses Lave 
been summoned here. 

Question. Do yon not know that there was a great point made in both Houses of Cou- 
*;ress hist year, and great apprehension expressed by Senators and Representatives that 
onr proceedings should bo kept secret lest these witnesses should be disturbed ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That pretext was set up ? • 

Answer. .Yes, sir. 

Question. You recollect that f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Now, the testimony has been published by the authority of Congress, and 
it has goue back home where these witnesses live. Have you ever heard of any wit- 
ness being disturbed for what he has testilied to ? 

. Answer. I have never heard of it ; I have not paid any particular attention to North 
Carolina. 

Question. And this is the solitary case of a witness being disturbed? 
Answer, Tliis happened but shortly since. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. I understand you to say that the bare fact of a witness coming into court 
and testifying would not call retaliation upon him; but if the olfender should be con- 
victed and punished upon that testimony, then retaliation would follow? 

Answer. That is my opinion. 

Question. The mere investigation would not call retaliation upon a witness, while 
the punishment of the offender would ? 

Answo'. Yes, sir ; and the simple fact that Cockrell went to Mobile as a witness, 
although he gave no testimony, brought down upon him a sound beating as soon as he 
got back. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. How do you know that ? 
Answer. I judge so from what I have heard. 

Question. You do not know that from your own knowledge — you do not know that he 
was beaten from your own knowledge ? 

Answer. No, sir; but it is generally conceded by every one there, democrats and 
republicans. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Have you ever heard it denied ? 
Ansiccr. No, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 
Question. Are you a practicing attorney ? 
Answer. No, sir; I am a planter. 

Question. Have you never heard, in regard to cases in courts, of witnesses havin<r 
been maltreated and injured for the testimony they have given ? 

Ansiccr' No, sir ; I think not. I am a planter by occupation, and have had verv little 
to do with law. x ; j 

By Mr. Ste\t:nson : 
Question. I underetand you to say that you are a native of Alabama? 
Ansxca: Yes, sir; I was born and raised within a mile of where I-now live. . ' 

Question. You were in the confederate army ? i 
Answer. I was. 

Question. Did you hold any office before the war ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Then you were really under no disabilities? 
Answer. No, sir. 

.v.iiT.i^^: it stated here in the "Congressional Directory" that the vote in your < 

nent',"lG,540Tis ''''''''' ^'^^ ^^^^^^^^^ ''^^'^> ^PPO' ^ 

iTZ'L ^xv'lV """'^ «iajority at the election before that was about 16,000. 
Question. Was there a full vote at the election in 1868 ? 
Answer. I do not think there was. 

Anm-!^^^^^^^ ^'^^^"^ s^^^ ^^^^ elections ? 

vote a «ll l^fo rl^ n^^^^^^^ ^''^^^ ^ g^^^t ^^any there would not 

leAl fn the lvZn7A!f P'^t^ "^^^^'^^'J ^'^^ their candidate one\vho had been a 
Wn In li 1^ ""J ""^^^^ people would uot voto for him. I had 

JSmaS^Xf^^^^^^ ^^^^"^"^^ ' ----^-^ ^ythe republicans, a 

Question. The Eutaw riot occurred during the last election ? 
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Answer. Yes, sir. I know that a republican speech was not made in Pickens County. 
I think Senat<tr Warner made a vspeech of about half an hour in Tuscaloosa County. I 
think no republican speech was made in Bibb County. I think Governor Smith made 
a speech in Shelby County. The counties of Tuscaloosa and Pickens were not can- 
vassed, for the simple reason that we could not canvass them. 

Question. How was the vote in tho^e counties? 

Jntiwer. It was a xevy large democratic vote. 

(^)U'fiiion, Was there much change from the republican to the democratic side f 
J))Sivc)\ I think there were 168 republican votes given in all Pickens County; while 
at th(^ I'ist election I carried it by about 400 votes. 

(Jnt'sUon. You carried CTreene County in 18(58 by a large majority ? 

AnHU'i}\ Yes, sir; about 2,200. 

Question. And in 1870 it went democratic ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do the democrats there still express their political sentiments; do they still 
electioui^er freely ? 

Answer. Of course they do. 



Washington, D. C, June 3, 1871. 
Hon. WILLARD WARNER sworn and examined. 

By the CiiAuniAX : 
Question. In what part of the State of Alabama do you reside ? 
Ansivcr. 1 reside at Montgomery, the capital of the State. 

Que^'tion. Have you within the last year or two been through any considerable por- 
tion of that State f If so, will you go on and giv(^ us the facts that have come under 
your ol)sc'rvation so far as they relate to the execution of the laws, and tlic saf«*ty oi 
tlie lives and i)roperty of the citizens of the State f 

Answer. 1 have within the past year been ju'elty generally over the State. During 
the eam])aign of last fall I was through the whoh^ of the uorthiu-n and middle icgion ^ 
of the State. I was in some twenty-live or thirty counties of the State. At other 
times 1 hav(^ been all over the State. I believe 1 have l>een in eveiy county in the 
State. Your questimi is a very general one, and somewhat dilhcult to auswer. 

Question. You say that during the last year you were through the western and UiU'th- 
ern cijunties of the State ? 

Answer. The western, northern, and middle counties. I was in Selma, TaUadega. 
Huutsville, Decatur, Tuscumbia, FlonMice, Moulton, Courtland, Demopolis, Li\ iiigston, 
Eutaw, Tuscaloosa, .and other important towns. 

QneatioM. If, during that time, any facts came under your observation wliich will 
throw light upon the cpiestion I have juit to you concerning the execution of the laws 
and the security of life and property, please state what they are. 

Answer. I will say, generalh^, that uj) to about the 2()th of October last the canvass, 
so far as I was engaged in it or saw it, was a very (juiet and i)eaceable one. 1 sa^^ 
nothing during my canvass in Xortli Alabama but what was peaceable and <]uiet. In 
all that region of country, although many of the ])lac-es I then visited for the lirst time, 
I was treated with as much courtesy as I could (\\pect or wish. The meetings were all 
quiet and })eaceable; at most of them we had discus^sions ; we invited discussion al- 
ways. I was canvassing, of course, as a republican, and for the republican State ticket. 
I was accompanied part of the time by Judge Rice, and part of the time by ( Jovernor 
Smith — sometimes by both. We everywhere invited discussion ; we invited our demo- 
cratic friends to bring forward their representative men, such as they would ])e resi)ons- 
ible for, to discuss the issues before the peopl(\ At very many places they did so, and 
the discussions in the meetings were all friendly and kind, with nothing m<u-e of sharp- 
ness or acerbity than one would witness in any Xorthern State, or sometimes here in 
Congress. Until I reached Demopolis I saw no exhibition of violence or of unusual 
feeling. When I reached Demoi)olis 1 made a speech there to a very (piiet audience. 
After the meeting was over, as I was passing from the stand across the street, a gen- 
tleman whose name I do not recollect, a lawyer there and a democrat, wluun I had 
met and been introduced to in the morning, and with whom I had had a very pleasant 
conversation, mounted on a box at the corner of a store, or on a i^orch, and called to 
m<* by name to stop and hear him make a democratic speech. I replied, Certainly, 1 
v.'ill be very glad to hear you." He hatl his hat on, and iK'gan by saying that he (lid 
not tak(? olfhis hat to anybody except to his God and to the legitimate governor of the 
State ; that he did not take it'otfto his carpet-bag and scalawag inferiors. I thought 
that was not a very mild response to my acceptance of his invitation to stop and listen 
to him ; but I did not take any notice of it, and started to pass on. One of the party 
who was with me, the rexjubli'can senator from that county, at once made a pretty tart 
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rcplv and there seemed to he a chance for a difficulty. I said to him that he had bet- 
ter take 110 notice of it, hut pass along. There was nothing more occurred there. We 
went over to Livingston, in Sumter County, in the western part of Alabama; that is, 
(iovernor Smith, ex-Governor Parsons, and myself. We went to the court-house there 
:in<l held a meeting. Governor Smith spoke first. He was a great deal interrupted, 
and a great many insulting remarks were made, but no violence was done him, how- 
over. He spoke from the door of the court-house. While he was speaking, a man 
came up and stood by him a portion of the time with a large knife in his hand, drawn. 
Other men came in with revolvers on their persons. One man in particular several 
times passed out by him, and pushed out through the crowd in front of him, although 
there were other doors of the court-house open through which he could have gone, lie 
came in in the same way, very much to the interruption of the governor; he walked up 
to" him while speaking, and took up the glass of water which was on the stand, and 
asked him if he did not want a drink of water. The man who stood in the doorway 
opposite the governor had a very large pocket dirk-knife in his hand, which he held 
in a brandishing way; part of the time he held it behind his back. I watched him 
closely, as I thought he was perhaps in liquor, and might attempt violence. I moved 
my chair up close to him, so as to be within reach of him, and gave him to understand 
that I was watching him. He then moved across on the other side of the hall and s.at 
down. I walked across the hall, intending to give him to understand that I was 
watching his movements. I took out a cigar and asked him for a match, which he 
gave me, Du-ectly two or three more men came in inmiediately behind the governor, 
and sat there, armed with revolvers in sight, and interrupted him by remarks, though 
they did not offer any violence. I walked back to one of them — the ugliest looking 
customer there — offered him a cigar, and asked him if he had a match. Ho took the 
cigar, gave mo a match, and after awhile sauntered out. After Governor Smith got 
through. Governor Parsons followed. Ho was interrupted a great deal, but no violence 
was ottered to him. I spoke after him, and was not insulted or interrupted. It began 
to rain, and we adjourned the meeting and went over to the hotel. After we had been 
there a little while four or five young men came over and inquired for Burton, the re- 
publican candidate for lieutenant governor, who was with us. One man walked up to 
him and wanted to know if ho was the editor of the Deniopolis Republican, and he 
answered that he was. It was evident, from the man's manner, that he was in liquor, 
and intended some violence ; his comrades there seemed to understand that. I stepi)ed 
up by the side of Burton, when a comrade of the man — I was told that his name was 
Reno — came up and took him away. Burton then went into the house, and went up 
stairs. I went into a lower room — the office or reception-room of the tavern. Perhaps 
twenty of these young men came in after me. I remained there alone with them, for 
Governor Smith, Governor Parsons, and Mr, Burton had gone up stairs. I remained 
with them some time. They made some slight remarks, and I walked around among 
them and looked at them. They said that they thought candidates ought to treat. 
Finally they dropped out one by one, and went off. After awhile four or five came , 
back, and again inquired for Burton. The landlady came up stairs and said that some 
men wanted to see Mr. Burton. She was crying, and said, I hope you will not go • 
down ; I think they want to kill you, or doyou some violence ; they are in liquor, and 
I wish you would not go down." I said to Burton, " You stay here, and I will go down 
and see them." The landlady said, " No ; if anybody goes down there Avill be trouble," 
She said that she would tell them that Burton was not there. Finally the young men' 
went oft\ I was unarmed ; my usual habit is to go unarmed. I asked Burton if he,, 
was armed, for I was satisfied that they meant violence to him. He said he had a cou- . 
plo of Derringers in his pocket. I said to him, " They may assault you as we go to the * 
depot ; you had better give me one of them." He did so, and I put it in my pocket.^ 
Toward evening wo went to the depot without being disturbed at all. From there we 
went over to Eutaw, in Greene County. Governor Smith, Governor Parsons, and my- 
self were advertised to speak there at a republican meeting. The next morniug wc 
saw posters calling a democratic meeting for the same day, announcing that several of 
the leading men of the State, the democratic candidate for governor, the chairman of 
the State committee, I think ex-Governor Watts, and I think one or two others of the; 
leading men, would speak there. I knew very well that they were not there, but were 
engaged elsewhere ; that it was impossible for them to be there. I told several of niy 
friends that that was unfortunate ; that it was a very significant fact that they should 
call a democratic meeting on the same day with the republican meeting in a county 
like that, and in the then excited state of public feeling. I said I thought it was in- 
tended to make difHculty, or if not intended, that that would be the etfect of it. I 
expressed that same opinion to the sheriff, and said that I thought no prudent, well- 
meaning man, however devoted to his party he might be, would call opposing political 
meetings in a county like Greene upon the same day. I noticed by the posters that 
the democrats Irom all the adjoining counties were invited to come in. But Governor 
Smith sent for the sheriff and for General Crawford, who was in Qommandof the troops 
in the State. The State was made into a military district, and General CraAvford was 
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in command of the district^ and was tliere iii Eutaw at the time. The governor, the 
bherilf, Gc^iieral Crawford, and myself had au interview together. Some of the older 
citizens, lik(^ Judge Miller, who was before the committee yesterday', and Governor 
Parsons, who knew the peoj^le there very well, stated that there was going to be difii- 
ciilty. I replied that I hoped not. They said they knew the people better than I did ; 
that there Avas a riot in contemplation there ; that the intention was to break up our 
]neeting. We expressed these fears to the sheriff. He said there were a great many 
young men there, and that they had been drinking. I noticed, as I walked abe-nt, a large 
number of young men all armed, most of them showing re^^olvers in plain sight ; tlit y 
were gathered about the saloons. The sheriff said that he could keep the peace. Gov- 
ernor Smith asked him if he wanted the troops to assist him ; there was one comi>any 
of United States troops, under the command of Major Lt^ghton, encamped in the out- 
skirts of the town. The sheriff said he did not want them to assist him. Some one of 
the party said that there wxre evident indications of a disposition to m.-^ke trouble 
there that day, and asked the sheriff if he had not better have the troops. The sheriff 
said, Xo ; the bringing of the troops in here might be construed into a provocation-r 
might irritate the people; keep the troops out of sight, and I will be responsil)le for 
the ])eace. I will keep it, or die in the attemi)t that was his language. I have a 
hundred men here that I have sworn in as deputy sheriffs; they are sol)er men. and I 
can depend upon them." It was evident from his conversation', from the fact that he 
had sworn in a hundred men, that he himself was ai)i)rel!ensive of difliculty. It was 
de( idi'd not to bring in the troops. We then concluded to invite the democrats to a 
discussion. A coumiittee was appointed to wait upon their leading men, iuA'itiug 
ii iendly discussion. Judge Miller, Congressman Hays, and S. W. Cockrell were desig- 
nated as our committee. 

The CiiAiR.MAX. We have had a pretty full statement from Judge ^Miller in referenco 
to that invitation. 

Tht^ Witness. I have here the original note of invitation, together with the reply 
from the democratic conunittee. 
The CiiAiKMAX. You can go on and state it. 

The Witness. The invitation, signed by Judge Miller, Mr. Hays, and ^Ir. Cockrell, 
was as follows : 

Ei'TAW, Octchcr 25, A. D. 1870. 

•■ To the President of the IDemoeraiic CJuh : 

" We propose to appoint a connnittee of two to meet a c(mimittee of two from your 
party, to arrange the terms of discussion for the day, to meet immediatt?l;^ at the cir- 
cuit clerk's office. 

" w:m. :NnLLEK. 

CHARLES HAYS. 
S. W. COCKUEEL." 

To that invitation the following reply was sent : 

Gentlemen : In answer to your note of this date, we, the committee appointed 
by the president of the Democratic and Conservative Council of Greene County, are 
instructed to say, that we do not consider the questions in the present political canvass 
debatable, either as to men or measures ; and that we, therefore, in behalf of the 
democratic and conservative party of Greene Countv, decline anv discussion whatever. 

^^'J. J. JOLLY, 
^'J. G. FIERCE, 

^' Committee. 

EuTAW, Octoher 25, 1870.'^ 

Receiving that reply, we then proceeded to the court-house. The democrats had 
organized their meeting on one side of the court-house, speaking from a stile there 
Avas there. Upon consultation with the sheriff" of the county, who was a democrat, 
we concluded to go to the other side of the court-house, entirely out of their way, and 
organize our meeting. I suggested to the sheriff" that he had better clear the court- 
house, and either guard or 'close all the doors but that from which we spoke. I was 
really apprehensive of difficulty, of danger, of extreme violence. He said he would clear 
the court-house and give us possession of it, and let ns speak from the doors, so that 
Ave would be in no danger excei)t from the front. He failed or was unal)le to do so. 
A party of these young men Avere in the court-house, and he could not or Avould not 
clear them out. These young men were about us and urging us to !?[)eak. They 
seemed to think that Ave Avould abandon the meeting. They got around me and said, 

Go on, General, and speak." We set a table out in front of the vdndow ot tlu^ ohice 
of the cii-cuit clerk. Captain Smith, Avho was a friend. We told him to lock his door 
and keep it locked, and to stay insidt^, so that v.'hateA'cr danger there should be Avould 
be in front. I got upon the "^little table (it Avas about three feet square) aud com- 
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menced speaking. I spoke, I suppose, for an hour. I made, I think, such a speech 
as I always make— kind, conciliatory, with nothing in it that would give of- 
fense to any one. I was interrupted a great deal, and insulted niauy times. 
And hero allow mo to say that the town of Eutaw is the oiily .place in the State where I 
have hei}u seriously intenupted or iusulted. Except there, I never received a personal 
insult in the State ; in fact, I never had an individual come up to me and make insulting 
remarks at any other place. I never was inten^upted in a meeting in any other place in 
the State except hv some drunken man on the outskirts of the crowd, who might cry 
out, That is a dainned lie," or something of that sort. But hero there were about 2,000 
men, I suppose j of that number I suppose 1,800 were colored men. Perhaps 10 or 15 
of tlie wiiites were republicans, aud the rest of them were democrats, mostly young 
men, aud all armed ; you could see the arms on most of them. They gathered on the 
rio-ht aud left of the stand, at the corners of the court-house, and made a great deal of 
iii"erru])tion, so that it was very difficult for me to speak. I kept my temper, however, 
and finally concluded my remarks. While I was speaking one of these young men 
climbed up on the table beside me, sat in the window right behind my back, almost 
touching me, and, fmally, got iuto Captain Smith's room. I felt quite apprehensive 
during the time I was speaking that some of these men might attempt some violence ; 
but no violence was ottered. After I got through Governor Parsons spoke; he was 
treated in about the same way. He made a very kind speech ; I remember that he ex- 
tolled General Lee very highly. After he got through, the white men there, the demo- 
crats, made a call for Hays, who is the member of Congress from that district aud 
lives in that county. He was present with his little child live or six years old. It had 
l)reviously beeu understood between ]Mr, Iljiys and myself that he should not speak, as 
the feeling against him in the county was stronger than against any of the rest of us ; 
ho said he did not desire to speak. But when Governor Parsons got off the stand, a 
number of the young men, democrats, called out for Hays by a general shout. I said to 
Hays — I do not know that he heard me, there was so much noise — ^'Do not get up 
there." He got uj) on the stand ; I was sitting with my hand resting on the little 
table ; he said afterward that he got up there simply to thank them and to adjourn the 
meeting. When he got up there these youug men raised a tremendous ho\ji, almost 
deafening. He stood there, with his hat behind him in his hand, perhaps half a minute, 
waiting for the howling to subside. The republicans, the colored men, were standing 
still, not saying a word. I sat inside on the table. Suddenly a man standing there 
reached up and caught Mr. Hays by the arm or by the coat and jerked him violently, 
either pulling him off the table or obliging him, perhaps, to jump off the table to save 
himself from falling. Thereupon the sheriff seized the man, caught him by the 
shoulders, aud took him rather violently into the court-house hall, as I thought in good 
faith. As he went into the court-house these white young men disappeared from both 
side* of the stand; those on the left ran into the hall, and those on the right ran into 
the court-house ; I thought at the time it was for the purpose of rescuing this man. 
But within a moment shots were fired ; perhaps it was hardly a moment before the 
first shot was fired. I heard them from the left, just over my shoulder from the window. ' 
The table was standing by the window ; the shots were fired just over my shoulder. I , 
had not got out of my seat, but turned around and saw a man come out of the court- 
house hall aud level a pistol at the negroes, who had turned aud fied at the first lire. 
Ho fired aud cocked and fired again, at a distance perhaps of fifteen feet from the 
negroes. I caught up the papers in my hands and walked very deliberately to the' 
wght, in order to get out of the way of the firing. There came around from the right- ^ 
hand side of the court-house a pretty good line of men, thirty or forty, I should ' 
think. They came around all together, and formed a tolerable line across from ] 
the comer of the court-house to the fence, and commenced firing on the negroes,^ 
who had broken down the court-house fence aud were fleeing away as fast as they 
could. These men cocked their revolvers and fired upon them an rapidly as they 
could. I looked at them for a moment, and then w^alked up to them as they were 
firing. I saw some colored men falling on the grass and then scrambling up and 
moving off. I walked up to these men aud held up my hand in a deprecating manner, 
aud said, "For God's sake, stop this." One of them who was nearest to me turned- 
around and cast a kind of detiaut but yet somewhat surprised look at me. One of* 
them leveled his pistol upon us. Governor Parsons, Jklr. Brown, and myself; ho was 
standing about the length of this table distant from us. He leveled his pistol at Gov- 
ernor Parsons. The Governor said, For God's sake don't shoot at me; I have done 
you no harm." The crowd stopped firing and turned their attention to us. Just at 
that instant the sheriff came around with his arms spread out and said, "Stop this; 
stop this !" TJio man stopped for a mOment and seemed to be deliberating whether he 
should shoot Parsons. Ho then saw Mr. Hays on my right; turning a little to one 
side to avoid me, ho threw his pistol down upon Hays and Mr. Brown, who were both 
together, and tried to shoot them. They both sprang behiud me ; I ^aw them getting 
behind mo, aud squatting on the ground to avoid his fire. By that time the negroes 
had beeu driven out of the court-house yard and across the street, where they had 
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Stopped and turned, and be<?an to fire back ; a few -were firing back. Just at that 
iDomont I beard somebody call out, Boys, bold your fire !" Tbe firing then ceased. I 
start(Hl and wallvcd out through the crowd right among them. I sup])ose there were 
forty or iifty of them all standing there with their revolvers iu their hands, smoking, 
as they had been firing. 

Qucsiiou. Did you understand that cry to be addressed to the negroes or to the white 
men ? 

Aiisivcr. To the white men ; the negroes were too far oft'; it was addressed to the 
thirty (»r forty white men in the court-house yard. He cried out, Boys, hold your 
fire." I walked out "through the crowd deliberately. Just as I was getting out of tlie 
crowd somebody from behind struck at me and knocked my hat oil"; I just fi^lt tlie 
blow on my head, but I could not tell who it was, for when I turned around his hands 
were dropx)ed, whoever it was. I guess it was pretty lucky I did not know, for the 
bk)W aroused UK^ a great deal and I am afraid I should have lost my se]f-poss(\ssion. I 
turned around to pick u]) my hat. when another man kicked it ; then anotlier kicked 
it : and then the wliole t rowd one after another played foot-hall with it, and kicked it 
across the yard. I started back to get it, when a man by the name of Dunlnp, a dem- 
<K'rat, who seeuKnl to be in accord with tlu^. party there, walked u]> to nu^ and took me 
by tile arm iu a tVii^UiUy sort of way, and said, "General, you had l^etter get away from 
here, or you will get hurt.*' X said, I want my liat first.'' I turned back to get it, 
when somebody ])rought it to me. Dunlap walked by my side half way across the 
street, and then left me, and I went to the hotel. In a few moments I saw the troops 
come on to thci ground. However, before I got to the hotel, as I walked across the 
street, I heard a man say, I s!iw him. " Boys, form a line across the street." Th(}.Y 
turned and formed a line across the street at right angles to the imi)romptn line which 
thry had formed when they first fired on the negroes, .lust as I got to the hotel the 
troops came uj) between tln^ negroes and these men who wer(^ firing, and there the 
matter stop]»ed. That was all that I saw of the afiair myself, exce])ting that as avo 
were walking away from the hotel to go down the strec^t with I\Ir. Cockreli for llie ])ur- 
i)0se of staying at his house that night, I saw some negioes hauling a\v;iy a wounded 
man on a dray. That is, 1 saw ou(^ man within the shalts of the dray, and tlK-re was a 
wounded man lying on the dray, which this man vras pulling down the street. 1 was 
walking down with ( Jovernor Smith and Governor Parsons. I stc^pi^edout inio llie sli'eet 
and asked the man Avhat was the matter; he said the man had Ixm'u shot in t lie riot. I saw 
a bullet-hole in his thigh; his thigh Avas broken. 1 asked him if he conld not get any- 
body to take him away ; lu' said no, that all were afraid to hel]). 1 gave him slo, and 
told him to send for a i)hysician and to liire somelxxly to help him olf. AVe then went 
down and staid all night with Mi'. Cockrell. We left in the morning and look tiie train 
at r^ o'clock to go down to York, on the Selma and Meridian l^aihxuid, intending to go 
Ijack to Selma. We had been advertised to S])eak at Tuscaloosa (*u the second day 
afterward ; but we had all concluded that it would be very dangerous to go there ; that 
it would be at the most inmiinent risk of our liA cs to do so, and that we had better not 
go. 1 adhered to the idea of going for awhile, but they finally prevailed ujion me to 
give it up, and I Avent Avith them as far as York staticm. When T got down there I 
changed my mind, and told them I Avas going back to Tuscaloosa Avhatev(;r the conse- 
<iuences might be. I Aveut back alone ; none of our party Avent Avitb me. I AA cnt back 
to EutaAv the day after the riot, and took dinncn* there. 1 saAV this man Dunlaj) sitting 
across the street in front of a saloon, and recognized him as tlie man Avho had come up 
to me the day before. I Avalked over to him and asked him if his name Avas Dnnlap. 
lie said it Avas. I said, You came up to me yesterday and took my arm and asked 
me to come aAA^ay."' He said, ''Y'es," and seemed to be sonu-AA hat surprised. I said, 
"I recognized that as a friendly act, and I Avant to ackoAvledge it as such." lie said, 
''You Avere in great danger.'^ I said, " I suppose you thonglit so ; at any rate I recog- 
nize it as a friendly act, and want to thank you for it." I Aveut to Tuscaloosa and avc 
held a A ery quiet meeting there the next day. 

Quesilon. How many persons Avere Avounded at that EutaAV meeting? 

Auswer. We have no means of knowing ; the croAA'd scattered at once and the 
Avounded men were carried ofi:\ I haA'e no means of kuoAviug certainly; I only know 
what I liaAc heard from others. Mr. Hays has told me that from the best information 
he could get, picking information from negroes and others there, tlun^e Avere some 
fiity-foiu' Avounded, of AA'hom some three or four, I think he said» had since died. This 
man whom I saAv Avith his thigh broken I understand alterAvards died. 

Qaesiion. You say you had a peaceful meeting at Tuscaloosa ? 

An8iv€i\ Yes, sir." J may say here that tAvo years before I had been at this same toAvu 
of EutaAA', and had been preA'cuted by a mob from speaking. I began making a A^ery 
quiet speech upon old Avhig points, and was interrupted hy a lot of arnu^l m. n in my 
front, Avho said that no damned Yankee should si>eak there. One man said, *'God 
damn him, his coat-tail is too short ; " another man swore that no man Avho woi'e a jilng 
hat should speak in EutaAV ; another man said that no damned Yankee should s])eak 
there. After trying to reason with them, I finally had to give it up. It Avas the first 
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time I had ever been obliged to yield my freedom of speech, and I felt that I would 
rather bo killed right there ou the stand than to abandon it ; I felt it was very much 
like running away from battle in time of war. Finally I satisfied my own self-respect 
by saying that I was in the hands of tho local committee, and would abide by their 
decision. They agreed to give up the meeting. In Eutaw the mob expressed their 
willino-ness to hear Hays, who was a resident of the county, but said they would not 
hear inc. That was in 1868. I went to Tuscaloosa a day Or two afterwards, and there 
the famous Kyland Randolph, who was tho editor of a celebrated paper there, with 
some others, iutennipted Hays while he was trying to speak, and prevented him from 
doin«^ so. They said they were willing I should speak, for they did not expect any- 
thing better from me than to be a republican j but for a native Southern man to be a 
republican was more than they would stand. I declined to speak unless they would 
let Hays speak also. Some of the citizens, among others the president of the Seymour 
and Blair club, came to mo and said, " Our people want to hear you speak." William 
II, Smith, who was at one time a member of Congress, and Mi\ Jamison, both came to 
me and said, We want you to speak here 5 you can do so." I will say that while they 
were interrupting Mr. Hays this president of tho Seymour and Blair club got up and 
appealed to tho mob to let ]Mr. Hays speak. He said, " He has a right to speak ; you 
are doing your cause more harm by acting in this way than he can do it." But they 
would not allow him to speak. They came to me to speak, for they did not want it to 
go abroad that a United States Senator could not speak there. I said to them, " This 
mob is as much youi* master as it is mine ; you cannot control it. If you will get up 
here and say that' I have as much right to speak as you have, that 3'ou will stand by 
me, and that the man who insults me insults you, I will speak." They would not take 
that stand. Finally, however, I said I would speak if Mr. Hays had no objection ; but 
the sheriff of the county sent up word not to speak, for they would kill me on the 
stand, and I finally gave it up. The last time I went over there I was alone, and spoke 
for perhaps two and a half or three hom-s. Mr. Randolph was there at that time, and 
some twenty or thirty leading democrats, who remained there most of tho time, and 
listened attentively to my speech. ^Iv. Randolph remained there a part of the time, 
and listened very attentively to me. After that, during the remainder of the canvass, 
so far as I saw, it was very quiet. 

Qu€8iio)u Was this the only portion of the State of Alabama in w^hich persons were 
not free to express their j^olitical sentiments on either side, let them be what they 
may ? 

Answer. I may say that I never have been interfered with at any point except Eutaw. 
I have canvassed the State three times, and have never been interfered with at any 
other place. But there arc a great many counties in the State, and always have been, 
where it has been regarded that any republican coming there to make speeches does it 
at personal peril. I think now that any man — any republican — who should go into 
the counties of Greene, Sumter, Choctaw, Pickens, Fayette, or Washington to make a 
republican speech would do it at great i^ersonal risk of his life. 

Question, Upon what do you base that belief? 

Answer. From personal observations in Greene County, in Sumter County, and in 
Pickens County, of the temper of the people there ; from the many outrages which I 
am satisfied from the testimony of others have been committed ; from the tone and 
temper of the papers published in those districts ; and from the uixiform testimony of 
republicans who have been in those counties, and who live in them. 

Question, Does that result fiom the general intolerance of republican sentiment 
among the mass of the people, or is it because of the fact to which you alluded in 
reference to Tuscaloosa — the inability to control the mob element in those counties ? 

Answer. I think the newspaper editors and the democratic j)oliticians are mainly re- 
sponsible for the extremely bitter and intolerant feeling which prevails toward repub- 
licans in the State ; and that out of the feeling which grows from their bitter news- 
paper articles and their inllaminatory speeches on the stump and in conversation, flow 
these acts of violence. I think that in Greene County— which, as I am perfectly satis- 
fied, is entirely under the control of the mob, where the law is as powerless as it possi- 
bly can be to punish anybody for offenses of this character — I think that even in that 
county there is a large body, perhaps not ^ majority, though possibly there may be a 
majority, of the solid people of the county who disapprove of these things, and would 
be glad to see the law rigorously enforced and these desperadoes brought to punish- 
ment. But they are as much afraid of the mob as we are. Many of their men, men 
of character, will sit down and talk with me, and deplore all this. They will some- 
times warn republicans of danger and say, "Don't use my name ; my life would not be 
worth a cent if I were known in this matter." They are afraid of tho vengeance of 
the mob, and they arc afraid to take any steps to put it down. The bitterness of their 
utterances is pretty well illustrated by a little incident that occurred on the cars one 
day as I was traveling. A young lawyer of Shelby County, a man of ability and edu- 
cation, whom I had met, came and sat down by me. He expressed a feeling of kind- 
ness to me personally, but speaking of Governor Parsons, ho said, "Damn him j he 
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ouf^ht to be liung," I said to him. ''See here, young man, yon have character and po- 
siticni and o£dcc in your county ; you do not believe what yon have just t^aid, and yon 
would not l)e one of a party to han«^ Governor Parsons ; but you make that remark, 
and the mob. when they get drunk, go and carry it into execution ; that is the way tlie 
thing is done." He replied, '' I know that is wrong." Now' that is a fair illustration 
of it. I will give you another one. I lieard the chairman of the democratic >State 
committee last fall, when Governor Smith was making a perfectly legal contest for his 
place as governor, and thought he was in danger and called for some trooi)s, I heard 
the chairman of the State committee, who was a man of ability and a lawyer, say, in 
a speech which he made right under my vrindow at the hotel, ''Governor Smith is in 
no danger ; he need not call for the troops, but he knows he ought to be kill('<l. and 
therefore he is afraid." Noav, when leaders make such remarks as those, the mob, when 
they are inflamed with liquor, will carry them into execution and think they are doing 
right. 

QH(i<t'wn. Have there been any ])roseentions in any of these counties, of which you 
have spoken, against persons for offenses of this character ? 

Jnsirer. I do not know that there has ever been a man indicted for it. An attem])t 
was made in Greene County to lind out who were the nun'derers of some negroi-s there 
some time ago. The solicitor was very vigilant and earn(»st in his work ; but a band 
of disguised men came to his hotel and killed him, and that was the end of it. 

(>n(stion. You have spoken heiH^ of the proportion of whites to c(d(U"ed })ersons who 
attend* (1 that meeting at Eutaw : I think you said that out of tlu^ two thousand i)er- 
sons present there were eighteen hundred who Avere colored men, and that of the whites 
there were probaldy fifteen or twenty rei>ublieans, while the remaindi-r were demo- 
crats. Does that proportion in regard to party relations ludd among the white and 
colored i)ersons throughout tin* State of Alabama ! 

Answer. We Inixo no nH\'>ns of knowing exactly what is the white vot'^ in the State. 
It has been A'arionsly estimrited. I^ast year we ])oiled for (T()V(>rnoi- Smith. 1 think, 
abont 7^^,00() votes, if 1 rceollcet ariglit: but we have no means of knowing wliat ])ro- 
lK)rtion of them were wliite. There is (piite a ditlerence of opinion abont that. We 
can oidy judge by the number of votes that we ])oll in counties v. here there are no 
color<*d peoph' comparatively, for we eariy Counties tliat are all white, with scarcely 
any negroes. I su[i])Ose that of tho-e 7^,000 votes somewhere between 10,000 and 
]S,000 were cast 1)y whites. 

(Juesfiou. I put the (lucstion to you with the view of following it up with the in- 
quiry whether the hostility <»f this moh element to the negTo race is not an.elenu^nt nl 
theso disturbances, as well as j>olitical hostility ? 

Jnstr^r. I'ndoubtedly : the hostility is largely caused by the fact of n(\groes voting, 
and votnig the republican ticket. 

(Jtft 'jthn. Are the counties named by yon the only ones in the State in which you say 
this insecurity exists in reference to fi-ee discussion 1 

^liisn-cr. Judging by the latest test, the campaign of last fall, I should say that so 
fiir as my knowledge and obseiwation Avent, there v>'as no viohmce (^xcept in the coun- 
ties which I have named, altliough ni some of the southern counties of tlie State every 
republican who goes there feels that he does it at great personal risk. I would say that 
even in a large portion of tlie southern counties it is so. 

(Ju('siio)K Can you name some of those southern counties ? 

Answer, I do not remember all the counties that I havt^ already named over; I might 
enumerate them again. 

Question, You spoke of some of the southern comities. 

Answer. Ive])ublicans Avould generally feel that there was more or less of personal 
danger and risk in going into a portion of Ivussell County, for instance ; into parts ot 
Conecuh and Baldwin Counties: perhaps into scmie others which I do not now remem- 
ber the geograi^hical position of. 

Question. You have spoken once or twice of Demopolis ; is that the name of a 
county? 

Answer. Xo, sir : it is the county seat of Marengo County. 

Question. Have there, within your knowledge, been instances of whippings and 
scourgings of individuals in the State of Alabama arising out of the same causes which 
led to the riot of which you have spoktni ■ 

Answer. I cannot testify to anything of that kind of my own jiersonal knowledge, 
only as I have heard of them. " * 

(Jnesiion. Have there been any such whippings or scourgings in that part of the 
State in which you live, near Montgomery ? 

Answer. Xo, sir; that has always lieen a very peaceable and (piiet region. Mont- 
gouK ry and Autauga County, and the region round about there, during the time I have 
lived there, have been as peaceable and (piiet as any portion of the countiy. I have 
lived as a planter in Montgomery and Autauga Comity for tli<^ last live years, and I 
have always said that I have been treated by my neighbors with as nmch kindness and 
cordiality as I Avould cxpeci: in the State of Ohio or anywhere else. 
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Question. Has your attention been directed to the effect of the riot at Eutaw upon 
the vote of Greene County ? . ^ 

Ansiccr. Yes, sir; we can calculate in regard to the votes of the counties pretty well 
1)V the number of colored men in the county and the number of white men in the county. 
Greene County gave General Grant over 2,000 majority, though I think no large repub- 
lican meetiiigNvas held in the county ; there mny have been some local meetings. Wo 
have about ij,500 majority in the county ; we expected to have 2,r)00 votes there last year. 
Yet the county went democratic, it was reported, by 35 votes. When the report was 
first received nobody believed it ; everybody thought it was not so. And there can be 
110 question among democrats or republicans, among intelligent, candid men, that it 
was owing to violence, very largely to the riot, that voters were intimidated and kept 
away from the polls or led to vote the democratic ticket. I have no sort* of question, 
I think no candid democrat in the county or in the State but wiiat would admit, that 
if every man in Greene County was left free to vote just as he wanted to,.ju8t as you 
would vote in Pennsylvania or in Missouri, the county would give from 2,000 to 2,5t0 
re))ubliean majority. 

QmaVwii. What has been the effect in the State of Alabama of the passage of the law ^ 
for the puri)ose of punishing these lawless outrages by persons in disguise i 

Anmver. I think upon the whole the effect has been good. While the law has been 
very severely denounced by the members of one party, yet I think upon the whole the 
effect has been to diminish, if not to suppress, violence. What I have said of Greene 
Cwiuty I think is true of the whole State ; I think that a majority of the white people of 
Alabama desire that these acts of violence shall be suppressed, desire peace and quiet. 
I find no one in cither party who, in talking with me, does not denounce such acts- 
The fair-minded ones admit that such things exist, and deplore them. I think when 
you get away from the politicians and get among the substantial men, the planters, 
the business men of all classes, you will find them opposed to these acts of violence ; 
and they would be glad to have any measures taken by the Government that w^ould 
suppress this mob violence and give peace and quiet and security to the people of the 
State ; give freedom of political action ; I have no doubt of that. But the matter has 
come to this point, that everybody is afraid of the inob. No one man wants to set 
himself up against it, or attempt to army power against it, lest he be made a victim. 
It has come to this i)oint in those districts where this mob element most effectually 
rules, that simply to be a democrat is not a protection, if you speak against the mob. 
Y'ou dare not condemn these parties lest you be marked as a victim. 

Question. .If a sub-committee wx^re to visit the portions of your State affected by these 
troubles, would they receive aid from the white i^opulation there in discovering who 
are the leaders of this mobj and who gave encouragement to these lawless acts 1? 

Ansiccr, I think that would dei)end a great deal upon this fact : if they w^ere con- 
vinced that the Government was determined to suppress these acts of violence and 
crush out the mob, and that they w^ould be secure from personal harm, I think you 
would get all the help and aid you would need. But so long as they are in doubt as 
to that they would be afraid to testify ; they would be afraid lest after you went away,' 
and it should become knoAvn that they had testified to facts within their knowledge, 
they themselves would be singled out to be murdered, or have their property destroyed, ' 
or something of that sort. 

By Mr. V^vN Trump : 

Question. Would those individuals, who w^ould be willing to testify under the circum- 
stances you have indicated, be any more alarmed or afraid about testifying there than^ 
here, if the evidence they might give here should be published. ? » 

Answer, I think there would be a little difference, though I think there would not bo^ 
much difference. The only difference would be this : the testimony they might give 
here would not be know^n there for a long time afterwards. But should you go there, 
the fact that they went before you would be known, and the knowledge of their testi- 
mony might be immediate. The danger Avould be of a sudden ebullition of passion 
against them. You can best understand this, perhaps, by a little illustration. I met 
the other day a gentleman, whose name I do not mention from regard to his personal, 
safety. He is an old citizen of the State and a leading democrat ; a man with whonw 
I have had political discussions upon the stump. He gave me some information since 
I have been in Alabama this last time, but ho cautioned me that I must not iiscv his 
• name nor let it bo known that ho gave mo that information, for if it should be known 
his life would not be worth anything to him. Now that man is as heartilv opposed to 
this violence, and as heartily deprecates it and desires it suppressed, as I do, or any- 
body else does. .^.i. 7 7 ^ 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Arc the persons who committed these acts of violence organized? 
A nswer, I have no doubt of it, though I have no. personal knowledge that I could 
testily to ol such an organization. But from all the inform^Uion which I have obtained 
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the conviction in my mind is perfectly clear that these parties are organized; that the 
organization exists throughout the State ; and that they rely ui^on that fact for their 
protection. 

Question. Is it your belief that the exposure of the persons who control that organ- 
ization would have a tendency to break it up ? 

Answer. I think it would. They now depend upon their organization, upon theii 
numbers, upon their intimidation of witnesses and judges and juries, for immuuitj 
from punishment. 

By Mr. Van Tru.aip : 
Question. That is your opinion ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I am expressing my opinion. Whenever you shall convinco them 
that there is a power which can take eo^juizanee of their crimes and punish them, you 
will i)ut a stop to them. And you will find a very large body of peo^de at once ready 
to rally to your support. It is a great deal down there as it was in Ohio when mob 
violence against abolitionists })revailed some years ago. 

Question. The same as mobs between the two political parties ? 

Answer. Only in those times in the North they resorted to eggs and rails, while in 
the South they resort to the scourge and the pistol, the bowic-kuifc and the halter. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. When did you go to Alabama to reside ? 

• Answer. In the fall of 18G5. 

Question, Were you not at that time a State senator in Ohio ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Had your term expired then? 

Answer, No, sir. You askctl me when I first wer t to Alabama. It was in 1865, but 
I did not then take up my residence there. I was elected a senator to the Ohio legis- 
lature. 

Question. For how long a time ? 

Answer. For two years. 

Qnestio)i. You served during the term. 

Ansu'er. Yvh, sir; 1 served during the last session, until April, 1867 
Question. When were you elected to the United States Senate as a Senator from 
Alabama ? 

Answer. In July, 1868. 

Question. You had been a resident of Alabama then how long ? 
Answer. Something over a year. 

Question. You served as a senator in the Ohio legislature until the fall of 1867 ? 

yinswer. The last session of that Legislature exi»ired in April, 1867, although my term 
legally did not expire until tlie 1st of January, 1868. My term as senator in the legis- 
lature of Ohio began on the 1st day of January, 1866. 

Question. You were elected in Alabama a United States Senator in July, 1868? 

Answer. Yes, sir; in th(^ latter part of July. 

Question. Was not that a source of a great deal of prejudice against you in Ala- 
bama ? Was not it much spoken of there that you were in fact a State senator in 
Ohio, at the time that yon were elected a United States Senator from Alabama ? 

Answer. I think so. 

Question. I do not mean that the fact was so, but I think I have seen that statement 
made. Was it not so / 

Answer. I know this: I think I may say very safely that there has been a little more 
attack upon me since my speech in the Senate last winter, detailing the account of 
this Eutaw riot, than before. And I think there is some feeling there because they 
think I have been instrumental in making some opposition to Mr. Goldthwaito taking 
his seat. But apart from that — and I think all the democrats in Alabama will bear 
me out in saying so— there is less prejudice against me there than against any other 

• leading republican in the State. 

Question. I do not speak of it as a matter of personal prejudice against you, but as a 
fact that you were, as it were, recent among them, and was so very recent among them as 
to have been a Senator in the State of Ohio within a very brief period before you 
were elected United States Senator in Alabama. That I think would indicate that you 
had perhaps gone there for the purpose of availing yourself of their condition at that 
time to get an office. I think the prejudice against you, so far as I have seen anything 
in regard to it, grows out of that fact, without any rellection upon your character as 
an individual. 

Answer. I think I may say — and as my testimony is to be made public, I will rely 
upon the democrats of Alabama to make" my statement good — I think I may say that 
if I had gone there with the view of seeking othee I should have taken up my resi- 
dence there at once ; I would not have been there for two years incapacitated from 
holding office in Alabama, by reason of retaining my residence in Ohio. I think that 

3 
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is a pretty pood answer to tLat suggjestioii. In the next place, I think it is very well 
known in the conntv of Antanga and in Montgomery, where I live, that I did not take 
any active part in polities, except to talk to my neighbors, who came in to see me. 
I was known as a repnblicau, and in favor of amnesty for the past, so far as the rebellion 
was concerned. I did not attend the county convention, I did not look for a nomina- 
tion I did not try to get into the constitutional convention, I did not try to do anything, 
except to get the i)eople there to make a decent ticket in my county. And when they 
made one whicli I did not think was either decent or respectable, I got on my horse 
and went np to the court-house, and told them that I could not support it, and- urged 
them to make one that was respectable. When I became interested in the admission 
of the State in 18GG, I told them very frankly that if they expected to succeed in Ala- 
bama they must make a better ticket in the county where I lived than they had done. 
So far as I am concenied, I bought property there in 18G6 ; I invested what little I had 
in land there. The leading democrats of the State, among others General Clan ton, 
chairman of the democratic State committee, have como to me and said : ^' General, 
when we talk about carpet-baggers wo want you to understand that we don't mean 
vou ; you have come here and invested what means you had in property here, and you 
have the same interest hero that we have." I think I may say further that if the 
choice had been last winter between mo and any other republican in the State I should 
have received the democratic vote. 

Question. 1 do not think that is at all improbable; but I was not pressing the inquiry 
to that point. In reference to this riot at Eutaw which you have described, I was ask- 
ing these questions because of their bearing upon that narration. • 

Jnsicer. I do not think that was personal to me at all. 

Qucsiion. You say you were there; that you made a speech which you characterized 
as a conciliatory speech ? 
Ansicer. Yes ; I never made any other. 

Qucsiion. We do not know exactly what a conciliatory speech means; it may have 
embraced ideas that were quite obnoxious to the persons present. However, my ques- 
tion w^as more especially to tlie point of whether they did not regard you as a person 
who had been clothed with the office of United States Senator for Alabama, without 
having been a resident of the State for such a time as would entitle you to become a 
Senator; as having been elected by the votes of negroes alone, for their votes, of 
course, carried the State for the republicans. My question was directed to the point of 
eliciting from you whether you were not regarded as an obnoxious person on account 
of your very short residence in the State. 

Ansivcr. I do not think that is true. Of course the fact of negro suffrage, the whole 
system of reconstruction, through which and by which I came to the Senate, all that 
is obnoxious to a large body of the white j)eople of Alabama ; there is no question 
about that. But that being the ease, that being fixed, and somebody to be elected, I 
think I may say without egotism, that the white people of Alabama would be at 
least as willing, if not more willing, to have me represent them in the Senatp as any- 
other republican in the State, whether he be native-born or new-comer. I have had 
vcTy little to complain of personally ; there has been scarcely a i^ersonal attack upon " 
me, as I have said, while a great many people, nearly all the people, let mo alone 
socially very severely, yet I have always been treated courteously. During my five 
years residence in the State, canvassing the State several times, I have never ovea 
been intcTrupted, except in one or two instances. I have had a great many men as 
they stood around me look surly and ugly, and bad ; but I have never had any personal" 
insult offered me. I think that is due in fact to my being open and above-board ; they* 
never have caught mo stealing anji^hing, and I do not believe that they now think 
will steal. I have been open and square in the e5:pression of my opinions ; I have not 
seemed to be afraid of any one or two men ; if I am they do not know it. I have been 
sincerely desirous to let the past bo past. When the war ended I took ground in favor 
of general amnesty ; I maintained that against my own party, honestly and sincerely 
all the way through. 

Question. Do you think the refusal to grant amnesty has been a cause of irritation to. * 
the i)eople of Alabama ? ^ 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think that has been a mistake, and that it has tended to increase 
the difficulties there. 

Question. Supi>ose the result of the war had been different, if you can imagine such 
a case, and the State of Ohio had been reconstructed upon the same principle as the 
South has been, do you not think that people there would have been bitter and hostile, 
and have made a noise at meetings, if they had had such a condition of affairs forced 
upon them as has been forced upon the people of the South ? 

Answa-. If the people of Ohio had been reared and educated just as the people of 
the South have— in fact, if they had been Southern people, trained to their ideas and 
institutions 

Question. I do not ask that question. But simply take the people of Ohio as they 
are, and reared as they have been. If they had had a government forced upon them 
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by the Congress of tlie United States, one so entirely opposed to their views and wishes, 
and Southern men had come iip there and ottered themselves as candidates, being prob- 
ably the only ])(^rsons who were qnalilied to take office under the government forced 
upon them, the rest of the people of Oliio being disqualified, do you not think it 
would have l)een a cause of considerable irritation ? 

Ansmr. Well, if Ohio had gone into a rebellion against the General Government and 
had got whipped, I think the x)eoplo whipped would have felt bad and sore. But I 
would be very sorry to believe that they would have resorted to assassination and vio- 
lence.* I would rather believe that the people of my native State, after they had been 
whipped in a fair fight, would have given up and accepted the situation. 

Question, Well, they might have done it if it had stopped there, and they had not 
been gouged after they were down. 

Ansu cr. 1 will say that I have never met a fair, scpuire, honorable soklier I could not 
talk to. Still there are a great many confederate soldiers who have been drawn into 
this organization which has comniitte<l these acts of violence. 

By ^Ir. V,vx Trump : 
Question. That is your impression ? 

Anniv<)\ That is my impression. I know it from such information as I can gather 
that the instruments of the organization are confederate soldiers. But so far as my 
observation goes of the men who commit these deeds, they are of the worst possible 
class of confederate soldiers ; worse even than the bummers of our Army ; a great many 
of tlicni are men who never were confederate soldiers, never were in the army at all. 
These editors, who are stirring so much bitterness, who. I think, are responsible more 
than anybody else for the extrenu> bitterness that i)revails, are almost without excep- 
tion men who did not do any fighting. 

By Mr. Blaiii : 

Qu(\st(on. When was this organization formed, that you think is in operation there? 

Ansiccr. I do not know that I have a distinct idea when it was formed, froui any 
personal knowledge. 1 know nothing more about it than you know from your inves- 
tigation, and from what yon have seen in the paj^ers, but I should think it was started 
pretty early after the war closed. 

(Ju(>ition, Do you not know that organizations of negroes were made ))rior to the 
existence of any of these organizations * Do you not know tbat the negroes were 
organiz(Hl in what are call<Ml Loyal Leagues / 

Ansn-()\ Negroes W(>re organized into Union Leagues or Loyal Leagues after the 
adox^tion of the reeonstruction policy ; tha-t is the lirst knowledge I ever had of them. 
I never belonged to a league myself. 

Question. Do you not know that the Union League organization preceded the other ? 

AH'<wor. No, sir; I do not. 

Quc^stiou. Is it not the impression through the South that the Union League organi- 
zation was anterior to the other organization ? 

An^iviT. No, sir ; my impression is to the contrary, that what is called the Ku-Klnx 
organization, or s<miething like it. was prior to the organization of what is called tlie 
L^nion Leagues. The l^nion League organization was simply a political organization ; 
there was nothing military about it ; no arming, no drilling ; it contemplated nothing 
in the world but voting. I know of its operations very well, just as I knew of Know- 
nothingism in Ohio, though 1 belonged to neither organization. I was not a member 
of the League, though it Avas a political organization. 

(JucsiioH. In speaking of the result of some of your elections, you spoke of the intim- 
idation of voters, the intimidation exercised by the Eutaw riot, &c. Do yon not 
know that the negroes were in the habit of using intimidation upon x>eople of their 
own color, in order to compel them to vote the radical ticket ! 

Amirer. No such cases ever come under my observation, nor do I remember ever to 
have even heard of any case of violence within my State, of anything more than per- 
suasion and xierhaps personal denunciation. I have heard of cases of personal denun- 
ciation, of saying to a man that he wa.5 a traitor to his race. I never have heard of 
any case of violence. 1 know that in our town of ^lontgomery we had one colored 
man, a hack-driver there, named Levi IToyd. I noticed the announcement in the 
democratic paper there that "Levi Floyd, a colored man, drives hack No. 4 ; he is a 
good democrat and is deserving of all patronage.'' He never was molested that I know 
of. Of course the i^ressure is very strong upon the colored people to all vote one way. 
Yet, I know that in the Grant cami^aign there Avere two or three colored men making 
speeches all over the State for the democratic ticket. I met one or two of them in my 
canvass who were making speeches for the democratic presidential ticket. 

By :Mr. Van Trump^: 

Question. Did you knovr that any of these negToes were armed there at Eutaw when 
you, among others, x)roposed to haVe a joint discussion ? 
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Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Tboy were armed, in fact, as I understand you to say ? 

Answer. A few of tliem were armed ; I saw one man who had a revolver. 

Question. I understood you to say that when the negroes got across the street they 
tuvued and lired some shots. , . ^ ^ ^. 

Ansiver. I did not see any of the firing, but I heard some shots frona that direction. 
I could not, where I stood, see a negro ; that is, where I stood speaking to the crowd 
of young men who were firing upon the negroes. I did not see any guns or pistols in 
tho possession of the negroes. , . , 

Question. Do you not know that at the very moment that this white man took Mr 
IIc'ivs by tho sleeve and dragged him down, some ouo in the crowd ordered tho negroes 
to tire ? 

A nswe)'. No, sir. 

Question. Is it not tho public opinion in Greene County that such is the fact ? 

Answer. I do not think that anybody believes any such thing j it is charged'so, I 
know. But tho idea is so ridiculous j everybody know that the negroes were in terror ; 
that all they wanted was to hear the speeches and go home quietly. They were in 
tenor from tho very moment that we went there. We were merely anxious to make 
our speeches and have tho crowd go away. I was praying every moment that they 
mi<5ht ho able to got away without difficulty. 

Question. It was your impression, and the impression of the white republicans with 
you on that occasion, that there was danger of trouble that day? 

A7wwer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did I understand you correctly awhile ago as saying that right in tho 
midst of that crowd Mr. Hays'^had a child of some four or five years of age If 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. A girl, or a boy ? 
Answer. A boy. 

Question. With him at the time ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was Mr. Hays one who had expressed fears of an outbreak prior to the in- 
auguration of tho meeting ? 

Answer. I do not remember whether ho had so expressed himself or not. He lived 
in the country some ten miles from there and did not come in until pretty late in tho 
morning, a little before tho committee was appointed to which I have referred. I do 
not remember now what he said, although my imx^ression is that he anticipated dif- 
liculty, and that ho so expressed himself. 

Question. That, as I understand, is the only instance of direct and distinct trouble at 
iv political meeting in all your experience in Alabama ? 

Answer. At any meeting where I have spoken myself. I have heard from tho reports 
df other speakers of other meetings being broken up. 

Question. That little scene at Demopolis did not strike you as very remarkable * 

Answer. O, no. 

Question. Have you not seen worse scenes in Ohio, time and time again, between the* 
iwo political parties? 
Ajmcer. I do not know that I have. 

Question. You were not there during the memorable campaign of 1863 ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I was in another campaign at that time. 

Question. You do not know that all over Ohio political meetings were broken up ? v 

Answer, No, sir, I do not know that ; I was in the Army at that time. I have ha(^ 
rotten eggs thrown at rae in Lincoln County, Ohio. 

Question. You say that yon do not know that there is any great prejudice against 
you among tho white people of Alabama on account of tho shortness of your stay in 
Alabama before your election to the Senate ? 

A nswcr. I do not think there was. 

Question. Do you not know that there was very general comment in tho press of 
^he Stato in regard to that fact ? 
Ans^cer. Yes. 

Question. Pretty severe, too ? 
Answer. Yes. 

Question. And opposition made to you on that ground ? 
tal^out of ^ ^ they thought they could make political capi- 

Question. Would it not bo a point calculated to excite the people, whatever the obiect 
of tlie newspaper was T x t f j 

Answa-. The comment was about as free in Ohio, among my democratic friends there, 
as anywhere in the country. / o 7 

fn-V f!!^'^"- J* l]^'^V'''^^'l''"/I■'"^^' ill regard to so high an officer as United States Sena- 
to. , for a man to be elected from a Stato within a few mouths after he went there, has 
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^4)1^^. I suppose not. 

Question. And it lias produced some excitement against you in Alabama? 

Answer. Still I do not see the pertinencj^ of that, for I have been treated more kindlv 
there than any other republican in the State. I never have had a personal indignity 
offered me, excejit what I have here stated. Of course they could have killed me in 
that crowd. And during my last contest, I have it from the very best authority, indeed 
the chairman of the democratic State committee seut me word, that although they 
should elect a democrat if they could, still if they were obliged to have a republican, 
they Would rather have me. I know that General Chilton, formerly a confederate gen- 
eral, and now of the supreme court, was openly in favor of my election ; he said, " Let 
us elect Warner anyhow : he will do as much good for us as a democrat." 

Question. If I understand you, however ridiculous it may be in your opiuion, it is 
still the fact that it is claimed in Greene County that an order was given to the negrocvs 
to fire at the time that Mr. Hays was pulled down from the stand ? 

Ansiccr. I never heard that there was an order given to hre. The story charged hi 
the Eutaw Whig, a democratic paper there, and which I understand was sworn to be- 
fore the grand jury there, was that Mv. Hays fired the lirst shot. I liaA C seeu that in 
the papers ; I have heard it talkc^d about. JS'ow, ^Ir. Hayes was all the time as cl<)s<^ to 
me as Senator Blair now is, and it would have hevn as impossible for him to have lived 
a shot without my seeing it as it Avould be impossible for Senator Blair to do so now. 

Question. Are you not mistaken as to that particular factf Is it not possible that 
Hays gave the order to lire, although he did not fire himself, as he was pulled off the 
stand ? 

Ausu-er. No, sir. Judge ^liller told me yesterday — 

Quc^'ition. I will merely say that that was the information which I have received since 
Mr. Hays was examined yesterday. 

Answer. 1 never heard that any order was given to fire. I have indeed heard it said, 
and seen the statement in the newsi)ai)ers, that Hayes fired the first shot. When we 
were at Mobile, during the last month, I was summoned a.s a witness to attend the trial 
of these rioters. The district attorney of the United States, as he told me, postponed 
the trial becaiis(^ of the absence of ]Mr. Hays. He said the reason was that he had 
found out that they had evidence to otter that Hays tired the lirst shot, and he 
wanted Mr. Hays's testimony (m that point. 

Question. There Avas an attempt at an investigation of this allair, I believe ? 

Answer. 1 think some nineteen have been indicted before the United States court. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. And their trial is now pending? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And was recently i>ostpoued ? 
Answer. It was i)Ostponed last month. 
Question. Because of the absence of jNIr. Hays ? 

Answer. That was the reason given by the district attorney ; there were one or two 
other witnesses absent also. 

Question. You have made the statement several different times in your testimony, 
that one of the difficulties in this matter was to get people to testify on account of their 
apprehension of danger from this organization. That idea has been made to figure very 
largely not only in your testimony, but, as you knovr, in th«* deliates in the Striate and 
in the House of Kepresentativcs. It was given as a reason why this committee should 
take this testimony in secret, the fear that the witnesses would be injured upon their 
return home. I recollect very distinctly that that point was made during the debates 
of the last Congress, while you were a member of tlie Senate. I think it was also made 
in reference to other investigating committees. Yet there has always been some ^ 
committee going on ever since the war was over. Xow, I want to know" if you ha ve 
ever heard of any one who testified before one of these committees being injured after 
his testimony was published ? 

Answer. Do I know^ of any one who has been punished \)j these people for the testi- 
mony that he may have given here ^ 

Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer. I do not know of any case. 

Question. You have not heard of any such case? 

Answer. No ; I do not know that I have. I do not know that any witness has evei' 
been sninmoued here from my State. 

Question. I speak of all the testimony that has been given during the last Congress 
•ava\ the Congress preceding tlie last. Testimony was taken' here l)efore investigating 
committees in reference to the condition of th<^ Southern States. An attempt was imide. 
at least in the other House, to reconstruct Tennessee, Testimony was also taken in 
reference to Georgia. Then there was the late North Carolina investigation. All that 
testimony has been published, I believe, and has gone to the country. 
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Answer, I do uot remember that I have heard of anybody being harmed for that 
reason. i_ . 

Question. Under the circumstances, would yon not conclude that it was not quite so 
dangerous a business after all to f^ivo testimony 1 

Anmer, None of these witnesses have come under my personal knowledge; there 
has been no one summoned here ft om my State, that I know of. Of course I know 
nothing about what has occurred in North Carolina and Georgia. 

By Mr. Coburn : 

Question. Has your attention been called particularly to this question of outrages upon 
witnesses ? 

Austver. No, sir; I have not within my recollection now the name of any person who 
has been summoned here. 

By :Mr. Vax Tkump : 

Question. 1 would Jiko to have you give your opinion — I think that would be proper— 
as to what would be the most efiicient mode of arriving at the true state of affairs in 
the Southern States, comprising as they do eleven States,^ with a geo<jraphical area 
almost equal to the half of Europe, and a population of eight or ten millions. Would 
it be better to go there directly as a committee, and look into the affairs there, or stay 
hero and examine comparatively a very few witnesses? 

Answer. My advice would bo to go there. What I would like to have would be for 
this committee to go right to Eutaw, where these very acts I have been testifying about 
occurred. What I want are the facts, and I think that would be the better way to get 
them ; I want the exact truth. If I could i:>hotograph the condition of affairs at the 
South precisely as the Lord sees them I would do it. 

Question. I do not mean particularly in regard to Eutaw, but generally in regard to 
this wliolo investigation. Your opinion is that the best way is to go South ? 

Answer. I think so. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. You spoke of the apprehension of danger on the part of witnesses. Is there 
not a difference between an investigation like this, a mere inquiry, without any judicial 
consequences to follow it, and the case of prosecuting a man for a crime, which 'j>rose- 
cution might involve his imprisonment or execution ? 

Answer. Undoubtedly there is. 

Question. All these investigations that have taken place here have been mere inqui- 
ries, not followed by any personal consequence to anybody. 
Answer. They amount to not more than a speech. 
Question. Mr. Hays is a native of Alabama ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, of Greene Couuty. 
Question. Is ho not a large landholder there? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I understand from him that he has some ten or twelve thousand 
acre^ of land there. 

Question. Is the sheriff there, of whom you have spoken, the same sheriff who after- 
wards appointed the officers of election'/ 
Answer. Yes, sir, as I am informed ; his name is White. 

Question. Yon spoke of the prosecutor of Greene County, or the solicitor, whatever 
you called him. 

Answer. County solicitor. ^ 
Question. Did you know him ? ^ 
Answer. I had met him, and had been introduced to him. 
Question. He was afterwards killed there ? 
Ajiswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was he a native of the South ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; an old resident of the county. 

Question. Was there anything about him, that you know of, to make him personally 
obnoxious to the people there ? I 

Answer. No, sir ; he was a man of good character, of fair ability ; a reputable man 
lu every way. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Qmcs^iow. You know Judge Miller, who testified before the committee on yesterday ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. *^ *^ 

Question. Is he the United States collector for the port of Mobile ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Ho holds that office now ? 
Ajiswcr. Yes, sir. 

question. And he was here in reference to that office ; there was some effort to dis- 
place him, and he was here to countervail that effort ? 
Answer. I have understood that to bo the case. 
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By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. You spoke of the arms wliicli members of the crowd bad at that meeting ; 
what arms were they? 
Answer. Revolvers. 

Question. Did tliey seem to be new or old, so far as you saw ? 

Answer. I did not' notice that point very carefully ; I saw they shot pretty well. 

Qtiestion. Were they revolvers of much size ? 

Ansiver. Those I saw I should think would be what are called six and eight-inch 
revolvers ; I think I observed some of both sizes. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. What was Governor I^indsay's majority at the last election ? 
Answer. He did not have any majority. 
Question. 1 mean his majority as counted. 

Ansiver. It Avas 1,400 and something, as counted. He did not have a majority of the 
whole vote of the State. 

Question. You mean that was what his partisans claimed for him ? 

Answer. That was the result announced by tlu^ lieutenant governor. 

Question. Less than the former republican majority in Greene County alone ? 

Ansiver. Yes; less by 600. His majority was declared to be 1,400 and some odd. 
Ivussell County was not returned at all ; there never has been any returns from that 
county, although it gave Smith 1,400 n publican majority. Washington County was 
not returned for some reason or other ; it gave Lindsay ()00 majority. xVnd in other 
counties, of the votes that were cast some were thrown out, more than his majority, on 
the ground that they were illegal for some reason or other. 

Question. 1 si)eak of the majority claimed by Lindsay's friends. Was any white per- 
son hurt in that Eutaw riot ? 

Answer. Not that I ever saw or heard of. 

Question. If the order had been given to the negroes to fire, would you havo 
heard it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Could it have been given without your hearing it ? 

Answer. I think not, unless it was given on the extreme borders of the crowd. It 
could not have been given anywhere about the stand, where the firing began, without 
my hearing it. 

^Question'l The sherilT, who took an active part in trying to suppress the disturbances, 
was a d(nnocrat ? 
Answer. Y(\s, sir. 

Question. Do vou know anything about the burning of any school-houses or churches 
in your State T 

A)iswer. Only by report ; not from personal observation. 

Question. Have you heard that they have been burned to any extent ? 

Answer. I have heard from others, and I have seen the statement in the newspapers, 
that several had been burned ; I cannot tell how many. 

Question. What sort of school-houses and churches were they that are reported to 
have been burned ? Those of colored people ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you ever hear those reports denied ? 

Answer. I do not remember to have heard nuich conversation about it. I presume 
there has been less of it in our State than in many other States. In fact, I cannot re- 
call now any iiarticular church or particular school-house that has been burned. But 
my recollection is distinct that I have heard of such cases. There has been nothing of 
that kind in the section where I live. 

Question. You stated that you believed there was an organization, a secret organiza- 
tion, at the foundation of these disturbances. W^hat is that organization called in 
Alabama ? 

Answer. It is commonly known as the Ku-Klux organization. 

Question. Do the persons committing the acts of violence of which you have heard, 
go in disguise ? 

A7iswer. Generally. The parties at this meeting were not in disguise. But generally 
the acts of violence are done by men in disguise. 

Question. Have there been any attempts at investigation of any of these disturb- 
ances, b}^ the local tribunals in Alabama ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; an attempt was made in Greene County, by the county solicitor, 
Mr. Boyd, to ferret out the murtlerers of some negroes who had been killed there. 
Boyd went to work with a determined i)urpose to tind out the murderers ; and the 
governor sent over a lawyer to assist him. 

Question. The object was to punish the offenders if convicted ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; whoever they might be. Boyd was killed while the matter was 
pending, and that was the end of it. 
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Question, ^\^lilo the investigation was goin;; on 1 

An8wa\ Yes, sir. ^ x . x- i x • 

Question. Were any of the witnesses summoned on that investigation hurt t 
Answer. 1 do not know ; I cannot ^y. ^ 

Question. Have you ever heard of any witness being injured because of his testi- 

^T?Licer. I heard of ^Ir. Cockrell being beaten, who was summoned to testify with 
me at Mobile. Ho is a lawyer of Eutaw and was present at the meeting when the riot 
occurred. . . . ^ 

Question. Should the county (luthorities attempt an investigation for tho pui-pose of 
indicting and punishing the persons committing .acts of violence in the disturbed dis- 
tricts, do you suppose tho witnesses would feel safe to testify there ? 

xinsica\ No, sir. 

Questien. Suppose that, whether safe or not, they should testify, would they be in 
danger ? 

Answer. I have no doubt they would be in danger of personal violence, and of their 
lives. I have no doubt that in the counties I have mentioned, particularly in tho 
counties of Greene, Sumter, and Pickens, any witness who had information of one of 
these outrages, and who should testify to that effect, would be killed. 

Question. Suppose that a witness, or a half a dozen witnesses, should disclose, upon a 
preliminary examination, that they had knowledge and proof sufficient to insure a con- 
viction before a petit jury whenever tho trial should take place — their being men of 
character of course would be an element of weight in the testimony — would those wit- 
nesses be safe in tho county during the time between the investigation and the trial 
afterward to take place ? 

Answer. I think not, in the counties I have mentioned. 

Question. Do you think they would ever be allowed to appear at that final trial ? 
Answer. I think not. 

Question. Is that the reason why justice cannot be obtained against theso men ? 
Ansiver. That is one very strong reason. 

Question. Do you, from your own knowledge of the people in the community there, 
suppose that these turbulent people rely upon that fact ? * 

Answer. I have no doubt of it. I would say that this young Cockrell, who I believe 
is to testify here, was brought out of the county and to Washington, as I heard, to save 
his life. Tho district attorney, Mr. Southwick, said that it was important that young 
Cockrell should be got out of the country and kept safe as a witness. 

Question. Suppose a section of this committee were to hold a session in the town of 
Eutaw, and summon a number of witnesses, who should appear and testify clearly as 
to the guilt of several individuals in that county of these Eutaw murders, then sup- 
pose that that fact should become known, would they bo safe in the county after the 
committee left ? 

Answer. I think if they testified as to individuals having committed specific crimes, 
if they furnished information that might lead to their prosecution and possibly con- 
viction, and that should become known there, they would not be safe; but if they tes- 
tified generally as to the commission of crimes^ without designating any individual 
they might not be disturbed. 

Question. You think as long as they testified about no one by name they might get 
along in safety ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. But if they should name individuals they would be in danger ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Some questions have been put to you based upon suppositions ; now do you 
know of any case ever having occurred in those counties where men have been i^'ose- 
cutcd for their lives and witnesses have been killed fbr testifying against them ? 

Answer. I do not know of any case of prosecution. 

Question. Then it is simply a matter of supposition with you ? 

Answer. It is, and of opinion founded upon threats made, and upon at least one out- 
rage upon a witness which has come under my personal observation, and of which I 
have information. 

Questwn. You have heard of one witness having been struck and beaten ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That is tho amount of it ; that witness is now living in Eutaw, is he not ? 
Ansicer. At the last accounts which I heard he was living, although in a critical con- 
dition. 

Question. Do you not know that it is stated that he was not beaten because ho was a 
witness ? 

Answer. 1 never have heard it so claimed. 

Question. Was it not so claimed in the Eutaw AVhig ? 
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Ansicer, I do not see that paper ; I do not know it was so claimed. 
Question, I have here an article copied from that paper in which that statement is 
made. 

Answer. I have not seen it. 

Question. Tiien that one instance, occurring in one of these counties, and threats that 
you have heard of in other counties, lead you to suppose that witnesses would not be 
safe ? 

Ansicer. That, and the general opinion of everybody living in those counties with 
whom I have conversed. Even 3Ir. Hays, who lives in that county, when he wrote me 
an account of this Cockrcll affair, bogged me not to use his name, as he was living there 
in momentary danger of attack. I know that is the case with parties in all sections. 
They send k'tters without signing their names, but giving means of identifying them in 
other ways. 

Question, ^[ay not that be just exactly the same sort of pretense Avhich is made in 
Congress here about summoning witnesses here ? In the dc^.bate in tln^ Senate that 
was made a great point ; yet a week aft<^rwards the re])ort was made public, disck)sing 
everybody's name who testified. Is not ^Ir. Hays's letter, and the reports of other per- 
sons there, equivalent to these Congressional specclics ? 

Answer. I do not know. 

By :\Ir. Van Tkump ; 

Question. lu your examination-in-ehief yon said that this company of United States 
troops, under tlie command of Major Leighton, came up about the time the negroes had 
been firing, and stopped the Avliole thing. 

Answer. Yes. sir. 

Question. How long a time had intervened from the commencement of the firing to 
the time Avhen the troops came up ? 

Ansicer. Tender such circumstances, in a scene like that, which was the wickedest one 
I ever saw, it is impossible to estimate time. 

Question. Was it a short time? 

Answer. Yes ; I should say ten or tifteen minutes. 

Question. How far was tlie c;inip of tli(» troops from the court-house ? 

Aimver, I should say about three-fourths of a mile. 

Question. Then the troops must have been stationed somewhere near the meeting, so 
as to be in readiness for a difliculty ? 

Answer. They were, I suppose, within a half or three-quarters of a mile. Troops on 
the double-quick would come that distance in a short time. I walked out there in the 
morning, and suppose that it w\as from a half to three-quarters of a mile from the 
court-house. 

Question. Was it pretty geherallj^ known to the people that you had taken General 
Crawford into consultatioii in regard to holding these meetings ? 

Answer. I do not know that they knew it; that was not the fact. The meetiug was 
called without my knowledge. 

Question. Eithei' you or Judge Miller, on yesterday, stated that General Crawford 
was in consultation with you about holding the meeting there. 

xlnswer. He had a consultation with the slieriff about preserviug order. 

Question. The sherilYknew that he had been talked with upon the sul^ject ? 

Answer. The governor. General Crawford, th(^ sheriff, and myself, talked together 
there. The governor and the general both asked the sheriff if he needed assistance in 
prc^scrving order. 

Question. Then the probability is that the crowd more or less had cognizance of the 
fact that the general had been consulted about keeping order there with his troops. 

Answer, I do not know; I have no information upon that point ; the sheriff may have 
told them. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. You mentioned an instance in which one prominent member of the demo- 
cratic party had given you some information, and requested that his name should be 
kept secret. Have any others of the same party made the same request of you ? 

Answer. Not at that time. 

Question. At any other time ? 

Answer. I do not recollect any other instance. That impressed me at the time as a 
noble example of an old citizen. 

Question. Did the manner of his information, and of the circumstances, satisfy you of 
his ai)])reliension ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the circumstances were these: the circuit judge of the circuit, 
who is n re}>nblican, and a very good man, wrote to this man to know whether it would 
be safe for him to come to his'town and liohl court. This lawyer, who is well known 
all over the State, wrote to him that it would be. This is what he tells me himself. 
He said that after he wrote that letter he- thought perhaps he might be mistaken^ and 
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he conclutled that he would go ronnd town a little and make inquiry among the boys, 
and see if there was any such feeling as would render it dangerous for Judge Smith to 
go there. He said that \^hen he came to inquire lie was satisfied that it was not safe 
for Judge Smith to come there, that his life would he in danger. It was in that con- 
nection that he begged that his name should not be used, or that the matter should not 
be made public ; for he said that his life would be in danger, if it was known that he had 
stated that much. 

By :Mr. Coburn : 

Question. You have said that it would have been unsafe or impossible to make a re- 
publican speech iu certain localities. Would it be equally unsafe to make any sort of 
a political speech ? If not, will you state what kind of political speech might be made 
iu safety ? 

Answer. A democratic speech could be made anywhere, at any time. 



Washington, D. C, June 3, 1871. 
WILLIAM E. COCKRELL sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Where do you reside ? 
Answer. In Eutaw, Greene County, Alabama. 
Question. How old are you ? . 

Answer. I am sixteen years old; going on seventeen. 

Question. Were you with your father as a witness in the United States court, in Mo- 
bile, a few weeks ago ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. In what case were you taken there as a witness ? 
Answer. In the case of Robert Hamblett and others. 
Question. For what were they to be tried ? 

Answer. For the riot at Eutaw that prevented Mr. Hays from speaking. 
Question. Was your father there as a witness in the $ame case ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When was it that you went to Mobile as a witness ? 

Answer. The last time was in April last, I believe ; I am not certain as to the time. 
Question. W^cre you returning homo with your father ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; on the steamboat Cherokee. 

Question. Tell us now whether that boat was visited by any persons, and whether 
they beat your father; tell us what they said, and all that occurred at that time. 

Answer. We went up on the Cherokee, and when we got to the Eutaw landing, where, 
we had intended to get off, the water was all over it, and we could not land there 
we then went on up to Finch's Ferry ; as the boat was going to stop there all night, 
wo concluded to stay on the boat till morning; it was three miles, from there to town, 
where we lived ; while we were sitting there in the cabin a crowd of men, some seven 
or eight, came in ; I did not know but one of them ; Jo Reynolds was one that I knew; 
we sat there while they came in ; they passed by us, and asked for Judge Smith ; no 
one answered them, and they went up to the clerk's office, but they did not find his^ 
name there ; while they were in the clerk's office pa got up and went back into the cell 
or berth, where he slept ; they then came out ; I was standing by the clerk's office 
when they came out, and they asked where my father was ; I told them I did not know 
where my father was; I knew they were up to mischief; I left them then and wxnt 
around to the back door of the cell or state-room to tell pa about it ; the back door was 
fastened; he had it barred ; I called to him, but he did not answer ; I then went out 
on the upper part of the boat, and was looking out, when all at once I heard a great 
noise; I ran right in, pa was out of the state-room, and a man was striking him ; tho^ 
fellow AVaddell was striking him; I did not know him then, but pa told me who it 
was ; Waddell was the one striking at him ; I never had seen him before, and did not 
tlien know him ; and Jo Reynolds struck him on the back of the head with a pistol as 
he was backing back. 

Question. What did they say? 

Answer. Waddell, every once in a while, would say, "You drew your pistol on me." 
Pa said to him, " I did not do any such thing." Then we come on right out of the boai 
and left, and went up home. 

Question. Did they give any reason for making this attack on your father ? 

Ansifer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you hear any reason given by them on the boat ? 
Answer. No, sir ; 1 did not. 
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By Mr. Blmr : 

Qiiesiion. You heard this man charge your father with drawing a pistol on him ? 
Anffwer, I have stated that. 

Question. You heard him charge your father with drawing his pistol on him ? ^ 
Answer. Yes, sir ; and i)a told him he did not. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 
Question. Did your father liave a pistol ? 
Aimrer. If he had, I did not know it. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. When they asked where your father was, did they say why they wanted 
him ? 

Answer. Xo, sir. 

Question. Was Judge Smith expected on that boat ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Wliatfor ? 

Answer. To come up there and hokl court. 

Question. Was there a court in Eutaw that week ? 

^Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who heUl the cdurt? 

Ansiver. Judge Pelham came up in his ])lace. 

Question. To what extent was your father injured ? 

Answer. lie was badly hurt where Keynokls struck him on the back of the liead with 
his ])istol ; lie bled a great deal. 

By :Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. I thought you said Waddell struck him ? 

Answer. Waddell was before him striking him; and when he was backing back 
Reynolds struck hiui on the back of the head with his pistol. 

By tlie Chairman : 
Question. Was he wounded and bleeding ? 
Answer. He bled i)retty freely. 

Question. Was he eonliued to his bed from his injuries? 
^inswer. lie staid in bed one day afterward. 

Questi&n. Were you i>resent in Kutaw at the time the riot occurred there 1 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And that was the reason you were called as a witness ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is this all you know about the transaction on the boat at the time your 
father was lun t I 

Answer. Yes, sir; all that I recollect. 

Question. Do you know whether your father had a pistol or not ? 
Answer. I do not know^ ; I did not see him with any. 

By Mr. ConURN : 
Question. You were with him after the transaction ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You saw no pistol? 
Answer. Xo, sir. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Were there other witnesses on the boat ? 

Answer. There were two men on the other side ; I do not know whether they were 
witnesses or what they were ; but they came down to attend the trial. 
Question. Were they returning on the same boat with your father ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. If witnesses, were they for the Government or for the defendants ? 
Answer. For the defendants. 

(^)uestion. Was this Heynolds one of the party who had been indicted ? 
Answer. I do not know whether he was indicted or not. 
Question. Had he been down at Mobile ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; but he left before we did, and went to Eutaw. 
Question. Was Waddell one of the party to be tried at Mobile ? 

Answer. Xo, sir ; he came over from Eutaw with a hearse bringing a body to b^ 
buried ; and the river rose so high that he could not go back the way he came, and 
had to go down by the boat. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of the reason wky they beat your father ? 

Answer. Xo, sir. 
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By Mr. Blair : . , 

Question, Your father has recovered f 
Answer. Yes, sir ; now. 
Question, Is he at homo in Eutaw ? 
Ansicer, Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question, How old is your father ? 
Answer. He is forty-six, I believe. 

By the CnAmiAN : 

Question, ^\hy did.you come to Washington ; were you subpoenaed to come here as a 
witness 1 

Answer. No, sir ; I received a telegi*am to come. 



Washington, D. C, June 3, 1871. 

ARTHUR A. SMITH sworn and examined. 

By the Ch.urman : 
Question. Where do you reside ? 

Answer. 'My residence is now in Choctaw County, Alabama, about six miles from 
Mount Sterling, and about eight miles £i:om Powell, the county seat. 
Question. What is your occupation ? 
Ansxver. I am carryiug on a plantation now. 
Question, Did you formerly reside in Greene County ? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. Up to what time ? 

Answer. I have not been there since about the 20th of December last j I cannot now 
give the exact date when I left there. 

Question. Were you in Eutaw on the day when the two political meetings were held 
there in October last ? 

Ansicer. I Avas. 

Question, We have already had some descriptions of the riot that occurred there, and 
do not wish to encumber the record with much repetition of testimony. If you know 
any facts which show that there was any preconcert of action for the purpose of pro- 
ducing a riot there, will you state what they are ? 

Answei'. Nothing more than the posting of the handbill for a democratic meeting 
there after the handbill for the republican meeting had been posted, together w4th the 
manner in which it was posted. At the time it led us to believe that it was for no 
good i)urpose. The poster was signed by no one, and it was posted in conspicuous 
places during the night. My office was in the court-house. We had a place in the 
passage-way of the court-house for posting bills. Wlien I .left there at night, about 
sundown, there was no bill posted there ; when I came back there in the morning, 
about seven o'clock, there was one XK)sted there, and also one in the probate office. 

Question. Were you the clerk of the court at that time, with your office in the courts 
house ? i 

Answe}\ Yes, sir. ^, 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question, Do you refer now to the night before the meeting ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I remember that Major Leighton arrived there with some United 
States troops on the 13th day of October, and this was the night before he arrived. 

By the Chairman : - 
Question. Were any declarations made, during the progress of the meeting, which 
showed an anticipated disturbance? If so, state what declarations were made aud 
who made them. 

Ansicer, I was in my office while the speaking was going on ; the stand was right in 
front of my office; .1 was sitting cn a table something like tliis, in the center of the 
room ; a deputy sheriff, named Hugh L. White, came in there while Governor Parsons 
was speaking; ho said, " Smith, you will see the damnedest row here in a little while 
that you ever saw iu your life." I said, I guess not." After the aftair occurred I 
thought that, perhaps, indicated that it was an understood thing. And other tinners 
went to show that it was a preconcerted plan. Afterward a friend of mine said that if 
he had thouHit I had bc^en in any danger, being there in my office v>^hcn the firing 
commenced, lie would have sent for mo and had mo come away. 

Question. Were there any other facts to show a preconcert ? 
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Answer. None, of my own personal knowledge, more than the clay prcvions to the 
meetin*]: I saw a man by the name of Perkins fixing up his gun in his store. I do not 
know that that would be regarded as any indication. 

Question. Did he take any part in the proceedings of the next day ? 

Ansxccr. I could not say, of my own personal knowledge, that he did. 

Question. Did you hear any one advise to wait before firing, that the time had not 
arrived yet ? 

Answer. Tliat was a man named Robert Ilamblett, who drew a derringer when Par- 
sons was speaking, and said, ^' Let mo kill the God-damned old son of a bitch." That 
was his language. Three or four grabbed his arm and held it up, and several of them 
said, Don't shoot yet ; it is not time." And that quieted him down. After the first 
shot was lired, then I heard a man say distinctly, Go in, boys; now is your time." 

Question. Who was he ? 

Answer. Colonel J. J. Jolly. And let me say hero now that he w^aa sitting with his 
back to me ; he was sitting in the window, and there were one or two men between 
him and me. I could not swear to him, only from his voice, which I knew very well. 
I believe it was his voice that I heard make that remark. Immediately upon that the 
general firing eomuHMiced. 

Question. What relation did he hold to the meeting—was ho a republican or demo- 
crat / 

Answer. He was supposed to be c democrat ; he spoke in the democratic meeting. 
Question. Was this at the republican meeting ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. The democratic meeting had then adjourned ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Can you state any other facts, within your knowledge, to show that vio- 
lence was ]>renieditated there, or have you stated all that yon knov/ ? 

Answer. There was a man who came from Hale County, an adjoining county, the 
day ait<M-, and said that he met some men coming from Eutaw and going back to 
Greensboro ; he met tliem at the river, and heard thenl say they had been over 
tln're and made the radicals jump once, and would again if they hatl a nuM^ing." 

Question. Were vou summoned as a witness to attend the trial of the parties at Mo- 
bi]<> ? 

Answer. I was subpo(Pnaed at Demo]iolis, upon the examination befiu-e the United 
States commissioner. That examination was postjioned, on acecmnt of tlu^ absence of 
ini])ortant witnesses, until the '^()th day of December, at Mobile, the time the grand 
jury wiM'e to meet. I was subjiipnaed to attend there. The examination was wai"S'ed 
before the United States connuissioner, and 1 was summoned to serve on the grand 
jury in the United States c(mrt. 

Que>ition. Having been summoned once as a witness, did anj" of the parties charged 
with the riot make any threats to deter you fnnn attending ? 

Answer. When the warrants were issued for t]ies<' ])arties — I think there were twelve 
of them — aflidavits were made before the United States commissioner and warrants 
issued fi)r thr'ir arrest; that was prior to the election some time, when the circuit court 
was in s<'ssion. A deputy marshal camo there expecting to arrest tln' parties. I, being 
the clerk of the court, the^- made known to me who were the parties. No others in 
the county knew for whom they had warrants. I assisted them as much as I could in 
identifying the ])arties. The grand jury of the county was in session at the time, and 
they investigated the case somewhat. 1 was sunnnoned as a witness before the grand 
jury. Having on a former occasion been before the grand jury of the county in a very 
aggravated case, I did not like to go before them this time. I told my brother, v/ho 
was the judge of the court, that, if it was possible, 1 wished he would assist me in 
keeping away from the grand jury. He said very frankly that he could not do so ; that 
if I was subpcenaed I would luive to go before 'them. I was subpoenaed to go before 
the grand jury on the last day of the session of the court to give evidence in regard 
to this riot. Before giviug my testimony I told the grand jury that I had given testi- 
mony in the case of the assassination of T5oyd ; that they had taken a solemn oath not 
to divulge anything that transpired within the jury -room ; and yet not three days 
had passed when my testimony was known all over the county. I told them I would 
rather go to jail than give my' testimony there, unless it could be kept secret. They 
assured me that it should be as secret as the grave, and I gave my testimony. About 
three days after that, immediately after I came l)ack from Demopolis— the court ad- 
journed on Saturday, I went to Demopolis on Monday and returned on Tm^sday — U])on 
my return, word was sent to me from one of the parties against whom I had given tes- 
timony that he intended to shoot me on sight. He was bailitf, acting for the court at that 
time. After three were arrested a great many fled and went into the woods, thi^ bailifi:* 
with the rest. Some arrangement was then elfected by which these parties could come 
back to toAvn. This man came iuto my office to get me to certify for his pay as ])ailiir, 
I was in there by myself; I said to him, ''John, I understand that you said you were 
going to shoot mo on sight; now, this is the first time we have met, and this is as good 
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a chance to do it as any ; and if you can shoot quicker than I it is all right." He said 
that perhaps he had said so ; but he was drunk. " But," said he, " there is one thin^r, 
YOU will not be permitted to testify before the United States grand jury." I replied, 

We will see about that." I told him that his kind of men, when they came face to 
face with a man, did not seem to do very much. I talked to him in that way— I do not 
remember exactly what I said— to give him to understand that I vas not particularly 
afraid of any one of them. That was the only threat made to me personally. Of course 
I heard rumors that I would be assassinated, &c. 

Qucsilon. Were you at Mobile ? 

Jimccr. I was ; 'l served on the grand jury. 

Question. Were you there at .the time Mr. Cockrell was there as a witness ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. , . • 

Quesiion. Do you know anything about his being beaten on his return home ? 
Anm'ej\ Only from hearsay. 

Question. Were you present in Eutaw at the time the assault was made upon Mr. 
Burton, the candidate for lieutenant governor? 
Juswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. State the circumstances of that assault. 

Jnswa-. That was after the election, some time. Mr. Burton was the editor of a 
republican paper in Demopolis. By an act of the legislature he was designated as the 
county printer, not only for.the county of Marengo, in which Demopolis is situated, 
but also for such other counties as the probate judge might designate. He did the 
county printing for Greene County. He came to Eutaw on some business connected 
with the probate judge, some collections. The train arrived at noon on Saturday. As 
Judge Davis, the probate judge, was not there, he (Mr. Burton) waited till Monday. 
On Monday morning I went to my office. I boarded Avith Judge Davis. Mr. Burton 
and Judge Davis came to my office ; he went into Judge Davis's office first. There 
was a great deal of restlessness on the part of several men outside. That was some- 
where about ten o'clock, I think, ISIr. Burton came once to my office. I saw a great 
many men whom T knew io be desperate characters walking about, and apparently 
watching for him; I saw them on the strec^ts, with their revolvers buckled on. I told 
lilr. Burton that I feared there would be trouble, and asked him to keep with me. I 
told him I was going across the square, to the office of Mr. Cockrell, who was a lawyer, 
and asked him to go with me. We walked along down there, and, after doing my 
business there, I told Mr. Burton I had some business with Judge Miller, who was at 
the probate office at that time, and if he would wait at Mr. Cockrell's office until I 
could go over there and attend to my business, I would come back and go down with 
him to take the train at 12 o'clock. He said he would do so, and I went up to Judge 
Millci-'s office. I was a little longer than I expected to be doing my business. In the 
mean time Mr. Burton started back alone. What I am telling you now about the lirst 
attack upon Mr. Burton is what he told me himself; I did not see it. As he was going 
along a man came up with a large stick and asked him if his name w<as Burton ; he- 
replied yes ;'* he then asked him if he was the editor of the "Republican," and he 
said " yes." Upon that he deliberately struck at him with the stick with all the power* 
he possessed. Mr. Burton dodged the blow, and the force of it turned him around. 
Mr. Burton had a little derringer in his pocket, which he then pulled out and cocked. 
The man pulled out a revolver. I^iurton said to him, " Who are you, and what do you 
wantf He replied, I want you to put up your pistol." Burton said, "Put up yours, 
and I will put up mine." He put up his pvstol, and Burton put up his. They then" 
separated and walked off. After Burton had walked a little distance, this fellow raui 
up behind him and struck him over the head and knocked him down. Burton says, 
that is the last he remembers of what took place then. An old negro, who was stand- 
ing there and saw it all, told me that after the fellow had kuocked Burton down with 
his stick he pulled out his pistol and snapped it at him, but it did not go off. He then 
clubbed him with the pistol, inflicting wounds which I afterwards saw. The fellow 
then ran off with a hoot, saying, " I've finished him." As I came from the probate 
office back into the court-house — there was a passage-way through the court-house ; I. 
came in at the north door, my office being on the south side — I met Mr. Burton coming 
into the door, reeling and staggering, his face all bloody, and head all cut. There 
were two men there, and I asked who had assaulted him. They said they did not 
knou'. ^Ir. Burton was not conscious what he was about at the time. He was bleed- 
ing very badly. After he had sat in my office a few moments, I saw that he was growing 
faint. There were perhaps fifty people in the street. I took Burton by the arm to 
help him to the house, which was about half a mile distant. I walked with him down 
over the same ground over which he had come ; wo went right through the angle ot 
two streets. As I was walkin^^ along there were on each side of the street men with 
revcdvers in their hands, and I heard several voices say, " Let us finish him, the damned 
eon of a bitch." I stopped and pulled out luv revolver, and told them that I would 
kill the first man that approached us. They then stopped. Wo went down home, I 
having to carry him a great deal of the way. When I got to the house he could not 
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stand. I immediately sent for the doctor. He came there and said Burton was in a 
dangerous condition/but he thought that perhaps he would get over it. A negro was 
sent for some pl^ijsters, and a man named Hard way sent word back by the negro that 
if Burton did not aie, the doctor should give him something to kill him. 
Qucniion. Ho\v did you learn that ? 

Ansircr. The negro boy said so. Then Judge Davis told me in the evening that a 
former judge and some other men had told him to say to me That they intended to come 
down ti) The house that night and kill Burton, and that if I resisted them they intended 
to kill me also; I sent back word to those >uen that I was prepared for them, that I 
should resist them, and if they came there 1 intended to light them to the last; they 
did not come. Burton had a sister living at Mobile ; I telegraphed to her and to some 
of his friends, and she came up two days afterward with a gentlemen friend to take 
care of him and get him away as soon a^s ])ossible. Going up on the train some man 
from Eutaw, John D. Steele, asked him if he was going to Eutaw; he said '' yes he 
then asked him if he was going there to get Burt()n away ; he said he was ; the man 
then said that he had better not do it, because they did not intend to let him get away 
alive. 

By ^klr. Van Trump : 
Question. This is hearsay I suppose. 
Ausivci: The man himself told me so. 
/ 

By tlie CiiAimiAN : 
Question. What was the motive for the attack? 
Ausim\ I cannot tell. 

(Jucstiou. What did the man say to Burton f 

^Insnrr. All the conversation was this: The man asked him if he was named Burton, 
and if he was the editor of the Kepublican. 

(Juc-sUou. Do you know the man who assaulted him ? 
^InsH-cr. Yes. sir. 
(^htef^ihu. Who was he ? 

Jn.Hircr. He was a man counected with the printing of the pa])er ])ublished in Eutaw 
called the Whig and Obsiuwer ; I do not know Avhat he was doing on it. 
(Question. How soon was this after the election ! 

An^u-cr. I think it was from the ."Slh to the 10th of DiM cmlHr ; 1 will not be certain 
as to the exact time. 

Qtu'L-t'to)K Had Mr Ihirton been particularly obnoxious in any way, politically or 
personally / 

Auhiccr. No, sir: there was uothing objectionable in the articles ])ublished in hisnews- 
])aper. He uever used i\w name of the uum who as.saulte(l hiui to my certain knowledge. 
It was always supposed that Mr. Burton did not know the man.. 

Quc^iion. Was the man an-ested 

Auiinrr. No, sir. 

(Jiiestion. Was any information laid against him ? 

^Insivtr. It was dcme right in the face and eyes of the sheritY; I know the sherifl' was 
right in town: I do not think there was any atlidavit made against the party ; Ire- 
member that ^Ir. Burton said to the judge of probate, Judge Davis, that if he would 
issue a warrant he might consider it sworn to by him: l)ut h(,' never njade an atlidavit 
against the x^^^i'ty — not a regular affidavit, signed; I do not think there ever was a 
warrant issued for his arrest. 

Question. Did the assault occur in one of the principal streets of the town ? 

Answer. liight by the court-house S(iuare. 

Qnedion. What is your syst(Mn of administering civil justice : have you subordinate 
magistrates to take information ? 

Ansivcr. The probate judge is also the county court judge ; he has criminal jurisdic- 
tion. 

Question. Was his duty to issue warrants originally ? 

Ansu-er. It is his duty or the duty of any nVagistrate to issue a warrant. Ibit this 
was a ease of that character that it involved felony, and the county judge had no juris- 
diction for trial. His jurisdiction extends only to cases of petty larceny, misdemeanors, 
and affrays. In this case the i)arty would have to be bound over to answer an indict- 
by the grand jury. 

By :Mr. Vax Trump: 
Question. In another court? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; in the circuit court. 

Question. The probate jtidge had power to examine and commit? 
Ayiswer. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Was this case ever examined by the grand jury ? 
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Answer. The case occured in December. A court was held there a short time since, 
and 1 liavc been informed by young Cockrell, who is here, that this man is still at large ; 
I do not know from my own personal knowledge. 

Question. What were the party relations of this man who assaulted Mr. Burton j was 
he a democrat f 

A7mrei\ Oh, yes ; he is noted as a very desperate character. 

question. Was he one of the parties engaged in the riot there T 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. One of the defendants ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Has Mr. Burton recovered from his injuries ? 
Answer. Not wholly. 

Question. What knowledge have you derived from persons who have made complaint 
to you while you were the circuit court clerk of whippings and scourgings that have 
occured in Greene County ? 

Answer. My position there is circuit clerk, before whom by the laws of the State no 
complaints could be made, and I could not issue warrants. Several persons came to *^ 
me and asked rae to show them where they could make complaints ; a great many have 
told me of scourgings and whippings, though not all that occured, I suppose; I know 
that at the commencement of the court last fall three parties came to my office, from 
the northern part of the county, and said they had been badly beaten ; my brother 
was there at the time, and the gi-and jury was in session ; he immediately called the 
attention of the county solicitor to the case, and had them subpoenaed before the grand 
jury J nothing was done, however, in regard to the matter. 

Question. From information thus derived will you state how many whi^jpings have 
occurred in that county ? I do not ask you to give the details, but to state generally 
the number of whippings that have occurred. 

Answer. There was the case of those three persons; then a man by the name of Cave 
Davis; I do not think I can recall more than six cases within the last year. 

Question. Have any persons been convicted in the county for any offense of that char- 
acter ? 

Answer. No, sir ; not up to the time that I left there. 

Question. How were these whippings represented to have been inflicted ; by persons 
in disguise ? 
Answei: Yes, sir. 

Question. By any number of persons ? 

Answer. All the way from live or six up to 25. These three men, or two men and a 
woman, who came to my office, said that there were some 20 persons came to thcii 
house.. 

Question. In the day-time or at night? 
Answer. At night. 

Question. IIow long have you lived in Choctaw Cbunty ? 
Answer. Since about the 1st of January. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of the assassination of Mr. Boyd in Eutaw ? 

Answei\ 1 was there at the time ; I know that he was killed, but I have no personal 
knowledge of the manner in which he was killed. I saw him in the morning before 
he was laid out ; I was among the first to see him in the morning. I did not know of 
it during the night when it occurred. 

Question. At what time was that ? 

Answer. It was on the 31st of March, 1870. The sheriff told me that he saw the par- 
ties ride into town. * 
Question. Did he arrest any of them? ^ 
Anstcer. No, sir. 

Question. Did he make the attempt to arrest them ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How many did he say there were? 

Ansu'cr. He told me that there must have been forty : I think that was the number 
ho estimated them at. 

Question. Did the sheriff understand why Boyd was assassinated ? 

Ansicer. He never told mo, if lie did. 

Question. Did he say why he did not arrest the parties? 

Answer. He said that it would have been folly for him to have attempted it. 

Question. W ere they armed ? 

Answxr. He said they were armed to the teeth. I asked him why he did not let 
Judge Davis and myself know it. He said that he did not know why. The fact of the 
business was ho h^t a lew men know of it who would bo the last to do anything like 
pursuing at night, iimnediately after it occurred. Judge Davis and myself, and Squire 
Lockrell \y lo were the only white republicans there, or who professed themselves to 
be such, did not know anything of it until the morning. 

Question. About what time of the night did it occur? 
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ylnstcer. The sherilf said it was fifteen iiiiuutes before 11 o'clock 
Question. Wliat is the populaiiou of that towu ? 
Atmcer. From 1,500 to 1,800. 

Question. If there were any disposition to arrest men of that kind in a town of that 
size, could a posse have been summoned at that hour of the night sufficient to have ar- 
rested some of them ? 

A nsu-er, I think so ; I remember that one old citizen there, Chancellor Clark, a prom- 
inent lawyer, asked the shcritf why he did not sununon a posse. The sheriff said luv 
eould not'hnve got anybody to have gone with him. The old chafre(dlor said, " I would 
have go]ie myself." 

Question. Is Chancellor Clark living there now ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; although he is a very old man, still he follows his profession as a 
lawyer. 

Q\icstion. How old was Boyd 1 

A usury. I should think he was in the neighborhood of thirty years of age. 
Question. Was hl^ a native of Alabama ? « 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was any reason assigned for his murder ? 

Answer. Yes, sir f there were several reasons assignied for it. One reason was that 
some iifteen years ago he and another man, a sou of Judge ^liller, got into a difiieulty 
with a young man by the name of Charner Brown, and Brown was killed. ^Ir. Boyd 
was arrested and convicted for the killing of that man, and sentenced to till', peniten- 
tiary for a number of years ; I canTiot say exactly how many. After hv, liad been then^ 
a short time the jury who sat upon his trial, with other i)ersons, j>etitioned to the ex- 
ecutive for a commutation of his sentence, and lie granted it. 1 think the governor at 
that time was Governor Winston. Instead of holding Boyd to his sentence they r<?> 
leased him after twelve months in the jail. During the war Boyd served in the con- 
federate army, not voluntarily I think ; I think he remained out until hf thouglit h< 
would be conscripted if he di\l not go. He went into a sort of home guards. He Avas 
(dected or appointed, I am not certain whicli, as solicitor of the county. It has been 
claimed by some that his murder was in retaliation for tho killing of Brown fifteen 
years before; although the jury who tried him had petitioned to th<' governor and got 
ins sentence commuted. Another reason given was this : i)rior to the :Ust of ^larch, 
some time during the first part of the year, a man by the name of Snoddy was killed ; 
two negroes were arrested for the murder, and had a preliminary examination and 
were committed to jail to await the finding of the grand jury. A short tim<' after they 
were committed to jail ; whether they escaped or were taken out I cannot say pos- 
itively — they were out of jail. One of them I think was found dead not long after, 
and soon after that the father of one of those men who had been committed to the jail, 
an old man, against whom there was no evidence implicating him in the murder, was 
found hanging to a tree. Mr. Boyd, beinj^ the < ounty solicitor, had taken extra pains 
in the case, and had shown a great deal of earnestness in obtaining evidence to convict 
some i)arties of the hanging of this old man. 

By :Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Were these parties white or black ? 

Answer. The man who was hung was black ; the man whose body was found was 
black. Snoddy, who was killed, was a white man. The persons committed to jail 
were negroes, and the father of one of the men committed to jail was found hanging to 
a tree. Mr. Boyd being a man very eager in ev(;rything he undertook to do, if he had 
the least idea of success, could not keep it to himself. He did not hesitate to say that he 
had evidence sufdcient to convict certain parties of the hanging of this old man, and 
that he intended to keep the grand jury in session for six months but that they should 
find an indictment against them. He told this to me as clerk of the court. I said to 
him, If you have such evidence as that yon had better keep it to yourself." The land- 
lord of the hotel where he boarded said that Boyd told him the same thing in the 
hotel, in the presence of some of the very parties against whom he had evidence, and 
in a short time after that ho was killed. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Was the grand jury in session when he wa.s killed? 
Ansxver. No, sir. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. You have heard those two causes assigned for his being killed? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Has any one been arrested for his murder ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Was the subject investigated by the grand jury? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

4 



^ CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



QhcsUou, Was tliere any identifieation of persons connected with the murder? 

Answer. No, sir. In their report to the court the whole idea they conveyed was that 
the parties came from an adjoining county. They did not* deny that he was killed hy 
^ Kn-Klux, or disguised persons, but they conveyed the idea that the persons came from 
an adjoining county. 

Question. Where had this man Brown lived? 

Jnsu'cr. In Greene County, some twelve miles from Eutaw. 

By Mr. VAN'ltiUMP: 

Quesiion. Did you say the grand jmy repoiled as a reason for not finding an indict- 
ment that the parties came from another county ? 
Ansiccv. They conveyed the idea that the parties came from outside of the county. 
Question. Was that the reason assigned ? 

Answer. I suppose they could not find an indictment against parties out of tho 
county. 

Question. Nc^t for a crime committed in the county ? 

Answa'. Not if the parties lived out of the county. 

Question. Did they give that as a reason for not liuding an indictment ? 

Answa-. No, sir; not as a reason, though it was a reason. They could not identify 
any of the parties ; but all they said was,' that in their opinion they came from an ad- 
joining county. 

Question. What was tho reply of your brother, the judge, to that ? 
Answer. He had the report of the grand jury filecf and put xi])on record, and, of course, 
he had no reply to make to it. 
Question. Yon think not ? 
Answer. He did not make any reply. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Will you state what you know about the state of affairs in Choctaw 
County ? 

Answer. I was there after January, on my plantation ; my brother has a plantation 
there of some four thousand acres; he is also a judge of the circuit court. I was there 
at tho time tho judge of probate was shot ; I did not see him until the next morning ; 
he said he was shot at about 3 o'clock on a Saturday afternoon. I saw him the next 
morning ; I can only give you his story ; I can state that ho was woiyidcd in the arm. 

Question. What is his name ? 

Answer, F. M. Hill. I had seen anonymous letters that he had received ; I have seen 
one since then warning him that if he did not Vacate his office he would be killed. 
Question, Did he make any statement to you on the next morning after that occurred ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was his statement ? 

Answer. He has a plantation some ten miles from the county seat; he i& in the habit, 
on Saturday nights, of driving out there to spend Sundays; he. went through a littlo 
village, of the name of !Mount Sterling, and was going down a little hill, sitting in his 
carriage, driving with his left hand ; he is a large, portly man. As he got near the 
bottom of tho hill he heard the crack of a rifle and felt a littlo sting in the arm, and, 
turning his eyes, saw a man behind the fence, with his rifle sticking up through the 
fence. He could not identify the man, though he could see that there was a man there, 
and could see the rifle. He had no weapons with him, and immediately drove over the 
creek and went to a doctor, and had his wound dressed. The bullet made a flesh- 
wound ; I saw him tho next morning. » 

Question. W^as there anything to show that that attempt at assassination was con- 
nected in any way with the discharge of his duties as probate judge, or with his 
political opinions ? 

Ansiver. Nothing that I know of. He had had previous warnings to vacate his office 
or ho would be killed. 

Question. What is there to show that that was more than an ordinary attempt at 
highway robbery" or murder ? • ^ 

Answer. There is nothing in the thing itself, unless you connect it with the warnings 
which he had had. 

Question. Is that all you know of that case? 

Answer. It was investigated before the grand jurv, but no indictment was found. 
Question. He could not identify the man ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. That is tho reason no indictment was found ? 
Answa-: Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. What other occurrence do you know of in that county bearing upon the 
subject of our investigation as to the security of life or property ? 
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Answer. Immediately after my brother and myself left the plantatioD to go to Mobile 
to attend the trial of these Eutaw rioters, my brother's giu-housc, en<^iue — he had a very 
line one — <;rist-mill, press, about five thousand bushels of cotton seed, inttMided to l)e 
converted into meal, the bridge which crosses the creek -which divides our plantatioris, 
a very large creek, and about half a mile of fence, were burned. The bridge was not 
burned entirely: it was set on hre but put out before it was entirely destroyed. AVlien 
I came np froin Mobile, I went to the plantation to investigate the facts of the casi'. 
The men on the i)laee said that they tracked tour men to the gin-house from across the 
bridge; also, that from that point* they tracked lifteen horses and nmles np to what 
is called the eross-roads, som(> eight miles from the jdace. They also said that ther<^ 
was an old negro man who saw and counted lifteen men passing nj) there Just about 
daylight, going on north towards Sumter County. AVhether those iu<'n did this or not, 
Ave cannot say. But wo know that the buildings were set on lir(\ because they were 
burned on a Thursday night, and the engine h;id not been used since thr Saturday pre- 
vious, and there was no tire anywhere about tho buildings. 

Question. Have thei'e been any whii)pings in Choctaw^ County ? 

AnsHrr. No complaints have been made to me |)ersonally. except in one ease. A man 
on our place was summoned to ap]>ear belbre th<' court. I sent a note by himto go by the 
way of Mount jSterling, and get our mail on his return. He went for th(^ mail, and 
his report and that of others to mo was— then- were two other colored men witli him — 
that he was set upon and beaten by aV»out twenty-live men in the jdace. 

Quesiion. Wen^ they masked or in disguise / 

AiiHirer. No, sir. 

(Juestion. That was his statement about it ? 
^liisirer. Yes. sir. 

(JiHstion. Have tliere been any proceedings in the county to compel the resignation of 
olhccrs f 

Ansiver. I was not prc^scnt at any meeting f(H- that purjjose, because I had just gone 
to our home, at the time of the resignation of the sheritf ami adjournment of the 
C(mrt when my biother was hohling it. Pc^rhaps I should say souK^thing about that. 
My brother conmienees liis court in Clioetaw County. Prior to the meeting of tlie 
court the slieritf told my brother that he intended to resign ; that he did not think \ui 
could hohl court there, the ])eople were so exeit<*d. He was urged not to resign, and 
linally Dersnaded not to. The court was connn<'nced andhehl the lirst week with good 
success and in qui(4. The court was held on the Monday and Tuesday of the see(jnd 
week. Tuesday evening there was a great deal of disturlKince in the town. A 
great many men came in there, and there was a gnnit deal of boisterousness about the 
town. 

(Question. What was the cause of this excitement or disturbance? 

Answer. I eaimot tell you; it was the intention probably to break up the court. This 
was on Tuesday. The judge sent the sherilf out to stop the noise, and if the parties 
did not stop the noise to bring them into court. The sheritf went out and they were 
cpiii^t. After the court adjourned they were about town cursing the dannu'd radicals, 
and very noisy most of the night. Wednesday morning the sheriif handed in his resig- 
nation to the court, saying that he was no longer sheritf, thereby blocking the wheels 
of the court, and the court had to adjourn. 

(Jiustion. Was the sheritf a republican or a democrat ? 

Answer. He was a republican. The judge asked the reason for his resigning, and he said 
that he had very reliable information that they iutiended to break uj) tin; court, and he 
could not keep order ; so he would resign. Inmiediately after the eoini adjourned, an 
indignation meeting, as they called it, was h(;ld. The chairman of the meeting, as he 
took the stand, stated that the object of the meeting was to pass resolutions re- 
questing the officers of the county, of tln^ circuit court, and of the district, to resign, 
and if they did not resign to take them out of their ollices. One man there by tlio 
name of Wiley Coleman, a lawyer and a democrat, and a very good man, came into the 
meeting and made a speech there. He told them that they would be sorry for that 
day's work ; and he introduced some resolutions, w^hich were adopted, a copy of 
which I have in my pocket. 



Washington, D. C, June 5, 1^1. 

ARTHUR A. SMITH, examination continued. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Was the proceeding narrated by you, at the close of your testimony on 
Saturday last, followed by the resignation of any of the officers of that county f 

Answe): I do not know that it was the result of that meeting — it might have been 
because of an anonymous letter that he received — but the tax-collector of the county 
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resigned his oflTico. That vras tho only one, I thinlv. I am not advised as to whether 
the probate judge has resigned ; he told me he should resign. 

QifC8iion, Are you at present clerk of the circuit court m Greene County? 

Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question, Has your term expired, or did you resign? 
Jtmccr, I resigned. 

Quc8tio7i, For what reason ? . j, 

Answer, For tjio reason that I could not live there m safety. 
question. What prevented you from living there in safety ? 
Answer, Violence. 

Question. Were any threats made against you ? 

Aimve)', There have been several anonymous letters sent to me. About the first of 
the year, after I left there, several people, who were friends to me as far as they could 
be, told my wife by no means to allow me*to go back there, because I would not be 
permitted to go from tho train to my boarding-place without being assassinated. 

Question, Was that on account of your being a witness, or having participated in 
that meeting? 

Answer, I have been told by several lawyers, particularly by Chancellor Clark, who 
is a leading lawyer there, that, so far as my official conduct there was concerned, there 
was no complaint against me. It may sound a little egotistical on my part, but he 
told me to my face that I made the best clerk they ever had there ; they had nothing 
against me— that was before I was a witness ; that they had nothing against me, only 
that I belonged to the usurping party. 

Qiiesiion, Did he communicate to you any desire that you should resign? . 

Answer. Not at that time ; no, sir. 

Question, Do you know of any school-house having been burned in that county? 

Answer. I do. I was county suiieiiutendent of education for that county. I not only 
know of school-houses having been burned, but of men having been driven from the 
county because they were teachers in tho colored schools. 

Question, When did that occur? 

Answer, That occurred in the last of 1869, and during the year 1870. 

Question, Did you, in your official capacity as superintendent of schools, make any 
investigation into those cases ? 

Ans^ver, I called the attention of the grand jury to them, and gave the names of sev- 
eral witnesses to be subpa?naed. I know there was no result of the investigation, so 
far as any one being even indicted or arrested. 

Question, How many school-houses were destroyed in the county ? 

Answer. I now recollect five that were destroyed. 

Question, By what means were the teachers to whom you refer driven away ? 

Answer, I had teaching there two young men from the North, and one who was not 
a noi-them man. Not only were threats made to them personally, as they reported to 
me, but they were given so long a time to leave the place where they were ; and one 
man, who came from Circleville in Ohio — I think that was the place — told me that he , 
v/ould have to leave for fear of personal harm ; and he did leave. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question, What was his name ? 

Answer, His name was, I think, S. E. Haynes. He was from Circleville in Ohio ; I 

think it was in Greene County. 

Question, Circleville is in Pickaway County. < 
Anstcer, The other man was from Indiana. His school-house was burned, and a^ 

note was left, telling him he must leave there within a certain time, or he would be 

harmed. 

Question, Are you as distinct in your recollection that it was Circleville, Ohio, that 
this man Haynes came from, as you are that it w%is from Greene County ? 

Ans^ver. I will not bo positive as to the name of the town ; I am sure that it was in 
Greene County, Ohio, and I think it was Circleville. I have letters in my possession^, 
which would give the information. His name was S. E. Haynes, or S. A. Haynes. ^ 

By tho CiiAiRMAX: 

Question. How are your grand and traversb jurors selected ? 

Answer, The probate judge, the clerk of the court, and the sheriff meet on the first 
^londay in January of each year, I think, and select from the registered list of voters 
the names of those who are competent to serve as jurors. Those names are registered 
and put on file in the judge of probate's office, and duplicates of those names are 
nut into a box. Twenty days before each court there are drawn from the names in tho 
box a sufficient number for the juries. As they are drawn a list is made of them, and 
their names are put in another box. Two terms are held in a year, and thcv are drawn 
from that registered list. At the commencement of the next year a new list is made, 
and those of tho old list who have not been drawn are put back into the box. 



ALABAMA. 



53 



By m\ Pool : 

Question. Ho^v many names do yon put in the first box? 

Answer. I do not think there is "any specific number j my impression is that they put 
in ^vhat is supposed to be a sufficient number. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. In drawing your grand and traverse jurors in Greene and Choctaw Counties, 
are there a fair proportion of coh)red men on the juries ? 

Answer. Yes ; it was a good, fair drawing, with a faiv proportion of each. 

Question. Were the colored jurors notified, and did they attend ? 

Answer. We had a great many cases where they did not appear, and of course a de- 
fault or forfeiture was entered against them. In their explanations or excuses, when 
the scire facias was issued to them, in a great many instances they said they were not 
notified ; that was the case particularly in Greene County. My acquaintance in Choc- 
taw County is not sufficiently extensive to enable me to tell ; 1 have been there but a 
short time. But that was the case in Greene County. In regard to those who were 
notified— two instances of which I remember — they said that they were threatened if 
they served on the jury. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. How long have you lived in Alabama? 
An8wei\ I have lived there since May, 18t)9. 
Question. When were you made clerk of the court there ? 
Answer. I was made clerk in October, 1869. 

Question. You became clerk of the court within five months after you went to Ala- 
bama to live ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You were appointed clerk ? 

Answer. I was. 

Question. By whom ? 

Answer. By the judge of the circuit. 

Question. Who was the judge of the circuit? 

Answer. My brother, L. K. JSmith. 

Question. How long has he lived there? 

Answer. I think he went there in 1865. 

Question. Where from ? 

Answer. I think he went from Michigan. 

By Mr. Van Ti^ump: 
Question. Are you sure he went as oarly as 1865 ? 

Answer. The war closed in 18()r>, After be was mustered out he came east, and then 
went to Chicago and Detroit. When he entered the Army he went from Detroit. It is 
my impression that it was in the fall of 1865 that he went to Alabama; I will not be 
positive about that, but I know he was there during the first of 1866. 

By Mr. Blaiu : 
Question. When was he made judge of the circuit? 

Answer. He was elected by the people at the same time that they voted upon the 
new constitution of the State, and when the other State officers were elected. 

Question. That was in 1868, wIkmi the constitution was voted down by the people ? 

Answer. It was at the time that Governor Smith and others were elected ; it was in 
February, 1868, 1 think. 

Question. At that election, or at the first election thereunder the reconstruction laws, 
the constitution was voted down ; a majority of the peoi)le voted against it, 1 believe. 
It was at that same election that Governor Smith was elected ; but the constitution, 
nevertheless, was declared by Congress to have been adopted. Who had been clerk 
previous to your appointment ? 

Answer. A man by the name of Sidney W^ormack, who died. 

Question. How long did you retain the clerkship ? 

Answer. I resigned in January or February last ; I forget the exact date. 

Question. Was any violence ever oflered to you while .you were in that office ? 

Answer. There was no X)articular violence ottered to me, except once; a drunken 
man came into my oifice and commenced to abuse me and threaten me somewhat, but 
I very soon got rid of him. 

Question. Then the reason for your resigning was sim^dy the anonymous letters you 
say you received ? 

Answer. That, and communications made to me through others, and then the general 
feeling there. 

Question. Was any violence ottered to these young men from Xew England, whom 
you appointed to teach school ? 
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They were not from New En^jland. 
Question. Well, from the North. . , , 

Answer. Yes, sir ; one of them reported to rae that some meu came to the place where 
he was living/in disguiso, iu the night, with pistols, and threatened that if he did not 
leave there \vithin a certain time they would kill him or harm him. 
Question. Were yon one of the supervisors of election iu 1870 ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I was a memlier of the board of supervisors. The hoard is consti-* 
tuted of the probate judge, the clerk of the circuit court, and the sheriff of the county. 
Question. EAch has equal authority in that board ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. i • ^ i 

Question. Did you assist in appointing the officers of election for that year ? 
Answer. I did not. 

Question. You did not perform that part of your duty ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Wio did it ? 

Answer. The probate judge 'and the sheriff, I suppose ; the laws say that any two of 
the board can perform the duty in the absence of either member. 
Question. You are now living in Choctaw County ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question, With your brother, the judge ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is he j^till judge of the circuit ? 
Answe): He is; that is, he was at last accounts. 

Question. You were iu Mobile recently, on thfe trial of tke Eutaw rioters ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. As one of the witnesses ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

. Question. The trial was postponed ? 
Answer. Ye%, sir. 

Questim. Dp you know the reason of its postponement ? 

Ans^cer. It was postponed on account of the absence of an important witness on be- 
half of the Government. 

Question. Who was that witness ? 
Answer. Major Charles Hays. 

Question. Were there many other persons there as witnesses on the x)art of the United 
States? 

Answer. My impression is that there were several there; everyone who was sub- 
popnaed to be there was there, I think, with one exception. 
Question. How many i)ersons were indicted for that riot ? 
Answer. There were twenty persons indicted. 
Question. Were they in custody or on bail ? 
Answer. I think ten were on bail ; the others were at large. 
Question. They had never been arrested ? 

Ansicer. No, sir; I think there were ten at that time ; I do not know whether there • 
have been any arrested since then, or whether any have come in and given bonds. 
Question. Did you see Mr. Hays there on the day of the riot ? 
Answer. I did. 

Question. Had he his little son with him ? 
Ansim-. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was he on the stand with his father ? 

Aimver. I cannot say ; I did not see :Major Hays when he got upon the stand. It was * 
not his son, it was his nephew who was with liim ; I cannot say whether he was on ^ 
the staml with him or not. I know he was right there iu front of the oflice, while the 
others were speaking, and his little nephew was with him. 

Question. How old was ho ? 

Answer. Perhaps nine or ten ; I do not know. 

Question. How many white republicans are there in the county of Greene? 

Answer. How many are there now ? - 

Question. Yes ; how many are there there altogether ? 

Ansivcr. Well, sir, that is a hard question for mo to answer. . . 

Que^ftion, Is there a large number of them'? 

Ansirer. Oh, no, no; according to my standard of republicanism, there area verv 
few there. . 

liy Jklr. Van Tuump : 
Question. Well, take as a test those voting the republican ticket. 

Answer. Well, they might not vote at all, and still pretend to be republicans. At ' 
the last election there were four white men who voted the republican ticket to my cer- 
tain knowledge. *^ 
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By Mr. Blair : 
Question. Yoii Avere one of them 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Mr. Cockrell was one of tht-m ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
(Question. Who were the others ? 
• Answer. Judge A. R. Davis, probate judge, and Major Hays. 
Question. Does Mr. Cockrell hold any otlice ? 

Answer. No, sir, I think not now; he did hold the office of guardian ad litem to the 
tounty, an appointment made by the probate judge. 

Question. You spoke of a man, Burton, who was maltreated. You say he was the 
county printer ? 

^in^wer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 
Question. Xot in that county. 

Answer. His paper was printed at Demopolis, Marengo County, twenty-eight miles 
from Eutaw. 

13y Mr. Blair: 

Question. I understood you to say Saturday that he was made county printer by act 
of the legislature. 

Answer. The act of the legislature authorized the probate judge of each county to 
designate the pai)er for the county printing: and the county judge of Green(; County 
designated his paper. 

Question. Did that law allow the judge to designate a paper printiMl out of the 
county ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, anywhere. 

Question. It allowed the probate judge of any county to designate a paper anywher<- 
inthebtatef 

Answer. I will not be certain about that ; my impression is, that it was a CQunty 
adjoining or a near county. 

By the Chairman: 
Question. In what year was that law passed ? 
Answer. I think it was passed in ISGS. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. I understood you to say that the party who assaulted Mr. Burton was in 
some way connected with a newsi)a])er. 
Answer. A mere employe, that is all. 

Question. Had that newspaper formerly enjoyed the county printing, before it was 
given to Ihirtou ? ' 
A)(swer. Yes, sir. 

Qu(stio)L AVas it ever intimated that the quarrel grew out of that business — out of 
th<' loss of that business ? 

Answtr. That was never intimated that I know of ; it may have been that that was 
the, motive which induced it ; but this man, who has no ])ecuniary interest in the 
printing, who is a mere employe in the office, would seem to have been a mer<^ tool in 
the hands of some one else, if the quarrel grew out of the fact that the printing was 
taken from that paper and given to anoth(!r. 

Question. The man might himself have lost employment by it. The jnipers selected 
for this work were generally radical pai)ers, were they not, the papers selected ])y the 
probate judges ? 

Answer. They were papers which supported the constitution bf the State of Alabama, 
and the Constitution of the United States. I cannot say whether you would call them 
radical ])apers; they were repuldiean papers. There was one exception, I think, to 
that rule, in the adjoining county. Hale County ; the probate judge designated a 
})aiH'r ])ublished in the county whicli was a conservative paper. 

Question. Was the probate judge himself a conservative / 

Answer. He was a republican. 

By Mr. Yax Trump: 

Question. In your statement in regard to the place from whence this man Haynes, 
the school-teacher, came, you said that he came from Circleville, Ohio, and from Greene 
County. Was it not Cedarville instead of Circleville ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, that was the place. 

Question, What was tin; character of this man Haynes ; I meau what were his ])oliti- 
eal sentiments ; did he believe largely in the divinity of the negro { 

Answer. No, sir, he did not : he was a very cbnservativ(> young man ; he said he had 
nothing to do with politics ; he never registered or voted in the county. 
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Question. Or mingle much with the negroes? 

Ansiccr. No, sir, not to my knowledge, no more than his duties as a teacher required. 
He had a little house ^Yhere ho lived by himself. 

By Mr. Tool: 

Question. How many white republicans were there iu Greene County in 1868? 

Ansicer. I cannot say ; I was not there. 

Question. How many were there when you first went there? 

Answer. There must have been twelve, at least. 

Question. Twelve who voted the republican ticket? 

Jn^rer. Yes, sir. , . , ^, ^ 

Question. You said that there were some there who said they were republicans and 

did not vote ; how many of them were there ? 
Answer. There were two or three; the State senator from that district did not,Yote, 

Mr. Mcintosh ; bo told me he did not vote. Mr. Haw^kins did not vote the ticket. The 

county treasurer, a son of A. II. Davis, did not vote, or did not vote the republican 

ticket. 

Question. Do you kuow^ the reason why they did not? 

An8Kei\ They told mo it would be dangerous to do it. The son of Mr. A. R. Davis, 
who lives up near Union, said that he could not stay there over night if he had voted 
the republican ticket. 

By Mr. Blair: 
Question. Was bo not understood to be a republican ? 
Ansicer. Not an active republican. 

Question. Active enough to hold an office under a republican administration ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That w^as pretty generally known, -svas it not? 
Answer. YeSj sir. 

By Mr. PooL4 

Question. Do the grand jury find bills against persons there for committing ordinary 
crimes? 

Answer. They find bills pretty freely against negroes for ordinary crimes. 
Question. Wliat character ot crimes ? 
Answer. Petty larceny and misdemeanors. 

Question. Do you suppose that an ordinary proportion of such petty crimes are in- 
dicted in the county, such as was the case before the war in other counties ? 
Answer. I think so. 

Question. The law is executed there as well as elsewhere in regard to those crimes ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Has there ever been any man indicted in that county, or in the court, for 
committing a crime in disguise ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question. No indictment been found at all ? 

Answer. Excuse mo ; I think that in the last fall term of court there were three par- 
ties indicted. 

Question, For what? 

An8wei\ The form of the indictment was for lynching. 
Question, Were the parties white or colored ? 
Answer. They were white. 

Question. Was the charge that they were in disguise ? 
Anstcer. Yes, sir. 

Question, And an indictment was found against them in your court ? 
Answer. They found an indictment. 
Question. That is the only case you know of? 

Answer. The only case since I have been connected with the court. 
Question. Has that case been tried ? 

Answer. No, sir ; the parties had not been arrested when I left there. 
Question. Why? 

Answer. Well, it could not have been for want of knowledge as to their whereabouts, 
for they were iu Eutaw several times to my certain knowledge, aiid in the presence of 
the sheriff, and were not arrested. 

Question. Did you issue a capias f 

Ansicer, 1 did. 

Question. Did you put it in the hands of the sheriff? 

Anstcer, Yes, sir. 

Question. There was no arrest ? 

Answer. No, sir. ^ 
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Question. Is there any organization in that county, any camps of these men, or any- 
thing of that sort ? 
Ansicer. Xot that I know of. 

Question. You have no personal knowledge of them ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you ever see them riding in disguise I 
Answer. I never have. 

Question. Do they frequently ride in disguise, as you learn from others? 
Answer. I am told so. 
Question. How often! 
A nswer. I cannot tell. 
Question. At stated times? 

Answer. When I was there I used to hear of it every week. 
Questimi. On what day of the week ? 
Answer. It was mostly Saturday night that they rode. 
Question. In what numbers 1 

Answer. All the way from three to twenty-live. I think on the occasion that Boyd 
was killed, the sherifli* estimated that there were more than forty or fifty of them. 

By Mr. BlaiPwI 
Quer^ion. You mean the solicitor, Boytt? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. Have any scourgings occurred recently ? 

Answer. Not that I know of personally ; only by hearsay, from other parties. 

Question. 1 mean, of course, as you learn from others; you could not have been present. 

Answer. A prominent man in Kutaw, a democrat, a ^Ir. Taylor — he goes by the name 
of Kit Taylor ; I do not know what his nami' is — a very large land-holder, said that it 
was reported to the authorities that one Flem Cross, wife, and family had been poisoned ; 
that the wife had died ; that warrants were issued for the arrest of sevei-al negroes ; 
that the sherili' took a posse and went down and arrested the negroes, and was going 
to Eutaw with tliem, when he was met by a ])arty of men in disguise, who inmiediately 
l)ut a guard over him, and took the negroes away from him and beat them very badly ; 
cut one man and one woman nearly to pieces, but did not kill them. 

Question. When was that if 

An^swer. That nmst have been in March last. 

Question. Now, return to the indietim^nts that were found; upon what parties was 
the lynching committed by those who were charged with committing it ? 

Answer. Upon some negroes. The indictment was for lynching; it was under an act 
for the purpose of suppressing lynching. Do not understand me to say that these j)er- 
sous were lynched, but the indictment was found under an act which was ])asse(l to 
suppress lynching. It was charged that tht;y did go upon a place in disguise, and beat 
and whip certain parties. 

Question. That was the charge in the indictment ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What is the politics of the paper i)ublislied in Greene County ? 
Answer. Democratic. 

(Question. What is the tone of that paper in its editorials in regard to these outrages ? 
Answer. It is rather quiet ; it does not say nmch. 
Question. Does it denounce them at all i? 

Answer. I never saw a piece in it denouncing them that I recollect of, except that 
npou one occasion it called upon the people to refrain from violence. 
Question. Who is the editor of that paper ? 
Answer. Joseph W. Taylor. 
Question. Is he a member of this organization? 
Answer. I cannot tell you. 
Question. You do not know ? 

Answer. No, sir. ^ 

Question. Has it been the custom in Alabama to give patronage — x>uulic printing, 
&:(!. — to papers that support the party in power ? 
Answer. Do you say, " Has it been the custom ?" 

Question. However, you have not been there long enough to answer that question. 
Is that the ciistom in Michigan ? 

Answer. 1 do not know ; I never lived in Michigan but one year. 
Question. From what State do you come ? 
Answer. From ^Slassachusetts. 

Question. Then I will ask you the question in regard to that State. 
Answer. I think it is the custom there. ^ 
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Qiicsiion. Would witnesses be safe to go into one of your courts and testify to a state 
of facts that would lead to the conviction of one of these marauders? 
Antiwcr. I do not think they would. - 

(^hl&'itio^^, Suppose that, upon a preliminary i n vest ij[;at ion, a witness should show by 
Ills testimony that ho knew enough to convict one o'f them ; would he bo safe during 
the time between the investigation and the final trial ? • 

A7i8ircr, 1 do not think he would; and perhaps I might right here substantiate that 
bv saying that a man who was beaten thero^and an indictment l7>und against the par- 
ties, was run out of the county. I issued several subpoenas for him to appear to attend 
the court, and he did not come. I issued an attachment for him ui^on an order of the 
court, and he gave bond for his appearance; but ho did not appear, and the bond was 
forfeited. He said that if ho came there he would be killed. Furthermore, another 
])arty, who was a witness in behalf of this nuin in the same case, told me, as a reason 
lor his not appearing, that ho was told if he appeared there he would be killed. The 
witness forfeited his bond, and an attachment was issued for him at the last court ; 
^Vhether ho came or not I do not know. 

Quesiion. Who went his bail? 

Jnsivc)'. Some man in Gainsville ; I forget the name now. The man who was beaten 
was a negro named Sol Mobley. The man who went on his bail was, I think, (jrreene 
B. Mobley, sr. He is now dead. The attachment was issued, and put in the hands of 
the sherilT of Sumter County. 

Question. What chance is there for the State courts to suppress this violence, if no 
indictments are found f 

Answer. No chance ; I look upon the State courts as a farce, so far as that is concerned. 

Question. They are totally incompetent ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I think I can speak very confidently of the circuit court of Greene 
County, that it is utterly powerless to convict these men, or any partiesguilty of these 
crimes. 

Question. First, because the grand jurj will not find a bill ; and, secondly, because 
you cannot get witnesses ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. When the witnesses come up en the preliminary examination and 
are bound over, judging the future by the past, it seems to me tliat it is almost impos- 
sible to enforce tho law. 

Question. Have you ever known anything of the Union League in the countj^ ? . 

Answer. 1 never have. 

Question. Have they liad any Union Leagues there since you have been there ? 

Answer. No, sir ; or if they have, I never have known anything about them. I never 
did know anything about them any way. 

Question. What has been the conduct of the colored people in that county — orderly 
or otherwise f 

Ansiver. Very orderly, indeed. 

Question. Have there been any barn-burnings there ? 

Answer. Not that I know of. I think two or three gin-houses have been burned, and 
negroes arraigned for burning them ; but they never have been convicted of it. Ne- . 
groes have been arraigned for the murder and killing of persons, and for burning a ■ 
store there ; some twenty or thirty of them ; and one man, one of the negroes, in order 
to have them committed to jail, was pressed to [perjure himself, as he afterwards con- 
fessed. They now have him under an indictment for perjury. I think three or four 
colored men were committed to jail upon a preliminary examination before a justice. 

Question, On tho testimony of this man ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir. » 
Question: You say he has been indicted for perjury ? ^ 
Answer. Yes, sir ; and notwithstanding he came tho second time before the grand 
jury, and said that he had told them a lie, they still found an indictment against the 
other negroes, and they were kept in jail until this last court, when they were put 
upon trial, and, as I am informed, all were cleared except this man who perjured him- 

Quesiion. You mean that he perjured himself in swearing against the others ? ^ 
in^it *'^^''* swore that he was one of the party, and implicated the others^- 

Question. How long were the defendants kept in iail? 

Answer, The burning of this store, and tho murder and burning of the clerk in it, 
V^^n^^*-;!?,"^*^ ^^"^ assassination of Mr. Boyd, which was on the 30th of March, 

Those negroes were arrested, examined before a justice, committed to jail, and 
theiT ^"^^ ^ Itd^eas corpus before my brother, and he discharged two of 

By Mr. Van Tuoip : 
Question, Whoso store was burned ? 
Answer. Doctor Anderson's. 
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Question. What was his politics f 
Ausiver. He was a democrat, I suppose. 

By Mr. Tool: 

Qiustion. Has the comniunity ever heeii able to ficd out who were the guilty parties ? 
Answer. No, sir; the ease was decided in favor of these parties only a few weeks 
since, except the man who x)erjured himself. 

Questio)}. You say the store was burned not long after the assassination of Mr. Boyd ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did it have any connection with that ? 

Answer. This man, Dr. Anderson, at one time told me that he liimself thought it 
was merely retaliation for the nmrder of Mr. Boyd; that is, when he supposed" that 
the negroes were guilty of the act. 

Question. Is the doctor supposed to have l)een connected in anv wav with the nuirder 
of Ml. Boyd / 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not think he was one of the parties ; I cannot tell. about his 
knowing nnything about it. 

Question. Was he an active democrat, so as to have notice attract«Ml to him 

Au.sw(r. Xo, sir ; he was a very conservative man. only when he was drunk : then he 
was v<'ry active as a democrat, (lenouncing everybody that was ever loyal to the Gov- 
ernnu'nt, or who sympathized with the republican ]>arty. 

Question. Has there been any fear in that conunnuity that there would be retaliation 
by the negroes ? 

^Inswer. 1 think there was, at the time of the assassination of !Mr. Boyd. 
Qu(>ition. Hnve you known of any othc]* acts of retaliation !? 
Answer. Other acts of retaliation ? 
Question. By the negroes th<'.r<'? 

Answer. No, sir ; I iiave m'ver known of any acts of retaliation at all. 
Question. What is the relative pro})ortion of white people and of m\gro'\s in that 
county ? 

Answer. I think it was estimated at onv time that there were three to one. 
(Jue>^tion. Three negroes to on<^ white man / 
^inswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is the number of n<\groes in that county diminishing any ? 

Answer. I think it is, very fast ; after the last election a great nuiny left the (-(nmty 

Question. Did all of the negroes vote at that election ! 

Answer. No, sir; I do not tliinlv they «lid. 

Question. In your Judgment, what proportion of them did vot(^ ? 

,lnsw(r. I ciruld not give you any di'linite statement ; I know that in some prf cincts 
many of tluMu did not vote. In one precinct scarcely any negroes vote<l : and in 
others, as it appeared from t lie poll-list, a great manv negroes voted the d(^mocratic 
ticket. 

Question. A gre:it many of them voted the democratic ticket ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; in l^-tVj. I think, th<^ repu])iican majority in the county was nearly 
i2,'2UO ; in 1^70, the majority was 43 democratic. 

Question. How many negroes voted the democratic ticket ? 
Answer. I cannot tell. 

Question. I do not ask you to give the exact number, only to approximate to the 
number. 

Answer. I should think there were, perhaps, 1,500. 
Question. How many did not A'ote at all ? 

Answer. 1 do not know ; there might have been two or three hundred or more ; I am 
not well enough acquainted all over the county and with the negroes to give you the 
( xact number. 

Question. Did the negroes who voted the democratic ticket do so willingly^ or did they 
do so from terror ? 

^inswer. I know a great many who did not vote it ; they made affidavit they did not 
vote the democratic ticket ; ])ut I say that it so appeared from the jwU-books. 
Question. Do you mean to intimate that there was fraud in the count ? 
Auswa'. Yes, sir; I do. 

Question. When you spoke of 1,500 negroes having voted the democratic ticket, you 
mean that it so appeared from the count ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. In your judgment, to what extent was that fraud carried ? 

Answer. It was carried to the extent that, as I tell you, there were 43 democratic 
majority, while in the election before that there were 2,'200 or 2,300 republican major- 
ity- 

Question. Do you mean to say that the whole of that result was obtained ])y fraud ? 
Answer. Not the whole of it ; tluue were a great many additions to the democratic 
party, and perhaps some negroes voted that way willingly, in order to protect them- 
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selves. But the great proportion of thorn did not do it willingly, if tliey did it at all ; 
and a portion of tlicm voted the republican ticket, as they su^^posod, when they voted ; 
but when the votes came to be counted, they were democratic. 

Question. Were all the poll-keepers democrats ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir ; every one. 

Question. Were they appointed by the sheriff! 

Answer. They were appointed by the sheriff and judge of probate; the board of 
supervisors consists of the probate judge, the clerk, and the sheriff, but I was not pres- 
ent when the poll-keepers were appointed. 

Question. Who is the probate judge t 

Answer. A. R. Davis. 

Qh^«<m>/i. What is his politics! 

Answer. Republican, or he was. 

Question. Is the sheriff a democrat ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. And they appointed no republican poll-keeper in the county ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. How many republican poll-keepers could there be if there were only four 
white republicans there ? 
Answer. There are several colored republicans in that county. 

Question. Do you mean to say that the whites there would not electioneer with the 
negroes in that county f 
Answer. 1 do not say that. 

Question. Do you mean to say that that had no influence with them ? 
Answer. No, sir; I do not. 

Question. The whites there were mostly the former masters of these negroes, were 
they not ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; but I mean to say this: that the negroes, if left to their own freo 
choice, and if they felt that they would be protected in doing what they wish, would, 
almost to a man, Vote the republican ticket. 

Question. That is your opinion ? 

Answer. That is ray opinion ; yes, sir. 

By Mr. Pool: 

Question. Are you sure that Judge Davis had anything to do with the appointment 
of these poll-keepers ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Ho certainly had the right to do so ? 

Answer. Ho did; the law expressly says that two of the board shall be present to 
make appointments ; I was not there, and I know he did appoint them. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. I understand that you are from Massachusetts. 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, And your brother, the judge, was from Michigan t 
Answer. Ho was from Michigan when he went into the Army. 
Question. He was originally from Massachusetts ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question, How did you happen to go to Alabama in 1869 ? Did youf brother write to 
you to go f 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And that he would give you an office ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Are you sure that was not in the letter ? 

Answa-. Yes, sir; I am sure. I went there with the expectation of going upon a 
plantation. & o r 

Question. But you got the office shortly after you got there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I was appointed by the State superintendent as county superin- 
tendent of education for Greene County before I was appointed clerk. 
Question. Your brother lived in another county ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. And within four or five mouths after you went there, while you were hold- 
ing another office by appointment, your brother appomted you clerk of the court? 
Answer. \es, hit ; after I was there five months. 
Question. Did that give satisfaction to the people of the county ? 
Answer. It gave satisfaction to the bar. 

Question. You have said that you believe no person could safely testify as a wit- 
ness m this not case; you instance that as a particular case; that was a pretty strong 
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case ; I understand you to mean in the county of Greene — that no man knowing fully 
the circumstances connected with the riot could go there and safely testify against 
these parties, \yould it make any dilfereuce whether he testified in the county or iu 
Mobile, if, after he testified, he went back to that county ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, Then, in your opinion, no witness could testify in'^the case with safety if his 
testimony would tend to convict the party ? 
Anstver. I say so. 

Question, Judging from the facts which you have detailed here of your personal 
kiiowledge of that riot, would you not, iu one way or another, be a very thorough 
witness ? 

Answer, I would. 

Question. Yon were summoned as a witness at Mobile, but did not testify there f 
Answer. I testified before the grand jury. 

Question. The people of Greene County knew that you were summoned there ? 
Answe}\ Ytn, sir. 

Question. In fact, you knew more about that case than Mr. Cockrell himself even? 
Anstver. Very likely. 

Question. How many witnesses were summoned from Greene County to go to Mobile? 
Answer. Major Hays, Mr. Cockrell, his sou, and myself ; four of us. 

By Mr. Tool : 

Question. Have you been threatened because of being a witness there ? 

Answer. Not directly since then. As I said to you Saturday, a man threatened me 
in my Office, and said that he would be damned if I should ever be permitted to testify 
before the grand jury. I will say this, and if Mr. Cockrell ever appears he will tell you 
the same. To show the feeling in this case, I will say that one of the parties in going 
with him to Mobile—the^' knew I had gone from Greene County and probably would 
not return there ; but my brother still holds his court there — one of the men, a leading 
member of the bar, said that if I testified against these x>arties, my brother would not 
be permitted even to hold court iu Greene County. 

By Mr. Blaiu: 
Question. He told you so ? 
Answer. No, sir; he tohl ^Ir. Cockrell so. 
Question. Who was he ? 
A7isw0r. A son of Chancellor Clark. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question, Having testified, would you now feel safe in Greene County? 

Ansiver. I would not. And allow me to say still further in regard to Mr. Hays ; from 
his account to me, I think he feels that he is not safe in testifying, and he has been 
informed as much ; that if he went there and testified, not only would his property be 
destroyed, but he would be killed. 

By Mr. Blaik : 

Question. I believe he testified hero himseif that he felt very safe at j)resent. 
Answer. He has not been before the court to testify. 

Question. Do you pretend to sav that is the reason why Mr. Hays does not go and 
testify ? 
Answer. I do ; yes, sir. 

Question. He alleged here himself that he had a very different reason for not going. 
You assert he had that reason and not another reason. 

Anstver. I do not know what reason he gave here. I know that Major Hays told me 
that he was not only told, but written to, that iu case he did go there and testify, it 
would jeopardize his family and himself. 

By Mr. Pool: 

Question. You mean to express it as your opinion that that, at least, is one of his 
reasons? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. As you observe, we are taking testimonj- now iu regard to this Eutaw riot. 
You have been asked your opinion about a great many things. Now, is it not your 
opinion that this committee could go to Eutaw and ascertain the exact facts of the 
case much better than we can do sitting here ? 

Answer, No, sir ; not better— the exact facts. You might obtain a knowledge of the 
dift'erent positions which they occupied, and all that, much better than I have explained 
it to you. 
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Question. Are tlierc not other people tliere besides yourscM" who are able to throw 
light upon this matter ? 
Aimccr, Yes, sir : perhaps so. 

Question. Would'we not be likely, by going there, to get hold of all the men who saw 
this riot in all of its different aspects ? 

A7mccr. You might possibly get them; I do not say that you could not; I do not 
know. 

Question. Wo certainly could get them there as well as hero ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And probably better, because we could reach more witnesses? 

Anstver. Perhaps. As I understood your question, it was whether I did not believe 
that you could get at the exact facts better on the ground than here. I answered that 
I did not think you could any better. But yet I did not mean to have you understand 
that I did not think it would be a good idea for you to do so, or that you would not 
get at any facts by going there. 

IJy 3Ir. Van Trump : 

Question. You mean that if we would stay here long enough, and go to the expense 
of summoning all the witnesses that know anything about it, we might possibly do as 
well here as there; that is what you mean, is it? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Who recommended you as clerk of the circuit court ? 
Answer. The republicans of Greene County. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. How many were there then ? 
Answer, I mean the white republicans. 

Question. I supposed you mean the white republicans ; I asked you how many there 
were 1 

Answer. 1 might say that more than the republicans of Greene County recommended 
me. Judge Miller formerly lived there, but then lived in Mobile ; and the solicitor, 
Mr. Boyd; Judge Davis, Squire Cockrell. I think Major Hays was not there at the 
tiiue. 

* By Mr. Pool: 

Question. Any members of the bar? 

Answer. Squire Cockrell was a member of the bar. 

By ^Ir. Van Trump : 

Question. How many wliite members of the bar? I say "white," because there may 
be some negroes. How many white members of the bar, besides Mr. Cockrell, are there 
in Greene County ? 

Answer. I think there are twelve. Several have come in recently. I do not know 
that there are any colored members of the bar. 

By Mr, Pool : 

Question. Was any other person pressing an application for the office? 
Answer. Xo, sir; not at that time. 
Question. No colored man ? 
Ansivei'. No, sir. 

By ]Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. You have spoken of a gentleman by the name of Jolly,* Is there more than 
one person of that name there ? 

Answer. Not in the town of Eutaw, I think. Ho is a member of the bar ; Mr, J. J 
Jolly. 

Question. Is he a prominent democrat ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. * 

Question. Had he been addressing the democratic meeting on the day of the riot ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You spoke of a deputy sheriff who was' in your room, and who said that 
there would be a row, or something to that effect. Is he a democrat ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was ho a special deputy, assigned for that day ? 

Ansiver. No, sir; ho was deputy sheriff of the county and also marshal of the town. 
Question. Did you see him do anything to stop the riot ? 

Ansicvr. One person by the name of Perkins was talking rather loudly, and he went 
to Inm and told lum he must be quiet. ! 
Question. At what time was that ? ^ 
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Answer. Durino- the first part of the speaking. 

Qiicsiion. Did you kuow of any of tlie persons whom the sheriff hud sworn in as sjic- 
cial depntios ? 

Ausw(}\ I did not see any acting in the capacity of deputies. I do not know that I 
ever heard that he swore any in. 

Question. Can you tell me why th(^ colored people of that county, being largely in tlio 
majority — I understand that tliere ar(» seven or eight hnndrcHl white voters there, and 
over U\o thousand colored voters — why did they not retaliate? 

Ausircr. At that time ? 

Qnesilon. Yes ; and generally, when imposed upon ? 

Atmver. They were told to come there without their arms ; and as far as I have heen 
concerned, and I think that is generally the case there, the republicans have counseled 
peace and submission, and have guarded against anything like retaliation or disturb- 
ance on th(^ ])art of the freedmen. 

Qatstion. How with the rei)ublican leaders generally; have they advised submission 
to these outi ages ? 

Jnsictr. They have ; and h^t me here remark one thing. Boyd was killed on Thurs- 
day night ; r.n Saturday the negroes came into town by hundreds, with their guns ou 
their shoulders, exas])erated and ready for retaliation at any cost. They came to my 
office, and asked nu' about it. I said to tln^m, " no that 1 would go as far as any man 
to punish the assassins of Boyd, and that I would go as far as any man to punish them 
if they touched a torch or lired a i)istoL The remark of one old man to me was, 
''Captain, I tell you these people have never snrren<lered yet ; and the only way to 
stop this is to buin them out." And Ik^ Avant(Ml to go and burn the hotel right there 
in daylight on that Saturday. 1 told him that it would not do; that they nmst not do 
it ; and 1 got them to go home, and they went otf without making any disturbance. 
That was right when the peo[)le tlierc^ feju'cd that they w(^re sonu'what in dang(U" from 
insnrrection or rebellion. At night, wlwn I went home and went ]>ast the ])(>st ofhcr, 
I took out an anonymous letter, that I nnist leave within a certain time. On the fol- 
lowing Monday I showed this letter to some of the members of the bar, and they calh-d 
a meeting in my othce of the members of the l)ar in Kntaw, and assured me that this 
letter, whoever it might he written by — it was si^j^ncd, K. K. — was written l)y 
some man who wanted my ofhCe, and took that way to try and frighten me. They as 
vsured 7Tie at that time that they liked me as an otlicer, ha<l no fanlt to hnd with me, juid 
that th<'y h()]ied that I would still use my inthieneeto keej) things <juiet. 1 told them 
plainly tluit I wonld do so ; that I was in fa\-or of law and order. I had petitioned to 
the gfivernor for troops, and they knew it ; that was oik^ r(Mison why the members of 
the bar came to me. They wanted to get me to goto ^b)ntgoniery and hav(* that 
order countermanded, or to s^gn a petition n<tt to have them sent. I told them I wonld 
not doit; but that wh<Miever they would call a meeting irrespective of party, and 
pass resolutions denouncing all such things, and stating that there was no need of 
having troo])s, then 1 would do so ; but until th<'y did that, 1 thought it was better for 
the safety of the colored ukmi and of the whites to have troops there. 

QucstioH. Did they ever hold such a meeting / 

Answer. Xo, sir. 

Qiusiion. It was generally known among the democrats that you had advised peace 1 
Answfr. Yes, sir. 

Question. And had done all you could to prevent retaliation ? 
Ansircr. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you not believe that if the cohu-ed peo])l(^ in a county like that, where 
they are so largely in the majority, would stand squarely up and light for their rights, 
they wonld be let alone and left in peace ^ 

Answer. It would takesonn* time. 

Question. Do von iKft think vou have taken the wrong course down there in submit- 
ting? 

Answer. I think now, the thing has gone so far that they could not doit; that it 
would be annihilation to the negroes if they should undertake such a thing. 
Question. Why ? They are in the majority. 
Answer. They are in the majority in certain counties. 
Question. What would happen ? 

Answer. They would, if necessary, send in five thousand men there from other regions. 
That thing was tried last summer down ther(% where they attacked a negi'o, and the 
negroes defended themselves and killed a white man. They w^ent from Eutaw down 
there, and hunted them out. 

Que:<iion. What was the elfect ? 

Answer. They killed a couple of negroes and disbanded; they called troops there 
immediately to ket^p quiet. 

Question. Do you know whether that is the view taken by the leaders among the 
negroes, the -preachers, who are generally leaders, are they not ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; generally a sort of leaders. 
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Queslion. Do tboy counsel resistance, or peace and submission, so far as you know? 
Anm-er, I know that, at the time I speak of, the leading colored men in tbe county 
urged retaliation. 

Que^itioif. At that particular time? 

An8icei'. Yes, sir ; but since that time, while they dared not retaliate, in many instances 
they say, "While the Government, either State or national, docs not protect us, we must 
protect ourselves in the way of voting." 

Question, That is, protect themselves in the right to vote? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, What I want to get at is, what is the tone and general course of the leaders 
among the colored men as regards advising retaliation or not ? 

Answer, Tliat was the only time I can speak of in my own county, when there was 
any open disposition expressed for retaliation. 

Question. What has been the general advice of their leaders? 

Answer, It has been to keep peace ; and it has not only been the advice of their leaders, 
but it has been handed down to them by the republican leaders — white men. 

Question. Suppose collisions were to occur, who would have the advantage so far as 
arms are concerned^the colored men or the white men ? 

Answa: In that county of Greene? 

Question, Yes, sir. 

Answer. I do not think the colored men have a great many arms. 
Question. What kind have they, if any? 

Answer. Perhaps some single-barreled guns; a few double-baiTeled shot-guns ; some 
of them may have some pistols. 

Qnestioii, How are the w^hites armed usually? 

Answer. To the teeth— with pistols and double-barreled shot-guns. 

Question, Revolvers? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, How do they wear their revolvers? 

Ansicer. If it is a large pistol, you most always see them with a belt buckled around 
them. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question,* Do they carry them outside ? 
Answer. Under their coats. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. Has there been any special influx of arms since you have been there ? 
Answer. Not that I have noticed. 

Question, Are the white men generally armed, more or less? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; hardly a countryman comes into town but has his pistol buckled 
around him. 

Question, Does he usually go into town that way, or only on court-days? 
Answa-. He usually goes in in that way. 

By Mr. Pool: 
Question. Comes in exhibiting his pistol ? 
Answer. Ho has it bnckled around him. 
Question. So that it can be seen ? 

Answer. You cannot see the pistol ; you can see the belt ; I know the decision of the , 
judges IS that the fact of showing the belt does not shelter from the law acainstv. 
concealed weapons; the pistol is not seen under the coat. ^ 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. The judges hold that to be still a concealed weapon ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. You generally infer, when you see the belt, that there is a pistol? 
A nswer. Yes, sir ; but the court held that the fact of showing a belt is not a sufficient: 
notice of carrying a pistol. ^ 

judgef ovcHMdcd it ?^ ^^""^ showing the belt was a sufficient notice, and the 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 



n \v vr\T>T>Ta , . Washington, D. C, *7mw<? 6, 1871. 

\iju. B. A\ . N ORRIS sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question, In what part of the State of Alabama do you reside? ^ 

Statc!"'^' I live in Lbnore County, fourteen miles from Montgomery, the capital of the 
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Question. How long have you lived there? 

Answet\ I have lived in Elmore County since August, 1865; I have lived the State 
of Alabama since June, 1865. 

Question. Have you been a nieiuber of Congress from that district ? 

Answer. I was a member of the Fortieth Congress from the third congressional district 
of Alabama, the district in which I now reside. 

Question, Have you traveled much over the district ? 

Ansicer. I have canvassed every one of the ten counties in it. 

Question. What arc the names of the ten counties in your district? 

Answer. Elmore, Coosa, Talladega, Clay, Tallapoosa, Chambeit^, Lee, Russell, Kan 
dolph, and jMacon. 

Question. AVhat opportunities have you had of observing the state of affairs in that 
district within the last two or three years ? Give us as briefly as you cau the facta 
that have come under your observation. 

Answer. I visited several of the counties in that district prior to the opening of tho 
campaign in August, 1^70, and after the nomination of the republican state ticket I 
canvassed all the counties in the district. I was myself nominated for Congress iu 
that district. I visited ^Macon. Talladega, and Lee Counties certaiidy not hmg before 
the nominations were made, addressing the republicans of two of those counties, Talla- 
dega and Macon. After the nominations in August, I spoke, ([uite extensively through 
the district, some five or six times in several counties, and I think not less than twice 
iu any one county. I thus had a very good opportunity of ascertaining the feelings 
and wishes of the rej)ublieans, and to some extent the feelings of the democrats toward 
the republicans, in regard to the issues involved iu the campaign. 

Question. t'nv as your ol)servation enables you to si)eak, to what ext(Mit can per- 
sons express their ])olitical o})inions in that district without molestation j and if they 
are molestetl, how are they disturbed ? 

Answer. I addressed gatlierings of the people u\ most of the counties in tlie district 
without much interrnption. \Vel\)uud it diflicult loget notices of (mr meet ings through- 
out the district. Posters advertising republican speakers were sent extensively through 
the district, but iu my canvass of several hundred miles I do not tliink I saw six re- 
puldican posters, Avhile i»osters annomicing democratic meetings were to be seen at 
cwry cr<»ss-r().'t(l. and on almost every grocery every wliere throngh tb(^ <Iisti ict, })oster.s 
])ut up several wiM'ks before the meetings. Our posters were torn down and d(\stroyc<I, 
or so mutilat(Hl th:\t it was very dilhcnlt to make known to the ]M'Opl(^ t\u\ fact that a 
rei)ublican inei ting was to held in any ]tarticular locality. In m;iny instanc(^s wo 
had to send men throngh the various precincts — eohired men — to inform tli(^ colored 
peojde that meetings were to be held. In several couiiiies of that <li.stiiet, luifc 
for th(^ presence of those authorized to kee]> the peace, as for instance the shcritf and 
his dejMities, at some of thos(^ meelings I would not have been allowed to .sjjcak; i 
could not have s^ioke^i because of the interrnptions and th<' inir])()se (d' ]>ersons, as I 
know, who came there to break u]) our meetings. At >S*<d»Mn, in Jjee County, wlien' f 
spoke two or tlinu^ weeks before the election in Xoveud)er, I was told by the colored 
people assembled there that I had bettei' not speidt there, that white men contemplated 
violence in case I should do so; or, to use their own language, i)erhai)s, th(M*e would b«^ 
a rov.'. I re])licd that I went tlier(? for the [)ur|)os(^ ot si>eaking and did inn ])ropose to 
be prevented by any thrciits of that kind. I did speak; but I was inteirnpted fi"e- 
qnently during my short speech. Theie were exlubitions (*f violence; men would 
come on tlic i)latf(n"ni with th.eir hands on their revolvers, evidently wiih the purpose 
of wtting up a dithculty, involving me in some difiiculty, for the j)urpose of breaking 
up the meeting. iSeveral white men were sitting just ])efore me exhibiting their revgi- 
vers. And I was followed after the meeting for some time by one or more white men, 
who evidently meant to get me into a difiiculty with th(^m. They followe<l me to tho 
cars, f(^r I took the cars on tlie arrival of tln^ train from Columi)us to Oi)elika. As I 
entered the cars several of these men drew their revolvers. I immediately took my 
seat among the ])ass»-ngers wlio had come on from Columbus, and they c<udd not lire 
upon me without endaiigeriug the. lives of the other passengers. I sn])pose that for 
that reason they failed to discharge their revolvers at all. I had sjxjken in a very 
conciliatory manner ; I bad said nothing otiensive to democrats or to the democratic 
party. 1 gave, as well as I could, au exposition of the repul)lican theory, and was not 
aware that I gave the slightest occasiou for olfense. The white men there who were 
rc])ublicans were oiraid to identity themselves at all with the party there, or to give 
me even a friendly leception. I have that Irom tlieir own lips. One man. who is a 
postmaster, told me that he was tolerated there only because he was iin old rc^sident 
and kept cpiiei — 'Mninded hi^ own business,'* lo use his own language — a-.-.d was a good 
poscmaster; that he did not dare to utte-:: L^.s iiolitical sentiments; and that it v.ould 
not be safe for him to do so. 

(Jueslion. In what county was that ? 

Answer. In Lee county, at Salem. I spoke during the canvass at Tnskegee, iu Macon 
County, with Judge Rice, formerly chief justice of the State, ?.n old resident of tho 

5 
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State aud a native of the South. I spoke at that time without interniption ; hut J iidge 
Rico was interrupted throughout tho tirst part of his speech, till ho paused and re- 
buked those who iuterruy^ted him. Ho was interrupted by white men sittmg on either 
side of hiui, on Ids right and on his left, with taunts, jeers, grimaces, and all sorts of 
nuestions, propounded evidently to bring contempt upon the meeting, and to insult the 
iud'^-e. liis testimony will appear when the testimony is published, m regard to that 
meeting, which is already taken, in the contest that I have made with my competitor. 
Aft»^r the atljoummeut of the meeting I was very grossly insulted by men who I have 
no doubt intended ta draw me into a difliculty, with the purpose of inflicting violence 
upon me. They were there, as they said, to keep the peace. I went down from the 
platform, having spoken a few words, just before the adjournment of tho meeting, 
after Judge Rice had left town. They made their nominations for the county ticket, and 
I conoratulated them on the harmony with which they had concluded the proceeding? 
of the day. After the adjournment of the meeting some ten or twelve white men came 
up tome, with their revolvers bristling, I saw them, aud said to me, using proline 
language, " You have stated that we are here to break up this meeting; now you 
must take that back." I replied, " I have said no such thing ; I said that the demo- 
crats were anxious to devide the republican party at the time of tho election, and I 
urged the republicans here not to let them do it. I made no allusion to your presence, 
and I shall not take it back. " On my resolutely contradicting what they said, they 
finally withdrew ; I gave them no occasion for that demonstration at all. It was seen 
and known by colored men and the white republicans present that they evidently 
wanted a difficulty, that t hey had been anxious for it all day. But by great caution, by 
remarks, both on my part and on the part of Judge Rice, to which they could not take 
exception, we avoided it. That night a religions meeting was held at the Colored 
Methodist Church, on one side of the town — a business meeting — which was held quite 
late. I was sleeping not far from tho court-house ; I heard a large number of men gal- 
lop by, and iu a little while a large number of shots were heard to be fired ; I did not 
hear them, for I had fallen asleep ; but the gentleman with whom I was stopping came 
to me and asked if I had heard the pistol-shots; I said I had not; he said, "I heard 
thirty or forty of them in the direction of the Zion Chui'ch," In the morning I learned 
tliat the church had been fired into, one of the officers of the church killed, and an- 
other mortally wounded, so that he died a day or two after. It was thought that they 
supposed a political meeting was being held in the church. No political meeting had 
been hold in that county between June aud August, for the reason that some promi- 
nent republicans had been shot in June for holding a meeting in that same place ; 
they h ad not dared to have a night meeting during the summer. When the county 
mceti .ig was held for the inirpose of selecting delegates to the congressional and Stafe 
conventions, it was held at a placeoneside oi' the county, from tho fact that the repub- 
licaus did not dare to hold a meeting at the court-house. At this time the repub 
lican i)arty was making an effort to reorganize, and a meeting vrfis held at Tuskegee, 
when Judge Rice and myself spoke. It is thought they supposed a political m)3eting 
was held in that church on that night, and the inference is that these men went there ' 
to attack it and break it up. The church was fired into by white men, because they ^ 
were seen, as I have shown in the testimony taken in my contest. Judge Rice spoke ' 
after that at Opelika, where he was so much interrupted by white men that he could 
make no connected speech; I heard him make that statement under- oath, that he 
was so interrupted that he could not speak there. I spoke at Socapatoy, in Coosa 
County, which is reputed to be a very rough place. When Judge Hefiin spoke there, 
the year before, in August, 1869, he was drawn into a difficulty, and a republican was' 
killed, cut to pieces by white men, in a difficulty brought about hj white men, who were • 
there for the purpose of bringing on a difficulty. When I spoke there last year, the sheriff^ 
of the county was present with one of his deputies. There was quite a large number of 
men, fifteen or twenty, from the adjoining county of Tallapoosa, from Youiigsville, who 
told the sherilF they were there for the purpose of preventing me from speaking; in the 
course of the meeting they desired him to leave the ground, so that they might break 
up the meeting, and do violence to my person ; that the sheriff has stated under oath. 
But he maintained order, although I was frequently interrupted while speaking, as I^ 
think other speakers were. There were two others who spoke, one colored man and^ 
one white man. I was frequently interrupted during the meeting ; but on account of 
the presence of the sheriff no disturbance took place. He stated that he was there to 
keep the peace and he should do so at all hazards. I do not think I was iuterrupted 
anywhere else throughout the district; I do not now recollect to have- been. Gener- 
ally democrats were present at most of the meetings, and gave respectful attention. 

Qucdion. Did these interruptions consist of threats of personal violence, or were 
they simply the ordinary hootings of impolite people ? 

^!!V!'^^'''P}':y ^^'^'^^ threats, as a general thing. They were contradictions, such 
a«, " You lie ! ' " You don't tell the truth ! " That is a damned lie I " and all that sort 
ot tbmg. But these men, m some cases, had their fire arms about them, and their 
deinonstr.ations were such as to show, I think, that they Avere ready for trouble, if 1 
could be diawn mto it. . ' 
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Question, What knowledj^e have you of iDjuries inflicted in the night in your district 
hy armed persons in disguise f 

Anm-er. I know in regard to them on]y by general report, and by the testimony t 
J)ave taken in my contest ; I examined a large number of witnesses. 

Qimtion. You say you have taken testimony upon the subject ? 

AuHxcer, I have in nearly all the counties of the district, and have examined a large 
number of witnesses. 

Question, Without going into a detailed statement of the ditlerent cases in which 
such injuries have been indicted, can you state what number have been testitied to as 
luiving occurred in y^ur district f 

Answer, In MacJn County two men were shot, as I liave already said ; in the same 
eouiity, in .Jnae, a man and his wife were shot as they were retiring at niglit — a colored 
man, and the leader of the republican party in that county, it being a heavy colored 
county. He was a inember of the legislature, and the president of the republican club 
*ust organized. 

By ^Ir. Van Trump : 
Question, Club or league ? 

Anawcr. Club; I do not know that tliere are any I.oyal League's in tlie Sta.te at tlie 
present time. It was a club to which both white* and colored men belonged. In ( 'handlers 
County, just before the election, there was a brutal murder of an aged colored minis- 
ter, who had as good a reputation as any man in the county, and was respected by all 
who know him. lie was murdered in the night by disguised mc^n. I think anotlun- 
colored man was murdered in another ])art of th(^ county ; I think that apjx'ars in the 
testimony I have taken, but I will not be positive about that. In Tall;ipoosa County 
there were a great many whipjiings, and one man v/asshot and another Avas killed just 
before the election, or just after — I am not positive as to the exact time. I'ut aluuit 
the time of the election there was a brutal murder of a young colored man in one of 
the precincts of that county. There is a Ku-Klux organization on the line of Talla- 
poosa and Coosa Counties ; and the Ku-Klnx were' i-iding tliiough ditlerent precincts 
in those two counties before th<^ election, making threats that iftli^ colored men voted 
the republican ticket they should be ])unished or driv(ni out of thec(Minty, and rei'nsed 
employment; and inmiediately alter the election (^uitc a number of colored men were 
wliiiiped by persons in disguise, because they voted th<* republican ticket, and were 
run out of the c(mnty, and are now living in ^lontgomery and IClniore Counties. There 
is a complete reign of terror in Tallapoosa County, so that in most of the precincts in 
that county not a republican, white or black, voted. In tlu^ western part of tla^ 
county, where this organization exists, there was a reign of terror i)rior and subscfpient 
to the election. The condition of the colored men in that couiity now is really 
deplorable, by reason of their fears, their feeling of insecurity, their want of protec- 
tion, and their constant liability to outrage at the hands of this organization. 1 will 
state that I examined outside of the district, in the city of Montgomery, some sixteen 
witnesses, many of whom had been run away from the- district, and who did not dare 
to testify in the counties from which they had been driven. Four of the most promi- 
nent white reiiublicans of Chambers County were driven away immediately after the 
election ; two clergymen, one revenue assessor, Avho I understand will be before you, 
and one deputy revenue collector, who now lives in Opelika. Lee County. The 
Ku-Klnx came upon the collector, and he caihe very near losing his life; it was by a 
mere accident that he did not. He happened to be a few rods away from his house 
when they came, and in that way escaped. One of the clergymen was a school- 
teacher, and they both left immediately after and went to Florida. Several colored 
men were run off from that county, and testitied in another county, and have not 
dared to go back there since the election. From the county of ^lacon nearly all the 
prominent rexiublicans, both white and black, have been driven away. 

By the Chairman : 
Queiition, By what means ? 

Answer,- By threats. A leader of the party was shot in June, as I have already said. 
The republican party was really broken u]) before the election, and it was with great 
difiQculty that it could be reorganized. All the prominent republican men in that 
county were driven away by threats and by violence, and those who remain have been 
thoroughly silenced. They would not dare to-day to go on the strc^ets in Tuskegco 
and proclaim their sentiments; they could not be induced to do so: and they could , 
not be induced to testify to what they knew before the ofdcer who took the testimony 
in my case. I knew they were intimidated ; various witnesses admitted that they 
were. Democrats were heard to say that when certain men in that county could 
ce disposed of they could control the negroes. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question, What' democrats? 
Ansiier. I cannot give their names. 
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By the Chairman ; 
Quesiion. Do you know their names ? 
J nmpir. I do not 

By Mr. Blaix: 

Question, How do you know they said so? 

Aimrer. I have heard responsible men say that they heard them sa-y so. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 
Qmcs<io«. Whodidyou hear say so? . ^ i . , ^ ti x • i ^ 
Aimce}', One was Colonel G. A, Harmount, of the legislature ; I do not thmk of anj 
other now. Ho said ho heard some Tuskegee men say that when William Dougherty 
' -md William Alley were disposed of tliey could control the negroes ; and that they 
added, "They must be driven away," or " They must be driven off;" something like 
that. 

Question. Were those men natives there ? 

Answer. I cannot say. . . x 

Question. Do you know where they came from originally ; or were they natives ot 
Alabama ? 
Aimcer. I do not know. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Have you stated all the cases of whippings and other injuries that came to 
your knowledge through the testimony you have taken ? 

Answer. I do not recollect how many there were. I know that they occurred, in 
Tallapoosa, in Coosa, and in Jklacon ; and there have been some in some of the other 
counties since then ; some in my own county of Elmore. 

Question. Taking the district through, can there be in that district a free and volun- 
tary expression ot political opinion without encountering danger to life or person ? 

Answer. I think there would be danger at the present time. 

Question, Have tlfere been any prosecutions there against any persons for the offenses 
of which you have spoken ? 

Answer. There have been in Talladega County, I think; I have not spoken of the 
outrages committed there. There were some outrages committed there, and I was 
informed by Judge Pelham and some others that some prosecutions were had there at 
the last term of the court; but no convictions. 

Quesiion. There was a trial there ? 

Answer. There was a trial, but the jury acquitted in every case. There is a Ku-Klux 
organization on the line of Talladega and Calhoun Counties, and I believe there were 
some outrages committed there. 

Qiiesiion. Have you any means of knowing the extent of that organization in that 
part of Alabama ? 

Answer. I have not, further than what appears in the testimony I have taken. There 
is an organization in Macon, in Coosa, in Tallapoosa, and on the line of Talladega aud^ 
Calhoun Counties. There is also an organization in Chambers County, because there' 
was a murder committed there by disguised men ; I do not know how extensive the 
organization is in that county. I know this old colored man, named Trammel, was 
killed by some eight or ten disguised men, showing that an organization exists in that 
county. I do not know that the organization has existed in Russell County, but there 
is a great reign of terror in that county among the colored men, and the only promi- 
nent white republican in that county has been driven away since the election. Fromi 
.some four or live counties in the district prominent republicans have been run off since>, 
the election. 

Question. Is there any obstacle to holding democratic meetings there, and the expres- 
sion of political sentiments by members of that party? 

Ansiver. I never knew a democratic meeting to be intermitted in any way ; I never 
heard of such an instance in all the State of Alabama ; by republicans, I mean. 

Question, Can other than political questions be freely and publicly discussed through-^, 
out the State without danger ? 

Answer. There is no doubt that religious questions, and all others outside of politics, 
can bo discussed. I have never heard of any difficulty. 

Question. Have you had occasion to hear any excuse or justification offered for these 
whippings, <S:c.? If so, what excuses have be^n given? 

Answer. Where the facts are known, the general excuse given is that the parties 
upon whom the violence has been committed are disreputable persons ; perhaps they 
are northern men, who, it is said, have used incendiary language to the negroes; have 
«'xcited the colored people against the white people ; or they may be native republi- 
cans who have done the same thing ; or they may be disreputable, persons. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 

Q,ucstion. Who are the persons who make these excuses? 
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Ansicer. If you will read the democratic papers of the State you will find in them a 
full answer to that question. The democratic papers and the democrats of the South 
make those excuses ; in many cases they palliate and excuse the outrages, and say they 
are jiistitiable. After I had spoken in Lee County, although it has never been charged 
that 1 used incendiary language in any case in the three or four campaigns I have been 
engaged in, the Opelika paper justilied the treatment I received at Selma; and the 
Montgomery ^lail, a prominent democratic paper, quoted api)rovingly the article from 
the Opelika paper. 

Question. I do not understand you to say there was any violence there. I was asking 
you who made excuses for killing men. You say you went to Alabama in 1865 ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. From where did you go? 

Answer. I went from this city, in the service of the Army. Maine is my native 
State. 

(Juesiiou. To what part of Alabama did you go ? 

Answer. I went first to Mobile, and then to ^Sloutgomery. 

(^>uestion. You were a member of the Fortieth Congress from Alabanui ? 

Answer. I was. 

()nesiion. When were you elected ? 

A}tswer. I was elected when the constitution was voted on, after the term of the 
Forti( th Congress had commenced. 

(>nesiion. You served for only a portion of the term ? 
A)iswer. Yes,/^ir. 

(Jne^tion. You have stated here that there were disturbances at political meetings in 
your district. Was that a new thing in your experience ? 
Answer. It was entirely new to me. 

(Inest'ion. Have you ev(M- been in Ohio or any other of the Western States : 
Answer. 1 have n<'ver been there during a political cami)aign. I nevt-r kncnv such 
tilings in Maine; republicans and democrats are tolerated there. 

Question. In what business did you engage when you lirst settled in Alalfama ' 
^ins'wer. I purchased a large ]>lantation, which I ikiw own, and have worked since 
that time. 1 will add that when I tirst went there I ha<l no pur])ose to take auy part 
in politics. 1 advocated tlie ratitication of the fourteenth amendment, under which 
the State ;it that time would have fallen under the control of the old rerjime. 1 ad\{)- 
cated it in the interest of ]!et'ice, ami not because it was all I wantiMl. 
Ques{io)i. You thought that was th(^ best way to reston^ i>eace f • 
xlnswer. At that time 1 thought it was the best way. 

By Mr. Blaiu : 

Question. You are now contesting a seat in the House uf Representatives (tf the Forty- 
secoiul Congress 1 
Answer. I am. 
Question. Against whom » 

Aiuswer. ^Ir. llandley is the sitting memb(U', who is returned as having been elected 
by some 3,100 majority. I have no doubt that in a fair election there the republicans 
would have from 1,500 to 2,0U0 majority in that district. There were several precincts 
where not a single republican vote was thrown, yet the colored vote there is ecpuil to 
the white vote, and almost all republican, whik^ there are many white republicans 
there. 

Question. Were there not large numbers of colored men who came over from Georgia 
and voted the re|)ublican ticket in Lee County ? 
Answer. I think not. 
Question. In several of the counties? 
Answer. I think not. 

Question, Is there not evidence to that effect in this contest? 

A nswer. No evidence from reliable men at all. I know what the evidence is, and I 
know the men who gave it. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Is there such testimony ? 

Answer. I admit there is such testimony ; men have stated that a certain number of 
colored men came over and voted ; but we have shown that that is not so, that there 
is not a shadow of truth in it. Republicans are not in the habit of voting in that 
way ; we do not act on that principle. 

Question. You speak of your district, of course ; you have not heard of the border 
raids in Ohio ? 

Answer. I have not been in Ohio much during elections. 
Question. You think the republicans are i^erfect ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I think a great many are not. 
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Wasiiixgton, D. C, June 8, 1871. 

C. S. CHERRY sworn and examined, 
liy tbo Chairman: 

Qucstiosf. Have you lived in Alabama recently; and if so, in what part of the 

Answer. I lived in Chambers County, Alabama, up to the 12th or 13th day of Novem- 
ber last. 

QucstiotL IIow long had you lived there before that T 
Answer. I lived there all my life. 
Question. Are you a native of Alabama? 

Aiiswer. No, sir; I am a native of South Carolina, but my father moved to Alabama 
in 1839, when I was a ^niall boy, Hiree or four years old. 
Question. What caused you to leave the State of Alabama ? 

Anstcer. I left there three or four days after the election, for the reason that I war 
satisfied, if the democrats had carried the State, that if I attempted to live there, 1 
would not live three days longer. 

Question. What led you to that conclusion ? 

Answer. It would, perhaps, be a long story. 

Question. Give us the facts as they occurred, whatever they are. 

Aiiswer. I knew that if the democrats had carried the State and that congressional 
district, no republican who had taken an active part there for several years past, par- 
ticularly a white republican, could live in the immediate neighborhood in which 
I live. 

Question. WTiat facts came to your knowledge, or within your observation, that justi- 
fied you in forming that conclusion ? 

Answei\ I would have formed that conclusion anyhow ; but I received intimatione 
through a relative of mine, who is a democrat there, and a man of some prominence 
perhaps the second day after the election — the election, I believe, was on Tuesday, aiitl 
this was on Thursday evening, I think — that if the figures bore out the opinion the> 
then had, that the democrats had carried the State, it would not be safe for me to be 
seen in town another day. That was in the town of West Point, right there on the linf 
between Georgia and Alabama. My office was in a little town called Blufftowii, ad 
joining the town of West Point, and the State line is between the two. 

Question. Had there been, in that neighborhood in Alabama, any acts of violence 
toward republicans ? 

Ansicer. Not in that immediate neighborhood for some months. Some ten miles above 
there a colored man had been killed, a preacher, and a man somewhat prominent in 
the county as a republican. He had been killed some ten or twelve days before. 

Question. Were any threats made against you, or any attempts made against you, 
justifying you in the belief you have expressed, and in leaving there for that reason ^ 
Answer. There was no attempt made upon my life just at that time. But we num- 
bered about three white republicans, though our beat w^as largely republican. 

Question. Your beat ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; our precinct. It was known to the republicans, and democrats as * 
well, that what few white republicans were about there would be in danger* of theii 
lives. 

Question. What produced that imx^i^ession upon your mind ? Did anybody say so to. 
you ? 

Answer. I received intimations from a friend, who is a relative of mine by marriage,^ 
and a democrat. He came out to my house, I think on Thursday evening, about » 
sunset. . 

Question. Was that the only intimation you had? 

Answer. No, sir ; several colored men told me that if the democrats had can-ied the 
State I could not live there three days. They were prominent colored men, who I 
knew were well posted, and had heard things I could not hear. 

Question. Had you taken any part in the canvass? 

Answer. Yes, sir; an active part. 

^Mes/ioM. In what way? ^ 
Answer. By doing all I could for the ticket. 

Question. In traveling through that part of the State, were you molested in any 
way ? 7 t7 .7 

Answer. 'So, sir; I did not make any speeches ; I went with our candidates through 
tlK^ county. I was assistant assessor of internal revenue, and had been for some 
years. » 

Question. Had any threats been made to you personally, while you were traveling in 
that canvass? ./^ © 

Answer. I do not remember, there were so many threats thrown out : I do not remem- 
ber wliether any were thrown to me personally or not. I think I have had it said to 
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nui personally that if the democrats should succeed in turning the tide there and 
taking the State out of the hands of the republicans, none of us could live there. 

Question. Were the reasons you have given, your only reasons for leaving the State, 
or did you leave for other reasons ? 

Ansiar. Principally lor the reasons I have given you, A little difQculty occurred on 
the evening of the election between myself and a young democrat ; not a difficulty 
exactly ; only a few wo?ds were said. lie was registering, and I was sitting by, and 
asked 'him if he was twenty-one years of age. I knew he was, for I had known him 
almost since he was born ; I said it only as a jest. I saw that he took exc<'i)tion to it, 
and shortly after I called him outside and told him that I intended it only as a .joke, 
and thought I had known him long enough to joke him a little ; but, as he did not 
seem to like it, I was sorry I had done it. He said the thing had got too serious for 
joking — that it bad got past where it would bear any jokes. lie sceujcd not to like it, 
yet he said, " Never mind, just let it drop ; say nothing more about it." He was one 
of a large family of brothers. There were some seven or eight of them, some tlu'ce or 
four of whom wer(^ younger than he, who put out some threats which, from the char- 
acter of the men, I knew they would execute. I called one of them on(^ side on the 
day after the ek'Ction, and told him of the circumstance of the day before, and said to 
him that I was never more surprised at anything than that his l)rothei' should have 
taken exception to my remark ; that I meant nothing by it but a joke, and had ai)olo- 
gized for it. I saw that he was not satisfied and was determined to have a dilliculty. 
1 knew that if any difficulty started, in the state of public sentiment there, it would 
most probably end in my being killed. 

Quaation. Was it the personal difliculty between you and that young nuin, or the ap- 
prehension growing out of the existing state of public sentiment there, that led you to 
leave? 

AitsH'cr. It was mostly on account of my apprehension iVom the existing state of pub- 
lic sentiment. 

Quesiion. What was that existing state of publi<' sentinu^nt to which y(Hi refer? 

Answer. I do not know exactly what answer your (piestion would recpiire. 

Question. Was it safe on either side for men to utter their ])olitieal sentiments thert^? 

Ausiver. It was ])erfectly safe so far as the d<unocra(s were concerned for them to ut- 
ter their i)olitical sentiments, and they did it very openly and i)iiblicly ; but it was not 
safe for rei)ublieaiis to do so. 

Question. Upon what facts do you base that statement f 

J?KS'?m% I have seen so many'of them grossly insulted just for simi)ly saying they 
were re])ublicans, or something to that efiect. If they luul retortt^l in tlu^ same man- 
ner they would have got into serious diffieulty. I have seen that so ol'teii, for so many 
years, that I know it. There were very few men, even of thos<' white men who soIn(^- 
times votrd the rei)ublican ticket, who dared to come out openly and declare them- 
selves republicans. 

Question. Had there been, in the county in which you lived, any whippings or 
SQf)urgings by men in disguise? 

Answer. No, sir ; 1 do not think there had been for some months i)revious to the elec- 
tion. The murder of this old colored man, some eleven or twelve miles above where I 
lived, I think was the only assassination for some months i)revious to the election. 

Question. Was that done by disguised men ? 

Answer. No, sir ; as least so said an old white lady, who was teaching school there at 
the time, and who made her Cvscape. She said she knew three of them, young men 
living in the neighborhood. I think she said there were eight of them in all. 

Question. Was there any i)olitical reason coniK'cted with that assassination ? 

Ansnxr. The colored man was a man of some prominence as a repiibli».'an. He was a 
man of character, and had been a preacher tluu^e ever since my earliest recollection. 
This old white lady was teaching a colored school in the neighborhood and boarding at 
this old colored i>reacher's house ; that is, she had a room there, and they prepared her 
meals and sent them to her room, so I suppose you might say she was boarding there. 
She could not go anywhere else to board ; that is, with any white family in the neigh- 
borhood, 1 think she said. The school had been under way about a month, I under- 
stood, when this crowd went to the house at night and called out this old i)arsou, 
Trammell, and killed him. The old lady said she was satisfied they would have killed 
her if she had not made her escape as she did, in her night clothes. 

Question. Was any other explanation given of that murder? 

Answer. None were given to the friends of the party ; we all knew what it meant. 
Question. Were any of that party arrested or tried ? 

Answer. I think none were arrested. A coroner's jury was summoned and held an 
inquest on the body ; so I heard a man say who acted as the foreman of the coronci^'s 
jury. 1 think the finding of the jury Avas, that he came to his death by the hands of 
some persons unknown to the jury. 

Question. Did you live in the county town ? 

Answer. No, sir ; some eight or ten miles from the county toAvn. 
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Questioyi Were any persons arrested for that offense, do you know ? 
Ansicer. I know there were not. 

QitesiiotL Have yon stated all that you know concerning the existing state of things 
in that portion of Alabama? 

Ausu'cr, I have answered just such questions as you have asked inc. 

Question. Docs what you have stated comprise all that you l^ow about the existing 
state of things there ? 

Auswcr. I might remark, in t4iis connection, that after I left there I learned from the 
deputy collector, who had an olBce with me, and had had for four or five years, that a 
few days after I left, a raid came to his office, but he managed to escape. They destroyed 
his papers and tried to set lire to the house in Avhich the office was, but some colored 
women who were in the back part of the house put out the lire after they left. The 
other man who is living there, the only other white republican, thought that an attempt 
was made to injure him, for they threw a rock through the window of his house in the 
day-time, and struck one of his children while they were sitting at the dinner table; 
but it did not hit him. We were the only white republicans, three of us, in that pre- 
cinct J that is, well-known republicans. There were some other men there who per- 
haps voted a part of the republican ticket— voted for some of the members of the leg- 
islature ; there were perhaps one or two who did that. 

(Jucstion. Have you been back in Alabama since you left in November last ? 

Atmccr, No, sir, I have not, and I do not expect to go back, if I can help it, until 
there is a different state of affairs there. 

Question. You have no personal knowledge of v/hat has transpired there since you 
left, or what is the state of things there now ? 

Ansicer. No, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Where do you live now ? 

Answer. In this city ; I am a clerk in the Census Bureau. 
Question. When did you get your appointment there ? 
Answer. In the latter part of February, I think it was. 

Question. Did you know, when you came here, that you would get that appointment ? 
Answer. 1 did not. 

Question. What business did you follow in Alabama ? 
Answer. I was a school teacher, and taught school. 

Question. The only intimation to you that there was danger in your staying there 
wa« from that relative of yours f 
Answer. No, sir ; I had other intimations. 
Question. What other intimations? 

Answer. I had other intimations from two or three colored men. 
Question. I was referring to intimations from white men. 
Answer. That was all. 
Question. What is his name ? 
Answer. I would rather not give it. 
Question. I would rather you would give it. 

Answer. 1 would rather not give it ; he still resides in that neighborhood. 
Question. According to your theory there is not much danger to him, is there ? You 
say he is a democrat. 
Ansirer. Yes, sir. 
QuesiioHi I want his name. 

Answer. He Avould not like'me to give it, I know. It was told to mo confidentiallv,, 
very confidentially. 

The Ctiairmax. I think the question is a proper one. We want all the information 
that will throw any light on the subject of our investigation. 

By ilr. Van Trujip : 
Question. What relation is he to you? 
Answer. A great-uncle. 
Question. How old a man is ho ? 

Answer. He is some seventy-four or seventy-five years of SL<^e. 

Question. What is his post-office address? 

Answer. Bluffton. 

Question. In what county is that ? 

Answer. In Chambers County. 

Question. I want his name. 

The Witness. I would like to ask the chairman if the evidence I give, or that wit- 
nt^Bses are in the habit ot giving here, is to bo published ? 

X ^"i^i^^^^-^^^- We do not expect to publish it at once, but the testimony will all be 
reported to Congress, and I have no doubt that the testimony of every witness will 
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eventually be made public ; that is our expectation. In the judgment of the ehainuan. 
the question put to you by ]Mr. Van Trump is a proper one. 
The Witness. I will answer it if you say I must. 

By Mr. VaxTkump: 

Quesilon. It must be as evident to you as to anybody else that the fact that your great- 
nneledid communicate to you what you say he did, docs not rcllcct upon any indivuluul 
person there. 

Jihswer. No, sir ; but all these things are picked up and read witli avidity there. 

Question. Yon have said, in your examination-in-chief, tliat this rclativ4' of yours 
came to you and told you that you had better leave, if the democrats had succeeded 
there. 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was that all he said ? 

Answer. I do not know that that was all. 

Question. Did he say that any particular persons there would injure you? 
Answer. I do not remember whether he spoke of particular persons or not. 
Question. Do you not know that he did not i 
Answer. I cjinnot say that I know he did not. 

Question. What is your best impression now ; that ho said generally that if the 
democrats had carried tbe State you had better leave ? was not that what you have 
stated here, and was not that about all he did say ? 

Answer. That is not all that he did say : but tbat is what I stated. 

Question. Did he name any persons who would interfere with you ? 

Answer. I cannot remember, to say })ositively, whetlier he did or not call over the 
names of particular men. It was jjrctty well known there, Ihougli, who wen^ Ihe men 
to do that kind of things when th<'y concluded t(Mlo them ; it was pretty well known 
to him and to me both. 

Question. The actual persons, yon Uican ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; the men put forward to do things of that kind; those who were 
generally charged with it. 

Question. Give us the names of some of those gentlemen, or of those men, if you do 
not consider tliem gentlemen. 

Answer. They might [])ausing.] 

Question. They might what? 

Answer. It might not be very proper to give their names, because they did not com- 
mit the overt act. But 1 say it was }>retty well understood who wouhl be the men to 
do that kind of things, if done at all. 

Question. Hum it was a public thing there, if ^'pretty well understood;" give us 
the names of some who would be likely to do those tilings. 

Answn'. I would not like to do it. 

Question. You say you do not intend to go back there until things are settled ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I do not. 

Question. What danger, then, in giving us their names now? 
Ansiccr. I shall have to go back there some day. 

Question. You say you hope to go back there when things are settled ; what is your 
opinion of settled things f 

Answer. It might still be attended with some danger to give people's names. 

Que>ition. I will not insist upon their names, as you do not make any si)eciiic state- 
ment that they have done anything, but I want the name of the gentleman who told 
you that you had better leave there. 

Answer. I am very loath, Mr. Chairman, to answer that question, to give his name ; 
I am very loath to do it ; I do not like to do it. 

Question. What were your politics before you were api)ointed assistant assesscu' in 
Alabama? 

Answer. I was a Union man before there was any republican party organized in the 
State. 

Question. I mean before the organization of the republican party there. 
. Answer. That is Avhat I mean ; I Avas a Union man before the organization of the 
republican i)arty. 

Question. Was there any party before that time, known as the Union party? 
Ansiver. There was in our county; there was no party known by the name of re- 
publican party until 1867, that I remember. 

Question. You say there were only three white republicans in your precinct ? 
Answer. That Avas all. 

Question. What was the population of the precinct? 

Answer. I think the white voting population of the precinct was one himdred and 
sixty and odd, and the colored voting population, I think, was some five hundred and 
twenty-five. 

Question, Who manages the negro vote there ? 
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Aimcer, They have some promincDt men among their own number ; men of some 
prorainonce among themselves who can read and write. 

Question, And notwithstanding that preponderance of political power on the part of 
the negro population there, you say yon have known of bnt one negro attacked for 
several years past in all the excitement of all the elections there. 

Jrwim*. I did not siy that? . ^ 

Question. That is what I understood you to say ; you gave the instance of the old 
negro man who was killed. 

Answer, He did not live in our precinct. 

Question. He lived out of your precinct ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; some ten or eleven miles off. 

Question. Have there been any negroes molested in your precinct? 

Answer. Yes, sir; there have been a number of molestations there. 

Question. Why did you not give them in the first instance, when the chairman 
asked you the question? 

Answer. I thought he was asking me about events that occurred just about the time 
of the last election ; not what had occurred during several years past. 

Question. I mean the last election and the election before the last. 

Answer. I was not asked the question ; that is the reason I did not allude to them. 

The Chairman. You did not understand my question ; I asked you what eases of 
that kind had taken place before yon left there. 

The Witness. I thought you meant immediately in connection with the last elec- 
tion. 

The Chairman. In regard to the name which Judge Van Trump has asked you to 
give, it is proper I should read to you the act of Congress on the subject of witnesses 
before committees. The act provides " That any person summoned as a witness by the 
authority of either house of Congress to give testimony, or to produce papers upon 
any matter before either house, or any committee of either house of Congress, who 
shall willfully make default, or who, appearing, shall refuse to answer any question 
pertinent to the matter of inquiry in consideration before the honse or committee by 
which he shall be examined, shall, in addition to the pains and penalties now existing, 
be liable to indictment as and for a misdemeanor in any court of the United States 
liaving jurisdiction thereof, and, on conviction, shall pay a fine not exceeding $1,000 
and not less than §100, and sufier imprisonment in the common jail not less than one 
month nor more than twelve months." Now, Judge Van Trump has put a question to 
you, and it is for the committee to determine whether it is a pertinent one. I have 
already expressed my opinion that it is. 

The Witness. I do not wish to be contumacious about it ; I am ready to answer the 
question if it is insisted on. I will qualify the part of my statement in regard to the 
gentleman being a democrat, for that perhaps is going too" far. He is not understood 
!x) be a republican ; he has not taken part in politics since the war. I do not think ho 
^as ever registered or voted since the war. He certainly is not a republican. If you . 
want to know his name, and say that it is a pertinent question, I will give his name, 
though I say I dislike for various reasons to do so. He is a relative of mine. 

The Ciiairjlvn. I have already said that I think the question is a pertinent one. It 
is a question for the whole committee to determine. 

Mr. Pool. I think the question is a proper one, and that the witness should answer 
it if Judge Van Trump insists upon it. 

Mr. Stevenson. I suppose, as a matter of practice, that every question should be^ 
regarded as admissible and pci-tinent, unless o'bjection be made to it and the objection . 
sustained, 

The Chairman. I think that would be a very good practice. ^ 
The Witness. His name is Colonel George Reese. I will also state in that connec- 
tion that his advice to me was given with particular respect to the difiiculty I have 
mentioned as having occurred between myself and a young man on the ovenin'g of the 
election. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Why did you not state that before ? 
Answej'. 1 did. 

Question. You mentioned generally that he advised you to leave. 

Answer. It had a political connection, too, at the same time. He knew that any dif- 

Qculty I should get in there at that time 

Question. You can make any explanation you wish. 
Answer. That is what i wish to do. 

Question. Did you not say, in the first place, that this relative came to you and said 
that if the democrats had carried the State you had better leave ? 
Atmcer. Yes, sir; that is my impression. 

Question. And you wish noAV to say that he advised you to leave because of your dif- 
iiculty with that young man ? 
Ansiver. I say that had some connection with it. 
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By tlie Chairman : 

Question. If you misapprehended my question to confine your answer to events that 
occurred at the time of the last election, I will state that that was not my intention. 
You can state your knowledge of events occurring during the last year. 

Ansiver. I do not think we had any election before that during that year. 

Question. State any events occurring during any election, showing the state of feel- 
ing in the community affecting the security of j)erson and property. 

Anstcer. I do not particularly remember any event of the kind occurring withm the 
year. At the previous cjeneral election there was some disturbance, at the time of the 
presidential election. Some negroes were knocked down, I think, or something of the 
kind ; I can hardly recollect what. There was a great deal of disturbance. 

Question. On the day of the election ? 

Answe7\ On the evening of the day of election, a great deal of disturbance. What 
has occurred in the mean time I have forgotten. 

By Mr. Yax Thump : 
Question. Are you old enough to recollect scenes at elections before the war? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I can recollect something about them. 
Question, Were there not frequently knock-downs on the day of election ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were they not common in the South as at the North ? 
Answe7\ I do not know whether they were common there or not. 
Question. Had you any trouble in the execution of the duties of your office as assist- 
ant assessor of revenue ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Omsiion. Are there any organized bands of men in that county who go about neigh- 
borhoods in disguise ? 

Answer. I do not know whether there is or not. I have never seen any band of men 
in disguise tliere. As I say, on the evening of tlie Grant election I was not at that 
precinct ; I was at the Cusseta precinct, about nine miles from there, A band of dis- 
guised men rode tli rough the little village in whicli our precinct is situated. 

Question. While the election was going on ? 

Answer. It was about sunset in the evening, and the jxdls Avere elosinl al)()ut sunset. 
I do not know wliether the polls were closed then or not. I di^l not see the band; I 
heard of them. 

Question. Have there been any whippings in that county ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; there have been whippings there at different times, but I can 
hardly recollect now at what times they occurred. The most of the acts of disorder 
there were scxm after the close of the war. 

Question. Have there been any whippings in that county within the last twelve 
months °/ 

Answer. I think there have been. There was a case of whipping there right in our 
neighborhood within twelve months, I think. 
Question. Who did it ? 

Answer. Some young men about town there. They whipped a colored man. 

By Mr, Van Trump : 
Question. Were they disguised ? 
Answer. I think not. 

Question. Was it in the day-time or at night ? 

Answer. It was in the night-time I heard them talking about it ; they had the parties 
up before some otiicer of the corporation and inflicted some fine, I think. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Do you kno w of any other whippings within the last twelve months ? 

Answer. 1 do not recollect any at this time — none that excited any notoriety or talk ; 
there generally has to be something outrageous, something pretty bad, to excite any 
talk or comment. 

Question. You do not know that within the last twelvemonths there have been men 
in disguise in the habit of occasionally riding through portions of your county? 
Answei\ No, sir ; I do not at this time recollect any within the past year. 
Question. What county is that ? 

Answer. Chambers County, in the eastern part of the State. 
By Mr. Cobuj^x : 

Question. Do the people in that country, either white or black, carry arms ? 
Answa-. I reckon most every white man keeps a gun about his house, as also do a 
great many colored men, I think ; but I have rarely seen anybody going about on the 
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road with a gun on liis slioulder ; if lio liad a pistol I did not know it ; it was concealed j 
but almost every head of a family has a gun about his house. 

By ^Ir. Poor. : 

Qucstioju Have you had any personal indignity offered you within the past year? 

Answer, I do not remember; I think it has been about twelve months that I was in 
the lower corner of my division, which was also in my county ; there was an old man 
there, who had been drinking, however, and when I called by there to attend to my 
business he took occasion to* curse mo as a damned radical, and all that sort of thing, 
and to ask what kind of tax would the damned Yankees put*on us next; I paid no 
particular attention to him, as I saw ho had been drinking; he had cursed me once or 
twice before, and had some grudge against me ; something about looking into his dis- 
tillery a year or two before. 

By Iklr. Vajs; Trump : 
Question, He offered you no personal violence ? 
Answer, He did not strike me. 
Question, Were there others around there ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Was there any attempt to get up a row ? 

Answer. No, sir; he had it pretty much all to himself; he said he knew my family 
and where I was born, and that I w as of too good a stock to be a radical ; he cursed 
mo until I left ; there were but two or three little business houses in the place, and I 
was not there long; he was not more violent in that way than the rest of his party; 
ho showed it a little more when he had been drinking. 

By Mr. Pool: 

Question, Have you heard any threats made against the colored people within the last 
year? 

Jnsiver. No, sir; if any had been made against them I would not have been likely to 
hear them ; they would not be likely to make them in my presence ; a number of colored 
men have told me of threats made against them. 

Question, What was the character of the threats ? 

Ansiver, That they would be killed or taken off and whipped ; that they would be run 
off the plantations they were living on, and all that sort of thing ; I know quite a 
nimfiber of prominent ^colored men who did not sleep in their houses there for more 
than a month after the election ; I do not know that they all sleep in their houses yet. 

Question, Did they sleep in the woods ? 

Answer. I suppose so; off somewhere other than at home. 

Question, Have their houses been visited ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Within the last year ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; right after the election ; I do not believe I have heard from any ' 
of them since the last of December, or the first of January. 

Qiie^Htion. Visited by whom ? * 
Anmi-er. They did not know, or at least they did not say who. 
Question, By men in disguise ? 

Answer, I do not remember whether in their communications they said they were 
disguised or not ; perhaps in one instance they were disgiiised ; I am not sure of that, 
however. 

Question. Were any of their houses broken open ? » 

Answer. I do not know whether their houses were broken open or not ; they did not 
mention it ; I suppose not, or they would have mentioned it. 

Question, Were those visitations frequent, or only in one or two instances ? 

Answer. I cannot say how frequent they were, for I have received letters from only 
two or three of them. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question, You have received letters, then, since you have been here ? ^ 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. From negro men in Alabama ? * 

Answer, Yes, sir ; and some I hear from through white mon mentioning the circum- 
stances. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question, Did they attribute these things to Ku-Klux ; was there anything said 
about Ku-Klux ? • ' ^ » 

Answer. The term Ku-Klux there is sort of understood to cover all political outrages, 
all these political disorders. They are sort of called Ku-Klux whether men are in dis- 
• guise or not 
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By Mr. Van Trump: 
Question. Is there not something going on in this eity now called Kn-Klux? 
Answer. I have seen something about'it in the papers; I saw the heading ^'Ku-Kliix" 
in the paper this morning. 

By 3^Ir. Stevenson : 
Quesiion. I want to know if that term is mentioned there? 

Ansivn: It is common among tlie eolored people there to say they are afraid of the 
Kn-Klnx. Bnt I do not think there htive been but few bands of men in disguise going 
through there committing outrages. 

Question. There has been but very little regular Ku-Kluxing ? 

Answer. If that is what you call Ku-Kluxing. 

Question. That is what is understood by the term Ku-Klux; " secret societies of men 
going about in disguise : that is a part of the proper delinition of " Ku-Klux." You 
say the term was coimnonly used there, and that there was a generul ai)prehension of 
them among the colored people. 

Answer. Yes, sir. 



Washixgtox, D. C, June 9, 1871. 

LEWIS E. PARSONS sworn and examined. 
By the CiiAimiAX : 

fJu(ytion. Please state to tlie committee whether you reside in the State of Alabama 
and if so, in what part »)f the State. 

Answer. I reside at Talladega, Alabama. 
Question. How long have you reside<l there? 

Anxjrer. Since ISIii.); and 1 havr residtMl where I now live since April, b-^IO. 
(^>uestion. What jiublic positions, if any, have you held in Alabama since the close of 
the war ^ 

Answer. I liave held none except that of provisional governor. 

(^fnestion. Please go on, and state- whether you have been called ui)()n in any capacity 
to make iiKpiiry into any disturbances or nnn-(hMs alh'ged t() have occurred in the 
State: if so, to wluit extent di<l you make iuipiiry, and what was th<' result of that 
in(]niry / 

Answer. The gOA'ernor of the State emjdoyed my i\vn\ to ]U'()secute on behalf of the 
State certain ]iers(>ns charg<'(l with the mn] <ler of William 0. laike, a white man and 
a school teacher, and four colored men naujcd Tony Clilf, iierry Harris, C'a\sar Frederick, 
and William Hall. In tlu' course of the investigatiiui it was i)rove.n that on the same 
night, and by the same ban<l of disguised men, juiother colored nuin by the name of 
Esst'X Hendricks was put to death by luuiging and shooting, for lie was both hanged 
and shot, about four miles from where these others were ])nt to dt"ath. 

(Question. Please give the date of those occurrences, and the date of the investigation. 

A}>swer. The nnirders were jxu-pctrated on Monday night, the 11th of July, 1S70, near 
a little village called Cross Plains, in the county of Calhoun. 

Quext)on. At what time <lid you proceed to make this investigation ? 

Ansfvcr. The governor convened a court, or requested a judge of tin' supreme court, 
who, under our constitution, has jurisdiction coextensive v» iUi the vState, as a conserv- 
ator of the ])eace, to goto tluit county and hold a court of investigation under our 
State law. He went there on tlu^ ^th of August, 1S70, about a nu)nth after the nmrders. 
The governor also attended ; General Crawford came also, at tlu; re(piest of the gov- 
ernor. When we got there we found that it was necessary to nuike an investigation 
in the best manner we could for the purpose of ascertaining who were probably con- 
cerned in the nmrder. For some reason, the white inhabitants, with one or two excej)- 
tio]]s, neith<'r came and olfered any information, nor, when called u]»on, expressed any 
willingness to develop anything that they did know. Such intbrmation as could be 
()]»taincd led to the arrest of niin^ persons,"upou warrants duly issued, on atlidavit, by 
Judge li ters. Do you wish the names of the parties arrested ? 

Question. You will please give theyi. 

Answer. Their names were William Estes, Thomas I. Estes, Samuel Slaton, John 
Farmer, Shields Keith, Patrick Craig, John W. Xeighbors, George Dempsey, and one 
other whose name I do not now call to mind. These men vrere arrcrsted upon warrants 
charging them with having been concerned in the murder of these live men, Luke 
and others. The live men, to wit, ^Villianl C. Luke, and Uui i\mv colored men 
whose names I gave, were in the custody of the sheriff; Luke and three of the 
colored m4^n upon the charge of having b<'en concerned in shooting at some peoi>le 
returning from church, ladies and gentlemen, ^lerhaps some children, on Sunday night, 
till' 10th of July, the Sunday night previous to their murder. William Hall was not 
charged with any fault, except that on ^Monday night, after dark, he was taken from 
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his home, while sitting upon his door-step, and while his wife was engaged m prepar- 
in"- supper, by a body of armed men, who caiyied him off, because, as they said, he had 
o-iven information to some other colored men they wanted to arrest, on the ground 
that they had also been engaged in the shooting the night previous, and that informa- 
tion had enabled those men to get away. His wife testified on the trial that she begged 
them not to take him away, and when they told her that she must go back, and if 
she did not, they would "shoot her head off," her husband said to her, "Good bye, 
wife* if I never see you again, take good care of our child." She said she never saw 
her husband a<'-ain. He was carried to and put on the platform where these others 
were in the keeping of the sheriff and his dei)uty, and was taken off by the crowd of 
disn-uised men, and put to death along with the others, and at the same time. William 
C. Luke, Tony Cliff, Berry Harris, and Caesar Frederick were arrested on Monday during 
the day by virtue of a warrant, issued by a justice of the peace, named Neighbors. Ho 
and another justice, named Steele, held an investigation a little before sundown on 
I^Ionday evening, and they decided to commit those persons to the custody of the 
sheriff for- safe-keeping, until the next morning at 9 o'clock, when the court would 
again assemble. The justice said that the evidence on the part of the defense had 
been closed, but that there was other evidence on the part of the State. For that reason 
he adjourned the court, and directed the sheriff to summon a strong guard, and to 
keep the prisoners safely until the next morning. During the day of Monday, early in 
the morning, in making the arrests of these persons, a negro named Jacob Moore was 
arrested, but he attempted to escape. They had not taken out any warrant for him 
at that time; did not obtain it until later in the day. .When he was attempting to 
escape they ordered him to stop, and he not obeying the order, one of the erowd shot 
him in the rear, and he was wounded so badly that the physician said on Monday 
evening, when the other prisoners were committed to the sheriffs keeping, that ho 
would probably die before morning. They accordingly left him in the school-house, 
where the examination had been had, without any guard, except that a couple of negro 
men were detailed to watch him and wait upon him. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. The negro was arrested and shot by the State authorities ? 
Armver. No, sir; the arrest was made in the morning before the warrant was ob- 
tained. 

Question. It was done by authorities representing the law ? 

Anstcer. No, sir; it was simply a voluntary arrest on the part of the citizens. They 
said they thought there was danger of the negroes getting off on the train going south, 
so that they could not be arrested when the warrant should be obtained. They obtained 
a warrant for this man and the others at as early an hour as they could get the justice, 
Mr. Neighbors, to come into town and issue it. This negro, Jacob Moore, was examined 
as a witness on the trial. He testified that during the night, while he remained in the 
school-house, various persons who wore unknown to him eame to the house, and also 
one who was known to him, to wit, Patrick Craig ; that he did not himself think that 
ho should die, but that he made out that he was very badly off, because he was afraid „ 
that, if he did not, they might take him off with the others, and he thought he was 
safer to remain where he was, under the impression that he wohld die before morning 
any way. This man identified the man who shot him ; my recollection is that he said 
Shields Keith was the man who shot him when he attempted to run. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. At the time of his original arrest ? » 

Anstcer. Yes, sir ; when he was arrested in the morning about daylight, by a party ^ 
of men who at that time had no warrant, but subsequently, as soon as it could be done, 
got a warrant and had him duly arrested. He was returned as arrested under the war- 
rant, (hough up to that time they had no warrant. 

By the Chairman : 
QueMion. These are the facts, as disclosed upon the examination ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. The court commenced this investigation on the 8th day of August, ^ 
but arrests could not be made for a number of davs, in consequence of not having the 
necessary information upon which to base affidavits. But finally the information was 
obtained, affidavits were made, the arrests were made, and the trial proceeded, the evi- 
dence, as required by our statute law, being taken down in writing. Some one hun- 
dred and thirty or one hundred and forty witnesses were examined, and the investiga- 
tion finaUy closed in October, about the 12th or 13th. This was an investigating court 
lor the purpose of deciding whether there was probable cause for believing, first, that 
an offense had been committed, and, secondly, whether there was probable cause for 
believing that these parties were guilty, and ought to be held for trial. When the 
court adjourned m October, the grand jury of Calhoun County was in session, and, 
as the law requires, the testimony was sent to the clerk of the circuit court, to belaid 
belore the grand jury, and the witnesses were all recognized to appear there to 
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testify. But the grand jury of Calhoun County declined to find any bill against any 
of these i^arties, but they did find a bill against Jacob ^Moore, for assault with intent 
to kiU. 

Qifcsiion. Was Jacob JMoore the man who was shot ? 

Aiiswa'. Yes, sir; early in the morning of Monday, by a party of men who came 
down from Cross Plains to Peytoua, to make arrests, because, they saitl, they feared the 
negroes would go oft' on the train that morning, before warrauts eouhl be obtained. 

Qucbiiou. I*lease state whether that investigation disclosed the cxistenee, in that 
county, of any organizatiou known as the Ku-Klux ; if so, to what extent did it dis- 
close the organization and the manner of tluMr operations ? 

Answer. The State- examiued a witness nanu'd Lewis M. Force, wlio ])roved that he 
had been a member of the Ku-Klux Khui. Ih^ stated that the orgauizatiiui in Alabama 
numlxued from eiglit to ten thousand members, and that it had from ten to twelve 
thousaud members in Georgia, where he was initiated, with hea(l(pun't(as at Athmta ; 
that the object of the organization was to control the negro vote, and to defeat the 
republican party in obtaining oftices. 

By Mr. Van Tuump: 
Questioti, What has become of Force ? 

Atmccr. I do not know where he is now ; I suppose he is in that section of the 
country. I asked hiiu how lu^ came to join that (U'der, and, having joiiuHl it, why ho 
withdrew from it. lie said that he joined it for the purjiose of o])taining aid froni the 
organization to i)rocure the arrest of a man wlio liad connnitt(Ml a rape on his little 
daughter, about eU'ven or twelve years old, if I remember correctly ; that he succeeded 
in arresting the nuiu, after a very long and tedious jjursuit of him. 

By Mr. r,LAiii : 
Quesiion. Was he a bkack man ? 

Answer. No, sir; he was a white man. lie had him arrested and lodged in the jail of 
Cherokee County, Alabama. The witnc^ss further testilieil that shortly after this uian 
was put in jail — I am giving wliat he testified, not wliat I know myself, except 
as he stated it — he was called on by the klan to aid in lil>erating this man ; that the 
reason given Ibr it was that the nuin and his IVitMids had, during th(^ i>revious y<>ar, I 
think it was, aided in liberating tVorii jail the hoiid man of the ordei*, who was in jail 
in Chattooga County, (Jeorgia ; Sunimerville is the county seat, I think. 

By]\Ir.BLAiu: 
Question. Did he tell tln^ name of the man ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; but it has escapcil my memory. I can ascertain it, if desired, by 
reterring to the m)tes of the evidence ; 1 think I luive it. That circninstance being <>f 
such a character as to be of ])ublicity, 1 learned from the United States ofticers, then 
present, that the thing had occurred ; that the liberation of that man had occurred at 
Summerville, in Chattooga County, as the man Force said, and tlu^ very man that h(i 
said. Mr. Force was not known ])rior to that time, and I did not know how much 
weight (night to be accorded to his evidence. 

By tlie CllAlRMAX : 

Question. Did he disclose the.mnnner of their i)roceeding when he was initiated, and 
how they i)roceeded on their raid 

Answ(r. He described it very much as it is generally understood ; that he took an 
obligation, of which he gave the substance ; that he went out the same night he was 
initiated, and was present when a negro man was called out of his house and whipped 
by the gang then i)resent; that they whi])ped him after having made him dance souic 
time, and admonished him to behave himself better in the future. 

Questi^m. Were the defendants represented by counsel at that examination ? 

Ayiswcr. Yes, sir ; a fu'ui of very abh^ gentleuK^n, General William Henry I'orney and 
Chancellor Foster, who were then practicing law in partnership, i-(q)icsented them. 

Question. Did this man disclose the names of other jjcrsons who were members of that 
organization if 

Answer. Ib^ ga^ e the names of those known to him, but they were residing just across 
the line in Georgia, not within the reach of the subpauias of the court ; only a few- 
miles distant, however, compared with the distance from which some of the witnesses 
were summoned. 

Quctition. Were any of them produced to contradict or corroborate his testimony ! 

Answer. No, sir, we did not obtain any of them, and the defense did not offer any 
evidence iu regard to the existence of the klan. ^>ro or eon. 1 believe they did not eveii 
cross-examine Force; I think they declined to ask him any questions. ' 

Question. Did he go on and state whether he had released that man from i^rison who 
was charged with the rape of his daughter ? 

An.su-er. No, sir ; he came down to this court to obtain the necessary force for the .safe- 
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keeping of the luan, and ho was taken from that jail by order, and pLiced in the jail 
Df Jacksonville for safe-keeping, is my recollection. 
Qveaiion. He declined to assist them in liberating liim? 

Armcer. Yes, sir ; and he said that be told them that if that was their purpose, to 
release men charged with sncli olfenses as that, he would have nothing further to do 
with the organization. The man was subsequently indicted at the fall court in Chero- 
kee County for the rape ; he obtained a continuance of the trial of his cause until the 
last spriu^^' term. I have never learned what was done with him. 

Qui'siiou. Did Force state the strength of the order in the county in which these mur- 
ders took i)lace of which you have spoken? 

Ati8wn\ I do not think he did. 

(^uesiion. Wliat is the political character of that county? 
Jimrer. The county of Calhoun? 

Question. Yes ; the county in Avhich you say the grand jury declined to act ? 

A7isH-er. In 18G0 the county voted, I think, by two thousand votes, or two thousand 
majority, for Breckinridge and Lane. It has always been a very decided democratic 
county, and I suppose is more so of late, aside from the colored vote. 

Question, What is the proportion of white and colored population in the county ? 

Auswa-. The white population outnumbers the colored; the exact proportionjiow- 
ever, I am unable to state ; but it outnumbers it largely. 

Question. Does your statement embody the result of the examinatian, so far as this 
question of organization and crime is concerned, in that county ? 

Answer. What I have already stated is all the information we had of the general 
organization of the Ku-Klux Khin. But the proof in the progress of that trial, in re- 
gard to the operations of that klan, or of persons who were wearing the disguises, 
which it is understood the klan generally wears, showed that they had been operating 
all through that county and Cherokee County, at various points, and some up in North- 
ern Alabama, ever since the year 1863. During the election in 1868, there was some 
manifestation by the klan in Huntsville, wiiere a man Avas killed while standing on his 
door-step ; not the man, however, that they intended to kill, as was subsequently shown, 
lint in regard to this immediate vicinity of Calhoun County and its surroundings, the 
proof shows that in repeated instances colored men had been taken out and whipped 
with hickory withes ; sometimes beaten very severely with canes— not a fair whij) — and 
with other instruments ; that they had been shot, in some instances seriously wounded, 
in others killed ; and some had been otherwise outraged. In one instance there was 
proof of rape by a party of these fellows, who w^ent into a negro man's house, drove 
him out, and raped his wife, threatening to kill her if she did not submit to their 
demands. 

Question. IIow recently had any of these occurrences taken place ? 

Answer. They covered a period commencing some time in December, 1868, running 
through 18Gi), and down to the time when Mr. Luke and the four colored men w^ere put 
to death in July, 1870. The proof showed that no raiding of the klan, that was known, 
had taken place since that time and up to the time when the court was sitting, wiiich 
was in August, September, and October, 1870. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of there having been any occurrences of a simi- 
lar character in the county since that court was held ? 

Answer. 1 have no knowledge of any of these things, except as developed on that 
examination. 

Question. Have you any knowledge, derived from your observation and intercourse 
w ith the people of that region, of any occurrence since October last, the time when 
your court of examination closed there ? 

Answer. A copy of two letters, or of notices, warning certain witnesses— white men— 
on behalf of the State in the trial to leave the country, or they would be whipped until 
their backs were "cut as fine as dogs' hair," were sent to me. 

Question. Do you know vv-hether that notice was actually served on the witnesses ? 

Answer. Not of my personal knowledge. 

Question. Have there been any whippings and scourgings that have been reported to 
you upon credible information, as occurring in that region of the State, or in any other 
region, since that time? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Were you present at a political meeting held in Eutaw in October of last 
year? 

Answer. I was present at one when General Warner spoke. 

Question. Wo have had the statements of General Warner and Mr, Hays, who were 
present at that meeting. 
Answer. They were both there. 

Question. Wifhout desiring any repetition of general facts, will you state as brieliy as 
you can your recollection of what occurred there ? 

Ansicer. ^Ij recollection is substantially this: that notice had been given that Gov- 
ernor Smith and General Warner would speak there. They invited me to go there and 
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speak also, as they said, at the request of a nnniher of ohl whigs in that sectiou of 
country. We were to sjieak first in Livingston, in Sumter County, and then at Eutaw 
on the following day. At Liv'ugstou we were interrupted by a nniubcr of ]>ersons, 
and no opportunity was given for a fair or connected speech. Governor Sniitli was 
interrupted from the moment he rose to speak. A young man came and stood beside 
him with a knife drawn, open in his hand, and brandished it about in a very threaten- 
ing manner, striking his leit hand on his breast, brandishing his knife, and standing 
u]) close l)eside the governor as he commenced to address the crowd, which was ct>m- 
posed, so far as I couhl judge, of about five-sixths colored men and a body of white 
in<m standing olf by themselves a little on the riglit. From what was said by numbers 
of tliem I supposed they were opjiosed to the discussion being had. 
(Jficstlon. This was in Livingston ? 

A7i8}C(t\ Yes, sir. A jjortion of the men who interrupted the meeting went up that 
night on tlie same train with us to Eutaw ; others that I did not see on the train I 
saw at Eutaw the next day; they were present and to<.>k a part in the vio](^nc(^ whieh 
occurred tliere. Just after I had liuished my speech, or rather got down from the 
stand, for I did not have an opportunity of making anything like a speecli, as I step]i<.d 
down from the stand at Eutaw, Mr. Hays got up, as he said subse<[uently, to adjourn 
the meeting, not intending to make any speech. A genthuunn approaciied me tixim 
the left, wlio ki^ew me, an<l called me by name, and said that he tliouglit it best Mr. 
Hays should not speak then^ or attempt to speak: that lie was very un])op\ilar. and 
the pe()i)Ie were very much incensed, and it mjght lead to disturbance. He retiuested 
me to tell him so, bnt not to use his name in connection with it. I had never setm Mr. 
Hays to know him personally until that morning. I turned around and whispered to 
General Warner what had been said to me, and suggested that he should speak to 
Mr. Hays. Just as I rose u\) from conferring with him Mr. Hays struck the ground 
near the table he was standing on. 1 did not s<'e anybody j<'rk him olf the table, but 
I heard his feet strike the ground, and saw him standing there apparently somewhat 
excited. !Mr. Hays said nothing, bnt in ,'in in.stant a pistt)l was lired — a single shot — 
either from the room of the clerk of the circuit, whieh was just l)ack of us, oi- fiom the 
door of the main (mtranee to the court-house just !)ey<)nd : I cannot tell certainly v. hii h. 
Then, ;ibont as <piiek as men ecuild draw tln ir Aveaponsnnd commenci^ liring, a general 
shooting commeiu'cd at the crowd ot" negroes that were in front. There was a ^•erv 
large concourse there, I snpjjose somewhere between two and three tiiousan*!. I oughr, 
perhaps, to state that, as Mr. Hays Avas ])ulled from the stand, or as h<' strn<']c the 
ground. I saw seA cral negro men start and nmve tip toward him. and I s:nv one or two 
of th(un commence glutting out their knives and about to op<'n them. 1 i)nt our i ly 
hand and said, "Don't do that: put up your knives; ther*' nnist be no disturba: < e 
here." Just then the pistol shot was fire<l, of whieh I have spoken. 

By Mr. Van Tuump: 

Quc>ition. ''Just then, " you say : did you see the knives before you heard tlie slio*^ ? 

Answer. I think T did ; but the negr()es put up their knives, as I requested them tv) 
do, and did not make any dcmon.stration with them. They were moving up as if to 
protect ^Ir. Hays. 

r>y the Chairman : 
Question. From what direction did the shot come ? 

Ausurr. Out of the conrt-honse, either from the door of the main entrance or from 
one of the windows. I do not know that any one saw the attempt to draw the knn es 
except myself. 

Question. \hid Mr. Hays any weapon 1 

Anmir. Not that I saw, and 1 had i)retty good reason for noticing. He may hav»- l^ad 
some small i)istol, but he certainly had none of the weapons which were had )jy iLo 
great body of nuMi around me. 

Question. Did you see him have any ? 

Answer. I did not ; but he has told me since that he had a small pocket derringer 
in his i)oeket. but I did not see any signs of it. My rea.son for looking at him was, that 
I had heard a great deal of the danger ^Ir. Hays was in, and I farther understood that 
he would not be able to come there that day. When he did come, I saw him dressed in 
the ordinary dress of a gentleman, and I took particular enre to look over his ])erson 
and sec if he was armed. 1 supi)osed he would be arnunl; but I could not see any 
signs of it. He says, however, that he had a small pocket derringer. He did not use 
any weai)on that I saw, or make any attempt to use any. 

Question. Did you take any part in the preliminary attempt to have a joint discris- 
Bion there ? 

Answer. 1 think I did ; at least I knew of it : I do not remend)er whether or not I signed 
the paper. There was a proposition of that sort made, but the answer returned was 
that they would not recognize either the speakers or the cause j 1 think that was the 
substance of their answer. 

c 
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QueMion. Was thnt eftbrt uiaclo for the purpose, if possible, of preventing a collision ? 

A)}^wn'. So far as I knew it was with a view to have a peaceable meeting there ; it 
was in ttie interest of peace ami order. 

Question. From what you saw there that day, and from your observation at that 
time, in traveling through other counties, were people free to utter their political senti- 
ments without incurring danger ? ^ . ,x , • 

Aimver. No, sir ; I think not. In fact, I am very certain they were not. Nothing ^yas 
said there that day that could bo just ground of oiFeuse; nothing Avas said by Senator 
Waru'T or by mys'elf, so far as I am conscious of what I said ; and I think I know pretty 
well what ho said and what I said. My whole effort was to conciliate the old Union 
sentiment of the State; to conciliate all, in fact, but I hoped to obtain a more candid 
hearing from the old Union sentiment of that community, which, in old times, was 
largely' whig; and of course my speech, as far as I could make any there, was shaped 
in that way? But I was constantly interrupted, in the most offensive manner; I will 
not say constantly, but repeatedly, so much so as to prevent anything like a continuous 
and connected presentation of any one feature of a political question. 

Question. Had you frequently spoken in Eutaw in former times? 

Answer. No, sir ; I had never spoken in the town before. But I had been a whig 
elector in the State, and had held various other positions, which made me known to 
the people of the State. 

Question. Were you well known there ? 

Answer. I supposed I was ; at least I knew a great" many persons there. 

Question. How many persons Avere wounded there, according to your observation ? 

Answer. I never saw any scene of that kind before. I saw a great many fall as the 
shots were fired, and at the time I supposed they had stumbled and fallen, because they 
got xi]} again and went away. But I have understood, from those who have had ex- 
perience in such scenes, that unless a man is so severely wounded as to render him 
unable to rise when he is hit, the effect of the bullet frequcntlj^ is to cause him to fall, 
and lie rises again. The papers reported that there were some fifty-four persons 
wounded there, and that four of them died from their wounds. Whether that is true 
or not I am not able to say. 

Question. Were any white persons wounded there ? 

Answer. Not that I heard of; I certainly saw none. I saw one colored man lying on 
a dray that night about sundown. His thigh was broken ; it had been splintered' and 
set, and he was lying on a dray in the street of the toAvn. He told me that he wslh up 
there at the meeting and had been wounded there. 

Question. Judging from the facts that came under your notice, from the fact of per- 
sons coming from the one county to the other, what was the conclusion at which you 
arrived as to whether that attack was premeditated, preconcerted ? 

Ansicer. ISly conviction, from what I saw in the morning before the speaking began, 
was that there w^ould be trouble there that day, and I so advised Governor Smith and 
General Crawford. And I advised General Crawford to bring his entire force up to the 
town and have them in readiness for immediate action, believing that hj so doing he 
would overawe the disposition to make trouble ; that the presence of the troops would • 
prevent any trouble. I told General Crawford that I knew the peoi)lo well enough to 
understand the signs. The general did not seem to coincide with me. At all events, 
he did not bring his troops up. He had a small detachment stationed about two 
squares away, so that when the firing did commence they were not at hand to protect 
the colored people, and could not be got there in time to do any good at all. 

By Mr. Van Tkump : < 
Question. Was this squad of troops within sight of the meeting ? » 
Answer. No, sir ; they were two squares away. The rest of his troops were out about 
half a mile distant. My conviction is that if the Government had shown, by tho 
l)resence of its troops, a determination to prevent violence, there would have been 
none. 

Question. Is it not a problem whether their presence w^ould prevent or irritate ? 

Answer. That is a problem, it is true. But my conviction is that men will not resort * 
to force when they know there is an equal or superior force to meet them. When the ^ 
troops came up, as the detachment did, tho whole thing w as at an end ; and for them 
to commence tiring then would simply have been to make an assault in turn. If they 
had been there, ami these men had attempted to fire just as they did, then force could 
have been repelled by force. 

By the Chairman: 

Question. Is there anything further you would state as evidencing the state of public 
sentiment there in reference to offenses of this character, these disturbances? 

Answer. There is one other fact I should state in connection with this matter. We went 
down the next mornui^, on the train, to York station ; in fact we went down to Meri- 
dian, Governor Smith, General Warner, and myself General Warner, however, turned 
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back after wo had gone some distance ; I do not remember bo^Y far. He met a train 
going np on wbieli were some friends, and he conelnded that he wonhl go back and 
keep an appointment at Tuscaloosa. On the train with ns was a portion of tliose men 
who liad been at Sumter on the day of the speaking there, and who were at Entaw 
the day before. As they went down, whenever the train stopp<>d peo])le came np to 
tliem and asked them the ncAvs. Replies were made indiearing what had liapi)ened, 
and in one instance the expression was nuide, so lend as to be heard by numbers of 
l>ersons, to this eftect : "We have cleaned out the danmed radicals-, and are goin;;- 
home." I heard that expression myself. 

Question. Did you direct your attention to the subject so as to ascertain whetlier tho 
])ublic sentiment of the town of Eutaw disapproved or nplield this lawlessness ? 

Airvrcr. I cannot doubt but that it is disapi)roved by some of the i)eople, by a very 
considerable number, knowing as I do the general character of tlu^ ])opulation thi r<\ 
liut, so far as I know, no manifestation of that disapproval was made, and I doubt 
^'ery much v. hetlier it dare manifest itself just now. 

Qucstiou. Has there been any manifestation in favor of npholding»snch lawlessness ? 

A))>!U'(r. Not to my personal knowledge. I have understood that there have betm 
man.ifestations of a very decided character, in defending these men who were subse- 
([uently indicted at the district court of the United States, at Mobile, and whos(i trial 
v. as set for last ^lay ; I think it was May ; at all e^ ents it was during the late spring 
court. 

QufiitioH. Were those demonstrations of a public character ! 

Jjj.sH'cr, I understood that they were; I understood that there was a fair held in the 
lown for the i)urpose of raising funds to meet the expenses of tho men who were in- 
dicted tliere ; that, however, is merely upon information. 

(JncsCiOi). You do not know that i)ersonally ? 

A)(sicer. Xo, sir ; because I do not live in that county. 

Quesiioih Are there any more recent events than those of which you hav(5 spoki-n, 
which indicate the extent to which the laws can be executed in the State, or life and 
person be made secure ? 

Amwcr. The question is somewhat changed, 1 thiuk, since the recent legislation of 
Congress. The manifestations on the ])art of the Federal (fovernment, as shown by 
the recent enactment of Congress, and the action of the United States courts in giving 
force and effect to that enactment, and to the act of the :Jlst of ^lay, l^^TO, have, it 
seems to nu\ from what I se<' and hear, i>r(i(luccd an etfect on the ])ubAc min<l. What 
will be the linal result 1 cannot say ; but I think tlie tendency has been to giv<' them 
paiise. Heretofore I have known of no instance in which a man charged with having 
killed a negro has been brought to trial and convicted, .scarcely ever to trial even. On 
the other hand, whenever a negro connnitsany offense there isno trouble in obtaining a 
conviction upon reasonable proof, and sometimes when the ]n*oof is not so clear. Tliat 
sentiment, however, has been, according to my observations, always the case, njore or 
less, in the South, with reference to any white num. If po])ular prejudice sets in 
strongly against a man, I have found in my practice as a lawyer that it is ahnost impos- 
sible to olfcr evidence enough to acciuit him. If popular prejudice sets in his favor, 
it is almost impossible to secui e the conviction of a mau, no matter what his color nuiy 
be. It is, as my experience shows, one of the weaknesses of our system of trials. 

By Mr. Van TiiUMP : 
Question. Do you mean the system of trial in the South, or generally / 
Anm'cr. Geuerally ; I see by your papers in the Xorth that if a man is a popular man, 
there is always a strong inlluence made, if he is convicted, to obtain a respite or com- 
mutation of sentence. 

By the Ciiaiumax : 

Question, Were these acts of violence calculated to have, and did they have, any 
eliect upon the result of your elections, by deterring men from voting, and therel)y 
producing the contest which subsequently ensued in your legishiture ? 

Answer. In my judgment they did. After a careful examination, as one of the counsel 
of Governor Smith, the then governor of the State, he became satished, as did also his 
counsel, that a great many men had been prevented from voting who would have voted 
for him, and also for oth(!r republican candidates, had it not been for the fear of con- 
sequences to them personally; also that a great nniny votes had been thrown out 
which ought to have been received. In that way lie' was reported to have lost the 
election by some 1,:}20 votes, if I am not mistaken ; I mny be wrong in regard to the 
exact numb<'r. We advised him to lile a bill. However, I will state that ever since 
1819, when the State was lirst organized, the constitution of the State has provided 
that an election to the office of governor may be contested before the general assembly 
in such manner as may be provided for by law. Tlie h^gislature of Alabama has never 
made provision of law for any such contests, eitlier prior to tln^ war or subsequent to 
it. Tho existing constitution adopted in 16GS, put in operation in lc^(3^5 rather, was in 
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that respect the same as the constitution of 1819, with this addition, that this right of 
contest is made to extend to other State officers, secretary of state, treasurer, comp> 
troller attorney general, etc. Upon an examination of the facts, and ascertaining in a 
verv satisfactory manner what he could prove, the governor determined, under the 
advice of his counsel, to file a hill and ohtain an injunction staying the declaration of 
the result of the election as to governor until the legislature could provide by law 
the mode of contesting that election as secured to him under the constitution. He 
believed that, as he was the incumbent of the office, if he had received a majority of 
the kxnil votes cast, he was not bound to give up that office to a man who had not 
received a majority of the legal votes, and permit him to bo inaugurated, and then 
resort to some remedy by which to turn him out, such as a quo xvarranto, or anything of 
that sort. He made out a case in the estimation of his counsel and in the opinion of 
the jud«'-e to whom it was presented, duly certified to by affidavits, amply sufficient to 
authorize the injuuction which was praj'ed for; a temporary injunction until, as the 
constitution required, legislation could be provided, and which, under the constitution, 
it became the swor;i duty of the legislature to provide ; for it was as much their duty to 
carry out the constitution as it was the duty of any one else. 

By ^Ir. Van Trump : 
Question. Were you the counsel who advised that ? 

Answer, I was one of the counsel ; there were two others. Judge Rice, formerly chief 
justice of the State for many years, and Mr. Alexander White, both of whom are very 
prominent lawyers in our State. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Was such an injunction issued ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; the injunction was prayed for against the presiding officer of the 
senate, whose duty, in the language of our constitution, it is to open, count, and declare 
the vote for governor ; I think that is the language. The then presiding officer of the 
senate respected the injunclion, and declined to declare that vote. The incumbent of 
the office of lieutenant governor having died, the office of lieutenant governor was 
not contested, and the person elected being clearly entitled to have his seat, and if 
not properly elected it could only be inquired into by a quo warranto, the vote as to 
him was declared by the presiding officer of the senate, and he was sworn into office, I 
think. Thereui)on the lieutenant governor said he would pay no attention to the in- 
junction. 

Question. Under your constitution he became then the x^residing officer of the senate ? 
answer. Yes, sir; by virtue of being inaugurated lieutenant governor of the State, 
he became presiding officer of the senate ex-offieio. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Have you ever seen or heard of any x>recedents authorizing an injunction 
against the supreme legislative authority of any State government ? 

Answer. This was not against the supreme legislative authority, but against a presid- 
ing officer performing a mere ministerial duty, without any discretion being vested 
in him. We examined that question very carefully, and of course with reference to 
that particular phase of it. 

Question. Did you find any authority ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; we found a great many, and according to the authorities, if the 
functions were of a judicial character, or if there was to be in the iiremises any exer- 
cise of any discretion, then an injunction will not issue, for the authorities say the 
court will not undertake to control the discretion of an officer. But when the duties 
of an officer are clearly ministerial, as the counting of votes and declaring the result of 
an election, the authorities are numerous going to show that the court will interfere ; 
that where the right to office and the right to contest it are united in the same iimum- 
heut, and the legislature have not provid^ed the means whereby he can do so, the coiii t 
would grant a temporary injunction until that legislation was furnished. 

Question. I do not wish to make auy argument, merely to obtain the facts. 

Answer. I merely wish to state the ground on which we advised our client. The 
lieutenant governor having been inaugurated, sent to the office of the secretary of 
state for the returns of the votes, opened the .seals, and declared the result. From that 
lime Governor Lindsay claimed that ho was entitled to the office, and demanded it of 
Governor Smith. A public meeting was called by the friends of Governor Lindsay, 
and speeches were made in which the people were advised to disregard the injunction 
of the supreme court jud^e, and to disregard the whole proceeijing, but to do it with 
as little violence as possible. Tlie popular mind becam(i very much exercised, very 
'-nuch disturbed, A great many peoph^ came in from a dista'nco ; thev were seen to 
h.ave arms on their persons ; nearly every one was armed with a revolver, a belt around 
him, ^nd in a sheath suspended to the belt the revolver was carried, or it was carried in a 
pocket so as to bo plainly visible. I saw a great many persons wearing them in that 
way. We have a provision in our code in Alabama by which a man, who, as an officer. 
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claims that lias a right to certain books and papers, Diay tak(^ a suiiinuiry proceed- 
ing lor the pra-posc of obtaining the books and papers that belong to the olilice. Gov- 
ernor Lindsay, nnder a process issned at his instance and in his name, I believe hj'ouo 
James Q. Smith, who is an acting circnit court judge in onr State, required William H. 
Smith to deliver iip certain books and papers and furniture in the two rooms occupied 
by the executive of the State of Alabama, and also the two rooms in one of the ^\'ings 
of the capitoL 

By the CuAiiniAN: 
Question. The executive eliamber and its furniture ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, two rooms. The governor was re(iuired to appear in ])erson before 
this judge at the court-house in M(mtgomery County and nuike answer, within a very 
brief space of time, a few hours only. Judge Kice a])i)(^ared for him, but the presiding 
judge said he would not liear him, unless his client a[)peared. His client accordingly 
went down there. The court-house was densely packed. The trial i)roceeded, but no 
dicision was arrived at at tliat time. It was then late in the afternoon. The case came 
u}) again the next day, and the result ^vas that Governor vSmith, as he said in a card 
which he caused to lie published, for tlie sake of preserving the ])eace of the connnunity 
and avoiding serious troubles, abandoned the otfice of governor, withdrew from tho 
contt'st and i)(*rmitt«Ml Kobert Burns Lindsay to take ])ossession of the office, which he 
did immediately. The card of Governor Smith was published at tht^. time in the 
news])ai)ers. 

Question. What was there, so fj^r as you know yourself, to give rise to any apprehen- 
sion of violence ? 

An.-iH-cr. I was not in the court-room myself, and therefore cannot speak from per- 
sonal knowledge. But I understood from Governor Smith and from others that the 
^ourt-room, particularly in the rear of Governor Smith's seat, was densely packed by 
a ])ody of men who w(>re strangers in the community, and who had arms on their per- 
sons, as I have described, revolvers, who (piit^tly took tlreir seatsonc^ach day when the 
couit met. The Governor felt that if he persisted in asserting his right Ix^fore the 
courts to the ollice. there was great danger that there would be a X)()pular outbreak of 
some kind : the extent of which, and the character of the violence w hich might result 
he did not know. lUit he wished, at all events, to avoid violence and bloodshed ; that 
isth<.' reason why he actually gav<^ up the contest. 

Question. Did you yourself see persons in town armed as you have described ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; many persons. 

Question. Did the ])rocecding end there ? 

Answer. Yes sir, so far as 1 know; my functions in connection with it were at an end. 
Qurstion. lias there since been niade'^in the legislature of Alabama any provision to 
enable him to contest the election ? 
Answer. Xot that I am aware of. 

Question. Has there been any session of the legislature ^ince f 

Answer. The legislature was in session at that time, and remained in session for a long 
time afterward. The treasurer of the State was also a candidate for reelection at the 
last fall election ; he had also tiled a bill and obtained an injunction. When Governor 
Smith decided to abandon his case the treasured also abandoned his case, and hisop})0- 
neiit took possession of the otlice, notwithstanding there was a similar injunction 
against the counting of the vote for treasurer. 

Question. Then, with the allegation made, whether well founded or not, that an elec- 
tion has been carried by means of violenct' and fraud, you have no means provided of 
determining whether that allegation is true or untrue 

Answer. Xot in the case of the otlice of governor or any other ofticer elected by a 
general vote of the State ; no provision has yet bc^en made. These injunctions were 
obtained for a tem])orary purpose, in order to enable the provision to be made which 
the constitution required. 

Question. Was any motion made in the legislature to provide a mode for contesting 
the election in that case ? 

Answer. I am not able to say how that was. 

Question. What efiect has this had upon the sense of security enjoyed bv the peoplo 
of the State ? 

Answer. 1 think the democrats profess to feel very much more secure; I think the 
repubhcans feel decidedly less secure. If it had not been for the legislation of Con. 
gress to which I have referred, I think their insecurity would have been clearly man 
ifested before this time. 

Question. From your own knowledge of that case, derived from your examination of 
it as counsel for the governor, w ill you state here as a witness, without regard to your 
professi(mal ojjinion, w^hether it is your belief that good ground existed for making 
such a contest on his j)art ? 

Ansu-er. Yes, sir ; I believe there w\as good ground for it ; I believe the violence that 
was })racticed in the counties of Greene, Sumter, and Marengo was sufficient alone to 
change the result of the election in that State. 
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Qucation. The result as to governor ? 
-4 H^im*. As to governor and others. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Qiiesi'mu What was tho nominal majority for Lindsay as governor ? 

Avtnver. I think, as reported, it was about 1,329; I may be mistaken as to the exact 
number. In the county of Russell, on the eastern side of the State, there was a ma- 
jority of thirteen or fourteen hundred votes in favor of the republican ticket. That 
vote, hoNYcver, was thrown out entirely; that is to say, it was thrown out in this way : 
the sheriff and clerk were democrats ; and the judge of probate court was a rei)ub- 
lican ; those three oflScers constituted the certifying or supervising board, whose duty 
it was to certify the vote. The judge of probate certified the votes, or was willing to 
do so, but, as I understand, the other two officers declined to do so. 

By tho Chairman : 
Question. So that there was no return at all from that county? 

Answer. None, in making up the vote. The rejection of that vote, its being left out 
entirely, was one of the allegations in the bill, if I am not mistaken. Then in another 
county, at one poll, where several Ifundred republicans attended to vote, freedmen, the 
poll was not opened. 

Question: Without going into details, I will ask you to state if you believe, from your 
examination, that sufficient ground existed to entitle Governor Smith to claim that the 
subject should be investigated and a contest made? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I state hero as a witness, not merely as counsel, that I believe there 
was full ground for investigating that election, and that it should be done. 

Question. If the ground taken by you had been sustained, what effect would it have 
had upon tho majority in the legislature 1 • 

Answer. It would have changed that as a matter of couree. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Outside of any provision of your constitution, for I do not know what that is, 
is not the ordinary way of contesting an election of governor upon the question of 
counting out before the legislative body of the State ? 

Answer. Wo have no mode of contesting an election to the office of governor at all. 

Question. Do you mean in Alabama, or in other States ? 

Answer. In Alabama. The provision of our State is that an election to the office of 
governor shall be or may be, I do not recollect which word is used, contested 
before the general assembly in the manner provided by law. 

Question. That is in your constitution ? 

Answa\ Yes, sir, andlias been since 1819. The only difference in that respect, between 
the existing constitution and the first one, is that tho right to contest is extended to 
the secretary of state, treasurer, comptroller, &c., because they are now elected by a 
general ticket system, whereas heretofore they were always elected by the legislature. 

Question. Now, having made that statement, and that is in accordance with my 
recollection, I would ask, as a matter of curiosity merely, where you find authority, 
under such a constitutional provision as that, to goto the courts for an injunction to 
set aside the proceedings of a legislative examination and declaration of the vote for 
governor ? 

Anmcer. Where did we fmd the authority ? 
Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer. I speak now from memory ; if I had my brief I could give my authorities to 
you in detail. Ouo case will be found in Barr's Pennsylvania Re^^orts, on the power 
of the courts to protect every citizen in his rights, whether he be a natural or an arti- 
ficial one. 

♦ By the Chairman : 
Question. Do you remember the name of that case ? 

Answer. I cannot recollect the name of that case, but it was in 47 Barr's Reports. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Did it apply to this case ? 

Answer. I think it did in principle ; I will state tho facts of tho case. 
Question. I do not wish to consume the time of the committee by a detailed state- 
ment of the case. 

Answer. We found cases of this sort, authorities in various States of the Union; if 
you will permit me to state the references as I recollect from memory, they will be 
found in some work on constitutional limitations; I cannot recollect now tho name of 
the author, but the work is in the library of the Supremo Court here. The authorities 
on tho subject are pretty wi-U collated in that work. 

Question. Did you find any case where the Supreme Court undertook to stay the 
jictiou of the supreme legislative power of the Government f 
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Answer. If you mean by tliat whether we found a case in which the courts claimed 
the right to stay the action of a party cLairaing the office until the party in possession 
can liave the benelit of legislation, such as the law contemplates, to enable him to 
contest it, the nearest we came to it is a ease in which a corporation was recpTired to 
do certain things; and the supreme court of one of tlie Northwestern ^States held that 
the court had tliat power. 

Question, I have no doubt they have in regard to corporate bodies or local authorities ; 
but I would like to see the authority, the constitution providing a mode of eoutestiug 
a governor's election by the su}n'eme legislative authority, where you hud the pou i^r 
gi\'en to a court to interfere by an injunction, so far as the supreme sovereign legishi- 
tive authority of ^he iState is concerned. 

Ansu-er, The lauguage of our constitutiou is to the effect that it is made the duty of 
the presiding ofticer of the senate to open, count, and declare the votes for the election 
of governor in the i)resence of a nuijority of the members of the two houses of tbe legis- 
lature; that is the very hmguage used; the legislature, as a legislature, has nothing 
in the world to do ^\'ith it. 

By the CirAiK>rAX : 

Question. Taking into consideration the tone of public sentiment as prevailing in the 
State of Alabama, or in ])ortions of that State, I will ask you if persons are free to go 
into those portions of the State and express their political opinions and advocate them 
freely, or is there proscrix:)tiou ? 

Ansiccr. They are free to do so if they are willing to risk the consequences. 

Question. What I mean is, may they do it with personal security? 

Answer. I thuik not. 

Question. To what portions of the State would you apply that remark? 

Answer. I could not undertake to designate any particular locality in the State of 
Alabama in which a man would l)e safe to get up and give notice that he wished to 
advocate re])ublican priuciples, and where he w(mld be safe from insult and perhajjs 
violence. If it was known that a distinguished man from abroad was about to visit 
the State for the i)urpose of speaking in behalf of the re])ublican eausi^, it is i)robal>le 
that he would be unmolested now. I do not know certainly that any man would be 
molested, but I do not think a nuiu could announce a sp(HH*h at ^Iobil(\ ^lontgomery, 
Tuseidoosa, or even in my own town, in behalf of rei>ubliean iirinciplcs, without its 
l)roducing very great exeitement. I think there is very little freedom of discussion. 

Question. Can a man, either a native of the State, a long resident, or one who has 
removed from the Xorth and settled there, publicly advocate the right of the negro to 
sutfrage and to protection in his civil rights, and still jti-eserve in tlui State his soci;il 
and i)olitical status ! 

Answer. His doing that w(mld atiect him to some extent, but how far I cannot say. 
There are a great many nu'U who would feel, such is their detestation of negro 
sufLrage, es})ecially of negro suffrage and the right of the negro tt) sit in the Jury-box, 
and to hold otlices, and even seats on the judges' bench, that they cannot have any 
toleration for a man who entertains those views, whether he advocated tliem in tlie 
beginning or not ; if he acquiesces in them nov/, and ]u-o}»os(.'s to advocate acquiescence 
in them as a r(^publiean, in my judgment he is bound to feel the eifect of that upon 
himself, more or less, in his i>ersonal and social relations. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. IIow about his business relations ? 

Answer. To some extent it would have its elfect u]>on them also, just in proportion 
to men's necessities. Sometimes it is nu)re marked than at others. 1 have heaid 
several gentlemen in my State say that it has alfected them very seriously. 

By Mr. Blair; 

Question. Does this arise from a conviction that the institutions of the country are 
unsafe in the hands of an ignorant class of i)eople, easily h>d by a few demagogues ! 
Answer. I think that has a great deal to do with it. 

Question. The i)eople there see that this class of persons who have been enfranchised 
by act of Congress, atiirnied by an amendment to the Constitution, are really unlitted 
by their condition of life, their want of iufornnition and knowledge, to exercise those 
franchises ? 

Answer. They think all that. 

Question. Do they not have good rea.son to think so ? 

Answer. 1 think so ; I thought it was unwise to make the negroes voters, particuhuly 
in nuiss. My own conviction was that in a ])opular goveriuneut where two races exist 
Avho are so diherent, from any cause, that they cannot mingle in mai riage and become 
one, the exercise of ])olitical power must be confuied to one or the other of those races, 
if we wi.sh to have peace an<l si^curity: that when political jKiwer is ])laced in tlui 
hands of races who cannot in that way become one, all history shows that the dividing 
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line is very apt to continue in sucli a marked way as to render it difficult to preserve 
the peace/and have anything like a systematic policy of government. 

By Mr. Van Tkump : 

Question, Now if you add to that clear, philosoi^hic, political statement the fact, if it 
is a fact, tliat the right of suffrage has been forced upon the people, would not that 
tend still more to aggravation ; forced upon them by some superior power like the 
Federal Government ? 

Ansiver, If, for instance, the i>eoi^le of Alabama had themselves conferred suffrage on 
the negro they would have had no right to complain, except of their folly in doing 
so, if they found it did not work well. The fact that negro suffrage was made, by 
the Government of the United IStatcs, a condition of political reconstruction, has cer- 
tainly not tended to reconcile the people to that state of things. 

Question. Would you not be better satisfied with the converse of the proposition : that 
it has really provoked and irritated the i)eoi)le ? 

Ansicer, My own judgment is that it has. But the thing has been done, and the 
question is now, how shall we get along with it? IIow it may be in other States I will 
not undertake to say. But with reference to our own State, so far as I understand it, 
we think that as it is settled that the negro is to be a voter, and is free, and free cer- 
tainly by our own act, for in Alabama we indorsed his freedom in the convention of 
18G.^,\vliicli was a white man's convention, entirely based U])on white man's suffrage, 
no negro voting in the election, nor was he invited to vote 

Question. We are not hero to enter into an argument as to what would be the better 
poUcy, but to find out the cause for the existing state of things in the country. 

Ausicer. The negro was made a voter in Alabama against the consent and views of 
what is best of the great body of the white people of the State. Now that he is made 
a voter, the republican party wish to educate the negro as well as the white child, and 
fit him for the duties of his new position. As I understand it, the democratic party is 
bitterly opposed, not only to the negro's voting, but to his education. There are some 
reasons why they might oppose education on such a liberal basis of expenditure grow- 
ing out of our poverty, which reasons are peculiar to our present condition. But the . 
great difference between the two i)arties, as I understand it, is this: The one jn'oposes 
to educate the negro and make the best of his capacity, whatever it may be; the other 
is not in favor of doing so. 

By Mr. Bl.vir : 

Question. In addition to the facts you have stated in reference to the hostility of the 
white race as a general thing, in your State, to negro suffrage, is it not true that these 
negroes have been banded together in leagues by men, as a general thing, of very little 
character, for the purpose of obtaining office for themselves ? Is that not another rea- 
son for the hostility felt by the white people at large against negro suffrage as it is ? 

Answer. So far as I know personally, the negroes have not been so organized. I have 
understood that there were Union leagues, and that colored men were members of 
them ; but I only know it from hearsay. I am not a member of one, and never have , 
been. 

Question. You know it upon evidence that is quite as good as that upon which you 
stated the existence of the Ku-Klux organization ? 

Answer. No, sir ; because that was the sworn testimony of a witness, who, as I have 
since learned, was very fully corroborated by other witnesses in what he said ; other 
witnesses who were then being examined before the judges of the supreme court of ' 
North Carolina, which court was then investigating the murder of a man by this or- * 
ganization. At the time this witness. Force, gave his testimony, I did not know how ^ 
much weight and credence to give it ; but I haveisince become satisfied 'that he told 
the truth in respect to that organization. 

Qmstion. Do you believe, from what you have heard and what you yourself have 
observed, that there is such an organization as the loyal league among the negroes ? 

Answer. From what I have heard I do. 

Question. You do believe it ? ^ 

Ansiver. I believe it, simply because I have heard it so stated; that is, the Union 
league, not the loyal league. The Union league is the one I refer to ; I never heard 
particularly about a loyal league. I have understood there was a Union league. 

Question. Do the negroes, as a general thing, act together compactly upon political 
matters, as men wouhl who had been organized for the purpose? 

J Hwcr. Well, when they are not intimidated, so far as I know, they generally vote 
the republican ticket, notwithstanding we have been in the habit of telling them— 
when I say we" I mean the white people of the State— that they ought to consider 
their old masters their best friends. According to my observation, the negroes will 
trust their old masters, with regard to any matters of business, just as implicitly as 
one man can trust another; but when they come to politics they generally seem not to 
Iiave much faith in us ; they think we did not set them free or give them tho right to 
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Note, but did all we could to prevent tliem from being free and liaving the right to 
vote. I certahily opposed their having the rigrlit to vote, not for the purpose of crush- 
ing them, but to prevent them from crushing us. They do not think we are sincere, 
antl we liave never been able to convince theui that we are sincere in our professions 
of friendship for them in regard to political matters ; they liave the idea that they are 
free, and voters, in spite of all we could do to preveut it. Naturally, if left alone, tlu^y 
will vote with the republicans. If th<'y are told, ''You shall not have this land unless 
you vote the way I want you to vote," or, ^'If you do vote that way tho Ku-Klux will 
get after you," it will intluenee some of them. Some of them, too, are inlluenced by 
the kindness of their former masters and present friends: for I do not pretend to say, 
and I do not say, that there an^ not as many evidences of kindness on the part of the 
former master toward the man now free, who was his former slave, as you could 
reasonably expect, when you take into consideration his im])overished condition and 
theirs also. I think we liave had bad white men ; I do not knovr any comnmnity in 
which there are not bad white men ; and bad white men in both political ])arties. lJut 
I am glad to believe that there are good men in both ijolltical parti(\s. 1 think tho 
general reason why the negro chooses to vote the repuldican ticket is l)(>canst' he knows 
that the rei)ublican party set him free, gave him the right to vote, and wishes to (^du- 
catii his chihlren in order to lit theui for the duties of their new condition. tJoneral 
Grant, in his proclamation declaring tlie adojition of the tifteenth amendment, quoted 
from Washington's FareW(dl Address on the imx)ortance of educating th(^ ehildren of tho 
land. 

liy :Mr. Yax Tkump : 

Question, Do you suppose that General Washington had in vi(Mvparticul:y'iy the black 
children when lie wrote that part of his address, or that Hamilton had wlie!i he v/rote 
it for him ^ 

Answer. I do not know ; but if it is necessary to educate white children, with all the 
advantages they liave of family descent and surroun<lings, it certainly is neeessary to 
educate the negro child, if you wish him to be a good and industrious citizen. 

By Mr. Tool : 

Quesiion. You suppose that Washington had reference to all voters? 
Answer. I think so. 

liy ilr. Blaik : 

Question. You made the remark in your testimony that if this d<H ision in rt^fcrence to 
the governor's election had been olitained, and was such as you contended for, it would 
have changed the majority in the legislature ? 

^inswer. It is ]>roper that I should ex[)Iain what I meant in this way; as th<' returns 
show, it was a little doubtful which party had the majority in the h^^islattire. The senate 
was largely r^^publicun ; there were no senators chM'tcnl at that election ; tin' onlynuMn- 
bers of the legislature then elected were members of the hons(\ It was exceedingly doubt- 
ful which jiarty had the majority. The democrats, however, when they got the, organ- 
ization, proceeded at once to contest out two republicans from Talhnlcga, and a dem- 
ocratic member was permitted to take his seat from Ivandolph, I think it was; at any 
rate they got the majority. But if the returns had come in from all the counties, I 
think that instead of democratic members from S(^\ eral counties there would have been 
republican members returned ; provided all the legal voters in the county who wanted 
to vote, and who attendful with a view to vot<\ had been permitted to vote, and their 
votes luid been certified according to law. 

Question. Does not yourconstitution provide that each house shall be the judge of the 
election, retirrns, and qualification of its own members ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. If Governor Smith had been declared by the legislature entitled to the office 
of governor had there been a law in reference to it, by throwing out cmtain votes and 
counting other votes, how could thnt possibly have afi'eeted the result in reference to the 
election of members of the legislature, except, perhaps, by ])rodueing evidence which 
would have been acted upon by the legislature itself, each branch of it for itself ? 

Answer. My nnderstaniling is this, tliat the alh\gations of the bill being ])roven, it 
would have shown a state of the polls which would have entitled several rei)ublicans 
to seats in that body, who did not get seats there, but in whose places democrats did 
obtain seats. Whether they would have obtained them or not is another thing. That 
is the idea which the facts of that bill present very fully. 

Question. You say that there were no elections of senators in that election. What was 
the reason for that ? Does not your constitution provide that senators slmll be classi- 
fied and a certain number go out every year? And was that constitutional provision 
observed in the senate ? 

Answer. The senate say they did observe the constitution. 

Question. You say there were no elections for senators? 
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.Umctr, Tlic senate is the judge of the election, returns, and qualifications of its own 

members. . , t x- i t/> 

Question, In the same sense, the housowas the judge of the election and qualification 

of its o\v*n members? 

.'inswcr. Yes, sir. x-. x xi 

Questioih And yet you undertake here, as a witness, to say that there were several 
republicans who ought to have been seated in the house, and who were not allowed 
to take their seats? . , , - , 

Answer. 1 say that if the allegations of that bill had been proven, that evidence 
would have shown that several republican members were entitled to seats who did 
not obtain them, and in whose place democrats did obtain seats. 

Question, Notwithstanding the fact that the house, which was the judge of the elec- 
tion, returns, and qualification of its own members, determined otherwise? 

Ansiccr, Yes, sir; that is my judgment. 

Question, Now, what was the provision of your constitution in reference to the elec- 
tion of senators? 

Ansiccr. 1 cannot give the exact language; but my recollection is that the senators 
were to be classified after the apportionment ; that then a certain number were to go 
out every two years, I think ; I am not now very clear as to the time they were to go 
out; but the classification was to take place under the next apportionment. Those 
who held that the senate ought to have made this classification so as to have brought 
on an election for a certain portion of the senators at the last election 

Question, One-half of them? 

Answer. One-half of them, I believe. Those who held that, say that the apportion- 
ment referred to in the provision of the constitution was the apportionment which was 
then made ; those who took the other view, as I understand it, held that the appor- 
tionment referred to was an apportionment to be made under the census, which was to bo 
taken in the State, as provided for by the State constitution, and which is to bo taken, 
I think, every ten years. 

Question. Did not the constitution of the State provide that the term of a senator 
should be four years ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I think so. 

Question, If the apportionment and the classification do not take place until the time 
contended for by those who refuse to make the classification, will there not be certain 
senators who will hold their seats for six years ? 

Answer, I think so. 

Question. Is not that a palpable violation of the constitution, one which will enable 
one-half of these senators to hold their seats for six instead of four years? 

Answer, Ordinarily it would be, but the constitution of Alabama did not go into 
operation immediately, on^the election by the people of Alabama, even if the people of 
Alabama had voted in favor of it by a majority. 

Question. Which they did not do ? 

Answe7'. They did not do that. In any event that constitution was to be submitted 
to Congress, and the vote in regard to it also was to be submitted to Congress. An4 
when Congress decided, and not until Congress did decide, was that constitution to go 
into operation. Congress did not make that decision until some time in May, I think, 
some time prior to the 20th of July, 1868. The military authorities under whose auspices 
and authority, or rather protection and supervision, the election under that constitution 
was held, reported a vote of some thousands less than a majority of the registered 
voters in the State. The act of Congress provided tliat a majority of the registered 
voters of the State should vote at that election ; the military authorities reported tha*fc 
a majority of registered voters had not voted at that election. During all this tim^i, 
the constitution and the ofliccrs elected under it were in abeyance, or at least not in 
active operation. There is an ordinance of the convention of Alabama which framed 
this constitution which went on to provide how the officers should hold their offices, 
and at what time the terms sho'ild begin to run. That ordinance w\as of equal dignity 
with the constitution itself, so far as the authority from which it emanated was con- 
cerned. If I recollect it correctly, that ordinance provides that the terms of office of 
most of the officers therein named should commence to run from the next gener^tl 
election. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question, The next general election provided in the constitution ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; the provision in respect to senators, it is contended, does not fall 
within that classification, because in that ordinance certain officers are named ; and 
in the inclusion of some and the exclusion of others that rule is held to apply. 

Question, You spoke of the uncertainty about the majority in the legislature ; and 
you said that the majority in the house depended upon certain districts. Did you not 
intend to be understood as meaning that it required the addition of those members 
to give a majority of the legislature on joint ballot; that is to say, to enable the ma- 
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jority ^Ybich the democrats had in the house to overcome the enth-e body of the senate, 
-wliidi I miderstand is reinibUcan ? 

Jihswtr. The. senate is not entirely repnblican, there are some few democrats. 

Qui'siion. Was that not the nnderstanding which yon intended to convey f 

AnsirtT. I meant to say simply what I have said ; that if the alleojations of Governor 
Smith's bill were proven, as we had reason to believe we eonld ])rove them, it v»'onld 
sh«)w sneh a vote in several connties in various portions of the tState as would (entitle 
re])nblicans instead of democrats to seats in the legislature. 

QucHiou. A certain number of themf 

Jui^irc}'. I cannot saj- the number, but several of them. 

(Juesfion. The fact is that the democrat nnijority in the lower house was lar^-e enough 
to overcome th(^ republican majority in the se>nate on joint ballof, that the- entire ,s(^nate 
held over and there was no election for the senate. 

Jusircr. It is the fact that the entire senate hekl over, and there was no election for 
senators. 

By Uv. Van Trump : 
Qucsiion. Did the i^rayer of the bill require a I'corganization of the legislature? 
A7isice)\ No, sir. 

Qucsiioi}. You spoke of that as evidence. 

^iiiKwer, Showing that in regard to th<> election of governor, would necessarily show 
if violence and intimidation were excn-cised to such an extent as the l)ill charged, and 
men W(>re deterred from voting for him as governor ; showing that vrould nec(\ssarily 
show that a number of thousands of votes were lost to the State for the repnl)licau 
party. Whether that could have been proven is, of course, a ([uestion. 

Qu(>t<iw}}. Was there any contest in the house of representatives as to those members 
who have Ihh'u affected by these votes ? 

An8im\ No, sir; there was no chance for it, and two members from Talladega who 
.wen^ in could not retiun their seats. 

By Mr. Blair: 

Qu(}<fion. In giving an account of this contest for governor, I thiuk you omitted to 
mentiou, what I have seen stati'd as a fact, that (iovcrnor Suiith attem])ti'd t!> maintain 
himself in otiice by the use of trooi)s, and that he occupied the ca[)itol building with 
'trooi)s. Is that tlu' fact ! 

Auf^nrv. What I know about it is this: Governor Snutli received a notie(> from (iov- 
ernor Lindsay, through Colonel .1. J. .Jolly, it* I am correctly inlbrmed. calling on hiui 
for the ofric (^ and claiming it as his right. Governor Smith, as he said, saw a gatliering 
tlieiv' toward night, the object of which he could only suruiise. lie and his ])ri\ ate 
secretary, aud one or two others, i)crha])s, were then* alone, lie called on the slieriti 
of Montgomery Comity to take such ste])s as uiight be lu^cessaiy to jjrevcnt any dis- 
tubance there. ^ I think his bill, to which I have referred, had already )>een li]<Hl." The 
sherift' of Montgomery calied on the military who were there to aid him as n ])()sse in 
that behalf; and such soldiers as were there were there in obedience to that call by 
the sherilf. and for the purpose of preserving peace and preventing anv violence of any 
kind. 

Qufstioii. Did they occupy the capitol building? 

.l??v?rc?'. They were in the basement of the capitol, or in that portion of it where the 
executive otiice is. 

]3y Mr. Van TrumrI 
Qut-'^iiou. Were they Federal or State tooops ? 

-l».s?rcj'. They were Federal troops, not State troo^is. Governor Smith has persistently 
refused to organize State trooiis. 

By Mr. IjlaiPv: 

Quc^iiou, Was there not an order from Washington for those troops to withdraw from 
the building ? 

Answer. 1 do not know ; I heard that there was such an order. 
Qucsiiou. The troojis retired f 

A)iHim; Th(\v retired ; they were there as a posse. At all events, there never has 
been any revocation of the general order, so far as I have heard, Avhich authorizes the 
sheriff of the county to call upon a military othcer for the aid of hi.*; troops as a posse. 
At the same time that I heard this ordtM- had bee'n sent to the troops to remove from 
the capitol, I heard that it had been sent under the impression that the military com- 
mander had acted without any re(piest or authority from the sheriff; Init I do not 
kuov>' that from any knowledg<^ of my own. 

By Mr. Pool: 

Quci^tlou, You say there were strangers in the court-room when Governor Smith was 
requiied to go there? 
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Atmvcr, I did not go in the eoiirt-house at all, but I was so informed. 

Oitcstion, Si)eaking about the majority iu the lower house, if the allegations in tho 
bill had been proven, would it not havo shown enough republicans entitled to seats in 
the lower house to have given a republican majority ? 

Answer. That was the opinion I had upon the evidence; I may have been mistaken 
about it. 

Question, You say you think the allegations of the bill could havo been proven? 

Answer. If they had been proven and the men permitted to take their seats 

Question. It would havo given a majority in the lower house? 

Answer. Such a vote in the lower house as to have secured a majority on joint ballot. 
. Question. Not a majority in the lower house ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you heard of any Union Leagues in Alabama lately ? 
Answer. I dont think I have heard anything about the league even as late as 1868 ; 
it was along the last of 1807 or the first of 18(33. 
Que4ition. You have not heard of any Union Leagues since 1868? 

Answa\ Not in operation ; I have heard them spoken of as things that had been. There 
may be Union Leagues there now, but I do not know anything upon the subject, i>?-o 
or eon, from my own knowledge. 

Question. Jud^e Van Trump asked you if the fact that negro suffrage, the right of 
negroes to sit in the jury box, and other privileges which they enjoy, having been 
forced upon the people of Alabama by the Federal Government, was not a source of 
irritation, and one of the causes of this resistance, and you said you thought it was ? 

Answer. I think it was one of the causes. 

Question. You said that those rights had been conferred without the consent of the 
white i)opulatio!i of Alabama. 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is this Ku-Klux organization, in your judgment, intended to resist by 
intimidation the free exercise of those rights on the part of the colored i)eople ? 

Answer. That is the conclusion I have formed, from what I havo seen and heard. 
The testimony of the witness Force was direct that it was intended to control the vot- 
ing of the negroes. 

Question. To prevent the free exercise on their part of the rights which tho Federal 
Government had conferred upon them ? 
Answer. That was the idea his testimony stated with distinctness. 
Question. You stated that was your opinion ? 

Answa'. What I have seen has tended to confirm me iu the conviction that he told 
tho truth about it. 

Question. That is, that this organization of Ku-Klux was for the purpose of resisting 
the legitimate consequences of the conferring of those rights on the colored people ? 

Answer. I do not know that I could answer on that point. The idea was that they 
ivanted to control by this means tho negro vote, and also to control his labor. 

Question. To control his labor ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; nftid I intended to state so before, if I did not. 
QMesfion. Without wages ? 

Answer. They meant that he should work only for such persons and upon such terms 
as they sanctioned. 

Question. You then look upon it as simply a resistance to the free enjoyment of equal 
rights on the part of the colored people ? 

Answer. I can come to no other conclusion than that, upon the evidence which he 
gave and upon evidence I have obtained iu various other ways. ' 

Question. Is it not a fact that the majority of those who voted upon tho adoption oi» 
rejection of the canstitution of Alabama voted for its adoption ? 

Answer, The act of Congress provided that at least a majority of the registered voters 
of the State must ai)pear to have voted in the election. In Alabama the entire A'otc in 
the election did not make a majority by several thousands of the registered voters of 
the State. The great body of the white people, I cannot state tho exact number, but 
the great body of the white people, nine-tenths of them certainly, I reckon, wero 
utterly opposed to making the negro a voter in his then condition. * 

Question. Have you ever known any one convicted of any of these outrages which 
are attributed to, or done by men in disguise ? 

An8wa\ No, sir. 

Question. Have tliere been any indictments by tho grand juries? 

Answer. There was a prosecution, at the last simng term, in the county in which I 
live; but the parties were acquitted, notwithstanding the direct testimony of the man 
and his wife. I was not concerned in the trial, but I was informed that the testimony 
of the colored man and his wife was positive as to the identity of at least one of tho 
parties. 

Question. Upon what testimony did they get clear? 
Answer, Upon testimony that was satisfactory to tho jury. 
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Question, Did it go to prove an alibi? 

Atiswer. Yes, sir; the alibi is the great resort in cases of violence, and insanity in 
cases of mnrd(^r, I believe, as a general rule. That was the defense in the trials in Cal- 
houn County, an alibi. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. AVerc the juries mixed juries? 

Answer. I do not remember ^Yhether the jury Vv^as a mixed jury that tried those 
alleged Ku-Klux who were tried last spring in our court ;^ but we have had mixed juries 
there. 

Question. Is it not the rule that persons of color are equally entitled to sit on the 
jiuy with whites? 

Ansu'er. Yes, sir; they have to sit there, though incompetent. ^Vlany times the poor 
creatures feel they are utterly untit for the duti(»s of the place, and, as I am told, they 
say to the white jurors : '^You fix u]) this verdict, and we will agree to it.'' That is 
not because they are corrupt, but because they do not feel capable of doing anything 
in the premises. 

Question. It is'not their fault then ? 

Ansuxr. Ko, sir; politics has been forced into the question, but we never would have 
had it forced on us if we had done right in ISG."). We had, in l^i]^), a white man's gov- 
ernment in Alabama, as there was in every other Southern State, but we lost it because 
certain men in the South were dissatislied. 

Question. Was it not rather because certain men in the North insisted that negroes 
should be allowed to vote because they would vote the republican ticket? 

Answer. I do not know about that ; but I felt very well persuad<'d that the true pol- 
icy for us was to have at once taken the negro right under the protection of the laws, 
as we do our wives and children. When Ihey became free they had no u)aster to take 
np their defense, and if the law did not protect them there was no protection foi" them. 
We did not do that, how(!ver, but undertook to mak(Miegro cod<'s, and while admitting 
that they were free, practically undertook to so reconstruct them as to make their 
freedom ii curse rather than a l>lessing. That is the great Idundcr we made. 

Que^>fion. Is it not more of a curse now, where the power of tiie State is put in their 
hands ? 

Answer. It is a great (^vil; but when the thing is done and made a part of the law of 
the land, it seems to me that it is the part of wisdom to educate their children so as 
. to iit them for the new sphei<' of life to whirh they are called. In old times the moral 
persuasion of the negro was the whip. AVe siiid. If you do this, 1 will v. h'p you ;■' or, 
*• If you do not do that you will be punisln'd.'' Tht' law as it then stood <li(l not \u't- 
mit the cultivation of tlie moral sens(i of the negro child, and tlie grown-up negro 
man was only educated morally as he oI)tained it by contact with the su])erior l ace 
with which he mingled. The negro child did not receive the training which we give 
our own children, and which we lind it necessary to giv(^ our own children, and with- 
out which they would fall into vice and crime, and even witli which it is not always 
certain that they will not do so. But the certainty is far greater when they do not 
have that training The negro was controlled ]>y means of the whip and the lash in 
slavery times. When slavery was abolished the negro was not thereby transformed 
into an angel of light. That negro who was a good servant whih' in slavery, as a gen- 
eral rule, was a g(K)d man when he became a freed m an ; and th<3 negro who was idle 
and vici(ms before, still remained so. You must make allowances for them now. I was 
born and raised in New York, but I went to live in AIa])ania immediately on coming of 
age, and have lived there all my life since. 1 think 1 know something of the southern 
])eople ; th(\v are a warm, generous-hearte^l. and ini])nlsive ])eopl(i ; but tli(\v were ac- 
customed to having tht'irown way, and to be obeyed when they gave an order. This 
sudden tiansition of the negro race from slavery to freedom, without the consent of 
the white population there, and Avithout preparation on the part of the negro race, 
gave a great shock to the people, as you may well understand. The consequence was 
that men naturally fell back into tlieir old way of dealing Avith the negro Avith the 
lash. It was not safe to do it openly, but this secret organization furnished a Avay to 
do so. It was not organized in the lirst instance for this purx)Ose, as I learn, Init for a 
very ditlerent purpose ; I do imt knoAV Avhat it was ; but it came to be understood that 
in this Avay negroes might bennide to toe the mark again, to do the bidding of the em- 
])ioyer, to C'ome up to time, a little more promptly, and do more Avork than they would 
otherwise do. It also soon became apparent that in this way the negroes could be de- 
terred from voting, as they naturally would be. As I said aAvhile ago, the negroes Avill 
trust their old employers about any matters of business just as implicitly as one man 
can trust another, but they Avill not trust them in politics. They haA^e no faith in our 
speeches unless they see tiiat Ave act Avith the republican party. 

Question. HaA^e theynoAv full faith in those fellows who promised them forty acres of 
land and a nmle each in order to get their votes? 

Answer. I do not think they have. Although I have heard a great deal said about 
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that I have never distinctly kuown it to be proved that any such promise has ever 
been made to them. Still, I have heard so much said about it that I have always 
thou<^ht there ^Ya8 some foundation for the statement. But, after all, the great under- 
Iviii^sentiuient in our Southern States, so far as I comprehend it, grows out of the dif- 
ference of opinion iu regard to the constitutional powers of the Federal Government. 
Men have been educated, and have grown up in the belief, which they entertain as 
honestly as men can entertain any sentiment, that the States had a right to secede, 
and that in the last resort they were the sole judges as to when and how to exercise 
tnat right. They honestly beljeved that, and it is not worth while for us to shut our 
eyes to'' that conviction. In the next place, they believed that before the war tho 
Union operated prejudicially upon tho interests of tho South; that if the South was 
out of tho Union, she, by means of her staple productions, especially cotton, eould form 
relations with other governments much more advantageous than her relations with 
the Federal Government, and that it was better for them to go out of tho Union. That 
was their creed, and they honestly believed it ; and in the effort to put it in practice 
they periled everything men hold' dear— life, fortune, the institution of slavery itself, 
and all else were put upon the issue. There was another large class of our people who 
entertained different views. They did not believe in the right of a State to secede ; 
they had still less faith iu it bein<; wise and politic to attempt it. They believed that 
so long as the Union could bo maintained it would save us from great standing armies 
and navies, and from the taxes which inevitably follow^ in the train of such establish- 
ments ; that it would save us from the conflicts which for the last hundred years have 
deluged Europe with blood, and of which wo now see a terrible example. The area of 
tho United States is not larger than that of Europe. Yet prior to tho war we had only 
thirteen thousand men as a standing army, while in Europe, in consequence of their 
many separate nationalities, there were standing armies of from five to seven millions 
of men. While we preserved the Union we were relieved from these establishments 
and from taxes to sui)port those establishments. Under the Union wo had a uniform 
standard of weights and measures ; our commercial intercourse was free and unre- 
stricted; we had a uniformity of post-roads and a uniform currency. In the opinion 
of this class of our people, in the language of Washington in his farewell address, the 
Union was tho palladium of liberty. But in the opinion of men educated in the other 
school, the Union, even before the war, and of course it is much more objectionable 
now, was the means of sapping our very life-blood, drawing our resources from us, and 
giving nothing in return. These men entertained their opinions with honesty ; and 
so far as that is concerned matters stand now as they stood then. With individual 
exceptions here and there, men who then believed that the States had a right to 
secede believe it still ; men who were not in favor of the Union then only regret now 
that they did not make their movement a success ; the advantages of the Union do 
not, in their opinion, afford any sort of compensation for tho losses entailed upon us. 
The state of things now is to them beyond expression horrible and distasteful. In my 
judgment these men are not enraged "^against this Government because they are dis- 
franchised, but because they have not be'en permitted, sineo the Avar at least, to man- 
age their own affairs. They feel, therefore, that they have a continual ground of 
grievance against the Government. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Do they not feel the immeifse pressure of this fact, the parallel to w^hich I 
believe does not exist iu all history, that those who were formerly their slaves are now 
really placed over them as their superiors ? 

Answer, Of course they feel it. 

By the Ciiairmax : » 

Question. Taking this view of it which you have given us, are not these acts of out- 
rage and cruelty upon tho negro race and upon those who support their rights, simply 
war upon the part of people who hold one set of opinions against those who uphold 
another set ? 

Anaicer. There are acts of violence. 

Question. War carried on with arms? 

Answer* If the circumstances aro such as to make it amount to war, tho committee 
can judge. There is an organization, but it does not come in the daytime with music 
and banners, but in the night-time, in silence and in disguise, as I am told by those 
who have seen them^ and as was shown by the proof in the trial. Thev have often 
been seen m that section of conntry. It is a spectacle calculated to make men's blood 
run cold when they see what they do. It is an organization of the most dangerous 
character in any country, and especially in a country where tho causes of dissatisfac- 
tion, w-hethcr real or imaginary, are as numerous as the people of the South think they 
are. n the Government permits that organization to go on, it is in effect surrendering 
t le peace and good order of the community, and everything which men hold dear, into 
the hands ot a lawless, irresponsible, and violent set of men. 
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Quesiion. If tlies<; sentiments of \Yhicli you have spoheii are at the bottom of these 
proeeediugs, is it possible to coutrol the community in which these things occur by the 
force of civil jDroceediugs in the courts ? 

Answer. I hope it is: 1 hope and trust we shall have a sober second thought in regard 
to what course to take, and not have to fall under military discipline before we come 
to our senses. What I have said in regard to the division of sentiment among the peo- 
ple is for the purpose of showing, so far as my opinion and the rc^asons for it nniy be of 
any value, lirst, in what way and to what quarter the Government nuist look for a 
movement in behalf of law and order; and then, in the next place, that the Oovern- 
ment may know how to judge of the real sentiment of these peo})le. I'hey ought not 
to be regarded in the light of great criminals — that is, men who have a nuilicicnis pur- 
pose toward everybody. I'hey are men who feel, and no doubt honestly feel, that their 
rights liav<^ been trami>led underfoot, as they regard it. They may claim rights they 
are not entitled to as a free iieople ; but notwithstanding that, they feel just as nmch 
outraged as if those rights were ever so clearly theirs. The facts are there; they are 
dissatisfied. 

Qucslioih In the returns for ISGS it is stated that the vote cast for the adoi)tion of tho 
constitution was 80,318; the vote for the Grant electoral ticket was 7G,:>6(), and for the 
Seymour eleetiual tieket, 7:2,0S6. I fmd no vote stated as having been cast against tho 
adoption of the constitution; but linding about 4,000 more votes cast i'ov the consti- 
tution than is cast for the Grant electoral ticket, 1 wish to ask you what vote among 
these returns would fairly represent that part of the vote of th^^ State which declined 
to express itself ui)on the question of the adoi)tion or rejection of the constitution? 

Anaiccr. The vote of the entire body of the white people^ of the Stat(% if it had been 
registered, would have amounted to "something between 90,000 and 100,000 ; but the 
great mass of the white i)eople of the State refused to vote at all u])()n the question of 
the adoi){ion or rejection of the constitution, myself among the number. And in regard 
to the election for President, they became satisfied before the election was over that 
General ( Jrant would be elected, an<l a great many did not go to the polls and vote who 
would have gone otherwise, probably. 

QiUHlion, AVas the refusal to vote ui)on the constitution largtdy upon th(^ ground that 
the whole reconstruction ])olicy was void and worthless ? 

Jih'nccr. Yes, sir, so far as I know. I did what 1 could to prevent that constitution 
being adopted, or any action being taken upon it ; 1 urged the people of the State to 
take no action in the election at all. But in the presidential election I urg<Ml them to 
vote, for I thought that was our only salvation to get clear of negro sulirage ; 1 tlioiight 
if the democratic party succLcded that we should be able to get chnir of it. I thought 
then we would be enabled to inaugurate in Alabanni a system, as 1 trusted they would 
in otlun" States, by which the white and the colored race would be nble to get along to- 
gether as peaceably and properly as in the nature of things we could expect. 

By ;Mr. Cor,rnx : 
Queslion, You acted with the democratic party in 18G3 ? 

Ansn-cr, I did then; but when the election was over I came out and said that, having 
voted against the rei)ublican party as long as it was worth while, it would better 
to make terms with them, work along with it, and in that way acipiire their con- 
fidence. As long as we opposed them tliey were susj)icit>us of our intentions in regard 
to the negro and the i>erpetuity of the Union. I think now, looking back over tho 
past, that I committed a great error in not urging u})on tlu^ lirst convention of 1865 
the addition of a qualified negro suffrage. I believe if we had done that we should have 
been accorded a recognition as a State in 1865 and 1866, and that Alabanni would have 
been admitted to re})resentation in Congress, no matter who were to take seats as 
Represautatives and Senators. 

By the Chairman : 

Qucsiion. AVhile on the sul)ject, I will ask you if it is not your oi)inion that had tho 
Southern States accepted the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution, they would 
not have retained this question of sutfrage in their own hands ? 

Answer. At that time 1 was entitled to claim a seat in the Senate of the TTnited States, 
having been unanimously elected to that office ; although I could not take the iron-clad 
oath, 1 endeavored to ascertain whether we would admitted if we accepted tho 
fourteenth amendment. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. In other words, as a supplement to the question of the Chairman, if tho 
whole southern people had turned republicans at that time, it would have been all 
right 1 

Answer. I did not understand them to make that condition. They did not feel cei- 
tain that we could be relied upon in regard to two things : first, in regard to the negro, 
who must be in a great degree committed to our charge ; and, second, they did not 
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have entire confidence ill regard to our implied submission to the Union. But tbey 
feared that second less, because they knew they had the physical power to put us down 
if the issue should ever again come.. But they feared that we would not deal fairly 
with the negro, if the question was put beyond the control of Congress. Let nie add 
one word about the fourteenth amendment. I could not ascertain that Alabama would 
be admitted and recognized as a State, even if we did adopt that amendment. On the 
contrary— I did not get it from Mr. Sumner himself, but I got it in such a way as to 
lead me to believe it — I was led to believe that Mr. Sumner and Mr. Stevens had still 
further purposes, which were not communicated, as to us. Therefore, we could not 
see anything to be gained by adopting an amendment which was only to bo made a 
stepping-stone to some other proposition. 

By Mr. Cobukn ; 

Question. Was there anybody really who had authority to make a bargain ? 

Aimccn I suppose if the leaders of the party had said so it would have been all right. 
Mr. Wade himself would not say for a long time what they would do. I think he said 
in New Orleans, in a speech he made there, that if the fourteenth amendment was 
adopted by any State he should feel bound to vote for the admission of that State. 
But it was then too late ; most of the States had acted on the amendment. 

By Mr. Van Ti^ump : 

Question. Do you know anything of the character or standing of this man Force, 
whose testimony you have referred to i 

Anstcei\ Only from an inquiry I instituted with reference to him after he appeared 
there, asking that the man who had outraged his daughter should be secured. He then 
communicated to me that he knew something about the Ku-Klux. Before I i^ut him 
on the stand, I made some inquiry about him, but the result was not very satisfactory. 
I did not get an opportunity of satisfying myself until I met with Judge Haroldson, 
the judge of the circuit court in which Cherokee County is included. From him I 
learned that Force was a man who could be relied upon for the truth of what he might 
Btate. 

Question. Does this Force still live there? 

Anstver. He stated that he had been compelled to go armed ever since he made the 
issue with the men of the organization ; that in fact he had had a fight with them 
right on the spot, when he told them that he would go with them no longer; and that 
he had wounded one of them. 

Question. One question in regard to the Eutaw meeting ; you said there was a large 
meeting? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was the relative proportion between the whites and the blacks ? 

Answer. The preponderance Was very largely on the side of the blacks. 

Question. Were there more than one or two hundred white men there ? 

Answer. I cannot state what number were there ; they were there in considerable 
numbers ; the town itself is a pretty large town. 

Question. Wliat is your impression about the negroes being armed ? 

Answer. I saw only two or three armed, with an ordinary pocket-knife, such as men 
generally carry ; I saw none armed with arms of any other kind ; their conduct was as 
peaceable and orderly as ever was seen at a meeting, until the fuss with Mr. Hays, 
when two or three stepped forward from my right, but immediately desisted when I' 
spoke to them. • 

Question. Do you remember about the negroes forming a line across the street ? ^ 

Answer. No, sir, I did not see it ; they got away as quickly as they could. 

Question. Did you hear them fire from across the street? 

.Inswer. No, sir, I did not. As soon as I could get away, after the firing, I went across 
to the hotel, and went up to the room of Governor Smith. It was his chill day; he 
nad not spoken that day, though he spoke the day before. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. The right to vote, to sit upon the jury, &c., conferred upon the colored 
man, are all embraced in the general expression, '* reconstruction policy of Congress." 
Do yon consider this Ku-Klux movement a resistance to that reconstruction policy ? 

Ansicer. Well, I cannot say that I have any definite opinion on that point— that is, 
one which is satisfactory to myself ; the inclination of my mind is that it is a resistance 
to that policy. I am inclined to believe there is a general dissatisfaction. If von 
include in the " reconstruction policy" the making of the negro a voter, then I think it 
is. It is his being made a voter that has given point and effect to this whole business. 

Question. If the Goveraraent of the United States should reverse that policy, should 
abolish the reconstruction laws, should rescind the constitutional amendment, do you 
think it would have any tendency to restore quiet and peace there ? 

Ans^cer. It would make those who are dissatisfied on that ground better satisfied. 
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l)ut it vrould p.ialvO a ilissatisfaction on tlu> other ^:.id<\ For oiio. T am opposod to any 
rescisloiij ior 1 tliiiil: l^o^Y tliat ir i.s adoplt'd, wc had bc^ttcr do the bc-iit v.-;- vini with it. 
Ill a frw ycais \]ic<v tLiD«xs wiYl pas.s aAvay, and the Goveriiiiiejit is oi" !ar iimre iir.port • 
a.r.ee tliaii the-.' tnnporary tliinp'^. 

(Jiie-^iiou. ll" llie (ioverumeiit will not iL-trace its stcp.s. then ^v]lat [iolicy should the 
Goveniinent ]!ursue ! 

Jpsivcr. I am eertaiu of one thin,2:, that Ave eannot do anything withonl havinj^ hiw 
and order; thrn^ mnst he that security which comes iVoin the maintenance (»t ]aA\ and 
order hy means of the courts, before there can l>e any reed peace and prosp^ority in any 
country. 

Qiusdov. AVhat can the Ger.eral (rovernp.ient uo to secure that ? 

^lit>;ir(r. ] think it is taking the riglit course by :u]o]>;i!i<>; ilic-!^ ni >a<nres which were 
passed las! AviuTi-r. jf our })eo})|(» will oidy learn wi.-iioiii, ar l ,<.;'>to cidercing the law 
in our State by the Srate coni ts as we oni^ht to. give ]!rot v'c! i.'^n lo thv' peo])l(\ no 
mailer v/iiat ilieir i5o!;ni*;!i sciitlnit iit.; m;iy Ix'. s-) long as tlicy do iiot vi(, tlic !a'.v, 
it will bo eJi right. Ir is no crime ibr ;i nian to tlnnk the I'. jmbliean pr.rty is vMititlcd 
to liis coniidcnce and snp]M>;'l ; wb.cn it becomes a crime b-r liim ]>nni.-h<'d for it. 
These men arc eiiiliobleiied (o go on in tbcir coin's", from ib.' facl thai i .be,/ believe- 
tliat such is i!ic general M iitiment no Jury v.onld imlict t^'.n^m, oi* i !' an indicrment 
Avas Ibnnil, n{>ne v>'onld convict them, since tlie Cojig'-e.^s (micied .}ie.s(> laws it lias 
givtMi tbem very tb'cidcd ])aiis(\ ( >])eci i 'ly \vlien tiry r -rd tlw proclamation <d' tlio 
I'resident, v.'arning tbe ])eopde that if it lu conies neccssarv, lie v ill exert all (ho powei'S 
with wjiich Congress has clothed him; that has .^cc them ihinking. 

By ^Ir. r>LAin : 

Qn<siii()n. How much does this repressive p(»licy of Congress diiler from the policy 
Avhi(di exists in Ireland? 

^tusivcy. This is no such repressive policy as that, for the sinrple rt^son that the cases 
are not sinnlar. The r(«]»ressive })olicy in Ireland is a very diiferent ntVair. In llio 
hrst i)lace, the Iri.sh were conquered by invasion, and they have Ijcen settled, as they 
term it there, about three times. 

(^^ucsCioii. How were tiiose ])eople down south compu'rcd 

^Insivcr, Yon ought to know, for you hel})ed to do it, and I was mighty glad to see 
yon when you \\ ere doing it. 

(J)U'»f'iO}}. Was it noi by inv asion ? 

r>y imtling' dov« ii armed rebellion. 
Qi!(><fiinf. Vk'as not ibat tb(> same thing in Iicland ? 
.b,'-S(rrr. No, sir; Ireland was free and independent. 
(Jnc:<'i(>h'. ^^'ere tliev not con«[U<'red by invasion 

.i;.'w/r. r. Yes, .Nir;" bni they v ere a free ])eople when their country was invaded, and 
thi'y owed no aileL;i;inee to ihc governm.ent of threat Ib ita.in. 

^Vere not the people otthe South a i"re(^ ])eo])le 
^lit.sin v, sir, but they ovvcd allegiance to the Constitution of the United States. 
Qiifstlon. They owed allegiance to their (Government. 

Ansircr. Tlicy owed allegiance to tbe (b)vernment of the I'nited Stat(\s ; (b(^reisno 
(h^nying that, ibr if they did uot, then the (iovernment of th(^ United States is a mere 
myth. 

(Juc'dioii. I will not go into that matter ^vitl) you, Ibr we may not dilfcr mnch un that 
liea<l. What I v.ant to know is, in what do the repressive measures adopted by Con- 
gress toward the South, dilfer from the repression which for three centuries has been 
adopted by England toward Ireland ? 

Aihsu'cv. It (litters in this: in Ireland there was no race of pcoplt^ to be set free and 
to be provided for ; all were free. 

Question. Does not that make it more ditficnlt in the South ? 

Auf^icfv. Our dihiculties are v(>ry great ; 1 have not gainsai<l or denied that ; I admit 
it. But Ku-Kinxism only aggravates them ; ii aggravates the evils and(hj(\snot mod- 
ify or im])rove anything. 

^ (^hfcsi'tot). Is it nV,r tiie ontcropping, rather, of op})ression and tyranny, exactly like 
the outbursts in Jichmd 

Ju:~iir()\ In the lirst place, the Irish ])eo]de were a sei>arate and indei>cnd(>nt nation; 
they vrcre under no obligaiio]i what(wer t(» the lUitish government. Tliey w'(»i.-e sim- 
ply'invaded and subjugated, and naturally they resisted it. That was not the case in 
the South. Our tbrefathers f>rmed this Union of theii- own accord ; in the convention 
little Delaware and IUiod(.^ I.sland had equal power with Virginia, rennsylvania, and 
Xew York. Tliose men had never fought each other: they liad never shed eacli other's 
blood, nor had their forefathers dom.' so. They met as equids ; they Ibrmed the Con- 
stitution, and said they did so. among other thing.*;, "to preserve tli<^ blessings of lib- 
erty to themsidves and their i>ostei'ity.-* Tlie swoid of Brennus was not throvrn into 
th.at scale. Tliey ni(,'t as ecjuals; they made the ilag upon whi(di each star was c(pnd. 
They wv^re bound by the Constitution they formed ; their children were bound by it. 
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It was our duty to staiul hy it, in viow of the immense benetits which it conferred, and 
of the evils that would result from destroyinj^ it. I bless God that it wa.s fsuiiported— 
that others did stand by it ; I could not dv it; I would have done it if 1 could. I in- 
tend never again to be i>laced where I cannot stand by it, and, if need be, die for it. 

By Mr. Van Tiu-.mp : 

Onestion. AVe will not differ on those propositions. I admit the great error, and political 
crime, perhaps, which the Southern States committed in seceding; they had no eonsti- 
tntional right to secede. But when we look at it in the general aspect ; when we come 
to consider that the difficulties that now surround us surrounded the men that formed 
that Constitution ; that the b.'ittles which were fought between the confederate soldier 
ami the Federal soldier wen> fought in these very halls; that at last the battles that 
were fought in these halls eulminatcd in an appeal to arms by men on both sides, with 
lionest convictions— taking all these things into consideration, do you not think that 
the true policy of the Government is amnesty, mercy, and the equal administration of 
the law ? 

Answer. For political offenses, for all connected with the past, I think it is. I say 
anmesty for the past with respect to political offenses ; but I say the law and its pen- 
alties, v»'here a proper ease is made out, fot assassins and nnn^derers. 

Question. Right there we do not differ again. The purpose of this investigation is to 
ascertain whether there is a band of lawless men organized generally in the South. 

Ansirer. I am aware that is the object of the investigation, and I am glad it is in the 
hands of men who intend to discharge their duty impartially, as I can plainly see from 
what has transpired here this morning, as well as from reports of xihnt has heretofore 
been done, so far as they have come to my knowledge. I trust I am really grateful 
that this is to be investigated. If these things are all false, let it be known, and let 
those of us who have been under this imi)ression, and willfully so, be held up to pub- 
lic execration as we deserve. On the other hand, if these things are true, in the name 
of good government, law, and order, let ns by every just and proper means maintain 
the supremacy of the law. , 

Question. Is" it your opinion that in any of these southern States, with, perhaps, the 
exception of South Carolina, this organization, if it exists at all, as a general proposi- 
tion, is so strong that the State courts and the State authorities cannot control it with- 
out the aid of the military power of the Federal Government ? 

Ansivcr. 1 cannot speak with regard to South Carolina, or any other State, so well aiS 
of my own. My opinion is that in the heavy negro counties, as we call them in our 
State, there is a state of public opinion which completely overrides the law, which re- 
fuses to enforce it with respect to a certain class of offenders and a certain description 
of offenses. 

Question. How many counties of that kind are there in Alabama ? 

Answer. In my opinion, a great many of these negro counties. I say so because I 
have no information of all the murders that have been perpetrated, but they are nu- 
.merous, and I have never known an instance in which a man has been convicted of 
killing a negro. 

Question. Has it not been impossible to lind out the perpetrators ? 

Answer. In some instances it has, in others it has not. There is this to be said for 
our people : They have always been disposed to make allowances for killing and shoot- 
ing each other in what they call a fair fight; juries would always go as far as they 
could to excuse a man for that, and when they had to convict him would punish as 
lij^htly as possible. I)ut if a man lay in wait for another, stood behind a tree and shot, 
him, or laid poison for him, resorttnl to any of those secret modes of assassination, t 
have never known of any country where they would punish a man more readily for 
such a thing than in the South. But in regard to a "fair stand-up fight," as they call 
it, they would make all the allowances they could, because they did not know how 
soon they might get into one themselves. In regard to punishing other crimes, such 
as theft, burglary, arson, <fcc.,in old times our courts and juries were as fair and impar- 
tial and faithful as the courts of any other States, and I thiidv our records will prove 
it. But since the war, since this state of things has occurred, a different sentiment^ 
has prevailed. :Men have gone in numbers and whipped and beaten and outraged col- 
ored people, taken their arras away from them, and in other ways have done them 
wrong, not to speak of the murders that have been committed. But yet no one of 
them has been punished that I know of. I think there is a sentiment in our State 
which only needs to feel that there is a power that, in the last resort, can be relied on 
to uphold law and order, which will come up and perform its dutv ; because we have 
wives and children, homes and firesides, and we belong to the English-speaking race, 
at least to a civilized race, and wo want the protection of the law and ord(^r, peace 
and quiet, around our homes, and security there. I think it is only necessary for the 
Government to show that it is determined to put this thing down, and the work will 
at once bo largely accomplished. It is only upon the idea that they can go scot-free 
that men arc disposed to commit crimes. If a man knows that he will certainly bo 
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overlir.ujed and punisbed, that the chances will he ninety-nine out of a hundred that 
he will be, ho will hesitate lon^n' betore he eonnnits a crime. 

(Ji'.a^iion, All your ideas about the extent of the olfeuses committed are niert? otjIu- 
ions / 

Jttsurr. I never saw one of them committed. 

Qitcsf'iou. In the state of leelini;- in the .South is it not probable that very exai^geratcd 
accounts of these thin^^s will get into the newspapers, and be circulated in that way ! 

Au.^fccr. Yes; and it is very natural tluit men should feel dissatistied. Our great 
mistake is that we have alKjwed our feelings of dissatisfaction to take a wrong direc- 
tion. It certainly is not riglit for men to shoot and whip and kill in the manner they 
have been doing there for some time past. 

By Mr. ConuKX : 

Qncstion. Something was said in relation to the invasion of the Soulh ami the coa- 
(pK'st of that region. Do you regard the marching of the Union armi<'s through the 
South, during the war, as :iu invasion, or the restoration of law and order there a coii- 
(piest of the South ? 

Au.'^arr. In on<^ setise the marching of an armv anywhere is an invasion: but in a 
politic;il sense I do not regard the marching {)f the Army in the South {is an iiivasiou 
of the South ; neither do l regard th(> restoration of law and order there a coiuiuest, 
exce])t over ci ime and violer.ce. I ^vish it to be understood that I am heartily in favor 
of that sort of con(piest. 

r>y ^Ir. Pool : 

Question. I did not catch your answer to Judg(^ Van Trumifs (piestion in regard to 
the i)ower of the State courts to deal with these Ku-Klux crimes. 

Aiisircr. I think this: That in the ]»resent condition'of thiugs an attenii)t on tlu^pait 
of tho State, right at this time, to euforce the execution of the law, would, perhups, 
lead to eonlUcts. It might n(Jt in Alabama, if tlu' governor organized c(mi])anies ot 
white men. Ihit T do not think otir people would sul)mit ([uietly to have companies of 
negroes organized for the i>urpose of a\resting them ami enlbrcung the law. 1 think 
they .wou.ld light tliem. Oji the other hand, 1 thiidv if the (iovrrnmcnt of the United 
States will furnish its troops to aid th*^ civil authorities to uphold the law, they will 
not tight th(^ United States troops. 1 think in tbat way we could avoid collision and 
bloodshed. 1 have beeii all the time opposed, and so was our lat(^ governor, to the or- 
ganization of colored troops, bv cause I thought it wouhl only aggravjite our condi- 
tion. 

Qui.sfion. Could you liud white men upon whom you could rely ! 
Auxu-f-r. I do not know that we could. 

(Jur.-iUofi. Yon W(u-e asked if tlie accounts of these outrages in the newspapers wero 
exaggeiated. State vrhetlau- there has l»eeu exaggeration, or whether the truth has 
been entirely told. 

Ansarr. 1 would not like to in<lorse all tiie news])aper rei)orts, nor would T like to 
condenni them. So far as any tr;insaet ioiis have come to my ku(»wle(lge, from tlu^ infor- 
mation I liav(^ received. 1 know of no exaggeration in regard to the alfairs of our State. I 
think aifairs there have e(piall<'(l, and nuue than equalled, all that has been represented 
of them. 

Ey ;Mr. Stevenson : 

Qt((f<ihn. I understand you to divi<le the white ])opulation of your State into two 
classes — those Avho wen^ originally and who are still of oi)iiiion that the State had a 
right to secede from the Union ; and those who adhered to the Union. 

Ausiar. Yes, sir. 

QKef<tiO)L If the original Union clement, which I understand to have been the old 

whig party 

AHHH'cr. A great many democrats were Union men. 
Qutiitiou. So nurch the better. 

Ansiwer. And General Jackson was a mighty popular man down in our part of the 
State. 

Qtastion. If the original Union eh-ment he added to the negro vote, is then^ nor '.a. 
Alabama a majority of adherents to the Union / 

Aiisd'cr. Yes, sir; if the whole Union element could be got to act with the whole 
colored vote, there is a very large majority for the Union. 

Question. Is not that a very hopeful circumstance ? 

Ausnrr. That is my foundation to build upon. 

Qucbiion. That distinguishes your ease from that of Ireland ? 

Ausurr. Yes, sir; indeed, I do not think iha two^^cases are analogous ; we are a part 
of this Government; Ireland was not part of lilngland. 

Question. And a majority of the actual v(jters in Alabama now x^refcr the Union and 
this Government, if they could be brought to act together i 
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Jvi^tccr, I think so ; I think if wc conld have a fair canvass upon the issue of Union 
an(i disunion now, ^ve shonhl vote now a^^ainst secession. Iknowthat in 1860 wo would 
have voted ai^ainst it overwhehiiingly, if the issue had been fairly made. But tliey 
denied then tliat we were in any dan«;er of disunion ; they said they only vrauted to 
;;et thin^^s hxed up a little better. 

Question. Your idea is that the friends of the Government should be got to cooperate 
together i 

Ansirev, Yes, sir. 

Qucf^tiou. And in order to do that the authority of the United States should bo exerted 
to ])reserve the peace ? 

Anmver. Yes, sir ; I do not think any man can object to the authority of the United 
►States for tlie»i)reservation of law anil order, when the condition of things is as it is in 
Alabama and some other States. That authority does not trample down our rights, 
but puts us in a condition where we can uphold them. 

QiicsiioiK You say this witness Force spoke of a purj^ose on the part of the Ku-Khix 
Khm to restrain the freedmen as to their labor if 

Answer. That is my recollection of what he said. 

Qticsfion. Was it a part of their idan to require him, so far as it was i^racticable and 
where his old master wanted him, to work for his old master ? 

Aiwurr. 1 do not think he said that; I have no recollection of his saying that. 

Question. Did ho describe to you how the whii^ping ^ras done Avhen men were 
whipped ? 

Answer. He described the manner in which the particular person was whipped that 
they dealt with the night he was admitted into the organization. 
Question. How was that ? 

Answer. Just in the ordinary way ; he was called out from the house and compelled 
to dance a while for their amusement, and then they whipped him with hickories. 

Question. Did he speak of any orders being given, or of any formalities observed on 
that occasion ? 

Answer. I do not think he did. 

Question. Did you preserve notes of his testimony? 

Answer. The testimony was all taken down in writing by a clerk api^ointed for that 
purpose. 

Question. And became official ? 

Ansicer. It was filed in the office of the circuit court clerk of Calhoun County. 

Question. You spoke of a gentleman by the name of J. J. Jolly as serving a notice 

Answer. Delivering a note from Governor Lindsay. 
Question. Demanding of Governor Smith the office of governor ? 
Answer. That was my understanding; I did not seethe note. 
Question. That was after the injunction had been issued and served ? 
Answ'cr. That is my recollection. 

Question. Is that the same Mr. Jolly who resides at Entaw ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. A leading lawyer there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, A prominent democrat ? 
Answer. He is said to be. 

Question. Is there any other man of that name there ? 

Answer. Not that I know of; I have no recollection of ever having seen this man, , 
ough I may have done so, nevertheless. 

Question. There is no other man of that name at Eutaw ? * 
Answer. Not that I know of. ^ 
Question. Yon spoke of the fact of violence in the counties of Greene, Sumter, and 

Marengo. Do you know what the cfFect of that violence was on the vote of Greene 

County ? 

Answer. The riot and shooting occurred some short time before the election in No- 
vember, not many days. The election was on the 8th of November, I think ; and I 
tlnnk the shooting occurred about the middle of October, as near as I can uow.recol- * 
lect. AVhile I cannot say that men did not go to the polls and vote, or when they did 
go and voted for the democratic ticket that they did not do it of their own accord, I 
can say that this occurred there: there were some twenty-live hundred to three thou- 
sand colored people there, and when I closed my frequently interrupted remarks to 
them, I called upon them to hold up their hands and signify how many would attend 
th(^ l>olls and vote, not the republican ticket, but vote at the next election day; 
there was a general response, so far as I could see ; every colored man in the crowd 
raised his hand, and most of them ])ut up both hands. 

Question. I see by the returns in 1869 that Greene Countv gave for Mr. Hays for Con- 
gress '2,7-2o votes, and lor his opponent, Mr. Read, 275 votes. In 1870 Greene Connty 
gave lor Mr. Hays only 1,700 votes, while it gave for Mr. Havs's opponent 1,825 votei 
making a change from one side to the other of about a thousand votes. 
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If that was tlio voluntary action on tlicir part, tlien vrhy tlie ii-'. • ssity ' f 
liri!!!:; into that <.'io\v<l of noiiroes and i:>ntting tli<nii throa<i;h such ii course of discipliiie 
as t]iat shootin;:' nm.Nt iiavi^ Ix't'ii ? If they woro jjoini;" to voic for Ihc dcniocr; 1 
tickv't anyliov. ! vrliy sh(uikl they be facilitated in that manner ? That is tiic vay the 
Tiling- ]rresc.>nts its( If to my miuth 

' )•!( '■fii)}i. In other words, vrhy shiould thev shoot their friends ? 

J::^!rc)'. Yes, sir. 

Q:i'.<'ioiK By rlie returns, Yo:. Hays, in ISG'J, in Sumter County, received r3,30'i vott s; 
his opponent*, Mr. I?ead. received '471) votes. In 1^70, in Snniter County, Mr. Hays 
Tt 'Cv'ivod but 1.4:i7 votes, wliilo Jiis op])onent received *J,055 votes, nnikin;^ a c]ianj;o 
there of about 'JOO vot('< from one si(h^ to th.e otlier. Then, assumin<»- that this ehan:^e 
was brouj;ht al)out I)y viohmce, (hos'.> two ct^unties ahjuo wouhl have been sufhcient to 
ch;inL>'e ihe result in iho State. 

J... .TO*. That, I tliiiik. is very el. a.r: but there were also other parts of the state in 
v/hicli tlun'o were c]ian^!j,es. 

I>y Mr. Van Tnr.Mr: 
fJuc^Ciou. You say you advocated the democratic ticket in ISGS ? 
^iiitswrr. Yes, sir. 

fhic^tiou. Yon are now a thorouo,Ii re])ublican, as I uudcratand it ? 

^iii-^-}r( r. I act with the repnidicriu })arty for the reason stared : that I see no use 'n 
any f rther o})po--inou to the reeonstrneiion jxiliey v.-hich the CJovernnient kr:S 
ado])ted. 

By Mr. Sti:vi:xsox : 
(•,fc.s\'/,,v,'. You und 'r^tand that the democratu* party is op])osini;' rj^construction 
.h: !rcr. Yes, sii ; and especially opposin;^' the ediK-iition of the eolo}-ed child, wiri h, 

in niy Juduvenf. is tlie only way in which we can remedy the evils, or, in short, :lt 

any one- for the exercise of political duties. 



Was!iix(-;t()x, D. C, Jhuc If). 1S71. 

LrTIIEU R. S:\IIT1I sworn and examined. 
r>y the CiiAiR:>rAX : 

(jiit>!f}<)u. Ill wiia.t ]i')rtion of Alabama do you live? 

_.^/.s.''vr. in Clax-r-w (.'(umty. in tlie southwestern portion of the State. 

(Ji'' <'}('.!. J low ioui; ha.ve you resided tliere ! 

. ivr. Since \(v,-em''.rr, I'-n."); pfiiuau 'utly sine<* December, ISfM. 

(y!i^!'>ii. \\'\]'\^. (Niicial p;»'ii<*ns jiave>(Ki held from that time to the present, e , /I 
what .'{eHU'iunities ]:;ive you Iiad of Icuowin;;- tlie cxistiniji; condition of tl in^s tiicr- .-.s 
aliecun'.-; the exccatii^n (»f ihe law and the security of liiV' and property in tlie ])ait of 
the State in wliieh yon li\'e ! 

.i.'r /'vr. I Avas at)pointed re^-isl i-ar of Clioetaw and AVashington Counties by (h-n- 
erai l'o])e in l^o7 ; that was th.e lirst oflice I lield there. After registt^rin.i;- tliosti tvro 
<'onnti(^s [ was elected ju<l<2:e *»f the circuit court for the seventh jndicip.l circuit, com- 
poved (;f Choctaw, (rreen(\ Marengo, Sumter, and I'ickens Con.nties, and entered upon 
llu^ duties of the oftiee at tiio time the State <;-overnmenl was formed under the leeon- 
struction act of l-^i'*-^, an.d have been i)erformin<;' those diuties since that time. If you 
will designate what particular line of in(piiry you wisl» mc to end:>race in my testi- 
mony, I will endeavor to do so. 

(Juc-^iiou. The duty imposed u]>on us by the le,o;islation of Congress is to ascertain 
the extent to whieli the laws are executed, and life, person, and pi'oi)erty are secure in 
the late insurrectionary States. 

Au.'^urr. The manner in which the laws have been executed? 

QiUf^tion. lioth have been and are being now executed. 

Ansinr. I entered upon the duties of my olfice on the loth of July, IbGH, I think, 
at the time the St^ite goviu'nment was organized there. No term of the court was 
held that lall on account of the political excitement there, and in one county on ac- 
count of my personal sickness, so that 1 was unable to attend. In the spriug'^of 1^-69 
the courts were held regularly without any obstacle or obstruction at all ; also in the 
fall of 18G9. In the spring of 1870, the first organized opposition to the law that mani- 
fested itself was the taking from his room at the hotel in Eutaw the solicitor of one of 
the counties coniposing my circuit, by a band of sixty men, as was reported, and the 
ehooting him in the hotel. 

Qiieslioji. In what county was that ? 

Answer. In Greene County. I charged the grand jury especially in reference to that 
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act m<nn^ upon them the importance of investif^athig: the matter and punishing tho 
parties^ ami stating to them that they owed it to the citizens of that county to do .so. 
I appointed from oiftside of the circuit an able lawyer, Mr. F. P. Snedicor, who was in 
attendance upon* the f;rand jury all the time. Tho grand jury was in session two 
Aveeks, the time fixed by law. They reported that they were unable to fmd out any 
parties connected with tho murder, but from the evidence they had obtained they had 
traced tho baud as coming from Pickens County, an adjoining county; that they came 
from and returned in the same direction. 

Question. From yonr knowledge of the circumstances connected with that case, is it 
your opinion that his murder was in any way connected with the discharge of his 
official duties ? 

Ausim-. It was; at least it was so reported. The reason why he was killed, as stated, 
was this: There had been three negroes murdered some time before, and the solicitor 
stated that he thought ho was on tho track of tho murderers and intended to indict 
them, if he had to keep the grand jury in session tor six months. I think that was the 
charge made against him. 

Qucstioju Proceed with what you were going to say in reference to Pickens County. 

Aimrer. I went to the next county, and during the term of the court a party of some 
forty men, I think, in disguise, waited upon the solicitor there and told him that they 
understood he was anxious to see a party of these men, and they came there for the 
purpose of showing themselves to him, and they advised him not to be too anxious 
about seeing thein. I charged tho grand jury particularly in reference to this organ- 
ization, and also called their attention to the report of the grand jury of Greene County, 
which traced the party to Pickens County. I urged upon them tlic importance of 
investigating that matter, in order that they might clear the skirts of their county from 
having anything to do with the matter, That grand jury, after a session of nearly two 
weeks, reported that they were unable to iind any trace of any party of men from that 
county — Pickens County. I did not hold the last court in Greene Countj^, but exchanged 
with another judge; but, so far as I know, there has not been any investigation or any 
indictment against the murderers of that solicitor. 

Question. — That solicitor was named Mr. Boyd? 

Answer, Yes, sir. Several outrages were reported in Pickens County by men in dis- 
guise, such as whipping various iiarties, but from lack of testimony they were unable 
to ever iind out ov to indict the parties connected with them. That was in the spring 
of 1S60. There was no difficulty during the fall term of 1869. Indeed, there never had 
been any difficulty in the county in which I reside; everything bad been very quiet. 
I do not know that a felony had been committed there in the two years I iiresided in 
the county until the fall before tho last election there. Then there was an old man, 
Nathaniel Edwards, a negro man, who v/as murdered by some men — I do not know how 
many there were. The grand jury could not find and did not indict the murderers, 
although they, the grand jury, were particularly charged with reference to that case. 

Question. Was that murder committed by persons who were armed and disguised ? 

Ansu-er, They were armed, but I could not find out, nor did the grand jury find out, 
that they were disguised at all. In Sumter Count}', last fall, there were some reports 
that it would bo impossible for me to hold court there. Reports of that character came 
to me. I placed no reliance upon them, because they could not be traced to any relia- 
ble source. I went to Sumter County, and was told by one of the leading lawyers there 
that he did not know whether the court could be held ; that there was great political 
excitement there. But I went on and held the court there without any particular dif- 
ficulty, except certain manifestatious of resistance to the orders of the court by certain 
young men, and the frequent expression that there was no law there any way but the 
law of nature. 

Question. Y(/u speak of opposition to the orders of the court. In what manner was 
that opposition manifested? 

Answer. I saw several men the first day bringing into the court-room their pistols 
buckled around them, and I could hear their pistols strike the benches as they sat down. 
I called the sheriff and told him that, while the court recognized the constitutional right 
of every person to bear arms in self-defense, it did not recognize the necessity of any 
man defending himself with arms before a court of justice. I told him that persons must 
not bring their pistols into court; that he would so notify them; that the court was 
willing and thought it was able to protect every man who had business before it; and 
that if, after he had notified the persons, they still attempted to bring their pistols into 
court ho would arri"st them and bring them before the court. In the afternoon some par- 
ties brought their pistols into court. I furthermore told the sheriff that I would hold 
him personally responsible for the enforcement of tho order. I received a note from one 
of the lawyers stating that, if I would pass over that occurrence in tho afternoon, fhey 
would take measures to havi; the order carried out. There was considerable excitement 
manifested. Articles were published in the paper there inthuating that it was a trick 
of the court to bring about a confiict between the court and citizens there, and claim- 
ing that the citizens had a constitutional right to bring their pistols into the court' 
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house. But the har hohl a meeting, altliough I did not kno\Y it at the time, and used 
tho'w iniUieuce to prevent it, and everything passed oti quietly there. 
(yncHliou. Was the order oi'the court oheyed after that i 

Aimivcr. Yes, sir, except in one case; and then, as soon as the party was made ac- 
quainted with the order he oheyed it. I forgot to state thnt in that county, in Sumter 
County, in the spring a house had been attacked. An old mini by tlu^ name of Chot- 
teau luid been iKjtilied to h^ave. An Irishman was at his house guarding it; I do not 
recollect the name of the Irishnnni. A party came there that night (lisguised, and 
bred into his house; this man bred back at th(;m and one of them was killed. At the 
spring term of the court one or two i)arties, I do not noAV recollect which, but on(^ party I 
know v.'as indicted for the crime of arson. I learned from th(^ solicitor at th(^ next term 
of the court that every one of the witnesses (^xceptthis man, Chotteau, wIk^ had left the 
county, had l)een killed in the county within six months alter the indictment was 
found. The sheriff resigned just before the ia'l tei'm of ISG'd, and there v.'as no court 
held there at that time.' lender the law the court has no authority to ai-point a coro- 
ner or a sherilf, the appointing power resting with the go^'ernor. There was no trou- 
ble at any time in executing the laws there until the spring of 1671. Iicports came to 
my ears, about a week before holding court in my own county, that it would be im- 
possible for ni(^ to hold court there; that a body of armed men from 31ississi])pi would 
c(nne there and break up the court; that they did not intend tiiat any one hohtiug ofiico 
under tii(,' reconstruction acts should conlinuo longer in ofiice. I went to the court- 
house alone, that is, on horseback, (I lived about 8 miles from the ct)nrt-liouse,) and 
t)])(M]ed court as usual. I had no difiiculty at all ; I charged the grand jury, and the court 
passed off very quietly the lirst week, and lulsiness was dispatched as satisiactorily as 
ever. Tliat was also the case on Monday of the s(H'ond week. On Tuesday of the second 
week there was some noisti outside and sonn* drunkenn(\ss. I dinn^ted the sherilf to send 
the bailiff out and to put a stop to that nois<^ or bring the])arties into court. He went 
out and (juieted the disturbance. It ])eing ni-arly four o'clock, the hourfor adjourning, I 
adjourned the court. I afterward heanl several pistols bred; and tlHM'(^ was a great deal 
of tlrunkenness in town. I'reviouslo this, that is, during the hrst week of the court, tho 
sherilf had informed me that he had infornnition it would be inqjossihle tt» hold court in 
that county; that Ik* cotdd not maintain order, and could not carry out tlie ordersof tho 
court, and thereforehe would resign. The ])rnl)ate judge, Judge Hill, and myself urged 
liiumot to resign, and told him if he resign.ed it would be inqjossible to get anotluM- sherilf 
appointed, and the court would have to give u}) that teim. Ib^ concluded not to resign. 
The probate judge of that county, Judge Hill, had i)reviousl\' received letters, which I 
have seen — I do not recollect their dates — purporting to have been v>'ritten by the Ku- 
Klux, (so signed,) ordering him to vacate his olhce, on tlu' grt)und that he was a re- 
])ublicaji. To those letters he paid no attention. He has a i)lantation some eight mikvs 
from the county seat. One day as he was ridiug along, a))o]it 'A o'(d(H-k in tlie after- 
noon, Vv'itliin a (putrter of a mile of Blount Stei ling, a nourishing liith' village, a nuin 
lying in the corner of the fence, tvrenty-live yards away, I should thinlv. hred at him 
as h(^ was going through a little ])iece of woods. The judge is a very large nmn, and 
was holding the reins in one haml, and the ball passed through his arm. lie was un- 
armed, and did not sto]) at ail, but drove on for about a (pun ter of a niile, to the house 
of a pliysician, where he had his arm dressed. The physician said ho had heard the 
rep(u-t ()f \lu) gun or rilie, whichever it was. Al)out a v/c(dc after that, I should think 
it was, he received still another notice, ordering him to vacate his ofiice, stating that 
he had be(m warned twic<\ that h(* had l)een tired at onc(\ and the n(>xt lime his lifo 
would be taken. lie did not n^sign then. The day the sheritf handed in his resigna- 
tion, on the Wednesday nuu'ning of the second week, the peojile there held a UK^eting. 
A part of them were in favor of calling uj^on all the officers — the r(>])ublican or radical 
ofticers — to resign. Another portion, whose counsels prevailed, were in favor of post- 
poning such a call until the wliole county c(mhl be heard from. The iiext convention 
was to meet on the first Saturday of ]SIay, I think, and the m(*eting adjourned until 
that time. liefore that time, howev(T, the sherilf resigned, aud stojjped the court ; and 
the probate judge resigned before the last meeting. This meeting cann* together and 
reatiirmed sonu^ "resolutions passed at a previous meeting, held in Sumter County, call- 
ing on the cin^uit judge and all the radical officers of the county to resign. 

QHcslion. Were those meetings called as party meetings, or were thv^y meetings of 
citizens without respect to party ? 

An^iwer, Th(,\v puri)orted to have been called by the peoi)h'. Tlie democratic ])arty 
held a meeting the same day for the purpose^ of ])utting out nominations ibr those 
oflices. The fii'st meeting in Sumter County was called for the purpos(^ of nominating 
a county superintend(mt — a party meeting called by previous notice — the meeting that 
passed the first resolutious in reference to the circuit judge. Those resoluti»)ns stated 
the reasons why th«^y called on the circuit judge to resign. The lirst resolution stated 
tliat they were in fav(n^ of lav/ and order and the enb)r('ement of the laws, and i)ro- 
tested against any violation of the same. The second resolution statc^l that they b(^- 
lieved that the Hon. Luther 11. Smith could not enforce the laws in that circuit, first, 
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on account of Lis ^-cncral disqnalificatiou for the office; and, secondly, on account of 
his .'•oneral nni)(>i»iilaritv. The tliird resolution stated that it was necessary to have a 
ina^ of talent nrnmes«,'and decision in the ofiiec, and therefore they respcctlnlly re- 
(luested the circuit indge to resii^u. The meeting iu Choctavr reaffirmed those resolii- 
tious and, furtherinore, stated that tho indications at tho recent election were that a 
lar«ro maioritv of the voters in his circuit would uot have been m iavor of his heino- 
circuit ilid^e" r.iid on that j^round they asked him to resig'n. The reasons stated lor 
askiu'r the probate lud-e to resij;n, in this last meeting, were that he was incompetent, 
and that the people looked u])on him as well as the circuit clerk vnth contempt ; and 
on that account they asked them to resign. The probate judge resigned; indeed, all 
the republican officers in that county have resigned. In Pickens County the probate 
iud<»-e and the circuit clerk last summer received notices ordering them to vacate their 
offices. They immediately shut up their offices, but a meeting of some citizens was 
calked tliere, and they took ground on the side of tlie officers and told them to go ahead. 
When I held the court in Greene County last tall, there were troops sent there; that 
was after the alfray known as the Entaw liot. There was no disturbance at all during 
tho holding of the court there. "When I arrived in Pickens County, I found the circuit 
clerk in the barracks, or rather with tho troops. He had gone to tho command for 
safety. 

By Mr. VAX Trump: 
Quesihn. Troops v.^rc stationed in Pickens County also ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; during the election. 1 did not see the cleric before I held court ; 
and 1 inquired of the sheriff if tho deputy clerk was there, and he said he vras. I sent 
for him and asked him if he was still deputy clerk, and he said ho was. I said, " 
will open court." I then o])(>ned the court. Tho .clerk afterwards came in. He told 
me that ho had been afraid to stay in his house ; that he had been warned that his life 
would be taken if he did not give up the office; and that ho really thought of going 
away with the troops who were about to remove. The troops moved away on the 
third day of tho first week of tho session of the court. The court was in session two 
weeks. "^I persuaded the clerk to remain and take charge of the duties of his office. I 
said that I thought the sheriff would be able to protect him ; that I thought there; 
would be no trouble about it. The charge against him was that during tho election 
he had distributed republican tickets, and thereby had made himself obnoxious in that 
county. There was another case in that county v.'hicli was brought to my attention. 
A mail by tho name of Latham, I think, a minister, was taken out and whip];)ed. 

By tho Ckaikmax : 
Qui'sfion. Was he white or colored ? 

Answer, He Vv'as a white man. He was taken out and whipped, and his money taken 
from him at tho same time. The charge against him was, that in his locality tli(5 ne- 
groes hadxcceived reimblican tickets, aud'he was. suspected of having furnished them, 
althougli he did not vote, and was iu Columbus at the time of the election. I do nc^t 
know that there is any other instance in that county that I can relate now. 

Qiiesiion. Does that embrace all the counties in your circuit ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I did not hold tho court in Sumter County after tho breaking up of 
the court in Choctaw County, by reason of tho resignation of the sheriff. I called in 
the juries and grand jury and told them that the sheriiF having resigned, and theco^u t 
having no i)ower to appoint an executive officer, it would be iiniiossible to continue 
the court longer ; that while their duties as jurors would cease, yet their duties as citi- 
zens would not. I told them of tho iiniiortauce of obeying the laws, of tho evil effects 
of anarchy, and then dismissed them. I then got on my horse and immediately rode 
homo to my plantation, about eight miles from Butler, tho county seat of Choctaw. 
As I was riding home, when I was about a mile from Butler, I met eight negroes from 
my place with their double-barreled guns on their shoulders. They were coming down 
with a man by the name of Seymour, I think, who had been beaten the day before at 
Blount Sterling. I asked them what they were doing, and they said they were going 
to take him before the grand jury. I told them they were doing wrong ; that they 
ought not to go along tho x^nblic higlnvays with their guns in that way ; that the man, 
if lio had been assaulted, could have gone before tho grand jury and made his report ; 
but that they Avere doing wrong in their excitement to act in that way. I directed 
them to go back home. One of tlio number, the leader, who was formerly the foreman 
on tho place, stated to mo that they had no intention of going into town with their 
guns, but as tho man had been badly beaten the day before, they were coining down 
merely to i)rotect him until he could get near tho town to go before tho grand jury. 
The day before, this boy, who was a witness in a case, had taken somo whisky, I 
learned. It was customary for me to send for my mail as ho went to Mount Sterlin*'. 
While there a young man, a white man, who was somewhat intoxicated, beat him, and, 
as the boy stated, said to him that ho was anxious to find the mai^ who had beep car- 
rying Judge Smith's mail. The boy got away from him, and going off a little distance 
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1190(1 ponio prnf:^no ]aii,f!:nn,a:o ngaiii'^t pnrtiVp? who lived in ^Jcv.mt Sfr;]l?in:. ITpon tliat, 
soiiK' yoiKi;; nu':i, SLliool-boys. I tliir.k, (liicn* is a school thi're.) set u\)<v\ liiin juul bent 
hiui vci v : ;'V 'V<'ly ; cut him badly, iic cahw.^ up to the ijlaiitat i(ai arai i\']M>r)od to tlio 
lV(^<'diii<'ii t tliat hi' bad b;Mai beaten ]>eean.se lie vranted to y: 't r..y laail. Tlia.t ^vas 
liis fstoiy, aiMl (mk^ rea.son tb.at exaspera.te{l tbe iVetvbiieii soi'iewiiat. Ai't^T tb(^ vouvt I 
^.a^^ iimveli. ibreateaed ^vith piieainoirla, aad ]>liysiealiy unable to to »'^nnuer eoniity, 
r. ijere tluMiext court was to l)e lield. And 1 was tobl by jjarties ibat 1 conld iK>r go 
to SiViatei- CoTjty ; tliat ii'l atteiir.)ti»d to go there 1 would be assasoinaied on the way. 
Being siek I did not atteiiij)t to go theie. 
(Ji!r<i:n)i. Vvdien was that / 

Jnxicrr. T]i:;t was tliis last S]"H'ii^g. Tleir on a Wisli.esday, with niy brother, lor ]Mo])ile. 
I liave b-'eii engaged in plantiiigtliere ever since eonnneneing in i ^h>. 1 liadlmilta 

steam nnll lor the ])nrpos;' <ii' grinding, and lor ginning cotton, not only ibr tU('])iantation 
bnt for the neighbors. On 'r!nirs<lay nighr alter I lot't, a. p;;rly of nr. e;r ie in there, 
set fH\' to tliv* miil. to the brid.ge. :ind to about two niiles of kaice ineio-lng my crops. 
'J'lia' was while I was a.way. 1 went to .Mobile, to ^lontgoniery, and to 'J^aliadega, and 
then v>(.'nt baelc to ^.labile on Monday, wjr're I icariied wliat had takeji plae(> on my 
juantation. Tiie court in Marengo Comity cam(M)n the next ]Nb)na]ay. 1 met a man in 
^iobile named Oreer, I think, an old citizen of Demojjolis, who told me that bethought 
1 ongb! not to go to .Mai'eiigo Comity and Invld conrt there ; that whih^ there might not 
be ai'.y disi nvbance by 1 h" jieoiil,' in ^.ia'\'n",o. lie v/as sati>tled that tlici'e av(Mi!(1 be a 
baiid e'.' men v ho \,-onl;i conu' in thereto Irica.!: nn th«' court : and it ^v<)!l]d rdl M-t vejy 
severely n]ion llie i)eivj>le of ^la.rengo Coanty. 1 told him that und< r tlu^ law th<' only 
ex<'nse I had tor iK-t liohling conrt v.'as ihe sielviiess of myself, or of my tamily, or th<? 
existence, of jin er/idomie: that no-aing- oftn.it soil then exi-^ted: tliat 1 had ever 
lieen tT"ated Ivin by in jdai'engo Co:mry, an<^ eoa^'d \t'd tli • mend). as of ihe bar t''.ere 
n:y jjcrsnnai frieiids, a;n.d tliat I\\-(>nld i-'i rneai in t'l ' po.^iJion < f not being ab!- 
to hiwc the civil cor.ris held niitil i went t'i'er-'. 11" n-g-'d (!ia»- if I did go, in.ste;i;l of 
getting olf at Ihe licare.st ]>oint, to go to l)emo));)i!s and la', Avoaid ta.k ' liis horse aral 
go wbh nie to the. connty seat. Linden, some twenty mih's. 1 v;ent to ] )em(>j>{)Iis, bnt 
when 1 got tin re this man was siek. and his s!)n v/entdown with me. I ludd the coiirt ; 
had no dithcuity at all: everything i)as,><,Ml oil as jdeas.antly as ever, an<l tlyre "was 
nothing to mar the ])lcasnre of the e(nrit or to in.errnjd ihe di>j>,;te]i of bnsiiiess. 
After ilnd T vent to Clay Connty. exclia .». ;i!i';' v irh Jud*;-e Peliiam, of th.' nintli Jndi- 
eial <*ii-(a]ii. an<l he went to (.rcen.e Cnniity. 1 lir.-i v/ent to Ivandolnh (Canity r the 
Jiandolph conrt v/as only one week; evi'ryining ]>a.^sed ofi" i)h-asantly, and there was 
no difli{ ulty in enforcing t he laws t hen'. As i l.-arned t I;ere, tliere liad [nevionsly I wcn 
a raid, by wliat is kn<^wn asth<» J^Ci-Kbix organi/.ai ion. n])on some le-gro.-s who had h !t 
one part ol' (he connty and be: ]i enndoyed in anovli a- iMtrtion l;n.o\v;i a,-; C.irn Ho;: ' 
(yreek, 1 tbi'.i; : thai b er 1 ha' i-a:.i niei . a nam by t'; - nane- < d' b"W'-." -e. fro'ii a'a ■ i- r 
e(>n!i'y, wiio hi.'. ])eea, bron^ht U]) t!i"re, as tiny. -aid, to re ■ the l.ibor — r 

he had tome {^.er • a 'vnal <;i naen had e',>iiie in an:l ' 'an otf a IVe •(! ;■ in li-^'ti a ida:,*a- 
Tioii own, 1 by ;: ] »"y. ftlilnh: I do not r^ ■ne"!ib a' li - name. ^• ';.n a . t tins mao 
lar-.". r; nee wa.a s:r; in y; in tin' ]n)u.>i' ol' a. mini.->ita' i)y i be name of Tnl,- •, an. I h > was ^ li- ' 
at, the joaid iia.; si.; ;- just over his forehe id. There" laal not, at tJnit tim a b -en any i'wi - 
tlaa- demeaistrations in tlnit connty. I cliarg-ed tic grand jnry in re*" r(a!(a' to th(;'e 
mattc^rs, arid said to tlieai esix-ciadly, that if rhey knew «)f any \ iolaJi ais of the la v 
ami failed t«> disclan'ge their dnty, if tlie evi l-'nee vras snliiei(M;t to s:u;>iy i!i:'m wb.o 
were p'/rsons who liad i^erpeii-ated the ()}iens(\ tli'. n tliey tlaans-.-lves onld be lia- 
ble, in tile o]>inion < f the conrt. to indictm'ait under the (aitbreenaar bill of (.'oiigress. 
The grand jnry Avorked faithfully, mnl. 1 think, they found indictments against ('er- 
tain otfendi'rs in that connty. I was told by ]n-ominent citiz-ais there that so far a^s 
these outrages were concerned the people did not need any protection, either from the 
State or from the United States. 

(Jin-Hihr,i. Tliat was in IJandolph County ? 

^lusim\ Yes. sir. They said they had told these parties tlnit if they commenced their 
work ag;iin they wonhl consid(U- ir an act of wa.r: that they would take measures, and 
they did take measmv^. to form C()mpani«vs (d the best citizens there t^* detVanl them- 
selves. Tliat is in the county which furnished the most soldiers for the First Alal)ama 
liCgiment, I think, in the Federal service. In Clay County, which was the next county, 
there was no diiliculty in holding the court. I was tohl that there had been, and I 
think the records so show, sonic eight murders in that county, of white men, Avithin 
the last twtdve or fourteen months. Some of the parties charged with the olfenses 
were under indictment, and some had escnj^ed. I know of no diftlculty in enforcing 
the laws in that county. The paper published in my county, in speaking of the burn- 
ing of my mill, said that from the best information they had it was insured for double 
the amount of its value. The fact is, that it was not insured for a dollar. Statements 
were made in that paper, in one issue that I saw, that republicans, that radicals could 
not hold office there; that the peox)le would not tolerate them. When I was appointed 
registrar of my county, and chairman of the board of registration, before I took the 
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positiou of circuit jndgo, I went to one of my ncij^libors, wbo had been a member of 
the Bcees&ion convention, and who was a physician and a very talented man, and stated 
to liim that I did not want to take the position of reo-istrar ; that I came there to raise 
cotton and not to take any official position. He told me that he thought I liad better 
take it; that I had been there planting and knew the negro better than strangers 
would know liim, and that if I did not take it some stranger v/ould come in and take 
it. I did so, and then it was necessary to appoint some colored man on the board ; 
tliat was the law, or rather the order of General Pope. I went to the probate judge 
of the county, Judge Bailey, told liim what the order was, and asked him to recom- 
mend some good colored man to me. He reconnnended Daniel Wilson, who, he said, 
was as good a negro as tjaere was in the county. He stated further, as a recommenda- 
tion of the negro, that he had for some twenty years been a member of the same 
church with hnu. In going over the county and registering, I alwaj^s told the people 
the object of. the registration, and I always urged upon the freedmen to become good 
citizens, and to be faithfal to their contracts. I also told them, both in public and in 
private, that they could never expect to get homes for themselves until they had 
worked and earned money to pay for them. We had no difficulty in registering the 
counties, going over both counties. After the registration I sent this man Wilson, under 
orders from the superintendent, with the notice for the (dectiou. He went up to a little 
town called Pelhaui, about nine miles from where I live. There were some parties 
there, white men, who persuaded him to drink with them, as he afterwards said ; I 
know not the truth of it. Ho thinks they drugged the liquor, for when lie had got 
about a mile from there two men accosted him, a white man and a colored man, and 
one of them tired at him and wounded him, the bullet just passing through his coat. 
He fell and then they attempted to cut his throat, and he Avas saved only by a very 
heavy beard that he had. I sent for him and took him on my place. I kept Mm there 
at work. There was intense bitterness of feeling against the constitution in the elec- 
tion for the adoption or rejection of the constitution. I held the election in Choctaw 
County. There was a sergeant with seven soldiers there. I then thought, and I still 
think,'that there would have been an attempt to break up the election there if there 
had not been an arrival of a recnforeemeut of United States troops, consisting of a 
lieutenant and some seventeen men. There was some drunkenness there, although ib 
was contrary to orders, and one old man attempted to go into the office with his knife 
drawn, stating that if there was to be a difficulty he wanted to have a fair tight. 
That bitterness, however, w^ore away very much. During the first two j^ears I held 
court there, there was no bitterness' manifested there, none at all so far as I was per- 
sonally concerned. 

Question. In your judgment and belief, oat of what has grown this bitterness and op- 
position to the exercise of the official duties of the persons in those counties ? What 
is your belief on that subject f 

Jtfsivcr. I think the bitterness has grown- out of the fact that Ave were republicans, 
and in favor of the reconstruction acts of Congress. 

Qucsiion, Upon what do you base that belief f 

AnsH'cr. I base it upon the fact that in conversation with those men, prominent men , 
of my own county, in speaking of those reconstruction acts — when the constitution 
was formed there was an oath in which it was required that every man should swear 
that he would accept the political and civil equality of all men ; and thathewcmld 
not injure or attempt to injure any person in his atdiatioii with any political party — 
one man, whom I now have in my mind particularly, asked me if I thought any white ^ 
man could take such an oath ? I remarked to him that I not only thought so, but be- ' 
lieved that in less than one year they Avould do so; and in less than one year every one * 
did take that oath. I had heard men, when speaking of certain persons against whom ^ 
there was great bitterness manifested, say that they had no objection to them except 
on account of their political principles. And I have noticed furthermore that this hos- 
tility has not been confined to men of bad character ; but it has been against men no 
matter what their character — generally the better the character the more bitter the 
hostility. 

Question. You have spoken of some resolutions passed in Choctaw County requesting * 
you to resign, and giving the reasons for that request. 
Jnswer. First in Sumter County. 

Question. Will you state whether the democratic members of the bar there had given 
you any ])rivato expression of their belief in your qualifications for the discharge of 
your duties. 

Jmwcv. A former judge of the court, Judge Cobbs, who w^as appointed by Governor 
Parsons under the ])rovisioual government, and afterwards elected, in the fall of IrfivS, 
atter 1 hml qnalilied, published, in tlie Eutaw Whig, a notice, which 1 have in this (tity, 
stating that he no longer considered the order, No. 100, (I think that was the order,) 
binding iipcui him, and that ho should go on to hold court there as usual. 

Question. What was the order you refer to ? 

Aimvcr. An order installing officers. 
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By Mr. Van Trump: 
Qifcstion. A uiilitaiy order ? 
Ansiver. Yes. sir. 

By the Ciiaikmax : 

Quc.^tion. Issued by tlie military enniiuniider, after tl»e ndo])tioii of the eoustitution ? 

^l}i>iircr. Yi^s, sir; it ay.is iiud'/r that onU'rtlie ^^tati^ ^■overnmeiit went into operatioii. 
Tlie (Section ooenrred in ]Mareli, and it vras not until .Inly that the Stale government 
Avent into o]>eration. When I held the court there in the s]uini;" J had a eouv<u'satioii 
Avith tlie judjj,(^ ; he was very fi-iendly with me ; indeed <'very mend)er of ihc har was. 
I stated to the jud<;e, jocularly, that the I'eason why I did uot hohl th«^ eoui'ts the fall 
before was, tliat I saw the ut)ti<'e in the ]ia])ers that he was ,i^oini;' to hold them, and I 
did not think it UvH/essaiy to liav<' two Jnd;j;es to hold the same eoni'i. Ih^ tlu-n re- 
mjiikfd that in case the d<>uioeratie ticket had bee»i eleetcnl Ik^ i)i()])osed t<» try the eon- 
.stitntionality of those acts, and it was with that view la^ hatl <.>,iven Udtiee thai ho 
would hold the courts. 1 ou^ht to state that last fall, when I went \ o (Jreeu<' (.'ounty, 
I had a note handed m<% si<;-ned by thii-e members of the bar, ('hancell(?i- ('lark, ^Ir. 
]\lor_ii'an, 1 tlii]dc, and Mr. C'olenmu, statin:;- tlmt they wished to uuM-t me in C'lnmeellor 
Clark's otlice. I went thci'(^ immediately and met them. Tliey said they had had a. 
nieetiuLj; befoi'(\ in tlie mornini;', and had come to the conclusion that it v.e.s not best 
to have the court held that fall. I asked them why, and they sai<l that a v,iiite man's 
house, Hem. Ch'oss, I think th(> uanu^ was, had receidly been tired into, and th<M*e was 
<;'reat excitement. One gentleman st:ited that he doubted wlu'ther parties au<l wit- 
nesses would leaA'c theii* bonu^-i. I stated to them fraulvly that tla^ law «;;jv<' me only 
three excus(\s for not holding court : one was, sickness of myself; anotlier, th<' sickm'ss 
of my family, and Uie third, an epiflemic, ami tliat neither of those eauscvs cxistiMl. I 
furtli(M'ni<u'(^ statiMl to them tlnit I would hold the couit from 10 o'clocl; in tlu' ukh'u- 
ing till t> o'clock i»i tiu' afternoon : and that then if i):u i ies woukl go home an<l stay 
there I thought there w(udd be no dist ni'banc<> ; that if tlicre was viol<Mice and ci-inu"- 
in the comity, that ANas only an aihlitional r<\-ison why the court sliould l>e held, and 
giand juri''s should })e organized; l)ut that it' they, repn'seiit ing the nceml)ers of the 
bar, would ]>ut th(ui' mimcss t(^ a ]>ai>'M' stat ing that the coiulition of (irccne ('ouuty 
v.as su<'li that the court could uot be IxOd tliere, so that I couhl tbrward it to the gov- 
erm)r of the Srate, or to the Trcsident id" the Tnited States, 1 would then act upon it. 
The chancellor said, "We will do lu) su(di thing.'' He then agreed wiih me that the 
court had lietter be lield. We went on and h<4d the court, and ther<^ was no dilticuity 
at all. and no mnnifcstation of an outl)reak. 

(JtKsfion. AA^as there anything in the charactiU* of the cases to bi^ tried nt tlu^ au- 
]U'oaching term of tluit court calculated to give rise to any such t'eeiing in tiu^ commu- 
nity 

Aic^iViV. There vras only this occurrence that had happened before, in inference to the 
sp<'aking at a ])<diti«*al iiKH'ting at Ihttaw ; that had oc<Mirred ])efore tlie c»)urt. 

(^'in>i(i(ut, Thnt had happened before this intervi(^w you are uow s[)eaking of with 
Chancellor Clai'k and otlu'rs ? 

Jiisinr. Yes, sir. 

(JiiisliDif. 1 um spenking generally of your district. Was tluM-e anything in tlu^ cases 
that were expected to be tried, or that were tried in your courts, calculated to call forth 
such trelings 

JnhU'cr, 1 do not think there was; I do not know that there was. 

fjucstiou. IIav<^ you known of instauc<>s in youi* district in v>'hich there have been 
convictions of jx-rsons charg(Ml with the olfense of whipping or sliooHng persons, when 
tliey were disguised f 

JnH(vc)'. No convictions that I know of : I do not kuow of a single eas(\ 

Qursiion. Have there been any trials ? 

J)i>iii-c)\ Xo trials, and I think no indictnnuits in my courts. This indictment, to 
which I have already referred, in the case of arson in Sumter County; there has been 
uo trial in that cas(^ yet in that county. 

Qucsilon. Were there any trials in either Clay or Randolph County when you v^er(^ 
holding cotn t tliero as the judge of that circuit ? 

J)(!^tc(V. Thei-(^ was one trial there, wluue two j^arties pleaded guilty; but i!i thnt 
case it ajijieared that tiiey were not disguised. It was a case of lynching, v. here om^. 
man i)ersua(h>d four other young men to go with him and whi]> a negro wonutu, for the 
purpose of driving her out'of the county. It was stated that she had had a Avhite child, 
and had stated that the uncle of this young nuiu was the father of tlie child. Tlujt 
ai)penr<Hl in the testimony. The young nuin who plead guilty stated that iifter he Avas 
made nearly drunk tbis young man told him he would give him s5 if he would whip 
that negro woman, and he did so. 

Qiit:>itio)(. In either of your circuits were there jury trials for crimes ordinarily occur- 
ing in a community f 

A)ib'ive)\ There were. 
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Question. Was tliow auy dimciilty in administcriiij? justice in tliose cases ? 

J«s?rn-. No diliicnlty at all. , ^. •, , . . 

Qiustion. Was there auy aifliculty in identifymrr, apprelieuiling, and bringing to .ins 
tiee in vonr di.strict i)ersons charged with such oilenses? 

Answer. 1 do not think there was where there was no pohtical bearing. 

(htestion. So far as yon liavc been informed^ what number of offenses have ocenrred 
throno-hont your circuit, of the character to which I liavc referred ; offenses committed 
by meii armed and in disguise, who rode at night ? Have you had occasion to look into 

that matter ? , ^ , ^ . . ^ , , , 

Answer. I have not had occasion to do so; I coukl not state Irom my personal knowl- 
edge. 

By Mr. Van Troip : 

Question. Do you mean that no crime committed in that region, growing out of polit- 
ical matters, committed by bands of men, has been i)rosecuted and punished i 
Answer. I do not mean that. 
Qnesiion. Well, committed by men in disguise? 
Answer. I do not mean that. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. In the administration of justice, then, is there practically any obstacle in 
any cases other than those of offenses committed by armed bands of disguised men ? 
Answer. I think not. 

Question. Have they been, or can they be, brought to justice ? 

Answer. They have not been ; Idoubt very much whether they can be now. Althougli 
I can say that in the county of Pickens, when I last held court, there had been a very 
marked miprovement in the sentiment of the comnnmity in reference to the enforce- 
ment of law and order. 

Question. To what do you attribute that improvement ? 

Answer. To the fact that men in disguise have gone outside of the political scoi^e of 
offenses, have gone to parties who had affiliated with themselves in politics, and have 
endeavored, for mercenary motives, to drive them out of the country. One case that I 
have in my mind i)articular)y is that of a man by the name of Moore, in Pickens 
County. He had advanced money largely, and taken mortgages ; he received a no- 
tice ordering him to leave the couuty within five daj's; he consulted a lawyer, and 
]niblished a card stating that he would not leave, and that they could find him. lie 
told me himself that for some time after that ho had twelve men with shot-guns 
guarding him. Another case that occurred in ^Marengo County was the case of a man 
from Ohio, who was engaged in teaching a school upon a plantation owned by a prom- 
inent citizen there — ilr. Glover. ;Mr. Glover was opposed to the republican party, and 
always had been; he was one of the trustees of the county, and had hired this man to 
teach there, and had him to assist him in keeping his books. Not hmg since a party . 
of ten men came and took him out, stripped him, beat him, and ordered Iiim to leave. 
Mr. Glover published a card in the paper denouncing the thing, and told the young • 
man to stay with him, and he would protect him. 

Question, li'd'i the legislation of Congress in reference to this class of offenses had any 
effect on public sentiment, or ])ublic action in reference to them? 

Answer. I think it has had a very fovorablo effect. In conversation with certain 
gentlemen in the different counties they have stated to me that while there was a , 
great deal of clamor against it outside, yet really very large numbers of people were . 
in favor of it, for the reason that if the State government could not reach such char- 
acters, then they wanted the United States Government to do it. In regard to this 
convention, I omitted to state 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Qnesiion. Which convention ? 

Answer. The convention in Sumter County, which passed some resolutions to which 
the chairman referred a few minutes since. Those resolutions were sprung upon tlu) ^ 
meeting without 'ciny previous notice. One of the members of the convention pub- 
lished a note stating that the meeting was not called for that purpose, and that he was 
opposed to it. At the time I Avent to Mobile a rumor was started that I had resigned 
and had gone to Washington ; a former judge immediately had a petition signed for 
his appointment, and sent it to three of the most i)i'omiuent men in his own county, 
one of whom. Judge Reavis, had been formerly judge of the court, and is the author 
of a digest; those men refused to sign it; and there were members of the bar, in the 
other counties, who stated that no amount of partisan feeling would permit them, or 
would force them, to consent to the change. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Do you believe that, upon the whole, there is an improvement in the ttis- 
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position of tlif^ people to suLmit to the lfiw,l)otli State and national, and toa^^sistin \t>i 
pi'ojxT admiiiislration / 
.liisinr, 1 lliink there is. 

^^'i'j.siiov. You tliink there is a hetter &tate of feeling novr than there Avas some months 
ago / 

Answer. Yrs, sir. 

1) y ^Ir. Pool : 
Qi'v-^lrhH. J)o you njean in all the c'onnties? 
Aiunrr. In the eonnties in -svlileh I have been. 

liy Ihe CiiAiiniAX : 

Oiicstiou. In the eonutitvs of your ciicnit ^ 

Anyirrr. in the coniitirv of niy eireuit. 1 ennnot speak pariienlarlv of ( Jreem^ County, 
for 1 haV4^ not been there h'Jely. In my eouiity Ihore ;ire (li\'isious among ihv ])nrti -s 
Avlio liiivr !)'/('U u>ing- Ili!-se illegal menus of getting olheeis or.t of otiiei\ whieh te!:d to 
diseoiieeit them, lor instaiiee. j'.t this iiU'ctnig in ^vhieh th<'y resolved 1 iial: all t tie 
rv']uiblie;in (t^;i'•el•'^ slii)uM re:-igi:, <)m^ of tlieir iiumii.'r g'ot up :i pel i; ion to obiain the 
ai)|)oiiitiii; i!i oi" ])i'ob:ite Judge. Tl'ere were s.'venil otii -r ea:!did. (es, and th.-y v/eic 
incv used it 'cau-^e did not submit his ehiims to tlu' eonvent ion : and t.)-d:iy they 
jnopitsf t ) have a eonvenlion to i)ass resolutions that lu- sh;:]! resign. On the <hiy the 
eoni't !id.jonrn( (l for the rejison tJiat Ihe sherilf resigned, it v.as ^tat<<l in v'hoetaw 
county t iiai if the radical oilie<>rs di<l not resign by llie iirst day of 2\iay they ^vould Ifc 
nmrdered. 

]|v :\lr. Tool: 

QiKslion. Last Ymy ? 
yl/<.S('C(r. Yes, sir. 

By the CiiAiKMAX : 

Qucsiioii. Is that improvement in ]>ublic sentinnnit to whieh yon have Referred sueli 
that a man may now express and advocate Ins political s(.'ntiments tln*ough that dis- 
trict without inctirriug p(>rsonal danger / 

Ajisiccr. I do not think lu^ can do it now. 

QfKxiitni. ] >o yon riiean ])y that that no man of cither party can do so ? 
Aii'.sinr. "NO; J do not mean tlie.t no man of cither ])arty can do s{). I mean thai a 
rei)ubliean cannot <lo it Vv ith safety a.t the i)rcsent Time. 
^^/||l,sti^nl, 1 am sjjcaking of ttHM^)resent tim(\ 

Aity-i'-a: And y<'t I v»ould not ^.ay that a majority of the people woidd l)e in favor of 
any of Ux . c vioh'Ut riK^asures. 1 ih) not tidnk they are. 

QuisdoiL Do Hicy assist in re})ressing them, either by tlaMbrce of tli'Av i!iilucnee, or 
in comi>c11i!ig l(\gal measnres against tliem 

Auhncvr. 'riiey have mjt taken any active part thus far, exce])t in the one county I 
have mentioned. I only judge of the ctieet of their intluencc by the resnlts, basing my 
infereiK'c upon the supi)osition that the grand juries retlect tlie jjubiie sentimi'ut. 

Qne^ilan. Dotss this condition of political feeding to which you have rid'crred inter- 
fere with tile civil rights of par(ies in the adnninstration of justice, for instance, in 
cases arising n[)on contracts, or wlier(> there is a contested title to land, or anything of 
that st)rt t 

.intiiccr. I do not think it does. 

r.y :\Ir. Tool : 

Question. ?^u])posc a colored man is a party in such a case ? 
.liiyiccr. I think tliat would make a ditrerenc(^ 

By the CiiAimiAX : 
Question. AVhat would be the dift'enmee ? 

Au><urr. 'J'he difference would be in favor of the v/hitc man. The same degree of 
evidence would not secure a verdict for a colored man that would ibr a v.diite mati : 
nor v.-ould it take the same amount to convict a colored man that it would to convict 
a v»-hite man. 

By ^Ir. Van TtiUMr: 

Quc'<iion. Do yon nn^an the same degree of Avhite testimony or of colored testimony ? 
Answer. White testimonj'. 

By the CiiAimiAX : 

Qnc-stioii. lias there hccn, or is there now, any attempt at violence to interfere witli 
tile due administration of justice in cases other tlian those to which you have referred, 
re(iuirii;g the otticeis themselves to resign ? 

Ansi'.er. I do not think there is. 
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Qu€stio7i. Has there been anything done bearing upon individual cases to prevent the 
trial of particular cases ? 

Jtiftivn: There Avas one case in Pickens County, where a man came to have a con- 
testrd iudgnient set aside which had been rendered at the last term \)f the court for 
his faiiing'^to be there. He stated that the reason he had not been there was because 
an armed baud of disguised men came to him and told him that if he came there his 
lilb would be in danger. 

Question. Was that because of anything connected with the case, or from its rela« 
lion to other events ? 

JuMWtr. I tliink it was from something connected witb the case. 

Question. IIoAv fur is your residence from the town of Meridian, in Mississippi? 

Ausu'cr. About thirty-eight miles. 

By ]SIr. Pool : 

Question. You said there was something connected with the case to which you have 
just referred which afiected the presence of the party. What was it ? 

Anstver. I thinlc this party was a defendant in the case. A man had been prosecutor 
and had secured an indictment against that party and another. From the statement 
made to me at the last court, I judged this party did not want that defendant to conic 
there; and I judged so also, not only from his own testimony, but from the fact that 
the prosecutor was not there himself, and the case was dismissed as to this party, and the 
prosecutor was taxed wildi the costs. I do not know that in that case there was any 
political significance, of my own knowledge. 

By the Ciiaikmax : 

Question. Recurring now to the question I put to you, as to the distance yon live 
from the town of Jtleridian : have any of the- parties who took part in the proceedings 
there, from your county, or from any of the counties in your district, been identified 
as persons who went over into Mississippi and participated in the riot at Meridian f 

Answer. 1 do not know that any parties in my county have been identified, nor do I 
know, of my own knowledge, that any have been identified from any of tlie other 
counties in my circuit. 

Question, Did a man by the name of Renfro take part in any of the proceedings 
there ? 

Answer. I was approached by this man, Renfro, during the last fall term of the court 
in Sumter County. I was iipproached by him and another party. I learned before I 
went there that I would be approached by somebody, I did not know the name then, 
and required to make an explanation of certain statements that had been made to me. 
The i^revious summer t^e circuit clerk had been forced to resign in that county ; at 
least he sent me his letter of resignation, in wliich he stated that it was necessary for 
him to resign in order to save his life. His name was Price. I was a delegate to the 
State convention. When I went there I had a conversation with Colonel Herndon ; 
I do not recollect the particulars of the conversation, but it was in reference to the re- 
publican meeting held in Livingston and the manner in w^hicli it had been |)re- 
vented. He made a statement that some person had placed a pistol at Bob Reed's 
breast — Reed was a prominent negro and connected with the convention — and had 
driven him out of the town. 

Question. I only wished to get at the fact whether this man Renfro had taken part in 
any of the violent xn'oceedings at Meridian,. 

Answer. I have been informed that he was connected with the proceedings at Merid- 
ian ; but I do not Imow that. 

Question. What is his first name ? 

Answer. I cannot tell ; I might remember it if it was suggested to me, but I cannot 
call it to mind now. 

By Mr. Van Trvmv : 

Question. In order to get at a correct and full statement of the condition of affairs in 
these different portions of the South, what, in your opinion, would be the best means, 
both as regards the getting of information and'^tho cheapest mode of doing it— to go 
down to those places, or to sit here, as a committee, and examine witnesses summoned 
from the South ? 

Answer. So far as the expense is concerned, I do not know that I could answer. 
Question. Well, so far as getting at the truth is concerned ? 

Answer. I think you would bo quite as likely to get at the truth to have the witnesses 
couiohere; I judge so from the fact that in certain localities witnesses who know 
would be afraid to testify. 

Question. Wliy would they be more afraid to testify there than here? 

Answer. I do not know^, unless because the danger there would be more immediare. 
I know that in tho investigations there there were witnesses who had previously made 
certain statements, and when they came before the grand juries they did not make the 
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sr. me staloirjcnts : and tlicy afterward stated tliat the reason was tliat they were afraid 
to <lo sf). I do not know, thon.irli, that that wonld be tlie ease now. 

(Jucfnion. You think, then, the only diilerenee would be that whatever dan<;er there 
miiiht be would he more immediate there. If tlie faet ^Yas known to tln^ witne*-ses 
that whatever testimony they gave here would be x>ublished, would it make any tlif- 
ferene ' ! 

J.ny.i''()\ I think at that time it would : if the testimony vs\as to be published imme- 
diately, perhaps it wonld not make mueh dilieivnce. 



^VASIII^'GTox, D. C, June I'J, 1^71. 

LEWIS E. PAK^OXS recalled and examined, 
liy th«^ CilAiiLMAN : 

OiusCion. Ju(l<^(^ Luther 11. Smith, in his testiuiony, made the statement that some 
pnblic meetings heid In his district had ado])ted resolutions re([nestiug hiui to resiucn, 
;xiviug as one of the reasous for nuiking tliat request that he was iuc(uupetent. Will 
you state Vv-heth'T you are :ic(pnnnted with Jndi!;e Smith, and with the reputation he 
bears in the profession and in the eonnnunity wliere he r(^sides ? 

AnsH'o: 1 never saw Judge Sniitli on tlie l)ench until our courts just passed ; lie held 
a court in Clay County, in our State. That is a county in which 1 i)ractico regularly. 
I saw hiui during the (Uitin^ week, and had an opportunity to ()))serve closely his bear- 
ing as a Judge, and themanuer in which he transacted the business of the- (H)urt ; and 
1 had a pretty fair oi)i)ortnnity, from the character of the cases before hiiu, to judge 
soiuethingof his knowIedg(^ as a lawyer and as a judge, and 1 stat(% with no small d-.-- 
grce of conhdence, that he is a very able man as a judge, and, 1 think, imi)ress< d every 
one at tho bar with thatt;u;t, and with his impartiality and ])romptu(^ss in his decision^, 
a • well as with his gen(U'al accuracy. Of course, the counsel that loses takesexcei)tions, 
but the general sentiment was that he was a fair and impartiaJ Ju(lg(', as well as an 
able one. 

(jHisfion. Do you know what his repjitation is in the ])rofcssion in the district where 
he resides? 

J»s7rrr. I do not know i)ersonally, because I do not practice in that part of th;* 
State, but I jjave heard it said that it was V(^ry good. I have seiMi the proecM'dings of 
]uiblic me»^tings re(]uesting him to resign, because of his incoui[)et<'ncy and geueravl 
'nn]iopularity. 

l'>y Mr. Van Tijump : 

(JiH -tiou. 1 }() you know wh<'ther Judge Smith. Avhile on the l)ench, has mingled inetty 
largely in-the x)olitical aifairs of tlu^ State there 

^lii'^H't r. Not of my i»ersoual knowledge. I nnderstoo<l, in fact I heard him admit, 
that he jiresidc I as chairman of the State republican convention, at Sehna, in l^TO. 

(Jucxtion. While he was on tli-^ bench 

Jiisia r. While he held the uliice of circuit judge. 



Wasiiixgtox, D. C, June 13, 167L 

Rev. A. S. LAKIX sworn and examined. 
By the CiiATiniAX : 

Qac^tkn). In what part of Alabama do you reside, and how long have you resided 
there ? 

Auiiircr. I reside in IIuntsvill<\ in the northern part of Alabama; I have resided 
thei'c live y(\irs and about eight mouths. 
Question. What is your i)rofessi()n ■ 
Ansurr. 1 am a minister of the-gt'spel. 
(^>ue8fwn, Of what denomination ? 
Anfiwer. Of the Methodist Episcopal ehurch. 

(JneHtion. Will you now [)ro( eed to give us your knowledge and observation of the 
organization au<l operations of what is known as th(^ Ku-Klnx Klan in Alabama during 
your residence there ? Give ils as succinct a statement as you can of such occurrences 
as have fallen nnder your own observation. 

Answer. In the fall t>f Ir^GT I was api)uinted to the Montgomery district. 

Question. xVs a preacher or as ]>residing elder / 

A}tbieer. As presiding elder. We were then a missionary conference ; but our re^Dorts 
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were obstructed, our drafts were abstracted, and our preachers were in suffering eir- 
cumstances. I was ordered by Bishop Clark to go out on a roving connnissiou, with 
the names and amounts duo each ])residiug ehler and each preacher in each of the 
presiding ehler districts. The drafts were forwarded to me and I cashed them, and, in 
my saddTe, I traveled six liuudred and fifty miles, through the mountains and valleys, 
permeating almost every portitm of Northern Alabama. In my travels I put up with 
Fonie of tlie leading men of the State, and learned from them this fact: that they never 
would submit ; that they never would yield; they had lost their property, their repu- 
tation ; and, last and worst of all their faiti'eriugs, their slaves were made their equals, 
or were likely to be, and perhaps their superiors, to rule over them. In extended con- 
versations with them I inquired how wo would help ourselves. They said there was 
an organization already very extensive, and that would spread over the fSoutheru 
States, that would rid theni of this terrible calamity. I stated that we would be 
arrested and punislnnl ; that the Government would visit upon us probably heavioi^ 
judgments tinin any we had expc^rieneed. They said they could rule that and control 
'it. I asked hovr, and tlu^y replied, Why, suppose a man drops out here" — meaning 
that tliey would kill him— while that is being investigated, auotlier v»-ill drop out 
liere and' there and ^vender, until the cases are so frequent and numerous tliat we v»ill 
overwhelm the courts, and nothing can withstand the omnipotence of popular senti- 
ment and public opinion." I gathered these f:icts from various sources ; they seemed 
to be patent. On my arrival at Huntsville, after this long and tedious tour, I learned 
of the organization of the Ku-Klux Klan. It answered precisely the description, and 
seemed to answer precisely the design expressed by these leading men. In the autumn 
or in the suunner of the year 1868 1 was elected iiresident of the State University. 
Early in the month of September myself and Dr. N. B. Cloud, State Buperintendenfc of 
public instruction in Alabama, went to Tuscaloosa td take charge of the State Uni- 
versity, which had been in a condition of controversy and very much disconcerted. 
On the following day I saw notices — Ku-Klux notices, several of them — warning cer- 
tain men living in the town to leave the country. As we passed along the streets we 
Iieard unearthly sounds. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 
Question. In the day-time ? • 

Answer. Yes, sir ; in the day-time; men screaming, and groaning, and grunting, evi- 
dently ilitended as llings and insults to the doctor and myself. Professor Wyman, the 
acting ])resident, refused to sniTender the keys of the university. Everything indicated 
to mo that it was not safe to remain in the town. I ordered my horse and drove rapidl;^ 
eight miles toward Hnntsville, and reached my quarters after night, the same place 
where 1 had stopped three nights J)efore. My horse was placed in a new position and 
my buggy moved out of sight. While seated on the veranda, about 9 o'clock, I heard 
tlie footsteps of numerous horses ; my host said to me Sit still f and they swept past, 
probably twenty-live hor$emen, the men disguised, and a rope around the neck of one 
of the horses. 

By the Chairman : 
Quesiion. Did the men carry arms ? 

JDs^i'cr. Yes, sir; they seemed to have pistols belted around them. In the morning 
the gentleman directed mo by a by-road around this point of danger ; they supposed I 
would stop at a public house four miles further on. 

By Mr. Van Tr^mp: 

Quesiion. Who do you mean by " they?" You say "they supposed" you would stop 
at a public house. 

Answer. The band that was pursuing, and I was sent around. In the moniing this 
gentleman and another man told me that they saw and heard enough in the town to 
know that 1 was to bo Ku-Kluxed that night, to be hung. And in 'the morning there 
were three colored men in the back veranda, with pistols and guns, for my protection. 
A day or two after there was an issue of the Tuscaloosa Monitor that will illustrate the 
facts to which I refer. I hold in my hand a copy of the Cincinnati Commercial, of Sep- 
tember 19, l>-:o8, in which is copied the article from the Tuscaloosa Monitor, which I 
sent to them. It contains a fac simile of the cut, which was published broadcast with 
the reading matter of the issue. 

By the Chairman: 

Qimiion. You say that cut and that article appeared in the Tuscaloosa paper? 
Avswer. Yes, sir; two days after I left that city. 

QueM'wY}. Do you desire to have that incorporates! into your testimony ? 

Answer Yes,*sir ; I do. The person represented in the cut, hanging fVom the limb of 
a tree, with a carpet-bag in his hand, on which is the word Ohio," is intended to rep- 
resent myself. A mule, with the letters K. K. K." on its side, is walking away fiom 
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under mo. Tlie tiill man represented as liaiif;inf]j tliere with me is intended for Dr. 
Cloud, And there is space ou tlie limb for all Obioans after tbe 4tli of Mareb. 

By Mr. A^vx TiiUMP : 
Question, How do you know that is intended for you ? 
Anaivcr, Tbe reading so represents, 

[Tbe following are tbe extracts referred to by tbe witness : 



[From the Inilepondoiit Monitor, Tuscaloosa, Alabama, Septomher 1, 18(58.] 
A PEOSFECTIYE SOGNE IX THE CITY OF OAKS, 4Tn OF MARCH, 18G9. 




" Hnn.ir. enr.s, l)ai»,!x! ***** T/?r?r complexion i.^ prrfcrt jciillowR. Stand fa.xt, jrord 
fate, to ^/leir lianuinic ! ***** 11 they be not born to be lian{;e(], our case ia miserable." 

Tbe above cut rei^resents tbe fate in store for tb<»se great ])ests of Sontbern society — 
tbe ear])et-l);igg('r and scalawag — if found in Dixie's land after tbe break of diiy on tbe 
4tli of Marcli next. 

Tbe fjnnis' e:ir])et-ba!j:i2:er is a man witb a lank liead of dry bair, a lank stomacb, and 
bv.ig ](.os. club kiices, and s]»lay i'cct. dried legs, and bmk jaws, witb eyes like a (isli and 
iMOiitb iik<^ a sbark. Add to tliif a babit of sneaking and dodging aixtnt in nidaiown 
l)bM'('s,babiting witb negroes in (lai k dens and back streets, a l(»ok like a botind, and tbe 
sni(01 of a polecat. 

"\V(»rds are wanting t<> do fnll Jnstice to tbe g* }n(>< sc:ib*nvag. He is a cm- v. itb a con- 
tracted bead, downwar<I look, slinldngand nn<>asy gait: sb eps in- tbe woods, like old 
Crossland, at tbe bare i(b a of a Kn-Kbtx raid. 

Our scalawag is tbe local leper of tbe conimnnity. FnJike tb(> ear])et-bagger, be is 
native, wbi(di is s(» nnicb tbe worse. Once be was respceti-d in bis circbN bis bead was 
lev<d, and be wonbl bK)k bis neigbbor in tbe face. Now. possessed of tbe itcb of oftice 
and tbe salt rbenm of radicalism, be is a mangy dog, slinking tbrongli tbe alleys, bunt- 
ing t]]e governor's ofiice. dctiling witb tobacco Juice tlie ste])s of tlie capitid, stretebing 
bis lazy carcass in tbe sun on tbe sqnare oi- tlie bcncbcs of tlu' mayor's couit. 

He waitetb ibr tbe tronbliiig of tbe political waters, to tbe end tbat b«' njay step in 
and be Iiealcd of tbe itcb by tbe ointment of oftice. F(»r oftice li<' " ]>nms/' as a toper 
•bams*" for tlie satisfying dram. F(»r(»f(ice, yet in ])rospective, iKHiatb bartered i-espeet- 
ability; batb abandoned l)usiness and ceasiMl to labor witb bis bands, bnt enijiloys bis 
feet kickln.g ont boot-beels against ]ami)-2)0st and corner-curb wbile discussing tbe 
question of ofiice. 

It requires no seer to foretell tlnMiu^vitable events tbat are to result from tbe coming 
fall election tbrougbont tbe S(mtbern States. 

Tlie un])r<M'edente<l reaction is moving onward witb tbe swiftness of a velocipede, 
witb tbe violenc(^ of a tornad(», and witb tbe crasb of an avalancbe, swe: ping uegroism. 
from tbc! face of tbe eartb. 

Woe, woe, woe to the inbabitants of Alabama wbo bave recently become squatter- 
8 
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Boverei^-ns, carpet-bags in hand, and they filled with dirty electioneering documents! 
And twenty times woe to those so-called southrons who have turned tlicir nan'ow 
heads, infnntessimal hearts, and filthy hands against the land of tlieir nativity! 

Hereafter, when future generations shall contemplate the fate that these white- 
skinned wretches had in store for us they will wonder at the extraordinary degree of 
forbearance manifested by us of the present dark day. 

But the happy day of reckoning with these white-cuticle scoundrels approacheth 
rapidly. Each and every one who has so unblushingly essayed to lower the Caucasian 
to a degree even beneath the African race will be regarded as hosiis sni genei'iSj and be 
dealt with accordingly if found hereabout when the time is^'ipe for action. 

The carpet-bagger already begins to snuff the coming ill-windj and is sneaking out of 
tlie country, a /rt Harrington, of Mobile. But wo hope some boreal stragglers may be 
left far from their " hums," to swing alongside of their meridional coadjutors in infamy. 

Wo candidly believe that the picture, given to our readers nt siq)ra, correctly repre- 
sents the attitude and altitude of all foreign and domestic foes of ouf laud who shall 
have the folly to remain down South " after the ides of March. The contract for hang- 
ing will be given to the negro, who, having mounted the carpet-bagger and scalawag 
on the mule that he diduH draAv at the election^, will tie them to a limb, and, leading 
the said mule from under them, over the forty acres of ground that ho also didn't get, 
will leave the vagabonds high in mid-air, a feast for anthropophagous vermin. 

j>. g. — It will bo seen that there is room left on the limb for the suspension of any 
bad Grant negro who may be found at the propitious moment. 

[From the Independent Monitor, Tuscaloosa, Alabama, September 1, 1868.] 

Scalawag Cloud, of Montgomery, and Carpet-bagger Lakin, of Nowhere, arrived here 
Thursday. Cloud, the radical jocky, comes as trainer of Lakin, the negro-loving jack- 
ass. The one is a long, slim creature of the natrix kind ; the other is a stout, pursy 
reptile of the genus hairacMa. Both would make first-rate hemp-stretchers. For fur- 
ther information, they may regard the wood-cut elsewhere. Next week we will give a 
more elaborate description of the varmints. We would not take a good deal for this 
fresh game. 

Later. — On Friday afternoon Lakin incontinently departed, by way of the Hunts- 
ville road. On Saturday morning Cloud also ''made tracks," in direction of Mont- 
gomery. It seems that these fellows had come here to take formal possession of the 
university iiremises. Professor Wyman, however, who is tlie real president of the insti- 
tution, so far objected to their proposed impudent procedure as to positively refuse to 
give up the keys. The two pretenders then opened their peepers as big as saucers, in 
wonder, and were sorely perplexed. We think Professor Wyman did exactly right in 
pursuing this bold course ; for he has thus saved the university from the everlasting 
stigma of having once been polluted by the obnoxious presence of a nigger-worshiping 
faculty, and of black and white spotted alumni.] 

By the CnAiRM.iNi 

Question. W^hat was the ground for refusing to surrender the university to yon ? 

Answer. Professor Wyman was elected by the board of regents president of the uni- 
versity ; he refused to accept the position on the ground that it was a radical, negro- 
loving concern, and he would have nothing to do with*t. I was elected to take charge 
of the university and put it upon its feet again, and upon that Professor Wyman re- 
fused to give up the keys. 

Question. How was he in possession ? By virtue of that i^revious election ? . 

Answer. No, sir ; by virtue of the former faculty. The president had left, and ho 
came into possession nominally, and then usurped the keys, and held on to the prop? 
erty and refused to surrender it. 

Question. Was this university a State institution, under control of State regents ? 

Answer, A State institution exclusively, and under the auspices of regents elected by 
the State. 

Question. Had ho been a professor previous to his election to'the presidency by the 
board of State regents ? ; 

Answer. Yes, sir, and acting president. They elected him president, and he peremp- 
torily refused to accept, and then he refused to surrender the keys. ' 

Question. Go on now with your narration of facts after you left tho house at which 
you stopped that night.* 

Answer. About two weeks before the presidential election a band of Ku-Klux, nine- 
ty-five in number, passed ray house, blowing their whistles : they made no hostile 
demonstration. 

Question. Was that in Huntsville? 

Answer. Tliat was in Huntsville; I had reached home then. On the Saturday night 
precedmg tho presidential election there wars a republican mass meeting in the court- 
house at Huntsville; distinguished speakers, our Senator and Congressman, wero 
present. . & 7 
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By Mr. Van Tiiu^rp : 
Qiusithn. What Soiiator ? 

Ansim'. Senator Spencer. At abont 10 o'clock about one bnndretVand llfty disgnisea 
men rode into tliv public square, from the southeast corner, and made a circle around 
\he square. They were followed by uumerons persons on foot, undisgnised. The 
disguised men had each a double-barreled gun or a carbine, lashed to his saddle, 
and each had two navy revolvers, carrying one in tlie right hand, as they passed 
around tlie square. The four gates were [ncketed by very strong forces of undisguised 
men. There is a tall iron fence there, with sharp pickets on the top. As the column 
})assed around to the point of entrance, tiring commenced at the north gate. 1 should 
judge, from where I stood, that there were i>robablj^ from seventy-live to one hundred 
or one hundred and twenty-live ])istols discharged. The Kn-Klux, by order of the 
Cyclops, wheeled into line of battle with the adroitness of veteran cavalry, and stood 
so for a few niinjites, until the man who commenced the tiring, Avho was undisgnistnl 
and on foot, was wounded in the lu^atl, when he ordered the liring stopped ; and in a 
few minutes after the Ku-Khix wheeled into line or into colunni and rode oil'. It was re- 
l)orted that theri^ were one Innuh-ed and lifty in reserve at the railroad foundery, and 
one hundred and iii'ty at the rinho(di bridge. Tlie foundery is about a (piarter and a 
half a (pnirter of a mile from the sipiare, and Pinhook bridge {ibt)nt Inilf a mile, prob- 
ably a trille over. Judge Silas TliurU)W, judge of ])rol)ate of tlie adj»)ining county of 
IJnu^stone, was wounded in the bowtds, and died thre(^ d;>ys after. A colored man was 
killed instantly, and two others very sev«nvly w(»unded in the m(h'v. The military 
were ordered out for the i)roteetiou of the i)eo,)le. Four Ku-lvhixes, or persons, were 
arrested with their disguises in their saddh'-))ags, and with all their arms. (Teneral 
Kuger disariiK'd them, and lianihMl them over to the civil authoriti<'s, taking chargi^ of 
their disguises and arms. The civil authorities htt them loose; they were rearmed by 
persons unknown to me, and went to tlie livery stables and forced the men th<'re to 
give up their horses, and then they disa[)peared. 

By the Ciiaiumax : 
Question. Was Judge Thuilow in attendance at that meeting ? 
Ans(ccr. Yes, sir. 

By !Mr. Stkvknsox : 
QkchIIoh. Was a i)ublie nie(^ting being held in the park at the time ? 
JitHicer. In the conrt-honse. 

(^>i(i.stio}i. Is tht^ court-liouse adjoining the sipiare ? 

Answer. The e(uirt-hous(^ is in the center of a sipiare ; it occupies a whole block, 
with streets and rows {»f Inuises all around it. 

Oiieafiott. Did the Ku-Klux iii e upon the i)eople there in the court-house ? 

^tnHiccr. The Ku-Klux did not lire at all : the i)ersons undisgnised on the streets 
did the liring, and the Ku-Klux were there as a reserve or a defense. It wa*> rumored 
through the streets and all (»ver the city, and it seemed to be tli(> general oi)inion, that 
they intended a general massacre. AU the leading men went to the military head- 
quarters for protection, and remained there while they were in town. As one instance 
1 will state that after the wounding of Judge Thurlow — he was a member of my 
church and a very near and dear friend — he sent a messenger to my door requesting 
me to go and see liiiii. I hastened to the street. My next-door neighbor and a ueigh- 
b"or across th(» street, and a young lawyer, were standing on the sidewalk. ^ly neigh- 
bor said, *' Mr. Lakin, where are yon going ?" I r(q)lied, " 1 am going to see Judge 
Thurlow.'' Said he, '"Don't you do any such thing; go l)ack into the liouse ; you 
v. ill be murderiHl if you go on the streets.'' He was seconded by another, and by a third 
party, and I returned and remained in my room. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Did you yourself take any public part in politics there ? 
Answer. Xot a word ; never opened my head on politics ; and I had never been in the 
meeting at all, for I was uotilied that there would be trouble. 

By Mr. Van Tuvmv : 

Question. Then all this description you have given of the firing there has been from 
hearsay ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I walked up to the square. I lived within about a block of the 
square, and when 1 heard the cry of Ku-Klux/' I walked up on tho square and saw 
the whole thing. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Could you sec against whom the firing was directed ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; from my stand-point I couhl not see. I have a document here that 
will describe mhiutely the parties who were present. 
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By the Ciiairmax : 
Question. What docnment is that ? . . , , 

JnswiT. It is an investigation by the State senate of the outrages in Ahabama. 

By Mr. Van Trcmp : 

Oucstiou. Bv the senate separately, or by a joint committee of the two houses ? 

Jusuci\ By a joint committee of the two houses, I think. The evidence I referred 
to is that ol* Senator Siblc}^, and also of the lieutenant governor of the State, Mr. 
Applegate, who is now deceased. That is a full description of it by persons who were 
ri;;ht by and saw the firing and the man who commenced the firing. I only give what 
I "saw. On Sunday I determined that I would go and see my friench Judge Thurlow, 
wlio liad sent a second messenger for me, and it was reported that lie was dying. On 
my return home three meu were standing on the corner, fiieing me, and as I passed 
them one of them exclaimed, calling my name, " God damn him, he ought to have had 
his old radical heart shot out of him last night." Th(\y were quite jocular over the 
exi)re.ssion and seemed to enjoy it. I passed on. On the 10th of the same month I 
had been seated by a front window during the evening, writing all the evening. It 
was a large bay-window, the only one in that part of the house. At 7 o'clock wo were 
called to supper; I left my lamp sitting in the same position, and my wife drew^ the 
curtains, which were very thin; the shutters were a little def(^ctive, so that the light 
could be seen from the street. After supper^ at about 8 o'clock, after snapping three 
caps, a gun, loaded to excess, exploded, and sixteen buck-shot passed through the shut- 
ters, the window, and the curtains, and struck on the wall i mmediately over the heads 
of myself and my family, between the ceiling and our heads. After a few minutes 
lull tiie colored people came in from the quarters and said there were two men in the 
rear witli guns at present arms. There were two passages out, the house standing on 
thv corner. The men jumped over the fence and ran olf in the direction of the parties 
that did the firing. Within thirty minutes it was announced in the northwest part of 
the city that old Parson Lakiu was killed," and the report went quite extensively 
over the country that I had been shot. 
By the CiiAimiAX : 

Question, Were those men disguised whom the negroes saw ? 

Jvsiver. The i)arties who were inside of the yard were not. 

Question, They were not disguised ? 

Ansmr. No. sir; the colored people stated that they were not. 

Question. Was that the direction you would have gone to hav^e escax)ed from the 
house, and away from the direction the firing came from ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; that was the ofily way of escape, except in the direction of the 
firing. About the I4th of the same month I was notified by a personal friend of mine 
that my life was in danger, and that I must leave the town ; that he had been notified 
by moderate friends of the opposite party that I would be assassinated, and as they 
did not waut the thing to occur, tin*}' had come to him to notify me to leave the jdaee. 
He was one of the most reliable men in the State, and one of my best friends. 

Question. Perhaps yon had better give us his name ? 

Answer. Hon. Joseph C. Bradley. I fled to the mountains and was a refugee for two 
months. ^My family kept me posted al)out the state of affairs. The second niglit aft(5r 
I h'ft, about 1*2 o'clock at night, there was a company formed on each side of my house, 
supposed by the family and others to consist of about fifty disguised men ; they drew 
up in line on each side of the hcmse. After they saw the lights passing the windows 
and some stir in tlic^ house, showing that they were discovered, they ordered a retreat 
and left. While in Winston County, during my refugeeing, I held a quarterly meeting 
at the cross-roads. On Sunday, at the close of the service, two men, known to be 
among the worst bushwhackers of the country in the time of the war, and then said 
to be among the leaders of the Ku-Klux, and desperate men, each with two navy 
revolvers lashed around him, infpiired if Paison Lakin was about the yard. 

Question. Can you give their names ? 

Answer. No, sir ; 1 cannot give their names now. 

Question. Do yon know them ? 

Answer. No, sir; I do not. 
By Mr. Van Tuump : 

Question. Then how do you know they were the most noted bushwhackers ? 

Answa: I said tliat was the reiiort in th(5 neighborhood ; they knew them there. 

Question. People about there knew them ? 

Ansu-er. Yes, sir. 

Question. Yon never ascertained their names notAvithstanding that fact? 

Answer. I ascertained their names then; I did make a minute of them at the time, 
but 1 do not reinemb(*r them now. 

Question. You considered it important enough to make a minute of them? * 

Avs^Ccr. I did; but since then my house has lieen burned, and many of ra>%most 
valuable books and papers have been lost, and it has not been convenient for me since 
then to see u re their names. 
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By the Chairman : 
Quesiiou. Go ou witli yonr statement. 

Anmrr. They iuqnired who that man was gettiiig into the hn«]fgy; they -were in- 
formed l)y persons standing aronnd tliat it was Parson Lakin. Xhey incinired if I was 
going to hold a meeting in the afternoon or evening anywhere in the phiee, and tliey 
were told no. They inquired where I was going to s})end the night, and were told 
that 1 would stop at ^Mr. ^laybury's. The men took a sliort ent down the road otf the 
mountain. Before dark a speeial messenger eame to me and informed me that those 
men srated they would get me as I left the jdaee. Mr. Maybury and liis three sons 
were in the Union army ; they wc^re each arnied with rilles and pistols, and their lionso 
was well provided for defense. The imjjression was that I wa.s the ohjeet of their 
search. In fact that was stated to otiiers, though I did not hear it ; bnt tln^ indications 
were very threatening. In the autumn of li^TO 1 was stopping at one of my friends* 
for a day or two, to get a little repairing done to my buggy. 

(Jiutftion. AYhere was that f 

Am^Hcr. In Bh)unt County, thirty-two miles south t)f lluntsvill<\ About 11 o'clock 
a man called upon my host, wi.shing him to go to the gate, and he declined. 

By Mr. Pool: 
Que-sfioH. Do you mean 11 o'clock at night ? 

Answer. Eleven o'clock at night. There was a stir from the cabinet shop ou the 
opjjosite corner. Three wagons had hauled u]) there to s[iend tlie nigiit ; it h)oked 
like it would be a rainy night, and my host had admitted tht-ni into the cabinet 
shop. They made a stir, and the i)ersons went out into the road. They reported 
about twenty-live disguised men in tlie road near the house, who consulted some 
little tinu'. wlu'ther tlu*y should make an attack or not. Jiut. I supjiose, fearing 
these men stopping there, supposing they woidd lie friendly to th«'ir host, they rode 
i>tt'. 'J'here had never been any Ku-Klux there betbre, and there has nevt r been 
any ther(> since that I know of. That was on the ►Sand Mountain. In the 
fall, in tiie uionthof September, I traveled from l)e Kalb County to (inntersville. in 
Marslndl County; left my horse on tin' b;iid<, and went on hoard of the boat to take 
])assage down the river in tlie morning. Al)out 9 o'clock tlH^re were t v.o volleys oi* 
l»istols fired within about two hundreci yards ot" the boat. The cajitain and myself 
were siting on the deck cliatting, In a I'ew minutes, the deck hands, tlie mail boy and 
his son came running to tlie boat out of Ineath, greatly alarmed, and said they luid 
been attacked by the Ku-Klux. In the nu^rning I found my horse sheaied, and w(»rd 
left with two or thiee \)arties th("re that ohl Parson Lakin ought to be A'cry thankiul 
that he had lost nothing but his horse's mane and tail, for it' he had not l»een ujjon 
Cajitain S]>iller*s boat he would h;iV(^ had hisd.-imncd old radical neck brt)ken. 'J'he Ibl- 
lowing day, as Captain Spillerfelt very mucli chagrined and that the reputation <d'his 
boat was impaired or miglit sutVer, he iiiv<\stigate(l the mattrr and re])orted to me, and 
two gentlemen who were present, that forty disguised men had crossed the Inidge a 
little above Cuntersville and come down in the dir<'ctiou of the boat, about 11 o'clock. 
I did not see them. 1 knew nothing of it till morning, only that 1 was minus a liors(rs 
tatl and mane, and the word left f<u- m<\ and the i-e])ort given me by Ca[)taiii Spil!<'r of 
the forty Ku-Klux, or disguised men, who crossed the bridge in the (lirection of tlie 
l)oat. 

By the Ciiaiijman : 
QiusfioH, How was that word left for you ? 

An^iU'cr. With some feriy-men, who were on the hank of the river. They were ^\]^ at 
a late hour, ferrying across the river; it is <|uite an extensive ferry. Al)out the middle 
of October 1 held a camp meeting in Blount County, about three miles southwest of 
Summit. 

(Jucsfion. Last October? 

Ansu'O'. Yes, sir; last October. On Saturday night three men searched the congre- 
gation while they were singing, and while the seekers were coming forward. The 
congregation were in a great state of excitement. Those men searched the congrega- 
tion for me, and impiired of my host wlu^re I was. They had their bowie-knive s in 
their hands, and said they would cut oat my damneil old radical heart — would cut my 
damned old radical throat. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 
QHCstiou. Were you in the desk of the church at that time ? 

AuHwer. No, sir ; I had been iireaching, and being very warm and very much worn 
out with my iirevious labors, after calling the. seekers forward and the singing had 
commenced I stepped out and went to my quarters. 

Qaa^tioiK You mean by " quarters'' the house of the person with whom you were 
stopping ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; a private bouse, about a hundred yards distant. Ou Monday even- 
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iiig I was notified hy n personal friend of mine that an attack would l3o made upon mo 
that night. I called a council of my preachers, aud selected one of the preachers to 
conduct the services, aud I staid in my private quarters. About midway of the 
sermon thirty-five or forty men, armed 'vvith guns and pistols, simultaneously sur- 
rounded the arbor antfstood sentinel around the arbor while three men, with revolvers 
in hand, searched the congregation for me and inquired where I was. calling ray name ; 
and then they searched the ladies' side of the congregation. Alter diligent search, 
linding that I was not there, they fired some three or four heavy guns, a volley of 
pistols, blew their whistles, gave a most terrible yell, and went off, requesting that old 
Parson Lakiii would preach for ,them to-morrow night, for they wanted him to pray 
for them. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Were those men in disguise ? 

Ayisicer, No, sir ; with this exception, they were all dressed in white pantaloons. 
By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. It was in the summer season, and you were holding a meeting out of doors? 
Answer. It was about the middle of October. 
Question. It was warm weather in that country? 
Answer. It was comfortable there. 

Question. You spoke of an arbor ; I should infer from that that the meeting was held 
out of doors, and not in any building. 

Answer, It was a building all open underneath, and would probably seat six hundred 
persons. It was built up very strongly, had a barn roof, and was a very comfortable 
place for a meeting. 

Question. You say these men were not disguised. Were there any persons there who 
knew any of them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they knew them well, a great many of them. They were all dressed 
in white pantaloons, aud it was reported (I did not see them) that there was quite a 
large reserve, some fifteen, twenty, or twenty-five outside of the encampment. There 
may have been an exciting cause for a i^art of thfl. 

Question. You mean on that day ? 

AJiswer. On that night. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. What was it ? 

Answer. It is rather a delicate matter ; but I might give it as a palliation, if it would 
bear that construction. 

Question. Give us all the facts that bear on this. 
Aiiswer. Well 

By Mr. Van Tru.aip : 
Question. Do you have any hesitation in giving any explanatory fact ? 
Answer. Not at all, though it is a little delicate. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. If it will throw any light on this investigation, go on and give it. 
Answer. A lady, whose father, mother, brothers, and sisters were attending on the 
ground, the father a local preacher, and all of them members of our church 

By Mr. Van Trump: * 
Question. AVhite persons ? ^ 
Answei'. Yes, sir ; they were all white; there were no colored persons on the ground 
at all ; were not during the meeting, that I now remember of. This lady, on Sunday 
morning, gave birth to a' child that was a perfect representation and fac-simile of a dis- 
guised Ku-Klux. 

Question. In a tent on the ground ? 

Answer. No, sir; at her home, about a mile and a half from the ground. The head o< 
the child was about three times the size of an ordinary child's head, with a soft, spongy, 
fungous growth over the skull. ' i 

Questio7i. \to you describing now from your own observation ? 

Answer. \ e.s, sir ; I examined the child very carefully and very minutely. The fore- 
Jiead was llat and square, and about perpendicular, about three times tho'height of the 
torthead ot an ordinary child. In a straight line from the crown of the head to the 
irontot the torehead, commencing at each cheek bone, there was a sort of fringe, 
flaring very little to near the top, aud then full around the top. It was about an iilch 
wide and about luilf an inch thick at the base ; a gristly fringe, of a dark purple color. 
At two points near the temples were two gristly horns of the same consistency, about an 
inch and a half or an inch aud three-quarters long, projecting out from the forehead. 

Question. Fleshy horns ? i j o 
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Ansircr. Gristly. The eyes and nioutli wore about one-thhxl smaller tlian those of an 
ordinary child. The face was nearly Hat, with but little nose. The eyes and mouth 
w<n'e of a scarlet red. The chin sloped olf on a plane with its body. Around the neck' 
^vas a scarlet red band ; and from the point of each shoulder, extending down each side 
to about the center of the abdomen, was all a scarlet red. The child was brought ou 
the camp ground and exhibited to from a thousand to fifteen hundred persons. 

(Jiusiion. By the mother ? 

Anfiinr. No, sir; by the friends of the family. It was demanded by the people ; they 
seemed to clamor for it to be seen. 

By the CiiAiiniAN : 
Question. Was it living? 

Jn-^in')\ No ; dead. ' 

l)y ^Ir. Van Thump : 
Qn(nilo)i. Dead then '? 

^Iu8iri')'. Yes, sir. The mother was a member of our chnrcli, a very d<'iicate, ])ions 
lady, of very strong sensihilities. Her husband was an outsi)oken mnu, and the Kn- 
Khix had visited them. 'Hiey had forced her hus])and into the Ku-Klnx raidvs, and 
they had stop])ed thereat an improper time. And she fearing for the safety of her 
father, the cliihl was marked in that way. They seemed to be i^erfectly wild and exas- 
l)eratcd at the exhibition. 

By the Ciiaiumax : 
Qnci^fion. Who / 

J)isH'cr. I snj^iiose the i)ersons who had made the demonstration on Saturday night, 
and who also made it on ^hmday night. 

(JiKHtion. Was it after this exhibition of the child that tlie occurrences which you 
have desci-ibed took jjlaee in thi^ cauip meeting ? 

^lusurr. The i hild was born on Suiuhiy morning, and exhibited on Sunday on tlie 
ground. An<l it was on ^b)nday night that they made an attack on m(\ Since tli<Mi — 
1 learned tliis IVom coinpet(Mit authority on hotli sides — since then they have whi}>])cd 
the man, 3lr. llorton, the husband, within an inch of his lif<^ twice; once for exhibiting 
tJie chihl, and once for abandoning the Ivu-Klux Klan. 

By ^.Ir. ^'AX Tkump : 

Qnrs(io}L Do you say you consider that state of facts a palliation ? I understood 
yon to say that yt)n had a statement of facts to relate, although of a delicat(^ nature, 
tliat was palliative of this attack. 

^Ithswvr. It may be considered so. 

(Juvsfioit. Do you consider it so / Yon said so. 

JUfSiccr. No, sir ; 1 cannot say it is. They regarded it as a palliation ; 1 do not my- 
self regard it as a palliation, but they did. 

QHc-siion. You stated that it was a i)alliation. You seemed to fe(d yourself boun<l — ■ 
I should judge from the ex])ressi(m you made use of, and your manner — to state facts 
on tlie othov side as a palliation for this attack, this searching for you '? 

Jusivcr. They otleied it as a ))alliation. 

Qmxfioii. That is the form you ])nt it in now, is it ? 

Anmrer. I meant to put it in that form ; they urged it as a palliation, that they had 
been outraged and insulted. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Quesdoii. It tends to meet the charge, if made, that they visited your camp meeting 
from mere i)olitical motives f 
Afim-iT. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Qucsilou, Does this description you have giveii of the appearance of that child cor- 
respond to the disguise or uniform ordinarily worn by the Ku-Klux ^liere as you 
saw them ? 

JntiU'er. Yes, sir; perfectly. 

By :Sh: Van Tiu\mp : 

Question. Has there ever been any report in the medical books of that extraordinary 
case ? 

.Inswer. No, sir. 

Question. No physicians were there, and heard of it, and saw it ? 
Sluswer. Yes, sir; one i)hysician there heard of it and examined it. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Who was he ? 
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Amiccr. I will toll you his name in a few moments; I know liim very well, but I 
. cannot recollect his name just at this moment. I wrote a description of it, and it was 
published in the Methodist Advocate at Atlanta. 

15y Mr. Van Tuump : 
Quc^ihn, How long was the body of the child kept from the time of its birth ? 
Avsirer. It was buried the same day. 
QiusHon, The day of its birth ? 

Aimi-cr, Yes, sir; it was born about 2 o'clock in the morning, and buried that 
night. ' 

By the CiiAimiAX : 

Question. At whose instance was it brought on the camp ground, where you saw it? 

Answer, It was brought from the place of their residence, and where it was born, a 
distance of a mile and a half or two miles to the camp ground. It w^as in a coffin on 
the camp gronnd, and everybody had an opportunity of seeing it. 

Question, You have stated in general terms that the appearance of that child as you 
have described it, corresponded to the uniform of the Ku-Klux. Did they wear a 
scarlet band in tlieir uniform at the time you speak of? 

Ausiirr. Yes, sir ; on some portion of the person. They sometimes differ ; a klan will 
put on one garb at one time, and then they will change it, and put on another. The 
klans do not all wear the same uniforms at all times and in all i)laces; it is not always 
exactly the same. 

Question. You say you have yourself seen the klan riding on several occasions. Was 
their ai)pearauce calculated to in8i)ire terror ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they were very hideous. They generally wear very high caps of a 
conical fonn, very tall and running up to a point, aud without brim ; with eye and 
mouth holes, heavy mustaches and long beards painted ; generally with long black 
gowns. Their signals are given by means of whistles, common hunting whistles, simi- 
' lar to those you will hear for starting street cars. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. You believe, do you, in these extraordinary disx^ensations of the Creator in 
regard to innocent, unborn human beings ? 
Answer. I do not know that I have any particular opinion upon that subject. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Was the child born living or dead, according to your information ? 
Answer. It was born dead. 

Question. Was that the only instance of the kind occurring within your knowledge 
there ? 

Answer. It was within the knowledge of parties present from the various counties, 
as was stated and current on the ground, that there were six other cases ; one I saw, 
the child living. 

By Mr. Van TRmiP : 
Question. That is, each county produced such an affair as that? 

Answer. No, sir ; I say that there were persons present from different counties ; and 
within the knowledge of persons on the camp ground, there were other cases, as they 
represented. They «poke of some six or seven, some seven instances of sucn marking. 
They were nearly all living, but not marked to the extent of this one. This was the 
most marked of any that had been born. 

By the Ciiairmax : 

Question. :Marked so that the resemblance to the uniform or disguise of the Ku-Klux 
could be recognized ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I saw one child, a negro child, that had a fierce, wild look, with a 
head somewhat in the form of the Ku-Klux caps, and a very unnatural chin. 
By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. How unnatural ? 

Answer. Thick and heavy underneath, as though something had been thrown over it. 
Question. Tliat was your supposition, frimi the shape of the chin and face, that it 
represented something that was ordinarily thrown over their faces ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; it had that appearance. 

By the Chairman : 

thatT^'^"* ^^^^ mother give that account of it? Do you know anything about 

Ansxm- I did not inquire; I was simply passing by and they told me there was a Ku- 
Ivlux child there, aud I called and saw it. 
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Qiiesnon. Had the parents been visited "by the Ku-Khix? 
Aft8ivcr. Not that I know of. 

By Mr. Vax Trump : 
Question. You may give all your iuforinatiou ou that subject, 
Atisive)^. I \vill. 

By the Ciiairmax : 

Qiu'stioiK Go on and state any other aetnal faets that liave come within your knowl- 
edge as to the oi)eration of the Ku-Khix Klaii in that State. 

Answer. In the mt>nth of February last, late in the month, I started out on a six 
weeks' circuit or tour of (quarterly meetings. 

By Mr. Blair: 

Question. A moment, before you go on with that. I do not recollect the location of 
this c:inii>-meeting at which this child was exposed. Where was it / 

Answer. I think 1 stated that it was in Blount County, near the towns of Summit 
and Brookville. 

By ]Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. What was the name of the church there ? 
Answer. It is called Gum Camp-ground. 

By Mr. Vool: 
Que.stion. Wlu'u was it ? 
Answer. About the middle of October. 

I5y Mr. Stkvknsox : 
Question. You say you published an account of the api)earance of that child ? 
Answer. Yes. sir. 

Question. Have yun a coi>y of your publication ? 
Answer. Xo, sir; 1 liave not. 

Qmstiou. Do you I'cmember th(^ dal(^of the pap<n"? 

Answer. 1 do no! ; but it was al)out that time or a few days after. 

By Mr. 

Question. You say this band of men who eamo to the gr(tund were recognized. They 
were not disguised, tlien ? 

Answer. (.^>nite a nunil»er of tluMu went recognized. 

Question. Do you know the names of any ot* tlicm, the most ])rominent among them ? 

Answer. I conhl not give tlK^n now; but after a litth^ time, if it is n(UMh'(l, 1 can fur- 
nivsh the c()nnnitt<M^ with several of the names. We have Immmi so hennued in and 
Cl ashed down, the least infornuition given wonhl so peril a man's life, that we ha's'e lx'cu 
compelled to l»e exce(Hlingly an<l extremely cautions in all that we have done or said. 

By the CiiAnniAX : 

Question. You were proceeding to stat" what ac'^-urred in I\'bruary. 

Answer. I attended a quarterly meeting in Blount County, in tlie Marshall ciicuit. 
During the service, on Sabbath, there were indications of hostile mo\ ements. On Sat- 
urday night I was sent to stay with a man whose house was barricaded and armed, as 
a point of safety. On Sunday those indications alarmed the ixfojihs and I was guided 
by four men some six miles and put on a road, when I had reached what they 
considered a point of safc^ty. The second S.ibbath in March nothing occurred that was 
uufavorabl<^ The third Sabbath I was notified of danger — great danger, gr(*at p<-ril. 
1 was uotilied on Friday night. I'lom that point I tj-avi-led tive miles away in the knobs 
between two valleys, and held (piarterly meetings. The peoi)le! became alarmed; mes- 
sengers were rinniing in different directions. Saturday night I was sent away out to 
a private house, some four miles from the site of my (quarterly meeting. My horse 
was hid; my saddle was hid, and I was put in a loft to sleep. Ou Sunday night the 
alarm was increased. I stopped at a house on the main road ; a little after night some 
ten men came in — some fi om one i)art and some from another— with their guns and 
pistols and ax<\s, and barricaded the doors. 1 was placed in the loft, and the men lay 
down in the room. There was a tierce thnuder-stoi-m of some four hours, and it raised 
the stream over which the attack was expected to be made, so that there was no iu 
jury done me. There was no alarm that night. 

By Mr. Vax Trump : 

Question. Do not th(\se frequent deliverances, so many of them, look a little like you 
had been miraculously jireserved * 

Inswer. Well, I have by practice, as well as by theory, reached the conclusion that 
man is immortal until his work is done. 
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An8ica\ I was notified that a largo force of disguised men eaiue to tlic stream, and, 
failing to get across, thev returned. I was sent a different road from the one I had 
traveled through the inountains. I swam two streams that I could not head, and 
which were not^bridged, and after a w^et, tedious ride of forty miles in the day, late at 
night I reached quarters that were considered safe. 

Qucstioji. I did not catch the time when this was. 

Jusiver, This was tlie third Sunday in March. 

Qucstlo?i. March last ? rr^i . i . 

Auaicer. Yes, sir. From thence I went to De ICalb County. There was a mistake in 
one of my quarterly meetings, or the streams were in such condition that I could not 
ford them, and I passed over and went on to my quarterly meeting in De Kalb County. 
I put up at the house of Judge Haroldson, the judge of the circuit court, which was 
then in session in Lebanon. Immediately on arriving I was notified by his wife that 
I was in danger; that the Ku-Klux were threatening me. 

Question, How far was that from your home ? 

Avsiccr. About eighty miles. 

Question. Could they possibly know you were to be there at that time? 

AnsH'cr. They had opportunities of knowing, because the meetings had been published 
for four Aveeks. All the quarterly meetings all over the circuit were published for four 
weeks preceding. 

Question. How did this lady know that you were threatened on that occasion ? 
Answer. She said she heard it from competent authority in the neighborhood. Her 
relatives had been in the rebel army, but they were very much devoted to their sister. 
Question. And consequently to you ? 

Answa\ Not particularly to me, I do not think. But she thought I would be safer 
there than at any other point. 

Question. I inferred from what you said that her confederate relatives had informed 
her of the danger to you. 

Anstvcr. I think not ; I think she had gathered it from the current reports of the 
neighborhood. On Saturday night the judge came home. The meeting was on top of 
Lookout Mountain, about one and a'quarter miles from the judge's house ; he lived in 
the valley. 

Question. The scene of the battle of Lookout Mountain ? 

Answer. It was on tliat range of mountains, about fifty miles from that point. On 
Saturday we returned to Judge llaroldson's, and on Saturday night he came home. 
About 11 o'clock we heard a very great outcry of the dogs, right across at Ilolloinan's 
Station, about three-quarters of a mile on the line of the Chattanooga and Alabama 
road, and the firing of several pistols. We went out and watched and looked and waited 
for a while. Matters became quiet and we retired, but every time the dogs barked I 
beared the judge's door open, as though he w as in fear and alarm. The next morning 
one of my preachers, who staid at the Widow Holloman's, informed me that some eight . 
or ten men came into the room where he was sleeping and passed around, talked with 
others outside, and went up on the side of the mountain and w^hipped a white man • 
dreadfully. When I arrived there he was said to be in his bed, unable to get out. 

By the Ciiairmax : 
Question. Eight or ten disguised persons ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they came into the room where he was sleeping — one of my preach-, 
ers, who went there at night and stayed during the quarterly meeting. . 

By Mr. Van Trump : ^ 

Question. What was their object, as manifested in any w^ay, in going into the room 
of the preacher ? 

Answer. He said they did not disturb him or interrupt him. 
Question. Did they inquire for you ? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. They went into the room? ^ 
Anmcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And walked around and went out again ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. The inference of the wholti thing was that they were after me, but 
found I was at Judge Haroldson's. He is one of the most popular men in Alabama. 
He IS mining the Lookout ^Mountain for coal, and has a great m!\ny men in his employ- 
ment, and his friends are in the ascendency there. His wife's friends, on the other 
Bide, are greatly devoted to her, and would be likely to resent any insult made upou 
any of her guests. Finding that I was there 

Question. That is an inference ; you do not know ? 

Answer- Yes, sir; that was the inference there. I state the fact that it was the cur 
rent inference ; I do not know that to bo the case. 
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By tlic Ck AIRMAN : 
()ne^t'ion. Have you anything further to state of your own knowledge? 
Ansicer. Ycs^ sir. 

By ^h'. Blatk : 
Question. You say that was in Lebanon ? 
An-iu'cr. Yes, sir; tlie county seat of DeKuB) County. 

By the Cii airman : 
Qne-silon. Go on with yonr statement. 

JuHivcr. I liave designedly passed over one case, the case of ]\Ioses B. Sullivan, a 
wllite nmn, who was ajj^ointed to what is called Big Cove circuit. All valhns in our 
country are called "coves/' and this is cnlled Big Cove, in contradistinction to jill the 
others, lu'cause it inclndes the* valley of the Flint and the Taint Kock Ivivers. On the 
night of the 10th of May, he was sleeping at the house of Mr. Henry Stevens. 

He was taken out of his Ix'd at ahont 11 o'clock hy disguised men, l)ejit(Mi with rods, 
his sknll fractured, and struck across the breast with a whiji or a bludgcdn, so that he 
was felled by the blow. He has never recovered from his wounds and injuries ; he is 
iKJW an invalid and will ])r()bably remain s#> during his life. 

(Jnrslion. Yon say he was ai)pointed to that station; was he a ju'caeher of your 
denomination? - 

JfL-iiccr. He was a preacher, one of those in my district, and a]>point(Ml to the Big 
Cove circuit, and was then in the ]>rosecution of his ministerial avocations. ] lis quarterly 
meeting was tovome otf on th«' following Saturday and Sunday, on th(^ Feeren )>lanta- 
tion, on the bank of the Tennessee IviviM*. 1 was to have met liim at Faint Kock ; fail- 
ing lo mc<'t him, I went to a friend of mine, Dr. Barker. As 1 nxlcMij), said the Doctor: 
Have you lieard the fate of Sullivan f' I said 1 had not. Said he: He has been 
whij)])e<l l»y the Ku-Klnx,and I think they have killed him.'' He said: I live within 
four miles of the places and 1 was at tlie house the next morning, and have b(M'!) there 
two nu)rnings .since visiting a si(dv i)atient in the house: 1 think they have kilhnl liim." 
And he also said: ''Your lifi^ is in (lang<'r; they threaten to kill y«Mi." Alter a hurried 
su])])(n' he told me he would convey me to a point of safety on a bbitf. Some four fatn- 
ilies, among them the brother and the brother-in-law of Mr. Stevens, at whose house 
M . Sullivan was whii)])ed, lived there. We turniMl through tlu^ woods, and he con- 
veyed me to ^Ir. Stevens, reaching theri^ late in the night. A eouneil was held as to 
wf^hctlKU" I should proceed with my ({uarterly meeting. It was decided that if I could 
stand it they could, and that we would i)rocee(l. On Saturday night thre(M'olored men 
were whip])ed, within thrcM^, miles of me. On Sunday I sent my messenger on my 
hoise in search of my preacher. We had been to several fords and couhl not lind that 
he hatl crossed. The report of the Doctor alarmed m(\ and I ]>ut a iu(>ssenger nptui 
my horse and hurried him to the house of Mr. Sullivan, xi Marshall County, across tho 
liver, about thirty miles distant. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 
Question. Was that another Sullivan ? 
An.su'cr. Xo, sir; the .same. 

Question. 1 thought the Sullivan who was whipjied lived within four miles of Dr 
Farker's? 

Answer. He was stoi)])ing four miles from there, at ]Mr. Stevens, when he was w hip2:)ed. 
On Tuesday, another (dass of colored persons were w]n})])(Hl and disarnu d. The Feerren 
plantation is a very large plantation. On Wednes<lay, the chundi where 1 held the 
quartevly meeting was burned. And on Thursday I was notified that 1 would go up. 

By Mr. Stevenson: 
QueJ^fion. You say anotlier class of colored xiersons were whiiii)ed." 
.inmrr. Anoth<T number. 
Question. Another set ? 
Ansirer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You do not mean an association in the church, known as a class? 
Ansicer. No, sir ; I mean some three or four more negroes were whii)ped. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Let us understand you as you go along; you say the church was burned on 
Thursday night ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When did the quarterly meeting commence? 
Ansicer. On the Saturday and Sunday previous. 
Question. And you preached every day i? 

Ansicer. Xo, sir ; I preached Saturday and Sunday, and closed out the meeting. I 
laid out two nights under the trees and under the rocks, fearing that they would make 
an attack upon mo. I was notified by my friend, Dr. Barker, through a special mes- 
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een"-er, not to rctnrn to Huiitsville by any road leading out from that point. Tho 
messenger and luy borso bad been recognized, and the roads were picketed bcbmd bhn. 
He was sent around through the country, and was detained, so that I couhl not leave. 
Finallv niv buL'<^V was taken do\yn the mountain, and also my horse after he arrived. 




tho facts in the case as 1 have given them. 



By tho Chairman : 

Question, Have you a knowledge of other facts showing the condition of society 

Answer, It appears from this affidavit of Mr. Sullivan, that when they were whipping 
him they said they w^ould kill his presiding elder; that he must preach for the 
Metliodist Episcopal Church South ; that there should be no church south of Mason 
and Dixon's line, except tho Methodist Episcopal Church South. 

Question. By whose direction did you go to Alabama to organize tho church there ? 

Jnswei\ By direction of Bishop Clark. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
(?«ts«on. Of what State? 

Answer, The State of Ohio. I was sent froni the Cincinnati conference, as that was 
in session. I was transferred from Indiana ; my home was in Indiana. 

Question. AVas the Methodist Church South represented in that Cincinnati conference ? 
Answer. Not at all. 

Question. Altogether northern preachers and bishops ? 
Ansicer. Tht*e are two separate organizations. 

Question. And have been ever since the suit in the supreme court, before the war? 
Ansicer, Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question, There is no Methodist Church North ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trump : ) 
Question, Il'ou are not disposed to call yourselves by that name ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. You were sent there to organize a church in Alabama ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, And these persons represented that there should be in that State none but 
the Methodist Episcopal Church South ? 

Answer. None but that south of Mason and Dixon^s line. The church divided in 
1844, and the southern wing that split oif assumed the ecclesiastical title. of the* 
^Methodist Episcopal Church South. Tho Methodist Episcopal Church has never 
changed its name. 

By Mr. Coburn : 

Question, What is the number of members in Alabama of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church proper? ^ 

Answer, We have there now about 15,000 members, a fraction over three-fourths ot^ 
whom are white ; we have six presiding-elder districts, seventy circuits and stations, 
seventy traveling ministers, and about one hundred and lifty local preachers. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Let mo ask you, in what character were you sent there ; as a missionary 
to the South, or were you sent there by the Cincinnati conference to take charge of 
that church south ? 

Answer. We had no organization there. 

Question, Did the Cincmnati conference claim that they had a right to go there and 
organize a church ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. As against the Southern Methodist church ? 

Answer, Not against the Southern Methodist church ; we regarded the whole world 
our parish. 

Question, Having no organized church there you went in the character of a mission- 
ary to found a church there ? 

Answor. I was sent there to organize the Methodist Episcopal Church, and build up 
her interests, and in that capacity I have labored there for years, and have raised that - 
showing which you see there in five years and eight months. 
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Quesiiou. Are we to understand that all this coDcatenatiou of attackvS npon you has 
come Iroiu the ]Metho(list Episcopal Church South ? 
Jnsiver. I liavc said uo such thiu*^. 

Quesiion, What is your belief ? Does it spring from a ditference in regard to reli- 
gious matters f 

Anmvcr. I think there is a hitter feeling on the x)art of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South a^gainst the ^h^tiiodist Episcoi)al Church, and the affinities of that 
church are with the party that is opposed to our organization. 

QncHtio)!. Jnst as the affinities of the northern members are with the northern church ? 

AuHirer. Yes,' sir. 

Question. Is there any difterence ? 

Anstrcr. I think it is a v<'ry similar state of things ; I regard it as a ]iolitico-religions 
feeling nnd bitterness. We drew out th(^ loyjil element and con<'entrat(>d it, and it 
seemed to assume ])roportions and <]imensions that were a little jilainiing. 

Qni'fiiion. Wh'At do yon mean l)y drawing out the loyal elenu-nt ? Do you nn^an that 
your elforts were direct<Ml to that portion of the Sonlh("rn jxiople and not to tho others ? 

Au-swer. 2sot in the k'ast. I never advanced a political idea in th<' pnli)it, North or 
South. 

Q^ucsCion. Thon wliat do yon nn^an by drawing out the loyal element of tlie South? 

An.^ivcr. 1 mean by that that as I c()nnn<MiC('d and continu(Ml ]n<'tiching there, and 
tliey uu(hMstood the antecedents and gcm ral jirinciples of the ^b'thodist Episco]tal 
Chur(di, fi'om wliich tli(\v had formerly heeu seveied, they decided to return ; and as a 
natural cons<'quence the loyal element gravitated towaj'd us. 

(JiKsfioii. 1 )i(I you not go th<Te to organize the loyal element in the Methodist ( 'hurch ? 

Aihstrcr. No, sir; 1 had no sueh ])Ui'i)»)se and no su(di design. My orders wei'e ])er- 
emi)tory not to mingle in tln^ political arena at all ; my charg(^ to my [M'eachers v as 
]:e;'emi)tory 

(Jucsl'tuu. Erom what part of Ohio di<l yon go ? 

Aiisiccr. I resided in Eein, Indiana; but was transferred o^'er to the Cijieinnati con- 
ierence, that beii'.g in s«>s.sion at 'J'roy. 
Question. Tioy, in .Miami County ' 
.liiKd'ct'. ^ Cs, sir. 

(Ji((!ili<nt. Yon never lived in Ohio ? 
.l//,s/rrr. No, sir. 

(Jncsfioii. Ua\'e you be<Mi a })retty strong })olitician in your time? 
. ^ItiKinr. No. sir. 

(Jn(f<fiiHL Von have taken no part in politics ? 
Aiit^H'cr. 1 woidd not say that. 

(Jncsliou. Did you eNcr jtreach what is calle<l a p(ditieal sermon ? * 

^insn'(i\ Never in my life; 1 never introduced, Noith or South, a political idea in my 
seruKnis ; never have and neviM* expect to. 

(Jiusiion. Ave ^^)\\ n(>t somewhat cS'an exception in that respc'ct to ]\h'thodi-<t Episco- 
l)al ('Inn eh preachers generally ? 

Aihswcr. I do n<)t know that I am. 

(JnvHtion. Do yon not know a great many that are of that class ? 
Anstrr)'. 1 know a great many who are warm in their political fe(dings. 
(Jnv.slion. Did you ever hear a ])olitical s(n'mon ! 
^liisuur. No, sir; I do not think I <'ver hav<-. 
(JitcsH<ni. Whvvo were yon during the war 

^insircr. I ^vas cha])Iain of the Tliirty-ninth Indiana Eegiment. 
(Jiuslion. wei'e in the conlliet then ! 

AuHn-LT. Ves. sir, for four years I shared the fortunes of that I'l^giment in all their 
bloody battl(>s and terriVde nuircluvs, and with Shernnin went around to the sea. 

Ey i\Ir. Com UN : 

QucHtwu, Yon winc stating something about: the < barge yon gav<' to your jU'eachers; I 
-svisli you would continue what you were going U) say. What was your charge to 
thenif 

jinsircr. My orders from the bishop, an<l thi'ough me to the ]>reachcrs, were not to 
mingle in tlu; political arena, ])ut to devot(^ thems(dves entindy and exclusively 
to the work of the Christian ministry; and as a class. I do not bolieve there is 
an e(pial nund)er to l)e found in the Enited Stat( s that have, adhered more closely to 
tluMlnties of the ministry than the pieachersof the Methodist I']|)isco])al Church in 
the State of Alabama. I will say further, with ])erniission, that \ve have had some 
Ycry severe and sonu^ very hard conflicts. I may be compelled to look at my list; in 
order to give all tin* facts. 

QiivHiiou. In reference to the ])articular point you were on a moment ago, I wish you 
would state whether this ()pi)()sition to your work is organiz(Hl; or is it incidental i\\ its 
nnmifestations, as you undeistand it? 

AnHivcr. 1 cannot say whether it is a svstematic organized ox)position ; I do not know 
that. 
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Question. What would the manifestations lead you to suppose ? 
Answer, The manifestations indicate such a state of feeling. 

By the Ciiaiuman : 

Question. A moment before you leave that suhject ; you have stated in refercnee^to 
the character of the menihership that came to your church in Alabama, that it was 
principally from the loyal element. 

Ansuer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you, when you went there, find that element ready to bo organized 
into your church ; and did you find it existing there to any great extent ? 

Ansu-tT. I found it to a^ very great extent. Wo did not create the necessity or the 
demand ; we simply supplied it. By their feelings and views, and their knowledge of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, they naturally came to her as their choice. 

Question. That being the case, do you attribute the hostility of those disguised per-^ 
sons, of those bands who attacked you, in any degree to the fact that there were so' 
many loyal men in your branch of the Methodist church in Alabama? 

Answer. Yes, sir. The loyal men iu the State of Alabama as a general thing, or iho 
majority of them, are not among the leading men of the country ; they are what wo 
would call the middle classes, the working classes, poor men who had no interest in 
maintaining slavery. 

By Mr. Van Tkump : 
Question. Has anybody any interest in maintaining that institution now ? 
Answer. I think Mr. Davis has an interest in " the lost cause ; " he seems to have. 

By tlie Chairman : 

Question. In traveling through the State of Alabama and supervising the interests 
of your church there, have you made any examination into the number of your 
preachers who have been visited by these bands of disguised men, and the number 
of persons who liave been whipjjed and outraged in the dift'ereut counties through 
which you have passed ? If you have, state what was the result of that examina- 
tion. 

Answer. (Referring to memorandum-book.) Rev. Mr. .Hill, of Eutaw, was whipped 
and driven from the State in 1867, and is now in Illinois. 

By Mr, Van Trxbip : 
Question. Did you commence making that record in 1867 ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. When did you commence that memorandum-book ? 
Ansicer. 1 drew up this from a former scrap-book. 
Question. You kept a scrap-book, then ? 
Answei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you commence it in 1867 ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By ^Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Who was Mr. Hill, and where was he from ? 

Ansicer. He was a native Alabamian. We have not had a northern preacher there 
except one to assist me, for about three months. I have raised all these men on the 
ground — native Alabamians. 

Question. Was the Mr. Sullivan to whom you have referred a southern man ? 
^Answer. Yes, sir. 

By ]Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. How many preachers have you under your charge ? 
Answer. In the coufereuco ? 

Question. In your Alabama organization ; do you not preside over the Alabama or- 
ganization ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I preside over only one district ; wo have six districts. ' 

Question. You arc a presiding elder, as known in the Methodist Church ? 

Atmcer. Yes, sir; but I have had the supervision of the whole work. 

Question. Then, when you speak of all your preachers but one being native 
Alabamians, do you melu that remark to apply to your district only or to the entire 
fetate* 

AnswiT. I mean that to apply to the whole conference in the State. 

Question. How many preachers are there of that sort? 

Answer. Who have been maltreated ? 

Question. No ; who are native Alabamians. 

Answer. They are all native Alabamians. 

Question. How many are there? 

Ansicer. Seventy. 
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By Mr. CoBURN : 
Question. Native Alnhamians or resident xVlabaiiiians ? 

Anf^nrr. IvosidtMit Alabaiiiians. and I suj^i^ese all native Alabaraians ; and there are 
one bnndred and iifty loeal preachers. The lirst I named, who was nialtrejited, wns 
a Mr. Hill ; he has some three initials to his name, F. B. L., I think, bnt 1 do not now 
renK^niher exactly what they are. The parties who whipped him were arrested and 
tried by (ieneraf Shej'jperd, by military eonnnission, adjndij;e(l to have their heads 
shaved and sent to the Dry Tortui^as, one class for one year and the oi\wr class for two 
years, at hard hibor. Mr. President Johnson pardoned them all. J. A. McCiitcheou, 
presiding elder, was driven from the Demopolis district in lt^()8. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
QacHflon. Who was he ? 

Auf^trer. A native Alabamian, and snl)seqnently chaplain of the senate; he was 
cliai)lain for two years. James Ibichanan was driv<'n from the Tnsealoosa circuit; lie 
was tired npon in his house and npon the highway, and notified to leave on pain of 
death. He has gone to Texas. 

Qucsfiou. Who was he ? 

Aiiswcr. He was a native Alai)ainian — born and rais(^d in Blonnt County, Alabama. 
John W. Talley, a native Alabamian. an old traveling minister in the Methodist E]>is- 
copal Church before the division, fell into the southern division ; but v.'beu the Meth- 
odist Church came there he cam<i to her. He was the presiding «dder of the Talladega 
district, but is now in Missouri. Moses B. Sullivan, as I have already stated, was 
whi])pcd, and is now in Florida, sent out of the State. 

r)y Mr. CoBt^iJX : 
Qiiestiou. Who is ^b>ses B. Sullivan ? 

AusH'tr. The man who was whii)ped, whom I named before, and whose affidavit I 
prcvsented. 

By :Mr. Blair: 

QhcxHou. At what place was ^Ir. Sullivan whi])])ed ? ^ 
Ausicer. In Madison County, twenty-two miles from Hnntsville. 

By the Ciiaiiiman : 

Qncsfiou. Ho you desire this aOhhivit of Mr. Sullivan's case to be incorporated with 
your testimony ? 

^lu.siver. Yes, sir; with one exception. There are two names I wisli to strike from 
that athdavit. for I am convinced that ^Ir. Sullivan was in error in rcgartl to two 
names of ])ersous whom he attempts to identify as among his punishers. 

By ^Ir. Van Tiji mp : 

QHV><flou. By what authority do yon assume to strike out anything from an affidavit 
nia<le by anotlKn" jjcrson ? 

AnsH'ir, Well, I will r(>cord it as a note; for since thou these men, who are personal 
friends of mine, have given me rca.s)ii to believe that they were not the guilty parties. 

liy the Chairman : 

QiH'Stlon. State who they are, if you wish that statement to accompany the affidavit. 
Ausurr. Colonel James Shclheld and Mr. Ferguson — James Ferguson, I think. 
Om-'<t(ou. You think the reference? to them ia the affidavit is erroneous ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

(JufStioii. With that exception you desire the atTidavit incorporated in your testimony ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. [See "A," attached to testimony of this witness, l»agc 14b.] Dean 
Reynolds, colored man, local preacher, beaten and left for dead, with both arms 
broken, one of them in two i)laces. 

By Mr. Stevenson: 
Que^'^flon. AVas he a native Ahxbamian ? 
Au8wer. A native Alabamian, and a colored man. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Quesiiou. Where was that ? . 

JH.^^rer. In ;^b)rgan County, on the Tennessee River; right on the line between Mar- 
shall and Morgan. 

By the Chairman: 
Qucsfion. When was that? 

Answer. It wms in l^C)^. I do not remember the exact lime. I sent him over the 
riv«^r to take charge of the colored people on those large Tennessee bottom plantations. 
Jesse Knight, local preacher, shot in his own house, in Morgan County, in 16G9, and 
died in a few" days after. 
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By Mr. Stevkxsox : 

Quff<iion. Who was ho? ^ . ^ i i i 

itmver A native Alabaraian ; had lived all his life iii that place, and owned a grist- 
roin and a saw-mill there. He was a steady, sedate, virtnons, intellioent maa. I held 
a quarterly meeting in his neighborhood, and stopped at his house. 

By Mr. CoiiUKX: 

QuesUon. How long was it after yon held a quarterly meeting there and stopped at 
his house, that that outrage was committed? ^ ^ -r^ 

Answer. About lifte(Mi months. Rev. Mr. Johnson, local preacher, of Fayetteville, 
shot dead in the pulpit while preaching, in 18G9. 

By Jlr. Qtevensox : 
Question. Who was he? 

Answer. A native Alabamian, living in the place ; a local preacher. 
Qncstioji. Do you know anything about the circumstances of that case? 
Jnswn\ Not particularly ; only that a man from the congregation shot him while he 
was ])reachiug. 

By Mr. V.vN Trump : 
Question. A single man ? 
Answer. No, sir; he was a man of family. 

Question. I mean the man who shot him was not supported by others around^him. 
You say a man arose in the congregation and shot him. 
Answer. He was sitting in the congregation and drew his pistol and shot Mm. 

By ]Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Was there any punishment for that that you have heard of? 
Answer. I have- never heard of a man in Alabama being punished for any outrage of 
the kind. 

Question. Were the military there then? 
Answg\ They were in Huntsville. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. When was that ? 
Answer. In 1HG9. 

Question. The State government was organized then? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Coburn : 
Question. At what time in 1809? 

Answer. In the summer of 1869. James Dorman, a member of the conference, at We- 
tumpka, was brutally whipped on Sunday .after service, and run from the circuit in 1870. 

By Mr. Stevenson ; 
Question. Who was he ? 

Answer. A native Alabamian ; a nephew of the celebrated and distinguished Dr. 
Dorman, of the Georgia conference; the presiding elder of that conference. I failed to 
look over the minutes ; I was secretary of the conference, and have not here the name 
of a man who joined the coni.M ence last fall at our session ; and in a few weeks after 
he and his son were shot dead on the line of the West Point and Montgomery road. 
• Question. Was he a preacher? 

Answer. He was a member of the conference; a colored man. He joined the con- 
ference, went to his circuit, and a few days after reaching the place he was shot. It 
w^as between W^est Point and Opelika, on the line of that road. His presiding elder, 
Dr. Franklin, wrote me the facts of the case. George Taylor, local preacher in 18G9, 
in the county that was taken off of Florence and Lawrence. If you have the map here 
I can recall the name. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. When was it taken off? Perhaps the map here will not show it. 

Answer. 1 think it will ; %it was in Tuscumbia, Colbert County. I have an aflftdavit 
hero which I will present to be incorporated with niy testimony. (See B " attached 
to this testimony, page 148.) I was in the neighborhood, and know the facts. Ho 
was taken from his bed by a band of disguised men and whipped ; laid upon his face, 
with men upon his arms and legs, and whipped till his back was scarilied ; he was 
punched in the head with their pistols until his hair was clotted with coagulated blood ; 
and then, with a knife, his body and legs and thighs were punctured all over, and then 
they would slit them out with the knife. They ordered him to leave ; his wife carried 
him out and fed him ; he was taken to one of my traveling preachers there. 
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Question. Did you see him ? 

Avsarr, Yes, sir; at Old Uncle George Merrill's; lio was kept conecaled in their loft 
for about three mouths, and theu he was able to travel, wheu he left. 

By Mr. Pool : 
(Jucsfhn. Was he stripped wheu they whipped him ? 

Ausim: I did uot ascertain; ho had nothing but his night-clothes on when they 
wliipped him. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
(>iicstwu. Who was he ? 

^iiisiccr. A colored man ; born and raised in that neighborhood : one of the most 
meek, hum])le, devoted boys I have ever kuown^among the colored people. About the 
same time they hung three men from the bridge. 

By the CiiAiRrkiAN : 
Qu('>tthn. Three colored men ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; from the bridge across a large creek. The leading man's name was 
Johnson, a member of tlie Methodist Church. Two others were hung with him from 
the bridg(^ by disguised uk^u. 

By Mr. Blaiu : 

(^)^l<'sfiou. Was that at Tuscumbia? 

Au.sirer. Yes, sir; 1 have iinother case that I wish to present, and then I will sul)mit 
tli(! whole of their aflidavits. 

r>y ^Ir. CoiiURX : 

(Jiie.stiou. In I'egard to the men hung from a bridge, do yon mean that they were; hung 
until they were dead? 

Ansirer. Yes, sir ; and tli"y were taken down and buried by the twdorcd people. 

By Mr. ^tevensox : 
(Jntstion. Was any notice pinned upon their bodies ? 
Answer. Not that I know of. 

By the C'itaiu.max : 

(Jnestiou. Does that eom])lete the list of clergymen you have referred to as having 
been subjected to outrages ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

()nestion. Were all tlu'se men you have mentioned uu'u of good character and stand- 
ing in your church ? 

Answer. I was ixTsoually acquainted Avith every man of them but Johnson, an<l h<' is 
re])ortcd to have beiMi a man of excellent character. All the rest I can vouch for as 
being men of sterling int<'grity and i)iety — (piiet, i)eaceable, and unobtrusive. 

By Mr. Sievenson : 
(Question. What has bt^'ome of Taylor ? 

Answer. lie is in lluntsville, working on a X)Iantation within about three miles of the 
town. 

Question. Has he (piit preaching? 
^tnswer. He is a local preacher. 
fjutfidon. lie is still preaching ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; he has never been a traveling minister. 
By Mr. CoBUKN : 

Question. Have you any information of the arrest, trial, and punishment of any 
persons who peri)etrat<'d these outrages ui)on these preachers ? 

Answer. I have of but one ; and that was the punishment in the Dorman case. I 
have this item of information that I will give to you. I see now the importance of 
things that I did not think of at the time. 

By ;Mr. Blair : 

Question. Was that Dorman the man Avho Avas killed in the pulpit ? 

Answer. No, sir; that was Mr. Johnson. Mr. Franklin, the presiding elder of Mr. 
Dorman — by the way, he was under me for one year; and I have known him ever since 
we have organized our conference there. Mr. Franklin wrote me that at the investiga- 
tion a lawyer of Watumpka dencmueed him as a renegade, thief, liar, and heaped every 
e])ithet upon him that could b(^ thought of, and it seemed to meet with a very general 
and hearty response from the great eiowd that had assembled to hear the investigation. 
The whole matter was laid over, or quashed, or broke down. There was nothing done — 
th(^ whole thing i^assed away. 

Question. You say the lawyer denounced Dorman? 

9 
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Answer. Yes, sir ; in the iuvestigatiou a lawyer from Wctnmxika was employed. 
Question. Who was that Lnvyer if 
Aii8iva\ I do not remember liis name. 

By the Ciiaikman : 

Question. How many were arrested at the time that investigation took place? 
Jnsxver, I do not know ; ho did not state. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. They were tried and released ? 
An8ivei\ That is the report; that the proceeding flashed out. 

By the Chaikman : 

Question. Is that the only case in which you know of an arrest being made? 

Answer. The only instance of arrest that I know. I have one case I wisb to present, 
and hero, is the affidavit. I will state the facts : a young man by the name of Blair, a 
colored man, — i— 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Is that case connected with the church ? 
Answer. No, sir; it is not. 

Question. Before you go on with that case, I wish to ask you some questions ; was there 
any evidence brought to your knowledge that the people who gathered around you in 
organizing the Methodist Episcopal Church in Alabama were people who had been con- 
strained into the se^iaration; was there any extensive feeling of that sort that you 
observed ? 

Answer. On the part of old men there were men who had lived under the old 
church and had been taken out without their knowledge or consent. They felt a 
longing to return to the old church and became centers of influence ; and the people, 
as a general thing, the loyal people, were very mucli displeased and dissatisfied with 
the ^Methodist Episcopal fchnrcb South. Some of their best ministers were expelled for 
disloyalty, or because they w(ire suspected of disloyalty to the Confederate States, and 
they 'were very much oppressed, and they hailed the opportunity of going to tho old 
church when she went there. 

Question. 1 notice that Mr. Sullivan in his affidavit states that on one occasion ho 
was told that the people at the church where he was preaching did not want to hear 
him ; that he took a vote of the congregation and all but three voted that they wanted 
to hear him, and three voted that they did not, and that tho crowd who was outside 
cursing and swearing agreed with tho three ; did you hear of that circumstance ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I heard it talked of. 

Question. Currently sj)okeu of? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Queslion, It was also charged against him by the crowd who were whipping him that 
he had not been true to the South. Had he been an old preacher ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you have any communication with Methodist Episcopal preachers in 
other Southern States — any general knowledge of how they were getting on? Was 
the work going on in other Southern States also ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and pretty general, for this reason : the last general conference es- 
tablished a paper located at Atlanta, Georgia, called the Methodist Advocate. It has 
become the organ of the South, and I am one of its corresponding editors ; I hav<^ had 
a pretty extensive correspondence with the preachers and leading men of tho Churcli^ 
and especially with the editor of that paper. 

^ Question. 1 do not want to go into details, but I want to ask you the general ques- 
tion, whether from your knowledge of the affairs and proceedings of the Church in other 
Southern States, engaged in work similar to that you were engaged in, there was any 
general or violent opposition ? 
Answei'. I think there is very general. 

Question. Do you mean to include the past in that; to say that there has been, an^l 
that there is, very general opposition ? 

Answer. I mean to say there has been and is. 

Question. Has it been manifested more or less in the same way by acts of violence ? 
Answer. To some considerable extent. 

By Mr. Coburn : 

Question. Is there any radical difl'erence, and if so, what is it, between tho disci- 
plme and doctrmes of the Methodist Einscopal Church South and the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church ? 

Answer. There is no difference in the doctrines and in tho general economy of the 
church ; there may bo some little changes adapted to the different sections of the conn- 
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try. The Methodist Episcopal Church retained the opposition to slavery ; the Meth- 
tuii.st Episcopal Church South obliterated it from the discipline. 

T3y Mr. Ste\'ENSOX : 
Question. They differed merely on the question of slavery ? 
Ansu'iT. Yes, sir ; that was the ground of the split. 

By 31r. Coburn : 

Qncsiwn. Is there any difference now that slavery has been abolished ? 
Ansinr. No, sir. Thc^ doctrines and discipline, and very generally the usage and 
economy, are the same — some verbal differences. 

(Question. Have they restored tlie old article in relation to slavery? 
Antiwer. The Southern Church "if 
(Jncy^iioit. Yes. 
Au^iii'tr. Xo, sir. 

nuci^iion. What is, then, the difference between the churches now ; is it a question 
of loyalty or disloyalty, or denu)cracy or repuldicanism ? Is it i)olitical, or is it relig- 
ious, in other wonls; that is Avhat I want to bring your mind to 

Amivcr. I think it is both ; it is a mixed ([uestion. At the general conf<M-ence. al'ter 
the surrender, of the ^letliodist E])iscoi)al Church, the general conference reciuested 
the bencli of bishops of th<^ Methodist E})is('()pal Church to confer witli the bishops of 
the ^Methodist E})iscopal Church South, and propose terms of union. The l»is]i()i)s of 
th(^ MetluKlist Cliurch South threw thcms(dves u])on the old issues an<l rcj{M't(>d the 
overture. At the last session of the general conference of the Methodist Ei)iscopal 
Church a connuissiou was ap])()inted to meet the general conference of the ^^Irtliodist 
Episcoi)al Church South, and again proi)os(^ formal terms of union, liishop .laynesand 
Dr. Harris were tlu^ commissioners. Tlu^vmet the general conference in Mcmi)]iis; they 
wen* receiv<'d very coi'dially, but the announcement was made and concurred in by the 
general conference tliat it \vas essential for the existence of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South to have two sejiarate organizations. 

By :SIr. Stevenson : * 
Qucsilon. That was in the conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church South? 
Aufiiccr. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 

Qacfition. Had they not, betbrc^ the war, had a very gn^at and excitinl eontroversy in 
the courts, and in the Sui)reme Court of the United States, in regard to the division of 
the property botwiM'U the two organizations { 

Ansinr. Yes, sir. As soon as the general conference of the M<'th()dist E])isco])al 
Clmrcli South was organiz(Ml th<\v institnt*'rl ])rocpedings in the courts lor their por- 
tion of the funds of the church, and they had to prosecute in the States where the 
])ro])erty was held. 

(Jacsilmi. I merely want to show that then^ was a controversy b(»t\veen the two 
churches before there were any political troubles. Was that not really the lirst blow 
against the arch of the union that occurred in the whole history of the matter / 

An.'ili'cr. It was a very heavy blow. 

By :Mr. Stevenson : 

Qucf^iioii. You were going on to make a statement in regard to the case of Blair. 

Answer. Yes, sir. Here is the aftidavit in that ease. (Sec "C," attached to this testi- 
mony, page I4S.) He was taken from his house — from his father, mother, brother, and 
sisters— and whipped: his legs were slit 0])(^n on three sides on his thighs; the calves 
of his legs were slit oi)en on two sides; the bottoms of his feet were slit op<m ; and 
then there were cuts made across both legs. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Qucsiwn. Cuts with a knife ? 
Answer. AVith some shari)-cuttiug instrument. 

By Mr. Blair: 
Question. ^Vhere did he live ? 

Answer. In ^Madison County, near the little town of Vienna, on the Tennessee River. 
It was done by disguised men. 
Question. ^Vas he a preacher? 

Answer. No, sir; he was a laboring man. He was thrown into spasms. He was 
brought into Huntsvilleon a stretcher, carried into the grand-jury room, and exhibited 
to the grand jury. He was subject to violent spasms, and about three months after 
he died in one of those spasms. 

IW ]Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Had he been subject to spasms before ? 
Ansiccr. No, sir ; he was a healthy boy. 
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By Mr. Bl.vir : 

Question. What was he whipped for ? . , , . n., 

Answer. I do not know; there Wcas nothmpr alleged agamst him. The parties were 
all identified by the family, and they were all sworn to before the grand jury. 

By Mr. Pool: 
Question. Did they indict them ? 

Ansic€r. It was reported that they were all indicted. It was before the United States 
court, under the civil-rights bill. 

By 3ilr. Stevenson : 
Question. Have they been tried yet ? 

Anstver. No, sir. Tiiere never has been one of them tried in that court. I think 
there were some thirty-three indictments, as I learned from the foreman of the grand 
jury, and from one of his colleagues; and seven of those indictments were for man- 
slaughter and murder in the first degree. Judge Charlton, the foreman of the grand 
jury; came to Iluntsville to investigate, and told me he would go to the bottom of the 
aftair, asbut two had been arrested, and they were illicit distillers. Before Judge 
Charlton reached his home in Summerville he v/as clandestinely murdered, in Decatur, 
in the night, seven buck-shot entering his body. 

By Iilr. Van Thump : 

Question. Did you say that difficulty arose out of some illicit transactions in distil- 
ling? 

Answer. No, sir. I said but two of the party had been arrested, and they were illicit 
distillers. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Two of those against whom indictments were found ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, of the thirty-odd. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Have any of those parties who were indicted at that time been arrested at 
allf 

Ansxcer. No, sir. Their names are not on the marshal's books at all. There have 
been no capiases issued, and consequently no arrests and no trial. 

By Mr. Blair: 
Question. This was in the United States court ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By ;Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. How long ago ? 
Answer. A year ago last fall. 

Question. Do you know the reason why they have not been prosecuted ? 

Answer. I think our courts in Alabama are a farce; not only afaree, but a mockery. 

Question. The United States courts ? 

Ansiver. I think all of them x^ut together are. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Was it in the district or the circuit court of the United States, or do you 
inow ? AVliat judge was on the bench ? 
Answer. Judge Busteed. 

Question. Was any other judge sitting with him? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. Then it was the district court ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I think there are three judicial districts, Mobile, Montgomery, 
and Iluntsville. 

Question. You mean three places of holding the United States court? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. I hold in my hands written statements of outrages sworn to. 

By Mr. Blair : 
<^uc8tion. Do you know the parties ? 
Answer. I know a large number of them. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. State what cases you know. 

Answer. Here is the affidavit of ]SIary Campbel (see " D, attached to this testimony, 
page 149,) in the case of William Campbell, her husband. 

Question. Do you know the facts of the occurrence there set forth ? 
Answa\ Yes, sir. 
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Question. State them. 

AnswiT. He resided in this Big Cove that I have referred to, in Madison County. He 
w'dH shot in the night, five times^ by disguised men ; once in the presence of his wife, and 
once the pistol was redthed around her to shoot him. 

By Mr. Van Thump: 

(JufHtion. Let us understand. You say you know all these facts. Of course you oau 
give the information you have got. How do you know of this transaction ? 
AvsH'cr, I was in tlie neighborhood, and pa.ssed through. 
Question. You were not present at the shooting f 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You know whtit you have heard others say ? 
Answer. 1 was not an eye-witn(*ss of it. 

Question. \Vluit yon know about it is from information from others ? 

^inswer. I was in the neighborhood ; 1 saw the widow of the murd(M-ed man ; I was 
in tlie neighliorliood, and J lieard the jx'ople who buried him talk of the oeeuricnee. 

Q)testion. As you proceed with each case consecutively, it will save t'lum if you will 
state? what you are testifying to of your own knowledge, and wliat on iuformatiou 
from others. 

^Inswer. This man Campbell was sliot and luurdered. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Qiiestion. AVho was lie ? 

Ansirer. A colored man ; an industrious, hard-vv'orking man, living on a ])lautation. 

(Juesiion. Was he prouiim-nt in any way ' 

^iusirer. Quite so; he was killed Just before the election. 

Qt(estion. \Vas he i)rouiincnt as a republican / 

.Inswer. Yes, sir; as a rei)ul)liean among the colored men. Prior Turner, of Hunts- 
ville, was shot. 1 did not see the shooting ; I saw the man, andstiw his weninds, and 
I sav»' the case as it was brought before the grand Jury. 

Question. AVho was \w ! 

Answer. A citizen of iluntsville ; a A ery hard-working, industrious colored ma!i. 
Question. Had he any i)rominen<'e ? 
Answer. Quite considerable. 
Question. As a reimblican ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; as a republican and as a man. 

By th(^ CiiAiKMAN : 
Question. When did that occur ? 

^Inswer. The date is in this paper. (See E," attached to this testimony, pag(^ If)!).) 

By !Mr. Van Tiu'mp : 
Question. You do not yourself recollect ! 
^l)iswer. Yes, sir ; I recollect the year ; it was in 1>^G8. 

By th(* Chairman : 

(JiU'^tion. In regard to all those cases in reference to which you have submitted 
aihdaN its, have you made such investigation as to satisfy you that the statements made 
are substantially correct ! 

Answer. Yes, sir; I am perfectly sangninc of that. 

By Mr. Blaui: 

Question. In whose handwriting are these affidavits ? I notice that they are all in 
one hand writing. 

Answer. They are in tlie handwriting of Mr. Wager, the Thireau ag<mt at Ilunts- 
ville. Here are two cases that occurred on one plantation. (See ''ly attached to this 
testimony, page 151.) I had the statement from the g(3ntleman himself, i Ko moi-n- 
ings after they were whipptMl, and I saw one of the men. Seven wen? whipped in one 
night <m the plantation of Mr. David Bush ; sev(m v>'ere whipped, three W(;re shot, and 
one was munlered. X was taken to see him ; he was lacerated all over, and his Ixuly 
l)nncturcd with some four or live bullets, lie Avas living when I saw liim, l)ut died a 
few days after. 

By Mr. CoiiUPtN : 

Question. Did lie make any statement to you while in this dying condition ? 
Answer. I talked with him. 
Question. What did he say i 

A)tswcr. He said there were some thirty or forty disguised men who came into hi-; 
Ik^usc, took his gun and broke it, took him out one side and beat him, and then shot 
him, and persons on the plantation carri(;d him in. 

(Juestion. At the time he made ibis statement was be in the prospect of death 
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Ansicer. Yr3, sir; riorlitiu the jaws of death. 

Question. He made that statciiient with the understanding that his wounds were 

^^^Ansivc" . Yes, sir ; and it was concurred in hy Mr. Bush, who saw some of the parties 
whippe'i. They were all on his plantation and they scattered in every direction. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. How many do you say wore whipped at the same lime ? 

Antrim'. There were seven whipped, three shot, and one killed, named Williams. 

Question. Did Williams identify any of the men who did it ? 

Answer. No, sir ; he did not know any of them. 

By the CnAiRMAN : 

Question. Does this embrace the number of persons whose affidavits you are in pos- 
session of, and which cases you have examined so as to be satisfied that these state- 
ments are correct ? 

Ansivc7\ Yes, sir. 

Question. State whether your attention has been directed to the number of i:)ersons 
in various counties who have been subjected to these outrages, and if you have made 
a summary of how many they are, including those you have mentioned in your 
testimony. 

Answer. It would be very difficult for me to tell, as I have traveled over nearly every 
county north of Montgomery, in my saddle; with the cares of my church resting on my 
mind, it would have been very difficult for me to have recorded all the numerous in- 
stances that came to my knowledge. I was careful to keep a record in my diary of what 
I regarded as authentic, and to put down none that I regarded as doubtful. 

Question. Taking the various counties, give us a summary of what you have so re- 
corded; you need not give the names. 

Answer. I have taken down Madison, Jackson, Limestone, Morgan, Blount, and 
Marshall Counties. 

Question. Give a summary of the result of your examination, beginning first with 
Madison County. 

Answer. At the time I was getting out of the way I got into the creek and got my 
book wet, so that the entries are somewhat blurred ; in 'Madison County there were 
sixty-one cases. 

Question. Between what dates? 

Answer, From 1868 to 1871. 

By Mr. Coburn : 

Question. Do you mean including 1871 up to this time? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. Have there been any in 1871 ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they are going on now, or were when I left home. They were 
raiding constantly. In Jackson County were forty cases. 

By the Ciiair:man : 
Question. Between the same dates ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there were seven killed in Madison among the sixty-one cases. In 
Limestone County were thirty-six cases, of whom six were killed. 
Question. The six are included in the thirty-six? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Pool: 
Question. How about Jackson? 

Answer. There were thirty-one punished and six killed there. In Blount County 
seventy-one wevQ punished; six killed; in Marshall County there were seventv-six 
punished and seven killed; in Morgan County fifty-seven were punished and eight 
killed. 

B^^ Mr. Blair : 
Question. Have you the names in that memorandum-book 

Answer. Not all in all the counties; some have been blurred or obliterated so that I 
have been compelled to transfer them. 

By ^Ir. Van Trump : 

Question. How came you to state awhile ago that there were forty cases in Jackson 
County? 
Answer. I made a mistake. 
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By Mr. Coburn : 

Question, Were these more violent eases of outrage x^trpetrated by ^Yhat are called 
Kii-ICViix or disguised men ? 

A))su-c)\ In every instance I have recorded there it has been by disguised men; I have 
recorded no other instances. 

By Mr. Van Trump 
Question. Is this your original memorandum-book or a transcript ? 
Answer. I have had some of my manuscripts burned, Avhen my house was burned, and 
I had to take some of these from scraps as I gathered them or had tliem in my jiossession. 
Qnestion. Then this is but a transcript from the original memorandum 
Answer. Yes, sir ; and some additions made here. 

Question. How does it happen that this all ai)pears to be written at one time? 
^inswer. I stated that I drew it from rough memoranda and inaHns('rii>t. 
Quei^tion. Then there is no part of this b ')ok which is original nu*moranda? 
A}iswer. No, sir; but I assert that it is a true copy of what I gathered as I traveled 
through the country. 

Question. Did you take down the first casr of all that you heard of when you went 
to Alabama ? 

^Ijisnrr. I did not take them down for some little time. 

Question. After how long a times how many easels had occurred and come to your 
knowledge before you began to make a record of themf 

^Inswer. On my return from my refageeing in the mountains; I tlK'U began to keep 
a memorandnm in regard to certain localities. 

Question. In what year did this refugeeing condition of things occur ? 

^tnsu'tr. It wa^s a few days after tlie presidential election. 

Question. When did you go to Alabama ? 

^Inswer. In tlie autnnni alter the surrender; but there was no Ku-Klux then. 
(Question. There was no distni'banee of any kind ? 
Answer. Xot at all. 

Question. Yon went there as a gospel minister ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And from l'-^()5 to when was tluu'e entire harmony and peace ? 
jlnsn-er. Up to near the i)residential election, or during the spring and the suninn'r 
preceding. 

Question. And it was at that period that you were a refugee ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; after tlu^ ])resident ial (dection I was two months in the mountains, 
and after that I commenced making a record, and then I recoided the facts. 

Question. How long ]u-ior to that i)residi'ntial election did these things b(»gin to 
occur ? 

^inswer. They commenced about March and A])ril. 

Question. Seven or eight months prior to the presidential election, then ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Questio)i. And you did not commence to make memoranda or to keep any record of 
these things until two or three months after the eleetit)n ? 
Answer. Xo, sir. 

Question. Nearly a year passed, then, before you began to think it was your duty to 
kec]) a record of the state of things in ^Vlabama? 
Answer. Not that length of time. 
Que.'^tion. Well, some nine mouths ? 
^Inswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did these things occur frequently prior to the presidential election ? 
Answer. Quite frequently. 

Question. Why did it not strike you that you ought to keep a memorandum of those 
things ? 

Answer. I do not think of any x^articular reason ; men do some things without any 
l>artieTdar reason for them ; Imt it began to occur to me that they were so frequent that 
I would look after them and keep a memorandum of them. 

Question. That is, two or three months after tlie presidential election, and after all the 
excitement which that election would naturally produce everywhere in the country 
had begun to pass away, you then began to think it was time to make a memorandum 
of these things ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I will sav this: that I regard that as a verv moderate estimate f*)r 
the State. 

Quest io}i. It does not come up to the facts, then ? 

Answer. I think it a very moderate estimate for these reasons: I heard of whii)pings 
and hangings in ditierent places, many that I have not recorded there. 
Question. In these special counties ? 
Answer. O, yes, sir. 

Question. Murders which you have not recorded ? 
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Answer, Yes, sir; one man hung by the name of Smith. 

Ojifs/mw. How many more murders? , , . 1 1 i 

Answer. There was a Mr. Fi-ancis, a school-teacher, ami a blacksmith, and several 

^^^Question. Why did you not put them down in this record ? 

Answer. I could not testify to them, and by some means or other they escaped me, 
and I would not make any fresh entry. ^ ^ ^ . ^ ^ ^i. t . 

Question. You cannot testify positively to the facts in most of the cases on the list 
here ? 

Answer. No sir, I cannot positively; but they are well-attested cases that occurred 
in nei"-hborhood8 through which I have traveled, and of which 1 have no earthly doubt. 
Then there is this fact : there is such terror on the people that many are whipped and 
dare not name it ; they are threatened to be murdered,,to be burned up, to be outraged, 
if they mention it. , . ^. . -, ^ « 

Question. That is the reason why you think this list is a moderate one 1 

Answer. Yes, sir. . . -, - . » 

Question. How often have you held church services in Alabama, religions services ? 

Answer. I cannot tell you. 

Question. Is the number almost beyond your recollection, innumerable ? 

Answer. Where I have held cliurches ? . 

Question. Yes, religious services, publicly? 

Answer. I have been a very industrious laborer. 

Question. Has it been as often as once a week? 

Answer. I should think so. 

Question. During these five years and eight months ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were any of your services, your public meetings, ever broken up ? 

Answer. No, sir; in several instances I have been notified thatit would not be safe, 
and I have not gone to my appointments. 

Question. I know you have testified so ; now, if these men were so persistent and deli}>- 
crate in seeking your life, have they not had a number of opportunities to accomplish 
that result ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. At the times they have come to your meetings there has always been some 
inteiiiositiou of Providence, or something else, at least a remarkable array of circum- 
stances by which you have escaped ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You are holding meetings there yet, are you not? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How long since you ccasedi 

Answer. On my return from the March and April tour I determined never to make 
another tour on the circuit; my in-esence in the neighborhood was a matter of terror 
and alarm. 

Question. Then, if I understand you, there is more terror and a more desperate state 
of things in Alabama at this moment than there has been at any previous time during 
the five years and eight months you have been in Alabama ? 

Ansicer. I did not say that. At the time 1 ceased my labors, when I made my last 
tour around my district, I was in more peril than in any other I have ever made there. 

Question. Tliat was how long ago ? 

Answer. 1 closed out in April. I wish to name three other circumstances that escaped 
me. I have been very ill. I have not been so ill before for twenty years as I have been 
since I have been here, and my memory does not serve me as readily as it would under 
other circumstances. I may get tilings a little out of place. In the month of August, 
18G9, 1 was traveling through along piece of woods when a rifle-bullet passed by my ear, 
cutting through my whiskers, which were a little longer then than they are now. I 
saw the smoke of a gun from behind a large oak tree. I wheeled my horse and rode 
up, and found a man there who was trembling and shaking. 

Question. Were you alone ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Unarmed ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. I came rapidly on him as Jie was trying to reload his gun. lie 
thought ho was going to be killed. He knew that ho deserved it, and begged piteously 
for lile. I made him go down to the road. 

Question. You had him completely under your control ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 1 carried him with me about a mile and a half, until I came into 
an open lot so that I knew he could not hurt me, and then let him go. He gave me 
bis name, but it was a fictitious one. 

Question. How do you know that ? 

Answer. I described the man to i)eoplc who knew him, and a week after that he left 
he country. 
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Question. Was he disguised then ? 
Answi)\ Xo, sir. 

Qnesfiou. Had he any pistol or bowie-kuife about him ? 
Ansiver. Not that I know of. 

By Jlr. Stevenson : 
Quc^flou, He was disguised ])y the tree when he fired ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Van Tjju.^ip : 
Quesiion. AVliy did yon not tak(' him before an offieer of justice ? 

Answer. I did' not know that I shouhl ever live to get tliere with a prisoner, and I 
have no ccmfuhMiee in tlie courts of justice tliere. I would not i)rosecute a man ; I 
Avouhl not complain of a man to a grand jury, whatever he might do. 

Question. You say you have several other cases. Before I go to another point you 
can state them. 

By Mr. Pool: 

Question. Before you leave this case, what did that man's real name turn out to be? 
Answer. I do not remember In^ name now. 

By ]Mr. Van Tju mp : 
()ues{ion. Did you know him before that ? ^ 
Answer. 1 had never seen him before. 
Question. Could he jiossiblv have known yon ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I think he did; he had }>een to my meetings. 

By :Mr. Pool: 
Question. Was he a white man / 

Answer. Yes, sir, lie was a whit(^ man; a slim, long-haired, hollow-eyed, sallow -look- 
ing tellow. lie was said t(j have l)een a very ])ad man through iho war. 

By Mr. C()r,UJ:N : 
(Jue.'ition. How far from there had you pi'cached ? 
^iuswer. About live miles. 

By Mr. Bool: 

Question. What reason did In^ give for shooting at you ? 

Answer. He said he shot at a s(piirrel, <lid not shoot at me. But that was a very op(^n 
piece, /md you could see a man for two hundred yards. 1 was in sight at least two 
innidred yards. 

r>y Mr. liLAiii : 
Question. Wlu^re was tliat ? 

Answer. In Bdonnt County. In the month of November ftdlowing I was riding 
through a i)iece of woods, and a man iired on me from a ])oint of rocks, at an ,'ingle of 
about four degrees; th(0)all just clipped over my shoulder, zip! I saw him get up 
from 1)ehind the rock and go over across the ridge and run oil. 

r>y Mr. Van Thump : 

(ine-'^tiou. Did you not begin to think that if there was any time when it was prudent 
t-o stop your travels it was just about that time, two years ago ? 
Answer. 1 thought it was time to say my prayers. 
Question. Still you kept on two years longer, or a year longer? 

Answer. Yes, sir. In the moutli of D(H'(Mnber, 1H()S, on a Friday, it was intensely 
rainy, and I was unabh^ to travcd. I had twenty miles to go to reach my quarterly 
meeting. I started the next morning, a little before day. The moon was shining. 
About a mile fn)m the house, at a causeway in the pike, a cap was suapi)ed within live 
paces of nu^, and a man ran olY like a deer through the woods with his gun in his 
hands. 

Question. These are the three instances you wanted to state? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Now, to go back for a fcnv moments to where you started. You say cpiite a 
nuni])er of leading men told you that they would never submit to the Government, 
because their slaves had lieeu iuad<^ their rulers. That is about the substance of what 
you said, I believe. When was that ? 

Answer. That was in the last of winter and in the spring of 1867. 

Quesiion. Were those gcMitkMuen republicans or democrats ? 

^Insieer. I judged from the general tone of their conversation that they were demo- 
crats. 

Question. Were you not acquainted with them ? 
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Answer, No, sir ; I had never seen tlicm before. 

Question. How many gentlemen of that sort, prominent leading men, spoke to you in 

that way ? . t i i 

Aimvei'. I should suppose, scattered over the distance I traveled, a dozen. 

Question. Was it on any particular trip that you were making in your religious 
vocations, or was it on several trips ? 

Answer. It was on a trip for one single purpose, to distribute the moneys belonging 
to t^ie different presiding elders and the preachers under them. 

Question. Then it was on that trip, for that purpose, that these men told you these 
things ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. In what county or counties did it occur? 

Answer. I should suppose, as I was traveling through the country, (I made no par- 
ticular record of it,) that it was in Calhoun, Tallapoosa, Talladega, and various other 
eonnties. I do not know that I could name them all, for I was traveling zigzag over 
the country. 

Qitestion. These men were strangers to you as you were passing through there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; total strangers. 

Question. How did you happen to stop and get into conversation with them? 

Anstver. I was traveling and put up with them over night ; introduced myself as a 
Methodist preacher, and during the conversations we had these matters were spoken of 
very freely, as they were uppermost in their minds. 

Question. Do you say that you do not know the name of a single man of all those 
who made that declaration to you ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not now know the name of one of them ; I made no record of 
their names. 

Question. Did it not strike you with surprise that they should make such declarations ? 
Answer. Somewhat so. 

Question. Why did you not keep a record of that state of facts as you did of these 
others? You had your book with you? 
Answer. I had a diary. 
Question. You did not make that record ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. You did not know their names ? 

Answer, I knew tbeir names at the time, but in the crowd of matters that have come 
up in the years since then their names have been crowded out of my memory. 
Question. You knew their names at the time ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many instances of that sort occurred? 
Answer. I should suppose in the neighborhood of a dozen. 
Question. And not a single name can you recall now? 

Aiiswei: There is this to be said: I should hesitate some time before I would give a 
name under the circumstances, though I state positively that I do not remember a . 
name. But if I did I should hesitate a little, because I might embarrass the position 
of those men if this evidence should come out. 

Question. You would fear for those men ? 

Answer. I would fear for those men. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. You do not expect to go back there ? * 
Ansivcr. 1 have virtually resigned my relation to that district, and so notified mv ^ 
bishop, and he has virtually released me, though I still hold the relation to my confer- 
ence and district. 

By Mr. VAX Trump: 

Question. I understood you to say that, notwithstanding those gentlemen were stran- 
gers to you and you to them, they said there was an organization that would regulate . 
this whole matter? ^ x 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Aud that you asked how it was to be done, and thevsaid that a man would 
drop (lead hero and another there, a<id so numerous would be the cases of that sort 
that It would overwhelm and overawe the judiciary of the country. That was about 
the substance of what you said ? ^ j 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is about the substance. 

Question. Am\ when you got back to Huntsvillo from that same trip, you first heard 
of the Ku-Klux organization ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. , 

niif f ^"'l??" ^'^^"^"^ "^'^V '™azement of an organization that corresponded ex- 
actly with what those men said was to be ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. • • 

Question. How long were you on that trip ? 

Answer. I traveled six hundred and fifty miles in my saddle, overbad roads. 
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Question. Yon were not on a preaching tour, but stopped to distribute documents ? 
Aui^wer. To distribute funds. 

Question. Did you get back in the course of five or six weeks ? 

AnsH'o: I cannot state the time. I was busy during the whole time. I do not re- 
mi^mbcr the exact tune. I was very active. 

QiKstion. f lave yon any idea of about what time it was ? 
Atisiver. No, sii\ 

By Stevexsox : 
Qncfition. Can you give us the date when you started on that trip ? 
Answer. It was about the middle of February, 1867. 
Question. You are distinct in your recollection about that ? 
Answer. I am pretty distinct about that. 

By ^Ir. Pool : 
Question. How was your house burned ? 
Answer. It was burned with fire, and very rai)idly, too. 
Question. Who l)urne(l it ? State the circumstances. 

Answer. I was not at home at the time. It was reported to have taken fin^ by acci- 
dent, and yet it was very mysterious. 

By ]SIr. Yax Tiiu:mp : 
Question. In the city of Iluntsville ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; no assistance was rcMidercd. and my family reported to me, and so did 
the tea<'liers. I obtained assistance from tbe church, and some aid from the bureau, 
and built a very hue seminary of learning, whieh cost about ."^10,000, for the education 
of teachers ; a normal scliool in Ilnntsvilh'. My house had been the lionse of the 
teachers, and they informed me, wlien I got home, that tlu^ l)eople wonhl laugh and 
jeer, and not lift a linger to help, and said that all they regretted was that the whole 
danui nest of nigger preachers and teacbei's was not burned up with the house. 

Question. This is the information you got after you got back ? 

Ansi':er. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Stevexsox : 
Question. Who said that ? 
^ Answer. The crowd that canie around 

By Mr. Yax Trump : 
Question. AYhat time of day? 
Answer. Early in the morning. 

Question. After the people had all arisen from their slumbers? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By ^Ir. Blair : 
Question. Yourlamily were at home? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By ]Mr. Pool : 
Question. Was it the seminary that was burned ? 
Answer. Xo, sir; a private house. 

P>y Mr. Yax Trump : 
Question. Was there any fire-engine in Iluntsville ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; ])nt they did not get there in time. 
Question. They did come ? 

Answer. Yes. sir; but the building was too far gone. 

Qufsiion. You thought they were rather slow coming? That is 3'our general impres- 
sion ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; that is my impression. I will state one fact more. There have been 
six churches burned in my district by incendiaries, and four of them — three colored and 
one wliite — within the si)ace of four weeks preceding the congressional election last 
summer. Here is a description of the shooting into my house, of which I S]K)ke. [See 
''(t." attached to this testimony, page 1,73.] And here is a notice of the action of 
Governor Lindsay. I merely name it. 

By Mr. Stevexsox : 
Question. Does that relate to the shooting into your house ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

The paragraph is as follows : 

" From the Iluntsville Advocate, May 27, 1871. 
^'The governor at last has offered §">00 reward each for Howell Jones and Geo. Blan- 
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cett clmmMl, as tlisgiiisea men, with whipping Wm. Harper in Jackson County about 
ono month ago. Also ^200 each for James and Preston Le well en, H. C Lawless, Geo. 
Wann, and Burn Barber, charged (as disguised men) with killing Sam'l Gates on 2oth 
January."] 

By Mr. Van Tkump : 

OuesUon. How does that relate to the testimony you have given ? 

Answer. I only showed it to you, as I thought we were about closing out my testi 
mony, to show how matters are (^oing on iu Alabama. 

Qucstwn. If you want to have it in your testimony 

Ansu'ir. I do not know anything about it. 

By tho CiiAiKMAN : 
Question. You know nothing about it ? 
Ansictr. No, sir. 

By Ur. Van Tkump : 
Question. You do not admire Governor Lindsay very much. 

Answer. Ho is a very gentlemanly, faif-minded man. I showed that to show that 
Governor Lindsay is making some efibrts to stop these things. 
Question. 1 understood you to offer it in a very different light. 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You said you handed it to me to show how things were done. I supposed 
it was a sort of criticism on Governor Lindsay's acts. 
Answer. No, sir; I intended it the other way entirely. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. What is this i^aper, the Huntsvillo Advocate? 

Answer. It is a republican paper, and a very prudent, cautious sheet. I introduo(^d 
this to show that Governor Lindsay was taking some pains and making some efforts to 
ferret out and arrest this state of affairs. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. I merely misapprehended your object. 
Answer. That was my object. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. What knowledge have you from general information as to whether any 
school-houses have been destroyed or attacked in Alabama during the time covered by 
your testimony ? 

An8wci\ I have passed tho ruins of probably a half dozen colored school-houses that 
have been burned. 

Qj/csfJOH. In your district? 
Ariswcr. In my district; yes, sir. 

Question. Have you heard of any others being burned ; I mean have you been credibly 
informed so by persons in the neighborhood? 

Ansiver. I think that has occurred in almost every portion of North Alabama ; I am 
n(jt so well acquainted in South Alabama, but I think it has occurred pretty generally 
throughout North Alabama. 

Question. How was it understood that these school-houses had been burned ? 

Answa\ By incendiaries; by persons opposed to the education of tho colored peoiila 

Question. Did it appear whether any of tho persons who burned them were in dis^- 
guise ? 

Answer. It was not known ; they were burned in the night clandestinely. 
Question. Was that tho case with the churches ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was there any marked hostility exhibited toward school-teachers ? 

Answer. Very great hostility. ^ 

Question. In all the cases you have mentioned, I believe you have specified ono or tw^ 
instances of outrages committed upon school-teachers ; were any of the others school 
teachers, so far as you know ? 

Answer. None of those I havo named. A white man in Morgan County was beatei 
and driven off. 

Question. When was that ? 

Answer. That was in tho fall of 1868. I think there has been a very deep-set tle( 
opposition and hostility to tho education of tho colored people; but I^thinkwoan 
improving in that respect; I think that opposition is greatly weakened, and that then 
is a better feeling on that subject. 

Question. What is your opinion of other portions of tho State in regard to the destruc 
tion of cliurches ? I believe you have spoken upon that point exclusively in regard t( 
your own district. 
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Answer. I have heard of a great maDy others; I have no evideuco of it except from 
n('wsi)apers and from general report. 

(Jim;fion. From your communications with the church ? 
Anm'cr. Yes, sir. 

Question. How were those churches generally built ? 

Anm-er. Some of them were built preceding the division, and belonged to the old 
Methodist Episcopal Churchy and by the division fell to the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. IIow did you get possession of them ? 

Ansicer. In many instances the whole congregation came over to us^and as they were 
not occupied l)y anybody else, we occupied them. 

Qiiesdon. Was there any conllict between different congregations in regard to getting 
possession of churches ? 

Ansiver. Not one of those which has been burned in my district. The white church 
I referred to, as one of the four burned last summer, was biiilt by the citizens within 
the hist three years. 

By Mr. Stevexsox : 
Question. By the congregation after it was organized ? 

Ans'wer. Yes, sii-; and so with regard to all tlie colored school-houses. You will have 
to make a little allowance ; our churches tlK^re are sometimes very ci iide affairs. 
They are bnilt up of rude, cnule logs ; and what they would call boards we would call 
staves. 

By Mr. Yax Trump : 
Question. Chip-boards, wo call them in Oliio ? 

^l)tsurr. Yes, sir ; and from slO and .^.jO to $75 would bnild one of them. And the 
colored peo})l(^ would i)ut up very crude log-pens for school-houses, that would bo 
worth 8'25 or "r^M) ; but they would answer their i)urpose. 

Question. The colored pcoi)le put them up themselves ? 

Ansu-er. Yes, sir. 

Question. All the houses down there, as a general rule, are not very substantial ? 
Answer. They are very crude. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Does it not happen occasionally in that wild country that these churches 
are used at night by travelers passing through ? 

Answer. Not there ; they are not on the roads ti'avcled. "What you have said is the 
case to a very great extent, but not in regard to the colored churches ; I have never 
known travellers to put up in them. In the South they have no public houses in the 
country, and those engaged in teaming generally go pr<'pared to camp out, carrying 
their own piovisions, which they prefer, and sto}) nowhere at private houses, unless it 
is a stormy night, or something of that sort. 

(Jue^^tion. In such cases, I sui)pose, they frequently avail themselves of the shelter of 
the churches ! 

A)fsw(r. Yes, sir; if in the neighborhood of them. 

Que>iiion. And in that Avay their destruction occasionally occurs ? 

jin.swer. That was not the case in either of these instances, because they were not on 
roads wliere they traveled. 

Question. There nnist b(^ travelers all through the country ? 

Answer. There were no travelers there when they were burned. 

By Mr. Stevexsox : 

Question. Did you ever hear their destruction, in any case, attributed to that cause 
by anyhody ? 
Answer. Xever. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Were any churches burned of any other denomination ? 
Answer. Xo, sir. 

By Mr. Yax Trump : 

(hiestion.^ While on the subject of burning, let me inquire of you w^ith regard to the 
burnhig of your own house. You said the hre in your house occurred in the morning ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. About what time ? 

Antiwer. I am not positive whether it was at 12 o'clock or soon after breakfast ; it 
was either soon after dinner or soon after breakfast. 

Question. After peo^^le were all up and at their business ? 
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Answer. Yos, sir. 

OHcs/iai^ What members of your family were there? ^ , xi ^ a. 

3w.?icm I thiukbut two members, my wife and only daughter, and the teachers; 
probably four teachers were stopping at the house. ^ ^ . ^ . ^ 

(,)M<'s<fOH. Where did tho fire occur; in what part of the building? home ot the 
members of the family must have noticed. ^ , -. . -. ^ ^ 

Answer. It was first seen breaking out of a window ; the fire had extended so tar 
they could not tell exactly where it began. , ^ , 

(^ucstioit. It was a very rapid conflagration from tho first moment it was discovered i 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. W\i8 it a wood or a brick house ? ^ , . ^ . 

Answer. All of our buildiugs there are principally of this lat pmo; there was a wind 
blowing, and it went like tinder. . , ^i. ^ , 

Question. Will you state here as a witness that you have any idea that house was 
fired by an incendiary ? . mi • • 

Answer. I have no settled opinion myself upon that subject. There were suspicions, 
but I give the best construction ; I do not believe it was. 

Question. Huntsvillo is quite a largo town ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you live in a thickly-populated part of the town ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I was near tho square, where there were but few buildings: there 
were vacant lots around me. 

Question. Nobody could have got up into the upper story of that building and set fire 
to it that morning without some member of the family knowing it ? 

Answer. They might have come in from the rear, but I do not regard it probable. 

By the Chaihmax : 

Question. You give it as your opinion that it was not burned by an incendiary? 
Answer. I give it as my opinion that it was not. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question* I notice in this account in the paper G," attached to this testimony, 
page 153,] of the shot fired into your house, that one of the upper panes of tho upi)er 
^ash of the bow window was broken " by the shot ; was that so ? 

Answer. The window was on a line with the street, and the firing was in a direct 
line with the fireplace in the room. The shot struck over the center of the window, 
covering tho whole window down to the center. 

Question. None of the shot were lower down ? 

Answa\ I think tbere was one about six inches below tbe center, and then from that 
ranging up to the top of tho window. 

Question. That would all be above tho head of a person standing, would it not ? 
Ansicei'. No, sir ; it would have struck me standing. 
Question. If you had been directly at the window ? 

Answer. If I had been directly at tho window, and standing, it might have struck me. 
Question. They ranged up, did they? 

Avsiver. Yes, sir ; they rather ranged up and struck in the wall rather high ; I think 
but one struck the ceiling above the wall. 
Question. The shot ranging upward ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the house was a little up above the level of the street. 
Question. The statement in tho paper goes on to say that this shot evidently was not 
intended to kill, because of its being fired at such an elevation. , 
Answer. You wiU have to take that description with some grains of allowance. ,j 

By Mr, Van Trump : 
Question. Why? 
By Mr Blair : 

Question. \Vhat I want to ^et at are tho actual facts of tho case, because those facts 
fell under your own observation, as you were therein the room, and saw where the shofr 
struck, and tho course and direction they took. It was impossible to have struck a per-"* 
son with that shot, unless he was standing directly at the window, because they struck 
high on the window and ranged upward ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Now, in arguing from that fact, this newspaper says that it was either fired 
by a very bad marksmau 

Answe7\ Yes ; or that ho did not intend to kill. There is another paper, I think, that 
has an account of it. 

Question. That is a fact to which I wish to draw your attention. You say there was 
a ligbt in tbe window, and from tho description which you gave of it, it is evident 
that a person could be seen tbrough the window although the blinds were closed. Did 
you not say thafc? 
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Anmer, Xo, sir; yoii could not soe a i)erson ; yon coukl see tbe liglit. 

Qimtiou, What I wanted to get at was whether it was a natural inference, to be 
drawn from nil the surroundin*^ circumstances, that the shot was calculat(Hl rather to 
alarm you than to injure you. 

A)t8n-cr. The fact that persons were in the rear with guns at present arms/' the 
aim of the gun lired, and the report they circulated subsequently that I was killed, all 
forced the conclusion upon my mind tliat the intention was to kill me. It is a well- 
known fact with all marksmen — perhaps you are not so well acquainted with hunting 
as some arc — that in shooting in the night, all men, unless they i\n^ experts, always 
shoot over. In shooting at a deer in the night, or at a turkey, or at anything of that 
sort, a marksman is pretty sure to shoot over unless he is an exi)ert, and allows for tbe 
darkness of the night. I account for the shooting over in that way. 

QhcsHoh. You think it was intended to take your life? 

Anmccr. I believe it was intended to take my life ; and from the subsequent fact that 
I was notilied to leave the iilace. : 

Quef^ihn. Now, do you think it is a ratioiml thing in a nnm who really hnd any design; 
to take your life, to shoot simply where he saw a light, and where he could not see^ 
your person ? 

Aiisnrr. I had been seated there until 7 o'clock — until after night-fall. 
Quvstion. The shot could not have hit yon where you had been seated ? 
^inanrr. The nnirksman shot over. 

(^)uv>it}o)f. Y(m assume that a mim who really designed to take your life would shoot 
wliere be hnd sei^i you some Iionrs previously, sinqjly because he saw a light there ? 
^In.sivcr. Not some houns*. 
(^^uvstioii. llow long l)ef()re ? 
AitHivvr. Not excee(ling sixty minutes. 
(jHcuiioH. That is an hour ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Oucsiiou. Do you think that a person, who had any serious design to take a man's 
life, would act in that way ? 

Aiiiiiivcr, I do not wish to argue thesubj(^ct* but, as you argue the question, I will say 
tl)at tlie fact that 1 had been seated there until after dark, that my light remaimMl 
there the s;nne after th<' curtains were drawn, they could not sf (> me, \mi tlu-y conld 
see the light ; the tiring of the gnu after those fruitless atti'mpts, and snai)i)ing three 
ea])s, the ]>osition of tlie men in th<\var<l with guns at " ])res(mt arms," the only jjointsof 
egress from the honse being guarded, the announcement mad(^ that I had gone up,'' all 
that to me was evidence that they were making an attempt on my life. 

Qiiffitiou. I simply want to get your opinion of the matter under the circumstances / 

Anftivvr. One remark; that statement in the ])aper is not a faithful statement of tln^ 
facts. Mr. Clay, the editor of that pai)er, is a very heated, strong partisan ; remarkably 
so. You se<' he makes a remark there not favorable to me. lie has been a ]uost mortal 
and bittr'r enemy of me and my friends, and several very scurrilous and low-down 
articles in regard to me and my family have appeared in his paper. 

By Mr. Vax Trv^iv : 
QM('>ii'ion. You still say he does state the facts ? 

AuHwcr. lie states facts, but he throws in the remark that the mau who fired the 
shot was a bad marksman, or had no design to kill me. 

By Mr. Stevp:ns()x : 
Qnr-sfion. How wide was the street there? 

A)ts}vcr. I sni)pose the space between the house and the street is three f(?et, and from 
th(^ appearance and position of the mau who fired the shot, he was about the middle 
of the street. The soiled wadding of the gun was found at a point that indicated that 
he was in the middle of the street. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question, Did you hear the caps snapped? 
Answer. Distinctly. 

By :Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. Suppose you had been seated at the window, where you had before been 
sitting, judging from the position where the man was, and where the shot struck, how 
high above your head would the shot have passed ? 

Answer. About three feet ? 

Quesiion. He would have missed you, then, by about three feet ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Blair: 

Question. Is it very rational to suppose that a man would continue to sit at the win- 
dow when he heard three caps exploded in the street, in that way ? 
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Aimcer, I was not sitting at the wIdcIow. 

Question. "Well, argiiiug from the real occurrences as you suppose them to be; 
here is a man deliberating nmrder; ho snaps three caps at a closed window. Is it na- 
tural to suppose that the man would believe that his victim would remain seated or 
standing at a window at which ho was attempting to fire his gun ? 

Ansircr. I do not know how that is. The first cap startled me. 

Question, What did you do? 

Answer. I hesitated ; I was conversing, and I did not wish to show any alarm to my 
family. The second cap snapped, a very short space of time afterwards, as soon as a 
man could re-cap a gim. I remarked, " That is the crack of a whip ; " boys very fre- 
quently crack whips on a street they are traveling upon. Not hearing any footfalls or 
any wagons passing, my mind was agitated. The third explosion was a faint one ; the 
cap seemed to be a little defective. "0!"said I, "it is nothing but the crack of a 
whip." The family was all anxious, looking at me ; there w^ere several persons pre- 
sent; and then the gun exploded. 

Bv the Chairm^vn : 

Question. Upon the supposition that the shot discharged at your house would not 
have effect, was it not reasonable to suppose that you would go either to the front 
door or to the back door of the house? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it would be very reasonable to suppose so. ♦ 

Question. You say there were two persons at the back door, with guns. Had the per- 
son in front any confederate with him, did yon learn ? 

Answer. Nothing more than vague report ; it was reported that there was quite a 
little crowd of them, and they ran i)ff up the street. But I have no knowledge of those 
fiicts, for I did not go to the front or to the rear. 

Question, Had you appeared at the front door, you would have been in range of a gun 
in the street ? 

Answer. Yes. sir. 

By :Mr. Pool : , 
Question. Did it never occur to you that the purj^ose of popping those caps was to 
draw you out of the house ? 
Ansiccr. They reported, with an oath, " that the damned old fusee would'nt go off. " 

By Mr. Yan Trump : 
Question. Would a man know beforehand whether the thing would go off or not ? 
Ansiccr. No, sir. 

By Mt. Pool: 

Question. Did it never occur to you that the popi)ing of those caps was for the pur- 
pose of getting you to go to the door, or to the window, to draw aside the curtains and 
disclose yourself? 

Answer. I think they intended to fire the first time, but they missed every time imtil 
the fourth cap. 

By Mr. Stevenson: 

Question. Is it not true in regard to shooting, that if a man makes two or three fail- 
ures, it affects his uers^es, and is apt to make him shoot wild ? 
Ansxeer. Always. 

Question. How did the ground lie outside ? . 
Ansicer. Perfectly level from the house to the street, and the street was on a level ' 
with the sidewalk. ^ 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. You could iell pretty accurately where the man stood by tracing the line 
and range of the shot ; that is, an ordinary sized person ? In fact, that would bring 
you ta the exact spot, would it not? 

A nswer. I think I ascertained the exact spot where he stood when he fired. - 

Question. How far from the window was it ? 

Answer. About twenty paces. 

By ^Ir. Van Trump : 

Question. I do not know that it is very proper, and I am not very willing to ask a wit- 
ness his own opinion of his own mental or moral organization; but right here I will 
ask, do you not think that you are a man of very hasty and strong suspicions ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; I think I am the very opposite. 

Question. You say you think the intention was to kill you, because directly afterward 
It was bruited through the town that you had been shot? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 
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Qiustion. Do you menu to say that these men ran out and said they had killed you ? 
Ausiver. I do not know who told it. 

Question. From your position in the community, from the very fact that it was known 
that you had been shot at in your house, it would be said that you had been killed ? 
Answ(r. I do not know who reported it. 

Question. You say that the reason why you believe it was intended to kill you wa»s 
that it was reported that you had been killed. 
Auswtr. I merely refeiTed to that as only one circumstance. 

Question. Do yon mean by that to infer that these men said they had killed you ? 

Ans}ve)\ I do not know that I intended such an inference as that. 

Question. Then what connection has that report with the matter? 

Answer. The probabilities are that there were no other reporters there than the par- 
ties who fired the shot and their coadjutors. 

Question. I see that is your impression — that they went out and reported that they 
had killed you ; is that natural for criminals to do f 

Answer. A great many things are natural in Alabama that would not be elsewhere. 

Question. These were not disguised men? 

^inswer. I do not know ; I did not see them. 

Question. Somebody saw two men? 

Answer. Tliey were not disguised ; I stated that. 

Question. The inference is that those two were companions of these other men ? 
Answer. I should suppose they were accomplices. 

Question. And if it was so, it was as necessary for them to be disguised as for the men 
wIk) fired. Then your mind does run in this suspicious line, that these men announced 
that you were killed, and, therefoi-e, you tliought it was intended by them to kill you. 
Is not that the current of your mind on this sul>ject f . 

Answer. 1 stated this: that in view of all the facts, what occurred then and what 
f()ll()we«l afterward, my being warned to leave the i)lace, all led me to believe that an 
attempt was made on my lib'. That was the light I put it in ; and I do not know that 
1 have any reason to change it. 

(Juestion. I do nt)t know that you are unreasonable in supposing that they intentte^^, 
to talce your life. 

Answer. That is my view of it. 

By Mr. Stevi:xs( )n : 

Question. I see by the account in the i)aper that this occurred November 10, l,bC8. 
^Inswer. Yes, sir. 

Questton. Was that the night of the political meeting ? 
Answer. No, sir ; the meeting occurred the i^Otli of October, I think.. 
Question. Did tlu^v fire on your house on the day of ch^ctiou 1 
Answer. A little after the eh^ction. 

Question. While the excitement of the election still prevailed ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. From the state of feeling in the community at that ttrae, is it your judgment 
that if the Ku-Klux had succeeded in killing you, they would have considered it a mer- 
itorious act or otherwise; would they have been likely to brag about it ? 

Answer. I thiuk it would have been an event of exultation and pleasure to them. 

Question. A question on another subject; I waiit to know whether it is your im- 
l)ressioii that these acts of hostility toward the Methodist Episcopal Church in Alabama 
have ])een committed by members of the Methodist Episcopal Church South ? Your 
testimony here might possibly be subject to that inference, and I want to know 
wh(?th(»r you intend that. 

Answer. I have made no such statement. 

Question. I know you have not ; but I want to know if you intend to convey that 
impression. 

Answer No, sir; I say this, and I mean it, that the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South is intensely bitter and hostile toward the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. A little unchristian feeling on both sides? 
Answer. I do not think there is on our side. 
Question. It is perfectly right on your side ? 
Answei\ So far as I know. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. Have there been, so far as you know, any such acts committed upon their 
houses or persons ? 
Answer. Not an instance that I know of or ever heard of. 
Question. By nobody there ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

10 
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A. 

State of Alabama, Count}/ of Madison : 

Oii this IHth (lay of August, 18G9, personally appeared before me, Lewis M. Douglass, 
judge of probate in and for the county and State aforesaid, M. B. Sullivan, minister of 
Merhodist E. Church, resident of Marshall County, State of Alabama, who, being duly 
sworn, deposes and says that, on or about the 23d day of February, 1869, while attend- 
ing to the duties of my office or ministration, in traveling from Mr. Cooper's, near 
Deposit, in Marshall County, State of Alabama, to Mr. Willis Stephens's, in the same 
county, on road from Mr. Cooper's to Fearen's Ferry, I was met by a man who was 
walking, a stranger to me then and since, who spoke to me, saying, Are you the min- 
ister who preaches in this settlement ?" I replied, I am." He then stated to me 
he was in feearch of me, to tell me that my life was in danger ; that on the third Sunday 
in the month the Kn-Klux had watched the road leading from Fearen's Ferry to McHar- 
den's for me ; also, Chat Rash Furgerson had watched the road leading* from the church 
to the ferry to see which way I did ^o, to inform theKu-Klux of it. He would not tell 
his name ; said he was a friend of mine, and if it was known that he had warned me 
his life would be in danger. He left me then. After going about one mile and over, I 
met a colored man who said his name was Burton, and he gave me the same warning 
that the unknown white man had. When I reached Mr. Willis Stephens's house, I there 
repeated that which the two men had told me, and Mr. Stephens said that the colored 
man was believed to bo truthful, and that they could not tell certainly who the white 
man was, but that I must be careful of myself. Mr. Stephens said he had seen the 
man Rash Furgerson riding by his house, going and coming to and from the direction 
of the church on that Sunday ; tbat he had stopped and talked with him. 

About Friday, 9th of April, 1869, while traveling on the Warrenton and Gadsden 
road, near Warrenton, in Marshall County, Alabama, I he<ird the explosion of a gun- 
cap, on the right-hand side of the road, in the bottom, which was a marshy thicket. I 
tried to see who was there, but could not get in there, the ground was so marshy ; I 
could not see who the party was. 

I further swear that on May the 9th, 1869, the second Sabbath of the month, I was 
keeping my regular appointment at the church in the settlement of Wright's, near 
Flint River. I was in the church a few minutes before the services commenced. 
Three men came to me, saying they wanted to speak privately to me. We walked out 
from the church about thirty yards. Mr. Giles, Wm. S. Slinger, and I think the other 
one's name is Mr. Moon. Mr. Giles said, We are your friends," and that they had 
come there to tell me it was dangerous for me to preach there that day or at any other 
time. Jf I did preach, it would cause blood to be shed; that the white citizens were 
opi)osed to my preaching there ; and Mr. Wm. S. Slinger said that if he was to have me 
to go home with him, before he was a week older the Ku-Klux would visit him and 
drag him through the ponds and whip him. I told them that I would fill this appoint- 
ment, and leave it to the people to say whether I should return again. We all then 
went into the church, and I commenced services. During the services there was quite 
a crowd of men and boys outside, who, by their loud tones of conversation and profane 
language, greatly annoyed and disturbed myself and my fellow-worshippers. At the close 
of the services I told tho congregation that I had been informed that they were opposed 
to my preaching in tho church, and desired to know their feelings about' the matter. I 
took my seat. The congregation then took a vote upon the matter. The result was 
communicated to me that the greater number wished me to continue my regular ap- 
pointments with them. "Then they took a vote to see who was opposed to my preach- 
ing there, and three (one young man and two young ladies) voted that I should not 
preach there, after which Mr. Giles said in a speech that he was opposed to my preach- 
ing there, as the church I was a minister of had caused the war, and that if I did, it 
would cause bad times and bloodshed in the country. The crowd outside cheered him, 
some saying, "That is right," God damn him, do not let him come here." 

I further swear that on Tuesday night following, the lOtli of May, 1869, while I was 
at Henry Stephens's, four miles from Vienna, Madison County, State of Alabama, I was- 
aroused frcun sleep by Henry Stephens, who called my name. When I raised up in bed, 
I saw it was surrounded by men in disguise, faces masked, and persons covered with 
black gowns, having pistols in their hands pointed towards my body. Three were 
there at first and tvK) more came in my room. One of them said they had come to see 
me, speaking evidently in an unnatural tone of voice. One told Mr. Henry Stephens 
to get my saddle-bags, when Ur. Stephens told one of his. daughters to get them. 
\V hereupon one of the disguised men followed after her, pointing his pistol at her, 
which, she seeing, tnrned back, and refused to go. Henrv Stephens then went for them, 
tollowcil by the man, who pointed a pistol at him. When Mr. Henry Stephens re- 
turned, his daughter, .Miss Nancy, cauglit one of the men by the arm, saving, "Father, 
this one is Mr. John, I think, but Van I am sun;." Thereupon two of the men pointed 
their pistols at her, saying, " Hush ; John Van is not in the crowd." One had left the 
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loom in the mean time, while two were examinining my saddle-hags. They took out 
of my saddle-hags two pistols and some papers, and these two men said to Mr. Henry Ste- 
phens they would hold him responsihle for anything that was said hy him or his family. 
Another one had gone ont, leaving three in the room. Dnriug all this time one of them 
kept a pistol pointed at me. They then eame all toward me, saying, " You must go 
with ns." pointing their i)istols at me. Mr. Stephens said, Do not hnrt him. I have 
found out, on inquiry, that he is a gentleman ; if it had not been so I would not have 
entertained him." One of them saitl, ''We will bring him baek to stay all night with 
you.'' They drove me out before them, threatening to shoot me if I did not gt) aloi\g 
(|uietly. When we got to the gate, they led out seven horsi^s, covered with white 
covers, to the road hy me. Five got on their horses, two walking in front and making 
me go before them. When we ha<l gone about two hundred yards or more, they liad 
what they ealled a trial, charging me with being in iavor of negro equality, of being 
hired by die United States Government to preach to the negroes, and that I had not 
been loyal to the Southern States during the war: that my connections were tories to 
the South. Then they held a consultation, and one said, is head header of tlie 

Xortheru ^Methodist Church he had known mc for sixteen or seventeen years; I had 
a great deal of iutluenee where I lived. He thought it best to kill me, and get me out 
of the way. Another said, •* Colonel, if you think it best, we will do it.'' I think that 
the one called colonel to )je Colonel James Shetlield, as I recognized him by his voice, 
size, and from the statements he luid made there. After lea^ ing Mr. Henry Stephens, 
they s])()ke in their natural tones of voice. One then said, ''You are a man under bad 
character.'' I replied, ''My niughbors wouM not say that.*' One said, Who are your 
neighbors ?" I called over tbe luuues of several, when one said t(» another in a low 
tone, CJod damn him, they are the very on(^s who first reported him to us." Then our 
said, "Sir, one of your neighb<us is here; we will call him up, and let him tell your 
character.'' One tlK-n left, returning with another disguis<'d nuiu, and the nnin said I 
was a traitor. WIumi he came up, these nu'U said, Ther<» is your ueighl)or," but did 
not mention his name. I think liis name is Dr. Dean. I knew liim by his size, voice, 
and shai)e, he b<ung humi)-shouldcred. as he had been practicing in my family. Then 
one of them said, " Sir, if you had taken the advice we gav(^ you last Sabbath, you 
wouhl have Sibved your life." They snapped their pistols at m<'. One said. '• He inay 
b<' a good man ; do not kill him ; whi[) Inni." One cut a stick, a hick(uy, and ordered 
me to takt* my coat otf, which 1 refused to do. He then struck me twic<' with the 
stick, and caught ui<^, pulling olf my coat. One said 1 was so stubborn, " we ought to 
Ijcat him to death." Another said, "ijo and luing Parson IMielps." On the parson 
coming, they said, I'arson, we decided upon killing this man," but that as they con- 
clude(l I was a good man, it would be wrong to kill me, but I should be whii)[)ed." The 
l"»arson said for them togiv(^ me forty licks with a club. They replied, '* If you say so 
we Avill do it." The i^arson said, '-Go ahea<l, I will count th(^ licks." Then'they com- 
meneed hitting me with the stick. I defended my head by throwing up my arms. I 
do not know how many tim<'s they hit me. The i)ars()ii at last told them to stop, and 
the one who had l)eat me said, ''I gave him that for you ; now this one for me," hitting 
me over the shoulders. One of the strokes with the stick hit me on the right side, 
above the foreheiid. breaking the bone and knocking me down on my knees. Then 

anotlierman said to one v»'ho was on a hors<^ to give him the name I did not hear. He 

receiv<Hl it, and struck a1 me witli it. I grasped at it with my right hand, but the blow 
was given with su(di force I could not resist it. It struck me on the breast and stom- 
ach, knocking me backward some distance, and from the blow I am injured iuternally 
very seriously. They then said if I did not start home at daylight, if ^hat they had 
given me did not kill me. they would then kill me, and that any quarterly meeting should 
not be held, for they intended to kill my elder, L'ev. A. 13. Lakin, so he could not hold 
it; that 1 must preaeh for the ^lethodist Church South; work for my family weeks ; 
(that they lived as close to my home as they did here, and that they inhabited the 
moon;) they would kill me. They then started as if to leave ine, but returned and 
told me they anted me to understand that no Methodist church could exist south of 
Mason and Dixon's line but the Methodist Church South. They asked if I wanted them 
to go with me back to the house with me ; I replied, '' You can do as you i)lease." They 
then said, We will kill yon if you do not ackn(iwledge that what we have done is per- 
fectly right." 1 re])lied, Christ has decided that oflens(\s must needs come, but woe unto 
them liy whom they come." The}' left cursing, saying, You have iireached your last 
s(;rmon." I got back to the house with much diltieulty and great pain, sutfering from 
the treatment and whipping they gave me, reaching there ten minutes of 1 o'clock; a 
Ihie rain falling all the time. I left the family next morning for my home, about sun- 
rise, and, after riding about seven or eight mih's on the road to Guutersville, I saw a 
man walking ahead of me; before I got to him, he turned to the left, and went to the 
woods. After I had i)assed him I heard the report of a gun or a i)istol on that side of 
t he road, and another one on the same side ; then a shot on the right — the bullets of the 
two latter ])assing close by me. 
I reached home that day, and suffered so much from the maltreatment I had received 
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I was compelled to remain in bed on Thursday and Friday. On Friday night T heard 
th*^ steps of horses and men walking ; it was so dark I conld not see them. They were 
there about half an hour, around my house. I left m}\ home on Saturday morning, 
thoutrh suffering intensely, for I was afraid to stay there any longer. I was gone from 
home three days, compelled to lay down nearly all the time. On my arrival, any wife 
told me that the men had been there one night while I was absent. 

I further sweat that Mr. Samuel Wallace came to my house and told me that Colonel 
James Sheffield and Rash Furgerson had sent him to tell mo that they wanted me to 
go to Colonel Sheffield's, and that they would satisfy me if I would not do anything 
more in this case, and would not cross the river again. I did not go, fearing it might 
be a trap to catch me, and do me more injury. , . . 

I have been told repeatedly by my friends that it would not be safe forme to remain 
there and I have not been back since they beat me. I have not been able to attend 
to my duties, as I have not recovered sufficiently from injuries received on the 11th of 
'Mav, 1869, even if my life was not in danger there. 

' ^ MOSES B. SULLIVAN. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 18th day of August, 1869, and I certify that 
the foregoing declaration was carefully read to him before signing. 

° LEWIS M. DOUGLASS, ^ 

Judge of Prolate, 



B. 

State of Alabama, Madison County j ss : 

On this 29th day of May, A. D. 1871, personally appeared before me, James H. Bone, 
clerk of the circuit court in and for the county and State aforesaid, George Taylor, 
resident of Madison County, late of Colbert County, State of Alabama, who, being duly 
sworn, deposes and says that in January, 1869, he was living with Mr. George Duncan, 
near Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama, where he had lived ten years before ; about 
the middle of the month, about 2 o'clock at night, he was aroused from sleep by some 
persons breaking down the door of his house ; after the door was broken down some 
six men, dressed in disguise, their heads covered with a white-cloth sack, and their 
bodies with black gowns ; these men came to my bed where I was, and took me up and 
carried me out of the house from my wife ; they took me about fifty or sixty yards, and 
laid me down on my back, but I fought them so they turned me on ray face and 
stretched ray arms and legs out, a man holding each. When I came out of the house 
I saw some more of these men. I counted twelve in all. While in this position these 
men whipped me, first one and then another, relieving each other. They hit me about 
five hundred times. They also struck me on the head with a pistol two or three times. 
They told me not to move or grunt or halloo ; and I held my breath, and did not move 
when they hit me. When they shook me and I did not move, they stuck me with som4 
sharp instrument in back, legs, and rump ; all over these parts they stuck their knives. 
Then they raised me up, and one said, " He is dead." He then rubbed his hands over my 
face. I could not hold ray breath any longer. And then they all pointed their pistols 
at my head, and said, " You must leave this county by Monday night." One of them said 
he could not get away ; he cannot get ready by Monday night. Then they said they 
would give me until Tuesday. This occurred on a Saturday night, and if I was found 
there after that I would go up. On Tuesday night I left, leaving everything, and losl 
my labor. "J 

his 

GEORGE -f- TAYLOR. 

mark. 

Witness : 

John H. Wager. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 29th day of May, 1871 ; and I hereby certifv 
that the foregoing affidavit was carefully read over by me to the affiant before h^e 
signed and made oath to the same. 

JAMES II, B^ .E, Clerk. 



C. 

State of Alabama, Conniij of Madison, ss : 

On this 27th of October, 1869, personally appeared before me, a clerk of the circuit 
court, Eliza Jane Blair, late resident on Mr. John Floyd's plantation, Limestone Countr , 
btato of Alabama, but now resident of Madison Countv, State of Alabama, who, bein r 
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duly sworn, deposes and says slie was asleep in the same house with her brother, Williaiy) 
Blair, on the night of — December, 1868,* was aroused from sleep by some one break- 
ing o})en the door, and I saw two men, who came into the house ; they went to her 
brother's bed, caught him by the arm, and told him to come along with them. I know 
these men to be Dick Ilines and Rulf Wray ; he not moving, Rult* Wray hit him over 
the head with a pistol, saying, ''Get up, God damn you. ' They pulled him out of the 
house ; I followed him out of the house, and saw him surrounded by Poney and Burt 
Hines, Bell Northen, Dave Triend Hugh, George Cute and Sim Hudson, Jim Henry 
Cox ; these men all had over their persons white gowns, but their faces were not 
masked, and I was able to recognize them all; they beat him with their pistols, and 
dragged him of£ some distance from the house ; I did not see them after they went over 
the hill. I further swear that, about an hour afterward, I heard a noise, and my sister 
went out of thv. house to see what caused it; she came back, carrying in her arms my 
brother, William Blair; I saw his clothes were covered with blood, and I examined and 
found his back, arms, and legs were all cut o}>en, lirst one way and then across ; the 
bottom of his feet were cut oi)en, his thighes, and calves of his legs were split open, 
and dee]) gashes cut across them again. Since then he has not been able to do any 
work, being almost con>?tantly in bed, and under the care of the doctor. These men 
came back to the house before mybroth<'r had returned, audstiid that if Gus Blair and 
his family did not leave, they would kill all his iamily, and burn every house up on the 
place. 

hi'V 

ELIZA JANE 4- BLAIR, 
murk. 

Witnesses : 

.1 T'STIX RoroTiE. 
Joiix H. Wagek. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me this '^Tth day of October : and I hereby 
certify that the foregoing was carefully read to the alKiant befon^ she signed her name 
by making her mark. 

JAS. H. BONE, 

Clei'k Cu'cidt Court. 



D. 

State of Alabama, Count i/ of AladUou, bs: 

On this 4th day of August. })ersonally appeared before me, a <derk of the cir- 

cuit court in and t\)V the county and State aforesaid, Mary Cami)hell, of the county of 
;^Ladison, State of Alabama, who, being duly sworn, deposes and says that on Saturday 
night, the 24th day of July, iHOi), while she^md lier husband, William Campbell, v/eve 
asleep in their be(l in a house on the jjlantation of Mr. James Sanford, we were aroused 
from sleep by the rejxirt of a i)istol-shot, and I saw that my husband had been shot in 
the left side ; I saw the blood running out of his side ; it ran on my clothes ; he cried 
out, "O Lord!*' and I saw six or seven men in the room around our bed, wdiich was on 
the iloor ; they had their faces covered over with black masks, and their bodies were 
covered with black gowns; these men said, *'You are the danm raseal who has been 
keeping up all the fuss in tlie cove," and one of them reached around me and shot my 
husband in the side of the head with a i)istol-balI ; they told my husband to go out of 
the room, saying, ''(Jo out of this room, God damn you; you are the one that has been 
keeping up all the fuss in the cove; " he went out with them, and leaned up against the 
fence, and I saw and heard some three or four of them shoot at him ; he was hit in the small 
of his back by one of the shots; he fell on the ground, and the men shot at him again 
while he was lying on the ground : I saw some others outside of the yard, about tliree 
or four that I coukl see ; after they tired the last shot, one of them said, '^Come, let's 
go," and they left: 1 helped to carry my husband into the house, and found that he had 
been shot some six times: he died in about an hour after he was shot; I am about 
seven months with child ; I could not tell any of the men. 

I further swear that about three' weeks before that, on a Sunday morning, Mr. James 
Sanford c- -^e down to our house ; I was not there when he lirst came in ; was at mj 
brother's, >>eIow it, and I saw he had a pistol in his hand ; then I went to my house ; 
my husband was sitting in a chair, but sat leaning against the house ne.ar the door; 
Mr. James Sanford was leaning against the fence around the grounds on which our 
house is situated ; he had in his liauds a pistol, resting on the fence pointed toward 
my husband; he accused my husband of stealing his chickens, which my husband 
denied doing ; Mr. James Sanford wanted him to pay for the chickens; my husband 
refused to do so ; then ^Iv. James Sanford said if he did not he wotdd shoot his black 
infernal heart out of him ; he continued to curse and abuse my husband. When I got 
Xo my house I sat down in the doorway, and my child was by niy sidis Mr James Sau- 
Xord told me to take my child away from there ; that he did not want to shoot the child ; 
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I took my child iu tbo house ; then my husbaiul told him he would eome to town, and 
report him for saying he would take his life, and for drawing his pistol over him ; Mr. 
James Sanford said if he did eome here and report it, he would have to leave the 
county; Mr. Sanford left for his house ; ray husband left our house Sunday evening 
for town to report what Mr. Sanford said. 

her 

MARY -1- CAMPBELL. 

mark. 
• 

Witness : 

Joiix Lee Rogers. 
John H. W.\ger. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 4th day of January, A. D. 1869. 

JAS. H. BONE, 

Clerk Circuit t^ourt. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing affidavit was carefully read to the affiant before 
bhe signed her name by making her mark. 

JAS. H. BONE, 

Cleric Circuit Court. 



State of Alabama, County of Madison : 

On the 13th day of September, 1869, personally aj^poared before me, John Lee Rogers 
notary public in and for the county and State aforesaid, Prior Turner, resident of Giles 
County, Tennessee, formerly of Jluntsville, Madison County, Alabama, who, being duly 
sworn, deposes and says that on the night of 13th day of Maich, 1869, while 1 was 
resting and waiting for my supper in the bouse of RufusWhite, at Madison Station, on 
the Memphis and Charleston Railroad, in Madison County, State of Alabama, I was 
aroused from sleep by two men, who, pointing their pistols at me, ordered me to go 
with them out of the house, which I did ; as soon as I reached the door I ran avray 
from them; Avhereupon they fired four shots at me, one hitting me in my right shoulder, 
causing a severe wound, and another hitting my coat on the right side above the hip- 
bone. I have had two men arrested, but could not make my case good against them. 
Since then I have called on the solicitor (Mr. William Weedeu) of Madison County, 
State of Alabama, five times, to bring suit against the said county, as the law requires. 
On each and every application he has refused ]ioint-b]ank to do so, saying, the tii-st 
time, it was the law, but the law was not worth a damn, and I could not recover any- 
' thing. The second time he said he would not do it, and bear the responsibility of col- 
lecting money from the county for acts done by disguised men; that I muvst get some 
one or two lawyers to bring the suit ; that they must write the papers ; he would 
neither write them nor plead the case ; the same the third and fourth time ; and again, 
on this 13th day of September, 1868, 1 called on him, asking whether he would bring 
the suit; he replied he would not do it ; the law did not require him to do it ; tliat if J 
had been killed, the law required him to bring it for my widow, but not for me. 

his 

PRIOR + TURNER, 
mark. 

Witness : 

Justin Rouaghe. 

H. N. Roberts. * 
John H. Wager. 

At the same time and place personally appeared before me, this 13th day of Septem- 
ber, 1869, Calvin East, resident of Madison County, State of Alabama, who, being duly 
sworn, deposes and says that he accompanied Prior Turner to the office of the solicitor 
of Madison County, Alabama, Mr. William Weeden. When we reached there Prior 
Turner asked Mr. Weeden whether he was going to bring ^nit against the county for 
hiui for what the disguised men had done to him. Mr. Weeden said he would not 
it ; that Prior Turner must get one or two lawyers to write the papers and plead the 
case, then he would go on ; that the law did not require him to do it ; only, if Prior had 
been killed, it required him to bring suit for his widow. This was said on th(? 13th 
September, 1869. 

hi8 

CALVIN -f EAST, 
mark. 

Witness : 

Justin Roaugiie. 
H. N. Roberts. 
John H. Wager. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 13th day of September, 1869 ; and I hereby 
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certify that the foregoing atBdavits were carefully read to the aflSants before they signed 
their names hv making? their marks. 

' JOHX LEE KOGERS. 

Xotary Fiiblic and ex officio Justice of the Peace. 



F. 

State op Alabama, County of Madison : 

On this 16th day of .^lay, 1870, personally appeared before me, a clerk of the circuit 
conrt in and for Uie eonnty and State aforesaid, Simon Bush, late a resident on Mr. 
.lames Gardner's plantjition, two miles sontheast from Whitesburg Ferry, ^Morgan 
County, Stale of Alal>ama, who, being dnly sworn, de]>oses and says : That on the night 
of the'l3th of May, 1^^70, (wliicli was Fri(iay night,) I was aroused from sleej) by hear- 
ing the dogs bark. I got n|) to the door, ojx'nt'd it, and saw eleven men at the fence ; 
some of tlicm ])ulling it down. I saw they were disguised, with white sheets on their 
horses and masks on their faces, and gowns on their bodies, ditlerent colors. I shut 
the door, and looked through the holes between th<' logs. 1 saw live of these men going 
down to the honse in which Hczekiah Bush lived; then some one hit on my door, and 
a voice said, "Makenp alight." 1 did so. They said, "^lake it np danm <piick." 
They said, " Ojien the door." I said. Who is theief*' They said, "God danin you, 
oi)en the door." I then o])ened it, and three of these men cauie in the honse, two of 
them punching me in the l)rcast and stonnwh with gnns in their hands. They told me 

to get my gun." I said, 1 did not have any." They said, " I was a danni liar," I 
said, I had sold mine to brother .lohn. They said, " What did yon do with the one 
Mr. Waris sold to you ?" I said, That is the one I sold to John." They told me to get 
my pistol, and I replied I did not have any ; then one of tln'm ran to my bed, pulling 
the covers oil" my wife and child, saying, "Who is here f (), it is only a danui wo- 
man and child." Then they maile me go out of the house with them, and up the road 
south from the house to where the other of these men were. One of th(\^e nu'u who 
came into my house sai<l, ''We came from hell before to make you behave, and you 
did toh^rably w<'ll after we went hack, ])ut now you have got to behaving bad. We 
have come back again to make you behave right." One said, "Who are y(Ui working 
forf 1 said, '* 1 am working Kccd Bell's laud." lie said, "God danm yon, tliat is not 
what I asked you : are you not working tor yourself f Then they told me to go down 
the road to the end of this lane. I started. Oiic said, " We are going on the road to 
hell with yon." One of these nuMi was hitting nx' all the tiiue with rod out of his gun, 
and wlum wegot to the end 6f the lane, he said, '* Say y<uir prayers, or I will shoot you ; 
say them loud, so I can hear them." I said, '"Lord, hav(^ mercy on me." He hit me 
with his gun-rod, saying, "Doycm believe iu the liord f " I said. Yes, sir." Then the 
others came up, and two witli sticks they had just cut from the bushes. Tlu^ man 
who had hvn\ beating me with the gun-rod tohl me lay down on the ground, on my 
face. I laid down, and he stood on my feet, and one of those who had the horses sat 
on my head, and two began to beat me with sticks. I struggle<l and tried to g(;t away. 
The inan who was sitting on my head said, Keep still." 1 tried to defend myself from 
the blows with my left hand. One of them caught hold of it, and I got loose. Tlum 
the man who had been sitting on my head said, " (iod danm him, I can keep him still." 
lie kicked me then on my stomach, and one of them said, '-You kick him too hard." 
He said, "Xo; get np from there, (jod danm yon." He told me to get nj). 1 said, "I 
cannot." He asked one of the others to give him a gun, which he took and ixunted at 
]ue ; then said, "(Jet n^), or I will shoot you." I got np on my feet. He said, " Take the 
road and go to the honse. and (piit sancing white people." I said I had not sanced 
white peoi)le. ()ne of those who had the sticks ran np to me, hitting me, two licks, 
saying, "Yon are a danm liar; do not say it any more, or I will kill yon, dead," and 
told me to take the road and go to the house ; "run every step there, and stay nntil 
morning, and go to your work, and when ycm liear ns coming, do not get nj) and open 
your door until yon hear ns call." 

I do not know any of these i)ersons to a certainty, but from what they said I believe 
they are th<' ])eople Vrom the neighborhood. There are some white men working on 
this plantation, who come there on 2kIonday morning and leave Saturday nights. 
Those men left Friday evening on the sam<> road these disguised came on to my house, 
and on Saturday morning I heard a crowd of horses going the same road. This was 
before day, and after daylight I saw these white men come down the same road to 
their work. 

Lis 

SIMON + BUSH, 
mark. 

Witness : 

J. H. Gill. 
Jas. H. Ware. 

Sworn to and subscribed bcftn^e me this l<>th day of May, 1870, and I hereby certify 
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that I have read over this affidavit to the affiant before he signed the same by makiog 
his mark to the same. 

JAMES H. BONE, 

Circuit Court Clerk, 

Statk of Ai^vBAMA, Madisou Count y : 

On this ICth da.\ of May, 1870, personally appeared before me, a clerk of the eircnit 
conrt in and for the county and State aforesaid, Hezekiah Bash, late a resident on the 
plantation owned by Mr. James Gardner, two miles southeast from the Whitesburg 
Ferrj', !^Iorgan County, who, being duly sworn, deposes and says that between the hours 
of 12 and and 1 o^clock on Friday night, the 13th of May, I wiis asleep in my house on the 
said plantation ; I was aroused from sleep by hearing my dog barking furiously ; then I 
heard a voice calliug rae byname; I asked who was there ; the voice replied Nelson, whom 
I knew to be a neighbor. I got out of bed and opened the door, and saw this man 
Nelson standing at the left-h:»id side of the door of my house ; also five other persons 
with disguises on, white hoods over their heads and dark gowns over the other parts of 
their persons. In evidently a disguised voice, one of these persons said to me, ^' Where 
are your guns and pistols ? " I replied that my gun was in the house and pistol was in 
Huntsville. He replied, " Fetch your gun out." I got it, and gave it to him. He said, 
" What do you do with this ?" I replied I only shoot squirrels once in awhile. He turned 
to the others, sayiug had not this gun better be shot oiF? They replied, yes. He said 
to me, " Come out here and shoot it off." I tried, but could not get it to go off. He then 
said give it to him, which I did ; he then stepped back, and taking it in both hands 
struck me over the head with it, which blow knocked me up against the house, when 
he said something to one of these other disguised men which I could not hear. The 
man he spoke to took out from under his gown a cow-hide whip, with which he hit me 
on my shoulders and back some ten times or more, when he gave it to another one, 
who hit me as many more licks, and each one of the others hit me one after the other ; 
in all, the five men whipped me. The one who hit me with the gun was the first one 
to liit me with the whip. When they all had whipped me, they told me to go into my 
house and sleci> and rest, and asked me if I ever would go hunting after squirrels again. 
I said no. They left me, carrying off my gun. I also saw five other men dressed in dis- 
guise on horses in a field close to the house, who I believe belonged with these men 
who beat me. I did not recognize any of these men, but think they are from the neioli- 
borhood. The man I live with, Mr. Gardner, and John Eeed Bell, left the plantation 
that day, Mr. Garduer saying he was going to see his mother, who lived on the north 
side of the Tennessee River. On my getting into the house I found there this man 
Nelson. He had on only his shirt and drawers. He said these men had made him go 
Avith them ; that he was nearly frozen, and wanted me to give him a i)air of pants. 
Both of us were so worried and frightened we did not talk any about the doings of 
these men. I gave him the pants, and he left at once for his home. 

his 

HEZEKIAH + BUSH, 
mark. 

Witness : 

J. H. Gill, 

John H. Wager. , " 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this IGth day of May, 1871, and I hereby certify 
that the foregoing affidavit was carefully read over to the affiant before he signed the 
same by making his mark. 

• JAMES H. BONE, 

Clerk Circuit Conrt. ^ 

I, Hezekiah Bush, further state that about the middle -of April Mr. James Gardner 
came to my house in the evening, and said I had taken more cotton seed than belonged 
to me, and turning to my wife, Adeline, he said, "1 want you to send those clothes of 
mine back to the house." She said, They are all wet, and out on the line." It makes no 
difference ; you send tliem." She said, "All I want is vou to square up for what I have ^ 
done. " He said, "If you talk about squaring tip, I will kill you." She replied that she ^ 
expected ho would have to kill her. Then he went into the house. I heard him say, 
"You can take your choice either to shut up, or I will kill you." I was on the fence at 
this time. Ho then came out of the house. I went in the house, and found her sitting 
uown with her head in her hands and the blood running from two wounds on her hea(l. 
one on the left side of the forehead over the eye, the other side of the head behind 
right ear. She said that James Gardner had hit her with a pistol. We were afraid to 
have him aiTcsted, for I heard he said any negro who had him arrested he would kill. 

his 

HEZEKIAH + BUSH, 
mark. 

W ituess : 

John H. Wagkr. 
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G. 

[From Huntsville Daily Democrat, Thursday, November 10, 1868.] 
Shooting into a D\vp:t.ling.— On Tuesday nigbt, about o'clock, some twelve or 
fifteeu buckshot were fired from a double-barreled sbot-«fim, or a musket, into the dwel- 
liu«^ (known as the iSaroui house) occupied by Probate Judge Douglass and family, Cir- 
cuit Clerk Bone and family, A. S. Lakiu, apjioiuted president of the State University, 
A. W. Smith, justice and notary, and possibly some others of the radical uew-c(^iers" 
or carpet-baggers. The shot were fired into'the bed-room of Parson Lakin, wht^re he, 
his wife an d'^c Laughter, and Kains, a clerk of tlie Freedman's Bureau, were sitting. One 
of the upper panes of the upper sash of the bow-window was broken, and the shot 
l)assed through the window-curtain and over the heads of the occupants, and struck 
the ceiling and two walls of the room. It is believed the person who shot was stand- 
ing near the middle of the street frouthig the house, as the paper wadding, blackened 
with powder, was found between the middle of the street and the pavement fronting 
the lot. The shooter must 'have l)een a very bad marksnmn, or he only intended to 
frighten and not to kill; otlierwise he would have shot through the lower sash. 
Again, if his object was to kill, he showed bad judgment or cowardice in not getting 
nearer the house. He exploded two or three caps before his gnu went olf, which wcr(i 
h(nird by inmates of the house and one or more of the neighbors. 

Lakin says a negro boy, who was in the back yard, stated that after the gnu 
tired he saw a man run from the southern side of the house nnd hand something (a <;un, 
the boy thought) to a man standing in the street, and then juni]) over the fence into 
the street, and both run oft". 

The fact that the occupants of tlie house are obnoxious to the community furnishes 
no excuse for such outrageous, lawless conduct. All good citizens must condemn it, 
and all should endeavor to i»revent a repetition of it. The whole comnninity suliers in 
rei)utation, and in all its moral and material interests, when such violations of human 
and divine law occur, and human life is apparently regarded as a cheap thing, and 
taken or threatened with impunity. 



Washington, June 14, l^^Tl. 

Rev. A. S. LAKIN recalled and examined, 
liy the Ciiair:\ian : 

Qucstlou. Yon have expressed a wish to me to make an explanation of a statement 
which > on gave in your testimony yesterdiiy regarding tlie courts of Alabama. You 
may now go on and make whatever explanation you wish on that subject. 

Ansurr. 1 wish to say this: 1 iiitendcMl, in what I said, no rellection upon the judges 
of the courts. I am not a lawyer; but on mature rellection I Jini of the opinion that, 
in legal i^arlance, what is meant by the term "court" is the presiding judge. I had 
no intention of casting any rellection ui)()n the jiulges of the courts. I know most of 
the judges in Alabama, and am very intimate* with some of them. I regard them as 
above suspicion, men of. tine legal abilities, and 1 know the earnest and iiersevering 
elforts they have made to bring criminals to justice. My remaik was based upon this 
fact : That in regard to all of the nnirders and (uitrages that I have known in Northern 
xVlabanni I have not known of tme persoji brought to justice and jjunished. The judges 
have delivered very and pointed charges to the grand juries, but somehow crimi- 
nals have slipped through the courts unwhi])ped of justice. When I said that our 
courts were a farce I had no reference* whatever to the judges; I simply meant that 
there was a system of iulhu^nccs, or soiuething of tliat sort, which has enabled criuii- 
uals to escape unwhipped of justice; that is my meaning exactly. 

(JucJuHou. That is the explanation you wish to make ? 

Ansurr. Yes. sir. 

By Mr. Van Thump : 

Question. How many cases do you know where crimes have been openly committed, 
where the perpetrators of those crimes are known, and thtw have failed to be prosecut(Ml 
in Alabama ; in other words, do not your remarks in regard to the inefficiency of the 
courts there relate to the fact that the perpetrators uf these crimes and abuses of the 
law cannot be ascertained ? 

Answer. Many of them have been arrested and brought before the courts; but they 
have been bailed and have slii)ped out. 

Qia^stion, Please mention the instances and the localities in Alabama where that state 
of things has occurred. 

Answer. There is no exception to the general rule. 

Question. Is that your answer ? 
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J That is my answer. 

Question. Well, then, please state the oases of the character I have indicated to you 
where the courts have failed to prosecute. You say there is no exception ; name the 
cases and the counties in which they occurred. 

Answer. So far as I know, they liave all failed. 

Question. I want to see what jiarticular instances you recollect where they have failed. 
You say thev have all failed. I do not expect that there are a very large number of 
cases which you will be able to state; but state some of them. 

Answer. I havfc not char<red my mind Avith names and with dates. 

Question. Name the counties, then. That is more accessible as a general proposition. 

Ans^ccr. I reside in ^Madison County. 

Question. Well, how many of that sort do you know in Madison f 

Answer. 1 knoAV of frequent murders there.' 

Question. Secret murders or public, known murders ? 

Atmccr. Generally known as murders committed by disguised men. 

QueMion. Those disguised men were unknown, I supposed 

Answer. In some instances, and in other counties, many of them have been aiTested < 
and brought before the courts. 

Question. Name any of the i)arties in your own county of Madison who have been 
arrested. 

Answer. I do not know that I could give you the names. 

Question. How long haA'c you lived in ^ladison County ? » 

Answer. I have lived there five years and eight months, with the exception 

Question. All the time you have been in Alabama you have lived in Madison County ? 

Answer. With the exception of about nine or ten months, when I was absent and 
stopping at Montgomery. But my family has resided in the city of HuntsA^ille ever 
since I located in the State. 

Question. Now, in all the long period of time during which you have resided in Madi- 
son County, with the exception stated, you cannot name a single i>erson who has been 
arrested for a murder who has escai)ed in cousequenci? of failure of the authorities to 
prosecute him. Do I understand you correctly to say that ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I know of some whose names were brought before the grand jury, 
and who were reported to have been indicted, and bail given. 

Question. How long ago was it that they were indicted and bail given ? 

Answer. Some two years ago, 

Question, Who was the prosecutor of that county? 

Answer. Mr. Day. 

Question. A democrat or a republican ? 

Answer. I do not know what his political status is. 

Question. Who is the judge? 

Answer. Judge Haroldson. 

Question. Is he a democrat or republican ? 

Answer. He is a republican. 

Question. Were the witnesses recognized by the court to appear after the grand jury , 
indicted those X)arties ? 

Ansiver. I have not been very conversant with the courts; I have seldom ever 
attended them. 'I hear what is going on when I am in the neighborhood, and in the 
place ; but it has nev<?r been my business to follow up the courts. I know from general 
information the general fact — the single fact that I have stated— that numerous murders, 
have been committed. 

Question. In Madison County? * 

Answer. In North Alabama ; several in Madison County ; and I have never known or"* 
heard of an instance of conviction and punishment. 

Question. That being the general fact, as you state, that you have heard of several 
murders in ISIadison County, and never have known a prosecution successfully carried 
ou to conviction or acquittal, you therefore infer that there is some inefficiency in the 
administration of the law there ; is that the state of your mind? 

Answer. Yes, sir. i 

Question. And you cannot recollect a single instance of a murder committed there, ^ 
cither secret or public, where the parties were arrested, and there has been a failure to 
I)rosecute ? 

Answo'. I do not know any *such instance; I have no personal knowledge. 
Question. I am asking you now about your opinion ? 

Answer. The general opinion is that no man has been convicted and punished. 
Question. That is the general idea you have got ? 
Answer. That is the general idea. 

Question. You have had a night's rest, and probably have been thinking over the tes- 
timony you gave yesterday ; have you been trying"^to tax vour memory in order to 
recollect some of those prominent men— democrats— vou met in traveling your circuit 
there, who told you of the existence, or the proposed 'formation, of the Ku-iaux Klan ? 



ALABAMA. 



155 



Answer, They did uot name the Ku-Klux Klan. 

Question, Well, they descrihed it as you stated ; they did not give it a uame, but they 
deseribcd ^vhat you understood afterward to he the Ku-Khix? 
Answer, I have not taxed my mind in that direction. 
Question. Will you please do so now f 
Answer, I do not know that 1 eould give you a name. 

Question. You sa}^ these men knew you were a northern ^lethodist preacher ? 
Answer. No, sir ; they did not know that. 

Que^siion. I understood yon to say that they understood yon were a traveling pivaeher ? 
Answer. Yes ; Imt I did' not name of what denomination; I said that I was a Method- 
ist preacher. 

Question. You stated that ? 
ylnswir. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did they not ask you whether you belonged to the ^lethodist Church South 
or North ? 

Answer. No, sir. * 
Question. They mad(^ no inquiry of that sort ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Qnrfition. Did you not know that th(\v knew, some way or oth<'r. that you were a 
northern man, and a preacher of the ^Nh^tliodist Ki)is<'opal Cliurch f 
A)i-swer. They may have detected it from my conversation. 

Que-'itio)i. At' any' rate,* you informed them that you were a ^h-thodist Episcopal 
preacher / 

An.su'er. Yivs, sir. 

Question. And tlicv did not imiuh-c whether you belonged to their side or the northern 
sid»'? 

^inswer. No. sir. 

Question. And of these dozen ])rominent democrats you do not now recollect thenamo 
of one ? • 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, Have you ever met them since ? 
A)isw(r. No, sir. 

Question, You have traveled in the same neighl)orhood since? 

An>>wer. No, sir ; not in the direction of those j)ersons with whom I put up at that 
time. That was in a section of the State not iuchidcd in my district since, and I havo 
not traveled through that ])art of it. 

Question. Have you ever heard of those men since ? 

Answer. Not that I know of. 

Question. You never heard their names mentioned by any])od3^ ? 
Answer. I do not know that 1 have. 

l^y :\Ir. Blair : 

Question. You spoke of a man by the name of James Dorman, who wa> from We- 
tum})ka, who was whipped and run oH' in 1870 ? 
^liixwer. Yes, sir. 
Ques.tiou. Was he a preacher ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; he was a member of the Alabama conference, and has be<:Mifor sev- 
eral y<\ars. 

Question. Did you know him j)ersonally? 
Answer. I knew him personally and intimately. 
Question. What is the character of the man ? 

Ans}cer. lie is a very quiet, patient, peaceable man. so far as ever I have known. 
He traveled under me one year. He is a man of iiTei)roachable character, and of a 
very mild, quiet disposition. 

Question. He is a man of good character, you saj' f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was he badly beaten ? 

Answer. From his own statement in the pa])er, and from the report of his presiding 
elder in a private letter to me. I learned that he was badly beaten. 
Question. liy disguised men ? 

Answer. I do not know whether they were disguised or not. 
Question, ^^'as there a number of men engaged in the ontrag(^ ? 

Answer. I think there w(^re about nine: I think he so stated in his puldication of it. 
Question. Where did that occur? 

Answer. It occurred in Tallapoosa County, on the Tallapoosa I\iv<^r, near the factorv 
of Tallacy. 

Question, Did he know any of the parties who were engaged in committing the out- 
rage uj)on him ? 

Answer. I have not seen him since that. 
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Question, You say you licad an account of it in some way from his presiding elder? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Did he not state by whom it was done *? . , , 

Jwsimv No, sir; but I judged from the letter which I received from his presiding 
elder that the partie.s were recognized by him from the fact that they were aiTested 
and ha(J an examination, and the presiding elder was present at that examination. I 
presume the parties Vere recognized and arrested. 

Question. Did the presiding elder give you any account of the result of that mqui- 

J^/jsjiTr. No, sir ; ho left the trial before any verdict was rendered, and I have not 
since heard what the result was. 

Question. How many persons were arrested did he tell you? 
Answer. He did not* say. 

Question. YoU spoke yesterday of three negroes who were hung on the bridge at 
Tuscumbia, among whom was a'nian by the name of Johnson, a leading colored man 
there. * 

Jn^ifYr. Yes, sir. 

Qnesiion. Do you know the crime for which they were hung; what was the allega- 
tion, if any, against them ? 

Answer. They were suspected, so it was reported, of a conspiracy to burn the town; 
that statement was made in palliation. 

Question. Do you know whether the burning actually took place, or whether any 
part of the tovrn was burned? 

Answer. No part of the town was burned or fired, and no effort that was known by 
any one was made ou their part to fire the town. 

Question. Do you not know the fact to be that they were hung for burning the female 
school building ? 

Answer. In Tuscumbia ? 

Question. Yes. • * 

Answa\ No, sir ; I do not know that fact. 

Question. Do you not know the fact to be that the large school building there was 
burned ? 

Ansicc)'. No, sir, I do not know the fact that it was burned at that time; if it was 
burned at any time, I have no knowledge of it. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. How long do you say you have lived in Madison County? 

Answer. Five years and eight months ; that is, my family have lived there all that 
time ; part of one year I was absent in Montgomery, but my family have resided in 
Hunts ville ever since I entered the State. 

Question. How long have you resided there yourself? 

Answer. All of that time, with the exception of some eight or nine months. 

Quesiioni Have there been any murders committed in the country other than those 
committed by disguised men or bands of men ; any such murders as are ordinarily com- 
mitted in other communities in the North ? 

Answer. I do not know of an instance ; I do not remember an instance. 

Qmslion. You do not remember an instance of a murder committed in that county 
during that time except by disguised men, or men in bands ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Then, of course, there could have been no conviction for such a murder. 
You stated that there was no conviction for such murders; and if they have not 
occurred, there could have been no conviction. Has there been any laxness in prose- 
cuting men for ordinary crimes, such as thefts, assault and batteries, &c., in the 
courts of the county ? 

Answer. I should 'think there has been ; I think the ordinary amount of arrests and 
convictions and punishments 

Question. Have occurred for ordinary crimes ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Then you did not understand my question. What I meant was, has there 
been any remissness in the courts in punishing ordinary crimes outside of the political 
crimes ? 

Answer. I do not know that there has been ; I have not heard of any complaint in 
that regard. 

Question. Then, when you say that the courts have been remiss in enforcing the 
laws, you mean to be understood as applying that rtjmark to that class of crimes com- 
monly known a.s Ku-Klux offenses ? 

Ansicer. That is my meaning. 

Question. Not as to others ? 

Answer. No, sir, not as to others, nor as to civil suits. 

Question. Aro«olored men prosecuted for crimes which they commit? 
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Answer. Yos, sir. 

Question. Have there heAi any largo uuraber of instances of proseeution against 
them? 

Jnsmr. I should think there had been quite a number. 

Question. Are ordinary olFenses against colored men, such as assault and battery upon 
them, and offenses against their property, prosecuted m the courts with any vigor ? 
Answer. I should think so, about ordinarily. 

Question. You mean then to apply your remark only to the class of crimes connnonly 
called Ku-Klux crimes. 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do yon know whether it is the habit of these Ku-Klux — denominating 
them by that general name — to allege crimes against men whom they mean to attack ; 
to \mt out falso rc^ports against them* 

Answer. The colored people claim that, but whether it is true or false I do not know. 

Question. You hear that sentiment expressed by the colored people ? 

Answer. Yi's, sir: that is the pretext. 

Question. That when they mean to attack a man they first begin to accuse him of 
something falsely ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have any of your i)reaehers been thus accused and slandered ? 
Answer. Xo, sir, not that I have known of 
Question. You have not heard of them? 
Answer. Xo, sir. 

r>y Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. In regard to this extensive journey of which you spoke, which you made in 
1^67, I believe you did not state fully why you made it or how you made it. Why was 
not that business done by the ordinary eonimunieations through the mails ? 

Answer. It was a time of great excitement and great confusion, about the time of the 
adoption of the »State constitution. Tlu^ mails were obstructed, and it was lu^xt to im- 
])ossibl(» to get any connnunication through the mails to our preachers. If drafts were 
forwarded in many instances, or in several instances, they were abstracted, and the 
money lost, or our i)ieaehers were subjected to gnnit trouble. ^To mouey could be 
received by them without a tabular report from each presiding elder in regard to his 
district. I was sent out on a roving commission, with the moneys of the conference, to 
distribute it to the presiding elders if they could be found, or to tliv prcaeh.n-s if the 
])residing elders could not be found. Hence I traveled widespread, zigzag, over the 
State. 

Question. How did you go? 

Answer. I di essed in very plain costume — the costume of tlie country — and rode a nuile. 
My ap[)<»arance was not very prepossessing as I traveled through the country. 

Question. You did not travel then oi^enly, except to those y<m had business with ; that 
is, not openly in your capacity as a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church ? 

Answer. I travcded only to those points where duty called me, and did not appear in 
the character of a minister, except that, where I staid at night, I represented myself as 
a minister of the gospel. 

Question. \Vhat was your dress ? 

Answer. Common jeans. 

Question. The domestic jeans of the country there? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And you rode a mule ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. \Vhat kind of a hat did you wear? 
Answer. A soft slouch hat. 
Question. With a wide brim ? 
Aiiswer. Y(^s, sir. 

Question. You have spoken of an apprehension, on the part of persons, of danger in 
informing against the Ku-Klux. Do you know of any instance where persons have 
been punished by the Ku-Klux for any information they have given them ? 

Answer. There was a case ; it must have been one of credibility, though I <lid not know 
it myself ; I did not see the parties ; I did not know anything about it ; but traveling 
through the country I heard it from various points that persons were in danger, and 
that in the ease of almost every whipping they were threatened with summary punish- 
ment or hanging, if they reported their being whipped. 

Question. You say there was onc^case; wiiat was that case ? 

Answer. A lady in Blount County was whip])ed very severely, and the cause reported 
was, that she had informed of i^ersons whom she saw dressing in Ku-Klux disguise, had 
named the i)arties, and they beat her on that account. 
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By Mr. Blair : ^ 
Qucsiion. What was her name? 

^iHSuer. I think her name was Mrs. Riddle. , ^ 
Oues^JOM. In what part of Blount Couuty did she reside? • 
^wsircr. On Sand Mountain, in Blount County, not far from the line of Marshall 
County. That is my information. 
. By 3klr. Stevenson : 

Questlou, Was she hadly beaten ; what was the effect of the whipping ? 

Atmcer. ]My information was this : She was thinly dressed, and they whipped her 
with hickory withes, and the gashes cut through the abdominal wall ; and she was 
thrown in a ravine in a helpless condition. 

Question. Did she die ? 

Answer. That is the report, that she died of her injuries 

Question. When was that? 

Answer. I think that was in the fall of 1868. 

Question. Has there been, to your knowledge, any retaliation, or any attempt at 
retaliation, against the Ku-Klux in Alabama, especially on the part of the colored 

T)COT)lo ^ 

Answer. Nothing that I have known personally. I learned, from what I suppose to 
be competent authority, that in one instance they did retaliate, and drove a man from 
his premises ; probably burned his out-houses, or some portion of his buildings. 

Qiwstion. Was that at the time when they w^ere attacked or afterward ? 

Answer. Afterward. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Why do you say probably they burned do you not know the fact whether 
they burned or not ? 
Answer. I say probably they burned ; that was the report. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Burned some of his out-liouscs ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I say "probably" because it is a report ; I do not know it personally. 
Question, Are not the colored people in the majority in some of the counties in Ala- 
bama ? 

Ansicer, I think not; in the town of Huntsville, I believe the census gave 7,000 as 
the number of inhabitants, and there is a fraction of a white majority. 
Question. In Northern Alabama I suppose it may not be the case ? 
Answer. Did you say Southern Alabama? 
Question. I spoke of Alabama generally. 

Answer. I believe there is quite an excess of colored population in some of the south- 
ern counties, and in the middle belt of Alabama. 

Question, Do you know w^hy they have not attempted retaliation, or made some effort 
at general resistance ? 

Answer. I think I do. The friends of the colored people, in every instance where 
they have had any intimation of their design or purpose or threat to retaliate, have 
held them in check and advised them otherwise. 

Question. Has that been the course of the Methodist Episcopal ministers there ? 

Atiswei'. In all cases. I have myself in all instances urged them to industry, economy, 
fidelity, and especially (and that I have enforced with all my power) to courtesy and 
kind treatment of their old masters. 

By ^iT. Van Trump : 

Question. Have you never heard of any inflammatory or incendiary speeches being 
made to negroes in Alabama by white men from the North ; have you never heard of 
Bueh things ? 

Answer. 1 have; but 1 have always repudiated such things, and every honest, true 
man has done so, and they have predominated and held them in check. 

Question. Have you heard of any negro outrages in Alabama within the time about 
which you have been testifying? 

Answer. I have not known of any. Oh ! I have known of petty thieving, and that 
class of misdemeanors, common to the colored people, but no outrage. 

Question. Notliing more than that ? 

Answer. Nothing more than that. 

Question. When you say you returned to Huntsville after this journey in which you 
had the conversation with these prominent democrats, you ascertained that there had 
been formed a society that corresponded with the remarks made by these men ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Had you heard of any outrages committed by them at that time? 
Ansiccr. No, sir. 
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Question. Well, it struck yon as remarkable, did it not— I think I imderBtood you to 
Bay so— the coincidence between the remarks made by these men and tlie form of the 
Ku-Khix-Khm. which you heard of when you returned home — struck yon as something 
remarkabks was not that a subject of remark between you and your friends there I 

Ausiver. At the time ? 

Question. Yes, si^. 

Jvsurr. I do not know that I ever gave utterance to the sentiment nutil a nnmber 
of years afterward. 

Question. Xever mentioned the fact '? 

Answer. From the fact that I kei)t myself very close and careful. * 
Qucstioji. You had private and conlid'ential friends there — republicans^ ministers, c^-c, 
had you not ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; but I do not know that I ever named the fact or communicated it. 

Question. Wliy, you W(M-e not afraid to connnnnicate that fact to those men ? 

Answer. Xo, sir;' if it had occurr<Ml to me, and if it had been the subject of conver- 
sation, 1 do not know that I should have hesitated. 

Question. You are certain now that you never talked with any body about it at that 
time ? 

Answer. Not at that time, that I have any recollection of. 
Question. You have sincc^ that time 
Answer. I may have named it to a few individuals. 
Question. ])(► you know whetlnM-you did or not / 
Answer. Xo, sir; I do not know now that I have. 
Question. How long ago was it that it took jdace ? 
A)iswer. In 1H()7. 

Que>itio}i. If I undi'rstood your descrii)tion of the general state of affairs in Alabama, 
there would ])e as much danger in communicating these facts now as there would have 
been then t 

^Inswer. When I h^ft home the state of feeling was no better than it has been at any 
time since I have been there. 



Washington, D, C, June 16, 187 L 
Governor RORERT B. LINDSAY sworn and examined. 

By the Ciiai n:\iAN : 
Question. You arc at present governor of Alabama? 
Answer. I am. • 

Question, l^lease state the knowledge whieh yon have, as acting executive of that 
State and also as a citizen of the State, of its (condition, so far as it relates to tht> exe- 
cution of the laws and the security of life and property there. 

Answer. AV(dl, sir, my information as a citizen is som<nvhat ext(Misive. Brior to my 
election as governor I was a practicing attorney in the northern porti(ui of the State ot 
Alabama, my eii-cuit extending over tive or more counties. I h;ive thus be»'n euabh d 
to ascertain what I conceive to be the true condition of that section of the State, 
particularly. 

Question. What are those counties? 

Answer. They are the northern tier of counties, comprising Lauderdale, CVdbert, 
Franklin, Lawrence, Morgan, Limestone, and also Madison, where I have iiracticed in 
the Federal c<mrt. As the executive of the State of Alabama my information I conceive 
to be very considerable, derived from all ])ortions of the State, not only voluntary in- 
formation, but information solicited by myself from leading citizens in the ditferent 
sections of the State. The peculiar condition of the country, its p(ditical condition, 
prompted me to make my inquiries very thorough and very general. Upon that in- 
formation I am prr'])ared to say that in regard to the security of life, person, and prop- 
erty, the State of Alabama to-day will compare favorably with its condition in any 
year or any period since its formation as a govein^nent. 

By Mr. Van Tei .mp: 
Question. Which government? 

Answer. The government of the State of Alabama. 
Question. Under the late constitution of the State? 

Answer. No^ sir ; since IHB). I have made inquiries of the leading members of the 
bar, and of the oldest citizens of the State from various ])ortions of th»' State, men emi- 
nent in their profession and o'f large and extensive practice ; and they have invariably 
concurred with me in that regard. I will not say that the i>eace and good ordcn- of 
Alabama is Utopian, at all , that I do not mean to say. There are violations of the lav>- 
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there ' crimes of the most aggravated character have been committed within the limits 
of the State. Human wickedness is there just as it is everywhere, from the highest to 
the lowest grades of civilization. But when I speak as I do; I speak with regard to the 
entire State and the aggregate amount of crime within the State. .In the portion of 
the State in which I live, our criminal docket will show not only fewer crimes, but 
marvelouslv few, within the last two or three years. The people of what we call the 
white re*^ions of North Alabama have been less addicted to the nse of liquor than they 
were prior to the late war. There have been fewer personal feuds; there have been 
fewer fi"-hts; fewer assaults and battery; fewer murders, killiugs, homicides, than at 
any time before during the eighteen years I have practiced at the bar there. 

By the CnAiiwfAN : 

Oucstion, What part of Alabama do you embrace within the " white regions f 
Anmccr. ^Yo have three belts of Alabama. What is called the northern belt, bonnded 
on the north by the State of Teuuessee, and of a width of one hundred miles, perhaps 
of one hundred and twenty miles, to the southern slope of the Cumberland Mouutains ; 
that wo call the mountain, or white, region of Alabama. Subsequent to the war, when 
the armies were disbanded, there were in the mountain regions of North Alabama many 
men without occupation, to a great extent lawless and— well, I do not know precisely 
how to express it— without any object whatever in view. And although not })er- 
sonally cognizant of any of the facts, yet from hearsay I have no doubt that at that 
time there were many outrages committed. In other words, they took the law in their 
own hands. When they had a personal quarrel or a personal difficulty in regard to 
property or anything else, they took the law into their own hands and sought their 
revenges in that way. That condition of things has passed away, I think; happily so 
for the State of Alabama. I think that peace and good will to a great extent prevail 
in Alabama. I thiuk it has greatly improved, from ^ variety of circumstances that 
perhaps it would take too long to enumerate. 

Question. Whatever general statement yon wish to make in answer to the general 
question which I have put, I would prefer, and so doubtless would the other members 
of the committee, that you would go on and complete it before any other questions 
are put to you. 

Answer. I can only speak in general terras. I think that for the last two or three 
years the supremacy of the law has been gradually growing upon the minds of the peo- 
l^le ; that lawlessness, in whatever form it now appears, is very promptly condemned by 
the leading and influential citizens of the country. That, I think, has had a very happy 
eftect upon these wild, reckless, wicked men who had neither the fear of God nor man 
in their hearts ; such men as appear in all countries. They were few, comparatively 
few, in Alabama, but still they existed there. I would say tlaat no man who is an hon- 
est man need have any fear but he will have protection there, not only the protection 
of the law, but the moral and social protection of the i^eople of Alabama. I will say 
further, that I care, not where he may come from, I care not what political creed he may 
entertain, his industry and his energy will receive encouragement from the j)eople of 
Alabama; he will bo welcomed in their midst, and they will defend him as readily as 
they will defend one of the oldest citizens of the Stfite. But on the other hand, neither* 
a man who is a native, nor a man who is an immigrant into the State, who is there as 
a disturber of the peace, neither of them can be welcomed socially or in any other 
way by the people of the State of Alabama. I am' not now speaking from mere theory ; 
I am speaking from personal observation upon this subject. We have settlers in the 
northern section of Alabama of all political parties and from every State in the Union 
we have active republicans, and we have active democrats; they are men of industry ;» 
they brought means with them, they are men of families, and I have never heard ofj 
a hair of the head of one of them, although a republican, being touched. I have seen 
them come into court, at my request, and go the bail of colored men who were working 
for them ; there was no objection to it ; they were rather commended for it. There are 
men, however, who have come there, and the very moment they set their feet upon the 
soil they became disturbers of the peace. Those men received no countenance what- 
ever ; they were men without fortune, some of them without families, and ihnj seemed^ 
to have no object in view but an expectation of being able to live upon the political^ 
changes that were going on in the country. While I say that there have been— not to 
my personal knowledge, but I have heard of them— occasional insults and assaults 
made by men upon new comers, I cannot deny them, foi* I have heard them, though 
1 have never seen one personally, yet they have never, to my knowledge, received the 
sanction of the good part of the community, but have always received their condem- 
nation. Those assaults and insults have been perpetrated by young men, regardless 
of consequences to themselves, and entirely regardless of the welfare of the comnm- 
nities in which they live. That 'condition of affairs, however, has to a great degree 
passed away ; I may say has almost entirely passed away. I think the committee are 
as Avell aware as I am of the condition of feeling among the people immediately after 
the war; they were afloat to a certain extent. The committee are also aware of the 
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feeliiifr that was aroused at the time of the passage by Congress of the reeoiistruetiou 
measure. But that has all passed away, and the people are now, both young and old, 
beginning to reeognize a stable condition of affairs. 

(^>uestion. Does that complete the general statement you desire to make? 

Jitswey. Yes, sir; unless questions are put to me upon x>articnlar points. 

QiU'f^fiop. You think, then, that in the courts of the State of Alabama the civil rights 
of all i)ersons, without regard to race or color, can be adequately protected and secure ? 

Aihswcr. I do, sir. 

Qut^Htiou. You think that in all cases of prosecution for crime justice can be admin- 
istered against all offenders ? 

^Inswer. I have no hesitancy in saying that the juries of that State will render ver- 
dicts according to the law and the evidence with as much honesty and fidelity to-day 
as they would have done at any time in the history of the State. And I may add here 
that in my section of the State the colored man has been especially the recii)ieiit of 
can* and watchfulness on the part of the circuit judges in that country. 

Qursiion. Have you any knowledge of the existence, either heretofore or at the jires- 
ent time, of the organization popularly known as the Ku-KJux Klan, and of the offenses 
alleged to have been committed by that organization ? 

Answer. I have no personal knowledge of any organization of Ku-Klux ; I have no 
])ersonal knowledge either of that order or any other organization of that character, 
iiirther than the rumors that prevail with regard to them. I saw but once live dis- 
guis( (1 men ; I saw them on the streets of my home. 

(Jnosiioii. What town was that ? 

Jvmrer. Tuscumbia. They i)assed through the town one night ; they were on horses, 
and they rode through the streets without stopping ; and that was the first and last I 
rver saw in disguise. That was, I think, sometime in 186^ ; I ^vill not be positive with 
regard to the year. Beyond that, personally, I have no knowledge of them. All that 
1 l;now with regard to the Ku-Klux organization has been from hearsay. 

(Jnei^tlou. As jou saw those men, please describe what was the ax>pearanco of their 
disguise ? 

Jphtrc)'. I\(>ally I paid very little attention to them ; I eared very little about them. 
I think they had on black gcnvns of some kind ; it was in the night ; I could not really 
describe them with any accuracy, 1 do not r<'mein))er whether they had white masks 
or black ones. My recollection is that they were dressed in some black stutf. 

Quf Hiioit. Were their faces masked ? 
, ^iu>iirer. My impression is that they were : but I paid very little attention to them. 

Quf stion. And tliey had loose gowns on their persons ? 

Ansircr. Yes, sir. 

(Juf.stiov. Were they on horseback ? 

Answer. Yes, f>;ir. 

(jHcsih)i. Were they armed ? 

An^wtr. >s'ot that I saw ; they were at some distance from me, some thirty or forty 
yards. I repeat that I paid very little attention to them. 
QHe.stwt). Were their horses also covered with a covering ? 
Answer. I think not. 

(Jnesiion. At what time in the night did they appear? 

Answer. About an hour after dark, 7 or 8 o'clock. Keally we thought it was a lot of 
wild boys of the town, who had got themselves up in this way, and hence I paid very 
lirth- attention to them. 

(Jiasiwn. Did yon hear of any violence committed at that time by persons in disguise f 

Aj^swer. Xo, sir. 

Quesihm. That is the only instance in which you have seen any persons in disguise ? 
Answer, That is the only instance. 

Question. Is your information such as to satisfy you that there was an organization 
of that character, in that part of the State, or in any other, which did intiict chas- 
tisement or injury upon persons ? 

Answer. I have heard that they existed as an organization. 

Qiie>ition, Did you make such inquiry as to satisfy yourself whether they did or not ? 

Answer. Well, "no; no special inquiry, further than general conversations on the 
streets. I never inquired of anyone,! will say that I never knew any one, that I 
could identify as belonging to the organization. No one ever communicated to me the 
fact that he belonged to it. 

Q)>esflon. What was the result of such examination as you made, or such informa- 
tion as yon had ; did it satisfy you of the existence of such an organization ? 

Ans^wer. My impression at the time was that there was an organization of some kind ; 
what it \vas I did not know. 

Questiou. What was the mode of oi)erations of that organization, so far as your in- 
formation went? 

An8ii'(r. I am entirely ignorant of that. I will state here as explanatory of that, per- 
haps, that at a very eaVly day, when the reports got out that there was such an prgan- 
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ization, I took strong ground of opposition to it, publicly expressed myself against any- 
tliin**- like a political organization. I conceived that 1 had to fight the same kind of 
fiirhragainst that organization that I had fought against Know-Nothingism in the 
olden times. Hcueo tlicy never communicated any facts to me. 

Quesiwn. I am not speaking of facts communicated to you by members of the organ- 
ization, but of information derived by you in your official capacity, or as a citizen, 
which led to a conclusion in your own mind as to whether offenses were committed by 
an organization of that kind. « , . . ^ 

Jnsicei\ The general report was that the Ku-Klux of that time committed outrages. 

Queiftion. Of what character, and upon whom were they committed ? 

Answer. As I say, I do not know anything further about them than by general report. 
It was sometimes reported that they had whipped a negro ; sometimes that they had 
whipped a white jnan. I think, according to the information, it was about equal as to 
tiie two races. I remember that there was a report that they had taken out a white 
man and whipped him. I do not know what his name was ; and then there was a 
report that they had taken out a colored men and whipped him. 

Question. How early, or at what time, did you hear reports of that character? 

Answer. That was back in 1867 and 1868; I think it was in 1867. 

Question, ilow recently have you heard of any offenses of that character being com- 
mitted ? 

Amwa'. The last offense— T believe that was the last— that I heard of in my section, I 
defended them. 

Question. When was that ? 

Answer. That was about two years ago. There were four colored men who disguised 
themselves and whipped one of their own race nearly to death. I defended them and 
got them off on the plea that they were ignoi ant of the laws of the State of Alabama 
with regard to Ku-Kluxism, or going in disguise ; I got them off with a small fine. 

Question. You refer to the district in which you practice professionally ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that was all my personal knowledge of that case, that I defended 
them. 

Question. What is the last case of that character, in point of time, of which you have 
heard as occurring in the State ? 

Ansica*. The last case I think was in Elmore or Coosa County. 

Question. How recent was that ? 

Answer. About two or three months ago. 
• Question. In the intermediate time between 1867 and the occurrence of that case in 
Elmore or Coosa County, whichever it was, were there frequent reports of the occur- 
rence of similar cases ? 

Answei'. If you please, I would prefer to make a statement in regard to that case 

Question. Certainly ; proceed. 

Answer. Because I took official cognizance of it. That was the case of Isaac Dorman 
As governor of the State I received a notillcatiou that an outrage had been committed 
by Ku-Klux. or disguised men, upon this Dorman, in Elmore County. Whenever I re- 
ceived any reports of that kind, and I was satisfied that such things had taken place,, 
I sent my recording secretary to investigate the matter. I sent him in this instance 
for the purpose of instituting an inquiry as to the real facts of the case. As the ac- 
count had reached me it was somewhat horrifying, and much to be lamented by the 
executive of the State as by every other citizen. I have with me the report of my re- 
cording secretary upon that case-, I will either state the substance of it to the commit- 
tee or 1 will submit it to the committee for their examination. 

Question. You may as well give us the substance of it, as you remember it, and w6 
can take that report also. • ^ 

Answe}'.f The report states that Mr. Howe, an old citizen and planter, and a member 
of the church, had learned from one of his employes that this man Dormau was in the 
habit of coming to his plantation at night, stopping at the cabins of the negroes, and 
instilling into their minds all sorts of erroneous ideas with regard to their rights, their 
superiority, &c. Mr. Howe went to Dorman and requested him, when he visited his 
plantation, to come to his house and he would treat him as a gentleman ought to be 
treated. Dorman agreed to do so. Some two weeks subsqueut to that, however, Dor- 
man again came on the plantation. While he was eating supper with one of the ne- 
groes, one of the employds, a negro man, went to Mr. Howe and told him that Dorman 
was tliere, and said that if he did not come down he would not have an employ^ on 
♦ his place. The old gentleman went down, with his two sons, the oldest about eleven 
years old, and found Dorman at the table. Dorman got up, with a knife in his hand, 
and moved towards Mr. Howe, who was at the door. Mr. Howe, with his walking 
cane, struck the knife from his hand, and then turned in and gave him a very good 
thrashing. Dorman the next morning repaired to the town of Wetumpka, made an 
aflidavit before a justice of the ]ieace, which is our court of inquiry there, that he had 
been assailed by Mr. Howe, and Ku-Kluxed by disguised men ; and charged Mr. Howe 
and his sons with assault and battery, and also charged other citizens with being ac- 
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o(*=;8ories, and demanded a posse co^mtatus of forty men to <;o witli tlie constaldc to make 
the arrests. .The eonstable absolutely refused to take a posse, stating- that he eonld 
take all the parties named in the warrant. But, no ; he must take a posse and ^l^o by 
a eircuitous r^jute to make the arrests. Mr. Howe came down there and an examina- 
tion was instituted. It was proposed to abandon it if Mr. Howe would pay th<^ costs. 
That he would not do, and insisted upon an examination. But instead of being Kn- 
Klnxism the court of inquiry determined it to be just as I have stated. He was bound 
ov(^r in the sum of $1,000. This man Dorman was a very infamous character. It was 
stated in the court that he was the son of a Methodist minister, and a fugitive from 
justice for attempting to commit a rape upon his own cousin. I mention that, not 
only upon the report of the court of inquiry, but upon information generally known all 
over that country. 

QucMion. Was Dorman a preacher? 

Amiver. Yes, sir; he professed to be a preacher. 

Qncsflon. Did your secretary make any examination of the parties, under oath 
Answer. No, sir ; he had no authority to do so. The case was tried, however, l)efore 
a court. I have another case that was sent to me by General Crawford, the conniiand- 
ing general of the Uiiited States forces in the State of Alabama, at Huntsville. Inime- 
diately on receiving information of that case, a-s way my wont, I sent my recording sec- 
retary to impiire into it. 

By ^Ir. Yax Trump : 
(Incstion. Give us the date of that case. 

An-iu'cr. It is dated the 27th day of March last, and indorsed ^* respectfully forwarded 
for the information of the governor.-'' Tiiis is such a curious document that, with the 
])ermission of the committee, I will read it. It is one of the last cases ol which I re- 
ceived any information. 

By the Ciiaikman : 

Qu(i<t'ion. Before you proceed with that, you say there wavS a trial in the case of Doi- 
ii^an. Do von mean that the case went into court against Mr. Howe, and that he was 
tried ? 

^iuHwo', Yes, sir; ]\Ir. Howe was tried. 
Question. What was tlie result of that trial ? 

Anstccr. I think the case was dismissed, but I am not positive in regard to that; it 
*did not amount to anything, however. 

(Jncsfion. Was there any verdict in tint case ? 

An.Hircr. Perhaps there was a verdict for simple assault and battery. 
Question. A verdict of guilty f 

Amswir. O, yes, sir; he did not deny it; h(^ confessed that he had whipped him. 
There was no disguise about it ; it was on his own plantation ; the old man and his little 
son. 

Quc^fition. Did the evidence as taken disclose the fact Dornuin had been making use 
of any incendiary inlluences with the negroes f 
Au'swer. That is my understanding. 
Question. What had he done ? 

A)iswer. This paper will give it more in <letail than I have done; I endeavored to 
speak succinctly in regard to the matter. I can read you what the report is. 
Question. I only wish the general facts. 

Answer. This is the report : The sai<l Isaac W. Dorman is employed by the Northern 
Methodist Church to preach to the freedmen, and in compliance with his engagements 
went to the ])lantation of !Mr. J. W. Howe, without first consulting him, harangued the 
negroes — not upon religious topics, but advising them to arm and assert theii' political 
and social equality with the whites, stating tliat he wa.s readv and willing to assist 
them." 

Question. To arm and assert their social and political equality ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Was there any allegation that he had incited them to commit any aggres- 
sions upon the whites ? 

Answer. All my information is from this. 
Quefition. What is tlie inference ? 

Answer. This is all my information ; I know nothing further about it than as I got it 
from the report of my recording secretary. 

Question. And Mr. Howe denied his right to go upon his plantation and speak to the 
negroes upon these subjects ? 

Answer. He asked him to go to his own house, and he would treat him like a gentle- 
man, and he could preach to the negroes. 

Question. He refused him the right to speak with them upon other subjects ? 

Answer. I cannot tell; I only know from this. 
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By Mr. 15i:cK : 

Question. Perliaps it would be better to read the whole report 
Aimed', It is as follows: 

"Statk of Alaba:via, Exkcutive Depaktmext, 

'''Montgomery J February 17, 1871. 

Dear Siu : Pursuant to instructioiis received from your excellency on the 15th in- 
Btant, I proceeded to Elmore County, to inquire into an alleged outrageous attack, by 
a baud of outlaws, upon the person of Isaac W. Dormau, on Sunday, the 29tb ultimo." 
From the testimony of many prominent citizens, comprising members of the bar, and 
others, the first citizens of the county, I find the following to be the facts in the case ; 

The said Isaac W. Dorman is employed by the Northern Methodist Church to 
preach to the freedmen, and in compliance with his engagement he went to the plan- 
tation of Mr. J. W. llowe, without tirst consulting him, harangued the negroes— not 
upon religious topics, but advising them to arm and assert their political and- social 
equality with the whites, stating that he was ready and willing to assist them. 

" These facts were reported to Mr. Howe by his freedmen, who thereupon went to 
said Dorman and told him that when he came to preach on his place to come to 
his house, and he should be entertained as a gentleman, but that ho should positively 
object to his proceeding in the manner above stated, and, furthermore, would not allow 
it. Dorman promised to comply ; but on a subsequent visit again fraternized with the. 
negroes, ignoiingthe kind invitation of Mr. H. Mr. Howe, being apprised of this, 
went to the house of the negro with whom Dorman was stopping, and found him eat- 
ing at the table with the negro family. 

Upon Howe's entrance into the room Dorman rose from the table, knife in hand, 
accosting Mr. Howe in very insulting language, and, fearing an assault, Mr. Howe, 
with his walking-cane, struck the knife from Dorman's hand and gave him a thrash- 
ing. All this occurred in day-light, and Mr. Howe was the only person engaged in the 
assault. 

" Dorman immediately went to Wetumpka and swore out a warrant of arrest 
against Mr. Howe, his two sons, the eldest of whom is only eleven years old, and sev- 
eral other gentlemen in the neighborhood, as instigators and accessories. When the 
order of arrest was handed the constable, with instructions to summons a posse of 
twenty men, and not to disch)se the names of the parties to be arrested, he offered to 
go alone, pledging himself to bring all the parties named in the warrant, but his 
orders were peremptory to take the posse and go by a circuitous route to -Sir. Howe's 
home. The gentlemen who accompanied the officer were not aware who were the par- 
ties to be arrested, until they were halted at the house of Mr. Howe, who, upon learn- 
ing their object, immediately surrendered himself without resistauce, as did all the 
parties named in the warrant, and proceeded with them to Wetumpka, where they were 
bound over to appear at the next term of the county court, in the sum of §1,000 each, the 
most substantial merchants of the place voluntarily placing their names on the bond. 
The case will be tried on Monday next, if the prosecutor appears, which, I am assured, i* 
unlikely, as the county solicitor, Mr. Deloug, proi^osed to Mr. Howe's attorney to com- 
liromise the matter, agreeing to dismiss the suit if Mr. Howe would pay the costs. 

Numbers of the best citizens prolfered to make affidavit that Jklr. Howe was a most 
worthy Christian gentleman, a prominent member of the church, and one of the most 
substantial citizens of Alabama j'and at the same time asserted that it could be sub- 
stantiated by good radical authority that Isaac W. Dorman w^as a man of no standin<j 
in society, and that, furthermore, he was a fugitive from justice, an indictment being 
now pending in Georgia against him for attempted rape on his own cousin; hil 
father, a worthy minister of the gospel, positively refusing to recognize him after the 
offense above stated. Dorman is notorious among the negroes as being a IcAvd, licen- 
tious man ; and Mr. Brogden, when called on by 5lr. Delong to avouch his character 
(though belonging to the same party) refused, stating that every one knew Dorman to 
be an unprincipled rascal. 

*' Mr. Delong, the solicitor, was selected by many with whom I consulted as bein* 
the probable author of the letter to Senator Spencer, giving an account of the * out- 
rage/ and he was known to be drunk on the 29th ultimo, the day and date of said letter. 

"I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

\V. V. CHARDAYOYNE. 

His Excellency Robt. B. Lindsay, 

" Governor of Alabama." 

By Mr. ^an Trump : 

Qneslion. Please give us any information vou have as to what Dorman stated in his 
affidavit hi regard to his assailants being disguised ? 
Answer. I cannot speak with any accuracy upon that. 
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By the Chaii^man : 

Question. Had any of tbese charges against Dorman's character been made known in 
that comnniuity before this transaction occnrred ? 

Ansim\ M3- impression is, from information I received subsequent to this, that he 
was known to be one of these disturbers of the peace. 

Qucstiou. I am speaking of the charge made there about his conduct before leaving 
Georgia. Were those charges, about his offense there, and the indictment pending 
against him, known to Mr. Howe when he invited him into his house ? 

Ansiccr. I do not know. 

By Mr. Van Tp.ump : 
Question. Did Mr. Howe belong to the Methodist Episcopal Church South ? 
Answer. I do not know. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Having stopped to give the details of that case, if you have other cases to 
which you wish to refer we will hear them. I will again ask yon whether, from Ih67 
down to the time of the last case bnuight to your notice, have there been frequent 
occurrences of this character reported as having taken jdace in the State ? 

Anhii-ey. Yes, sir; I heard of frequent occurrences. 

Question. I refer to offenses couunitted by persons in disguise. 

A)isu'ei'. Yes, sir; but it was ouly by report. 

Question. Having stated that, if" there are other cases to which you wish to refer— I 
understood you to say that there were some— you can now go on and state them. 

Answer. 1 will qualify my statement, however, by saying that up to the present time, 
and until these cases were'brought to my knowledg<^, rei)orted outrages by Ku-Klux or 
disguised persons had ceased for the last two years. Oecasicmally, during that time, 
it was reported that men lia<l disguised themselves. I will refer "to sonu) particularly. 
I stated that 1 had heard, and from hearsay had reason to believe, that there was an 
organization known as tiie Kn-KIux organization ; I only speak of that from hearsay. 
But I also heard, and had as mueh reasiui to lielieve, that that organization was dis- 
banded in the State of Alabanui upward of two vears ago. And in this c<mneetion I 
may as well say that it is my solenni belief that tln^'e is no such thing to-day as a Ku- 
Klnx organization witliiu tlie limits of the State of Ahibama. That occasional infrac- 
tions of the law occur by men in disguise, I have b(M'n informed, and have no reason 
to doubt. ]]ut upon every intpiiry 1 ha\'e made, from investigations I have insti- 
tuted. I have invariably found tijat the disguise was not of an organization, l)at for 
the ])urpos(^ of enabling the i)erpi'trat<u's of the crime to escape the vigilanee of the 
law oliicers. In every in?>tanee to which my attenl ion has been caUed, not only as a 
eitizen for the past two years, but as the executive of xVlabama for the last six months, 
I have invarial)ly found that to be the case : that the disguise was not a ])art of a ]»er- 
maueut Ku-Klux, but a temi)orary expedient to enable the villains to escape. It would 
be im])ossible for nu' to refer to each and every case that I have heard of: I can only 
instance tlu)se I have investigated. Amtmg them is the one I hold in my hand, re- 
l)orted to me by General Crawford. 

By :Mr. Van Tiii'Mr: 
Quefition, Where was he stationed when you got that, at Eutaw ? 
Ansinr. At Hnntsville. 
Question. He had been at Entaw ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. This is the case of George W. Hollowell, who, in his affidavit, 
states that he was a southern slave, and got into the Northwest in company with Mor- 
gan's conimand. 

Question, Morgan, of Kentucky ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the confederate General Morgan; and that he escaped there. The 
facts are stated here. 

By the CiiAin.MAN: 
Question. Is that the report of the case to you "? 
Answer. This is the athdavit of the party himself. 

Question. If you wish to submit it in connection with your testimony it had better 
be read. 

Answer. It is as follows : 

State of Alabama, Countii of Madison, ss ; 

On this 27th day of March. 1S71, personally appeared before me, a clerk of the cir 
cuit court in and for tlie county and State atoresaid, George W. HoUowell, resident 
Marshall, Calhoun County, Michigan, who, being duly sworn, de])oses and says that he 
was carried into the rebel army by his former owner, W. D. H. Hollowell, major, from 
I'anola County, Mississippi; was with General Morgan's raiders, captmed near Ciucin- 
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iiati, Obio, by tbe Federal forces, and sent to Camp Douglas, Chicago; tbere released, 
and went to Calhonn Connty, Michigan ; while there I was drafted and attached to the 
one liundred and second United States colored infantry, company *K;' after mns- 
ter-ont of connuand I returned to Calhoun Connty, Michij^an, and I left home on Feb- 
ruaiy 1, 1871, to see my mother and sisters, who were living in Morgan County, Alabama. 
I arrived there, and while staying with them on the plantation of Robert Adkersou, try- 
ing to help them and better then' condition, on Saturday night, 23th of March, 1871, 
I was aroused from sleep by hearing some porvsons calling ' Wash.' I said, ' Who is there V 
Tlie voices replied, * It does not make any diifereuce ; come out we w;ant to'havo a civil 
talk with you.' As I was getting out of bed I said, 'Gentlemen, if you w^ant to have a civil 
talk with me come in and sit by the iire so I can see who you are.' One said, ' You striken 
a li<^ht and I will blow your damned brains out.' I went to the door anil put mys(;lf 
aga?nst it; they pushed with such force against the door that it came open ; I stepped 
back; the door AvavS opened wide; a man dressed in disguise came pointing a double- 
barreled gun at me ; ho had on an India-rubber coat belted around him ; on his liead 
he had on an old cap, over his face a piece of red flannel, reaching from his head to his 
knees. I saw about seven men there, all disguised, some in white gowns ; one of these 
other men came in ; they told me to come, there was no use in staying back, they w^n-e 
going to have me; 'You have been fighting in tbe United States service; you area Yan- 
kee, you black son of a bitch, and we are going to cut-out your stones and skin you 
alive.*' I saw that I could not resist or defend myself with any success, so I said I would 
go out, and did so. As 1 reached the door one of the men grabbed my right arm ; 1 kicked 
him on the side of the head and knocked him down. While this w^as occurring another 
caught me hy the right leg; I struck him with my left fist, and over he fell. 1 then ran 
and they after me, for about one hundred yards, but I got away from them. I ran up 
into Mr. Adkerson's yard, and then went over into a little thicket near the house, and 
there got into an old seed-house, near the kitchen. While I was there these men came up 
to Mr. Adkerson's house, and there were about sixteen men then in the yard ; they called to 
him, but I could not tell what they said. They stayed abcnit half an hour and left, and 
then returned to the house I had been staying in and watched it until daylight. They 
then told my mother and sisters, who were there, that they wanted all my clothes and 
satchel and all my sister Maria's clothes. I had just returned from Valamossa Springs, 
where I had purchased some clothing for her; these things were given to them, and they 
carried them away, also $25 in greenbacks. They said they would be back there at 10 
o'clock Sunday morning, and then give me tw^elve minutes to get out of the State. I 
returned, and my mother and sisters told me that they said they would return, and I 
Jeft, after gathering the things they had left me. They threatened to beat my sister 
Maria on iVlouday next, so we both left there and came to Huntsville, Alabama. 

''GEORGE W. HOLLOWELL." 

" Sworn and subscribed before me, this 28th day of March, A. D. 1871. 

"JAMES H. BONE, 

Clei'k Circuit CourV 

^*A true copy : 

*'M. FRANK GALLAGHER, 
Second Lieutenant and Adjutant Second In/antry, Post Adjuianty 

On receiving that I immediately sent, from a distant part of the State, from Mont- 
gomery, my recording secretary to investigate it. His report is as follows : 

" To his Excellency R. B. Lindsay, Governor ^ tj-c. : * 
" Dkar Sir : Pursuant to instructious received from your excellency, I proceeded t3 
Morgan County, in this State, for the ])urpose of inquiring into an alleged assault on 
one George W. Hollowell, colored, by disguised men, on the night of the 25th March 
last, near Draper's Ferry, on the Tennessee River. After due inquiry, I learned from 
responsible gentlemen that the following wero-the facts in the case^ as near as could 
be known by those not personally engaged in the matter ; 

'' The said George W. Hollo we'll, colored, is, or was, as he stated, a resident of Michi^ 
gan, and came on a visit to his relatives in Morgan County. As soon as ho reached 
Morgan County he began to assume otlensive airs toward the wliite persons he met, 
and boasted loudly and often of having married a wealthy wdiite lady in Michigan, 
with whom he was thtm living, asserting his equality with any white man, and ntt(^r 
contempt for them generally, at the same time giving it as his mission to convert the 
colored people of Alabama lo the same belief He was remonstrated with frequently, 
and told that he would not be allowed to remain in the community so long as he con- 
ducted himself in that manner. His brother-in-law, a respectable and intelligent 
colored man, told him that he should not stay at his house unless he behaved more ju op- 
crly. lu spite of the remonstrances of the whites, and advice of his own kin and color, 
he continued to render himself ollensivo to the community, until waited on, the night 
above-meniioned, by several gentlemen, who ordered him percmptorilv to leave, and at 
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once. It is nee illes.^ for iiie to assure your excell(Micy tliat the wouderful feats related 
hy The said Plollowell, a,s performed by himself iu his escape, as well as the charge that 
he was robbed, and that the x>5irty was disguised, are utterly aud positively false, as 
st4 forth iu his affidavit to the circuit clerk of Madison County. I am assured by geu- 
tlcuieu whose veracity I will indorse that there is not a more orderly, quiet, aud peace- 
aide comnuinity of men, both white aud black, in this or any other State,'than the one 
iu which this occurred, and that this was resorted to simply as a peaceful method ot 
di>])Osing of a noisy, turbulent, disturber of the luiblie peace, Avith no desire or inteu- 
tiou to do the negro bodily harm. 

1 have th(! houor to be, your excellency- s obedient servant, *i'c., 

W. V. CHARI^AVOYNE, 

" liccordiuy Secretary, 

" APEiL20th, 1871.'^ 

Qhcstion. Did your secretary examine the negro himself? 

An.siva\ Xo, sir; he had left there, aud had gone to Hunlsville. I was iuITuntsville my- 
self afterward aud nuule impiiry lor him, lor I wanted to have an interview with him 
myself; but he was not to be found. 

Question, lias auvbody been identified as being with the party charged with this 
otf.'wsef 

^l)is'ivc)\ .1 know nothing furtluu' than is reported by my secretary. 

Que>siio)i. Have you any knowledge, then, tiuit the very persons charged with the 
otf(;nse were not those from whom your secretary gi>t his iuformation t 

^i)i>iicc)\ I have no knowledge turtluT than this : I live in that scctiim of the State; 
my fauuly have been iu Huutsville for souu^ time ; but this was unknown to the peo- 
])]e at large ; it was not considered an aggravated attau' at all. It simply appeared iu 
the ibrm I have it here. I received leixu ts from the county of Jackson that a man l>y 
the name of Cates had been killed, and that a man by the nauie of Ilar])«'r had beeii 
whipped. Ui)on lhat iuformation 1 oliercMl rewards for the discovery and arrest of the 
perpetrat(U's of tlio crime. They were known, ami wert^ indicted for tlu^ murder of 
Cates: but they tied to another ►State. 1 learm d that Cates had been killed accident- 
ally, although the ])arties were u])ou a criminal ndssiou. 

(^kicfiijoii. The parties who kilhMl him ? 

AtiisHiv. Yes, sir; some dilliculty had arisen iu that locality iu regard to a married 
wouuin, and thes(^ parties had goiu' there for the purpose of whip})ing, or doing some- 
thing to a iiuiu whose nauu' was associated with this woman scrape, as 1 nuiy call it ; 
I do not know the name of the num. Mr. Cates was absent at the tinu\ but hi^ (;amo 
u]) to the house with a torch iu his hand at the time these outlaws were about the 
house; 1 call them outlaws. They sent a young lad to halt Mr. Cates. 

Qne.siion. Is that the usual nuxle of travel iu the night by the people iu the country, 
wilh a torch ? 

AnHicer. I think it is a very common thing with ]»eople, when passing from house to 
house in a dark uight, to ciirry a torch or piue-kuot. ^Ir. Crates would not halt, but 
was shot and killetl. The young man sent to halt him has escaped ; three or four per- 
sons have been indicted and have given bail ; but they say the gun was fired, but how 
tiiey do not know. At all events, Cates was killed. 

(JuesiioH. Were the parties in disguis«i? 

Ansicc)\ That I do not know: I think that I heard they were; I am almost pos- 
itive that I was informed they were iu disguise. Harper was wliipjjed. 1 oliered a 
reward for the perjjetrators of that crime ; they lied, however. He wns whipi)ed })e- 
cause he had given testimony against «)ue or two outlaws that frequent that ])ortiou of 
the State of Alabama. The county of Jackson is a mountainous region, aud lies in :i 
corner betwc^eu th<' States of (reorgia and Tcuiu^ssee. It is the resort of almost every 
villain that Hies from justice in the three States of T(uinessee, Georgia, and Alabama, 
for the mountains on both sides of the Tennessee Kiver are almost inaccessible. Jt 
s«'euis that Harper had given testimony before a grand jury which led to their indict- 
ment, and they whippixl him for that ; that is the iuforuuition reported to me. 

QiU'slwih Yon say he was whipped for giving testimony against sonu3 outlaws ? 

Ani^irer. Yes, sir ; about setting tire to a house. 

QinsiloH, Were they i>ersons who had been charged with having committed oifens(\s 
while in disguise ? 

Ausivcr, No, sir ; they had burned a house. When I us(» the term "outlaw" I do not 
use it iu a technical sense, but I mean a man regardless of both human aud divine laws. 

(Jni'fiilo)L I put the questiou because you had termed outlaws the other persons who 
had killed Cates. 

Aji-'iU'ir. My recordiTig secri^tary, whom I had requested to go and ascertain any fur- 
ther informatiou on the subjef t, telegraphs me, under date of June I'^J, 1H71, as follows : 
" Saw solicitor of Jack.son. Harper and Cates both democrats ; private feud, not poli- 
tics, causo of assaults." 
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By Mr. Van Trump : 
Queslion. What are the politics of the solicitor? 

Answer. He was appointed by my predecessor ; I do not know what his politics really 
ore — how he affiliates now. 

I3y Mr. Beck : 
Question, What was your predecessor's politics ? 

Anmcer, He was a reiiuhlican. I wonld not like to locate a man in politics without 
knowing. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question, Was it the habit of yonr predecessor, Governor Smith, to appoint dem- 
ocrats ? 
Answer. Not much. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Those two cases, Cates and Harper, were the tw(MJases in Jackson County 
complained of to you ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have the offenders been arrested ? 

Answa'. Those who whipped Harper have not been arrested ; those who are charged 
with the killing of Cates have been arrested, and indictments have been found against 
them for murder. They have been prosecuted for four weeks in succession, the resi- 
dent lawyers aiding in the prosecution. The solicitor telegraphed to me to allow him 
a detective, because he thought that with the aid of a detective he could discover the 
offenders. That was before he did discover the parties; however, I had no power to 
allow him a detective. 

By ^Ir. Van Trump : 
Question. Which party has the majority in Jackson County ? 
Ansivcr. The democrats are largely in the majority. 

By the Chairman: 

Question. By "prosecution" do you mean a preliminary inquiry, or a trial before 
a jury? 

Answer. There was first an examination by a court of inquiry, and then an indict- 
ment found by the grand jury of the county. 

Question. They have not been tried before a traverse jury ? 
Answer. I believe they have not been tried before the circuit court. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question." Are they in prison ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. As I stated before, the prosecutor is a man of great energy and de- 
termination, and he is sustained by the editor of the newspaper in that county, a man 
©f moderate politics. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. Is Stevenson the county town? 

Answer. No, sir; Stevenson is in the county, but Scottsboro is the county town. 
The next case that was brought to my official notice was a case in Limestone County. 

By the Chairman: 
Question. Please give the date if you can. 

Answer, I think it was within the last three weeks. I do not remember the date. 
I was in the town of Hunts ville when my attention was called, by the probate judge 
of Madison County, in the presence of Joseph C. Bradley, to what was termed a Ku- 
Klux outrage in Limesi one County. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 
Question, lluntsville is in Madison County ? 

Ansiver. It is. On invitation of the judge of i)robate I called at the probate office the 
next morning, to get more accurate information from an assistant of his in that office, 
who had heard the statement made of the outrage. A man by the name of iMcGregor 
was said to have been the victim. 

Question. White or colored ? 

Answer. White. I learned from the assistant of the probate judge these facts : this 
man, ]McGregor, had bought a horse from another citizen of Limestone County, for 
which he paid him, perhaps, a hundred dollars. After the trade they repaired*^ to a 
still-house, im they call it there, a place where they make Avhiskv, and there they got 
drunk. McGregor was oliarged with stealing the hundred dollars, and getting the 
horse too. That night some four or live men went to McGregor's house, took him out, 
and threatened to hang him if he did not give up the hundred dollars. 



ALABAMA, 



169 



Question, Were those men disgnised ? 

Ansirei\ I do not know whether they Tvere or not, and I niust confess that I do not 
remember Avhether that was stated or not. 

Question. The reason 1 ask is that you characterized the transaction as a Ku-IQnx 
outrage. 

Amico: Yes, sir; the reason why I am not certain in my recollection will he ex- 
plained. Not content with that information, however, I ordered my recording secre- 
tary to refiair to Limestone County for the purpose of investigating the facts and send- 
iug"^ forward a detailed rep(»rt. lie telegraphs me, under date of the 13th instant, as 
follows : ^' Investigated fully Limestone case. All democrats ; drunken spree : no poli- 
tics." 

By the Cilurm^vx : 
Question. Have you any other cases to which you wish to refer ? 

Answer. Some three or four weeks ago I addressed a communication, in the form ot 
a circular, to the district attorney of tlie United States, at Montgomery ; also to the 
solicitor of ^Montgomery County, L'ohert Knox ; to a gentleman of the name of Speed, 
who is a man of intelligence, and the school superintendent of Perry County, one of 
the largest negro ^counties in the State of Alal)ama, and to several other iAentleu)eii, 
whose nanjcs I now foiget, recpiesting them to furnish me with a statement of any 
outrages or crimes committed within their knowledge or information. I received no 
reply from any one of them, except from the district attorney of the Ignited States, 
who expressed some surprise that 1 should have asked him. I stated in my eomnumi- 
cation that I wished to investigate the matter so as to ascertain the facts as they 
really existed. He stated that there was a ciLbn which had occurred the day before in 
Montgomery County. 

By Mr. Van Tnoir : 

Question. Is that the county in which the capital of the State is situated ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I have his letter at my room, but I have it not hens I t'orgrt no-w 
the names of the ])arties or tin* facts; at h^ast 1 ( (»uld not undertake to make an accu- 
rate statement of them. But it was charged that disguised jiersons had whii)i)ed a 
negro man. All of them were arrested and brought before the United States couunis- 
sioner. The palliation that they gave was that this negro nuin ha.d connnit ted an 
outrage U])on the person of an idiot white girl, and that the idiot girl was discover(-d 
, to be pregnant; that was the palliation that they alleged. That is stati'd in the letter 
of the district attorney hiniself. 1 had not time — it was tlM^lay before 1 left — to insti- 
tute any inquiry ; but\he ])arties wer<' bound over before the United States connuis- 
sioner iii the sum of $1,000 eaeli. That is the most recent case that i know of; there 
may be others, but ic is impossible for me to remember them all. 

By the Chaiijman : 
Qustion.' These are all you remember at present ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; theses are cases I have endeavored to feiTct out. If there is any 
particular case to which you desirt me to direct my attention, I might be reminded of 
it by reference to it. 

Question. You have spoken of Jackson County; was there a case in the county in 
which a man named Larkin was involved; a colored man, whowastidicn out aud shot 
on a stump, or alleged to have been ? 

Answer. AVhat time was that * 

Question. About the 1st of January, I think. 

Mt. Blaiii. At Uayettevillo, it is'said. 

The Witness. Yes ; 1 think I heard of the case of some negi'o at Larkinsvilie. 
By the Ciiair:\lvx : 
uesiion. The negro was named Larkin, was he not ? 
nswer. I think 1 heard of that case, but I do not know the particulars. 
Question. \Vas it called to your attention ? 

Answer. No, sir, not oliicially ; it was only by rumor that I heard it. I remember to 
have seen some account of it in the newspaper published at Scottsboro, a i)aper which 
I receive at my ofiice. 

Question. Have you a recollection whether it alleged that the offense in that case 
was counnitted by persons in disguise ? 

Answer. 1 cannot say ; my memory is indistinct in regard to that. If I were required 
to state my best impression, I should say that they were disguised. 

Question. That the persons who committed the oiiense were in disguise? 

Answer. Yes ; that is the best impression 1 have in the matter, but my attention was 
not called to it officially. 

Question. Was this Larkin a colored man ? 

Answer. My recollection is that there Avas an outrage of that kind committed ; but I 
have no personal knowledge whatever of the matter. . ' 

Question. Instead of directing your attention at X)rcsent to particnlar offenses which 
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have been committed, there are one or two other questions I wish to ask you. You 
have akeady tjiven it to us as your belief that there was an organization of persons in 
the State of' Alabama iniblicly known as Ku-Klux, which organization ceased some 
two years ago. 

Answer. Yes; my information was tliat there was such an organization, but I had no 
personal knowledge of its existence or of its operations. 

Question, Had you that information from any persons who professed to know the 
form and the purposes of the organization ? 

AnsuTr. No, sir ; on^y^ from those who liad seen them in disguise. 

Question. Were they uniformly represented as committing their offenses at night in 
disguise, in military order? 

Aimcer. My information was that they went in bands ; but as to military order, or 
the particulars of their organization, I never had any accurate information. 

Question. Your information is that these offenses were committed at night by men in 
disguise, and in organized bands ? 

Answer. That was my information. 

Question. Have there not been offenses committed in the same manner, and generally 
upon republicans, within the last two years ? 

Answer. Well, no, sir. I will here state as my belief that I do not think the Ku-Klux 
ever selected a victim because he belonged to any political party. 

Question, I do not wish to get at that point yet, if you please, but to another point. 

Answa-. I understood you to use the word republicans. 

Question. Perhaps I put more in my question than I ought to have done. Have there 
not been offenses, without r<?gard to whom they have been committed upon, committed 
within the last two years, at nighf, by persons in disguise and in organized bands ? 

Answer. I have not heard of any. 

Question. Have none been reported to you within the last two years ? 

Answci'. None ; unless those I have mentioned in Jackson County ; the Cates case. 
I may have heard of others, and if I were to reflect • a little perhaps I might think of 
them. 

Question. You give it, then, as your testimony that, according to the best of your 
information, there have been no offenses within the last two years committed in Ala- 
bama at night by men m disguise and in bands ? 

Answer. Oh ! no ; I do not give that testinjony. 

Question. What is your testimony, then ; that there have been such offenses committed 
within the last two years? 

Answer. Yes, sir ;* that offenses have been committed at night within the last two 
years. 

Question. By men in disguised bands ? 

Answer. *I do not know about that ; I have understood that they were. I believe 
that those bands were got up for temporary purposes ; but I state my belief that, so 
far as this Ku-Klux organizatio n is concerned, it has been disbanded over 'two years 

Question. The Ku-Klux organization having jjursued its operations in this way, a 
night and in disguise, you say there have been offeilses committed within the last two* 
years by men in disguise at night and in organized bands. I want you to give your 
reasons for believing that the Ku-Klux, as such, have been disbanded. 

Answer. I can give no other reason, except the very same reason which I gave for its 
existence ; geucTal information, and the fact that they have never been seen in anything 
like or;j;anized bauds. 

Question. What was your information as to the difference between the purposes of 
the.se organized bands during their existence and the purposes of those combination!^ 
that have committed these offenses within the last two years ; what is the distinguish- 
ing difference between them ? 

Answer. I will give you what I conceive to bo the difference. The origin, as it is 
generally understood, the prime moviug cause of the existence of the Ku-Klux, was 
the result of Union Leagues. Union J^eagues W(Me organized in ever 'little village and 
h.indet and town throughout Ninth Alabama, composed principally of colored men^^ 
with a sprinkling of whites. Those Union Leagues were supposed — I am speaking no\< 
only from general information upon this subject as ui)on the other — these Union 
L'^agues were supposed to have not only a political object, but to a certain extent an 
olyect of crime; that they were banded together for the purpose of committing depre- 
dations upon Ihe whites. I say that was the imi)ression; I do not say that it was the 
fact, because I was never in one. During the ])rocess of reconstruction there were no 
courts in the State of Alabama, either competent <u* active in the administration of the 
laws. Everything to a certain extent was chaotic, every man and every part of society 
were entir<'ly at sea. And this band of Ku-Klux was' said to have been organized to 
counteract the objects aud acts of the Union Leagues, and to punish crime where the 
Ij^ws failed to administer justice. I am speaking now of what was the general impres- 
sion of the country at that time. As soon as the reconstruction measures became ope- 
rative, and the goverameiU was organized under those mcasui'es, and the courts of 
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justice were roopenod, that or^^anization was disbanded, or certaiuly it ceased to exist, 
so far as tlic general information of tlie eountry went. Unfortunately, nnder tlie re- 
construction measures in A]a])ama, we liad placed in power a great many iueomi)etent 
otiieers, men who were not capable of discharging the functions eitlier of judge or 
})ri)secuting attorney ; men who v^ ere totally unlit eith(M' by tlieir moral or their mental 
(character to administer the laws. I am spejdving now what my experience as a lawyer 
bids me to speak. The old system of prosecuting attorneys was abolished; that is, 
v/hat wo called the district system, where a i>rosecuting attorney had a jurisdiction, 
if I may use that expression, of five or six counties, or rather coextensive with a judi- 
cial circuit ; that office of i)rosecnting attorney was abolished, and in its stead was 
establislicd a multii)licity of solicitorshii)s, one for c^very county ; tlius inducing the 
dignity of the ofhce and the emolumeuts of the office to such an extent as to forbid 
the possilnlity of obtaining talented men to till them. • A few boys, who had just como 
to the bar, strii)lings who lia<l no ex]>(nience, and who, i)erhaps, had never read a law 
book through, were the only ones who ran for sneh offices, and filled them. Th<\v 
were not only im'ompetent, but were living in the very midst of the inlluences they 
ought to have ]mt down. 'J'hey thus became timid in the administration otthe laws; 
they wer( too young and timid, fortunately that is now simiewhat passing away : 
they are getting more experience, and to a certain extent are becoming more ca])able 
ot (lischarging tlu^ir duties, and are now Jn ingingmen to justice that otherwise escaped 
jbrmerly, partly IVom ignorance and j)artly from indisposition on thi^ part of the ])rose- 
•'inting officers. When that unfortunate condition ot ati'airs passed away, it was gen- 
eiaiiy understood that the Kii-Klux organization had disbanded; and 1 repeat that I 
am satistied that for two years ])ast, since the jivesidential election which elected 
General Orant, tla re has been no such tiling as aif>' organized J)ands of depreclators or 
ot l\u-K]ux in die l^tate of Alabama. I think th.-it 1 am in a positicni to gnin general 
information on that snbjiM't. 1 repeat, however, that small organized bodies of mef! 
have per[)( trated crim(\s, but not pursuant to au;^ rules or laws ot an organization, bi'.t 
ftinij)ly to cover up their villanies. 
■ (J)icsiion. That is the answer you make to the impiiry I put / 
^tu>^irtr. Yes, sir. 

(>ifcsiion. 1 do not wish to interrupt you if you are not through. Is that the full 
aiiswcryou desire to make ? 

^li-sinr. 'J'liat js all I desire to say now that is i>crtinent. 
(JiN.-^iioiK 1 do iK)t wish t«> inteiruj)t you unless you are through. 
^liisnrr. I Ixdicve I am through. 

(^'UCsltivK 1 desire to follow that by this inquiry ; I wilU however, ])remise with an- 
otiier impiiry. 1 understand you to say that the riiion Teagnes were lirst <'stablish(Ml 
there as a ])olitical organization ; and that, as you umhM-stood it and as yon beli(^ve it 
wus understood by others, some arrangements were made for committing depredation:^ 
upon the white i>opulation ? 

JntfWtr, That was the impression of the country. 

Qucsiivu, Am\ that the Ku-Khix organization followed it for the purpose of counter- 
acting its political operations, and also to couuteract its depredations by violence 
also ? 

Ani^n-cr. Xo ; I have never understood that the Kii-Klux organization had any politi- 
cal signilicance whatever. 

Question. Did I understand you correctly, then, if I understand you to say that it 
was organised in opposition to the Union Leagues for both x)urpos(;s, or was it only for 
the purpose of counteracting violence i 

Jtisnrr. 1\> couuteract violence, and to administer that ju^itice which the laws failed 
to administer. I will not say administering justice, but to punish crimes which the 
laws laih'd to punish. 

Quffitinif. Whether intended or uot, did it follow that persons who entered that Ku- 
Klnx organization were opposed to the republican party — that they were of the demo- 
cratic 2)arty ? 

A}i>tH-vr. 1 could only give my imi)ression. 

(Jncsiiou. What is that ? 

J//.s?rc/'. In my section of the country the whites are nearly all democrats. 

(Jiut>Ho)t. Th(ni, v. hether intended as a i)olitical organization or not, did it result as a 
nuittt'r »)f fact that those who composed it were of the democratic party f 

Jn>^H-{'i\ I c(mld not answer that, from the simple fact that I do not know one mau 
vrho belonged to it. 

(litf^iltoit. So far as your information goes, did you ever hear anybody charged with 
beiongiiig to it who w;is not of that i)olitical organization ? 
^Insin r. 1 do not know that I have. 

(Jnv'^Hoii. These quest ions have been preliminary to the one which I deem of the 
UK'^t importance. That (luestiou is, h^t these otfenses, committed by these disguised 
bar.ds. Iiave been commitied for a i)o]itical purpose or not, have the depredators been 
bioagl]', lo justice and punished, as a rule, or have the laws failed to reach them, l)c- 
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cause of the difficulty of identifying the offenders or proving the offenses against 

them 1 „ ^ . T XI • T 

Ansicei\ I do not think that I know of any— yes, I think there were some m Lau- 
derdale County, perhaps, who were discovered and prosecuted; that is my present 
recollection, but that is the onlv instance I have known of any discovery of the Ku- 
Klux, with the exception of the Your disguised negro men who whipped one of their 
own race. That was about two years ago ; and I will say in connection with that, 
that there were some disguised men who took out the negroes who had been disguised, 
and whipped them for whipping the negro. As I stated before, those disguised ne- 
groes were dismissed at my earnest solicitation, because of their ignorance of the laws 
of Alabama and of tlie heavy penalties attached to Ku-Kluxism. 

Question. Then that case and the case in Lauderdale County are the only ones 
which you remember of disguised men having been brought into court and prosecuted 
for their offenses ? 

Anawcr, I think so; that is my recollection. I will state, in this connection, (it 
would perhaps be pertinent,) that the statute law of Alabama in regard to disguised 
men is, I will not call it severe, but is very peculiar, and exceedingly strict and exact- 
ing in its provisions. If a party is whipped or killed by men in disguise, the county 
may be sued for a penalty ranging fi*om $1,000 to $5,000 ; and it is the duty of the pros- 
ecuting attorney of the county to institute suit for and in behalf of tho victim or the 
relatives of tho family. I think that in Lauderdale County several suits, or one or two 
suits, have been instituted for the purpose of recovering the penalty ; in one instance 
for whipping a man by the name of Rogers, and in that case I think he himself is the 
witness. 

By Mr. Van TRmiv : 

• Question. What is the fact as to whether these kinds of suits are or are not brought 
in other parts of the State ? 

Answer. They are; it is the duty of the solicitor to bring them. 

Question. Do you know of any case of the kind ? 

Answer. I cannot specify, but I know it is generally understood that the solicitor 
"will do so. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Has there been any recovery, that you are aware of, against any county 
under that law ? 

Answer. Not yet; I do not know of any recovery. There was a case carried to the 
supreme court of Alabama the other day, under which there had been a recovery in 
the court below, but the supreme court decided against the recovery. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. On a question of law ? 

Answer. It turned out that the parties were not disguised, but they were hid behind 
some bushes. The county, however, was at first successful in the suit ; the penalty » 
was inflicted upon the county in the court below, but in the supreme court it was re- 
versed. That is the only case that I know which has come to a termination. 

By tho Chairman : 

Question. You have no knowledge of any case in which there has been any recovery 
agaiust the county? 

Answer. I do not, unless it is that one. That case was from the city of Mobile, I be- ' 
lievo ; I will not speak positively on that point. ^ 

Question. Have you any recollection of a case occurring in Lawrence County in 1869, 
in which a man of the name of Sapp was hanged ? 

Answer. No, sir; the name is unfamiliar to me. If I were to hear anything about 
tho circumstances 1 might recall it. 

Question. I am endeavoring to recall cases which have fallen under my observation 
in reading. My recollection of the case is that Sapp was hanged in Lawrence County 
in 18GD, and that an officer named Garrett arrested a number of prisoners who were ^ 
rescued. You have no recollection of that case? 

Anstver. I liave not. 

Question. Have you any recollection of a case in which a man named Collins was ar- 
rested and iuj prisoned, and then escaped ? 
Answer. Yvs, sir ; I recollect that. 
Question. How recent was that case ? 
Answer. How long since ? 
Question. Yes. 

Answer. It was some twelve months ago. I think Collins settled in my county, tl :e 
county of Colbert; engaged in planting, and engaged in politics. Where he came from 
I do not know; he was a stranger to us ; he came from some Northern State. lie 
^tailed at jdanting, however, and got into the courts, which enabled me to become 
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pretty well ncqnainted with his history. He was elected one of the board of education 
ibr that congressional district, the district represented now by Major Sloss. Before 
that, htnvever, or about that time, he was insulted by a man of the name of Kernahan, 
at th(3 hotel table in the town of Tuscumbia. They got into an altercation, and the 
result was that Collins killed Kernahan. Kernahan was a native of Alabama, 1 be- 
lit^ve; a drinking niaa, and exceedingly offensive. Collins and he in the altercation, 
however, both iired at the same time, and Collins killed him, at the hotel table. Col- 
lins was tried, prosecuted with a great deal of zeal on the part of the family of Kerna- 
han, which was a wealthy family, but the jury acquitted Collins. 

By Mr. Van Tp.ump: 
Question. Was it a mixed jury? 

A7i!^u'cr. No, sir; it was not a mixed jury. A jury of tlie best citizens of that country 
ar<iuitt('d Colliiis. And I nnist confess that there is xierhaps no instance that would be 
more illustrative of the fairness of an Alabama jury than tliat ease, because there was 
no man in that section of the country, drinking man though he was, who had a higher 
character for generous impulses than Kernahan. He was beloved through all that 
region of country. Collins was a man who was, I may say, most odious, so far as his 
])olitical movements with the colored i^ace were concerned. He was chief in the 
organization of Union Lcagueism ; he was a speaker on every stump, to colored men, 
Avliere iK)liti('s was concerned. Yet that man was triumphantly acquitted by tlu^ j"ry, 
without live minutes' consideration. A year or more elapsed, when thc^'e was a contest 
for CongK ss. Hanghey, who was a representative in the Fortieth Congress, I believe, 
Avas a candidate and very obnoxious to Collins, who espoused tlie cause of Hinds. In 
the town of Courtland, Collins and Haughey got into an altercation and Haughey was 
killed. 

By Mr. Blaiii: 
(Jui'Kiioit. Ifaughey was a republican, was he not ? 

AU'SHi}-. Yes, sir. Haughey was killed by Collins, who was arrested, brought before 
a court f>f iiHjuiry, and connnitted to staml his trial in the circuit court. During the 
time ()f his imprisonment ho was taken out of jail, it was said, 1 Kdieve, by some dis- 
guised men. 

By 3Ir. VAX Tjiu.Mr: 

Qitc.^tion. Can you state right there whether Haughey was a favorite among the 
negroes, (Ji' not, as a rei)ublican candidate / 
A}ifsiv(r. Haughey was most decidedly the favorite candidate with the negroes. 

By the Chairman : 
QiKsilon, That is your recollection of that case ? 

Ansirtr. Yes, sir. Collins escaped, and it is said that he has gone to New Mexico, 
with his father-in-law. General Smith, who was ax)i)ointed revenue collector or revenue 
assessor in New Mexico. 

By Mr. Van Thump: 
Question, Was he bailed out ? 

An.^urr, No, sir ; he escaped. Ho was committed for murder in the first degree, which 
is not bailable. There are various imi)ressions in regard to his guilt; I have my own 
inqnession. 

By Mr. Blahi: 

Question. I understand you to say that he was taken out of jail by disguised men. 
Do you mean rescued by them '» 

Answer. Yes, sir. My law partner. Major Sloss, was his attorney, and received letters 
from him alter he escai)ed and went out of the country. There is no question about it 
that he was taken out by his friends. 

By the Chairman: 
Question. Out of the jailf 
Aiisiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is it your impression that they were disguised when they took him out, or- 
met him after they got him out ? 

Anm-er. 1 am not positive. The reason why I think they were disguised is that it 
was reported all over the country that the Ku-Klux had taken Collins out and hung 
him. 

By Mr. Van TRX^:vir : 
Question. He has been heard of since ? 

Answer. My law partner was his attorney ; we have dissolved partnership now; but 
Major Sloss told me that he had received comnmnieations from Collins, and everybody 
knows that he is with his father-in-law in New Mexico. 
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By tlio CiiAinMAX: 

Oiwstion. Statements liave beeu made, and I want to inqnire of your knowledge of 
ilieir tnitli, of railroad trains having been stopped by men in disguise, taken control 
of and run from one point to another, while they inflicted whippings upon some 
ueWoes in your State. State if you have any information upon that subject. 

'Answer. I have never received any official information upon that subject. I have 
heard of it, and upon hearing of it I attempted to institute an investigation ; but diffi- 
culties with regard to the railroad, the stoppage of the trains, has prevented me from 
accomplishing iny object. I suppose you allude to the occurrence upon the Alabama 
and Chattanooga Railroad, at some iron-works at Attala. 

Question. I do not wish to allude to any case in particular. Statements have been 
made generally, and I wish your general information upon the subject. 

Anfiwer. That is the only case I know of, the one on the Alabama and Chattanooga 
Railroad. My information was general, that a railroad train, or an engine, was fired 
up and carried down from a station on the Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad, by a 
party, to a little town called Attala, and there they whipped some negroes. But I un- 
derstood that it was by some employes of the road who had taken offense at some 
negroes who had been working with them. 

Question. How long ago was that ? ^ 

Answei'. It was within the last five or six weeks, I think; but am not positive 
about it. 

Question. Did you institute any investigation as to that ? 

Answer. I gave orders to have it investigated, but the railroad has gone into 
bankruptcy, and the trains have stopped^ and there was no easy way of getting at the 
facts. 

Question. Was it your information that a teacher of a colored school was whipped at 
that time? 
Answer. No, sir ; I did not hear that. 

Question. Was it your information that the whipping was confined to the negroes 
working or^' the road ? 

Answer. That is my recollection, and the only recollection I have on the matter. No- 
body communicated the facts to me at all. It has often been my request to citizens to 
correspond with me, and advise me with regard to these matters. But I have received 
no comumnicatiou upon that subject from Mr. Stanton, or from any other party con- 
nected with the road. My understanding was that it was an outrage committed by 
one part of the employes of the road upon another part of them. 

Question. Have yon information of a case occurring in De Kalb County, in which a 
man named Heniy Smith was hanged at Hickory Bark? 

Answer. I have not; this is the first time I have heard of it. 

Question. Allegations have been made before the committee that in certain jiortions 
of the State of Alabama, republicans were not at liberty to freely express their political 
sentiments without danger of personal violence ; that has been said with regard to 
Greene County, Marengo County, and other counties. If you have any knowledge of 
the public sentiment there, as bearing upon that question, please give it to the com* 
mittee. 

Answer. I am entirely ignorant, personally, of it. I have never been in Greene 
County but once, and that was during the war ; I have not been there since. I have 
spoken freely with leading citizens of Greene County, and they all seem to think that 
the disposition of the people is not only peaceable, but exceedingly tolerant. I believb 
that any man can go into the county of Greene and express his political sentiments*. 
Judging from my experience in the late canvass in other counties, and my knowledge 
of the i>eople generally, I would say that, as a general thing, there would be no diffi- 
culty encountered by any man of any i)olitical party expressing his sentiments. 

Question. You canvassed the State at the last election ? 

Answer. I canvassed some thirty or forty counties of the State. 

Question. Were you interfered with or interrupted at any of your meetings by any 
person ? ^ 

Answer. No, sir, not at all. ^ 

QueMion. No obstacle was presented to the free expression of your sentiments ? 

Answer. I would have to take a general view of the feelings of the people of the State 
of Alabama. I think that I know, if any man has a right to know, the peculiar char- 
acteristics of the people of Alabama. My political career has been a long and peculiar 
one in Alabama. I am not a native of the South, uor am I a native of the United 
States. 

By Mr. Vax Trump : 
Question. What is your nativity ? 

Answer. lama native of Scotland, and went into the State of Alabama in 1849. In 
185:$ I was elected to the legislature of Alabama, after a short residence there of f<^nr 
years. I went to Alabama from the good old State of North Carolina. Senator Pool 
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cominenced his manhood Tvith nie, in his ohl county. I went from a orood old whig 
county into a democratic one. In fonr years I was elected.l>y one of the lin oest major- 
it i(\'^ given to anyone. I was a foreijTiier ; I was a stranger. Again, in 1^57, I was 
elected to tlie 8ta'te senate. I mention these tilings in order to come to the point. In 
1^60 I was an elector on the democratic ticket. After the Charleston conv(Uition I re- 
signed my electorship, and, in my lett{^rof resignation in the public prints, declared 
that I could have no aftiliation with any party that aimed at the dissolution ol tlio 
T'nion. 1 was then ]»hiced upon the Douglas ticket as an elector; I canvassed the 
State, at least the northern jmrt of the State. I met Yancey, and denounced seces- 
sion. The feeling then was ten tnm^s warmer than it has been at any time since the 
war. But I never received an insult, because the people are a generous peojile ; I have 
a right to say so. I o])j)osed secession on every hill and in every valley in North Ala- 
bama. In ^iay, l^Gl, I came out in the same pa])er that published a s])eecli delivered 
()n the occasion of the presentation of the tirst tiag to the hist company that went to 
Fort Morgan; and in a ])arallel column with the speech upon the occasion of the Cic- 
livery of that ilag appeared my letter, stating that I had opposed secession : that I 
had not changed my mind, and that I did not think, from the action of the confederate 
congress, there was any good reason why I should change it. Yet I was tolerated, ;ind 
no man ever attempted to insult me, or thought of insulting iii(\ I mention this to 
show the freedom of ()])inion })ermitted and recognized in Alabama. I say what took 
place in is as ])revalent to-day in Alabama. There is no man, I care not how ob- 
noxious he may be in the juditical history of the country, if he will go into the State 
of Alabjima and express his opinions, not attempt to arouse ill-teeling Ix^tween the 
races, but can ex])ress his opinions anywhere he pleases. Ihit, as a matter of self-pro- 
tection, the ]>eo]>le of Alabama require that there shall hv. peace and harmony and con- 
cord existing lK*twe<'n the two races; that is all we want. In that connection I will 
say tlnit I know of no liMding in Alabama against the colored race or against republi- 
cans, more than existed in oldiMi times betwt'cn whigs and democrats. Jn olden times 
I have met with more (»])])osition and more insuhing llings than republicans to-day 
get in Alabama. In old (Section canvasses, when men got on their sprees, they would 
say, " You know you lie ;" ''That is a lie." That was a common thing back in the 
hills and mountains in tlieolden times. Ibit we knew how to take that : perhaps the fel- 
low who did it would turn around and xoU' for ns4he next day ; I have known them 
to do it. The same thing, to a ceitain exn*nt, in the State of Alabama ])revails now, 
and always will piu-vail in this country. But as for oi)position to a man merely ])eeause 
»he is a rcpuldican — there may be instances; I tlo not mean to say that there are 
not. 

Qncstiou. In the case where a public meeting is coin])t)scd largely of the negroes them- 
selves, do you gi\e it r.s your belief and o])inion that there is no disposition to inter- 
fere with \he free exiJiession of o])ini(m in instructing the negroes as to what their 
civil and political rights are in tin' new relations which they now sustain ? 

Ansirc')'. I say there may be an isolated case; but as a general thing there is not. 

l>y ]Mr. Van TnuMP: 

Que-stion, Are you aware of any such isolated cases or not ? if so, you can state them. 
Do they not fre<[U( ntly occur in the North / 

Ansinr. I never liv(Ml in the Noi th. but I take it for granted they occur everywhere 
under a republican government. 1 will say here, in this connection, that the feelings 
of the people of the Slate of Alabama are advancing. Yon are aware, as well as I am, 
that the reconstruction measures were not by any means acceptable to the ])eopleof the 
South ; that is too ])atcnt a fact to be controverted. But that has passed away, and 
v. e are beginning to recognize not only the fact of right and the practical workings of 
the right, but the democrats are beginning to electioneer with the colored men just 
like old times, and we are trying to get all the votes we can down there. 

By the Chaikman: 

Quesikm. Do yon believe that the wliippings of the negroes, of which yon liave heard, 
had anything to do with the etfort to nuUify the reconstruction laws in Alabama, and 
to deter them from tlu> exercise of their political rights? 

Jimver. I put it upon record, without any hesitancy whatever, that I do not believe 
there has been a man whipped in the State of Alabama, during the last two or three 
years, if ever, certainly not in the last two or three years, on account of his political 
})rincii>les ; not a man, black or white. 

Question. Or with the purpose of deterring the negro from the exercise of lii: political 
rights ? 

Jnsu'tr. Or with that purpose ; personally I know nothing of that sort. In my 
county we have nine hundred negro voters, and they are divided into parties just as 
the whites are. 

(Jnvf^tion. I desired to call your attention to these points for the purpose of obtaining 
your views upon them. It has been alleged that in many instances rex)ublican ofticers 
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ill tlie snmc portion of tho State to wliich I have referred have heen threatened, and 
compelled to resigu theip olii^-es for fear of encountering this personal violence. Give 
to the committee your knowledge and belief upon that allegation. 

JuHwer, ^iueo I have been in the government of Alabama, there have been one or two 
iustances in Avhich parties themselves communicated that fact to me. One of them 
Avas a Mr. Blackford, of the county of Hale. Ho said that he was compelled to resign 
from fear of bodily consequence. 

By Mr. POL.VND : 
Qucntion. Whatofiice? 
Ansu er. Judge of probate. 

By Mr. Blaiu : 
Question. In what part of the State is Hale County ? 

Jriffirer. It was a part of Greene County. Mr. Blackford eame to rae at Montgomery, 
and in conversation said that he felt that his personal safety required that he should 
resign. I replied to him that I would not accept his resignation for that reason ; that 
I did not think he was in danger ; and that I would not he a party to encourage tho 
resignatiou of any officer on account of such apprehensions, or on account of threats, 
lie retunied. I heard no more of him for two or three weeks, when he came to Mont- 
gomery iu compauy with a gentleman from that county, tendered his resignation, and 
at the same time presented a letter recommending a party to succeed him. I accepted 
his resignation, with the belief that he had entered into an agreement with his suc- 
cessor, a man of very good standing, a democrat, but of moderate views. About the 
time I accepted his resignation, another party came uj> and pressed upon me to give 
tht» appointment to him. 

By Jklr. V.VN Trump : ' 
Question. The same man he had recommended ? 

.insicer. No, sir; his own appointment; recommended by the leading citizens of Hale 
County of both parties. Upon inquiry, I discovered that the appointment of either of 
them would not restore harmony to the people, and I therefore refused to appoint either 
of them, and selected and appointed another man; I tendered the office to him; he did 
not know I was going to appoint him. He is the son of Judge Pearson, of North Carolina ; 
I tendered the appointment to him; he was not aware of it until I sent it to him. I 
gave offense to the other parties, but I received the approbation of the best citizens of 
the county for my selection. He was a man w^lio perhaps did not participate in politics 
at all. I apppointed him because it was a republican county ; and although I appointed 
a democrat, I wanted one as nearly acceptable to all parties as I could get. That is one 
case. I will say, however, that nobody ever hurt Blackford. He kept his fine race- 
horses, his fine stud, and did everything in the world any citizen could do, and no one 
ever hurt a hair of his head. 

By tho Chairman: 

Question. Was there not a communication in the papers that a party had written t(» 
him requesting him to resign ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I heard it from him; all I know about the matter I obtained from 
Mr. Blackford himself. 

Question, How many other counties were there in which oflScers tendered their resig- 
nations to you ? 

Answer. Well, sir, a gentleman eame np from Choctaw County a few^ weeks ago with 
tho resignation of the judge probate ; in tendering that resignation, of which he was 
the bearer, he solicited the appointment for. himself, and I gave it to him. ^ 

Question. Had the officer who resigned been threatened ? 

Answ^\ That is what I understood ; but it is only hearsay. 

Question. Are those the only instances of which you have heard — the instances from 
Hale County and Choctaw County f 

Answer. I think there was a public meeting held in Sumter County, requesting 
Luther Smith, who is a citizen of Choctaw County, to resign. 

Question. He is the judge of the circuit ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Van Tuump : 
Question. This county of Greene is also in his circuit ? 
Anmcer. Yes, sir ; there have been some resignations, but they are few. 
Question. \\ hat is Judge Smith's standing there as a lawyer ? 

Answer. Really I do not know his standing ; I never saw him but once ; he seems to 
be a man of energy. 

Question. Wix^ thevG fxny other reason given for his resignation than the fact of his 
party relations ? 

Answer. I do not really know what the cause of it was; I really do not know; I 
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could not s]>eak ^vith any accuracy at ail upon that subject. I say that I know 
notliing at all against his personal character ; luever heard it alleged that he was guilty 
cf any crime. 

Question. Or that he was incompetent ? 

Answer. I do not know whether I have heard about his i^u'ompetcncy or not. 
Quefiikm. Were you thrown in contact with him in the circuit ! 

Answer. ISO, sir. I will say that I think I have heard, i)erhai).s, that he was incom- 
]>etont, or something like that. I paid very little attention to it, l)ecause the question 
I'f <'ompetency is a matter of opinion among men. 

Question. In how many counties have yon been called u.^on to reud^^r ju'otection 
;>gainst outrages and violence ? 

Answer. I think I was called upon from the county of Ct^osa. 

(Juesiion. Please name the counties, and afterward give th ^ derails in regai'd to each 
( ounty. "Was there any call from llale County { 

Answer. Well, no, sir ; there was no dir<^ct call. Tliere never vras a direct call at all 
upon me but once, and that was from Coosa (Umnty. Blackibrd wrote me one or two 
kiters stating tlie condition of things in Hale County, and I think the sheriif of Hale 
wioto to me. 

Qnesfion. Have you taken any ste])s, or arc you about to talce any, for the organiza- 
tion of {State militia for protection i 

Answer, Y(^s, sir ; I issued a circular to ti're(>ne County, ;:N]:ing tliem to organize a 
company, subject to my orders, to aid tlie civil authorities. I also addi'essed a circular 
to Jaeksou County, asking them to organiz*^ a conqjany. Tho hnvs with regard to the 
militia \\ere very im])(: rfect. There is a provision iiuule tor volunteer militia, a provi- 
sion as leijgthy as th(sso for the armies of the United St atcs. It was ini])ract icable to or- 
ganize the entire militia of the State. I received replies from the dilferent counties, 
stating that they did not think there was any n.ct'ssiiy for tlie organization of the mi- 
litia; that the imblie sentiment against lawlessness was becoming so strong that they 
thought in a sliort time it would be entirely ov(U^;onie. 

Question. What have been the fai.-ts laid betbre you, or of which you have informa- 
tion, wlii(di imluccd you to take the initiatoiy steps for oiganizing the militia in those 
counties i 

Answer. Iilackford's letter and a communicati(ui from the solicitor in regard to the 
killing of C*ates, in Jackson (.'ounty. I never had any necessity presented to mc with 
regard to any otli: r county in the istate, from any party, to organize any body of men 
*to aid them. 

Question. Were the facts such as to induce von to suppose that such a step was ad- 
visable ? 

Answer. I thought that an organization of the leading citizens of the respective 
counties would have a tendency to overawe those who were disposed to lawlessness. 1 
was exceedingly anxious to signalize my administration by the overthrow of crime 
and lawlessness everywhere through the State. 1 thouglit if I could get such an or- 
ganization as I speak of it would have a good inlluence. 

By YiY. Van Tri'mp : 
Question. In those counties / 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

By the Cii virmax : 
Question. Did a judicial officer resign in Perry County ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. lie sold out, 1 presume. 
Question. He resigned. 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Was any cause given for it ? 

Answer. None at all, but the ^5,000 which his successor giiYe him. He came up with 
a Mr. Howe to my office, and tendered his resignation. 

Question. Is that a case to which you have already referred ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; I have not referred to that case. Mr. Howe succeeded him, and no 
cause whatever was assigned for it ; nor have I heard of any except that one. I do not 
know that he got $5,000, but subsequent to the appointment I heard that Mr. Howe 
paid him $5,000 for the office. It is a very proUtable office, worth $10,000l a year. 

Question. l)id you know of any threats against those offlcers who handed iu their 
resignations ? 

Answer. The probate judge of Perry stated none. Mr. Blackford in his letter says 
that the good citizens of his county always treated him wjgII, and that bethought that 
a party who desired the office was the cause of the offenses to which he was subjected. 
The party that ho charged was one of the applicants for the office ; I withheld the ap- 
pointment for a week or ten days, and then learned that that charge was entirely 
groundless ; that the party he had charged with the offense was a high-toned Christian 
gentleman, entirely frea from suspicion of a disposition to injure any man. luasmuch, 

12 
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however, as the cliarjro was so made, I refused to give Lim the appoiDtment, although 
he was the one turned out uuder the reconstructiou acts. 

Question, llavo you any information of threats used against the ofittcera of Choctaw 
County, either against the sherilf or the probate judge ^ , ^ , , ^ 
. Afmcer. Yes, sir; I have understood that they had been threatened— only from them, 

however. . ^ . tx- i • • « 

Question, Were they threatened on account of their political opinions ? 
Answer. I do not know auy thing about it further than what they told me. 
Question, Was that the information you had ? 

url/wicer. From them, yes, sir. , . ^ , , . . , . 

Question, Was there any attempt made against the judge of the scveutli judicial cir- 
cuit — one of the circuit judges of the State ? 

Answer, AVTio is the judge of that circuit? 

Question. What is the number of Judge Smith's circuit ? 

Answer. 1 do not myself remember ; they have been so recently made. 

Question. In connection with that subject, was complaint made to you in any in- 
stance, or had you information which led you to believe that there was any attempt 
being made to i)revent holding the court? 

Answer, None. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 

Question, Right there we may as well know howlong the governor has been in office. 
How long have you been governor of the State of Alabama ? 
Answer, Six months ; I went into office the latter part of November. 

By the Chairman : 

Question, When the probate judge of Choctaw County resigned, do you remember 
what reason he gave ? 

Answer, He did not give any reason ; simply sent in his resignation through Judge 
Houston, whom I appointed. I did not wait a moment, but appointed, him, although 
I had a communication asking that the appointment should not be made until other 
applications could bo made. 

Question, Was it not Judge Glover ? 

Ansu'er, Yes, sir ; it w^as. 

Question. It was he who brought the resignation ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I was thinking of another judge. 
Question. Did he give any reason for the resignation ? 
Answer. No, sir ; not that I recollect. 

Question, Was any stop ever taken, either before your term or since, to investigate 
the murder of ^Ir. Boyd, the solicitor of Greeue County ? 

Answer. I Imow very little about that case ; in fact, nothing but hearsay. 

Question. That occurred before the commencement of your term ? 

Anstvcr. Yes, sir ; some tim'e before ; I was at home when I heard of the murder. 

Question, How far do you reside fi'om Greene County, w^here that murder was com- 
mitted ? 

Answer, About one hundred and fifty miles. 

Questioji, Was any political motive attributed for that murder ? 

Answer, The only thing I ever heard about it, that I now remember, was that he was 
prosecuting some parties, and they thought the parties prosecuted w^ere implicated in 
the murder. 

Question, Was not that murder, according to your information, committed by men in 
disguise in the night ? 
Answer, Really I do not remember any particulars about it. 
Question, Do you remember reading the accounts of it ? 

A nswer, I suppose I read the accounts of it, but I do not remember the particulars. 

Question, The account given was that some 75 or 80 men in disguise, or a large num- 
ber of them, rode into a large town during the session of the court and murdered a 
man in the hotel. How do yon distinguish that case from offenses committed by the 
Ku-Klux, before the time when you say they disbanded ? 

Answer, I do not know. I think a special case may be distinguished from an organi- 
zation; they might disguise themselves for tho purpose of committing a special crime, 
and not be pursuing any regulations or orders of any organized body. I have no doubt, 
;us I have stated before, that men in disguise have perpetrated crimes ; I have no 
doubt, from my information, that such has been the case. But when I say thatt, I am 
satisfied from ray information, and I believe that, within the last two or two and a 
half years, or since tho presidential election, there have been no crimes committed by 
preconcerted action— I will not say preconcerted— but by a permanently organized 
body. 

Question, Now, having taken you over the ground indicated by previous examina- 
tions here, as far as I can, and our object bciug to ascertain aU the information with 
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regard to your State in i^elation to tlie execution of the laws and the safety of life aud 
property, if tliere are any other facts bearing upon tliat subject wliicli you have uot 
stated, ^nve theiu fully to the committee. 

ylnsinr. In justice somewhat to myself, I would say that, in regard to particular iu- 
^;tauce^^, uu^i'ss they have occurred during my administration, I am not able to speak 
witli a]iy ac('iirac3% for my information of them was obtained through the medium of 
lloatiu;! rumors and newspaper acconnts ; accounts sometimes in one newspaper, some- 
times in another, of diiferent ])olitical complexion.; and my mind was uot riveted to 
t Iiem as it has ijcen since I have been in ottice. I can only speak vrith regard to the 
L viuT.;l ( liLiraclcr aiul coiulition of the couTitry. 

ily :.Ir. r>LAi]^ : 
Quc'^tion. Your rcsi-hiiicc is in Tn^enmbia 
ylnsiny. Y<'s, sir. 

(Juef>li >n. Th'^rc was a c(>]t)r<"l nnni by tlte name of (ieorgo Taylor, said to have been 
whipped in your town in Did yon even* htnir of such a i)ersou 

Ani^n'fr. A'cvcr h(?ard of his n;inir, nor of his being whipped; it nniy have occurred, 
hilt 1 do not rt'colltd it. 

(Ji«:';{ioH. And. a\)OTit tiu^ sni'.ie tinio, it ^vas reported that th.ree colon'd num were 
hniig from a bridi.:;e at Tnscnmbia, a leailin-.^ color -d m;iu of tlie name of Johnson said 
1o have b.i'cn (Hie of t h"m. Do yoa recolle.-l the, circumstances of these mc \ ha\'ing 
1"V'T> huMg f-oni tile brid^j,t' ? 

A>i."U-<r. Yes. sir. I luive no ]H'rsonal knov,'h'th;L' ol'tlio fact, but I l:ave u.) <lonbt of 
l.;e thri (• men liavin^' b'-m hung. 

(jHvsilo/!. \\>v w]i;ir oru'Msc .* 

J/?.s?r/'?'. I v/as not in Tase;imb:a at the tiino ; I Ii.jd my fimily at tlie vp.-iijM^ in ; ho 
h!ountains. 

f,''//c.v/ Vniat w:>'^ tlie olfctise eliargcd against tlicm ? 

.//(.sM7r. 'I'hcy were. hnn."\as alh'gcd — in fact, I am not only satisfi<'(l, but may say 
that 1 k'lou'that they were hnn'^:' — fu' burning the toinale a(\nh*my ot'the town of Tus- 
vninbia. They wc''c considered to be the leailers oftlie cons[>iracy. Tive others were 
prosccnted under indie^^ments for aison, for the same burning, i was the voiuuteer 
.attorney, witli one of tlie ohhvst atlonieys of the Srat<^ oi Ahibama, to detcnd the live. 
( ^ne of them was t h(^ lins])and «»f a negro girl that bidongefl to me wiiile slavery ( xisted, 
a girl whom I raised. Tlicy were coiivii ted, and sentenced to the peniU'ntinry lor liv(! 
^'V seven years — 1 target now wliicli. We took an apjx^al tt) thci supreme coiu't 
irom the ruling of the judge, aitd the su])nMne com t de<'i(led the ap])eal well taken. 
Their sentence was suspended in the interim, rx'fore tli(> a]ipeal was tleeid mI 
in the supreme court they csea])ed, and the news was circnhitcMl ail ov( r the country 
among the coIohmI ])eoi)le that thost? tive had been taken <.)nt of jail aud hung. Tiiat, 
however, was not the fact ; they escaped, by the aid of some of tlieir own race, and got. 
into the States of Tenuesset^ and Kentucjcy. I speak now of wliat 1 know, because 
tlie wife of one of them was my cook; sh^' received a letter from her husband, whicli 
I read to her ; and she went on to the State of Kentucky, where she now is, and cor- 
T(\spon«ls now with my little girls. She is a j-ellow girl, and a very faithful servant. 
They all esca]»ed, and the general sentiment of the community was that it was a V(^ry 
good thing that they did escape, the three leaders having been punished. 1 will state 
further tiiat those ur'groes were the body and life of a (iuiou Lc^aguo in the town of 
Tuscumbia. I ha,d the whole confessions of the defendants, iiy some chance they 
received advice from a negro man from Memphis to n.se the torch ; that they were at 
war with the white race, and they should use the torch ui>on them. That was over- 
lieard in the town of Tuscumbia. This negro man from Memphis was a porter upon 
the sleejung-car of the Memphis and Charleston Ivailroad. They met together upon 
the night of the burning, divided themselves into s(iuads, three for an advance guard, 
three to carry the coal-oil and matches, and the balance to remain behind while the 
building was set on tire. They first agreed that they would set lire to the whole town ; 
but this colored man suggested that this one was a good man, and another suggestetl 
that that one was a good man, and they finally burned only the female asylum. These 
three negroes were taken out by disguised luen and hung on the public bridge at 
Tuscumbia, so I was informed. It was considered, however, by the community as a 
great violation of law ; Dotwithstanding their crime Avas great, still the best -pait of 
the community was very denunciatory of the proceedings. 

Question. AVas the academy occupied at the time ? 

Answer. It had just been repainteil and re-covered. This was on a Thursday evening, 
nid, I think, the school was to be reopened on the Monday following. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Q'l/'sfi&n. Was it a mere local village school or an academy? 
Answer. An academy. 
Qiuslion. Was it a valuable building ? 
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Ansirer, Yes, sir, as valuable as most any in our county. It was the only one we had, 
and we have had none since. It was burned, I think, m 1868. 

By Jklr. Blaiu : 

Question. Do you know a Methodist preacher who has been living in Huntsville for 
some time by the name of Lakin? 
Atmver. I only knew him by reputation. 
Question. What is his reputation f 

Ansiccr. Ho is a very shrewd, sagacious, cunning man, a man of strong mind and 
strong will. 

Question. What is his reputation as to veracitj ? 

Answer, 1 cannot speak with regard to his veracity, except from general information ; 
I know nothing about him myself. As for his veracity, I can only judge from what 
1 have heard about his romancing and wonderful tales of one thing and another. I 
know nothing about the person at all. If I were called in a court of justice and were 
asked if I knew his character for veracity and truth in the neighborhod where he 
lives . . 

Question. You say he has a repution for romancing T 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I do not know exactly how to designate it. It is ray understand- 
iug of the man that he looks at everything through a jaundiced eye, with a magnily- 
ing eye ; small events that would not be noticed by other men his imagination and 
fancy work into terrorism. 

Question. Is he an enthusiast in his character as to religion ? 

Answer. That has been his reputation. I knew his reputation long before I saw the 
man. He is considered to be a zealot in his cause, the establishment of the Northern 
Church in the South. He and others came down there to work upon the colored popu- 
lation in order to get them to abandon their connection with the Methodist church 
conference South, and unite themselves with the Methodist conference North, assign- 
ing a variety of reasons why they should do so. I have been an eye-witness in our 
town to the feuds and disturbances that have arisen from these efforts. There are two 
churches there, and there is a very bitter feeling existing between the two sections of 
the church— the Northern Church and the Southern Church. 

By the Chairman: 
Question. Both colored? 

Answer. Yes, sir. There are distinct colored churches there. The colored people 
since their emancipation are all forming themselves into separate and distinct colored 
congregations ; before that, while slavery existed, they attended the churches of their 
masters. 

By ^Ir. BlaiPw : 

Question. Do the colored people some of them belong to the Methodist Church South, 
and some of them belong to the Methodist Church North, and do they have separate 
congregations I 

Answer. They have separate congregations. 

Question. And you say there is a great deal of bitterness of feeling between the two 
churches ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; so much so that it has taken a political turn. Ip. my county the 
Northern Church belongs to the republican party, and the Soilthcrn Church to the 
democratic party. There were one hundred and twenty-five voters in my precinct who 
belonged to the North^n Church. 

By Mr. Van Tru:mp : 

Question. You saj^ there is a great bitterness of feeling between these two churches — 
North and South ; it is mutual, is it ? 
An steer. Yes, sir. 

Question. If anybody should say that that bitterness of feeling was all upon the 
democratic side and none on the other, that would not bo the truth ? 

Answer. No, sir. The fact is that in our town it is about equal. They have separate 
public meetings to get up subscriptions to advance their interests ; they have two 
separate churches ; the Northern church is within ono hundred and fifty yards of my 
residence, and one of our oldest colored men is the minister of it ; I think it was this 
man Lakin Avho converted him. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Do any of the white people in that region of country belong to this North- 
ern division of the church? 

Answer. None iu my immediate section. I understood that on the line between 
Winston and Walker, or Winston and Blount Counties, there were some two or three 
churches composed principally of whites whc, through Lakin, had associated them- 
selves with the Northern conference. When I was in the canvass Lakin preceded me 
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.i few days tluou^li ii part of the monntaiu region of North Alabama. But I have 
understood that tho^e churches have abandoned their connection witli tho Northern 
( onfereiUM- ; Vvliether it is so or not I do not know; I have heard that they are what 
they call bioki n up. 

Que^ilo^l. Have yon ever heard of the destruction of any of those churches, the burn- 
ii.'.^ of any charches and school-houses of colored people, belonging to this Northern 
cuuference ? 

Aimrcr. I do not know that I have ; I cannot s})eeify the burning of any church ou 
' ther side; there may have* been instances of that kind, and I may have heard of 
txu'ni,but 1 canuot locate them now. 

(^hitstion. A l)^rson by the name of James Dornian lias been spoken of here, who was 
whipped and run oiY in "Wetumpka. Is that probably th(^ same nuin to whom you 
Lave refeired ? 

Jiisircr. That is the same man. 

(Jae>-t'ion. You called him Isaac Uoinian ! 

Aiisi^cr, That is what I called him. 

(JiastioK. Tiiei-e> could not have been two iustauces of that kind, of pcrsmis of the 
'-ame name ;' 

J/i,s/rcr. No, sii-; this is tlu^ same one — Isaoc V\". D(U'man. 

^^>.7t • ;'/(>//. Have you e^ er heard anything of a man named Ji s.se Knight, a preacher, 
who was <Ii()t in ^Morgan County in l--u'J/ 

1 do not rc'eollect such a name. I may say that there was a A'cry ill feeling 
rxistiug about that time in Moigan County. There were several homicides and assas- 
- inatioi.s in ^lorgan County ; they were the result of personal fends. The lirst killing 
v, as that of a yoiuig man of the name of IJagland, a lawyer, lie was shot while sit- 
ting by the side of his wife in his own house. It was charged that a num of the name 
of Charlton, who was a pr(d)ate judge there, Avas the ringleader of a party opposed to 
liagland. K^everal other assassinations and killings took place, but I do iu)t remember 
the names of the })aities. Finally Charlton himself was killed as he was stepping olf 
the cars of the Memjdiis and Charleston liaih(>ad. JJaghuul and Charlton bo'th being 
killed, the feud terminated, and there has be(>n peace and cpiiet in the community ever 
since. IJagland was an impulsive man ; v> hat his oflense was 1 do not know. Charl- 
ton I knev>\ and he always ap])eared to me to be a very decent and well-l)ehaved man. 
Kaglaud was a democrat, and Charlton was a re])ublican. 

(Juc^ilon. Did yon ever hi ar anything in regard to a man by the name of Pdair being 
taken iVoiu his house in \'i<'nna, in Madison County, and Ixuiten and mutilated / 1 think it 
was stated that the parties wiio wi re identiiied were indicted under the civil right.s 
MM. 

Ji:tiU'C)\ 1 do not know anything about tint case, When did it hai)pen ? 

(■I'.U'Siion. il was under tlie eivil-rights 1)111 ; 1 do not know exactly wlien it oe^:urred. 

Adsinr. I do not lecollect anything about such a ease. 

(j:uAlo^(. It h:is l^een wtatv'd in evidence here, that there were thirty-three indict- 
i.K iits. s( v( n for murder and manslaughtei", i>ending in the United States court at 
lliintsville in the fall of I'^TO ; and that of all these parties under ijulictment, only two 
were arrci'ted, the ot^iers b-. iiig at large. AVerc you a practitioner at that time in the 
Cnited Stat( s coTirl ? 

Aiif<i(ri'. Yes. sir. I k?iow nolliing about the number of indictments, nor have I ever 
•i. ai'd iiiiythlng about the faihire to arrest the parties. 

Qa<sl'{o]i. As you are a practitioner in the court, would not such a cimdltion of affairs 
]»^o!)abiy have been brought to ycnir knowledge, and have arr<\sted your attention ? 
Th'^. siatei!ient is that thei-e were thirty-t liree indictments, seven of them for murder 
and mar.slaughtei', and only two arrests were made. 

Ai('f<uv}: 1 think 1 should have known of them, ]>ecause the civil-rights bill and the 
]K)wei's of the eourt lUKh^r it were matters of general discussion among the members 
.'1 the bar, and 1 think 1 would have heard of such enormities had they existed. 

(JiusC'rK. 0\ course that v>asan assumption of jurisdiction which had never previously 
iKloii;;eil tt» the l (Mk-ral courts, and such a state of things would have attracted tlie 
..t'entiiin of iiuy hiw>'er practicing at that bar ! 

Attain r. I am' very'intiiaate with all the members of the })rof(;ssi(m there. 

(Jac-^llon, You never heatil of the eircnmscanee .* 

A^itmcr. I lu-vi'r he:ird of it, oi* anything connected with it. The record, however, 
wo;U>l >.how ; it might have escaped me. 

(^uirAi^ii. 'sVas there op}5osition maile to your assuming your duties as governor after 
o.i W4 IV ilt'chired elected 

.Avurcr. Vf's, ^ir ; there was bitter and ]u'rsist(^nt opposition. 

i^-di'sUoii. in what ibriii and in what shape did the o[)position exhibit itself; J sup- 
iKi-^.^ it was geuLiallv knowii that you had a majority returned for you as governor 
.'.f the State / ' 

A:.->.-u: Ye., sir. 



182 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



Qacsfion. I believe your constitution requires that the presiding officer of the senate 
shaUdeclaretheresnlt of the election? ^ ^ xi 

Aimra\ The returns of the election are made from each county to the presiding offi- 
cer of the senate. The presiding officer of the senate is required to count them out 
tlurin'^ the tirst week of the session of the legislature, in the presence of the two houses. 
With ret^ard to myself and my election, it was determined to defeat this provision o^ our 
constitution ; and a hill was filed, praying an injunction to restrain the presiding ofii- 
cer of the senate from counting out the vote for governor and treasurer. 

By Mr. Van Thump : 
Question. Were other State officers elected at the same time ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; I will come to that. No opposition was raised against the lieu- 
tenant governor, the secretary of state, or the attorney general ; it was confined to the 
covemor and the treasurer. Before the election the lieutenant governor, Mr. Applo- 
cate had died ; and the presiding officer of the senate was a man by the name of Barr. 
The injunction was served upon him, and he obeyed the injunction. He counted the 
votes ioT lieutenant governor and declared the one receiving a majority of votes as re- 
turned duly elected lieutenant governor; but he would not count the votes for the 
governor or for'the treasurer. He had not, however, made his calculation sufficiently 
strong and accurate, for the very moment that the lieutentant governor was declared duly 
elected, he qualified, according to the constitution, and counted the votes for governor and 
for treasurer, right there and then, in compliance with the requisition of the constitution. 
It was alleged, or rather it has been alleged, that I had not a majority of the legal 
votes cast ; but at that time it certainly was not contended t^at I had not. Governor 
Smith himself, on the day after I reached Montgomery to take my seat, entered into a 
conversation with me, and sympathized with me upon the responsibility and annoy- 
ances to which I would be subjected in that office, and said that he had no doubt that 
I had a majority of the votes of the State ; those were his words. I remarked to him, 
" Governor, I am very ^lad to hear you say so, because it is rumored that you intended 
to resist my inauguration.^' He went on, however, in a sort of equivocal way, stating 
that he had a right of course to contest any election if he thought fit to do so ; but he 
left me with the impression, and I so told my friends, that he would raise no opposition 
to my inauguration. In the mean time, however, this injunction was being i)repared. 
It was charged that there was fraud in the election. If there wa§ fraud I certainly 
had no knowledge of it directly or indirectly. No friend and partisan of mine ever 
intimated in the remotest manner that there had been any unfair dealing, or that a 
single vote had been counted to me to which I was not legally entitled. They charged, 
however, that onr a fair count they would have a majority, assigning as a reason that 
the box from Russell County had not been counted, which gave Governor Smith 1,125 
majority. That, however, was a mere ruse, for the purpose of predicating an applica- 
tion for an injunction. The 1,125 majority claimed from Russell County were the 
votes of 1,125 colored men from the State of Georgia. At Girard, in the county of 
Russell, there were two boxes opened ; one a box pursuant to the statutory provision ^s 
of the law ; the other box was opened by a man named Hook, on a bridge that runs 
from Columbus, Georgia, to Girard. At 2 o'clock in the day the sheriff, a republican, 
went to Hook and told him that he must close that box or he would put him in jail. 
He closed the box and earned it immediately to the county seat and took a receipt for 
it from the probate judge. About midnight the legal box, which really had 225 
majority for Smith, was taken up there, and the probate judge refused to receive it, 
stating that he had already given a receipt for a box. * 

By Mr. Beck : 

Qncslhn. Were there any votes for you in the box which was on the bridge ? 
Aiwim-. There was not Supposed to be one. On the next day the judge of probate, 
the circuit clerk, and the sheriff, whoso duty it was made to compare the poll-list with 
the registration lists and count the ballots, met there. They were all three repub- 
licans, faithful republicans ; but two of them happened to be honest men, and they re- 
fused to count the spurious box. The sheriff and circuit clerk would not count that 
box, stating that it was a perfect outrage. I am speaking of what I know, because 
some of the parties themselves told me. We were in this dilemma : the box could not 
I be certified to the officer at Montgomery. They sent immediately for the other box, 
the one with the 225 majority, but it was not to be found ; this was about the second 
or third day perhaps. Of course the box upon wh;ch they claimed 1,125 majority was 
not to be counted ; though upon that they calculated to out-count my vote. There was 
another reason upon which they based a hope ; the county of Washington sent a ma- 
jority of 600 for mc. Instead of addressing the return to the presiding officer of the 
senate, they addn^ssed it to Lieutenant Governor Applegate. Lieutenant Governor 
Applegate was then in liis grave ; but the letter came into his widow's hands, and she 
carried the return to a leading rei)ublican of IMontgomerv, asking him to cany it to 
the capital. But instead of carrying it to the capital he told her three days afterward 
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tliat lio had sent back the return to Washiugtoii County. So 600 majority for me waj 
gone there. 

r>y :.rr. VAX Tkump ; 
Quesl'ttfu. That was not connted ? 
An^^nrr, They were counted afterwards. 

Qiu'i^fion. 1 mean at the time of the declaration of the vote in the h^gisUiture. 

Anf<wcr. No^ sir. The return from Covin|L!;ton County was mailed, but it never reached 
M<>nt<;ouiery. 1 sent a young man to get a^duplicate, which he brought, and that 
• howed 500"and odd maJoVity. A return from another connty was not forthcoming, and 
it is not known whatever became of it ; that was 2U0 and odd majority. 

(Jucstiou. A majority for whom i 

Ansirer. I'or the democratic ticket. 'My majority, as counted, was about 2,500. 
Quffitiou. As c(uinted in the l(\i;islatnn' ? 

Answer. I mean the count including \\'ashington, Covington, and the other county. 

By Mr. Sir.VEXsox : 
Question. Von mean it all had Ix^en in that should have been in? 

Answer. Yes, .sir. In tliat (^lection there wei'e l>jr> illegal votes given upon the Alaba- 
ma and Ch.-ittanooga Unilroad ; votes by transi<^nt han<ls working upon that road, from 
N'irginia, North Carolina, and T<'nnessee. The snperintendoiht of th<; road marched them 
;',p to the ri'gistralion olhce,had them registered, and had them ])ass b(^)re them, and h(^ 
handed them tickets to vote; they voted lor William II. Smith for governor, and for the 
lieutenant gov<'rnor (ui the democratic ticket. There were of them who had no more 
right to vot(^ th«'r<* than a man in Africa ; they were transient workmen there. Theso 
votes wer<> counted against me, and not against the balance of the tiuket. That is the 
road in regard to which there hasbeon so much difficulty in relation to bonds. Then it 
Avas charg(Ml Avith regard to Sumter County that men wert; intimidated there, aJid that 
(Jreene County had gone democratic because of th<', riot at Entaw. Now 1 am pos- 
itively informed, and so Ixdieve, that the riot :it Kntaw injnr<Ml us in (Jreene Connty not 
fewer than r)()Ovot(^s; I am satisfied that th(^ majority for tin*. d<Mnocratic ticket in 
( li-eene (*ounty would have been r)U(> moH' had the riot not occurred. The questioii 
then occurs why, in a colored county, should this democratic majority exist i 'J'hj 
answer is sim])h' : Ijays, the ])resi,'nt member in Congress, h;i<l IxM-ome ( xceediugly U!i- 
])o])nlar, an<l we calcnl;itrd to carry that district in tlio congn'ssional r;u-e. It was oui 
calculation for week ^, yes, for months, that we would <*arry that distiict over llay>. 
An<l 1 havo no doubt tliat when tln^ rac»' is run again by any <l"!n<v'rat that Chaihs 
iiays will )h' beaten in that <'istri<'t. 

-•//•<,.•. Is Hays nnpoj.'i'i.ii- wiili t'lo wl.itr or v.iih (la- c'dorcd voters / 
^Inxt'-cr. With tlir <'.);(Mi'd a >rs. In Sunitc)- ( "ounty, wIu-it tiio gi-c.at change took 
: .'.ace. 1 ex peeled a cliang'*. I'y n..iM iage, I am relaled to ni-aily every large })la.nter 
lIiecoui'Tv; ami tli<' negroes 1 lia.d owned had iclations in Sumter Connty. For two 
years a*"!, r the war I had cout i-ol ol' three hundi-eil negroids in Sumter (^ounty, every 
'iue of whom would have travele;! lioni tlie (Julf of ^lexico to the Tennessee line to do 
me a la.vor. 1 had coiiti'ol of one of tlie largest iilantations in Snmter ('ounty; I 
rdlowed tlicm to oeenijy tliree thon.^and ai*res of land lor three years, without charg- 
ing them a cent. 1 expeete<t t o carry Sumt er County; 1 would do it to-morrow. In 
those two comities is whe«'e tliey cliargedv. e Avere disapi)oint<Hl ; that is a mistake ; 
1o-<lay I w<iuld carry th<^ county of (h-eem' by '.iJAV) majority; I am jx'rfectly willing 
that< it should g<» upon record liere that I ]»elieve so. In Greene County there could 
not have ))een any terror or intimidation. Tlie military forces of the United States 
vrerc' thei i-, at every leading precinct in the county, ])rot<M.'ting them. I will tell you 
thattiie col()r(>(l population in xVlabama are not so easily deterred fro]n the exerciso 
of their franchisi^s; they are not very easily deterred; you may persuade one, but yon 
cannot d( ter them in bodit\s. Strange, that in Dallas Connty, with a large city in its 
center, ami men of ])Owerful inllm^nce there, the same reasons should not exist that 
did in Greene County, or in Sumter. Butler is a large negro county; Madison has 600 
negro voters, but 1 can ied it by 000 majority. We have ^30 A oters in my county, and 
1 di<l not lose but 125 of them, and was i)erfectly astoun<hMl at h)sing one of them. I 
never in my life asked a negro to vote for any one. The negroes of Alabama, as well 
■ IS am'where ekse, know their ])oIitical rii^hts' and will exercise them. They will 1)0 
like The whites in that respect: tlu^v will get discontent^'d and change, vote for A. 
lo-day, and B. to-morrow. 

r>y Mr. VAX Tkump: 
(Jue>ifiou. Change more oii nu-n than on measures ! 

Answer. Yes, sir. Then there is another reason; I have ir.timated it l)efore. The 
democratic ]jarty now is beginning to electioneer pretty strongly with the colored 
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people : we are beginning to meet tliom at least half way ; and it is a fact, undeniable 
in re^-ard to the election in Alabama^ that I got 8,000 more votes than Mr. Seymour got, 
and William II. Smith got 2,000 more than General Grant. How terror could exist in 
Alabama, under such circumstances, I must confess I do not know. William H. Smith 
got 2,000 votes more than General Grant, and I got 8,000 more than Seymour and Blair. 

13y jSlr. Blair : 

Question, That shows that there was a larger vote than in the presidential election ? 
Amwcr, Yes, sir. . ... 

Question. You say that this bill in chancery was filed, enjommg the presiding ofiQcer 
of the senate from counting the vote ; were any other means taken by the incumbent 
of the office to prevent your Inauguration ; was there any use of troops ? 

Ansxcer, Yes, sir; he asked the commanding officer at that time to furnish him with 
a guard at the capital, which he did. 

Question. Was there any unusual concourse of people at Montgomery, the capital, of 
your adherents, armed, at the time of the contest f 

Answer. 1 never saw an armed man during the whole contest. I myself was not 
armed. We did not propose to use any arms ; we intended to pursue the law, which 
we did ultimately. 

By Mr. VanTrujip; 
Question. You had some sort of a trial ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was there, at that trial, any unusual number of strangers? 

Answer. No, sir ; there were a great many strangers in Montgomery, from the simple 
fact that the grand lodge of masons held a meeting there at the time, and there was a 
conference of the church there at the time j but everything was quiet and peaceable. 
I went up and had an interview with Governor Smith when he resigned his office, and 
no unkind feeling or bad feeling existed, further than I intended to have the office and 
he intended to hold on. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question, You instituted legal i^roceedings before one of the judges in order to obtain 
possession of the books and papers of the executive office, and the decision was in 
your favor, as I understand ? 

Answer. Well, the governor did not wait for a decision, he gave it up. 

By ]Mr. Van TRUisir : 

Question. In regard to this conversation with governor Smith, of which you have 
spoken, was it about that time when he surrendered? 

Answer. An hour after he surrendered he sent the key down to me. 

Question. Did he state that the reason he surrendered was in order to preserve the 
peace ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; he did not say anything about it ; but he afterwards wrote a letter, 
which was a surprise to the parties who were the intermediates in the matter, assign- 
ing that as a reason. 

Question. He did not assign it in the conversation with you ? 

Answer. No, sir; the only conversation before he left was one in which he asked me 
to appoint a justice of the peace for his town, which I did. That is the only time that 
I did not inquire whether the one to be appointed was a democract or republican. ' 
And he also asked to take some records with him. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. It has been statdd before the committee that the clerk and sheriff of Rus- 
sell County were democrats. You stated that they were republicans. What reason 
have you for believing that they were republicans? 

Answer. I never understood them to be anythincj else ; all my information has been 
to that effect. ^ ^ j j 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Do you know them personally ? 
Answer. I do not. 

By ^Ir. Beck : ^ 

Question. Hy whom were they appointed, or how did they get into their offices ? 

Answer. I do not know whether they were appointed or elected at the time the con- 
stitution was submitted to the people. Russell County is a republican county. 

Question. How are the officers appointed, or elected, who had control of the election 
between you and your predecessor ; and what was the political complexion of the ma- 
jority of those officers, so far as you understood! 

Answer. The officers of the election precincts are appointed by the probate judge, 
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tiie slieriil, and tUo circuit clerk of tlie resptctive counties. Those three election offi- 
cers aud the renu'iiiD*^ ullicer for each i>recinct have, I believe, the right to select a 
clerk. 

(^nu'stloii. How were those judges of prohate elected? 

Anm-er. They were elected, I suppose, if not all, uearly all of them, at the time the 
constitution was submitted for ratiiication. 

(.^nestioji. Is it or not the fact, that at the time of the ratification very few democrats 
voted it all • ^ ^ 

Jitm-cr. There was an almost universal abstinence from voting on their part. 

(Jar.'it'iOii. Was it or noi: the policy of the democrats at that time to defeat the ratili- 
< ation of the constitutiou of Alabama by abstaining from voting, because tho act of 
Congress required that an actual njajority of the registered voters of the State should 
\ ote at that election ? 

^insiccr. That was the policy i)ro!nu]gate(l from the central committee. 

fjne^ithn. And it was so defeated 

.l)hsu'cr. It v,'as so del'eated. 

Qu€b-iio)L So that the men who are judges of x^robate are men who were elected by 
the republicans, in opposition to the democratic policy of staying away? 

Ansicer. 1 know of but one or two exceptions; one was in my own county. 

Qi'cstion. What I want to get at is this : in a very large majority of cases, the ofiicers 
( oiitrolling the election were men who had been elected, at least, as republicans '* 

^liiSH'cr. Yes, sir; nineteen out of twenty. 

(Juestlon. Have you, in Alabama, any i^ower 6r right, under your laws, to challenge 
the right of a man to register or to vote ; if so, how do you urge it ? 

^Inswtr. We are absolutely jirohibited from challenging at either the place of regis- 
tration or the place of voting. And if a foreigner, who had arrived on the shores of 
America only yesterday, should present himself at the ballot-box to cast his vote, no 
man can challenge his right to vote. 

Question. If you, a citizen of the State, knew the fact to be that ho was a foreigner 
who had arrived only a day or two belbre, or was just from (Georgia, Virginia, or Ten- 
nessee, yon would lay yourself subject to arrest if you should challenge his vote ? 

^irisu-er. I would, for it is made a penal oifense. 

Quoition. So you have absolutely no means, under your election laws, of preventing 
illegal votes from being cast, if men choose to cast them ? 

Answer. That is the law ; there is no law on the statute-book to punish illegal vot- 
. ing. 

(Juesilon. Have your lawyers investigated that question and determined that you 
cannot reach illegal voting ! 
Answer. They have. 

By ^Ir. I*OLAXi) ; 
(^^uei^tlon. You have no law against illegal vesting? 

A)i8}cer. It is the general opinion of the profession, upon an examination of the crim- 
inal law, that there is no law on the statute-books of Alabama to punish illegal voting. 
We did think that under tho broad, comprehensive character of tho common law it 
might be made a misdemeanor. 

r>y Mr. Blair : 

Qiiesiion. And you are liable to punishment if you attempt to challenge an illegal 
vote ? 
A.nsiver. I think so. 

By Mr. Poland : 

(iHcstion. To challenge a man's right to vote who has not a vote ? 

Answer. Yon cannot challenge at all. A boy of sixteen might come up to the ballot- 
box and deposit his vote, and no man can challenge him. 

Question. And you say there is a i)unishment provided for a man who objects to such 
a vote ? 

Answer. 1 think it is made a misdemeanor. 
By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. AVhat is tho public impression in Alabama as to the object of that law ; 
Avas it to prevent any challenging of illegal votes ? 
Answer. We thought so; I alluded to it in my message, and asked its repeal. 

By Mr. Steatiixsox : 
Question. Has it been repealed ? 

^^nswer. Xo, sir ; I asked the repeal of it in my message in January last. 
I5y Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. So th^re is no law against illegal voting, but there is a law making it a 
criminal offense for a man to challenge a vote ? 
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Jnstcc}', My impression and belief is that it is made a misdemeanor. I would ratlier 
see the law. I know that you cannot prevent a man from voting. 

r>y 3klr. POL.VXD : 

Questioyi. Have you no triers, no officers to determine a question of that sort ? 

Answer, No, sir; not at all. I make the broad statement, which I know to be the 
fact, that in the case of a boy whom you might know to be but sixteen years old, or a 
man whom you might know to be a foreigner, you cannot prevent either of them from 
casting his vote. 

Question. You have a registration law ? 

Anstvcr, Yes, sir. 

Question. Are your registration officers obliged to register everybody that offers ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; they have to swear them. 

Question. Have they no discretion or judgment in determining who has a right to 
register ? 

Ansiver. My understanding is that they have none. It is a marvelous law, so much 
so that I called the attention of the legislature to the fact In my message, and asked 
them to repeal the law. 

Question. Do you understand that provision is in the constitution or in the statute ? 

Answer. In the statute ? 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Here are the acts of the legislature of Alabama for 1S63. Will you turn to 
the act to which you refer ? 

Ansicer. It is the act of October 8, 1868. Section 34 of that act provides: **That 
there shall be no challenging of electors offering to vote at any election hereafter held 
in this State, and any registered voter offering to vote at any election in this State shall 
be allowed to do so without question, challenge, or objection by any person ; and any 
person who questions, challenges, or objects, or who unlawfully hinders or delays any 
person offering to vote shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction shall be 
lined five hundred dollars, and on failure to pay the same shall be imprisoned in the 
county jail for six months." 

Question, Is there a provision against any citizen challenging the right of a. voter to 
be registered ? ^May any citizen go before the registrar, and contest the right there, 
when a voter offers to register ? 

Ansiver. My impression is, that he has no right there, but I would prefer to refer to 
the law. • I see by reference to section 4, of the "Act to provide for the registration of 
electors," that it is provided " that it shall be their (the registrars') duty to enter, or 
cause to be entered, in a book, the name of every person qualified to vote under the 
constitution of this State and the acts of the legislature thereof; and before entering, 
or causing to be entered, such name, they shall require the person applying to be regis- 
tered to subscribe to the oath prescribed in section 4, article 7, of the constitution of 
this State." That is the only provision that I see, directory as to the registration. 

By Mr. Stevensox : 
Question. The oath referred to covers the qualifications ? 
Answer. I believe so ; I do not remember the language of the oath. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. Under the law of Alabama, have not the registrars the right to keep opeii 
the registration of voters up to and during the day of election ? 

Ansiver. That is my recollection. ^ 
^ Question. Have they the right, or do they exercise the right, of keeping the registra- 
tion ox)cu near the same place where the voting is going on, so that a man could regis- 
ter his name, and in a minute, or by going twenty steps, give his vote if he sees fit f 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have seen that done. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. You say the bar of the State have not been able to find any law undeK 
which they believe they can punish a^man for illegal voting. Is thei'e not a law under 
which ho can be punished for illegal registration ? 

Answer. Yea, sir ; there is a very heavy penalty for that. 



Washington, D. C, June 17, 1871. 
Governor ROBERT 15. LINDSxVY, examination continued. 

By Mr. Beck : . 
Question. Will you state whether the legislature that passed the election laws now in 
existence in Alabama was the legislature that was elected at the time the constitution 
was declared adopted ? 
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Jrisn er. It vus tlie bame lc'<;i.slatnre, composed of tlie same Diembers. 
Qfu'xtion, 8tato how mauy in that legislature, if auy^ were democrats, or claimed to 
be dcMiioerats. 

Juxfcer. Ill the senate, composed of thirty-three members, there was one democrat : 
in tlie lionsc, coiiipof-w;'d of one hundred members, I think there were perhaps ten o!- 
twelve who claimed to be democrats. I was thinking that perhaps I could name them, 
l)ut I do not think I can. 

Q?/^'s//o«. All exce])t ten or twe lve of the house of Lcpresentatives were republican's ? 

Arsin r. That is my recollection ; I may be mistaken about the number, but that is 
about the proj^ortion. 

Question. What was the ])rovision of law(n'of the constitution Avitli regard to the 
senators elected under that constitution holding their seats ? And please "state, v/itli- 
out any further questions, how that senate have acted with regard to holding or giv- 
ing ^\]^ their seats, in reference, to the constitutional provisions upon that subject. 

^insnrr. I do not recollect the ])recise language of the constitution. Jhit my recol- 
lection is that it provided that the representatives should be elected for two years, and 
the S(Miators for four years; that one-half of the seats of the senators first elected should 
be declared vacant at th*^ cud of two years ; thus jn-oviding, just as in the United States 
Senate^, ii)r a continuation of a c(ntaiu number of membi'rs of the senate; in other 
words. provi<ling that one-half only of tiu; UKMubers of the senate should be newly 
e]ectc(l at any one si-ssiou of the seiKite. An cleclion was ordered ibr rei)resentatives 
hist N(>\ <'m])i'r. 

lly Mr. r.LAiu: 
Qiics-Ckul In accoi'dance with tlie cDiistitiitiou i' 

.insitcy. Ill accordanc*^ with the ])rovisious of the constitution. At the legislative 
session beibre the last, or prior to the t'lection of Xovember last, the <iuestionwas pre- 
seiy<e<l, riiscusscd, and voted upon as to whether tin* senators should draw for the long 
and the short trrms, according to the spirit, if not in accordance with the letter of the 
(•(Uistitntion. The senate <leci(l(Ml not to draw, but to hold over, which they did. In 
aee<)r<hinc.' with that conclusion, the senate remained and acted as a senate at the last 
session of tin' li gi.->i;iture, and will do so at the next session. 

(jiirsiUnK That v ill giv<' a ]!ortion of the senate six y<'ars for their term? 

Jih^nur. No. sir. not six years — yes, 1 Ix-lieve about six years; in fact, all of thein. 

<J'(ry;ioi>. jf they <haw nov , tln^sc who draw the sh.oit term will go out at the end of 
> cars, ami the other half will hold over for ii term of six years ; and if they d<^ 
not dra w for seats now all of tln-m will hold over 

Jii-s)r,r. The senate hold, umLr tluur j)ecnliar construction of the constitution, and 1 
think t hat the letter of Ihe ( onsl itntion is susce])tible of that construction. I have no 
liesitnney of sayiinj, that the spirit of the <"onstitution and the other provisions of the 
(oiistii iUioii are Jill adverse to that decision. If 1 had the constitution here I could 
point out the ])eculiar phraseology (;f it. If tluir construction of the constitution wa^ 
con-eet, v»hich we jsiaet ieally nou' have to a<liuit, they having held over under it, tli 
entire senate goes out in 1^11. Tlieir construction and that construction must stand o. 
tall together. 

Qncsiion. That is to say, the prohibition of aJimitation of the term of four years must 
coiitrol their construction ! 

Aiisirer. Yes, sir: and the draA^ing- of tle^ seiiate sliall only take place after tlie next 
election of the entire senate, it was u]i(tn lijtit consLriiction that they held, for the 
constituti(m says, as I renn'mber, that tux election tor senators shall take'phu e in l^^T:^ : 
hence that construction they i)ut upon it. 

By the CnAimiAX, (Mr. Poland:) 

rwc.s7('o'?. They held that all of the lirst senate hold for four years ! 

Jnsfrrr. Yi's, sir; and I have no hesitancy in saying that the letter of the constitution 
is clearly susce])tible, to my mind, of that coiisti uction ; and that rJl go out in 1>7'J, if 
that construction is ccnrect. 

13y Mi\ BiX'K : 

Quexiioii. Will or not the fact whether they will go out or not be determined upon 
their own decision, lierejifter to be nmde, whether they will go or not / 

AnsiriT. It has f)een intimated that they are determined to draw at the next session 
of the legislature. 

Q}fci^iion. Have they not tln^ ])ower, as a matter of fact — I do not speak of the right, 
but the power — to adopt that course ? 

AuHurr. 1 do not know how muclK.power usurx)ation of that character wouhl be ; but 
it certainly would be contrary to the letter and vspirit of the constitution for the senate 
to hold over, some of tlu^m, lor nearly seven years, when they wei'e elected only for 
four years, according to the strict letter of the' constitution. I must say that I do not 
apprehend anything of the kind. I Ix iieve all the senators will lu; elecred, and all the 
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members of the house will he elected at the uext election. I will not anticipate one of 
those usurpations until it comes. 

By ^Ir. Blair : 

Question, Among the members of the senate, who was the presiding officer before the 
new lieutenant-governor was inaugurated? 

Atmcer, I nimediateljr preceding that the presiding officer was a Doctor Barr, a sen- 
ator from Wilcox County. 

Question. Are any of the present senators holding office under the United States? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir, several. The senator from Washington and Choctaw Counties is a 
district revenue assessor or collector, I do not know which ; but he is a revenue officer 
of the United States Government, with his headquarters at Mobile. I think at the last 
bession of the legislature, near its commencement, he appeared in the senate for a day 
or two, but his official duties kept him away for the balance of the session. 

By ^>Ir. Van Trtop : 

Questioji. Is there not a Mr. French a senator and a federal officer also ? 

Answer, No, sir ; Iilr. Yordey, the senator from Sumter County, is also an officer in 
the custom-house at Mobile, and, as I understand, his home is in Mobile. I asked some 
of the citizens of Sumter County if they knew Senator Yordey, and they said*that they 
had never seen him in the county, and did not know whether he had ever been in it. 

By Mr. Pool : * . 

Question. How many counties does he represent f • 

Answer, Sumter alone. Sumter is a large county. There is another senator— however, 
he is not an officer of the Government ; he is a mail contractor, which is recognized by 
our laws. Our constitution positively prohibits 

By ilr. Blair : 

Question. The holding of any office of profit and trust under the Government of the 
United States by a member of the legislature ? 

Anmcer, Yes, sir; with the exception of mail contractor, and, I think, postmast-er. 

Question. Are there senators who are disqualified by reason of non-residence within 
their districts ? 

Anstcer. The senator from Jackson County is not a resident of the State at all. 
Question. Who is he ? 

Answer. His name is Whitney. He resided in Jackson County for a short time, at or 
about the time when the election took place. Since then he has been a resident of 
Chattanooga, Tennessee. That I know, for I intimated that I would issue an order for 
an election to supply the vacancy, and lie came to see me about it. I would have done 
so, but I was satisfied that the senate was the jud^e of the qualifications of their own 
members. His business is all in Tennessee ; he is building a little town of his own 
there, on the line of the Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad. 

By ^klr. V.VN Trump : 
Question. Is he a Northern man ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; he is a very sharp, energetic fellow. I think that he was a telegraph 
operator once. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Does he represent the county by telegraph I i 
Answer. He represents Jackson County. Some of the citizens of the county spoke tp 
me in regard to it, and asked me what could be done. I told them I did not know 
anything that could be done, that the senate was the judge of tlie qualifications of its 
members, and that I had no power over it. ^ 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. Are these all you think of? If so, I will ask you another question. 
Answer, I do not know any others that lean name at present ; these are withiji 
my knowledge. 

Question. Did or not the people of Alabama, after having defeated the adoption of 
the constitution in the mode prescribed by the reconstruction acts of Congress, and 
after Congress had on application refused to impose it upon them, feel, when it was 
imposed upon them subsequently, by the iiassage of the omnibus bill, that they had been 
more harshly treated than any other State in the South; and did or not that aggravate 
your people more than the people of any other State t 

Anstcei', Well, as to tlie comparison between the people of Alabama and other South- 
ern States, that I am not prepared to answer. Bitt with respect to the simple fact of 
the people of Alabama feeling aggrieved, I can say that they were. They believed that 
they had quietly and peaceably complied with the strict letter and spirit of the recon- 
struction measures. The constitution was obnoxious to them in many respects, but 



ALABAMA. 



189 



especially tlje di^^lraucbisiiig- portions of the coiistitutiou. They b(^lievcd that tho 
]>olicy to be adopted^ in order to secure its defeat, was to keep away from the polls on 
the day of election. There was a great deal of sorrowful feeling on tho part of the 
peo]>l<' Of Alabama when that constitution, with its disfranchising and other obnoxious 
clauses, Nvas imposed upon them by the Congress of the United States. It was a silent, 
but none the less a deep feeling, I might say almost of sorrow, not of revenge. 

()msi((,n. You remember that that constitution was first rejected by Congress, upon 
nu)tiun of Mr. Stevens himself, because it had been defeated by the people of Alabama, 
and it was recommitted to his committee i 

Ansicer. Now that you speak of it, I think I do ; I cannot speak accurately. 

The CiiAiraiAX, (Mr. Poland.) I believe it was recommitted on my motion. 

Mr. 15i:cK. I believe it was; but you made that motion after Mr. Stevens had said 
that upon that expose he wouhl not support the constitution. 

The CiiAiiniAN, (Mr. Poland.) li was on my motion, in concurrence with x-Ir. 
Stevens. 

Mr. r)KCK. I Ix'lieve it was. 

Question. What 1 want to g<'t at is, wlietlier after defeating the adoption «»f tlie con- 
stitution in strict accordan<'e with the reconstruction acts, the people of Alabama did 
not feel .seriously aggrievt'd that the members ot* the first State legislature and other 
State otiicers should be imposed upon them afterwards, as they were l»y the omnibus 
bill ? 

Jnsirrr. That last fact ANhich you state was the cause of the greatest ainioyaiice and 
feeling to tiu^ iu'o})le of Alabama. If they had anticipated such action on the part of 
Congr«^ss, they would have ])ursued a ditferent 2>olicy ; would have run their candidates 
foroliiee, thereby softening the obnoxious part of the constitution through tho admin- 
istration of the laws and the constitution. 15ut they entirely abstained, with ono or 
two exceptions, from running candi<lates ; and the offices were fdled by default, by 
every Tom, Dick, and Harry who saw lit to announce himself as a candidate. 

Question. Is it the fact that many of the State officers, members of the legislature 
and stMiators, would and could have been defeated, if it had not been l)eliev(;d that 
under the reconstruction acts they would be defeated by staying away from the polls ? 

Jnm'cr. 1 am satisfied that the house of icpresentativi s would hav(^ then been demo- 
cratic; the senate might not Lave been, from the simple fact that the senatorial dis- 
tricts were set forth in the constitution in a manner v. hich we understand by the term 
gerrymandering. They would give ono county a senator, and to four other counties, 
'with nearly three times the population, only one senator. 

Question. Do you remember whether or not, to give you a s])ecial ease, that at leasv 
one member who came to Congress from Alabama, (ieiieral John Ji. Callis, after the 
constitution of Alabama was rejected in the spring, went on to Jackson, Mississippi, 
with his command, and was there serving as an olticer of the Army when the omnibus 
bill was pass4'd, and he then came here and took his seat as a member of Congress 
from Alabama ? In other words, he was not a citizen of the State at all i 

Answer. 1 knovr nf)thing alxmt the movement of Callis to Mississippi; but I do know 
that he was in command at lluntsville, Alabama, subsequent to that time, because 1 
was in cories])ondence with him relative to a difficulty that arose in connection with 
the Freedineirs Bureau. 

Mr. l)i:OK. I do not know how far this is competent ; here is Callis's own testimony 
in the ^lississippi case, in which he swears that in the June succeeding the February 
when the eonstitution*was voted upon, ho was in command at Jackson, Mississippi. I 
may perhaps be permitted to show it to >ou. 

The Witness. What is the object of submitting this to me ? 

Mr. Pec^. My object is to ask what you know as to whether General John P. Callis, 
member of Congress from Alabama in the Fortieth Congress, who took his seat because 
of his election at the time of the vote upon the adoption of the constitution, was in 
fact not a citizen of Alabama at all, but an officer in the Federal Army, and as such 
under the command of General Gillem. The witness can say that General Callis has' 
himself so sworn, as he sees by reference to this document. 

Mr. Pool. I do not wish to be understood as objecting, but I simply make the point 
as to how much testimony taken before committees of the House of Pepresentatives 
shall be incorporated into our report. 

Mr. Peck. If this is to be the eti'ect of it, I do not wish to do so. 

The CuAiiiiNLiN (Mr. Poland.) I understand that Mr. Peck desires only to show this 
to the witness for the ])uri)ose of refreshing hs memory, so that he may be able to state 
whether such is the fact. 

Mr. Peck, That is what I desire. 

Mr. Pool. I understood Mr. Beck to say that he wanted the witness to hrstify that 
General Callis had sworu so and so. 
Mr. Beck. That is what I want. 

Mr. Pool. That certainly opens up the question to Avhich I refer. 
Mr. Van Tri^mp. This is a legal document, and as such is as competent as any legal 
document would be offered in evidence in court. 
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The C11AIUM.VN (]Mr. Poland.) To the extent fliat Mr. Beck offers it now I do 170 1 
think there can he any objection to it, merely for the purpose of refreshing the recol- 
lection of the witness. 

Mr. C6BURX. I understand that Mr. Beck disavows that purpose. 

Mr. Beck. I stated that I wanted to go a step further than to refresh his memory ; 
however, 1 will withdraw it. 

By ^fr. Beck : 

Question. Do you know whether several persons who took offices, because of the so- 
called election at the time the constitution was voted upon, were in fact non-residents 
of the State at the time Congress, in the June following, passed what wa^ known as 
the " omnibus bill," admitting th6 State of Alabama along with others? And do you 
know whether, after the vote upon the constitution, they actually left the State, and 
returned to it when they found that the omnibus bill had passed, and then claimed their 
offices? 

Answer. I have no personal knowledge of the locality of any one of them ; but I have 
heard it again and again charged that many of them returned from their homes in the 
North to take offices after the adoption of the constitution of Alabama by the Con- 
gress of the United States. 

Question. After the passage of the omnibus bill ? 

Ansive)'. Yes, sir, I suppose so. " 1 

Qucstio7i. Will you state whether or not that state of things produced a great deal of 
feeling, and an impression of bad treatment, on the part of the people of Alabama ? 

Answer, Well, the people of Alabama did not approve of it, by any means ; and the 
feeling toward those parties was certainly not of a very kind character. Hence the term 
that was applied to them, especially at that time, of " carpet-baggers." They came 
down there just merely for the purpose of holding the offices, and for no other pur- 
pose. 

Question. In that connection state to what class of persons the term " carpet-bag- 
gers" is applied. 

Ansicer. Just precisely to that class I speak of; and hence I used it in that connec- 
tion. It was applied to those men who returned to take possession of the offices ; 
men without any interest in the State of AlaJbama, mere adventurers who had no in- 
terest and no feeling with the people of the State. It did not apply to the genuine 
settlers in the country. 

Question. No matter where they came from ? 

Ansiver, No matter where they came from ; whether from the shores of Lake Supe- 
rior, the shores of Lake Michigan, the State of Massachusetts, or the State of Vermont. 
We have such settlers scattered all over my section of the State, and they are treated 
kindly : and, by the by, they seem to have taken very kindly to us, a great many of 
them. On the other hand, we had men who oame there, as is well and, significantly 
stated, with nothing but a small carpet-bag in hand, to hunt office, which they got by 
the non-action of the people of Alabama. To that class the term "carpet-bagger" is 
confined. • 

By Mr. Van Trump: 

Question. I wish to submit this proposition to you, governor, for your consideration : 
While this committee was organized for the purpose of investigating and reporting 
upon the disorders which are supposed to exist, and the unpunished crimes which are 
alleged to have been perpetrated in the Southern States, as a correlative of the duty^ 
imposed upon us, we are, as I think, also authorized to inquire into the causes which 
have produced this state of things, if such is the fact. Now I wish to know you? 
opinion, from your long residence among and intimate connection with the Southern 
people, and as the chief executive magistrate of one of those States, whether or not, 
after the Southern peoplo in arms submitted to the supremacy of the Federal power, if 
the spirit of tho terms of capitulation between Sherman and Johnston and Grant and 
Xee had been observed in the subsequent Federal legislation, the Southern peoplo, as a 
general thing, would not have cheerfully, or at least quietly and honestly, assumet^ 
their old status in the Union, even with slavery abolished ; and outside of the social 
and inevitable demoralization which belongs to civil war, common tio the North as well 
as to the South, would not law and order have been the rule, and individual crime the 
exception as in all civil communities ? This is a long and, perhaps, theoretical question ; 
but 1 want your full and deliberate views in answer to it. 

Aiidwer. The question is a lengthy one, and a very pertinent one. I will answer it as 
briefly as possible, and give my views, based upon my experience, both as a citizen and 
as an office-holder in tho State of Alabama. My opportunities of knowing the senti- 
ments of tho people of Alabama I conceive to have been exceedingly good. I was 
elected, immediately after the war, to represent a portion of North xVlabama, in the 
State sen.ite, and there had an opportunity to ascertain the feelings and sentiments of 
the people, not only of tho section I represented, but of the various sections of the 
State. And I may say now, what I thought then, that the readiness and willingness 
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cf the people of Alabama, as well as of the other Southern States, to submit to the order 
of things that eusued subsequent to the war was marvelous beyond conception, and 
certainly without a p;jrallel in the history of any nation I evelread of. I looked upon 
it not only as a submission, a forced submission, to the power of arms, but I absolutely 
^boufrht that a spirit of willing gladness to return to the XTnion ])revailed among the 
people <^f the State, especially anu)ng the people of my section of the State. There 
wore a few exceptions, I will not deny, a few Hotspurs who were reluctant to acknowl- 
4-ilge dcf(»at, a few men wild aud crazy enough to think that souiething might turn up 
that would yet bring them victory ; but they were few and isolated excei)tioiis. The 
\tO(]y of the people, according to my conception — I am speaking especially with regard 
to North Alabama ; I speak also with regard to South Alabama, but especially with 
.egard to North xVlabama, my own section — the body of the ])eo])le readily realized tho 
roudition of things and willingly submitted to it. And I ha^ e no hesitation in saying 
Tiow, what I have said upon the stumj), that at the end of two years the Union feeling 
(.f the country had become strong. I was in the legislature for two sessions and knew 
what that sentiment was. The constitutional amendments came upon the legislature, 
aid lirst aroused opposition subse([uent to the war; especially that amentlmcnt, and 
"n fact that only, that inii)oscd disabiliti<\s upcm and disfrancliiscd a large portion of 
•ur citizens; the fourteenth amendment 1 bcli(we it was called. I was in the legisla- 
"me at the time that amendment was submitted. That legislature comprised a ma- 
."oi ity who had been anti-secessionists. Of the senate, of whieh I was a member, prob- 
.bly one-third of th(j members were th^se who had supi)()rted the Lell and Kverett 
^kket Ix fore the war ; one-third had su]>j)oitcd the Douglas tiek(t, and perhaps one- 
' hird had supported the Breckinridge ticket. I'ully two-chirds of the senate had been 
.aiti-secessionists. That aniendm<'nt was ni»t only objectionable to, but it was j)romptly 
' jected by tlw senate, because it impescd disabilities upon two-thiids of the senate, 
and that two-thirds persons who ha«l ()])p{»se(l a dissolution of the Union. It was the 
i:;eiieral sentiment, I know it was my own, that v^e would never l)o instrumental in im- 
;?()sing upon ourselves ])6litical degradation. 1 r{'me}nber an exi)r«'ssi<m that was used, 
'ijat "we wonld not commit ]K)]itical suicide to save others from committing ]ioliticaI 
murder;'' that was the expr(\vsi()n. 1 mention tliat to show the feeling that aninuitc(l 
'liose who rejected the for.iteenth anu iHlmcut. 1 do it to show that it was not a fe(d- 
<iig of op])ositiou to the Goverinuent of the Uiiitc.'d States, nor to the Union, nor to Urn 
< 'onstitutioti, but si»nply because it was an odious nu'asure oL' de<rnidation ui»on tiie 
\< ry parties who bad striven against a dissolution of the Unio'i. Nine? out often there 
who had opposed secession liad been oIlice-hohhTs undei- the old democratic govern- 
Mient of Alabama, while the leading secessionists were new men, wlio had nevc^r held 
.•♦.iice, or who, to a great extent, had never ludd otlice in the State of Alabama. Mv. 
Yancey, their leader, had been elected to Congress only once, an<l could not gain that 
}>(>sitiou the second time. He and his followers had not ]\cva\ oilice-holders, and conse- 
i uently did not come within th(^ purview of the dis<pjalilyiug clauses of tho amend- 
rnent. Hence tlie odium, I say, that attached to it among the V4!ry men who had tried 
■•.» be faithful to the Government and Constitution of the United States prior to the 
war. A feeling friendly toward the Union was gradually gi'owing up ; the recollections 
;ind aspc.'rities of the Avar were ra})i(lly passing away, when that amendment, and then 
tho recoubtructicm measures which rapidly followed, came upon us. 1 think those 
^neasures had a verv unhappvand unfortunate ellect at the time upon the i)eople of the 
South. 

Quexiion. Xow, superadded to this general legislation of Congress, commonly known 
as the reconstruction policy, and, indeed, as a prominent part of it, was not the manner 
in which negro suhrage and negro equality was forced upon the Southern peo])le one 
of tho most torturing instruments of degradation which could have been intiicted upon 
them by a coiupiering power, actually placing them under the political control of an- 
other race, their former slaves, in numerous localities of the South ; and looking at this 
unparalleled condition of things, as far as we can, from their social and political stand- 
])oint, is it not a niarvelous fact, outside of these enumerated eases of local outrage and 
lawlessness, that the southern people, as a proud-spirited and even haughty political 
body, have been so patient and enduring? 

Answer. Tho investing of the negroes with the political franchise and the right to 
hold office, all this to a people whose slaves those negroes had been, was necessarily a 
measure fraught with very unpleasant consequences, to say the least; but when taken 
m connection with the fact that while the negro obtained the right of voting and of 
holding office, hundreds and thousands of the leading men, of the trusted citizens of the 
State, were disfranchised and disabled from holding office — the two taken together, I 
say, were well calculated to arouse the feelings of the Southern people aud causo 
them to attribute to the Government of the United States a design to degrade them, 
instead of elevating the negro. 

(lueHtion. Whether that was the intention or not, was not that the result? 

Ansu'ir. That wa-s the result. For example, notwithstanding my political antece- 
dents, at the lirst ejection after the adoption of the reconstruction measures four negro 



192 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHEKN STATES. 



mcu whom I had in my employ walked out of my yard aud spent the day in a political 
carnival and had the right to vote, while I had to remain at home powerless to aid or 
to defeat hy my vote any man or any measure that Avas to be d'ecided upon by that 
election. That was not well calculated, I say, to harmonize my feeling^ to the meas- 
ures that deprived me of the right of voting ; and it was with others as with me. 

Question. One other question ; oven now, would not general amnesty and an equal 
participation in the blessings, as well as the obligations, of civil government vouch- 
safed to the Southern people have a strong and happy tendency in restoring fraternal 
relations between the North aud the South ? 

Answer, The people of the South are an impulsive people ; they are an exceedingly 
generous people. They are quick to be offended, but they are as ready to forgive. Sly 
experience has been that rarely do the people of the South, and the farther south the 
less so, cherish implacable hate or obstinate animosities. Tliey will strike and forgive 
in almost the very same instant of time. Hence every kind act, every generous and 
benignant act on the part of the Government of the United States, has never failed to 
meet a quick and ready aud thankful response from 'the people, within my knowledge. 
The very fact that it has been retained long from them absolutely increases the enthu- 
biasm which which it is received when given. Hence I believe that universal amnesty, 
placing all the white men of the South upon an equality with all the white men of 
the North, would bo not only the most gracious measures that Congress could adopt, 
but I believe it would go further in recementing the old ties of Unionism in this coun- 
try than anything else I could imagine. You cannot get human nature to hug its own 
chains. I know myself thajb when my disabilities were removed, through the influence 
of Senator Spencer, I felt a' new man. I know what I felt — I felt new ties binding me 
to the Government of the United States ; I felt that I had an interest at stake; I felt 
that I could walk into any State of the Union as a citizen, rehabilitated with all the 
privileges and immunities of a citizen. But until then, I must confess, I did not see 
what special interest I had in a Government that did not allow me to have a voice 
in it. 

By Mr. Blaik : 

Question. Is it not a source of dissatisfaction to all the people . 

Answer, Allow me : in that connection, for it is a very important one, I would like 
to say one thing. I mentioned the readiness with which the people of the South for- 
get and forgive. As an instance of their readiness to accept the condition of things, 
as imposed upon them by Congress, I may mention that in December, 1868, I wrote a 
letter, w^hich was given to the public, reviewing the entire situation — that, I think, 
w^as in December, 1868 — reviewing the entire situation, referring particularly to the 
nianner in which the amendments to the Constitution had been adopted, and the re- 
construction measures passed ; but at the same time urging upon the people of Ala- 
bama to accept the situation, to honestly accept the situation, and go to work, and 
Avork out both their material and political salvation under the Constitution as it was. 
In that letter I urj^edupon them the absolute necessity, not only on their own account, 
but on account of the colored race, to do everything in their power to educate and 
elevate their minds. That letter appeared in December, 1868, or in the beginning of 
1869 , and it was canvassed and discussed throughout the entire State of Alabama, 
and upon that letter I received my nomination for governor of that State. The people 
of Alabama are willing now to take things as they are ; reclothe us with full-fledged 
citizenship, and there will be no difficulty. No doubt there will be crimes committed 
there as everywhere ; however, I do not think that is necessary. 

Question, Those disabilities attach to prominent citizens, whose prominence is due to 
the confidence that their fellow-citizens had in them prior to the war and during the 
v/ar I 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Is it not a source of dissatisfaction to the entire community that the men in 
whom they have placed their confidence, and who still have their confidence, should bo 
imder disabilities ? Is not that sentiment a common sentiment, and one that extends 
to the entire white population of the State ? 

Answer. There is no question of it. 

Question, This feeling of discontent on this ground is not confined to those who are 
themselves under disabilities, but it extends to their fellow-citizens, who dislike to see 
men, and all the men, who have had their confidence, placed under disabilities ? 

Ansicer, It extends to all the citizens, especially when they come to select men to fill 
offices. In a fjreat many instances they have to take inferior men, because of the im- 
possibility of finding men capable of holding office under the Constitution and laws of 
the country. 

Question, In your testimony yesterday, in speaking of the contest made for governor 
at the time of your own election, you alluded to a number of men along some line of 
railroad who were not residents of the State at all ; I believe you said some nine hun- 
dred were taken up and voted by the contractors on the road. What* road was that ? 
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Answer. The Alabama aiid Cliattaiioc\[!:a Railroad. 

(,)ut'i^{iou. Yon ineiitioned that there lind been some difficulty in re<ijard to some bonds 
to be given to tlmt road, which indneed thi« action on the i)art of tlie contractors. I 
want yon to explain what was that bond matter which induced those contractors to ho 
so active in their efforts to reelect Governor Smith ? 

Au^inr. Duringthe canvass wesnsjH'cted that there was some collusion betAveen Gov- 
ernor Smith ;ind J. V. Stanton, the snperinteudent of that road, to secure; Smith's re- 
election at all hazards and at any (»xi>euse. It was believed that the sjx'cial i'lVort of 
Stanton was to cover np tln^ malpracticeof Smith in the issuance of bonds ; tlu'.t wasiirmly 
believed by myself and by the citizens generally. Since my election that belief has 
been entirely contiruicd. 

Question. What was that malpractice ? 

Ausurr. Vmlvr our railroad system, all railroad companies in the State are entitled 
to .'f^K^OOO a mile of their bonds indorsed by the State ; or rather to have their bonds 
indorsed l)y the Stati^ to the amount of sir),0()() a mile. 

Quesiion. For the construction of Hew railroads ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. After the tirst twenty miles are linishe<l, and not before, they are 
entitled to a State imlorseuitMit of sl)*20,U()0 of their bonds, and then to the indorse- 
ment of S^^O, 000 of their botids upon the com})leti(»n of (ivery liv<! miles thereafter, 
until the road is tinisluMl. 

(Question. Are the roads entitled to this beneiit dc^signated in the law ? 

Answer. No, sir; it is a general law. 

Quesiiou. Ai»])lical)le to all railroads ? 

^iuswer. Yes, sii'. 1"he Alabama and Chattanooga Kailroad,* T have siiu^e discov(U'<Ml, 
when con)i)lete<i, would be entitled to th<^ indorsement of s 1,7*20,000 of their l)OU(ls, but 
only when eom))l<'ted : it is two hundred and niiu'ty-live miles long. At the tiuK^ that 
(iovj'rnor Smith went out of oltici^ they di<l not i)rofess to have linished but two huu- 
dr<Hl and hfty miles, forty-live miles being still nnfi)iishe<l. 1 know that they had not . 
tiuisiu'd that number of miles. Yet. not witlistan<ling the fact that by theii- own ac- 
knowledgment forty-live miles of tluMr road weic unhnished, (J<^vernoi' Smith had in- 
dorsed the entire S4,720,000 of tl)eir bonds, and also sr)00,000 of bonds the indorsem<']it 
of which they never would be i'utitled to. 

(Juestittu. And had d<divered those bonds to the eontraetors ? 

An.'<wer. Had delivered them to the contractors, signed by his name and with the 
great seal of the State attached ther< to. I have seen some of tlu' bonds. 

Qufsiion. 1 Fence the activity of tlu^ i)arties in interest to secure the reehn'tion ijf 
Governor Smith / 

Answer. Tiuit is what we thouixlit. 

Quesfion. And henc<' they resorted to this large number of ilh'gal votes ? 
Ani^wir. Tliat is what we believ(^d. Stanton was said to have furnished the means 
for eleeti(ui ]>ur])oses. 

Que.siion. Ifas the road been completed siu<M^ ? ^ 

ulnswer. It has not. 

Quesi'ion. It is not finished now ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Quesiion. And the State iudtu'sed bonds are all issued? 
xlnswer. Th(\v are all issu(Hl. 

(hcesfion. Are there nny ()ther instances in your State of similar transactions by the 
officials in illegally indorsing railroad bcmds ? 

Answer. That we <lo not know, from the sinijile fact that no other railroad has made 
d(^fault in the ])aynu^nt of interest on the l^onds. 

Qxe^iion. No other road ? 

Answer. No, sir. It was only through tlie <h'fault of the Alabama and Chattanooga 
Kailroad Company that we were cnabU'd to dis<M)ver it in that case. 

Quesiion, Is there not kept a record of the bonds in the proper State offices f 

Answer. No record: not a line of a record has been ke])t. 

(Juesiion. Does not the law riMpiire that such a record should be k<^pt ? 

Answer. I cannot say that it does. The law was all penned for th(i benefit of the 
railroad companies, not for the beuetit of the State. 

By Mr. Bi:cK : 
Question. When was that law passed f 

Answer. A law was first passed in bS(>7, while I was in the legislature, with very 
strict provisions, ]»roviding for the indorsement of Sl-2,000 a mile. At the subsequent 
session of the legislature, in l^i^S, the amount was increased to .slG,000 a mile, and in 
the case of one road to S22,000 a mile. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Quesiion. You say tlie law of 1867 allowed the indorsement of these bonds, but under 
very strict provisi<»ns ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

13 
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Qtii'stion. AVere those provisions done away with by the subsequent legislation ? 

Jmnrr, It would be hard to tell what were the subsequent amendments; they were 
so mixed and so suKcei)tible of this and that coustructiou that it would be hard to tell 
what they were without reading the law just as the oceasion required one to investi- 
gate it. 

Quesiioii. I understand yon to say that there were at first strict provisions in refer- 
ence to the issuance of these bonds ; and you also say that the law as it now stands 
does not require even a record or register of the number of bonds that have been 
issued ? 

Answer. I do not think it is required in regard to the indorsed bonds. 
Question. Was it ever required f 

Answer. I do not know whether the law of 18C7 required it or not ; I do not think it 
did. I do not think such a requirement is necessary ; I think it was a part of the ex- 
ecutive's duties to keep a record of his own official acts. 

Question. It is inqwssible, then, for you, as the chief executive of the State of Ala- 
bama, to ascertain now the actual liability of the State on bonds that iiave been tlius 
indorsed ? 

Answer. I can only approximate their number from the number of miles of road built. 
But that would uot'be a certain guide, from the simple fact that Governor Smith, in 
his message, upon his retirement from theofficeof governor of the State, jwsitively and 
unequivocally declared that he had indorsed only $4,000,000 for the Alabama and Chat- 
tanooga Railroad. That was on the last, or nearly the last, day of his official life. 

Question. And you have since ascertained that he had indorsed §1,300,000 more for 
that one railroad than he stated in his message ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there is no question of that ; that is certain. 

Question. What was the amount of the State indebtedness at the end of the war? 

Answer. It was between three and four millions, exclusive of accumulated interest. 
That accumulated interest was funded, by the issuance on the part of the State and 
the acceptance on the part of the bondholders of new bonds for the unpaid interest. 

By Iklr. Pool : 

Question. How much did that funded interest amount to f 

Answer. All the indebtedness incurred up to the time of reconstruction — I use that 
limit of time because njoney had to be borrowed to carry on the government immedi- 
ately after the war — the whole amount of what we call the direct indebtedness of the 
State of Alabama was §5,300,000, or thereabout. 

Question. Including the funded interest 1 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the principal and funded interest. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. What is the debt now, as near as you can approximate to it? 
• Answer. The direct debt of Alabama has been increased by only about $3,000,000, 
making between eight and nine millions of dollars. 

Question. And the liabilities f 

Answer. The liabilities, I suppose^ will amount to about $12,000,000 more. 

By ilr. Pool : 
Question. What do you mean by liabilities ? 

Answer. Liabilities by indorsements. Under the i^resent indorsement laws of the 
State, the liabilities, by the time the roads are tinishcd and they become entitled to 
the State indorsement under the 1 aw, will amount to $30,000,000; the completion or 
the roads now entitled to indorsements will increase the liabilities of the State to some- 
where in the neighborhf)od of $30,000,000. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. You mean when the roads are finished ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they are entitled to it and getting it every day. ^ 
By Mr. Blair ; 

Question. Is there any security given to the State for these liabilities? 

Answer. Under a general law'^the State is entitled to a statutory lien, or a statutory 
first mortgage, I may designate it ; in some instances, upon default by the railroall 
companies in the payment of the interest or the principal of the bonds, it would have 
the right to srize the roads. 

Question. Is that the case in regard to Stanton's road ? 

Answer. That is the case with regard to Stanton's road ; but it may be mentioned 
that Stanton's road extends into four States, connnenciug in the State of Tennessee, 
and terminating in the State. of iSIississipi)i. Our statutory lien is certainly valid to 
the extent to which the road runs in the State of Alabama. 



ALABAMA. 



1S5 



By Mr. Pool : 
Qiu-stiou, Wh.it extent is that, in iiiiniber of miles ? 

Ansu cr. lle-A\]\ I conld not speak positively with reoard to tlie exact number of miles ; 
I sliQuld suppose about two hundred and fifty miles ; that is my impression. 

By the Chaiiimax, (Mr. Poland :) 

Qfiesiion, This $16,000 a mile is not j^uaranteed for any part out of the State ? 

Au>iiver. Yes, sir; for twenty miles outside, at their terminus. With re<;ard to th*^ 
Alabama Pailroad there is an additional security, and that is a deed of trust made 
directly to the bondholders. 

By Mr. Stkvensox : 
Que-st'wii. To the holders of the bonds indorsed by the State? 

AttHirir. Yes, sir; a deed of trust conveyinji: to trustees all the property in the road 
from Cluittanooj^a to ;^h'ridi:)n. That deed reco<i;nizes the })riority of tJie lien ot the 
Stiite of xUal)ama. I think that if the property is there the security of the State is 
valid. 

l>y ^Ir. Blair : 

Qiustioi). But inasmuch as n'iany of tho^e bonds were indorsed for which th(>re was 
no road built, and tliciv has Won U(nie built, the pi'o]M'rty is not tln-re / 

A)}yiv(')\ It is not tlxM-c. I will fnrtlier state tluit, in a(hlition To tliis >l(>.n(IO a mile of 
indors(Miients, th(^ l(\L>islature of Ahibaina authorized tlie issue of two millions (»f the 
dir<M't br)nds of th(" State nnd <;;ive them to this road. 

(Juvsfion. Without any security / 

A)isu-r)\ None ui)on tlH'roiul, but upon tlu* hnuls. That law, authorizinpr the issue of 
S!2,000.000 of tlie direct l)on<ls of the State, rcijuired the «!:(iv<'rnor of Alabama to 
issue them '-from time to time "—that in the lanL;ua«:;e of the law — fi-om tinu^ to time, 
as the road was coin])leted." 

(JuistUnt. Completed by sections ? 

^lusn-rr. No, sir: the word "sections" was not used: ''from time to tinic. as the road 
was completed.*' 1 have no doubt that ''sections'* was contemplated, because it pro- 
vided that the issuance and delivery of tlie bonds should C(\ise in the event that tin' 
road was not completed by a c(M*tain time. (Jovcruoi' Sniit li, however, rcL^ardless of 
that provision, issued all of those bonds upon one day, the eniin' s*2,0(iO.(i(Hl of bonds, 
and ])laced them in the hands of the company in tin' latter part of March, l^7iK The 
result has been nothing but disaster to the road and to the State. There are a thousand 
m<m to-day on that road in a starving- condition, without a mouthihl to eat, the 
load in bankru])tcy, and in the hamls of the custodian of the district court; all 
from the fact that thes<' boiuls were issued \)tU)y to tln' time wh(-n they should have 
been issu( d. If they ha<l been issued as the road was completed there- would now be 
nieans in the hands of the p;>rties to pay tluir employes. 

(Jncstion. Then, as I understand it, you conceive that those bonds were not applied to 
the construction of the road? 

Ansu-fT. No, sir ; not at all; the party built a tine hotel in Chattanooga, and laid the 
foundation of an opiu^a house. 

(jKCfitiou. Like Fisk, of the Erie ? 

AiiHR-fr. Precisely, upon a similar scale. lie is a man of wonderful energy, that 
Stanton. 

By Mr. Pool: 
Question. What is the security for that §2,000,000 ? 

An.sircr. A lirst nu)rtgage upon all the lands granted to that road by the United 
States, 

(Jnestion. Is it ample ? 

Ausu'cr. I think it is, if we can ever realize on it. 

By Mr. Blair: 
Question. Are the lands contiguous to the road? 

Answer. They are confmed within a limit of ten miles on cither side of the road. 
Question. And if the road had been completed the bonds would have been of much 
more value than now ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, ^ 

Question. Then, if I understand you, had the bonds been issued in accordance with 
the law, and the road had been coitipleted, the security to the State would have been 
nnich better ? 

An-'<wer. Certainly. If the bonds had been issued according to law, the road v/oi:ld 
have been completed to-day, and been one of the finest enterprises on the continent. 
As it is, it is in ruins, and may prove disastrous to the State of Alabama. 
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By ^Iv. Stkvkxsox : 

Question. How many of those bonds would be now issued if they had been issued as 
you chiini they should have been, only as the road was completed ? 

Answer. From my information, I thiulc there are fifty miles of the road uncompleted, 
accordin<r to the requirements of the law. 

Question. About one-sixth of its entire length? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they are running over it, but there is only a temporary track. 
Que^ion. Then about five-sixths miles of the road, two hundred and fifty out of two 
hundred and ninety-live miles, have been completed ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That proportion of the bonds would now be issued if the issue of them had 
been made strictly according to the law ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I paid the interest on the bonds. 

By the Ciiaihmax, (Mr. Poland:) 
Question, The other portion is so far built that they are running trains over it? 
Answer. Yes, sir; as governor of Alabama I have recognized bonds for two hundred 
and fifty miles. 

By Mr. Stevensox : 

Question. When you say temporary track/' do yon mean that the track is not laid 
as it should be? 

Answer. A part of it is only temporary, carried around the cuts, &c. 

Question. The fifty miles which you say is unfinished is well finished, exceiit in 
regard to the difficult pai ts, the cuts, &c. f 

Answer. No, sir, it is not. About fifty miles is not finished at all permanently; that 
is what T understand, for I have not been on the road. 

Question. Is that fifty miles on the direct route of the road, except in regard to the 
cuts and fillings ? 

Answer. I think it is. 

Question. The road has not been fully ballasted ou that jiart ? 
Answer. I think it has not. 

By Mr. Van Tkump; 
Question. Is Governor Smith a native of Alabama? 
Answer. I understand that he is a native of Georgia. 
Question. He is not a carpef-bagger, in the proper sense of the term ? 
Answer. He is not. I sat in the legislature of Alabama with him eighteen years ago, 
I think. 

IBy Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. You do not call a man a carpet-bagger if he goes from Georgia to Alabama? 

Answer. No, sir; we do not call a man a carpet-bagger if he comes from ^lassachu- 
fietts to Alabama. I would be a carpet-bagger myself under such a rule. The term 

carpet-bagger'^ is not ai)i)lied to a citizen who makes his permanent residence in the 
State. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Yon spoke of your inability to find out the number of those bonds that had « 
been issued. You mean, I suppose, that you cannot find out from the records. Might 
you not find out by calling the officers before you. Governor Smith and others, and , 
Jiaving an investigation, putting them ui)on oath? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Quest io7i. Why? 

Answer. Because no officer in the present government knows anything about them. 
On discovering that there was no record of the number of tac bonds, or of their char- 
acter, indorsed and signed by Governor Smith, I telegraphed to his private secretary, 
who went out of office with him, asking if there was any record of said bonds. Ilis 
reply was, "None other than the certificates of the lailroiid presidents ou tile." U])on 
examination of the files I discovered that the certificates of the presidents afforded no 
information. I found one in somewhat of this style : " This is to certify that five 
more miles [of the road named] has been finished." That was the certificate on lile, and 
it afibrded me no information. I do not believe that Governor Smith really did know 
the exact number of bonds he signed. 

Question. Suppose you were to summon, before an investigating committee or any 
other tri^tunal, Governor Smith, the railroad presidents, and all others likely to know, 
and put them ui)on oath, would you not be able in that way to api)roxiinate the 
amount ? 

Answer. There was an investigating committee appointed by the last legislature. 
Question. For that i)r.rpose ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Question. Have they reported? 

Answer. Governor Smith was not before them, nor ^Yas Sranton ; neither of them was 
in the State of Alabama at the time. 

Qne-sfiou. Wiis any effort made to secnre their attendanee ? 

Jusiwer. I reiilly do not know what elfort was made. 

Quefyiion. Has that law-been repealed aathoriziu<;- the issuinp^ of bonds '? 

A)isu-er. It has not; it expires by its own limitation in November next, I think. 

Qnestkni. Yon say the law was passed in IHtiT ? 

^in.strer. The first railroad law was i)assed in IS07. 

(Juefithn. Yon are not aware that any of the restrictions contained in the first law 
were repealed by any snbsefpient law i 

^inf^wer. I think the first law was modified, bnt not materially, an.d it was enlaru'ed. 

Question, Yon do not know of any other malpractice in the issnance of bonds, except 
to this road of which Stanton Inis control » 

A)i-su-e)\ Xot ]>ositivcly; I have my snsjjicions that there wt're more bonds issued to 
the South and North road, a road contemplated from MontL!,'(>mery to t!ie Tennessee 
Kiver at Decatur. I have so char<;ed it upon the president of that road. He d(Miies, 
however, that he hns received more. I discovered that he had '^ot bonds numbered n]> 
to 2100 and odd, while I was satislied that he was only i ntith'd to Iiond-^ \\\) in No. l.MIO, 
I gave him n<iticc that he must have the intei'inediate bonds fort licomin<;' before I 
would sig'n any more bonds i\n' him. lie has not come to me ft>r my siiiimtnre. That 
is only my sus])ieion, however : I could not swear to it positively. Twill say furl in^r 
that the connuissi(»nei-s ;ippr)inted by mys(df to exnmine and re])ort upon the (diariicter 
of the road before indorsenu'nts w<'rc _iu;iven — I instituted a eojumission for that pur- 
]tose — re})ortcd that the road known as (General Forrest's road had on hand SS),()Ut> of 
bonds for the live miles of road that they exannned. I ha^■e not ha<l a ]»ersoual inter- 
view Vvith <he C(unmis,>ioners, an<l scarcidyknow what that menus ; whether they have 
( xamined five Uiiles of the road that Smith issued bon<ls for. oi' not. 1 <lo not know. I 
si;]»pose, however, tlie fact is that tieneral l'(U'rest has oot s^O.OiKl of bonds for fives 
miles of the road that really were not completed accordim"- to what I c<ineeive to b(^ 
the PMiuircuK nts of the law, but what (iovernor Smith assumed to be aeeordinj;' to the 
recjuircments of the law. for he nc^vcr appointed a single nmn to exajuinc a single mile 
of road for which he issued bonds. 

(Jm-stiou.. You me;ni so far as yon know ! 

Answer, I institutid incjuiries wIkHIkm" connnissioners had been ai»i)oint<'d according 
to law, and I asccrtaiuiMl that they had not l)een. 

QuiHiion. Governor Smith had issuiMl the entire amount of bonds for Stantcufs I'oad 
befi)i'e the election ! 

An-'^wer. So we sn]>posed ; before h<^ went out, or aftei'ward. 

(Question. Could he have done it afterward / 

An.^wer. lie could have signed them afterward. The sr)OO,()0O of bonds wei'c not ])ut 
np(Mi the market, I nnderslaiul, until January of this year. 

(J'H stion. They might have been signed by (iovernor Suiith even after he went out of 
otlice ! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

(Ji(e--<tion. Do not those bonds require tlu^ great seal of ^he State ? 
.lusH'er. No, sir; the direct Ixmds re(piire the great seal oi" the State, bnt not the in- 
dorsed bonds. The indorsed bonds are the bonds of the company, not of the State. 

By Mr. Blair : 

(Jueyfion, Do you ri^cognize the indorsement of that S.jUO.OOO of boi»ds ? 
Answer. No, sir; I have positively repudiated it. 

l)y Mr. Pool: 

Oncsiion. You spoke of nine hundred men A'oting on the Alabama and Chattanooga 
road for Governor Smith, at the instance of Stanton. AVerc they registered / 

Aitswer. My iufcu^mation is, from the member who repres"nts the count y, that Stanton, 
on the morning of elcMnion, carried up those men in a body, walked them b('fi)re him 
to the registration oliice, had them registered, and then as each announced his nan>e 
he took out a ticket iind placed it in his hand, and they passed on m regular line to tiie 
polls and vested; tluit is m^- information. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Do you mean to say, or to have us understand, that by any provision of law 
a governor of Alabama out of office could legally have indorsed those bonds / 

A}(swer. No, sir. I M as asked the <jnestion whether he signed them before he went out 
of ofiice, and my reply was that I could not say whether he did or not: 

By ;Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. I understood you to say that you thought Governor Smith did not know 
of this over-issue, or did not know how many he had signed ? 
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Anm-er. You uiisapprcheDded mc if you understood me to say tLat bo did not know 
of the over-issue. 

Questiotu You said that you supposed he did not know the exact number be had 
signed ? 

Ausivcr, Yes, sir; but I am satisfied he knew of this over-issue. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question. Arc those bonds numbered? 
Answa: Yes, sir. 

Question. So that if there has been an over-issue it is easy to determine where the 
rightful issue should have stopped ? 
Answir. Certainly. 

Question. And what would be the illegal excess? 

Answer. Yes, sir. By that means I ascertained the number of bonds that the State 
is legally liable for from No. 1 to No. 5300 inclusive. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. I would like to ask one question further in regard to tbese railroad bonds. 
You say the law fixed the limit of time within which these roads mnst be all finished ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Well, within which they are legally entitled to State indorsement of their 
bonds f 

Ansicer. The law is that no road can obtain the benefit of State indorsement after its 
expiration in 1871. 

Question. The force of the law expires in 1871 ? 

Ansicer, Yes, sir ; but the roads who are the present recipients of this benefit can go 
on, under the law, and build for years; bul no new road can eomo in and claim this 
benefit. 

Questioii. Then in making your estimate of tlie limit of the liability of the State on 
these indorsements, .you took into account the probable number of miles to be con- 
structed by the roads up to that time ? 

Answer. For instance, a road has received an indorsement of $320,000 of its bonds, 
representing twenty miles of road. It is a road of a length of two hundred miles; that 
would make the amount of total indorsement about $3,200,000. 

Question. What was the political character of the legislature that,passed the original 
bill, establishing the railroad policy of the State ? 

Answer. I do not think there was any x)olitics in it; they were all Alabamians ; that 
is the most oi* politics I know about it. 

Question. You have already spoken of the senate as having been composed one-third 
of old whigs, one-third of Douglas democrats, and one-third of Breckinridge democrats. 
Were there any colored men in the senate ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Were there any carpet-baggers in the sense in Avhich you used that term ? ^ 
Answei'. No, sir ; they had not come there then ; they did not swarm down there 
until reconstruction. 

By Mr. Coburn : 

Question. You say that you certified to a certain amount of bonds in order that the 
interest might be paid on them. Were any other bonds presented to you in order t6 
obtain your certificate besides the amount you certified to f 

Answer, Pt^rhaps I will meet your question by stating the facts. ^ • 

Question. That is what I want, in relation to any other outstanding bonds, the inter- 
est upon which has not been i)aid. 

Answer. I authorized Duncan, Sherman & Co. to pay the interest upon four thousand 
bonds, the number Governor Smith stated in his message had been signed by him ; that 
was the number I conceived the road to be legally entitled to at that time. 

Question. What length of road did that cover? ^ 

Answer. It covered two hundred and fifty mil(?s. I had reason to believe that thero 
were other bonds in excess of the four thousand ; and in my advertisement, published 
in tlic New York Herald and other papers, I r(?quired that such bonds in excc^ss should 
be presented at the counting-house of Duncan, Sherman & Co. for inspection and for 
registration. After that announcement I received information from dillerent partitas 
that there- were bonds in excess of the four thousand, and up to fifty-threcj hundred. 
None of them were lu-esentcd to me at all, because I had nothing to do with the pay- 
ment of the interest ; Duncan, Sherman & Co. are the financial agents of the State. I 
asked for one of the bonds in excess, which was submitted to me lor inspection by a 
gentleman from Boston. 

Question. What are the number of those bonds upon which the interest has not been 
paid ? 

Answer. From No. 4000 to the end of the list. 
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By ^Ir. Blaik : 
QneHtion. From No. 4000 to Xo. 5300? 

Answer. Yl-s, sir, if that is the terminus of the indorsement. 
By Mr. Cobt^kn : 

Question. What evidence have you that Xo. 5300 is tlie end of the list ? 

JnsH-er. xVfter I had discovere*! it by a very diligent inv(^stij;ntion, William II. Smitli 
called upon me at the St. Xieholas Hotel, and half aeknowledt^ed it .himself; and i])^ 
next day D. N. Stanton himself acknowledged it in toto. 

Question. Who holds those bonds, so far as you have ascertained 

Answer. I think that from No. 4000 to No. 47'-i0are in the hands of Euroi)ean houses, 
])artly in the hands of J^rlanger cSc Co.: sso.ooo are ])laced in the hands of the first 
trustees under the dei'd of trust, held and retained hy tlivm because thev Ixdieved the 
road was entitled to but .s4, 7 'JO, 000. while s4.>()i).()00 had been issued; that .s-0,0(H) has 
not been sold at all. Between $:iOO,()Ub and ,f;4U().()00 are in the hands of a house in 
rhiladel])liia. and 830,000 are in the hands of a house in Boston. I do not know 
Avhetbei' the balance has or has not been disposed of by the I'ailroiid conii)any. 1 think 
the $:;00,000 is in the hands of Drextd cV Co., of IMiiladelphia, if that is tlie name ot 
the house. 

By Mr. Stkvensox : 

Question. Beini»; in the legislature when this law was]»assed, do you rec<dleet how you 
voted on it ! 

Anxuur. 1 was not ])resent at the linal vote; I was called home (»n account of sick- 
ness in my family. If 1 had been ])resent I should have voted for it. 

Question. Y(ni do unt ol»ject to the i>olicy of the law. then, but to its adnnnistration * 
Answer. I object to tln^ policy of sK^oni) ji mile, because I think that is too nuudi ; 
but I did not, at the time tlu^ bill was up, objet t to sl!>.()(MI a mile, 'fiie State is rich 
in mineral resources : th ' i>e(>])le had be(H>me impovei islu d ; and I \ of ed foi- the hill 
notwithstanding my d( luocratic itrejudices against intci-n.il inIpro^-lMnents by the 
(Joverinuent, bt'canse I thought it would tend greatly to devel(»[) the resoinces oi' the 
State. 

Question, ^\'hen, ami by what legislature, Avas the auKumt inci'eased .' 
^Inswer. The law was changetl variously liom the tiiii*- tlie reconstruct 'on measures 
l)laced the new government in power. 

(Jne-stion. The increase was made under the reconstruction government ? 
Anstnr. Yes, sir. 

QtK.sfion, A\ as it a i)arty (|Uestion under the recojrst ructed goveriuiient in the legis- 
lature i 

Auswer. I belicA-e all tln^ democrats ^vho w<'r(^ in tln' legisl.iture voted againsl it ; 
there was onl> one in the senate, and he had i)ower. 1 do not think there was any 
partj' (juestion about it. 

r>y Mr. Van Tkump : 
Question. Tiie i)arty in power carried it ? 
Answer. Yes. sir. 

By Mr. Stevkxsox : 
Qn(s((on. Did the democrats make any opposition to it ? 
Answ(<r. They voted against it. 
Qu(s(i(/n. In both houses ? 

^in.swer. 1 think so. I was present and witnessed the scene: I remember very \vell 
I was there as a sjjectator, and <lid n(U leave the senate until 3 o'clock in themoVning, 
trying to defeat the S-i,00(),00i) clause. 

Question. That was the land proposition ? 

Answer. Yvs. sir. 

Question. 1 am speaking now of the increase to siri,000 a n.iile. 
A)tswer. I do not recollect the position of any particular member. 
Question. It is your general impression that the <lemocrats opi)osed it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I know the h'cling of the State generally is opi)os('d to it. 
Q}iestion. Yon referrc'd to one road as (Jeneral Forrest's road: is that N. 15. F(»rrest • 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Que^^tion. lie is the presideiit of that I'oad ^ 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Of course if there is any over-issue or any improper jiraetice in regard to 
that j'oad, he would have known it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I supi)Ose so. I 

By Mr. Pool : 

Quesdon. Was there not a general feeling among the i)eoi)le of xVlabama that there 
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ought to be general internal improvements undertaken in order to get them out of 
their generally impoverished situation ? 
Answer. I think that was the general feeling. 

Question. That it was the best means to encourage immigration and capital? 
Answer. It certainly was. 

Question. It was because of that general feeling among the people that these rail- 
road projects were undertaken ? 
Ausicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Are not even the colored people of Alabama in favor of the general re- 
moval of political disabilities by Congress ? 

Answer. Yes sir. I will say here that the colored people of Alabama, as a general 
thing, are not desirous at all that the white people there should be their inferiors in 
anytTiing. They are ready and willing, and if they had a direct vote upon the fiuestion 
at the ballot-box, would vote for general amnesty to-morrow. 

Question. Is that the case with most of the white republicans? 

Answer. I do not think it is. 

Question. You do not think it is ? 

Ajiswer. I do not think it is. I will state the fact that during the pendency of the 
reeoustniction measures I once addressed a colored audience ; I told them that wo 
could not support this constitution, and we did not w^ant them to support it, from the 
simple iact that it was disfranchising some of their best friends, and amongst them 
myself, for example. There was a single shout that they did not want any man to be 
disfranchised. I will say that the colored people of the State of Alabama have acted, 
with some exceptions, of course, admirably in this matter; they are not to blame if 
they could be let alone. 

Question. Yon think the fact that disabilities have not been removed has led to dis- 
satisfaction, and that if they should be removed ther«5 would be less disorder ? 

Answer. I think there would be'a great deal more satisfaction. But, as I said before, 
the disorders of the State of Alabama are now X)assing away; they have been frowned 
down by the very men wdiose tlisabilities are still resting upon them. I do not think 
the removal of disabilities would effect much change in that regard. 

Question. You would not say, then, that any of the outrages, such as scourgings and 
outrages of a more heinous character, committed by organized bands of disguised men 
upon colored people, was the result of the policy of imposing political disabilities upon 
the people ? 

Answer. I do not think that had anything to do with any outrage that has been 
committed upon a colored man. And I will further say, that I do not think there ever 
was a political motive in any outrage committed upon a colored man; of my own 
personal knowledge I know of none. 

Question. Have you ever canvassed the southern portion of the Stfite of Alabama ? 

Answci'. I have spoken in some of the counties of South Alabama, but in comparatively 
few of them. During the last canvass I did not penetrate the ^southern portion of 
Alabama, what we call the Black Belt, and for this simple reason: We tried to avoid ^ 
political discussion as much as possible; we did not think it was necessary, and we * 
wanted as mucli harmony and peace to prevail during the canvass as could be 
obtained. We wanted to leave the people to their own free will to vote just as they 
thought proper. Hence, on the day of this Eutaw affair, I liad been invited to speak 
there ; the invitation did not reach me, however, but I would not have been there had 
it reached me. We were determined that in the election it should be proved to the' 
country that every man in Alabama could have the right to vote and think on poli- * 
cal matters just as he pleased, and wo wanted to test the result upon that principle.^ 
I never met Governor Smith in the canvass. 

Question. Have you had any sujierior opportunities of knowing the sentiments of tho. 
people of Alabama other than that of having been a State senator ? 

Aimver. Well, as the executive of the State, and as a citizen, I have been in various 
portions of the State, time and again, from Mobile to*th(} Teiuiess<^e line ; I have had 
a great many business transactions in Mobile, and in Sumter County in West Ala- ^ 
bama ; I have been in Montgomery ; and my opportunities have been rather extensive 
than otherwise ; more extensive than most gentlemen have had in the South. 

Question. Were your opportunities any more extensive than those of Governor Par- 
Bons ? 

Answer. 1 should think they were ; I think that Governor Parsons's movements were ' 
confined rather to his own localities than to the State .at large. Tmet Governor Par- 
sons in Mobile in 1868, when he made a celebrated speech there. I never knew him in 
our section of tlie State, in North Alabama, at all. During the last canvass he was 
confined to a trial a* Paytona, and did not speak at all. 

Question. Is he in the middle belt ? 

Answer. No, sir ; he is in the mountain belt. 

Question. I thought you were in the northern belt of the State. 

Ansiccr. I am. 



ALABAMA. 



201 



Question. And that lie lived in a difFeront section. 

Answer. He does ; bat tlie norlbern belt extends from one hundred to one hundred 
and fifty miles, and he lives on one side of it and I on the opjiosite side. 
Qiiesilon. Ihive you ever been in the county of Greene ? 
Answer, Only once; during the war. 

(Jueslion. Have you been in any of the adjacent counties? 

Ansicer. Sumter is one of the adjacent counties ; I know that very Avell. 

(Juesiion. You say that, in your opinion, when the war closed, there was a general 
disposition on the part of the people of Alabama to accept the situation u[>on the terms 
of the capitulation ? 

Answer. I think there was. 

Question. What did they understand those terms to be, and how different from the 
reconstruction ]>()licy of Congress ? 

Answer. Tticy understood those terms to be that the State go\'eriiments slioiild move 
on and be c(>n;lueted in theii- operations precisely as they were ])rior to the war: that 
the States Avould have the rjght, the same as i)rior to the war, to regulate tlieii- own 
political alVairs ; that the electors of the States should have tlieir character given to 
them by the State legislature, saving and excepting those included in Tresident .Jolni- 
soifs pioclaniation, in which, I Ix'lieve, there were elev<'n elasses of exce]»tions. They 
weie williiig to aeeei)t that condition of alfairs, hoping that time would change ami 
lemove the disa1)ilities imposed ut>on those exce])ti<)nal classes, 'fhe legislatures m*'!, 
and, as 1 can say, legislated entirely in acconhinee with the s})irit of free(h>m to the 
negroes, at least, so far as Alabama was concerned. In the Alabama h'gislatur<' wo 
endeavored to estaltlish such an order of things as would harmoniz<' with that freedom. 
Of course, there were many i)rovisions of our laws which w<'n' crude: tliose, time cer- 
tainly woidd have changxHl. Ihit 1 ))elieve tiiat tlie spirit which animated the h'gisla- 
tme was a desiic to give to the negro race all the rights and i)rivileges tliat they be- 
lieved the Iiegro at tliat time was ca])able of exercismg. Of eours<', the negro race 
having just (•()me out of a system of slavery, the views of X\w white race were neces- 
sarily narrowed ni)on that (lUestidu. Ihit it was astonishing liow great an advance- 
ment was made in that regard during the bi ief session of three mouths, ^len who, in 
December, went into the legislature, in f'ebruiiry came out with vi(>ws greatly ad- 
vanced with regard to the t>i()i)er legislation in retei'enee to the negro race. 

Question, (iivc us some of the items of that legislation in reference to tlie i>olice reg- 
uhitious of the negro, their labor uiK)n i)lantations, cVc, adopted l)y that legislature. 

^i^^^'<^(r. It is almost imjiossible for me to speak upon tliat ])oint with any accniacy, 
from the sim[)le fact that a great many laws were changed by subs<Miuent legislatures, 
which ehangrs have ju;ver lieeii called to my attenticju. 

QuL.slion. Tlu! laws have since been made more liberal to the negroes T 

Annwer. Yes, sir; because, in tlu* hrst i)lace, under our legislation the negro has uo 
vote. 1 may say here that 1 do remember one law that was enaete*!; we gav«i 
thei'.i the right to testify in courts. That was a subject of long and earnest discussion, 
and it was in connection with that law that the change manifested its< If, to whi<'li I 
have alluded, 'i'here was great o])i»osition to allowing them to testify; but tinally it 
went on mitil there was no ot)])osition at all. That was one law. Then there was n 
restraining law, called the vagrant law. 

Question . Tell us about that. 

Slnswer. I do not remember the provisions of that law ; however, they were very 
stringent. 

By the Ciiaikmax, (Mr. roLAXD :) 
Question. Was the law which you passed allowing the negroes to testify a law giv- 
ing him an unrestricted and general right to testify in all cases, the same as white men 
had / 

Answer. Move so, it allowed them to testify in their own cases. 
r>y ^Ir. Vooj. : 

Qncsfion. You passed the recent English provision upon that subject ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; it was an advancement upon the lights which the whites had pos 
sesstnl. Tlie \'agrant law was a strict vagrant law, and applicable to both white and 
blacks. 

Question. State some of the provisions of that law. 

A)tswer. I do not think I could state any of its t)rovisions; I only remember the gen- 
eral tenor of the law; I have never examined it since the day it was passed. 
Question. Is it in the statutes of Alabama ? 

Jnswer. I think it is in the code of Alabama ; it was incorporated in the code adopted 
at that session of the legisl.'^nre. 

(Jne.'<fion. As the jX'ople of Alabama understood the terms of capitulation, was any 
one <lislVanchised from holding oftice ? 

An.'<wer. Xo^ sir. 
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Question. They considered Ihat feature of the reconstruction acts a violation of the 
terms of capitulation f 

Answer. 1 do not think that I have ever heard that provision mpentioncd in connec- 
tion ^vith a violation of the terms of capitulation ; they considered it a violation of the 
constitutional rights guaranteed under that capitulation. 

Question. Then 1 understand you to express the opinion that it was the reconstruc- 
tion policy of Congress, emhracing the constitutional amendments as well as the re- 
construction acts, that gave the general dissatisfaction that was manifested in the 
State ? 

Answer, I think the fonrteenth amendment and the rceonstruction measures together 
gave universal dissatisfaction. The amendment to the coaistitution emancipating the 
negroes gave no dissatisfaction, for tlie simjde fact that hy the convention that met 
in 1865, under the proclamation of President Johnson, emancipation was incorporated 
into the constitution of the State of Alabama. 

Question. You think it was the fourteenth amendment, together with the reconstruc- 
tion acts of Congress, what is generally embraced in the term reconstruction policy of 
Congress, that gave dissatisfaction. ^ 

Answer. It gave great dissatisfaction. 

Question. Would the white peojile of Alabama ever have consented by their suffrages 
to have accepted the reconstruction policy of Congress? 

Answer. I think it would have taken considerable tinie to have got them to do so. 

Question. Could Congress have x>ut its reconstruction i)olicy into oi>eration without 
the negro vote ? 

Answer. If Congress had passed the law, I believe there would have been no resist- 
ance to it, but there would have been a very dogged submission. 

Question. A part of the reconstruction policy was to submit it to the people for their 
adoption ? 

Answer. If it had been submitted to the white people of Alabama, the reconstruction 
measures would have been defeated beyond all question. 
Question. By a large majority ? 

Answer. I do not think they would have voted in its favor 5,000 votes. 

Question, So the only mode Congress had of putting that reconstruction policy into 
operation, under the forms of election^ and laws, was by admitting the colored people 
to the ballot-box ? 

Answer. I cannot say that, from' the simple fact that they were admitted to the ballot- 
box, and it was then defeated. 

Question. It could not have been put into operation by the white people of the State. 
Answer. No, sir ; the white vote was almost a unit against it. 

Question. Whatever tlio opposition then was, whatever is the opposition now, or has 
been, it has been on account of the reconstruction i)olicy of Congress, directed to that 
and not the Government itself. 

Ansicer. I do not think there is any hostility to the Government of the United States 
on the part of the people of Alabama; when I say that I speak in general terms. I 
think there is rather a desire that the legislation of Congress should be such as to 
remove the causes of unkindly feeling on their part towards the Government. And, as 
I said before, whenever a measure of a kindly character has been passed by the Con- 
gress of the United States, it seems to have lifted a load from the people, to have 
brought them towards the Government of the United States with more affection for it. 
That has been my feeling, and it has been the feeling of those immediately around me, 
so far as I have observed, and the feeling generally of the i)eople of the State. I think 
that, take the week before the reconstruction measures became the laws of the country, 
and the week after, there was a very decided difference in the feelings of the people. 
I really believed, at the time the reconstruction measures came upon us, and I so stated, 
that in two years the Union feeling in the State of Alabama, and in all the Southern 
States, would be greater than in Massachusetts, such was the growth of it then 
going on. 

Question. Is not the negro suffrage feature of the reconstruction policy the main 
thing which they dislike 1? ^ 

Ansxecr. I must confess that there is a great change in that regard. We are getting 
to think that perhai)s our representation in Congress needs that sort of thing ; we 
are beginning to think that negro voting will not bo such a bad thing after all; wo 
may get one or two members of Congress in Alabama by it, and thus ollset ^lassa- 
chusetts. Allow me to make a remark hero: there is the very kindliest feeling 
existing between the two races; lam glad to bear testimony to that fact. There is 
occasionally a disturbance got up, but the negro race are not to blame for it, and the 
tvhite people of Alabama know it. I know of no man in the State of Alabama to-dny 
who has not a kindly feeling toward the negro. They not charge these disturb- 
ances against them. 

By ]Slr. Van Trump ; 
Question. Against whom do they charge them ? 



ALABA5IA. 



203 



Answer. Against designnng men who have come among them for the purpose of 
manipulating the negro vote for their own aggrandizement, and that ah)ne. I believe 
that if a half a dozen men wonld take a notion to leave the State of Alabanui, there 
Avonld not be a hard feeling, nor the report of one in the ?>tate. 1 believe that the 
negro raee would just vote as they pleased; and I beiievo they would vote the repub- 
lican ticket to a great extent. 

By Mr. Pool: 
QucstiotL Could yon name that half a dozen men? 
Aihsicer. I would rather not name them. 
Quesfiou. I will not insist upon it. 
Ausu'C)'. I do not desire 

By Mr. Van Tiiump : 
Qnestlon. To make more difliculty ? 

^insH'tr. I do not wish to make s])ecial cases at all. because there is not a man in the 
State of Alabama, that 1 know of, toward whoui I have an unkindly feeling. 

By ^Iv. Stevenson : 
QneiiitotL Do those half a dozen of men belong all to one party, the sain<' party ? 
Answer. Well, the half a dozen that I refer to, do. 

(^)ui'y<{}(»). Would it not do the State some good if some men of the other party should 
Ir^ave also ? 

Ayimrcr. I think it likely that both pai ties could spare some. Ihit when T spoke of 
thos(^ halt' a dozou men, I spoke in connection with the ([uestion of raising feuds 1)e- 
tween n(\groes and white men. 

r>y Mr. Tool: 

Qt((s{{OH. AViicn <*ol()i"<'d men in the various h^Mdities of the State are wlii])]»(^d and 
outraged by thes«^ disguised parties, do the white people l ise up and lerret our the 
otVenders 

Ansurr. Well, as to f(M'reting them out by the p(M:>ple at larg(\ I cannot say that they 
do. That matter is always iiitrusted to our courts of jnstiee : we liavc a justice^ of the, 
]ieace in every ])recinct, and eonstai)les, and. as courts of in(|iiiry and conservators of 
the i)eaee, it is their duty l)y the statutes to l)ring oftenders to justice. Ihit. in regard 
to my iimnediate honn', I will say that I have never Icuowii an iiijury done to a negro 
man, 1 have neviM- known an iiijustic(^ done to a negro man, that was not condemned 
by the ])eo]ile. And 1 liave never known a negro man nor a negro woman to fail to 
receiv(^ strict and exact justice in tlu^ courts. 

(Jiiesiiott. 1 understood you to say that you had never known one of these disguised 
nn^n to be convicted in the courts. 

Answer. Did 1 not say with the excei)tion of Lauderdale County 

QiiC'Sflon. You s}M)ke of some disguised negroes in Lauderdale county. 

Auswtr. Xo; they were in my own county. 

Question. What was that case in Lauderdale County ? 

Answer. I could not name the parties; l)ut there were some j^arties pi'osecuted in 
LamU^rdale County and bound over. I think I menti()mMl Lauderdale County yes- 
terday. 

(Jnesitou. With that (exception, then, you have not known tlu^ courts to take up and 
bind over thes(^ Ku-Klux ? 

An>i(cer. I have no recollection now of any Ku-Klnx or disguised men being con- 
victed. 

Qncsiion. Tln^ courts, then, do not interfere and i)rotect the negro peojde against such 
outrages; they have not (h)ne so; and you have n()t known ^)f any general uprising of 
the white ]>eopleto luotect them against such outrages? 

Answer. The popular sentinu'ut is very strong against them. And our judge of the 
circuit court is not only very se\'ere in his charges, and in his deiuinciations of them, 
but he is absolutely bitter ; he is neither sparing in his kangnage nor in his instruc- 
tions to the jury to ferret tlnmiout and bring them to justice. 

(Jntsihn. >.'otv,'ithstanding which they have not been ferreted out ? 

Answer. 1 have said that 1 have known none of them convicted. 

(jHcsfion. It would lecpiire a ])ul)lic sentiment to enable the courts to discharge their 
duties eftlciently in that regard, would it not ! 

Answer. $1 ])e]iev4^ that public sentiment is the great administrator of justice. 

(jnestion. And notwithstanding the stringency of your judg(^'s charges, that public 
sentiment has been wanting to such an extent that not a man of them has yet been 
convicted 1 

Answer. The public sentiment agaiiist disguised men in the State of Alabama, so far 
as 1 know, and 1 think 1 know the sentinn^nt of tlie entire State, is not only earnest, 
but openly and publicly avowed by the leading ami su))stantial citizens of ovvry sec- 
tion. Our newspapers are at this time, and I think generally have been, unc(inivocal 
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in tbeir denunciations of outrages by disguised men, or by any other lawless body of 

^^^Oncstion. If a band of negroes should go to the house of a white mau, a member of 
the democratic partj^, at night, and take him from his bed, and strip him and scourge 
him, would there or would there not be a general outcry and rising up of the com- 
munity to bring the offenders to justice! 

An8wei\ It depends entirely upon the character of the white mau. If he was a bad 
man, or charged with crime of an aggravated character, I do not think they would i)ut 
themselves to any trouble about it, I think that the same effort would be made as 
with regard to a colored mau. I say this from the simple fact that I have myself seem 
a difficulty between a white man and a colored man ; the colored man was the more 
honorable man of the two ; and there was not a man in the crowd of fifty but what 
was on the side of the colored man. 

Question. Then I understand you to mean to say that if the white man was charged 
with crime, and a body of colored men should go to his house at night, take him from 
his bed, scourge him with whips, after stripping him, it would not produce any great 
rising up of the community, and an endeavor to ferret out the offenders? 

Answer. I have said it would depend entirely upon the character of the man. 

Question. I have said charged with crime." You think that a man in Alabama 
charged with crime might be subjected to such an outrage without any general rising 
up of the community in his defense ? 

Answer. Understand me; the people are not in the habit, as a body, of taking the 
laws into their own hands, neither when a man commits a crime, nor where he is offens- 
ive; they intrust that to the officers of the law. And I do not think they would do 
anything more in regard to good white men than they would in regard to good colored 
men ; that is my belief. I have a colored man who has lived with me for years ; 1 be- 
lieve there are some men iu the town of TuscumBia who would protect him, as many 
men who would protect him in his rights to-day as would protect any white man 
within the limits of the community, simply because he is a high-toned, honorable 
colored man, and a good man, as I have known him to be for twenty years. It is true 
that a lawless white man might rise ux> aud seek revenge. 

Question. Have you ever heard of any body of colored men going to the house of a 
white man, taking him from his bed at night, stripping and scourging him, because ho 
was accused of crime and generally supposed to be guilty of it ? 

Answer. 1 never knew of such a case. 

Question. You never knew that to occur in Alabama ? 

Answer. No, sir ; as a general thing the colored men have behaved pretty well. 

Question, 1 understood you to say that the first legislature that assembled after the 
war, under what is called President Johnson's i>olicy, refused to accept the fourteenth 
amendment ? 

Answer. They refused to accept it. 

Question. By how largo a vote ? 

Anstcer. 1 do not believe it ever reached a vote in the house ; I think we rejected it in 
the senate, with about five, perhaps, voting for it ; I cannot speak precisely as to the 
number. 

Question. You gave the complexion of the legislature approximately as one-third old 
Bell and Everett men, one-third Douglas democrats, and one-third Breckinridge dem- 
ocrats ? 

Answer. That was about the proportion, I think. 

Question. Was it understood that the Breckinridge democrats were original seces- 
sionists, and tho others not ? 

Answer. No, I cannot say that they were original secessionists, because duriug the 
contest iu tho election which resulted in the election of President Lincoln, the ques- 
tion of secession was not the main question in the canvass. JMany voted for Mr. 
Breckinridge who afterward were opposed to secession. But 1 was speaking in regard 
to tho complexion of the senate when I stated that. 

Question. Then you mean to say that all the Breckinridge democrats in the legisla- 
ture were not in favor of the secessiou movement? 

Ansicer. I could not speak accurately upon that subject ; I do not remember. 

Question. Were any of the Douglas democrats who were in the legislature in favor 
of secession ? 

Answer. I do not think they were. 

Question. Were any of the Bell and Everett division in favor of secession t 

Answer. 'My impression is there were none. 

Question. Then, under that showing, how did the State secede ? 

Answer. How did it secede? We had various reasons at the time how it seceded. 

Question. Were the majority of the people of Alabama in favor of secession ? 
, Answer. We did not think so ; tho anti-secessionists charged that a majority were 
not in fiivor of secession ; but there wore two or three counties counted out. At all 
events, the State seceded. 
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Quesfion. Now tell me Low many Doiiolas democratic members of the legislature 
went lieartily iuto the rebellion after it commenced, upon the idea that they nnist go 
with their Sf ate, or upon any other idea ? 

Ansiver, 1 expect that all pretended they went in. 

Question. Were there any who did not:-' 

Ansiver. I do not know of any. 

Question. You do not know of any in the legislature who did not go into the rebel- 
lion ; how about the B<'11 and Everett portion ? 

A)isH'e}\ I expect they all sided with Alabama in that contest. 
Question. You think all went into the rebellion ? 

Answer. I do not know whether they all went in; a great many of us did not go 
far in. 

Question. Were a great many of them active and earnest during the progress of the 
rebellion, taking prominent parts, holding pvomim^nt positions ? 

Answer. No, sir; none in the legislatnre occupied any prominent i^osition during the 
rebellion, except there was a Colonel Jackson, and a Colonel I'owell ; I believe they 
were secessionists. 

Que<ion. Could you in l^CA perceiv(^ any ditYerence betwe(^n the earnestness of tlio 
Brc^ckinridge iiK^n and the earnestness of the great body of Iho Douglas nu-n and the 
Bell and l]verett mem in their jiid to the rebellion ? 

Answer. Well, really, 1 cannot speak as to that, b<H"ans(^ we wtu-e in an excited state 
at that tinie, and I do not think W(^ thonglit anything nnu*h ii'nout Bell and Everett 
nuMi or Douglas men, or Bn-ckinridge men. at that time. S()nieof tht^ heading Dongljis 
men were chnrgcMl at ^Montgonn^ry with <Mitering into a combination to put an end to 
the war nnd to get back into the Union. 

(^)nestion. Then I uuderstan<l you to mean that the three ('lassifications given l)y you 
intlicated the degree of eai'nestness iji the part ici])a[i()n of tlu; respective members ot 
those classiticnti(jns during the i>rogress of the r<d)ellion ? 

Answer. Xo, sir; I do not mean to indicate that. 

Qn(stion. Yon spoke of four of your m'groes going to vote on an occasion when yuu 
could not vote ? 
AiiKwer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And that y(m felt ba<l about it ? 
Answer. Well, not so v(^ry bad; 1 felt a little sore. 
Question. Why could you not vote i 

Answer. The reconstruction measures i)rohi)jited me from voting. 
Question. Why ? 

Answer. Because i>rior to the war I had been a memlier of the legislature, and I took 
a slight part in the rebellion. 

Question. What i)a]'t did you take ? 

^inswer. Not nnu'h ; I was never much of a soldi(»r ; it did not suit me. 

Question. You w(Te i)rohihited from voting because you took i)art in the rebellion ? 

Aui^wer. Yes, sir: I consitlered that I had done<'nough in the relx-lliftii to couk' within 
the ])urview of the reconstruction measures, and of coursi^, I couhl not take the oath. 

Qnestio)i. You say that at one time y(ui wrote a hotter giving a general review of the 
condition of things in Alabama, and advising the peoi)h^ to accept the situatif)n. At 
what time was that ? 

Answer. It was in the beginning of 1^0!.). 

Question. You said that letter was generally discussed all ov(U' the Stat(^ ? 
Answer. It is discussed to this day. 

Question. And you think it was b(M*ause of that letter that yon were selected from 
among th(^ great number of democrats in Alabanni as their candidate for g<n ern(U- ? 

Answer. I will not say that was tlie cause of it ; but I will say that that letter was 
discussed by the democracy at the time of the nomination; and although at one time 
it had been assaibnl, yet ui)on general examination they l)elieved that it ('X})ressed the 
sentiments of the people of Alabama; they believed timt upon doctrines such as were 
contained in that letter 1 c(mld run the race successt'uUy. 

Question. They thought that hotter gave you i)erhaps a better chance of election than 
other democrats had ? 

Answer. I think it had some influence in that respect. 

Qtiestion. Was it because it was supposed that it would bring to you repu])lican votes, 
or the votes of moderate nuui ? 

A)iswer. No, sir; it was because they di<l not think that a man who had bi^en iden- 
titied with extreme oi)inions could receive tlie votes of the democratic ])arty in Alal)aina. 

(^)uestion. You were somewhat distinguished above others in l^ilO by the publication 
of such sentiuKMits? 

Answer. That was the tirst letter upon that subject fmm any man who had been in 
public lif(\ « 

Question. And some denunciation was heaped upon you at that tiine on account of it ? 
Answer. One or two newspapers assailed me because I had written it, and because of 



20G CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



the man to whom I wrote it, who was rather ohnoxious. I addressed it to a repuhli- 
can, and they hegan to think that I was going over to the rcpublicaus. That was the 
reason that f was somewhat a.ssailed ; but I did not go. 

Qncstion. When you spoko of the people of Alabama being opposed to therecoustrne- 
tion jxdicy of Congress, and having been indignant at it, you used the phrase " people 
of Alabama." "What do you mean by people of Alabama j do you mean the eolored 
people f 

Juaictr. No,' sir ; I mean the white people ; I mean the electors of the State under the 
laws existing at the time of the passage of the reconstmctiou measures, the voters 
under the old system. 

Question. You spoke of the disfranchising clause in the constitution of Alabama as 
being obnoxious; what is it? 

Jum-cr. It was an embodiment of the reconstruction measures,* under it I could not 
hold office. 

Qucsiion. Was it anything more than that? 

Jusinr. I think not, but I forget now the particulars; it was an embodiment of the 
reconstruction measures. 

Question. It imposed no disabilities beyond what the reconstruction measures imx)osed ? 
Answer. That, and the fourteenth amendment. 

Question. The fourteenth amendment is a part of the reconstruction policy ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. W^as there any disfranchisement in your constitution outside of and beyond 
that imi)oscd by the reconstruction policy of Congress ? 

Answer. I do not remember all the provisions ; I would have to examine them before 
I could speak accurately upon that subject. 

Question. You do not remember any of them ? 

Answer. I do not remember them. « 

Question. If there Iiad been any beyond that, would it not probably have specially 
attracted your attention. 

Answei'. 1 think it would; they were afterward removed by legislation. 

Question. What is the senate basis of representation in your State? Is it taxation or 
population ? 

Answer. It is population. The constitution limits the number of members of the 
senate to thirty-three, each one representing a certain number of population. 

Question. Do you mean to say that in districting the State they gave one of those 
thirty-three senators to a less number of population than was entitled to a senator ? 

Answer. The distribution was unequal. 

Question, To a less number of population than one- thirty-third part of the poi)ula- 
tion of the State ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Including the colored population also ? 
Answer. Including everything. 

Question. That was a clear violation of your constitution, was it not ? 

Answer. It is sometimes impossible to distribute them precisely equally, on account 
of the counties ; but it was a clear violation of the spirit of the constitution. 

Question. It being impossible to make an exactly equal distribution, was there not a 
provision of your constitution to carry over the excess from one district to another ? 

Answer. The constitution provided what should be a senatorial district. For exam- 
ple, the county of Madison was to be a senatorial district ; the counties of Franklin 
and Lawrence constituted a senatorial district; the counties of Lauderdale and Lime- 
stone constituted a senatorial district ; the county of Sumter was a senatorial district. 
That is provided in the constitution until a new apportionment is made. 

Question. That runs through all the counties ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; all the districts were desiguatod by the constitution itself, until 
future legislation, based upon an enumeration of the people. 

Question. I thought it was by legislative enactment, as in my own State. 
Answer. No, sir ; not yet. * 

Question. I now come more particularly to the subject of our general inquiry. I un- 
derstood you to say that the dockets of your State, so far as you have seen them, show 
a marvelonsly small number of crimes at this time. 

Answer. Yea, sir. 

Question. And you accounted for that because you thought the i)eople were less ad- 
dicted to liquor ; you gave that as one reason that there were fewer feuds and fewer 
personal difliculties. 

Answer. I stated, if I recollect rightly, that during the last twtdvo months there were 
fewer crimes conuuitted in the State of Alabauia than during any twelve months since 
the formation of the State government in 1819. That conclusion is the result of my 
own observation, as well as of information derived from other sources* I have calleil 
the attention to that fact of many leading lawyers and citizens of tlie State, who have 
invariably agreed with me. I think I stated that a reference to our criminal dockets 
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would show tbat to be the fact. In my i)artiVnilar section, of which I have a more 
aceiirate kTiowledge than any other, I know that to be the fact. I may say that I have 
never known a section of any country so entirely exempt from crime, and especially 
crimes of a higher nature, than my own section. I think there are various reasons^ 
-whicli have produced this good effect. Among otlier things, the peo]»le are better off 
in onr mountain region* than they ever were at any time before. Their labor has been 
more renninerative ; they perform their own "work in the lields; they do not employ 
labor. Cotton selling affrom 81^0 to ^V^O a bale renmnerates the man who does his 
own labor to the amount of three times. While it is advancing the comforts of the 
white laborer Avho cultiA'ates his own Inuds, it is, to a certain extent, imi)overivshing the 
mun who employs labor, simply because the expense of provisions, of implements, and 
of nmles has all increased in a greater I'ntio than the increased ])riee of cotton. For 
exam])le, before the war you could buy bacon at 10 cents a pound : now you have to pay 
22 cents; and the white' man who labors in onr section of tln^ etunitry raises his own 
meat. In other words, liis expenses are increased, while the increase of the price of his 
products of labor are trebled. 

By Mr. Stevenson: 

Qnci^lloiL And the result is a tend«'ncy to equalize the fortunes of the peoph^ ? 

Aiii^H-fr. Yes, sir. Hence the i)eoi»le are more industrious, becausi: tin ir industry is 
better com])ensated. lit^ng more industrious, there is more sobriety, more ]»ride of 
character, more dis])osition to be kindly toward each other. Instead of those old- 
fashioned southwestern ieuds and personal renccuinters that took place l)ef<u-e the war, 
you rarely ever hear of them now. 

I]y Mr. Pool : 

(Jucsiioit. Before the war all petty crimes connuitted by the .skives were i)unished by 
the master ? 

^lusH'vr. Yes, sir; all crimes below a felony. 

(JiicHtioiK Now all that class of crimes come into the courts ? 

Ausircr. Yes, sir. 

Question. And you still say that, notwithstanding that addition to the criminal dock- 
ets of tli(^ St a t<^', those dockets in the aggregate .show a less amount of crime than 
when (»nly the white men were indicted, as before the war 

Aui^wcr. Yes, sir. 

(JuestioH. Does not that sj>eak volumes ibr the colored man ? 

Auswcr. It s])eaks volumes for the whitt^ man. too; for I Ix'lTeve there h;ive been few(*r 
colored un'U whipi)ed by white men during the last two ye;irs tlian in any two years 
during slavery, unless l)y tlieii" masters. I believi' that what I may call outsiders Inn e 
whii>ped fewer colored mon within the last two years than w<'re whii>ped during that 
sauK* length of time while they were slaves and under the ])rotection of masters. I 
have known very few colored men whipped. There is the kindliest feeling existing 
between the races. It does seem to me that those i)rominent cases that ar(^ Ijrought 
before the public eye are only indications of the non-exist(Uice of others. Tb(\v an; iso- 
lated, and become more prominent on that account. As I say. tlu're have been whi]>- 
]>ings; my information is that there have been. But as to its l)t:iiig a general thing, I 
think 1 am in a condition to deny it, and to say that there is the kindliest feeling be- 
tAveen the white race and the black race. It is \o.vy rarely that you will hear of a 
disturbance between a white man and a ])lack man. Ihtt, I rei>eat,an isolated case will 
occur, and particularly when it can have given to it a ])olitical tendency and inlluence 
it is made so much the more i)rominetit : es])ecially wln'ii you go away from home it 
becouK^s more promimuit. 

Question. That ([Ucstion was i)reliminary to onc^ which I now desire to ask. Is there 
anything in tli" conduct of the Ci>h)red p«'ople in the State of Alabama, any misbeliavicn* 
or turbulence, that would invite such outrages as are (diarged against the Ku-Klux, or 
these organizations of disguised men, or that would make such things necessary for the 
well-being of soci«Uy ? 

Ansivcr. Theie have been some very bad and turbulent negroes^ who have undertaken 
to assume social rights and i)rivileges v>'hi(di the whites would not accord to them; 
nor C(uild it be expected that they should accord them to them. But take the colored 
population of the State of Alabama genei'ally, they havci been exceedingly well- 
beliaved, and are at this day exceedingly well-l>ehaved. 'J'he turbuh-nt negroes, just 
like turbulent white men, will bring disre])Ute upon communiries and upon races. 
But I am very glad that I have an opixu'tunity of saying that, so far as my inlV)rmation 
and knowledge and i)ersonal ex[)erience go, for the last two years especially, the con- 
duct of the colored i)eople, as a whole, has been excellent. Daring tin- pendency of 
the reconstruction measures, at tin; time they were about to be clothed with i)oIiticjil 
rights and political equality with the white man, and under the inlluence of men who 
wanted to convert them into instruments for their own advancement, the negro popu- 
lation in towns was disposed to be exceedingly insolent. They had been told that tho 
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ATliite man of the South was naturally their enemy; this I know to bo the fact. They 
wore told that having been the property of the white people of the South, and having 
l)eon freed out of their hands through the power of the United States Government, 
they were naturally their enemies; that antagonism to the white race was their only 
salvation, and especially was it the only security of their political equality. UsudeT 
influences of tliat character the negro race at that time became exceedingly insolent. 
Tliey banded together in Union Leagues; I have seen them in their marches and 
parades. They were disposed to be insolent ; they were disposed to get into a drunken 
disposition— I use that expression not in its literal sense — to assert their rights, think- 
ing that such assertion was necessary to their maintenance. But that all passed away 
in a short time, and they now go to the polls and vote there, and get into their political 
squabbles and frolics just as the whites do. I can say that the negro race of Alabama 
are at this moment, as a body, a well-behaved peojde. 

Que^iion. What were those social rights which you say these few turbulent negroes 
propose to assert, the right to do what ? 

Answer. Really it would be hard to tell ; there is as much in the manner as in the 
fact. For example, I have known instances where they would rush right into a church, 
without any change having taken place, where the white people were sitting ; not 
that they had no place to sit in, but simply to show their equality. They would curse 
the poor white trash, and one thing and another. It is a very hard question to answer 
in detail. But I have known such instances as this : A negro w^onian would go into 
the body of a white church, take a seat in a pew that did not belong to her, and she 
was allowed to sit there and not be turned out. They would curse the white children ; 
they would assume rights about the house they had not been accustomed to. But, as 
I have said, that has all passed away, and to-day the feelings between the races I 
think are very good. 

Question. When you spoke of northern men, some of them being disturbers of the pub- 
lic ])eace, what did you mean by that ? 

Answet'. My last anawer would indicate somewhat what I meant. 

Question, That is the reason I asked you the question in this connection. 

Answer. Prior to the war, it is my recollection that the Methodist Church had estab- 
lished a 8j stem of colored churches in the South, and had licensed colored preachers, 
although slaves. Missionaries from the northern church, professedly so, came to the 
South, and used their influence and persuasion to divide the southern colored church. 

By Mr. Van Ti{U:mi^ : 
Question. Came since the war ? , 
Answer. Yes, sir, under reconstruction. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. You mean during the time of reconstruction ? 

Ansiver. Y'es, sir ; they came there and endeavored to induce the colored people to 
separate from the southern conference, and to unite with the Methodist Church North. 
As I stated on yesterday, I believe, there was a very signal instance of that in my own 
town. There are to-day two churches there, one belonging to the Methodist Church 
North and the other to the Methodist Ch^lrch South: And the feud is' still existing 
among them ; not a violent feud leading to any violation of the i)eace, or any personal 
conflicts, but still a feud. As I understand, and as it was generally understood, these 
missionaries, in order to seduce them fiom their allegiance to the southern church, 
inspired them with a hate toward the people of the South, or endeavored to do so, 
alleging, as I have already said, that the people of the South were their natural ene- 
mies. They went so far as to say that whenever the time should arrive that the dem- 
ocratic party would come into power they would i)ut them back into slavery. They 
told them that they had better unite themselves with the northern church as a meas- 
ure of safety, not only for their religious, but for their physical freedom. We consider 
them disturbers of the peace, as persons endeavoring to get up antagonisms between 
the races which would result in great injury both to the social and the material inter- 
ests of the country. Whenever such a man came among us we endeavored to frown 
liim down. I never knew, however, of one being physically maltreated ; personally 
I know of no instance of that kind. In fact, they have had wonderful liberties, and 
the i)eoplo bore with them, I think, to a marvelous degree; to such a degree tliat I 
have no idea that a single community in the Northern States would for one moment 
pernnt a southern man to go there and express such opinions as tliey expressi^l in our 
midst and endeavor to get up a hostility between two classes of people. Hence, if 
there is a dislike to carpet-baggers, it has its origin in that. 

By Mr. Van Thump: 
Question. Whether political or religious? 
Amwer. Whether political or religious. 

\ 
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By Mr. Pool : 

Question. You have spoken of tlie electiou laws of the State, nuder wliicli this uni- 
versal franchise is exercised, requiring the registration of all voters prior to their de- 
positin<^ tlieir ballots. Is there any penalty against registering contrary to law ? 

Ansiccr. 1 think there is a very heavy penalty; there is a heavy penalty for falst^ 
swearing. 

Question. That embraces the proposition that he is qualified under the Jaw to regis- 
ter / 

Answer. I tliink so. 

Question. There is a heavy penalty attached to that ? 

Answer. I think it is made a penitentiary olfense. lie is required befor*^ r<\i^istering, 
and that is the oidy (]uardication, to subscribe to an oath. If he swears falsely he is 
subject to a ci iminal indictment as for a felony, I think. 

Question. ]>ut when he is registered, ho then has a right to vote without being chal- 
lenged i 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. No man can challenge him, because the only question at the balh>t-box is, 
has he regislered? Have there been any prosecutions for illegal registering / 
Answer. I know of none. 

Que.^tion. lias that provision of the law in regard to registering and voting been re- 
pea hnl ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Has th(?re been a ))ill introduced into your legislatun* to repeid it ? 
Answer. 1 cannot say wliether there has or not ; my iuq)ressiou is that one was intro- 
duced iuto the house of rei)resentatives. 
Question. Was it over voted on ? 
Answer. I do not kuow what its condition was. 
Question, lias your legislature adjourned 
Answer. It has jidjourued. 

Question. 1 uncUMstaud, then, that the distingnishiug featur.' of the (dection law of 
Alabama is, that ji uian is punished for illegal rcgistciing, but haviug registered, he is 
not punislied for illegal voting, and cannot be challeugcd f 

^Inswer. \\c is i)unish('d for swearing falsely that he is entitled to register. 

Question. It' every voter might be challenged, and his light to vote not b<' settled by 
»the fact of his r(^gistrat ion, but had to be inquired into upon the s])ot, while the (dec- 
tion was goiug on, might it not (hday other A oters who desired to (h'posit tlieir ballots 
while the investigation was goiug on in the case / 

Answer. That would depend greatly upon the mode prescribed by law for contesting 
the challenge. 

Questio)t. Who (hH id<^s the challenge, the Judges of election ? 
Answer. There is lu) challenge in our State. 
Question. Who did before the war f 
Answer. The Judges of (dection. 

Question. Coiild they receive ballots while deciding nx)on a challenge and hearing the 
evidence ? 

Answ(r. I do nol remember how they used to do; I remember thcM^e used to be chal- 
lenging b(dbre the war, but I never knew any serious injury to result from the power 
of (diailenging at the ballot-box. 

Question. How long does your election continue ? 

Answer. One day. 

Question. How long does th(^, registration continue ? 

Answer. You can register at any time, betbre the probate court 

Question. At any time / 

Answer. That is my recollection of the law. 

Que.stion. Suppose that in an ordinary precinct in your Stato one hundred men were 
challenged ni>on the same day, and the old law was in operation, by which the Judges 
of election who received the ballots had to stop and inquire into those challenges, 
would it not break up the electicm ! 

Answer. I have no doubt it would interfere very seriously Avith it. 

Question. It would i)revent other men from voting who had a right to vote ? 

Answer. I think tiic challenge of one hundred men would be a wry serious impedi- 
ment. 

Question. Persons having the physical force at a precinct might, by challenges, break 
up an election unden* cover of law f 
Answer. That is a possibility. 

Question. There has been no efi'ort to repeal that law ? 

Answer. In my message to the legislature I recommended its repeal. 

Question. Ihit the legislature did not follow yom- recommendation ? 

Answer. They did not pass any law pursuant to the recommendation^ from the simj^lo 

14 
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misoii, as I understood at tlie time, tliat tlio senate Tvhich passed the law was the 
senate to which my recommendation was sent. 

Question. I understand you to say, then, that in Alabama there is a very stringent 
law against registering falsely ? 

JjiHircr. My recollection is that it is made a felony. 

Qucstiotu And a penitentiary offense ? 

Jnsu-cr. Felony under our statute law is confined to penitentiary offenses. 
Question. So that a man who would illegally register and illegally vote in Alabama 
would be liiible to very severe punishment ? 
Jnswcv. If he registered illegally. 
Question. Whether he voted or not? 
Jnswcr. lie might vote without registration. 
Question. Would he do it ? 
Answer. He might. 

By Mr^ Stevenson : 
Question. And ihere is nothing to prevent him from doing so ? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

By ]Mr. Pool: 

Question. You cannot challenge a man who is not registered ? 

Ansicei: You cannot challenge at all. The language of the law is this: "That there 
shall be no challenging of electors offering to vote at any election hereafter held in 
this State, and any registered voter offering to vote at any election in this State shall 
be allowed to do so without question, challenge, or objection by any person ; and any 
person who questions, challenges, or objects, or who unlawfully hinders or delays any 
person offering to vote shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction shall be 
fined five hundred dollars, and on failure to pay the same shall be imprisoned in the 
county jail for six months." 

Question. The term " registered voter'^ is used in a portion of that sentence. 

Ansicer. Out understanding of the law is, and the practice is, that no man dare chal- 
lenge another at the polls under any circumstances. 

Question. Is a man an elector unless he is registered ? 

Answer. 1 do not think he is. 

Question. This section i^rovides against the challenge of electors. 

Answer. It says in one place " any person attempting to vote." The practice is, that 
no man is challenged. In my message to the legislature, I stated that a foreigner or a 
minor could vote at the polls without being challenged. And, as an evidence of what 
that law is, I will say further that a man is not allowed to go within a certain number 
of feet of the polls, unless when he goes up to deposit his ballot; I think it is within 
thirty feet of the polls. The practice is, that no man, whoever he may be, minor, for- 
eigner, alien, or non-resident, can be challenged at the polls in Alabama, without sub- 
jecting the challenger to the penalty of the law. 

Question. Suppose you were to challenge an unregistered man, and give as a reasou 
for your challenge that he was not registered— do you believe you would be liable to 
an indictment for misdemeanor under this act of the legislature ? 

Answer. That is a legal question. 

Question. Well, that is the question we are now examining. 

Answer. I think, under the letter of the statute, I clearly would be liable to indict 
ment. 

Question. Whether the man was an elector or not ? ' 

Anstccr. I do not care who he is. ^ 

Question. Do you suppose that that law will be repealed? You say that you have 
recommended in your message that the legislature should repeal it. 

Answer. I do not think it will be repealed at the next session of the legislature. 

Question. Are the nine hundr<?d men who are said to have voted upon Stanton's road 
upon an illegal registration liable to be indicted, assuming that their registration was 
illegal ? 

A.iswir I think they are. 

Question. Have they been prosecuted ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Nonti of them ? 

Answer. Not that I am aware of. 

Question. Suppose .they were convicted, would the penalty be imprisonment in the 
penitentiary^ ? 

Atmcer. I think so, for two years. Here is the law ; section 11 of the law in regard 
to registration provides: " That any person who shall knowingly and corruptly take 
the oath required in section four of this act shall be deemed guilty of a felonv, and 
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lipoid conviction be imprisoned in the penitentiary for not less than two nor more than 
tea years, at the discretion of the eonrt." 

QacMion. Would Mr. Stanton be held liable as an accessory to that felony ? 

A)(i^(rcT. It is a statntory election crime; Ldo not know to what extent the law in 
rc^jird to accessories \vonld apply; I do not know Avhether the hiw would a])ply to 
him or not. '1 lie section I hiive read is coniincd to those who take a false oath. He 
rni^ht be held .i^nilty of misdemeanor. 

(^hitstlou. I think that a man who procnres another to commit a felony wonld bo 
indictable nudei- tlie common law. 

JuHirey. If it had been made the crime of pt'rjnry, then I think he wonld le,ixally ha\ e 
b«'en held an accessory : but the simi)le fact that the statute designates the crime and 
prescribes the i)iinishment 1 think makes it donbtful. 

(^hfO'tiion. You spoke of an instance in which you defended some colored men vAio 
wt'ut in disguise and whi})i)ed om? ol' their own race. l>id you sn^jpose them to be 
members of the Kn-Klnx organization ? 

A)isivcr. No. sir ; they were just sim[>ly in disguise. 1 do not think there was any 
Kn-Klux organization at that time. 

(huxtioii. Did you have any idea that the Dorman case was an act iierpetrated by the 
Kn-Klux f 

Airsner. I'he rei)oit from my recording secretary states that the parties in the case 
were not in disguis(\ 

Qiic^'^tion. You do not considiT that a Ku-Klux case ? 
Jn.sicir. No, sir. 

Qi((\st'ion. Was the affidavit of ^Mr. Dorman in writing? 
Ansi'-er. By om- statute it was required to be in writing. 

(JiKstiou. ])id yon not say that he stated in that affKlavit that th(\v were in 
disguise ? 

A}if:trcr. I cannot say what he stated in th<' affidavit. I think I stated tliat all I 
knew Was what I obtained from my rec(u<liug .seeK iary. 

Quvsl'ton, It was stated in the re})ort of your reeording secreTtiry that leading nr-ru- 
bers of the bar and leading citizens c;ime forward and lestitied in regard to the Dor- 
man ease. 

Auxnrr. Thvy testified only as to the C'lrristia'i cliarai'ter and r(\sj)eetab:lity of ?,Ir. 
Howe; I understand that to be the stalement of xlw. recnrding secn ta)y. 

(^hiv.siiou. I understand it much more broadly: but it will show tor itself. 

Aioiictr. That is my recollection. I do not iviiow vdio lestiilrd in the court ; I tLink 
I was absent from Montgomery at the time t!ie trial took phiec. 

Qnctiiion. In the ease of Ilollowell it was .stated in the re] oir of the seen-tai-y that 
several witnesses said that Mr. Ilollowell was not robbed; were any persons identifitd 
who were })resent at the tinu' the outrage was connnitted upon Ilollowell ■ 

A)hiivir. 1 know nothing of the Uialter further than is stated in the report of the re- 
cording secretary. 

Qncsiion. How aiv yon able to understand that men can testify that Ilollowell was 
not robbed, when they were not there to know ? 

Ansivtr, I can give no explanation further than by reference to the report of the sec- 
retary. 

Qacfilion. You stated that when yon sent that circular of yours to the district attor- 
ney he expressed some surprise upon rc^eeiving it. I would like to know the groand 
of his surprise. 

AihsHir. He was the district attorn.(;y ; hisoflice was within a cou{)le of s<iuarcs of the 
capitol. ]My i>rivate secretary, who copied the circular, transmitted it to him throngh 
the post otlice. In his reply to me he alluded to that fact. I do not know of any other 
reason why he was surprised ; I cannot search all the windings and sinuosities of his 
imagination. I will state why 1 addressed the letter to him I regret very much that 
I have not a copy of my letter here ; 1 thought 1 had. I was de sirous of l)ringiug all 
the facts before this committee tliat I conld obtain: I v»'as desirous of getting at tlie 
truth in connection with any outrages that had be en committed within the knowledge 
of the i)ersons to whom I addressed that cii cular. I believed th;it the district attorm^y, 
the solicitor of Montgomery County, and other men, whose names I now forget, would 
be able to furnish me with a statemen.t ef the tacts in regard to ;uiy instances witii.n 
their knowledge. And I also .said that I wonld immediati ly send my recording secre- 
tary, w ho has not much other work to perform, to investigate and jeport iu regard to 
the facts, just as I did in the Dorman case. 

Qu(.^t}on. What is the name of that district attorney ? 

Ansucr, I think his name is Judge John Minnis. 

(Question. What is his address ? 

A)isicri\ Montgomery. 

Qiu-siiu)}. Do you recollect whether he assigns as a reason for his sur])ri80 that you 
shouhl h.ave been ignorant of the existence of such outrages in ureat numbers in the 
State? 
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Answer. I do uot think lie expressed auy surprise of that kind. The fact is, I waa 
surprised at his expression of surprise. I neglected to bring the letter with me ; I have 
it i)nt on record, and I shall be glad to furnish it to the comraittfee. 

Question. You said that the Harper dase was the result of^ private foud. Do you 
consider that a Ku-KhiX crime f 

Anmer No, sir; it is not so considered. 

Question. Did you consider the McGregor case a Ku-IOux crime ? 
Answer, No, sir; the Ku-Klnx had nothing to do with it, so far as I am informed. 
Qncstion. You have not, then, named any case to us that was properly a Ku-Klux 
case ? 

Answer. There was one case I was asked about ; that was the hanging of the three 
negroes in Tuscumbia ; they w^ero hung by disguised men. 
Question. For burning a school building ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that was my information j I did not see them either before or after 
they were liung. 

Question. That is the only Ku-Klux case you know of? u 
Answer. I have heard of others, but I cannot locate them now. That case occurred ' 
in my own county. 

Question. You say there is a stringent law on the statute-book of Alabama, now, 
against this parading of men in disguise ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; very stringent. 
Question. Has that law been repealed ? 
Answer. No, sir; it is on the statute-book still. 
Question. Has there ever been a conviction under it ? 

Ansiver. I mentioned one case, from some of the lower counties of Alabama, which 
was carried up to the supreme court and the decision reversed. 
Question. The decision was reversed because the men were not disguised ? 
Answer. Because the men were not disguised. 

Question. In that law there is a provision for a recovery against the county? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiion. Has any such recovery yet been obtained? 

Answer. None, with this exception. I know of one or two cases prosecuted by the 
solicitor of Lauderdale County ; he is prosecuting them with a very great deal of 
energy ; a confederate soldier, and a hot-headed democrat at that ; he says he will re- 
cover ; 1 heard him say so myself. 

Question. Did you ever talk with N. B. Forrest upon the subject of these Ku-Klux 
outrages ? 

Answer. No, sir; I do not think I ever had a conversation with General Forrest with 
regard to Ku-Kluxism. He was a resident of tht^ State of Tennessee up to within the 
last eighteen months, when he removed to Alabama to sui)erinteud the building of his 
road. I have spoken. frequently to General Forrest upon the subject of lawlessness, 
and he has universally condemned it. 

Question. Have there been any eases of the kiiid upon the line of his road? 

Answer. None unless the difficulties in Greene County ; that is upon the line of his 
road. 

(^lestion. Yow do not know of work on his road being disturbed by bands of disguised 
men attacking his w^orkmen ? 

Answer. 1 1^ ink not ; I do not think they would venture upon that sort of field. 

Question. Did you ever hear,* before the war, of crimes committed in Alabama, at night, 
by disguised men, such as are now alleged to have been committed by Ku-Klux orgail- 
izations ? 

Ansicer. 1 do not think I remember any. 

Question. You do not remember to have heard before the war of men going in dis- 
guise to people's houses, and taking them out and maltreating them? 
Ansiver. I have no recollection of it. 

Quesiion. It is something that has sprung up since the reconstruction acts ? 
Answer. I do not know when it sprung up; I cannot fix the time when I first heaixl 
of it. It has been since the wftr. 

Question. Then it is not an old mode of proceeding with Alabamians ? 
Answer. I think not ; I am positive not. 

Question. Do you know anything of a district attorney who was murdered, Mr. 
Boyd ? 

Answer. A county sohcitor; T know nothing about him. 

Question. You do not know whether he was a man of good or bad character? 

uinsw<'r. I do not know anything about his character. 

Question. You stated that you did not believe the disguise now used was a part of 
the Ku-Klux organization. What did you mean by that ? 

Answer. I meant simply this: As I understand the charge with regard to Ku-Kluxism 
it is that it is a regularly organized body of men, operating over a large extent of terri- 
tory, under rules and leaders and officers; that has been alleged generally as the character 
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of the orp^anization ; and that their acts were pursuant to orders from headquarters, or 
head-centers, or cyclops, whatever they calknl them ; that 1 understand to he alleged 
as the character of the organization. 1 stated that these disguised hands, or bodies, or 
mimhcrs of men, who have committed outrages for the last two or three years have 
not been actuated at all* by any rules of any organization, but that they were got up 
for a special and immediate i)urpose ; for personal revenge, or the commission of crime ; 
I might say extemx)orized for that pur])ose, in order that they might be more secure 
from the ])enalties of the law. * I stated that they adopted that means because there 
was no other means at their disposal for the conmiission of crime so safe as that of a 
disguise ; they adopted the disguise sim])ly to evade the law officers. 

(Jucstiou. You mean, then, that the Ku-Klux organization di<l ado]it a disguise? 

J[».s'?rfr. It is cliargcd that they adopted a disguise; I know nothing about it furth(^r 
than that. As I said before, I never saw but four or live men in <lisguise in my hi!- ; 
they passed along the streets of my town ; I did not know where they came from, nor 
do I know where they went ; l)ut tliere was no crime committed at that time. 

Qnvsthu. Then do I uuderst-'md you as expr(!ssing the l)elief that the int rochiction of 
this disguise as a cloak for crime is attributable to the Ku-Klux organization ; that it 
did not exist befor(^ ? 

Ansiar. I should say it was an olispring of the original ado])tion of the disguise. 

Question. 1 understand you to say they were the fust who did adopt it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; and it is now adopted by very bad men who have at stalvc neither 
the interest of connnunities nor of individuals, nor of themselves, There is to day not 
a man in Alabama who does not rejoice when one of them is shot, not a resjiectable 
citizen. I know that from occurrences said to liavc taken place in the State of iMissis- 
sippi. One or two of them were shot who went over there in disguise and committed 
crimes, and the general ex])ression was, *• We are glad of it ; if one or two more were 
shot it might i)ut a stop to it." 

Question. Do you know ariything of a i)arty of men having gone from Alabama over 
to Meridian, ]Mississipi)i, to take i)art in the riot there ! 

/insirer. 1 do not. 

QtKstion. Has there hoou any investigation of that matter? 

Ausner. Xon(; ; further than whnt I understood (Tovernor Alcorn instituted 

Question, I mean in your Stat<'. 

An.'^iver. Meridian is twenty miles from our State. 

Question. Are you aware that it is charged that a deputy sherilf from Alabama went 
over there ? 

Ansnrr. I never heard of that before. 

Question. Do you consider the colored p<M)ple and white jieople of Oreene County as 
being on terms of kindly feeling ? 

Ansiver. I really have no i)ersonal knowledge of the matter inquired of. I have heard 
that the feeling existing there between the races was very good now. much better than 
it had been. 

Que^-tion. You have heard of the assassination of ^Ir. Uoyd, the county solicitor? 

Answer. 1 have heard <^)f it. 

Question. Have you investigated that ease ? 

Answer. Xo, sir; it occurred before I cam<^ into the office of governor. 

Question. Did all those cases which you have ordered your recording secretary to in- 
vestigate occur since you came into office ? 

Answer. Yes, sj.r, and my attention was drawn to them. AVhenever I received any 
notlhcation of an occurrence of the kind alleged. I have invarialdy sought to investi- 
gate it where it was practicable. There iwo one or two instances that I have only in- 
directly received information of that I have not be(Mi able to iTn'estigate. I allude to 
that mentioned by Judge Minnis in his connnunication. I was sick in bed for tw o 
we<'ks uiuler medical treatment before I left for \Vashington ; but I shall investigate 
that case when I retm-n. And in this connection I may say, that the administration 
of the criminal laws of Alabama is intrusted entirely to the judiciary, from the c<mrt 
of incpiiry up to the supreme court. The power of the executive to enforce the laws 
is only where there is a combination to resist the government and the laws. 'J he mere 
bringing of criminals io just ice is entirely beyond the duties of the executiv(S it is 
intrusted to the slu^rifF and the constables of tln^ county, and to the courts. Still, as 
a general supervisor of the entire affairs of the State, I feel it to be my duty on evt ry 
occasion to ferret out crime where there is any dereliction of dutj' on the part of tLe 
officers. I have addressed a very peremptory letter to some of the solicitor^. I have; 
recomm(^nded in my message to the legislature a return to tin; old system of circuit 
attorneys, with a view of being able to c<unmand the services of men not only of respect- 
able tale nt, l)ut of weight and standing in the conmmnity ; sd that by the inlhience^ of 
their talents and their social respectability they would overaw<^ the desperadoes iuu\ 
lawless men of the country. The legislature, however, did not adopt that reeiMumend- 
ation, sinq)ly because there was an antagonism between the senate, which held over 
and the house of representatives, upon those matters pertaining t(» legishuion which 
had occurred in a former legislature when that senate ^\as a part of it. 
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Quesiion. Do you know how many of these young and inferior attorneys there are in 
your State ? 
Amwcr. One in every county. 

Owes/ They are all young and inferior ? x, ^ ^ , 

Answer. There are exceptions ; but as a rule they are young men ; the lees of the 

office would not pay then- board. 

Ques/ioH. Are you acquainted with them ? , ^ 

Ansivtr, I am acquainted with a great many of them. The one m Iranklm County 

1 do not suppose knew the first principle of law ; however, I believe he has resigned. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Would you not consider it your duty as governor, where the local authori- 
ties were remiss, or supposed to be in complicity with lawlessness, to send some judge 
or other officer there to make an investigation ? 

Answer. The law divides our State into circuits, and assigns a judge to each circuit y 
that judge is only cognizant of the criminal cases within his circuit ; his jurisdiction is 
limited to his circuit. 

Question. Cannot a district judge in Alabama issue a warrant against a criminal, to 
run in any county of the State ? 

Amwer. Yes, sir; any judge can issue a warrant. 

Question. To run in any county ? 

Auswer. Yes, sir ; and I suppose a judge of the supreme court could also do so. 
Question. A local magistrate could not do it ? 

Ariswcr. I believe his jurisdiction is confined to his own county. As soon as an affi- 
davit is made of the commission of a crime within the jurisdiction of a magistrate ho 
can issue his warrant, and that warrant can go to any part of the State. 

By the Ciiaiiiiman, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question. And the party can be arrested anywhere on that w^arrant ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question, Upon the warrant of a magistrate ? 

Aimcer. Yes, sir, if the otfense has been committed within his jurisdiction ; that is 
my recollection of the law ; the warrant is addressed to any sheriff in the State. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. You were asked by Senator Pool if the disqualifications imposed by tho 
constitution of the State of Alabama upon white men in Alabama were not limited to 
those imposed by the fourteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of tho 
United States. I will ask you whether or not those men were prevented by the con- 
stitution of Alabama not only from holding an office, but also from voting ; I mean those* 
men who were disqualified from holding office alone by the fourteenth amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States ? Does not your constitution disqualify them 
from voting, as well as from holding office, and thereby does it not go further than tho 
fourteenth amendment ? 

Answer. I understood Senator Pool's question to bo whether the disqualifying clauses 
of tho constitution of Alabama were similar to those contained in the amendment ti\ 
•the Constitution of the United States and the reconstruction measures, aiul my auswer 
wa8 that I thought so. 

Question. Now I ask you whether or not the disqualifications in your constitution do 
not go beyond the disqualifications imposed by the fourteenth article of amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they go beyond the fourteenth amendment of the Constitution of 
the United States. 

Question. By disfranchising men from voting, as well as by preventing them frouj^ 
holding otGce ? 

Aiiswer. Yes, sir; and that was the fact under the reconstruction measures. 

Question. Let me read from tho constitution of Alabama tho qualification of persons for 
voting and holdipg office : " It shall bo the duty of tho general assembly to provide, from 
time to time, for the registration of all electors ; but the folldwing class of persons shall 
not bo permitted to register, vote, or holdoffice : 1st. Those who, during the late rebellion, 
inflicted, or caused to be inflicted, auy cruel or unusual punishment upon any soldier, 
sailor, nuirine, employd or citizen of the United States, or who in any other way violated 
tho rules of civilized warfare. 2d. Tho8<^ who may be disqualified from holding office by 
the proposed amendment to the Constitution of the United States known as 'Article 
XIV,' and those who have been disqualified from registering to vote for delegates to 
the convention to frame a coustitutiou for the State of Alabama, under the act of Con- 
gress * to provide for tho more efficient government of the rebel States/ passed by Con- 
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gross March 2, 18G7, and the act supplementary thereto, except such persons as aichnl in 
the reconstnictiou proposed by Congfvss, and accept the political equality of all men 
before the law : Provldcch That the general assembly shall have powei- to remove the 
disabilities incurred under this clause," 6cc. 

Ansivei\ Let me read also a x^ortion of the oath prescribed by the constitution of Ala- 
bama. It is as follows: That I will never countenance or aid iu the secession of this 
State froui (he United vStates ; tliat I accept the civil and i>olitical equality of all uun\, 
and a.ijjree not to attempt to <lep] ive any ]>ersoii or ])ersoiis, ou account of race, color, 
or previous condition, of any political or civil right, i)rivilege or innnunity enjoyed by 
any other class of men ; and furthermore that I will not iu any way injure, or counte- 
nance in others any attempt to injure, any person or persons on a('Ci)unt of past or 
present su})port of the Governnu'iit of the United States, the laws of the United States, 
or the principle of the political and civil e(iuality of all invu, or for affiliation with any 
political party.'' 

Question. What I w^ant to get at is this : Did not the ju'cph^ of Alabama sc^rionsly ob- 
ject to and ])rotest against having a constitution that they ha<l rejected forced iipou 
them by Congress ins})ite of tliat rejection ? That constitution went ('vcn beyond tin) 
l)ropose<l fourteenth amendm(;nt, and made those who toak that ojith agree forever af- 
terward not to artemi)t to deprive any i)crs{)n or [lersons, on account of their lace, 
color, or previous eondition, of any ])oIitical (u- civil right, privilege, or imnnmity eu- 
joy<'d by any other class of men. Was not that a serious objection they nnide to it, at 
a time when political rights had not been confernvl n]K>n colored men 

^i)i-sH'er. That artich^ and section embraced I he chief and almost the only ground of 
objection to the constitution as ]»ro])osed by the convention that f;amed i( ; the i)eopIe 
of Alabama were very bitterly oi)pos(Ml to it on that acc<.)uiit. 

(Juc-stioii. I will ask you whether or not that very clause that bound them to agree 
never afterward to ;ittenq)t to dei)rive any ixM'son on account of his rac(\ coh)r, or i)re- 
vious condition, of any political right enjoyed by any other class of men, was not 
regarded as especially obnoxious, as binding them to (lo things in the future that no 
other State was hound to do ? 

An.^urr. I do not know whether they dwelt espcH'ially upon that or any other clause of 
that article. Jhit I may say that as a whole 1 knew of no white man of int<'lligence in 
the State of Alabama that did m)t ol)ject to that clause of the constitution iu all its 
features, and that u\)on that clause in all its features they niad(* th(^ contest. 

Question. Did or not the State of Alabama innnediately after the war, when the thir- 
teenth amenduK^nt was submitted to her, re])enl her ordinance of secession, and also 
vote for the ratilication of the thirteenth amendment 

A us we)'. Yes, sir. 

Question. And was not the State of Alabama counted as one (»f the States voting for 
the thirteenth ain<'udinent when its ratilication was proclaimed ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I was on. the committee of federal relations that reported that 
amendment. 

Question. That was bcibre any negro vote ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Has not your legislature so changed the laws as to allow those under politi- 
cal disabilities now to vote in Alabama ? 

Ansivcr. Yes, sir; all men are now allowed to vote. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. The legislature put that matter right about voting? 
Answer. They did. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. You Avere asked as to the coniparativ(^ kno\vledge of yourself and Governor 
Parsons in regard to the state of feeling in Alabama; 1 will ask you ^\ hether or not 
Governor Parsons — Lewis E. Parsons, I mean — would not himself be more likely to have 
the cold-shoulder turned towards him than any other political man in Alabama to-day 
in consequence of his i>ast course ? or 1 will put it in this form: is he not specially 
odious to the people of Alabama / you can answer the question in that form. 

Answer. I can answer it in any form. 

Question. Well, answer the question. 

Answer. I think that Lewis E. Parsons is the most nnpopullir man to-day in the State 
of Alabama. 

(Question. Eegardless of race, color, or previous condition ! 

Answer. I do not conline his unpopularity to the democratic party or to the repub- 
lican ])arty, but 1 take the State at large. I'erhaps I may be permitted to give a reason, 
as this is to go on record. 

Question. Belbre you give your reason I will ask you whether or not Lewis E. Parsons, 
Avas not one of the most bitter and denunciatory men in the State against the repub- 
lican party and all its measures until Andrew Johnson went out of power and General 
Grant was inaugurated ? 
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Answer. Tho democratic party to-day consider that Lewis E; Parsons was one of the 
chief agents in leading them into difiiciilties by his counseling non-action and the with- 
holding of candidates in the contest when the constitution was voted upon ; that he 
w^as a zealot in his opposition, and par excellence a leader of the democratic party in 
oi)positiou to the reconstruction mtuisures; that he was one of the strongest advocates 
of the democratic ticket in the presidential contest; that ho counseled by telegraph 
from Washington the rejection of the fourteenth constitutional amendment, as I under- 
stand ; and did many other things that the democratic party at that time, as I con- 
ceived, unfortunately accepted. When ho had got them into that condition he suddenly 
turned around and became one of their most bitter adversaries. 

Question. Was he not the chairman of tho Alabama delegation in the New York demo- 
cratic convention in 18G8 ? 

Aimvcr. He was ; I was not present, but that is my understanding. 

Question. Was ho not as dcmunciatory of the acts of the republican party up to the 
time of General Grant's election as any man you heard of in tho State of Alabama ? 

Answer. lie was ; 1 heard him make a Hi)eech in ilobile to that ettect. * 

Question. Do you know whether or not he renuiiucd here in Washington during the 
time of the attempted enforcement by Congress of the constitution of Alabama upon 
tho people, as one who was urging and leading the opposition to it in every form ho 
could ? 

Answer. I do not remember anything with regard to his movements at that time. 

Question. Is it not generally believed by the i)eoplo of Alabama (I do not ask you for 
your own opinion) that his conversion to republicanism, after General Grant came into 
power, was for the purpose of enabling him to i)ut money into his own pocket ? I do 
not want your own opinion, but what is the belief of the people of Alabama! ^ 

Answer. The belief of the people of Alabama is that he was actuated by interested 
and selfish motives. 

By :Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Can you give us a few points of his Mobile speech ? 

Answer. I do not remember the points of his speech ; tho general point was denuncia- 
tion of the action of the republican party toward the South. 
Question. What was the date of that speech ? 

Answer. My impression is that it was in February, 1868, but I Avill not speak with 
positiveness about that ; it was in February or the beginning of March, 18t)?^. I am 
guided by another recollection which satisfies me that it was ])ri()r to the presidentiiil 
election, from the simple fact that I dined with ISIr. Forsythe, himself, and others. I 
said something laudatory of Andrew Johnson, and I remember he got up with a great 
deal of enthusiasm, caught me by the hand, and thanked mo for the expression of my 
sentiments j and I do not think he would have done that when Joiuison was out ot 
power. 

Question. AVere you present at tho trial which was brought for the recovery of the 
books and papers of the executive office in Montgomery ? • 
Answer. I was. 

Question. Governor Parsons says here that he was not present, but ho understood 
from Governor Smith that during that trial from day to da3", immediately in the rear 
of Smith's seat, was densely packed a body of men, strangers in the community, and who 
had arms on their persons. 

Answer. There is not a word of truth in that. 

Question. If I understood your examination yesterday, you said that at that time 
there were certain meetings in. Montgomery that brought an unusual crowd of straii- 
gers there. 

Answer. A meeting of the grand lodge and the Methodist conference. 
Question. Was the legislature in session also ? 
Ansive)'. Yes, sir. 

(Question. Ordinarily there would have been a large collection of strangers? 

Answer. No, sir; I do not think there was an armed man; none in the court-house. ' 
There was very little excitement ; the court-house v^as not crowded. I know of no 
arms being seen or used, or threatened to bo used, during that contest, with one excep- 
tion, and that was by an ally of Governor Smith, who walked with his pistol under liislitt le 
cloak behind General Clanton. General Clanton suspected him because of his former 
reputation, and went up to him in the secretary of state's office, took hold of his cloak, 
threw it off, and took his pistol from under liis arm, and' then cursed him ; he then 
handed his loaded pistol back to him, telling him that he was too cowardly to shoot 
imybody. That was tho only thing of tho kind that occurred during the whole excite- 
ment, as they called it, in Montgomery. 

By Mr. Coburx ; 
Question. Are you on good terms with Governor Parsons ? 
Answer. I have not seen Governor Parsons to speak to him sinco this affair. 
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Qnefition. Was be the principal couiisel iii tliat lawsuit to prevent you from taking 
the office of goA'crnor ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Was he not one of the counsel? 

Answer. He Avas one of the counsel ; but he was off at Washington trying to get an 
injunction. 

Question. At Washington ? 

Aus-H-er. It A^ as reported be Avas at Washington ; he may have been in Savannah. 

Question. You have had no personal altercation Avith him ? 

Answer. Not in my life. 

Question. Are you on good terms Avith him ? 

Ansu'er. No more than to-day. 

Question. Have you been on terms of frieudshir,) Avith liim ? 
Answa'. Never met him to speak to him since the contest. 
Question. \low near to him do you live f 

Answer. Montgomery is one hundred and twenty miles from my house. 
Question. Have you ever met him ? 

Answer. I do not thinlv I ever nu^t him. But to settle the matter I Avill say that I 
would not s])eak to him if I did meet him. 
Question. Have you any feeling against him ? 
/Inswer. Not a bit. 
Question. Why not speak to him ? 

Answer. Because I do not think he is Avorthy of b(Mng spoken to. 

Question. ISomething has been said about the rep(^al of the hiAV disqualifying certain 
persons from A oting ? 

^inswer. If you will allow me — I regret to sp(\ak of thesis things, but the question has 
been pnt to me — if you Avill allow me to exjdain my reasons. 

Question. If you desire, certainly. 

Answer. I desire to say that Lewis E. Parsons was the chief eonnsel in all this oppo- 
sition on the ]iart of Governor ►Smith to my admission to oftice. I 1)elieve if it had not 
b<'en for him William H. Smith Avonld not have hesitated for one moment to acknoAv- 
ledge my election. Therefore, iis a public man, and re])resenting 7''^,0(lO votes, I do not 
consider that I ought to speak to Lewis L. Parsons, or recognize him as ])eing Avorthy 
of being s])oken to. 

Question. You testitied as to the repeal of certain provisions, disqualifying persons 
ji'om A oting ? 

Answer. The legislatnrr' repealed that dis(pialilication. 
Question. What Avas that legislature ? 

Answer. It Avas a r(^])ublican legislature; the sanie that Avas elcct<Ml Avhen the con- 
stitution Avas adopted. 

(Question. How long ago Avas that repeal ? 

Answer. I think it was in l^iVJ; I do not remember the date. At all CA^ents', it Avas 
before the last election, and Ave were A'cry glad of it, and thanked the legislature for 
doing it. 

Question. You say that the people of the South, of Alabama, are a A'cry generous, 
im])ulsive, and forgiving i)eo])le. Do you think they Inive ever forgiAcn the Union 
peoph' of this conntry for defeating them in the rebellion ? 

Answer. Entirely. 

Question. They baA^e got OA'cr all that ? 
Answer. Pretty well. 

Question. You say they are a \'ery grateful people. Do you consider they haA^e been 
xevy gratefnl because they Avere not i)nnished when the Avar Avas over ? 
Answer. That is a A-ery Aristidean question. 

Question. I Avant to kuoAv Avhat they are grateful for, whether it is for that or for 
their haA'ing got exactly all th(\v Avanted. 

Answer. 1 spoke of them in that connection 

By Mr. VaxTruaip: 
Question. You spoke of that as their general characteristic ? 

Ansicer. I said they Avimld be grateful to yon for a jciudly act. What I meant was 
this, that AvliencA'cr the Government of the United States remoA'cd the disabilities of 
the ])eople of Alabama, they Avoubl feel a gratitnde that would bind them still stronger 
to the GoA'crnment of the Ignited States. If you Avill remember, that Avas the connec- 
tion in Avhicli I used the phrase. 

By Mr. Conur.x : 

Question. So nuich Avas said that I do not recollect all of it. My lecollection is, that 
you testified that they Avere grateful for Avhat had been done, or Avliat Avould be done. 
I wanted to know Aviiat they AV(;re gi'atefnl for so far,- Avhether they were grateful for 
anything so far in connection Avitli their treatment by the Government. 
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Answer, I will illustrate: \Vlion Audrew Johnson issued his last proclamatiou of 
amnesty, we were grateful and welcomed it. If the Government of the United States 
would to-morrow pass a law removing all disabilities, and i^lace all the citizens of the 
South upon an equal footing with all the citizens of other sections of the Union, they 
would be exceedingly grateful. And I now repeat, that not only would they be 
^rateful, but that gratitude would have a tendency to bring us all closer together. I 
believe it would remove any remaining barriers to that harmony aud concord of 
feeling that should bind together the people, not of one section, but of all sections of 
the United States. 

Qucaiion, How many people in Alabama do yon suppose are disqualified by reason of 
the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States ? 

Answer. I do not think I could approximate the number ; the number is very large 
in Alabama, for the simple reason that the tenure of office there was much shorter 
than in most of the Southern States. 

By Mr. Yxs Trump: 
Question, The tenure of office before the war ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. For example, the governor is elected for only two years in that 
State, while in some of the other States he is elected for four years. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. How lon^ is the terra of your justices of the peace? 

Answer. It has varied; I think it is now for one year. Our circuit judges are elected 
for six years, and our members of the legislature before the war were elected for only 
one session. 

Question. How many justices of the peace have you in Alabama? 
Ansiver. I cannot approximate ; I reckon there are 1,500 or 2,000 ; I should say 2,000 
was an underestimate. 

By the Chairm.vn, (I\Ir. Poland :) 
Question. You have spoken in reference to the legislation of your State concerning 
railroads, and also in regard to some alleged misconduct of Governor Smith under that 
legislation. Has either that legislation or the action of the governor under it ever 
been made the occasion, or ever been made the pretext, for any lawless acts in your State, 
to your knowledge? Have there been any acts of violence or disorder growing out of 
those things ? 

Answer, i^o, sir; I know of no act of violence arising out of the bond question. 
Question. Nor in relation to the legislation on that subject ? 

Ansivei\ I know of no act of violence growing out of legislation in regard to railroads. 
Question. So that whatever acts of violence or disorder may have been committed in 
your State, they are not traceable to that ? 
Ans^rer. No, sir. 

Question. Now, in relation to this Methodist phase of the subject ; you are aware " 
that a considerable number of years ago that portion of the Methodist Church in the 
South went ofl;' into a separate organization, and called itself the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did that division of the church grow out of any difference at all in refer- > 
ence to religious questions ; was it any theological difference ? ^ 
Answer. I am not conversant with that subject. 

Question. What was the subject that divided the Methodist Church into two parts at 
that time ? 

Anm-er. I must confess my ignorance upon that subject. The only difficulty that 
ever I knew connected with it was through the law, aud that was in regard to the Book 
Concern. 

Question. Do you not know, as a matter of general history of the time, that it was 
in reference to the subject of slavery ? ^ 

Ansicer. Oh, yes, sir; I know that that was a cause of contention and disagreement. 

Question. And it was upon that matter that the church divided into two organiza- 
tions ? Yon have never underwood, have you, that there was any difference between 
the Methodist Church North and the Methodist Church South as to their theology, or 
religious doctrines and opinions ? 

Answer. I confess my ignorance u}}Ou that i^oint. 

Question. You have never understood that there was any difference between them 
except growing out of slavery ? 

Answer. I know, being reminded of it* now, that slavery was a cause of difference, 
and in all likelihood the cause of their separation. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Was it not the fact that in the general conference a resolution or ordinance 
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^\-as adopted by tbo Methodist northern members ostracizing a southern bishop for 
owning skives ? 

Ju^wer. I do not recollect that. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 
(^hiestiotL >^ince the war, the Methodist Chnrch Xorth, or the Methodist Episcopal 
Chnreh. as they call themselves, have undertaken to set up their organization in your 
State? 

JnHiccr, That is my understanding. 

^Jtustion, And to induce Methodists in your State to connect themselves with the 
northern organization, or the general organization, as they call it : and this Mr. Lakiu, 
of whom you have spoken, and who has been a witness here, went down there to sujier- 
intend the movement in your State on the part of the ^Methodist Episcopal Church ? 

AnHurr. He cam(^ there, as I understand for the })urpose of establishing the Northern 
M<»thodist Church, but whether to superintend it or uot I am not able to say. 

Quesiion. Did you not understand that he was the leading man in that movement? 

Juswer. I do uot know anything about his ])osition. I know he was considered a 
leading man in his activity in furtlieriug that object. 

Qiu'stion. Do you know, or have you ever heard, anything against the character of 
^Ir. Lakin as an earnest Christian manf 

Ansircr. Well, I have heard so many things about him that sounded so unchristian , 

(^>H(:stlO)l, What have yoivever h(!ard about him that was derogatory to his Christian 
character i 

JuHivcr. So far as his personal character is concerned — his freedom from the commis- 
sion of crime — I have no reason to make any charge. 

Qucsilon. Wh:it have you ever heard of his saying or doing in your State that was 
derogatory to him as a Christian ministei' f 

Amn'ir. Jn the communities in which I have been, and heard him spoken of, I have 
gen(M'ally heard the exi)ressiou that he was a very bad and dangerous man ; that ho 
was fomenting disturbances between the races in his efforts to establish this Northern 
Methodist Church. That is about the extent and substance of what I have heard about 
him. 

(Ju('.sii07i. Can you give anything more specific than that ? 

.Uiyinr. Nothing at all, further than general hearsay. 1 am not acquainted with the 
man further than a i)assing introduction. 

Qnci^tfon. llavi^ you lieaid any tiling more said in reference to him and his efforts 
than this: that he was as^^^iduous and earnest in endeavoring to get ^lethodists in your 
State and Methodist churches also, to attach themselves to the northern organization ? 

^)».sHTr. That is alleged to be his chief object. 

(Jncstion. Have you ever ht-ard anything about his efforts there beyond that ? 
.i?/.s'H-cr. Not sei)arated from that. 

Question, Have you ever heard of his saying or doing anything in furtherance of that 
object that was derogatory to his Christian character, unless the object itself was 
derogatory ? 

Jnsiirr. Well. Christian character is a conventional term. The manner iuAvhichyou 
pul your question re(iuires that I should l)e a little more lengthy in my reply. 
(Juciiiion. Take all the time you want. 

Ansicc)\ We consider it derogatory to a Christian character, even for the advance- 
ment of the church, to raise antagonism in conununities ; to advance the church at the 
expense of social peace ; to advance Christianity at the expense of hannony between 
the two races that existed in the South. We consider that entirely contrary to Chris- 
tian character, no matter what the object, even the advancement of the Cross. Wo 
consider Mr. Lakin was ^u un<'hristiau man, because he used his zeal and all his etlbrts 
to advance his church l)y persuading the negroes of the South that the white men of 
the South were tlu'ir adversaries. 

Questiou. Do you know, or have you heard, of his trying to foment any differences 
l>etwecn the races ] Were his efforts any more to get colored men to attach themselves 
to the Methodist Church North than to get white men to do so ? 

Answer, I cannot sjx'ak specially upon that subject. 

Qnestiou. Was it not a general etlbrt to attach Methodist churches and Methodist x)eo- 
ple of your State to th(^ northeni organization instead of to the southern ? 

Answer. Judging from his success I should conclude that his efforts were directed 
not only principally, ])ut almost exclusively, to the colored race. I must confess that I 
know of no white congregation, nor of any white x)erson, in the entire valley of the 
Tennessee — and there is a large population'there — that belongs to the Northern Metho 
dist Church. There may bc*in Huiitsville; if there is, I am not aware of it. I stated 
yesterday that 1 understood that he had established three churches in the mountain 
regions of North Alabama, somewhere between Blount and Winston Counties, but that 
those oi'ganizations had subsequently dissolved, within the last six months ; but that 
is only hearsay. 
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Qucsilon. I think Mr. Latin stated hero tliat tliere ^ye^e seventy circuit preachers and 
one hundred an<l fifty local preachers under him. 
AnHW€)\ In that State ? 

Question. Yes ; and that many of the local preachers were colored men ? 

Atmver. I have no doubt of that ; one of the best colored friends I have in the State 
of Alabama is a local preacher of tho Northern Methodist Church. 

Question. Have you ever heard of any Slethodist ministers who had attached them- 
selves to this northern organization, or were preaching for that organization, being 
6n])jeet to any acts of violence, except the JNIr. Dorman to whom you referred ? 

Answer. 1 know of no others. 

Question. If there were any acts of violence committed upon any others than this Dor- 
man, so far as you know, it was not on account of any bad character of theirs ? 

Ansnir. 1 know of none having been mistreated at all ; there may have been, but I 
do not recollect them. 

Question. This Sir. Lakin j-epresented to us that several attacks, or several attempts, 
and persistent attempts, had been made to take his life. Do you believe that, because 
of an effort to establish this Methodist organization in the South in connection with 
the Methodist Church North, the people of Alabama, to any extent, or anybody there, 
would undertake to kill him ? 

Answer. I do not. I live in Sir. Lakins^s section, and I never heard, until I read it 
in print hero in tho papers, that any efiort had ever been made to take Ms life. 

Question. Where is the State University located ? 

Ansu'cr. At Tuscumbia, 

Question. Mx. Lakin was at one time elected president of that university ? 
Ansiver. I understand he was. 

Question. Do you know that he went there to undertake the duties of iiresident of 
that university ? 

Answer. My understanding is that instead of undertaking to assume those duties, he 
refused to accept the i^osition. I cannot state positively about that. 

Question. Did you never hear that he went there to undertake to assume the duties 
of that position, and was driven away ? 

Ansim\ I do not recollect anything of the kind. 

Question. You never saw an account of anything of the kind in the newspapers ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Yon never saw a newspaper with a cut representing him hanging on a tree, 
with a rope around his neck ? 
Answer. I never saw it. 

Question. You say that a men from any other State who goes into Alabama and set- 
tles there and behaves himself, no matter what his politics is, is received with favor 
and well treated by your people in every pai-t of the State ; and that unless he does 
something to disturb the peace, no objection is made to him on the score of his politics. 
Is that substantially the statement you made ? 

A7i8wcr. My belief, based upon my experience and knowledge, is that a man may • 
come from any portion of this continent to settle in the State of Alabama with the 
utmost impunity ; and that his honesty, his energy, his industry, will be the meas- 
ure of his respect, and not his politics. 

Question. And you believe that a republican may make a republican speech there in 
entire safety ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have heard hundreds of them of tho worst sort, and not a man , 
raised an objection. 

Question. Let me put a ease. Suppose that a republican, and especially a republican 
from the north, before a general congregation of people of all colors and all politics in 
your State, should go on and argue to the colored people that the democrats had always 
been in favor of slavery and the republicans opposed to it ; that the democrats were 
opposed to tho negroes voting, and the republicans had always favored it ; and that 
they owed their freedom from slavery and their right to vote to tho efforts of tho re- 
publicans, and that, therefore, they ought to be the friends and supporters of the re-; 
publican party, do you believe he could do it with perfect safety and impunity in any 
portion of your State? 

Answer. I havo heard it done with impunity, and not only that, but I have heard a 
speaker, a member of Congress, Mr. Haughey, say that he was there to address the 
colored men, and to ask their votes, and that he did not want the votes of the whites. 
He spoke in great deal harder terms than you seem to signify. 

Question. I am merely putting a case. 

Answer. You are putting \\ords in tho moufli of some other person ; I am aware of 
that. IJnt I put it in stronger terms than you presented. You would be astonished if 
you could listen to speeches I have listened to, and you would conclude as readily as I 
do that' any man can go there and express his opinions upon any political subject and 
not be interfered with. 

Question. Do you think that has been the case for the last two or three years ? 



ALABAMA. 221 

Answer. I have never known it otherwise. I hnve seen less disturbnnce at political 
nieetiujjja when sneh speeehes as you are imagining were made than I used to see in 
the okl times of wliigs and democrats. Nearly twenty years ago I was prevented from 
s])eakiug in Alabama by drunken men, simi)ly because I was a democrat and they Avere 
wliigs. I do not see that there is any change at all unless it is for tlie better. 

(Jucsiion. Did you hear of some riot or disturbance at a political meeting in Eutaw 
last October ? 

^Insfver. Yes, sir. I did not hear of anything else for a long time. 

Qncfifion. Did you understand that,duiinga i)olitical meeting there, a iarge nnmber 
of i)istol-shots were tired into a crowd, and a gicat many persons injured ? 
■/turswer. (), y<'s, sir. I have heard of the Eutaw riot in all its ]>hases. 

(Jucsiion. AVliat were the eircnmstances attending that riot, as you understood 
them / 

.iHHiver. I was not present. I have heard it described again and again, and of course 
with variations. Do you wish that I should tell all that. I have lieard,or only the 
general result f 

(Jacstion. v^tat<\ from all the information you have abotitit, what, in your judgment, 
was the cause of it. 

^iiiswer. 1 understand that thei-e were two political meetings held there upon that day, 
one by the (lemocratie i)arty, and tin' otlu^r by the r('i)u))lican l)arty, on oj)i>osite sides 
of the court-house i)erhaps; and that at tlie republican meeting the difficulty ensued ; 
that it aiose at tlie time that (u'n<'ral Warner and Mr. Parsons had perhaps addressed 
the crowd, and Charh s Hays, t he republican member of Congress, ^vas about to address 
them ; that some))ody interfered with him, pulluig him or shoving him from the table 
on which he was standing ; and that at that time the (iring commenced. Tliere are 
various and conllicting accounts as to who commenc<'d the tiring. A gentleman of the 
imme of Mr. Pierce was ])resent, and ])erhaps in conversation with ]\lr. Parsons at the 
time it occurred, lie was sliot somewhere about the leg, th^^ only v^ hite man who was 
shot ther<'. The tiring was then continued by both pai'ties, as I understand — so I am 
informed— and a general riot took place, and that then^ were two negro men wounded. 
Every one with wliom 1 have conversed have all l)een certain of the fact that in the 
riot there 'nut two negro men weie woun(hMl ; that non(^ W(M'e killed, and none ha^ e 
died. It is generally believed that the negro men were not sln)t by white men at all; 
that the wliite men tired into the air. The fact is genei'ally kn«)\vn and ])elicved in 
that section, and everywhere throughmit the State, that there were but two negro men 
"Wounded in the riot, and that neither of them died. 

By ^Ir. S rEVKNSox : 
Qhu-ition And th(^ supposition is that they were shot by negroes ? 
Jnsn'c)'. It is believed by parties that they were shot by negroes who fired upon the 
whit(^ men. 

By :Mi'. Yak Thump : 
Qnc'jtioif. I'nintentionally ? 
An.siVfr. Of course. 

By the CiiAiRMAX, (Mr. Poland 

Qncsilan. Was anybody else wounded besides those two negroes ? 

Answer, No, sir, except that Major Pi(^ree received a llesh wound. I met Major Pierce 
S(mie six or eight we<'ks ago in Montgomery, and asked him to give me an account of 
tlnit dil'licnlty. I uud(M stood him to say that we went np to Mr. Parsons and requested 
him to suggest to Mr. Hays not to sp(\ik ; that they wished both meetings to go otf 
without any disturbance ; and that Mr. Hays had scmie personal enemies among the 
young men at Eutaw, and a disturbance might result from the unkindly personal feel- 
ing tiiat existed between the parties ; that at the time he was speaking to 2>Ir. Parsons 
some one lir(Hl and shot him through the leg. I maybe mistaken, but, as I understood 
him, that was the first shot tired. 

(Juestion. Of what politics is ^Ir. Pierce ? 

Answer. He is the Y)resent mayor of Eutaw, and a democrat. He is now in the city of 
Washington. I have not conversed with him about the riot at this time, but that is 
my information, that there were but two wounded 'there. During the canvass it Avas 
rei)orted that some fifty-four or live were wounded and kilhid there. 

(Jacsiion. Your information is that only two were wounded'/ 

Answer. That is my information. 

(Jucsilon. And that is your belief .? 

Answer. 1 have only that information upon which to fcfund a belief. There was a 
luiiversal regret at the occurrence. I believed, and it was generally believed, that it 
had i\ very detrimental inliucuce upon the result of the election. 

(jHesiinn. In that county ? 

Atliwer. No, sir ; in the State. We believed the colored population would have voted 
much more largely for the democratic ticket if that had not occurred. It was repre- 
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sented to them that fifty-four of their mce had been killed and wonnded, so that in the 
adjoining counties of Perry, Dallas, Marengo, and other counties they voted against us 

on that account. . x i ^ ^ ^. , . 

Question. You stated in your testimony yesterday tliat you believed this Ku-Klux or- 
canizatiou, whatever it had been, was now at an end as an organization? 

Ansii'cr, Its existence, so far as I knew it, was from rumor and general reputation ; 
ami the same authority justifies me in saying that it was disbanded years ago. And in 
this connection I may be permitted to say that when I said I had learned that such an 
or^rauizatiou had existed in Alabama, I did not wish to be understood as saying that it 
had' existed throughout the State of Alabama, for I never heard at any time.of the Ku- 
Klux organ izatior? having an existence in South Alabama ; in what we call the Black 
Belt of Alabama. 

Question. It was in North Alabama ? 

Aimcer. It was confined by rumor to the northern part of the State, adjoining the 
State of Tennessee. i ^ 

Question. You have never happened to hear any man, who professed to have been a 
member of it, state that it vfas disbanded or disorganized ? 

Answer. I never heard a man acknowledge that he was a member of the Ku-Klux 
organization. 

Question. Either existing or disbanded ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. I understood you to say, in regard to the county of Greene, that Mr. Hays 
had become very unpopular there, and for that reason you had expected, but for this 
Eutaw riot, to have carried that county by a much larger vote ? 

Answer. I am judging from information. I have been informed by a gentleman who 
ought to know that we would have carried the county of Greene by a much larger 
majori^y had this riot not occurred. Personally, I know nothing of the popularity of 
Mr. Hays, nor of the political condition of Greene County. 

Question. Are you aware of the fact that JMr. Hays received in Greene County pre- 
cisely the same number of votes that Governor Smith did ? 

Answer. I suppose it w\'is about the same. 

Question. Each received exactly 1,790 votes ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You received 1,825 votes; and Harris, Hays's antagonist, received 1,8"25 
votes ? 
Answei*. Yes, sir. 

Question. So that there is no indication from the poll there of any unpopularity on 
the part of Mr. Hays ? 

Answer. No, sir. But let me state here that I am well aware, as you are all well 
aware, that in an election of that kind one candidate may give character and expression 
to the result in regard to the entire ticket, and that by working upon the unpopularity* 
of one of the candidates you may drag all the balance associated with him upon the 
ticket down to the same result. 

Question. Greene County gave Grant over 2,000 majority, while you carried the county 
last year ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Aud the total vote was smaller last year than in 1868? 
Answer, I do not know whether it was or not. 

Question. The figures show that the total vote was several hundred less than in 1868, 
and yet the entire vote of the State was increased ? 

Answer. I question very much whether the vote was very much smaller; if it was 
any it was but a trifle smaller. There w^as a great change in regard'to the negro vote 
throughout the State, with the excei^tion of Montgomery and Dallas Counties. I will 
refer to Madison County, where there was no disturbance or interference ; it has a ma- 
jority of 600 negro voters. Have you the record of what was the vote for Seymour f ; 

Question. It went for Seymour by over 600 majority. 

Answer. I think my majority there was from 800 to 900; and yet there is a majority 
of 600 registered negro voters. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 
Question. Majority over the white vote ? 
Answe)'. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Stevenson : ' 

Question. Are you aware that it was claimed that there was violence there; not riot- 
ing, but Ku-Kluxing? 
Answer. I never heard of it. 

Question. I observe by the returns that last year Smith carried the county of Macon 
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hj about 500 majority, while in 1668 ^Nlacon was carried by Grant by about 1,300 ma- 
jority ; so that there was a fallinji^ off there ? 

Answer. In answer to that I may say that the hist election was the first since tho 
passage of the reconstrnctiou acts when the democratic party entered into the contest 
with an earnest wish to work and gain, because they believed it was the tirst time when 
chey could triumph, and triumph upon the unpopularity of the party that had been in 
power during the past two or thi ee years. Therefore, the vote of 1868 is no criterion 
by which to judge the vote of 1870. 

Quesiiou. Were there more voters in 1868 than then voted ? 

^Inswcr. About 10,000 voters more. 
' Question. How in Macon County ? 

Answer. I cannot si)eak with regard to that county particularly ; but I say that in 
1870 was the lirst time when we believed we could carry the State, and ther<^fore we 
went to work with earnestness, using all the persuasion in our power to get both white 
.'ind colored votes. And it is upon the files of the War I)e])artment that in no election 
that ever took ])hice upon the continent of America did more order prevail than in that 
election in Alabama ; not in those words, perhaps, but that is the substance of Gen- 
eral Crawford's report. 

Quesiion. Yon say that in Sumter there were several reasons why you should get a 
larger vote there than any other democrat in your State could get ; are you aware of 
the fact that in Sumter County yon ran i)recisely with Mr. Harris ? 

Amwer. Yes, sir ; or about the same. 

Qne.^tlon. You and ]Mr. llari'is each receiA'cd 2,055 votes, while Mr. Smith received 
l,4:i8 votes, jind Mr. Hays received 1,1:^)7 votes. 

Answer. 1 think Mv. Harris's inlhu^nce, he l)eing a citizen of Sumter County, had a 
great deal to do with regard to the majority in that connty. He was from that county, 
and is a very i^ojnilar nuin ; and up to the day of election we ci-rtainly expected that 
if he did not beat Mr. Hays iu the district he would run him very clo^e. 

(Juestlo)i. Yet there Vv as a falling oti of .'■)0U votes in the county of Sumter from tho 
vote of 18()8, as the lignnvs show ! 

Answer. I do not know how that is. 

Question. The aggregate vote of that county in 1868 was 3,965, while in 1870 it \vas 
1^,41):). Can you account for the falling otf in those three counties of (ireene, Macon, 
and Sumter, of over l.OOO votes in 1870, as compared with tlie vote of 1868, while 
there was, in 1870, an iiH*rease in the aggregate vote of the entire State* ? 

Answer. 1 cannot. I have not tin' data to determine what was the increas(^or the d(v 
crease in any county. The vote in some of the counties was increas<xl, and in others 
it decreased. 

Question, l>ut there was an increase in the aggregate vote of the State ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; my county gave about the same vote last year that it did in tho 
presidential election ; it gain(;d, ])erhaps, some 150 votes 5 we gave Seynumr and Blair 
all the votes in the county Juit 45, 1 believe, while last year the republicans got 180 
votes. 

Question. You have several times expressed your opinion that the Ku-Klux Klau has 
been abandoned. Have you examined the testimony taken last August and September 
in Calhoun County, before one of the sui)renie eotu't judges of your State d 

Answer. 1 never saw it. 

Question. It was an investigation of some acts of violence there ; are you not aware 
of the fact that it was ])roven there by a number of witnesses, perliaps forty, that that 
county, and several of the adjoining counties, had been the scene of Kxi-Klux outrages 
from some time in 1868 down to the acts of violence which w^ere then investigated ? 

Answer. I do not believe it was proved by any such number of witnesses. 

Question. Do you behevQ it was proved by any witness(!S ? 

Answer. I think it likely it was proved that disguised men had committed crimes; 
but I would not believe that any such thing existed if forty thousand witnesses were 
to swear it, for Calhoun County is renuirkable for its good b(,'havior. It lies on tho 
Georgia line, and on the Coosa lliver. I imderstood at the time that this manLuk(U"e- 
ferred to was kiHed by some disguised men, but that he was killed by Ku-Klux, as 
Ku-Klux ar(i generally understood, I do not believe it. 

Question. Are you aware of the fact that it was testified there on that examination 
by a man who i)rofessed to have belonged to the Kn-Klux Klau, a man by the name of 
Force, that the organization did exist in the State of Alabama, and also in the State 
of Georgia, and that he gave an estimate of the number of the orgauizatit)n iu each 
State ? 

Answer. I do not know what he testified to. 

Question. Do you know that such a man did testifv, and also that he testified to such 
facts ? 

Answer, I do not. 

Question. This is the first you have heard of it ? 
Answ€7\ 1 think it is. 



224 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



Question. You have power to institute such examiuations yourself, have you not ? 
That was done by Governor Smith, requesting a judge of the supreme court of the State 
to go there and institute an examination; that is in your power ? 

Jiwictr. I have no right to institute any legal investigation, nor to swear witnesses. 

Quesiion. Have you not the right to request a judge of the supreme court to institute 
an investigation ? 

Answn, I have just such a right as any man in the State of Alabama has. 
Qu&itimi. Have you made any such request ? 

Anstrcr, I have not, and would not be likely to do so, because we could find a justice 
of the peace in the precinct whose duty it is to do that, and there are circuit courts 
there. I wouhl certainly ask the circuit judge, who lias the same power as a judge of 
the sui)rerae court in that respect, to sit upon sucli cases. That was the lirst time in 
ttie history of the State of Alabama, I believe, when a judge of the supreme court pre- 
sided over a court of inquiry ; so much was it the first time that the question of his 
right to do so was very seriously raised by the legal profession. 

Question, You spoke of an act under which proceedings are now being had, in some 
of the counties, to recover damages for Ku-Klux outrages ; that is an act approved 
cember *20, 18G8. Has that act had a good effect, a good tendency, so far as you have 
observed ? 

Answa\ I think that in some respects it has deterred— well, it has had but very little 
influence, because it was passed at a time when, as I have said, but very few of these 
acts had occurred. 

Quesiion. There was no great occasion for it ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. But you think the tendency of it is good ? 
Answei*. I cannot speak about the i)rovisions of the act. 
Question. But the general provision of holding the counties responsible ? 
Answer. I think the holding the counties responsible is a pretty good stretch of legis- 
lation for the crime of an individual. 

Quesiion. I mean the effect of the law in regard to deteiTing acts of violence ? 
Answer. I do not know whether it has had much effect. 

Quesiion. You spoke of one oflicer, who is a democrat, who is prosecuting these cases 
with a great deal of vigor; may it not be that the fact that he is to receive ten per 
cent, on the amount he recovers has something to do with his zeal ? 

Answer. I know the person, and I do net think there is a man cn this continent less 
disposed to do anything for money than he is. 

Question, lie is fond of spending it 1 

Answer. He is a man of very great generosity, hut as for men's motives I cannot say. 
Quesiion. I do not ask you to judge him specially. There is such a i^rovision in the 
act ? 

Answer. I will answer you generally, that I do not think that would influence any 
solicitor. 

Question, The title of the act is, "For the suppression of secret organizations of men . 
disguising themselves for the purpose of committing crimes and outrages ;■' approved 
December 26, 1868. Did you at the time, as a citizen of the State, approve of the pas- 
sage of that act ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I ai^provcd of everything that was calculated to put down dis- 
guised men. 

Question. You think it was justified under the circumstances? 

Answei'. 1 think it is justifiable, at all times and under all circumstances, to pass laws* 
to put down men in disguise. 1 do not think any law could be too severe for a mau> 
who would put on a divsguise and perpetrate a crime. 

Question. The preamble of the act is as follows: " Whereas there is in the possession 
of this general assembly ample and undoubted evidence of a secret organization, in 
many parts of this State, of men who, under the cover of masks and other grotesque 
disguises, armed with knives, revolvers, and other deadly weapons, do issue from the 
idaccs of their rendezvous, in bands of greater or less numl)er, on foot or mounted on* 
horses, in like manner disguised, generally in the late hours of the night, to connnit"* 
violence and outrages upon j)eaceable and law-abiding citizens, robbing and murdering 
them upon the highwayjand entering their houses, tearing them from their homes and 
the embrace of their families, and, with violent threats and insults, inflicting on them 
the most cruel and inhjiman treatment; and whereas this organization has become a 
wide-8pr<^ad and alarming evil in this comuKm wealth, <listurbing the public peace, 
ruining the happiness and prosperity of the people, and in many places overriding the 
civil authorities, defying a^l law and justice, or evading detection by the darkness 
of the night and with their hideous costumes; Therefore, be it enacted,'' tfcc. You 
were nominated for governor in the summer of last year? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Quesiion. You made a speech at Mobile shortly after your nomination? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 
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Qu&stion, Xvil that spcccb. was publislied in tlic democratic piix)crii iii Mobile ? 
Ansxver. AVhat purported to bo my speech was published. 

Question. Was it not taken down in short-hand and published in the democratic 
papers ? 

Answer, I do not know how it was taken ; I heard it was taken down and reported 
by the republican reporter of the Louisiana legislature. 

Question, Do you remember saying in that spe^'.ch something in substance like this: 
" Only fourteen men in ray beat voted for Grant, and they voted before breakfast ; but 
if we [meaning the democrats] had known that the polls were to be opened so early 
there would not have been any votes for Grant.-^ Do you remember that ? 

Answer. I remember saying in that s^u-reh that we had "S'oted fori ,'-'ive voles, I thinly, 
for Grant. 

Question. That is in your count\ ? 

Atiswer. Yes, sir: and some thirteen ol f)nrtieii in my beat ; tliat the jiolis had been 
opened earlier than usual, and 1)Ut for that fact those men who had l)ecn misled (I 
think I nanu'd the parties who misled them"^ would not have, yotcd for the rei)ublican 
ticket. 

Question. These fourteen ? 

Answer. These fourteen ; that is about the substance of what I said, and I do not believe 
they would have "oted that ticket ])iit for that. There was an elfort made (it is not 
xiecessary to exi)lain it, however) by one or two men of notorious character at that 
time. 

Question. AVas that a very unusual vote for your county, Colbert ; was forty-five votes 
for th(^ re])ubliean ticke t an unusual rei)ublican vote there / 

uinswcr. We did not expect to give any. I could give reasons why that county is in 
that political condition, but it is not necessan,'. 

Question. You were mistaken in the number given fur Grant ; it was thirty-nine. 

Answer. I said forty-five. 

IJy Mr. I]i:cK : 

Question. Was there any intention to prevent them by force from voting ? 

Aiusicer. None whatever; I never knew a mau in the county of Colbert undertake to 
prevent a eolonnl or a v. hite man from voting as ho pleased, or of any design to do so. 
I never asked a colored man how he intended to vote. I know I have been an active 
politician in that countv, nm\ I never asked mv ne'j^ro men. vote any particular 
ticket. 

By ;Mr. Sn:vi:NsoN : 
t^)uestion. You live in that county ? 
^inswer. Yes, sir. 

Quefition. (Jrant got thirty-niuo vote.> in h-^Cr ' 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. i\ow n^any votes did Smith get there la^t year? 

Aitswer. I think he got one hundred and sixty or one hundred and seventy. 

Question. I he returns give him one hundred and eighty-two ; and yet you claim that 
your party gained there from I8B8 to 1870 ? 

Answer. If you will look at that county you will find that my vote is precisely that 
of Heymour and Dlair, or nearly so; and the increase of votes for Smith over Grant 
were the votes of persons who did not appear before. 

Question. You did, then, substantially, make this remark in your speech about the 
fourteen voters, in your heat f 

Answer. I made it with that explanation. 

(Question. What part did you take in the rebellion " 

Anstcer. I opposed secession. 

Question. You iiave already spoken of that. 

Ansiver. Atler the State of Alabama went out I published a letter in ^lay, 1861, 
•stating that I had opposed secession ; that I had seen no reason why I should chan<^e ; 
but that as the State of xVlabama had declared her independence I would cast my for- 
tunes with her. 

Question. What part did you actually take in the rebellion? 

Anstcer. I was appointed adjutant of* militia for North Alabama, but they were dis- 
banded, and my otfice fell to the ground. I afterward went in, sometimes as a private 
and sometimes as a lieutenant. But 1 would rather not tell my military history, for 
there was very little glory about it. I can say in a few brief words that the military 
part I took in the rebellion was by no means a distinguished part. 

Question. You did perform military service? 

Answer. I was on the side of Alabama. 

Question. You did your duty as a soldier ? 

Anmc^r. I tried to do it ; I do not know that I can say much about my soldiefiug, 

ir, 
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Washington, D. C, June 19, 1871. 

JAMES II. CLANTON sworn and examined. 

By Mr. Bladi : 
Question, How long have you lived in Alabama ? 
Answer. Thirty-seven years. ^ ^ . 

Question, Are you well acquainted with the condition of affairs there ? 
Answer, I think so. 

Question, What are your means of knowledge? 

Answer.. This is my twenty-second year at the capital of the State, where not only 
the legislature but the supreme court and the grand lodges meet, and conferences of 
the different churches are held. I was a member of the legislature before the war. I 
raised sixty-four companies for the confederate service during the war, from every part 
of the State. For four years since the war I have been chairman of the democratic 
executive committee of the State. I practice law there. 

Question. What are your political antecedents ? 

Answer, I was a Union whig until after the war. I was a Bell and Everett elector 
in the Yancey district in 18G0. Since' the war I have been the only chairman of the 
tlcraocratic executive committee. I am now the chairman. 

Question. Give us a brief summary of political events in Alabama since the war. 

Answer, When the war closed we w^ere very much disheartened and dispirited. Tht^ 
people saw that there was no alternative but to make the best of the situation — to go 
to work ; and they supposed they would get back to just where they were in 1860, 
except with the abolition of slavery and the right of secession surrendered by those 
who believed in those rights. They thought that the rights of the State in every other 
respect would be the same. They accepted the situation in good faith, and were very 
much disposed to forgive and forget. They elected delegates to the State convention — 
such men as Ex-Governor Fitzpatrick, who was president of the first State convention 
held after the war. The vote to make the abolition of slavery constitutional by tlie 
State was almost unanimous ; I know of but one member who opposed it — Alexander 
White, a leading republicun in Alabama to-day. He turned over since Grant's admin- 
istration. He was for white supremacy until lately, when he has told the people, in 
his addresses, that in his opinion they committed an error in abolishing slavery, and 
they had better take his advice for the future. Now he is a republican. He lives at 
Selma. If there was another member of that convention that opi^osed the abolition 
of slavery I do not remember it ; he must have been a man of no prominence. I my- 
self went to the State-house and advocated it in person. Afterward the question of 
the status of the negro before the law came before the legislature, and I went there in 
person and advocated the right of the negro to be placed precisely in the condition of 
the white man before the law ;. that there should be no distinction as to their testimony 
in the courts. 

By Mr. Van Trujip : 
Question. Including suffrage ? 

Answer, No, sir; that question came up afterward. When the thirteenth and 
fourteenth amendments were presented. Governor Patton, elected since the war, 
advised the legislature to accept them. Some of us, claiming to be representative men 
to a limited extent, went before the legislature and urged them to reject the amend- 
ments. I did so myself. We succeeded in having the fourteenth amendment rejected, 
on two grounds. Congress left it to us to accept or reject it, and in the exercise of 
that privilege we rejected it. What influenced us mostly to do so w^as this: Wo 
knew we were powerless; the Government could do what it pleased with us. We had 
followed the lead of General Lee, who, when the war commenced, declared to his sister 
that he w^ould not draw his sword against the Government nor against his native 
State. ;M5iny of us were opposed to secession, and were not responsible for the war, 
and Congress called upon us who followed General Lee, to brand him as a traitor l)y 
our voluntary act— to place upon his brow, and upon the brows of our soldiers, tlie 
brand of inferiority. Therefore, we thought that self-respect demanded we should 
reject the amendment. We knew that Congress could do it, and we did not wish to 
become the voluntary instruments of doing it ourselves. So the amendment Avas 
rejected by the legislature. Then came the question of negro suffrage before our 
Itigislature, It was an exclusively white legislature. Mr. Brooks, a prominent member 
of tlie house, and a cousin of the late Preston Brooks, of South Carolina, advocated 
qualified negro suffrage. He had a respectable minority with him. 

Question. By property, or what ? 

Answer, By education or property. Jmle^Q Goldthwaite advocated it, and the 
governor proclaimed that he would compromise upon it. I differed with some of my 
Ixiends, and would have been willing to take almost any northern laws as to suffrage, 
as they existed before the war. The proposition, however, failed to receive a majority 
in any shape in our legislature. After that the question of the adoption or rejec- 
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tiou of tlie constitntion under wliioh we now live came up. Congress provided 
that if a majority of the registered voters voted for it it was accepted; if tliey 
failed to vote for it it was rejected. Well, the last democratic State convention wliich 
met left the question as to policy entirely in the hands of the execntive connnittee, 
of which I was president. This question ha<l to he met, and it was a grave one, 
involving more responsibility than I wished to take. So I called together a council 
of ahout one hundred leading men in the State, emhraciug every ex-niemhor of 
Congress and ex-judge in the State. We met and deliberated, and we concluded 
to vote against tlie constitntion, with the hope of reje^'ting it. ]3ut for fear it 
might be adopted, we were at the same time to take can^ of ourselves by electing 
officers under it. Having agreed upon this, we were about to adjourn, when wo 
received a dispatch from (Governor Parsons, who was the accredited agent of the dem- 
ocratic party here in Washington, saying, I am on my way to ilontgomeiy : will bo 
there to-night. Don't adjouru yora* convention ; don't act till I get tliei-e." He came. 
Some lew of our men had left. Jle made a sixM'ch in which he used this langusjge: 
"So far as the reconstruction measures are concerned and this ( oiistitution, touch not, 
taste not, handle not, the unclean thing. ' lie frequently r.scd tu.it language after- 
ward in his <lemocratic addresses througliout the S^tate. -evcrnoi' P;irs;u)s*, Alexander 
\Vhit(% then a lejiding <lem(>er.'k*, who ])ieiKn""d thr :iddres-^Mi that <;cc;;si(ai, lait novr 
a leading radical, and Sanracl liice. a man v>iio li;is been a s •( < -^sicMiisi ibr tliirty y<\ars, 
as he Ixiasts, an.d witli whom I !iav(^ ha<l many a jjassag" iW aims — these three men 
caused the council to i-cv( i^-e its a"tii;n. They are now tlirer leaders on the orhei" side 
in Alabama. At thi-; time th*' ]:egr<)<'s wert' vei y mucii excited. 'I'he riglit of suiVrag*^ 
had been Ibreed on them hy Congre^ s, T!iey were all armed. They had half a (h)zeu 
h'ague rcKims, I sup])ose, in our city — several at h'ast — aiul tliey were under the cotitrtd 
(»f very bad men — adveiitur'-rs. A great manyliad got hold (^f muskets, and Inid organ- 
ized in companies and battalions. 'IMiis was an( ther reason uiged for not going to the 
j)olls, that it miglit lead to a war of races. The cleetien came on. Tlie white jieo]'!;' did 
not go to the]ioils. or passed r< s()lutions not to go. The eor's<>(in( nee was tlu've was but 
(uie democratic senator ehH;tcd in tli»' State, ami he ran <'ontrary to our i)olicy. There 
is but one now in the State senate. We knew we conhl (b'feat the I'onstitution without 
voting, and we thought if we (h'feated the coirst itution Congivss would not go back on 
itself and force it on us. llenc<' the intimidation was a!l a myth. Tlu' democratic 
])arty resolved not to go to the ])o}ls, and we <lid Tiot go. I'ut tlie negroes marche<l to 
the polls by battalions, iu nied with nniskets and stei)])ing to tlie beat of drums. Tliey 
stacked their arms around the jxdls, some standing guard. ThenMvas great confusion, 
and in the evening, in Mojitgomery, they got on the ram])age and connnenc(Ml liring 
their guns, the balls whistling through the houses and lots. They continued it in the 
night until Colonel Crittenden, the Federal connnander, being afraid of the results, dis- 
armed them as far as he could reach them. J>ut many remained in the outskirts 
of the town liring their guns. The balls Hew aroninl my house prc^tty thickly, 
(ieneral Meade appointed the mamig<Ms of th(^ ele tiou. 'J'hey were all radicals or 
nearly so. llo. received their returns and counted the vote. lie reported that the 
const itutio]), according to the form of law prescribed l)y Congress, had falh^n shoi t a 
good many thousand votes of the majority of the registered vote. We thought then 
*hat w(^ would continue on under our own olhcers elected by the ]>eople. In that w(^ 
were mistaken. Every on(^ of those officers, so far as I know, was removed, and the 
)nen who had been voted for by the negroes under the constitution which (general 
3Ieade said was rejected were installed in the jilaces of those elect<'d bylaw — installed 
hy th<' bayonet. They are in oflice to-day, with few exceptions, having held over six 
;> ears instead of fmir as ])rescribed by tin' <'onstitution. AVe hav(^ been ever since under 
'.tlicers that we never voted for, exeei)t those we elected at the last election and 
v> hcrt^ there iiav«' b( (>n removals. It has Ijeen veiy gcdling, but we have borne it. 
'I'he lirst h'gislature after tlie war im])osed a tax on our }>eopie of one-hunih of on(^ 
pvY cent, for State ]nir]u>ses, v,hich was sufficient. The v<^ry next legislature, which 
was radical and cnne i-i under thci pn scnt constitntion — a le-islature composed of men 
ek'ct<Ml froMi districts where they never lived — trebled th". taxes, raising the rate from 
omvtbui'th Xi) thn^e-fonrths of one per C(^nt.; and now the funds are insufticient for the 
i^tate governmtTit. Tlie sch(H)l-fund is in arrears about !: b"0.(N.;i) an<l tlie 'public schools 
are in (hmger of stop'ping for v/ant of money, as I am informed by the sn]>crintendent. 

By :\lr. I5laii>.: 

\nmilon. Notwithstanding these circumstances what is the animus oi the white 
pes)})le tow.lrd the Government of the ITiited States ? 

Aimvvr. It is very friendly. It is the nud-administration of the Government of 
which they complain. I can give yon no better evidence of the attachment of our 
pcojde to this republican form of government than to say, that however henious the 
./liense of secession may have been in the eyes of yon, gentlemen, when we formed a 
government for ourselves we made it almost a/ac fiimile of the United States Govern- 
ment. We are strict constructionists and State-rights men, whether whigs or demo- 
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crats. The old Alabama State Journal, the organ of the Whig party for twenty years, 
©dited hv a CoDuecticiit man, a sou of the late president Bates of one of the New Eng- 
land colle'Tcs, had flying at the masthead " Organ of the State-rights Whig party." 
Thoii^^h we wore Union men we were strict constructionists and belonged to the Jef- 
fersonian school of politics, and we established a government as nearly like that of the 
United States as we could when we seceded. 

Question, Is there freedom of speech in your State at present to persons of all polit- 

^^yliwrcr.^N^ sir ; there Ls freedom of speech for republicans, white and black, and for 
white democrats ; but there is none for colored democrats. 

By Mr. Vax Thump : 
QucHtwn. Why? 
Jnsiccr. They are mobbed. 

Question. By whom ? ^ 
Ansicer. By the republican party. 
Question. By colored or white men ? 

Answer. By colored men set on by white men who would not be recognized North or 
South by yourselves. I ]»ave seen it done. Colonel Urittenden saw it done and with 
* his federal cavalry dispersed them. 

By Mr. Blair: 
()Me.s/fon. On what occasion? 

Answer. A colored speaker by the name of Willianiy, cf Tennessee, was making a 
jdemocratie speech to the colored people. 
Question. When was that ? 
Answer. I think it was in 1867 or ^68. 
Question. Was it after the constitution was adopted f 

Answer. Yes, sir, I think it was. He commenced by telling them he was a captain in 
the Federal Army and had fought for their liberation ; that ho was a democrat and they 
had most to expect by making friends of their late masters ; when a negro by the name 
of Abe Breck raised a disturbance to keep Williams from speaking — hooted and hal- 
looed. When Williams came down from the stand they made a rush at him and bis 
traveling companion, also a colored man, to mob him. Some ten or twelve of us whit<> 
men held them at bay and got Williams in the house until the adjutant of the post, 
who witnessed it, got his cavalry up and they dispersed the mob. That is only one of 
many instances. There is a body servant of Governor Shorter, named Cesar, who has 
been in danger of his life for years — a very sober, quiet, industrious man, but a democrat . 

Question. Where does he live ? 

Ansiver. He is now a porter about the State-lionse at Montgomery. 

By Iklr. Van Trump : 
Question. Does he vote with the democratic party ? 

Answer. Votes with it every time; but he has to be mighty shy about it, he tells mv 
They chased him one night into his yard for voting the democratic ticket — so he told 
mo. Bob Barrington, another negro I know, was waylaid a month or so ago, and they 
tried to kill him. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Qucf^lion. Is he a public speaker? 
Ansxcer. No, sir ; neither of them. 

Question. They not only will not allow them to speak for the democratic party, but 
will not let them vote ? 

Answer. No, sir; and when one of them tells you he is a democrat, he asks you to say 
nothing about it. At the last election they waylaid a negro coming from the polls, and 
nearly beat him to death ; it was published in the Evergreen Observer. These out- 
rages are very common. On the night of this row at Montgomery, they not only went 
for these negroes, but knocked white men down. A man by the name of McKay lay 
insensible in a ditch all night. There is constant intimidation at the poils. They go 
there very early and form a Mlid mass, so that you can scarcely get in to vote. They 
form a line, and put their ses^itries at the gate to examine every negro's ticket as he 
comes in. At the last election I saw the captain of a negro volunteer company in Mont- 
gomery stand at the steps of :tho court-house and look at every ticket as it passed him ; 
wo all saw it, and could not challenge him. It is §500 fine and imprisonraont to inter- 
fere with voting. They vote as often as they please, and brag of it. Tiiere are three 
negroes to one white among us; they all look alike, and it would be like hunting for a 
needle in a hay-stack to identify them. They had to run the gauntlet as they went to 
vote; as they passed by this colored captain he took their tickets and examined them; 
if it wavS a democratic ticket ho would take it and give them a republican ticket for it. 
He would not ask a question but take their tickets and open them. The man in the 
line would have to pass on or be stamped to death. I called the attention of General 
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Allen, the ^lierilj', to ii. Major Kaiidolpli told me lie srav ii tjogvo start to vote the dem- 
ocratic ticket, and tbey <^atliered around Lim and told liim they would take his life ; 
they said he belonged to their i)arty, their color, and they had a right to kill him. I 
saw boys vote ; you cannot challenge tliem as to age or residence. 
Qmstion. Is this intimidation carried on by any organization 

AnavctT. I cannot say ; I never belonged to the Union League, but common rumor 
charges it to the machinations of the Union League. 

(Question. Did you hear any one of the negroes themselves stat-' this to V'e the fact, 
those who desired to vote the democratic ticket ? 

Jnsurr. Numbers have told me th(^y would like to vote witii u>;, ])i:t VN*'i'e afrai'i^ 
and if tliey did vote they did not want anything said about it. 

Question. Why; did tliev I'.now there v>as an oi'ganizatiou to ])rev-'nt it 

Answer. They spoke in that way : that their party would get hold oi' iw in uml they 
Nvould be in danger. 

Qimiion, Is there now, or lias there been heretofore, an <)r;jai.iZci:iv>]i in you/ '■^ta'c 
known as the Ku-Klux organization / 

Answ(r. I do not tliink there ever has been. There liave, Ixhm some outrages by 
]>odies of disguised men in two or three loealitiej^. All 1 have <',ver heard of, or can call 
to mind, ai-e three, {governor Litulsay told me he savr some disguised men one night 
in Tuseumbia, who hung some negroes for burning a female aeiuh'my, or threat<uiing' 
to burn it. lU' is tht^ (mly man wiio ever told me he saw any. I have hcjin' of dis- 
guised men killing a fellov/ in Greene^. County, I thiidc by the name of lioyd ; and 1 have 
heaid of souu' outrages — I an not know whether it was ))y Ku-Klux: or not — in Jack- 
son County. I have/ also heard of the affair at Patona. I did n.ot hear of the nien 
being disgui;^ ed in Jackson or raton:i. I liave- he:u(l of otlu^r »)utrages. liiit mostly by 
negroes. 1 can give nnmes and places. In tlie county oi' .^hleon, wIktc I was raised, 
Jim Allston, a colored r<^publican nu-mber (jf tli(* h^gislature, was shot in his bed as lie. 
and his wife were retiring, just after a lea<!;u(^ meeting in a chu.rcb called Old Zion, in 
the town of 'i'uskegee. lie charged a eolc)r( d rival in th.(^ legislature and two -..rcnu' 
])lices with shooting him. He luid them arrested r.i^d jnit in jail. I think tli< y \/ere 
acquitted. Ib^ was so certain it was th< Sf> negroes th;U h<^, sent for white eitizer.s to 
come and stand guard ov( r him, and they <lid so all tlh t night, old citizens of 'i'usk- 
egee, and democrats. I was iip therr tlif next day, and (loveriior Smith was there. 
The negroes cominenctMl c{)Uiing into to\v!i. Tlie i\)stina;;ter, naiiK'd Armstrong, IkuI 
sent word to them to com'' to tov n ainn d. and they (ViUir luniring They did not 
know who shot Allston, aial " er«^ i* ■.■•m^-i i!.'- to b- t'-'c tv)\v'\ 

r>y :Mr. V.vx TnrMi' : 
(Jii(st'ion. Was it understood that tin y sliol him in ^lisguisi .' 

^insurr. Oh, no, sii*. They came ])(Hiring into town i)erha]>s under the lu'lief that 
some white man had done it, and they tlir(>at<'ned to burn tlie town. Many women 
and children raii olf to Montgomery. As I was going to the place I overtook this 
volunteer negro eom[)any on the pike going also to the scene of excitcnumt. 1 knew 
it would imt do — it would perhaps lead to a war of races. 1 jumped out of the hack 
and drew my ])istol on the lirst lieut<uiant ; sonu^ of them cocked their musktds and 
one drew a jiistol, but I stood there and said, You cannot go to Tuskegee.'^ IJy that 
time the sheritf came up. I asked him if he was responsible, for this, and he said '* No.'' 
I asked if Governor Smith was, and he said "No.'' I then told the men to go back or 
they would get hurt. They did so. The military went up on tlie train. V/ln^n I got 
to Tuskegee 

(Jnesiiou, What was the distance f 

Answer. About forty miles. When I got there, I found a great many negroes armed ; 
liouses were surrounded, and it was re]iorted that every road leading to the town was 
guarded. I found on{5 hundred and fifty white men under arms to jirotect the place. 
The three negroes were arrested, and the ])ostmaster had run away that night to 5lont- 
gomery. The officers of the county were all republicans, and are so now. They an> can- 
(lidates for reelection. Governor Smith made tlie negroes a speech, and I made a- speech. 
He came u]) an<l indorsed what I liad said to tiie negro company. All the negroes 
iu the company had cojue there with arms. A few nn-hts bel'ore they had shot tv»^o 
white men — one by mistake for another man. A few w ;eks before they shot a man in 
his house. Governor Smith n.iade a speech mid eor.nselcl mod(^ration. I did the same. 
I reminded tliem that all the judges and nearly all the legislature were of their pol- 
itics, and they ought not to resort to arms, leat to Vac, law. 1 told them if any were 
too poor to prosecute a man for an outrage npo!i them I would volunteer my s(U'vi(!eR. 
Well, we induced them t.) disperse, and tiien, as soon as the danger was over, tho 
Vv'hite men dispersed and the women and children Vv ho had lied to Montgomery ri turued^ 

Question. What became of the case of the mt^n v/ho were arrested ? 

Answer. They could not make the proof, imd th'^v were acqi^'tted. Allston left ihora 
for 31ontgo'mery and is now liv'ng there. ' 
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By Jklr. Stevexsox : 
Question. When vas this ? 
Ansica: Last year— 1870. 

By Mr. Blaik: 
Qucsiion. What Coiigrcssioual district is that ? 
Answer. "Mr. Norris's district. 
Ouestion. IIow about the affair in Coosa County ? 

Answer. In Elmoro County, formerly Coosa, all the county officers are republicans. 
A few mouths ago it was reported at :Montgoniery that a Northern jMethodist preacher 
had been whipped up there. The governor, I believe, sent up and had an old man 
charged with it arrested. 

Qucstwu. What was his name ? 

Answer. I cannot call it. It is the only case of the kind in Coosa County that I ever 
heard of. This old citizen gave bonds for his appearance, was tried before Judge El- 
liott, a republican, at the last term of the circuit court, by a mixed jury, white and 
black; subpoenaed by a republican clerk and sherilf, the prosecuting attorney being 
also a republican, and he was acquitted of any offense whatever. 

By ^Ir. Stevenson ; 

Question. Do you know whether the prosecuting witness was present at the trial ? 

Answer. Ho was ou the stand, the man himself. The facts were about these, as stated 
to me by the sheriff': This preacher went there holdhig negro meetings and eating and 
j5leex>ing with the negroes on this old gentleman's premises. The old man heard that 
•they were holding meetings. The negroes had come to church with their guns, hold- 
ing religious or political meetings — one or both, I do not know which. The old man 
hearing what this man was doing reprimanded him for his conduct, and told him to 
,cease. lie said, " If you want to do the negroes any good I shall be happy to enter- 
tain you ; I own the place, but I do not like to have the negroes assembled with arms 
to worship God on Sunday. Come to me and I will treat you well." But they got 
into a quarrel. The old man's witnesses say the preacher jumped up with a carving- 
knife from the table, whereupon the man *^knocked him down with a stick and dis- 
armed him. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. What was the preacher's name ? 
Answer. I cannot give it. 

By Mr. Beck : 
Question. Was it the case of Howe and Dorman ? 
Answer. I do not know. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. How about the case in Winston County ? 

A7tswer. My best information about that is that it is. the only white county in the 
State that voted for General Grant, and that it is the only county where the white 
men have met andpassed resolutions that no negro shall settle in the county. 

Question. What majority did it give for General Grant? 

Answer. I do not know. It is the heaviest republican county among the hills ; there 
are no negroes in it and they don't want any. There is more prejudice against the 
negroes in those regions than elsewhere. I heard about a reported embezzlement in 
Jeffei 'son County. Just beforo I left the superintendent of education said that a man 
by the name of Lovell ran away from that county with the school funds, and his secur- 
ities, who were republicans, had been down to JNIontgomery to try to compromise their 
liabilities with the State. He told me if it was necessary he would furnish a certifi- 
'Cate to that effect. 

Question. Did he report that ho had been run away? 

Answer. Yes, sir ^ that he had been driven away by the democrats. 

Question. What race or party is it in your State which furnishes the greatest number 
of crimmals relatively? 

Answer. I could not say, with any degree of accuracv, what the proportion is, but 
taking the town of Jilontgomery, I think the average iii our jail is about fortv blacks 
to three or live whites. Our law firm does almost all the criminal practice there ; there 
are three of us in the firm. I am satisfied that in the State of Alabama there have 
(been two white men shot by negroes where there has been one negro shot by a white 
man. I give that as my opinion ; I may be wrong. At least I could safely say that 
there are two outranges by the blacks to one by the whites. We cannot raise a turkey, 
chicken, or a hog. Planters of Montgomerv, who before the war used to raise bacon 
at o cents a pound, have actually had to kill their shoats, and in some iust!hnces, every 
sow they liad, in consequence of the stealing by the negroes ; and wo now have to 
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pay 25 ceuts for bacon. We dare not turn stock out at all. One man, Tritliin a milo of 
3Iontgoiiiery, liad either three out of five or five out of seven cows killed. 

Question. Are you jnetty well acquainted with the radical leaders in your State, black 
and white ? 

uinsirev. I reckon I have the best knowledge ; it is impossible to know most of them. 
Quesi'wiL What is your information in regard to them f 

Answer. As a general rule they are very liad stock. Lieutenant Governor Ai)plegate, 
I believe, was from Ohio. He held a position in the custom-house at ^lobile. He is 
dead, and it is generally understood that his last request was to be taken home to bo 
buried. Ho was taken home. The speaker of the last house of representatives of Ala- 
bama, Mr. Harrington, came to ^Mobile very poor, from the Xorthvr est somewhere. He 
Avas never a soldier that we know of He is now very rich. 

I3y Mr. Van Trt mp : 
Question. How long ago since he went to Mobile ! 

Answer. tSince the war. Just after the war he was charged with running free negroes 
into Cuba. I do not know whether it was true or not. The present sheritf of Mont- 
gomery County showed me a reward oftered for him, from wliat i>urported to bo a 
northwestern paper, on a cliarge of bank robbery. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. What are his initials f 
Answer. I cannot call them. 

By }>h'. Stevenson : 
Question. What is the sherilf'^ name 

Answer. Barber. He requested me to say nothing about it lest Harrington should get 
away. He said he was going for him that night; that he had his accomplice in jail 
and the accomplice said Harrington was the man. The description he showed me was 
life-like. 

By :Mr. Blah: : 
Question. Could not be mistaken ? 

Answer. No, sir; a man of marked j)hy-si([ue. I did not give this information at the 
time to any of my law i)artuers, but tliey smiled when I told them that Harrington 
would pay more reward to jjarber, and we would never hear of it again. And we never 
did hear of it till we i)ublished it in the last campaign, to which Harrington, who still 
lives there, made no response whatever. I have published a good deal about him and 
I am contident that was included in it. Colonel Tiiomas II. Ilerudon, a prominent lavr- 
yer of ^Io])ile, said to me that i\ friend ol' his. a reliable man, told him that 

By ]\Ir. Stevenson : 
Question. His name ! ' 

Answer. I cannot call his name now ; he will give it. He says his friend saw Har- 
rington, during the last session of the legislature at Avhich he presided, take a crowd 
olf to drink champagne at a bar-room known as the Kialto, in Montgomery, and when 
remonstrated with for his extravagance he ran his hand in his pocket and pulled out 
seventeen $100 bills, with the remark that he could aftbrd it as he had made that much 
in one day in engineering a bill through the house. 

By Mr. Van Tkumi' : 
Question. Did you make that charge in your ]>aper ! 

Answer. Yes, sir; I think it is all there. I will send the committee the papers. Mr. 
Eugene Beebe, of ^Montgomery, whose father is a Methodist preacher in the State of 
New Y(uk, stated to me that he paid Harrington cither $300 or $600 — I believe it was 
$600 — to advocate a lottery charter before the house of which he was speaker. He said, 
furthermore, that he approached a great many, if not every republican in the house, 
and there was but one man that hesitated about a bribe in that same measure, and he 
was a negro from Mobile, now dead, but that he linally took $50. But he said there 
was one old white fellow who, when he took the $50, said : I will pay you this back, this 
is borrowed money but he never paid it back. That is the nearest approach he found 
to honesty in any member of that legislature. 

Question. Did the bill pass ? 

Answer. Oh, yes ; and they have made a great deal of money under it — grown rich. 
]Mr. Beebe has lived there over twenty years. Well, that is the speaker of the house. 
A large majority of the entire l)ody are as destitute of moral character and social posi- 
tion. 

By ^Ir. Blair : 

Question. Were many measures of that description passed "? 

Answer. Yes, sir. There was one huge swindle which has been published to the world 
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Ex-Governor Patton, a Douglas man, whose disabilities I believe bavo been removed^ 
pnblisbed, just before the last election, that while in Boston some of the parties to the 
Alabama and Chattanooga Eailroad, known as the Stanton road, upbraided him for 
allowing their charter to cost the company $200,000. 

By Mf. Stevenson : 
Question. Reproached him for allowin^^ it while he was governor ? 
Answer, No; I am not sure that Smith was governor. But they made Patton a 
ilirector and vice-president, I believe, but he being an honorable man quit them. 
Question, At any rate they claimed that that is what the charter cost them ? 
AusiDcr, Yes, sir. 

By :Mr. Bl.\ik : 
Question, Through what legislature? 

Anstccr, The radical legislature, before the last. George Holmes, banker of the firm 
of Holmes «& Goldtwaite, says that the night either the charter or the appropriation of 
bonds for the Stanton road was pending, the president of the North and South road 
from Montgomery to Deeatur called on him for $10,000, saying that John Hardy, a 
republican senator from Dallas County, formerly Marshall of the United States for Al- 
abama, since the war, had agreed to put his bill through, or to let his road of£ with 
.$25,000. It was a sort of omnibus bill, and the rascal now demanded $10,000 more 
that he would have to pay out, and he loaned him the money. This fact was also pub- 
lished by me in the last campaign between Lindsay and Smith. J. P. Stowe, pre- 
sent republican senator from Montgomery, says — and this has also been published — 
that from his best information John Hardy carried olf, the night the legislature ad- 
journed, $150,000, but that it was not all his; that he had collected some for the men 
wliich had not been paid over. 

Question, The judges of all your courts, I believe, were elected at the time the i)resent 
constitution was voted down I 

Ansivcr, Yes, sir, very generally ; the circuit judges were elected and everyone of 
them is a republican. The supreme judges are elected by the legislature. 

Question, These judges were elected at the time the majority of the people refrained 
from voting? 

Ansicer, Well, I cauuot say all of them were ; the supreme judges and chancellors 
were chosen since by the legislature. 

Question. By the legislature chosen at that election ? 
An8wa\ Yes, sir. 

Question, Hence they are all republicans? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir, all that I know. Where vaeaueies have occurred in the countieii* 
they have put in democrats. 
Question. In all cases ? 

Ansiccr. Where they have 'had the majority. There ai^e very few democratic officers 
of any kind in Alabama, except the lieutenant governor, secretary of state, and treas- 
urer. 

Question, How are the probate judges and county clerks elected ? 
Ansicer. By the people, when they voted on the constitution. 

Question, The probate judge, sheriff, and clerk of the circuit court, in each county, 
had the appointment of the election officers ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. All these officers were elected in 1863, at the time the constitution was • 
rejected? >j 

Answer, Yes, sir, all the county officers were elected at that time, I believe. 

Question, So that the officers who appointed your judges of election, at the last elec- 
tion, were generally republicans ? 

Answer, Nearly every one of them. 

Question. Who appoints the registrar of the votes 1 

Answer, The judge of probate I, believe. Tlie republican party appointed all at tho ^ 
last election. >. 

Question. So that the machinery of the election was all in the hands of the republican 
party at the last election ? 

Answer, Yes, sir, and the machinery of the counties is now; tho chancellors, circuit 
judges, sheriffs, judges of probate, county commissioners, are nearly all now republi- 
can, notwithstanding wo have a democratic majority. Their terms have not expired. 

Question, Have the school superintendents power to assess taxes for school purposes ? 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question. How is tho school fund raised? 

Answer. There is, 1 believe, a three per cent, fund, that tho schools got before the 
war. Then tho constitution provides that one-lifth of tho entire revenue shall go to 
the school fund. But tho late superintendents of education have, in many cases, em- 
bezzled it, and some have run off— both sons of tho former superintendent of educatioi^ 
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5.t Moutgoiuery (Dr. Cloud) have run away. Colonel Hodgson, present superintend- 
ent, says there are .^50.000 or $60,000 in the hands of the republican superintendents 
that have been embezzled or not accounted for, and he spoke to our firm about suing 
for it. A school-teacher in Montgomery came to me and said that*a former superin- 
tendent in Montgomery had his money, aud would not pay it over. Theu, Mr. Lovell 
has run away with the funds, and his bondsmen have been trying to compromise their 
liabilities. 

Question. Is there r*ny plan l>y wliicli the negro vote is controlled by tlio rci)ub- 
licans ? 

Ansica\ Well, I think tli<^ Loyal Leagues and their counselors resort to all sorts of de- 
vices, according to circumstances. For instance, they have commenced the campaign 
in Montgomery for the election of shcrilY aud tax collector in Noveuiber n<!Xt. Last 
v/eek I was inlbrmed that Sheriff Barber and Mr. Coffin — both republicans — went out 
to a negro-baptizing about five miles froui town, took a bottle of whisky, let the ne- 
groes drink lirst, aud llieu they drank. They go around to all the negro i)icnics culti- 
vating the negro. They have them at their houses, aud they have nuisic— so it is re- 
porte(l aud not contradicted. The wife of one of them performs on tIiei)iano forpoliti 
eal eficct, it is said. The pro.-peetlve candidate dines tlieui at his house, and tliey re- 
sort to secret councils. 

Question. Is there any seittiinont in your , Slate among ihi^ vxhite ]ie(^i)]e against set- 
tlers froui other parts of the couutry .* 

An.m-cr. Xo, sir; \we are very much in mod of good men from all parts of the world; 
we ofi'er ev(M'y inducement t») get them, and wlien one comes in we take hiui by the 
band and encourage him— treat him W( II. I have never heard of one in the county of 
]^.Iontg(unery being intc^rfei'cd with by a neighbor. We need i^opulation aud cai>ital, 
and our peojde are trying to form c(>[>artnershi])s with i^eojjle at the North who have 
ca})ital. Instead of being ]U'ejndi(M'd against their coming we are in favor of it. 

Question. How is the epathet caipct-bagger, which is so odious, applied, aud to Vtliorn 
do you api)ly it ! 

AnsiViV. If a man sliould come there and invest slOO,O0i>, and in the next year should 
'-eek the highest olliees, by a]!])ealing to the basest prejudices of an ignorant race, we 
would call him a ])olitieal carpel-baggiM". Wut if he followed his legitinuite business, 
took his chane<'s with the rest, behas ed himsell", and did noi stir ti]) strife, weNvouldcall 
him a gentleuuni. (Jeneral Warner bought land ; 1 lix(Ml some titles for him, aud I as- 
sured 1dm that when men came; tliere to take their chances with us for life, w(i 
would take tltem by tiie hand. Ihit W(; found out his designs. IJi^fore his S(;at in Ohio 
had got cold, he was running tl:e negro machint^ among us to i)ut himself in ollice. 
ileu(!e we call that <'ari)et-bagging, where a ixuson comes among us and tries to do 
something which he conld not do in the North before the v, ar. If 1 had gone to the 
North and s(*t myself up as a candidate for United States fSenator, I W(juld have been 
ridiculed, I could not ha.V(3 attained that ])osition in twenty years. It is worth the effort 
of twenty years to attain. Ihit he came just aiter, if not before, his senatorial term in. 
Ohio expired, and, by ringing in with tli<3 negroes, attained that position. Otn* present 
governor, Lindsay, is IVom Seotland, aud has been among us about twenty years. He 
married Governor Winston's sist<'r. Judge Goldthwaite was born in Ijoston, and his 
wife is a near relative of Mr. Wallach, of this city ; his mother was Ihiglish, and his 
brothers and sisters are Northerners. We long ago made him supreme court judge, and 
now we have made him senator. 

Ly ^Mr. Sti:vens()X : 
Question. How long has Mr. Goldthwaite been there ! 
Inswer. Thirty-five years, I reckon. 

Question. Before the war there was no such term as cari)et-bagger ? 

Answer. There was no such character l)efi)re the war. We were States with equal 
rights aud privileges, regulating our own institutions, and nobody could have carpet- 
1)agged over us in that Avay. 

Qiiestioii. You are n(jt a native of Alabama ? 

Answer. I am a native of Georgia. 

Question. Does the t(*rm cari)et-l>agger apply to a nam coming from Georgia to Ala- 
bama 'i 

Answer. Yes, he would be a (^eorgia ( arpet -bagger, if he came in the same- Avay. Wo 
set down ouv own people Vvho act that v/ay as the meanest. 
Question. You call them scalav/ags ^ 

Answer. Y^es, sir ; we have less confidiMiee in them than in cazpet-baggers. 

Question. If a man should come froi!! Georgia and act badly, wouhl you call him a 
scalawag or carpet-bagger ? 

^Inswer. Scalawag ; southern men v/e caU scalawags. The name originated in a fel- 
low being kicked by a sheep so that he died. He said he didn't mind being killed, but 
he hated the idea of being kicked to death by tl^e meanest wether in the whole flock — 
the scaly s!:eep. We mean by scalawag a meaner man than a carpet-bagger. 
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Question. Tho suiierlative ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Blair : » 
Question. You l^now Governor Parsons ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, lie was at one time acting with tlie conservative party ? 

Answer. He was an old-line whig np to Buchanan's election, when he joined tho demo- 
crats, giving as his reason that as tho whigs could not elect their candidates they 
ought to help defeat tho black republican party. I believe ho voted for Buchanan. In 
tho next race he voted for Douglas. He was in the Alabama legislature, and either 
introduced or voted for resolutions, the substance of which was this : Invoking the 
blessings of Heaven on the head of JeiBferson Davis, and praying that God would spare 
him to*consummate his holy purposes. Both of his sons were in the confederate army— 
o«o before ho was liable to conscription, if not both. Jabez L. Curry charged Parsons 
with being a reconstfuctionist or disloyal to the Government toward the close of the 
war. Young Parsons, who is a spirited boy, was so indignant at the charge that he 
shot Curry and wounded him. Afterward Dr. Ware, of Montgomery, an old man, 
said he believed Parsons was a reconstructionist ; that was the last year of the war. 

Mr. Poland, (Chairman.) Is there any necessity of going into this? 

Witness. I can close in a minute by saying that when Mr. Norris was in Congress, 
Governor Parsons told JSIr. Barnes, of Alabama, that it was necessary for him to go 
over to the other side ; that he had heavy claims against the Department, and it was 
necessary to ^o over to the party in power to get them through. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. Did he give that as a reason for becoming a republican 1 
Answer. Yes, sir; that is what Mr. Barnes told me. 
Question. Is it not generally understood to be the fact in Alabama ? 
Ansiver. I have heard it spoken of. 

Question. Is there not great prejudice against him, owing to the fact that they believe 
ho has changed his politics for mercenary purposes ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. What is tho position of the democratic party in your State on the subject 
of the education of the negroes ? 

Answer. They are most decidedly in favor of it. The superintendent of education, 
Colonel Hodgson at this time, is a democrat, and he is laboring with a great deal oi* 
zeal. We have separate schools, but he gives to every child in Alabama alike, making 
ifo distinction. Just as I was leaving he sent me a programme of the State educa- 
tional convention, which I here submit to the committee, in which I am announced as 
one of the speakers on tho occasion. 

On motion of ^Ir. Van Trump, the programme was ordered to be incorporated in the 
testimony as follows : 

Alabama State educational convention, to he held in Montgomery, Alabama, July 18, 19, and 

20, 1871. 

" Tho committee of arrangements have decided upon the following programme of 
exercises for the Alabama Sta?te educational convention, which convenes Tuesday, 
July 18th : 

PROGRAMME. 

"First day— Tuesday, July 18, 1871. 

'^10 a, m. — Convention assembles at tho hall of the house of representatives, Mont- 
gomery. Temporary organization. Committee appointed to report permanent oflicers 
and committees. 

" 10.30 a. m.— Address by Rev. B. F. Peters, superintendent of Fayette Countv. Sub- 
ject : ' Tho public school system of Alabama.' Debate : ' How shall our svstem of public 
instruction be improved ? ' 

''afternoon session. 
"3 p. m.— Report of committees and miscellaneous business. 

"4 p. m.— Address by Rev. Dr. E. Wadsworth, of Montgomery : ' Education of morals.' 
Debate : aiow are morals best taught in tho public schools, and to what extent should 
they form a part of public instruction ? 
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"evening session, 

8.30 ]). ni. — Address by Hon. John W. A. Sauford, attorney general. Sul>ject : ' In- 
iliience of literary studies npon a people.' Debate : 'What should be the relative scope 
of classical and scientific stndies ^ 

''Second day — IVcdncr.daijy Juhj VJ. 

'' Qonvention meets. Address by Hon. Jasmes L. Tait, commissioner of industrial re- 
sources : ' The necessity of technical education in xVlabama.' Debate : ' How far should 
the State provide for education in the api)lied arts and sciences 'V 

''11a.m. — Address by Gen. James H. Clantou, of Mont<^omery : 'The education of 
onr colored people.' Debate : 'What is our duty to the colored race iu the matter of 
education f ' 

" 1'2.30 p. m. — Miscellaneous business. 

"afternoon sesmon. * 
" 3 p. m. — Reports from committees and business. 

" 4 p. m. — Address by Hon. Marliu \, Calvin, of Augusta, Georgia, commissioner of 
public schools : ' Geography : when it should be commenced, and how taught.' Dis- 
cussion of this and kindred subjects. 

'• EV ENING ^E>SI()^. 

" 8.30 p. m. — AddresN by General John B. Gordon, of Georgia. Subject : ' Educa- 
tion at the South.' D(d3ate : 'How can the southern people be aroused to the necessity 
of public instruction V 

" TiiiKi) DAY — Thv }•■<(!(( t/, Jiihj 2'>. 

"9 a. m. — Iteport of committees and miscellaneous bu.siues>. 
* "10 a.m. — Address by .Fos. ^^'in. Moses, esq., of JMontgomery. Subject: 'The Jew 
and education.' Debate: ' Should the public scliool fund b«» apportioned the religious 
sects?' 

" 1*2 m. — Address by Dr. Jerome Cochran, of ^Mobile, professor of chemistry, medical 
college of Alabama, i-Vc, i-Vc. Subject: ' The medical school as a branch of our uni- 
versity.' 

'|1 p. m. — Unfinished busiiKvss. 

"AlTEIiNOoN SESSION. 

" 3 p. m. — l^usine^ss. Address from Captain N. C. Cross, Selma. Subject : ' The public 
schools of Selma, and their success.' Debate : 'How can the school fund be best sup- 
l)lemented I ' 

E\'ENING SESSION. 

"8.30 p. m.— Addre:^s from Colonel W. T. Walthall, Mobile : • Shall we follow or lead.' 
Discussion and final remarks as to the labors of the convention. 

" The meetings of the convention will bo held at the hall of the house of represent- 
atives, (capitol.) 

" The hospitalities of the citizens of Montgomery will bo extended to the members 
of the convention. The names of those who pro})i)se attending should be sent in ad- 
vance to the superintendent of public instructiori, so that the committee ui)on recei>tion 
may provide for their accommodation. 

" Free return-tickets over all the railroads will be furnished as usual to all members 
by the secretary. 

"Xot more than ten nii-uites arc expected to be occuxnecibv each speaker in debate. 

"JOSEPH HODGSON, 

Clialrman of Committee of Arraugrmcnts. 

" J. J. L.VNGiiAM, Sccyctcr--'j,^' 

Qnc>;tlon. You saj' you are iuniounced to speak on the occasion ? 

Ansu'cv. Yes, sir. I attended the tirst examination they had and examined the classes 
in person. Since then I have received no invitation to examine the classes publicly 
myself. I made a speech in reply to Senator Wilson, of Massachusetts, when he was 
there. 
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By Mr. Van Thump : 
Question. Who gives out tbo invitations for the, examinations ? 

Answer, Tho republican superintendent invited me at the first examination. Since 
tlieu I have had no invitation, thoujjh I wanted to do the negroes good ; but they have 
kept as shy of me as they can. I have subscribed to build their school-houses, and 
other democrats generally do it. 

By :^Ir. Beck : 
Question, The subscriptions are not limited to yon ? 

Jimvcr, Oh, no, sir; subscriptions for churches and school-houses are going around all 
the time. I helped build the first Baptist church, and when it was dedicated to be 
turned over to the colored people a white minister preached the sermon, and a number 
of white ladies went to attend the services. Now that the negro is a voter we would 
rather have him educated and intelligent. We do not think he will steal as much. 
And if we do not educate him he will go back to barbarism. In the interior they have 
got snake bones and such things. 

By Mr. Van Tru.^ip : 
Question. These are ob.iectg of worship ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. In Lowndes County about two months ago they killed a negro boy 
about twenty years old for bewitching somebody that was sick. The tendency is to 
go back to barbarism, and but for contact with the white people they would do so in 
any country in the world. 

Question. Was the minister who preached at the dedicatk)n and installation of his 
negro successor, a democrat or republican ? 

Ansjcer. A democrat; a chaplain of a confederate reghiicnt. 

Question. What denomination? 

Answer. Baptist. 

By Mr. Blair . 

Question. There has been some testimony before the committee in reference to Ihe 
])uming of negro school-houses and churches ; do you believe there are any respcetablt3 
number of white people in Alabama who would countenance such things f 

Answer. Tliere is not a gentleman in tho South, or lady, who would do it. 

Question. Have you ever heard of any such occurrence f 

Answer. I can call to mind only one. Just after the war two men were charged with 
burning a negro school-house in Lowndes County. They were put in the Montgomery 
jail and sent for me to defend them. I recollect expressing myself very bitterly against 
them, if guilty. They told me they were innocent. I was absent at the trial, but they 
were acquitted. I have never heard of any negro church being burned, or if I have it 
has escaped my memory. We have bad white boys who, as in old time, want to quit 
school, and would burn the school-houses. 

Question. Do you believe public opinion in any county in your State would tolerate* 
such a thing ? ' ^ 

Answer. There is not a county that would not disgrace a man who would own or 
acknowledge it. 

Question, Would not the act be punished ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; it would bo punished. A great many confederate soldiers arc teachT 
ing these schools. An orderly sergeant of mine is teaching ; a school-mate of mine^ 
also, and a cousin of my step-mother. The widow of a soldier who fell as color-bearer* 
came to me to know what to do ; she was weakly, and liad children to bring up. I ad-^ 
vised her to take a negro school. She consented, and I got a school for her to teach. 
I did not consult anybody as to tho propriety of it, because I knew it was right. The 
next day I met twelve prominent men and stated tho fact to them, and eleven of tho 
twelve said I had done exactly right ; the other was a man of pretty strong prejudices. 
A Catholic, who had been teaching a Catholic school in Mobile, came to me for some- 
thing to do. Said I, " Go and teach a negro school." He went off, and tho next time^ 
I saw him ho had a negro ^chool. The teachers ar6 responsible for what prejudices'* 
there has been agaiust negro schools. For instance, there is a negro college that I sub- 
scribed money to \\e\\) inclose, and I understand Judge Goldthwaito gave $500 worth 
of land for its location. I t^ld tho mother of a little yellow boy living on my lot to 
send the boy to the school, and if she could not pay I would pay for him myself. I at- 
tended the examination. I was told by people that they had all sorts of caricatures to 
prejudico tho negro against the white man — pictures of tho negro as a slave and as a 
freeman. A radical delivered an address reciting the wrongs against their race. The 
school was imder radical r<^gime, the teachers were strangers to us, and it was a politi- 
cal nursery to prejudice tho race against us. As the negroes number three to ono 
white person among us it is a very serious question. AVhat prejudice there is has been 
created in that way— creating the impression that we arc their enemies. Every effort is 
made to prevent our harmonizing with them. Just after tho war there was a large bar- 



ALABAMA. 



237 



bociio got up of wliitcb a Lid blacks- There were no candidates then ; the object v.^as to 
barmouizo and prevent a war of races. There was a mean Southern white man who 
had turned radical. Before that I had had as a militar3^ ofdcer to protect tho negroes 
j^^ainst this very man. IIo told the negroes that the whites had got them to go there 
to x)oison them." AVohad two long tables ; the ministers of the gospel were there, and 
the whites w^ero gojng to march in to one table and the negroes tho other. But the 
negroes did not corne, and I bad to go liack np town among them and make a speech, 
in which I denounced this fellow for getting up this feeling. After awhile we got one 
and another to tho tables. That was all done in the interest of peace. This worthless 
scamp said ho was in favor of their rights. 

Question. Wliat policy would bo best, in your judgment, to be pursued by the Govern- 
ment to benefit both races, and renew tho good feeling of the Southern peoiile toward 
the Government ? 

Answer. A generous policy. If we felt that we enjoyed all the rights and imnumi- 
ties of ]SIassachusetts we woTild vie with that State in devotion to the Government. 
But when we are slaves we cannot love tho Government. We cannot love a malad- 
ministration which measures a man'iS political rights ])y his political opinions. 1 
believe this is the only Government that does so. For instance, Judge Kico has beon 
.> Fceessionist ; I have'fouglit him on it agniii and again. Now he finds me a democrat 
and I lind him a radical, llo is a citizen ; I am not. He diil all he could to break u]) 
tho Govenuneut ; 1 to save it, It just amount.s to this. It is the only country in tho 
world where a man's I'ights as a citizen dei)end upon his i)olit»ical o]nuions. If I say 
\ am a rt'])nblican my shackles fall from my limbs very soon. He said he was a repub- 
lican and they fell from bis limbs. We cannot be expected to love an administration 
that treats us thus ; that puts ignorant negroes over us and tramples under foot virtue, 
Mitelligence, and morality; that forces on ns a constitution and law-makers. Very 
few of those who are o\{'r us liave a military reputation, l)nt they .are the oflscouring 
of creation — political and. military snuaws from all parts of the habitable globC; 
including the Canadian negro<'s. 

Question. What would be the effect of such a policy? 

Ahsiver. When General (b'nnt made bis Southern trip both pai ties were speaking 
of him for the Presidency. He went a8 far as INlemphis, r4']>orted all (piiet, and advised 
?uild measures. That v, akrd a very cordial response in our hearts. And when General 
Sherman wrote his letter the other day, men whoso houses had been burned by his sol- 
diers said, Let u.s go for Sherman ; be will carry the Government back to the old track, 
and do justice." If a generous policy wa^s pursued these foreign iutermecldlers would 
'cave US, and the two races would get along very well. It is a mistake that tho negro 
would be oppressed. It is to our interest to k»M'p his confidence. We have no other 
labor. If you do not pay hini this year for his work, he will not work for you another 
year, and iie will prejudice every other r.egro against you. Our interest is mutual. 
They neetl our superior guidimee antl direction, antl wo need their labor. We would get 
along well if we were let alone. But there are a few men who say to him, ^'ISow 
yon watch these conservatives; they will put you back into slavery if they can ; the,\ 
are only doing you kindnesses to got your vole^.'' That influenco renders ns power- 
h'ss, exasperates the n<\gro, keeps up strife, and perpetnates antagonism, w^hich is 
against our wishes and intercvst. Tho disabilities aie very galling to our joeople. Not 
that our leading men wont ofiice ; very few of them do. There was no scramble of our 
'cading men after the war. We want to build up our waste places, and retrieve our 
lost ibrtunes. But the peor)lo demand the services of our best men, and cannot get 
them. It not only makes the men who are under disabilities, but those who an> not, 
comjdain and chafe that they cannot send good men to the legislature or Congress. 

Question. You lose the services of your best men ? 

Aum-er. Yes, sir; the Houso is composed almost exclusively of young men witliouJ: 
legislative experience. There was not one old leader, not one cx])erienced directing 
mind in that ])ody, thon?jh there were some very promising men. Hence the interest of 
the State suHers. " And let me say in this connection that if there should bo a foreign war 
it would be a very singular jn'oposition to call upon a man to fight for his country while 
you keep him in chains and do not allow him the privileges of liis former slaves. It is 
not animosity against the Government, but t© make a man love his country you musf 
X him the'rights of every other citizen of tho country. If that was done and there 
should be a foreign war, onr people would respond with alacrity ; would vio with the 
North in patriotism, as they did in tho revolutionary war, tho war of 1812, and tho 
Mexican war. But they wo'j'd wart to go into battle as inferiors. This is a con- 
stant source of irritation. 

By 3Ir. Beck : 

Question. I will ask you whether or not, a^ chairman of the democratic central com- 
mittee of Alabama, it was either required or was the habit of the people, to send to 
you reports of such outrages as w^-r<^ alleged to be committed in different parts of tho 
Stat^, so as to get at the f^cts * 
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Answer. Yes, sir; they did not do so Id all cases, l)ut that was tho rule. Several 
times we were' ■s\Titten to. For instance, in Elmore County there would be some slan- 
der published, and they would write to me, saying, Tell Governor Smith (or Parsons) 
to pay no attention to it.'' 

Question. The habit was to report the facts ? 

Jw^ircr. Yes, sir. * ^ „ , , -, . , ^ 

Question. Do you consider that you are as fully advised in regard to the condition of 
the State as any other person in Alabama? ^ , . , ^ , 

Ansicer. Without arrogating anything to myself, I think I know more about it than 
any man in Alabama. I have lived there thirty-seven years, and have been a most 
active man ; belonged to the old whig party, and belong now to the democratic. 

Question. What has been the effect of the action taken by the Northern Methodist 
church preachers upon your population, in regard to the church or church govern- 
ment f 

Answer. Well, sir, I could not go into particulars farther than I have. They go there 
in a twofold capacity ; they- profess to be emissaries of Christ, and they seem to be 
emissaries also of the radical party ; they preach their religion and their politics at 
tlie same time. That is the general belief there. There are not many of them, how- 
ever. 

Question. Do you know a man by the name of Lalvin ; if so, what is his character so 
far as you liave heard it spoken of? 

Ansirer. He is a man of very bad character. I would not know him if I were to see 
him. He was notorious there as a mischief-maker and a stirrer up of strife. 

Question. A man of notoriously bad character ? 

Answer. I would say so. 1 never knew of his stealing anything or killing anybody, 
but I speak of his general reputation as a mischief maker. 

Question. What has been the effect upon the negro population of the political excite- 
ments — warnings, threats, and promises, made to them ? . What has been the effect 
upon their labor and their advancement as a people ? 

Answer. It has been, to a certain extent, to paralyze their labor. There are great 
droves of them in every city and village attending political meetings. It is a wonder 
liow they live. But they are now losing their confidence in their leaders very much ; 
gradually their leaders are losing their hold on them. 

Question. What do you know about promises made to them of land, mules, and other 
property, if they voted the republican ticket, and of threats to be put back into slavery 
if they did not ? How far have they been influenced by such promises and threats ? 

Answer. They have been influenced greatly by threats and promises. Tho general 
impression among them unmistakably was that if the democrats get into power they 
would be put back into slavery. The more ignorant believed this, but they all be- 
lieved that they would be deprived of the right of voting. That accounted for their 
voting in such a solid body. 

Question. W^ere there any promises made to them of land ? 

Answei'. Oh, yes. 

Question. What was the general character of that promise ? 

Answer. Forty acres and a mule. A man went to a big meeting with a lot of painted 
pegs which he offered for sale at a dollar a piece. He said all they had to do was ^o 
stick them down and get them forty acres of land. 

Question. United States pegs ? 

Answe}'. Yes, sir ; they were to pay $4 for four pe^s, select their laud, walk so many, 
steps east, west, north, and south, put down the pegs at the four corners, and they got 
a title from the United States Government to the forty acres. In one place he sold two 
hundred of these pegs. We heard of this in more instances than one. Major Pierce 
told me he witnessed it. 

By Mr. Ste\T5NS0X : 
Question. Did you hear the politics of the man who sold the pegs ? 
Answer. No, sir. I have heard of their getting halters to take their mules home. ♦ 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. These promises of course i)roved false ; what was tho effect upon the negro 
of these broken promises ? 

Answer. Many of them say they will not trust them any longer, and when they want 
assistance they come to Southern white men. In Alabama there are not to-day 3,000 
republican white men of all sorts, in my opinion. General Grant got about 8,000 white 
votes, but I do not think Governo.^ Smith got that number. There is a great change 
going on. The democrats own 999 acres out of every 1,000. Tliey are the only men 
that can help tho negro much ; they are assisting them, and wlieii the negroes como 
for help they seem greatly mortified. 

Question. Is it not a well-known trait of the negro character that when you make 
promises and break them, he will not trust you thereafter f 
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Answer . Yes, sir; lie learns slowly but surely, and when he loses conlidence in you, 
you cannot easily restore it. 

Qiiestio}). Something was said ahout the falling off of the vote of the negro in Eutaw, 
for Major Hays ; do you know of any reasons why that should bo otherwise than by 
force, fraud, or intimidation ? 

Jufiivfr. lean tell you why it fell off in several cases: Major Hays was know^n iu 
Alabama as the most' cruel master that ever lived in that country before and during 
tlie war ; and it is common reputation that he gave orders to the negroes for their ser- 
vices upon men who never paid them. 

(luesiion. Did not this account sufficiently for their refusal to vote? 

Ansivtr. Yes, sir; these tilings were known and our ])arty circulated them over tho 
.listrict. And another thing, the radical attorney-general, Joshua blowers, went into 
the jail and whii)ped a negro on suspicion of having w^aylaycd and whipp(Hl his wife's 
brother. I published that all over the State last campaign, and it is known to every- 
!>ody. The case came up before the court, and it was proved that he took a common 
handsaw an<l wdiijipcd him, and then salted him down. ^Vheu he ran for attorney- 
general and w^as el(^cte<l, that was not generally known among the negroes, 1)ut in the 
last election he was l>eaten, and Hays's majority was reduced. The ra<lical marshal of 
3Iontgomery was iU()fes;«;ioually a negro hunter — made his living by it. Tho present 
radical cliaiicelor in Montgomery voted for a bill to make every fre(^ negro in Ala- 
bama, before the wiir, a slave or leave the State. Negroes that I tried to (lefend were 
put into slavery, and had to choose masters. I was oppose^l to the bill ; I do not know 
whether 1 vot<'d upon it or not. I told this up5n him iu a speech whicli was publishcHl. 
Here are th(>se cru< l men, every om* of them was in the confederate army, and after 
llie war they just vrent in for the sjioils and good oGiees. These things I published; 
tlie negro cannot r«'ad, but as lar as 1 could get his'car 1 sought to make tliem known. 

(Jucsilon. These are the causes for the falling off of the vote ! 

^lusim'. Tliat was one of the prime causes. 

(Jucstion. Whatever may bo tlie law of Alabama as to the right of a man to challenge 
a voter, what is the praetical elfect of it Does anybody dan^ to challenge a man t 

^Insircr. I lu^Acr have seen one challenged. It is:;f5()() line and imprisonment, 1 think, 
for interfering in the elections, and Ave have negro juries, radical slierilfs and clerks. 
J addressed (uie jury of eleven ignorant negroes and one white man. If that party 
couhl get any Loid up<»n a man for violation of the election law, they would certainly 
conviet him. 

Oiustion, The jwactieal ojteration of the law is, as I understand it, that a man 
dare not oj^cii his mouth, and the vote goes unchallenged / 
Answer. Yes, sir: it does go unchallenged. 

(JutKtion. Have you any security at all in your elections from a man voting just as 
often as he pleases / 

Ansucr. No, sir; it is even held by the best lawyers of our State that if you catch a 
man voting four times or more you cannot convict him. In ]\lobile they stuck fisli- 
liooks in the coat of every negro that voted, and when he came to another jwll witii 
tiie lish-hook in his clothes there was a fellow to recognize him and threaten to nab 
liim. The negro would see that he was known and expect some punishment. Ihit, 
after an examination of the law, it is the opinion of the best lawyers that it was framed 
purposely so that you cannot convict. 

]^,y Viv. Van Trump: 

Question, Yon were in ^Montgomery at the time legal proceeding was instituted ou 
I'uiialf of Governor Lindsay to recover the books and papers of the otiice ! 
Aitswtr. I was; was an adviser of Governor Lindsay and was present at the trial. 
(Jiuyflon. The trial occupied several days 
.insivcr. One day and part of another, 

(Jiuvtlot), What was the demonstration at the court; was there a great crowd there? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; but as orderly and (luiet as you ever saw. The crowd was not 
brought there for violent i)urposes, for every good man counseled moderation. Theni 
was uo preparation for violence. 

(Jucstion. it was a matter of great interest ? 

^inswtr. It was; and it was a matter of surprise that they shoiild claim the ofiice. 
Question. Were you a close observer of the proceedings 
^Inswer. I was. 

(Jnestion. Did you observe a large number of people armed ? 

Anm-er. No, sir; on the contrary, I saw but one ])istol during the entire proceeding, 
and that, in my opinion, was to assassinate mo in the back, lirainerd, the radical cir- 
•uit clerk, w ho paid me .s400 to defend him for killing his brother-in-law, took a seat 
just opposite me as I sat on the steps, while the lieutenant governor was counting tho 
vote on the speaker's stand. I noticed that as I changed about he changed. I went 
down into the secretary of State's office ; there a gentleman came to mo and said, " You 
^yatch Brainerd. he is'foUowing you about all the time.'^ I started to go back ; as I 
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did 60 I met him a<>-ain. He had a cloak around him. • From the way he held his hand 
and arm I thought lie had a pistol. I jumped and jerked his coat open, and there under 
his arm was a revolver, in fact, outside of his coat. 

Questioiu If there was an unusual crowd of strangers on that occasion, what was the 
cause of that influx; was there any public meeting ? 

Atmver, That was an exciting time, but there was no demonstration whatever and 
no disrespect shown to Governor Smith. 

Question, Nobody armed? ^ ^ . „ 

An8wa\ Nobody ; if there were, I should have seen them. I do not recollect seeing 
but this one, who denied it when I took the pistol from him. I told him if I caught 
him following me again I would shoot him. 

Question. What would be the best means of arriving at the facts in this wide-spread 
examination; for this committee to go South and make the investigation in the several 
localities, or to hold their sittings here ? 

Amicer, It would bo much better to go South, because there you could take up charge 
after charge in the dilferent localities. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question, You say your taxes were increased for school purposes ? 

Anstc€i\ Yes, sir ; in part for schools, but not for schools alone. We had a school 
fund before, but it was increased so as to make it one-fifth of the entire revenue. That 
would treble our taxes. 

Question. There is a considerable appropriation for railroads ? 

Ansicer, No, sir ; they did not do anything for railroads out of this fund. The rail- 
road companies pay interest on the bonds, except $250,000 paid by Governor Lindsay, 
and I think he issued new bonds to pay that. 

Question. Your State has paid nothing, then, for railroads up to this time ? 

An»wer. I do not think she has paid anything out of the taxes ; she has in bonds. 
Superintendent Hodgson told nie the school-fund was §150,000 behind, and he was 
afraid he would have to suspend his schools if he could not arrange to raise the money. 

Question. The tax-bill proper is much l^ss in amount than it was before ? 

Answei'. It was one-quarter of one per cent., now it is three-quarters. 

Question. What was the tax before the war ? 

Aymver. I do not think it was one-quarter of one per cent. 

Question. Do you know the aggregate amount raised now ? 

Ansicer. 1 do not. 

Question, You had a provisional governor after the war ? 

Answer. Wo had Provisional Governor Parsons ; then we elected Governor Fatten 
and a white legislature. That legislature made the tax one-quarter of one per cent. 
The next legislature increased it to three-quarters. Our county tax in Montgomery 
has been nearly quadrupled in three or four years. 

Question. Your supreme court is a court of appeal, is it not ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; it sometimes exercises jurisdiction in habeas^corpus cases. 

Question. What is the character of it for capacity ? 

Answer. It is fair. Chief Justice Peck stood high as a lawyer ; the other two are 
men of good personal habits. 

Question. Is the Union league in existence now in Alabama? 

Answei'. We think it is ; I do not know. I heard the sheriff of our county ask a 
negro, who was being tried for stealing, if he had given the jury the sign, and he told 
him he had. 

Question. You mean league sign ? * ^ 
Answer. I suppose so. 

Question. Is there any counter organization opposed to this league ? 

Answer. None under heaven that I know of. I have heard of disguised men, but I 
have no evidence that anything like a league exists. To the best of my information, I 
swear that I do not believe there has ever been an organization in the State, further 
than perhaps in a county, with direct reference to some particular case, that would act . 
in disguise. But I do not think they had any connection with bodies of men in other 
sections of the State. I have received two or three letters from strangers who wanted 
to know if there were any Ku-Klux Klaus in the State. 

Question. You think there never was any ? 

Answer. I have no doubt men in some counties have banded together for unlawful 
purposes; but that they were organized in different counties, with signs, pass-words, 
ifec, I do not believe it. 

Question, You have heard of negroes being whipped by men in disguise ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I have heard of a few cases. 

Question, Of course, you think such proceeding is wrong ? 

Answer. Certainly ; I condemn it. In the longest speech I ever made in the court- 
house in my life, I took over two hours against some white men who were charged with 
whipping uEother white man; and the men were blacked or in disguise. Moreover, 
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they were democrats, and the man who was whipped was a repnblican, though poli- 
tics had nothing to do with it. • 

Questiou, You have never heard the fact of the legislature taking bribes, &c., given 
as an excuse for the whipping of negroes by disguised men ? 

Answer. No, sir; never. 

Question. The fact of the legislature being corrupt, and composed of carpet-baggers 
and scalawags, was never given as an excuse for these outrages ? 

Aumver. Oh, no, sir ; the men who do these things would not let it be known. I do 
not know who they are ; I have never known one who was concenied in it, so help me 
God ; but I infer thoy are irresponsible, reckless characters. 

Question. Never heard of a case coming before the courts? 

Answer, Yes, sir; I defended five myself three weeks ago charged with whipping a 
colored man; but they proved by colored and white men that they were not there. 
^ Question. Whi})ped by men in disguise ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; in ^lacon County. The United States commissioner discharged 
them without bonds. The negroes who testified to an alibi have been since run otf by 
their own color. 

Question. Would you not think the frequent recurrence of Kn-Kliix outrages u])on 
colored men would be a very serious injury to the southern jieople in the present state 
of atfairs ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the men who perpetrate them are the worst enemies of our people 
on God's earth, and every decent man there says so. These outrages are not very fre- 
quent, but whenever they occur we know they will be magnified and furnish material 
for our enemies to ke<»l) up tliis warfare upon us; and we would x>^*iii-^h them to tin? 
extent of the law vrithout any aid from the United States if weeonld get hold of them. 
But these things are not common, aud they occur just as often to one party as the 
otlier. 

Question. It would be greatly to the advantage of the two parties and to the good 
men of the State to have them p'ut down ? 

Answer. Well, we ar<' putting them down as far and as fiist as we caTi — both parties. 
It is soui(3 i)rivate ]>r(jndice; it is not often ])olitical, though sometimes it is. Ouv 
governor says (and we have so advised him) lie will ])ut tli<^m down and go to any 
length, if necessary, in doing so. When the word of the outrage in Coosa (or Elmore) 
County cam*', Governor Lindsay dis])atched one of his secretaries to see about it and 
make a report. 

Question. Your ])eo]d(^ well understand that the freqiu^nt recurrence of such things 
endangers their relations with the Federal Government, and keeps back friendly legis- 
lation i 

Answer. Yes, sir, understand it perfectly and act upon it. Every i)ress in the State 
almost takes that ground. The Advertiser, the organ of our ])arty at Montgomery, 
takes that ground. I read the northern ]):ipers. There are not as many outrages or 
mobs among us as there are in the Northwestern States. That is my opinion. They 
have women mobs and# men mobs at the North ; they take men from jail. I see just, 
as many outrages in Massachusetts as in other States. 

Question. The reconstruction policy of Congress you understand to embrace not only 
colored sufirage aud equality before the law, such as giving testimony, sitting on 
juries, &c., but also the disfranchisement of some white men; was there opposition 
to the feature of it giving colored suffrage among your people? 

Answer. The question has never come up in Alabama iu that shape — whether there 
should b«^ colored sutfrage — since just after the war. Here is the way we look at that 
question : with us the question is. Shall Congress prescribe universal sutfrage, or shall 
Alabama do it ? My own opinion js, if that question had been left to Alabama, sh ^ 
would have ]uirsued a very liberal policy toward the negro — given him every right he 
had the intelligence to exercise. 

Question. The white people of Alabama would not have accepted voluntarily the 
reconstruction policy of Congress as a whole ? 

Aimeer. No, sir. 

Question, They would have vot^d it down ? 
Answer. Y( s, sir. 

Question. There was no way, then, for the Government to put it upon the people of' 
Alabama under the form of a popular election without permitting the negro to vote ? 

Answer. That is to say, so far as universal sufirage is concerned, Congress could not** 
have done it in any other way. It had either to force it upon us or leave it to us ; it 
chose the former, "it liad the power to put upon us anything it pleased. 

Question. I said, under the form of a popular election— could not have done it'iu any 
other way ? 

Ansiver. Congress could not have done it in any other way ; Alabama could. I do not 
think she would have done it, however. 

Question. Is there still a feeling against the manner in which reconstruction wa& put 
upon Alabama? 

16 
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Answer, Yes, sir. 

Qu4;stion. Is the feeling general ? , 

AnsuxT, Yes, sir ; and the manner in wliieh it was done will always be regarded as 
odious. But the people quietly submit to it, and protect the negro in every right con- 
ferred upon him by Congress. ^ , , , , , ^ . 

Question. Has the general conduct of the negroes of Alabama been good or bad smco 
reconstruction! , ^ , , ' . , 

Ansirer. Except where influenced by bad white men and a few bad negroes, it has 
been good. 

Question. Has it been good to an extraordinary extent T 

Answer. Yes, sir ; where removed from this baneful political influence tending to 
array them against the white race, so far as being quiet and peaceable, it has been very 
good. 

Question. Have these influences been exerted more or less in all parts of the State ? « 

Answer. Yes, sir; the whole State has been thoroughly canvassed again and again by 
radical speakers ; but the negroes have behaved best where they were furthest re- 
moved from these influences. 

Question. You said the proportion of the criminals was about forty negroes to fivo 
white men ? 

Answer. In our jail it is in about that prtrportion. 

Question. You have reference, then, simply to Montgomery County ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Not to the rest of the State ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I will add that I think that would be a pretty fair average in the 
State at large. 

Question. What is the character of the bulk of the offenses charged against the 
negroes ? 

Answer. The most of thepi are petty offenses. 
Question. Of what character ? 

Answer. If you may call it a petty offense, adultery is very common. Petty larceny is 
frequent ; next comes mule-stealing — not so many ; then rape. 
Question. Committed on white women ? 
Ansu'cr. I defended a negro in Tuskegee for rape. 
Question. Before reconstruction ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Queoiion, Any since f 

A7iswer. A negro was tri^d for rape on a young girl in Montgomery recently. They 
also attempted a rape on a respectable white married woman. Then comes murder. 
They kill one another frequently. There have been, in my opinion, more white men 
killed by negroes than negroes by whites — more shot. 

Question. Have you ever known a case where a company of disguised negroes went at 
night to a white man's house, took him from his bed, stripped and scourged him ? 

Answe): I have heard of cases, and I know of one case in Macon County in which they 
went and shot a man ; he jumped out of the window and got away. 

Question. Were they disguised ? 

Aiiswer. I do not know ; it was dark. They were -put in jail, but afterward escaped. 
Question. My question is whether you know of negroes doing these things in<fisguiae. 
Answer. I do not recollect. The deputy sheriff of Macon County was taken by 
negroes, beaten, and left for dead. 
Question. Were they disguised ? 

Ansicer. Not that I know of. I have been informed that the only Ku-Klux killed in 
disguise in the State of Alabama proved to be a radical. I know a negro was arrested 
as a Ku-Klux, and brought by the military authorities to Montgomery about six or 
eight months ago. And in Tallapoosa a negro was charged with assaulting a white 
man, and depriving him of his rights under the fifteenth amendment. There is not a 
respectable white woman in the Negro Belt of Alabama ^tho will trust herself hardly 
outside of her house without some protector. 

Question. Did you ever ha ve a case reported to you, as chairman of the executive com- 
mittee, of a colored man being taken from his house at night by a disguised party and 
whipped T 

Ansu^er. Yes, sir; the easel referred to, of five white men charged with taking a 
negro from his house and whipping him. But it was very plain they had nothing to 
do with it. 

Question. Have you had any case reported to you, as chairman of the executive com- 
ufiittee? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have had several letters from Elmore County, explaining the 
case, to which I referred, about the I^Iethodist preacher ; also from boosa County, in 
reference to the same affair ; then in regard to those five men, it was reported to me in 
person. I may have hud, in the course of four or fivo years, several other cases ; for 
instance, in reference to the affair in Eutaw. 
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Question. You do not recollect any case in wliicli men in disguise have gone to tho 
houses of colored men, and stripped and whipped them ? 

Answer. I cannot recollect any cases of that kind. There may have been some 
letters. 

Question. You say the negroes believe that if the democrats got into power, they would 
take away their right to vote ? 

Ansive7\ Yes, sir; they all believe they would be deprived of suffrage ; and the more 
ignorant, that they would be put back into slavery. 

Question. Do you believe the white i)eople would be in' favor of depriving them of tho 
right of suffrage? 

Ansiver. I thiuk if they had the power, as far as they would go would be to qualify 
the right in some way. The exercise of the right of negro suffrage, I»think, will always 
exist in Alabama to some extent. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Would the qualification be extended to both races ? 

Answer. Well, our coustitution, as it stands, is imperative ; we had to take an oath, 
before we could vote under the constitution forced ux)on us by Congress, that we v/ould 
never discriminate in future in regard to race, color, or previous condition. We could 
not diseriminate under these circiunstances. 

Question. You are supi)()sing if you had your own way about it? 

Answer. Sulhcient unto the day is the evil thereof." If negro suffrage works well 
in the South, it increases our representation, and we are all going democratic next 
time. Hence, it is a question for us to consider whether we shall have our represen- 
tation decreased or not. 

Question. Suppose you should make a property or intelligence qualification, I wish to 
know if yon would extend it to both races. 

Answer. Under the present constitution it would have to be so extended; but I do 
not know what the x>eople would do about it. 

By Ut. Pool : 

Question. What do you mean by saying the Government should act generously? 

Answer. Why, keep the Federal hands off the throat of Alabama, as t^he (loes off 
Massachusetts. We sprang from as good stock as any other State. We can boast of 
a revolutionary ancestry as good a?? that of any other State. We gave this country 
most of it* territory. We gave it Washington, Jefferson, Madison, and ^Monroe ; we do 
not feel ourselves inferior to anybody, and we do not love anybody who claims that we 
are. 

Question. In what iiarticular has the Federal hand been put upon you since the re- 
construction acts ? 

Answer. We can complain of what the colonies did : that you have imposed foreigners 
and laws upon us, and taken our people away from the civil courts to the Dry 
Tortngas. 

Question. Not since reconstruction ? 

Answer. You sul)stitnte the military officer, now, for the justice of the peace and the 
constable; you send the military to arrest men ; you do not allow the governor nor the 
civil officer to call for a posse. We would all respond, as I have again and again in- 
formed the radical sheritf, with a posse to execute any law ; but in the contest for 
governor, you put the military at the capital. 

Question. You do not mean to say the Government now substitutes military force ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; whenever it suits its purpose it does. 

Question. The granting of general amnesty, you thiuk, would be one act of generosity ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. A x>roclamation to the people of Alabama of a kind, salutary char- 
acter, appealing to them to observe law and order, would not affect the conduct of the 
better portion of the community, for they are all right, anyhow ; but it would have a 
most happy effect — just as if it was issued to Massachusetts; it would be worth a 
thousand force bills. 

Question. Is there any condition of things in Alabama calling for such a proclamation 
now? 

Answei'. None at all, and nothing calling for additional legislation now. The evils 
complained of in Alabama are such as every other State, as far as there is just such 
crime in any other State, might complain of. 

Question. Can you indicate any other act that the Government ought to do ? 

Ansicer. All we ask is for the Government to trust us and let us alone. We are a 
State ; we carry the mails and do everything else which pertains to the province of 
the General Government ; but in regard to our local State affairs, we ask to be let 
alone. 

Question. How about the payment of losses during the war ? 

Ansicer. We do not expect a cent; never have asked for a cent ; I have never done 
it, and I do not know anybody else who does ask for it, unless it is somebody who pro- 
tends to have been loyal during the war — widows and orphans. 
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Qncstion. You think, then, on a'gencral view of the whole condition of Alabama, that, 
so far as the enforcement of law and order is concerned, it is on tho average as good as 
that of any other State f 

An8we)\ YeSj sir j as good as any other State. 

Question. And as good as before the war ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; just as good. Judge Busteed has held two or three Federal courts, 
and has had grand juries of loyal men. At tho last term they found but one true bill ; 
that was against a boy about eighteen years old for counterfeiting— altering a one dollar 
bill. If another bill of indictment was found, t have not heard of it. And tho term 
l)eforo the last he discharged the grand jury both in Huntsville and Montgomery, I be- 
lieve, as they had nothing to do. 

Question. Do you give your judgment fronji your acquaintance among the people or 
fi-oni the state of the docket t 

Answer. Both. 

Question. You think crimes are ferreted out and pursued as promptly as before the 
war ? 

Answer. Entirely so ; there is no disposition to screen a man unless ho is a favorite 
of one of the radical judges ; then they will throw out a bill. I have denounced them, 
and called upon the court to discharge the grand jury. If you. had seen them you 
would take them for jail birds — the most vicious characters. One of them was himself 
indicted at that very term of tho court for perjury. 

Question. At that same term ? 

Answer, I had that grand jury discharged, and I think he was indicted for perjury. 
Ho liad a son in jail for horse-stealing at that very term. 
Question. You were a general in the confederate service ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. In what part of Alabama did you have command ? 

Answer. 1 fought cavalry under General Bragg at Shiloh and Pensacola; commanded 
a brigade of cavalry at Boonville ; afterward commanded the eastern department of 
the Gulf, South Alabama and Florida; afterward North Alabama; fought Kousseau ; 
was with Johnston at Dalton and Marietta ; I crossed that gentloman^s [General Blair^s] 
tmck several times with cavalry. 

Answe)\ Whatever feeling exists in Alabama grows out of the reconstruction policy ? 

Ansicer. Not that alone, but the maladministration of the State government in the 
hands of radicals. If we had had the soldiers who fought us to deal with, we would never 
have had this trouble. If the two armies could have intermixed when Lee surrendered, 
and the Goveiijment of the United States had accepted the treaties, there would have 
been perpetual peace. 

Question. You think the Government of the United States showed bad faith in not 
standing up to the capitulation ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; private men offered us generous terms, but they did not control the 
Government, unfortunately for us. So far as our State governments is concerned, we 
are in the hands of camp-followers, horse-holders, cooks, bottle-washers, and thieves. 
There are some exceptions. 

Question. You don't except Warner and Spencer ? 

Afiswer. I make some exceptions. I presume they played their part very well, but 
they were not great soldiers. We have passed out from the hands of the brave sol- 
diers who overcame us, and are turned over to the tender mercies of squaws for torture, 
as is sometimes done by savages. We have been tortured and robbed by men from dif- 
ferent parts of the world, and treated in a way that brave soldiers of the North would 
not have been expected to treat us. 

Question. Did you not commit a very great political mistake in declining to vote 
uiK)n the convention question ? 

Atmcer. Yes, sir ; I think now we would better have elected officers. That was my 
policy at the time, and I had a telegram from the executive committee here to vote, 
and send some good men to' Congress. But badly as we had been treated by Congress, 
we did not believe that, after we had rejected the constitution according to the terms 
of llie law. Congress would force it upon us any way. 

Question. Congress had not done the same thing to any other State ? 

Answei'. No, sir. Alabama was made an exception, with the sanction of Thaddeus 
Stevens. I do not believe there is a Northern State that would have submitted as 
quietly as we have to these usurpations and tyranny. 

Question. You think it is rather remarkable that the people of Alabama should be as 
quiet as they are T 

Answei'. Yes, sir; it is wonderful. It required a higher degree of courage and hero- 
ism than to fight the battles of the confederacy. I know it has been so to my feelings. 
Question. That is tho general feeling among the white people ? 

Ansxeer. Yes, sir. I see negro i)olice— great black fellows— leading white girls around 
tho streets of Montgomery, and locking them up in jail. 
Questim. They don't lock up respectable white girls ? 
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Answer. They lock up any that fall into their hands. I have never known them to 
lock up any of high character. A negro policeman brought one to my office— a sewing 
girl — begging me to pay the fine for her for throwing. some slops in the street. 

By Mr. Coburn : 

Question. You say at the clos!^ of the war all the people expected, as the basis of set- 
tlement the abolition of slavery and the surrender of the right of secession ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And that they were to have restored to them all other rights the same as if 
they had not fought against the Covorument / 

Answer. Yes, sir ; such was Liucoln's proclamation; and Congress had often gone 
further, and said it would guarantee slavery if the States would come back to the 
Union. 

Question. But you did not accept those terms. 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. And so the armies had to settle it? 

Answer. Ko, sir ; I did not say so ; but how much better it would have been if Con- 
gress had executed the behests of the two armies. 

Question. How do you know it would have been better ? 

Answer. 1 give it as my best jiidgnieut. The majority of the men who fought us 
were kiudly disposed toward us after the war. 

Question. Yon think it was safe to trust the Government in the hands of a set of men 
who had been fighting it for four years f 

Answer. Certainly; when they were done fighting, what harm would they have 
done ? 

Question. You would give all the political power into their hands ? 
Answer. ^Vhere does it beltmg, excei)t to the States? 

Question. I will not have an argument with you. You would not trust Governor 
Parsons as a democrat now ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Sui)pose you had beaten him in the political field ; would that bo any cause 
for having confidence in him ? ^ 
Answej\ No, sir. 

Question. The rebels surrendered only when they were defeated; is that any reason 
why we should trust them ? 

Answer. Certainly, every reason in the world. You can trust a man who is in your 
power ; he cannot harm you. lint we never have deceived you ; we fought you boldly, 
and when we surrendered we meant what we said. We are too brave to be treach- 
erous. 

Question. You say you were once a whig? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you ever turn democrat ? 
Answer. Not till since the war. 
Question. You were once a Union man ? , 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And then turned rebel ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And fought the Union ? 

Aiiswer. Yes, sir ; when the Government undertook to coerce the Southern States. 
Question. Don't you think it rather hard to denounce Governor Parsons for changing 
his party ? 

Answei\ He says he changed his to make money; I did not. 
Question. Do you know he said that ? 

Answer. I have given you as responsible a witness as I know. 
Question. Do you know it yourself ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Without any evidence of ^t yourself, don^t you think you are treating him 
with a great deal of uncharitableness in denouncing him for want of principle ? 

Answer. I never said he wanted principle; I said that William H. Barnes told mo 
that Governor Parsons told him it was necessary to get his claims through. 

Question. Is he personally a man of inte^^rity ? 

Answer. I have always found him so. 

Question. Do you believe he is sincere now in his support of tl^e republican party ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I do not. 

Question. That he does it from purely mercenary motives ? 
Answer. I do ; I did not want this question put to me. 

Question. You said that about the close of the war you advocated the principle that 
the negro should be on an equality with the white man before the law ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What do you mean by that ? 



246 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



Aimcer, That the same laws and same rules of evidence should govern him, and that 
he should have every right under the law as the white man. 
Question. What law do you refer to ? 

Aimva-. The laws of the land ; that the law should be so changed as to give every 
man in the South the same right in courts of justice. 
QMcsfion. The same protection? 
Answer. The same protection. 

Question. Then you were in favor of every right except that of suffrage? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; except that I was not in favor of giving them the right to marry 
among the whites. 

Question. Give them the right to serve on juries ? 
Answer. Where they have the intelligence. 

Question, You had a barbecue that you alluded to, to which the negroes were invited; 
when was that? 

Answer. I think it was in 1867. 

Question. Did you make a speech at that barbecue? 

Ansu-er. I did; but not till I went out and told the negroes it was a false report that 
they were to be poisoned. 
Question. Did the white men and negroes both eat at the barbecue ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; but not at the same table. 

Question. You spoke about Senator Warner running the negro machine and electioneer- 
ing with the negroes ; was that barbecue for electioneering purposes ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not think I heard politics mentioned at all. A few fellows like 
Clark, who had killed three men and had tried to shoot another in the dark, had got 
up a bad state of feeling, and the moral portion of the community wanted reconciliation, 
so they got up this barbecue. My best recollection is, there was na campaign and no 
political speaking. 

Question. In talking about the attachment of the people of Alabama to the Govern- 
ment, you say the best evidence of it was the fact that they adopted a confederate gov- 
ernment almost precisely like that of the United States ; is that the best evidence ? 

Answer. I did not say that was an evidence of their attachment to the Government 
of the United States, but to a republican form of government. They were very much 
dissatisfied with the United States Government. 

Question, Do you know of any republican that is proposing a monarchical form of gov- 
ernment at this time ? 

Answer. So far as the South is concerned, this is like the Roman republic ; it has sur- 
vived constitutional liberty in the South. 

Question. How do you propose to get along with that ; do you propose to resist it ? 

Answer. Jj^o, sir. 

Question. You say it was like the government over the colonies; do you propose to 
use the same means the colonies used to redress your wrongs ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. What do you propose ? 

Ansiver, Heroic endurance is all that is left. 

Question. That is all you propose to do ? 

Answa\ Except to change it according to the forms of law ; to aid the national 
democracy in doing it. 
Question. You say there is no freedom of speech in Alabama for colored democrats ? 
Answer. Not much. \ 

Question. How many colored democrats are there ? 

Answer. Not a great many, but there would be many more if they were not intim- 
idated. 

Question. How do you know ? 

Answer. I have seen them ; they have talked to me. 
Question. How many have talked to you on the subject ? 

Answer. 1 suppose, in the last five years, from one hundred and fifty to three hundred. 
Question. How many colored speakers are theijo in your State? 
Answer. Very few. 

Question. Is there one who lives in your State, or ever did live there ? 
Answtr. Yes, sir; we have had several make democratic speeches. 
Question. Is there one there now ? 

Ansiver. There are several; they are not in the habit of going around speaking. 
Question. Where does this man Williams live? 

Answer. He is from* Tennessee. I met him in New York during the democratic con- 
vent ion. 

Question. How many democratic votes do you think you can get among the negroes 
as long as there is opposition to the fourteenth and fifteenth amendments in the dem- 
ocratic party ? 

Answer. With opposition to negro suffrage you could not get many. 
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Question. Have you made tbe " new departure in Alabama, and gone for the four- 
teenth and fifteenth amendments f 

Answer. We are submitting to those amendments, but have never approved of the 
manner they were put upon us. We do not proi)ose to resist them. 

Question. Not by force of arms ? 

Answer, ^o, sir ; according to the forms of law — the ballot-box. 
Question. You propose to change them ? 
Ansiver. No, sir ; we have not got the power. 

Question. It is not now a question of power; but what do you propose to do when 
you get the power ? 

Answer. We do not propose to do it, for Alabama would not have the power to do it. 
If the national democracy should be successful, we propose abiding by what it does. 
We are a small fragment of the national democracy, aud would have very little power. 

Question. You say you \\ (tre jireseut at an election where a negro captain insi)ected the 
tickets ; how was tliat ? » 

Answer, lie fixed himself in a position where everybody had to pass; a negro could 
not slip thnmgh without handing him his ticket, and he would inspect it, and if it was 
a democrati(; ticket he would take it aud give him another. 

Question. Did he nuike the negroes give him their tickets, or did they give them 
wiUiugly ? 

Answer. Ho did not ask them — -just reached out and took them without ceremony. 
Question. Did a single negro refuse to give him his ticket ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; he was a town negro, and they were laborers who did not know but 
he was governor. 

Question. Did you see him take one democratic ticket in his hands ? 
Answer. I saw him change tickets. 

Question. Do yo\i know whether he changed a democratic for a republican ticket ? 
Answer. I could not see that, but they were changed, and that was my inference. I 
saw twenty f)r thirty do that. 

Question. Did you see the tickets taken by force ? 

Atim'er. No, sir : the negroes did not resist at all. The negro was led up like a child 
and thought he had to do wliiutevei' was to be done. In most cases they were republi- 
can tickets, very few changes ; it was a very rare case for a negro to vote the demo- 
cratic ticket. 

Question. Are you i)repared to say there was any considerable number of negroes that 
wanted to v()te th(^ democratic ticket, but were intimidated / 

Ansn-er. Yes, sir; I cannot know it i)ositively, but I ))eliev(^ tliat quite a number were 
intimidated in that way. There are some very sensible negrot's. very lavorable to tlie 
white people and on ^ ery good terms with them, who have been advised by their old 
masters and friends that these adventurers were misrepresenting them, voting against 
their interest, and inci'easing the taxes; and 1 believe there would have been more col- 
ored democratic votes if they had been let alone by these adventurers. 

Question. In Winston County something was said about resolutions being passed to 
allow no negro to live in the county ; were you there at the time the resolutions were 
imssed ;? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Questio)i. Do you know anything about the fact ? 
Answer. Nothing of my own knowledge. 

Question. You say pigs^ cows, chickens, &c., are stolen, and that bacon has risen from 
5 to 25 cents a pound ? 

Answer. It has been as high as 25; it is now from 20 to 22. Last year I paid as higli 
as 28. The county of Montgomery supplied itself pretty well before and during the 
war. 

Question. You say that you published something about Mr. Harrington in the news- 
papers and he made no response ; therefore, you say, he must be guilty of what you 
accused him ? 

Answer. I did not say that therefore he was guilty. It is possible a man may be 
innocent in such a case ; but the inference, I should say, is, that it is a strong prima 
facie case of guilt. 

Question. Y(m take the position that a man is bound to answer what any one pub- 
lishes about him ^ 

Answer I think, occupying the position of speaker of the house of representatives, 
and this charge having been published by me, he ought to have replied to it. I cer- 
tainly should. 

Question. When was that bank robbery of which you charged him ? 
Ansicer. I know nothing in relation to it. 
Question. When did it purport to be / 

Answer. Some years ago. Sheriff Barber showed me what purported to be a copy of 
an adv(Ttis(unent from a Northwestern paper, and said, "That answers to the description 
of Harrington; don't say anything about it." 
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Question, That is what you published ? 
Ansmr. I think I did. 

Question, Did you publish the fact that you had had a conversation with the sheriff, 
or did yon charge him directly with the robbery of the bank? 

Answei'. Oh, no; it was a political article, and my best recollection is, I published aH 
I liavo said about him here. 

Question, Did you put his name in ? 

Answer. I did { and many others like him. 

Questian. Was his name in the advertisement ? 

Answer. I will not be positive, but it seems to me it was a different name. It pur- 
j»orted to be a description. 

Question. It did not call for the name of Harrington in it? 

Answer. I do not think it did, but the sheriff said he had tho other fellow in jail, and 
the other fellow said it was Harrington ; and it was very like him. ^ 
Question. So you ventured to put that in print? 
Answer. I did. 

Question, Didn't you consider that a very unfair way of dealing with a man's char- 
acter ? 

Answer, If he had had a very good character I would have had much doubt about it, 
but knowing him to bo such a villain I had no hesitation. 

Question, You said that one Cloud embezzled some thousands of dollars ? 

Answer. I said that Cloud was a superintendent, and that General Hodgson said that 
the superintendents in the different counties had embezzled from §40,000 to §60,000. I 
said, furthermore, that the Clouds, sons of the radical superintendent, had fled the 
State. That fact I have seen in the radical paper at Montgomery. I have stated 
that one of tho Clouds embezzled money. 

Question, How do you know that? 

Anstver, The superintendent of education and officials about the capital informed me 
of it. 

Question. How much did the superintendent say Cloud had embezzled? 
Answer. I think it was about §1.500. I don't know how much more. 
Question. How about the §60,000 ? 

Anstcer. Superintendent Hodgson said he wanted us to collect of these different super- 
intendents from §40,000 to §60,000 that they had embezzled or not accounted for. 
Question, Did he give you the names of the men who embezzled the money? 
Answer. No, sir; not one. 

Question. How did he expect you to bring suit? 

Answer. He went, afterward, I suppose, to my partners. I think he has made a 
statement to them. It was about a month or two ago. 

Question. Were these unsettled balances of these officers, or was there positive evi- 
dence of embezzlement ? 

Answer. It Avas money, I understood, that they had drawn to pay the teachers with ; 
the superintendents had not approx>riated it in that way, but had kept it. I know one 
colored teacher in Montgomery come to mo to sue the superintendent for money ho 
owed him. 

Question. Is it not possible that these were merely unsettled accounts with the Gov- 
ernment? 

Answei\ I cannot say what the evidence would disclose, but the time is i)ast due for 
their settlements. For instance, the superintendent of Montgomery has gone out of 
.office. 

Question. Can you bring an action for embezzlement? 
Answer. No, sir ; that is an indictable offense. 
Question, Do you propose to indict? 

Answer. You can sue them on their securities and indict them at the same time. 
Question, Do you propose to indict ? 

Answer. If the suj)erintend.ent requests it. He said sue for the money. 
Question, Then that is all you have been employed to do ? 
Answer. That is all he 8i)oke to me about. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. This State superintendent is a democrat elected last fall? 
Answer. Yes, sir. Eight of the regents are republicans and four democrats. 
Question. He is the man who came to you ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir ; but I got some of this information — that about Superintendent 
Cloud— from the editor's office of the republican paper. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question. Each of the county superintendents has to give bonds, with sureties, for 
the proper appropriation of all the public money he receives? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; that is my understanding of the law. 
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Question. And yon suppose they did? 
Aneiver. I suppose they did. 

By Mr. Coburn : 

Question. Is the democratic party in favor of educating the negro the same as the 
"white man ? 
Jnsicci'. They are. 

Question. The same length of time during the year ? 
Answer. I have not heard them express themselves on that point. 
Question. How long do you educate the children in the free schools ? 
Answer. The free schools are a new thing. They go from six to nine months in the 
year, I think. 

Question. Is that a general system pervading the Stated 
Answer. Yes, sir; there is a superintendent in every county. 
Question. Can you give an idea of the numher of scholars? 
Answer. I cannot. 

Question. You take some interest in the system? 
Answer. I do ; a great interest. 

Question. You said something ahout rejdying to Senator Wilson ; what was that ? 

Answer. He pa^^sod through ^lontgomery and made a speech to a hirge assemhly of 
negroes ; he was hitter toward southern whites, and chaHenged anybody to reply. I 
replied; my s])c(>ch was })nhli.shed not only in the South, hut in the North, and'that 
part of it was ap])roved by the Boston pa})ers in which X took the })ositi(>u in favor of 
educating tlie nt groes. I stated that I had received my education from their labor and 
would aid to educate them. 

Question. You say there is not a gentleman in the State that would counsel the burn- 
ing of scliool-honses ? 

Answer. I <lo. 

Question. What do yon mean ]>y a "gentleman?'' 
Answer. An honest num. 

Question. Do you su[)poseauy man, lionest or dishonest, would counsel it ? 
Answer. Ih* would be a bad man to do it. 

Question. Six-akiug al)Out labor, you say you have no other labor but the negro? 

Answer. I mean luuu' (•x('ei)t the original white i)eople, in cont i'a<listinction from 
otlier countries that bring in white labor from abroad. Our people in the hills who 
are accustomed to work do b<'tt(M" than almost anybody. 

Question. l)ou"t all your farmers work ! 

Answer. Yes sir ; some ohl fellows do not work. 

Qu<'stion. Your mow (nf vigor work? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; a man is not respected that loafs, unless he is a man of means or 
devotes himself to humanity. 

Question. You say your best men are under disabilities ? 
Answir. Yes, sir; many of our best men. , 
Question. Not all of them ? 
Answer. Oh, no ; certainly not. 

Question. Have not a good many of them been relieved of their disabilities ? 
Answer. There have been a f(>w, by begging for it, I supi)ose. 
Question. Has every man b<^eu relieved who has asked to be ? 
Answer. I do not know ; I do not think so. 

Question. Are there not a good niany men relieved who are democrats now ? 
Answer. Not nuuiy ; oiu- governor is one. 

Question. Don't you know a great many have been relieved who are democrats ? 
Answer. No, sir, I do not; I think there are a few. 
Question. Are you acquainted outside of Alabama? 

Answer. I do not know about other States; there are very few among us. 

Question. What change woul(,l come in the minds of those men who are under disa- 
bilities if they were reli-eved ? 

Answer. It would not change their i)olitics, but it would increase their attachment to 
the Government very much. 

Question. You were asked if you had any security in Alabama against illegal voting; 
how did you answer 

Answer. I do not think we have any. 

Question. Are your oflicers not sworn ? - 

Answer. Yes. sir; if you call that protection. I say it is the opinion of many of our 
best lawyers that th(Te is no redress for illegal voting. 
Question. Are not your voters required to be registered ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I think so. 

Question. If a man registers illegally is he not liahle to punishment ? 
Answer. In the opinion of the best members of the bar a man cannot bo punished for 
voting illegally. 
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Question. Does not every raan who is registered take an oatli as to liis qualification ? 
Anm-er. I did not hear any oath prescribed. 
Question. But ho has to take an oath ? 
Amwcr. Yes, sir ; I suppose so. 

Question. Docs not your law prescribe that if a man swears falsely he must be 
jjuuished t 
Answer. Our statute law does. 

Question. So, then, ho is liable to punishment for false swearing ? 
Answa: In that way ho might bo punished. 

Question. You say it is not safe to challenge anybody who offers to vote ? 
Answer. There is* a law against it. 

Question. You said, in answer to a question, that a man could vote as many times as 
he pleased, and nobody could object ? 
Answer. Well, they do not object, and they do vote often. 

Question. Suppose a man who is legally registered and entitled to vote comes up and 
votes once ; do you mean to say that if ho offers to vote again at that or another poll, 
and a man objects to his voting on the ground that ho has voted once, the man thus 
objecting would be, by your law, subject to punishment? 

Answer. It reads that way ; and our people are so much afraid of it that they do not 
challenge. 

Question. Do you mean to give it as your judgment, as a lawyer, that he could legally 
be convicted ? 
Ansieer. I believe that is the object of the law. 

Question. Do you say, as a lawyer, that under the law a conviction could be sustained 
by your courts ? 

Ansu'ei\ That would depend very much upon the comx)lexion of the juiy who tried 
the case, and of the court. 

Question. I want your judgment as a lawyer? 

Answer. On that state of facts I should say he could not be convicted ; ho ought not 
to be convicted. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Yet you do say such is the influence of this law that it prevents men from 
challenging? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Cobukx : 

Question. Did Governor Lindsay recommend the repeal of this election law ? 
Answer. I do not recollect; nor do I recollect whether any change was made at the 
last session of the legislature. 

Question. 1 know it to be the fact that it did not change it. 

An8wei\ 1 did not say it did ; it could* not have well done it, for it was a republican 
law and the republican senate holds over, and any bill that passes the house that the ^ 
senate does not like cannot get through. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. Was any bill introduced to modify the law ? 
Answer. I do not know. 

By Mr. Cobukn : 

Question. Is there any secret political organization in the State of Alabama ? > 

Answer. None that I know of j I do not belong to any myself, and I have no knowl- 
edge of any, excci)t that the negroes say they belong to tho Loyal League. 

Question. Did you ever take any obligation upon you in any political association in 
secret ? 

Answer. Never in my life. 

Question. You know of no society— no band of men — that has any organization of 
that kind? 

Ansiver. None; hence I have doubted the existence of any such. 
Question. Have you no knowledge of any plan to intimidate negroes or reiiublicaus 
from voting ? 
Answer. None. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. On the question of the election law, I find it reads as follows, (Acts of 
18C8, Alabama, pp. 203 and 276 :) 

'^Sec. 4. And be it farther enacted, That it shall be their [the board of registrars'! 
duty to enter, or cause to be entered, in a book the name of every person qualified to 
vote under the constitution of this State and the acts of the legislature thereof; and 
before entering, or causing to be entered, such names, they shall require the person 
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applying to be registered to subscribe to the oatli prescribed in section 4, article 7, of 
the constitution of this State." 

" Sec. 11. And he it further enacted, That any person who shall knowingly and cor- 
ruptly take the oath required in section four of this act shall be deemed guilty of a felony, 
and xipon conviction be imprisoned in the penitentiary for not less than two nor more 
than ten years, at the discretion of the court." 

Sec. 3*2. And be it further enacted, That whenever any registered voter offers to vote, 
his ballot must be received, and one of the inspectors must call his name audibly and 
distinctly ; and the name of each elector whose ballot has been so received must im- 
mediately be taken down b> each clerk on separate lists, which are headed Names of 
voteis, aiid called poll-lists and the number and order in which such elector votes 
must at the same time be entered by each clerk against his name, the first elector 
voting being number one, the second number two, and so on to the last elector voting." 

Don't you consider that an adequate provision against unlawful registration ? 

Answer. For perjury? 

Question. The person registering must take the oath, and if he takes it falsely he 
must be punished f 

Ans^ar. Yes, sir; but they go and register, and then they go to different voting- 
places and repeat ; and I said in the outset of my testimony that it was like looking 
for a needle in a hay-stack to hunt these negroes up. 

Question. Thnt is what you think ought to be provided for— a law against repeating? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland:) 

Question. In your code I see it is provided that if any person votes more than once at 
the same (d(M'ti"on he is guilty of misdemeanor, and upon conviction must be fined not 
less than ^vif^O, and imprisoned not less than three nor more than twelve months in 
the county jail. Is that now the law of your State ? 

Answer. It may be ; I have not examined it. 

Question. Are you aware that this article 400 of the code of Alabama has ever been 
repealed f 

Answer. Of the late code? I cannot say Avhether it has or not. 

Question. Is it claimed by anybody that there is any law repealing this section of the 
code f 

* Answer. I recollect none. The difficulty, as I said in the outset, is in hunting up 
these men. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Is not voting more than once only one of the many modes of illegal voting? 
Answer. Yes ; sometimes they vote duplicate tickets. 

By 'Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. In what year'was the election to adopt or reject the constitution of Ala- 
bama ? 

Ansu'cr. I believe it was in 1807. 

Question. Do you remember what the vote was for the constitution ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. It was 80,318. What ^vas the registered vote ? 
Answer. I do not know. 

Question. The vote cast w^as not half the registered vote. Do you remember what the 
vote for Grant was f 
Answer. I do not. 

Question. It wa.s 76,000. The whole vote e^ist at the election last year was 154,00.5, and 
the majority for Governor Lindsay was 1,400 ; adding this majority to one half of the 
whole vote'cast makes Governor' Lindsay's majority 78,403. So that the vote cast for 
the constitution was larger than any vote in favor of any political party since re- 
construction, and although the original act of Congress required that the constitution 
should receive a majority of the registered vote, yet the vote cast for it w^as practi- 
cally a majority of the people actually voting in Alabama. I do not mean at that particular 
election, but the 80,000 votes then cast would have carried the State at any election 
you have held since. 

Answer. Yoi^i 'must recollect this, that the constitution contains this oath w^hich is 
odious to our people ; pledging ourselves never to change it so as to discriminate in the 
future on account of race, color, &c. Hence, at the next election the vote was not so 
large. 

Question. But at the last election, in 1870, the vote was 154,000 ? 
Answer. That oath kept a good many from voting then. 
Question. Did it keep as many away as would have voted originally ? 
Answer. I cannot say. r 

Question. This'Mr. llarrington, has ho ever been interfered with by violence ? 
Answer. I never heard of it. 
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Question. You spoke of having advised a widow to teach a colored school, and also 
a Catholic teacher to do the same ; how are they treated by the community, now that . 
they are teaching these schools ? 

Aimcer. Treated as well as they always were, so far as I know. 

Question. They are not banned socially, because of their employment ? 

Answer. Not at all. 

Question. How have the white teachers of colored schools who have come from the 
North been treated generally by the white people of Alabama ? 

Answer. So far as I know or have heard, they have never been maltreated. They 
have not been taken into Southern families, and there has been some little prejudice 
against them, for the reason that it was understood that they came there as political 
emissaries; that they were teaching the negro children to look with distrust upon the 
white people of the South, their former owners and masters. It is understood by some ttat 
the whole affair was calculated to excite and arouse these prejudices, and not knowing 
who these teachers were at home, they have not been received cordially. But they have 
not been interfered with at all, that I am aware of. 

Question. Before this state of things, how were they received and treated ? 

Answer. Very well, so far as I know. 

Question. Is it not the fact that white people have refused to receive them in their 
families to board, so that they have had to board in negro families ? 
Answer. I have never heard of such a case ; it may be the case. 

Question. Do you not know that many ladies who went South to teach schools were 
ladies of the highest accomplishments, and went there as missionaries ? 

Answer, It mav be so, but I have not discovered 

Question. You have not discovered the fact ? 
Answer. It may be so. 

Question. What are the relations generally between the two races, other than politi- 
cal. Are they friendly or otherwise on all other than political questions ? 

Ansiver. There is a pretty good understanding on all other questions. 

Question. Do the negroes confide in their masters and other white people on other 
questions ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; whenever they want assistance, or are in trouble, they generally go 
to them. 

Question. This !Mr. Lakin, I understand you know nothing against himj except that 
he was an agitator and mischief-maker? 

Ansice7\ Such was the common report. I could not tell the particular acts, but I 
have heard him spoken of, and know the repute in which he is held in Huntsvillo and 
North Alabama. 

Question. You got that report from the white men you saw in that region ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. ;Members of your own political party ? 
Answer. Almost exclusively. 

Question. You don't mean to say he had such a reputation among the rei)ublicans 
of the State of either color? 
Answer, No, sir ; I do not say so. 

Question. In speaking of the falling off of the vote in Greene County, in ]VIr. Hays's 
district you gave some special reasons for it; do those reasons affect him alone, or 
the others on the ticket as well ? 

Answer. All others that were vulnerable, I suspect, would be affected somewhat by 
running such a man. ^ 

Question. Would it be likely to affect Governor Smith to some extent? 

Answer. No, sir; I should think it would not affect Governor Smith much. 

Question, How docs it happen, then, that in the county of Greene he and Governor 
Smith ran with precisely the same poll ? 

Ansxcer. I cannot account for it. The cause I have mentioned may account for it, 
and may not. I think Hays's treatment of his negroes, when he was master, prejudiceit 
him with the negroes, and as that information was disseminated, I think it lost hio* 
votes. 

Question. Was not that known all through his district ? Didn't you take great pams 
to publish it ? 
AnsM-er. I did not publish that at all. 

Question. But it was liublished in his district ? , ' 

Answer. I think so. ✓ 
Question. And it was a first-rate point on him ? 
Answer. I think so. c 

Question, How does it happen that his vote fell off only in one or two counties ? 
Answ-er. I do not know ; I only give the reason why it did fall off. 
Question, His vote actually increased in his district at the second election about 
2,000 or more ? 
Ansicer, It may have been so ; I was not in his district. 
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Question. He got ne<:iro votes ? 

Answer, 1 do not er.i^pose be <^ot 100 -white votes. 

Quesiion. These charges would aftect him amoug the negroes particularly! 
Avsicer. Yes, sir. 

Qucsiioii. Yet he got iii his district more than he got before? 

Ansin r. Yes, sir ; I should thick it would affect the negroes. 

Qucsiio)). You used to live in Macon County, outside ot* Mr. Iluys's district ? 

Anmcr. Yes, sir. 

QueHtton. Would the charges against him account for the falling olf in Macon County? 
Amswer. No, sir: I sliould think nor. 

Question, And yet tlie lalling off in Macon county was greater than in Greene. How 
can you account, as an old-exi)erienced i)olitician, for the nniterial falling olf in Macon, 
Greene, and Sumter Counties, while the aggregate vote in the entire State was largely 
increased, by some eight or ten thousand i 

AiiHurr. I know of no cause except those I have given, unless it was a growing want 
of con li dene o. 

Que.sth))!. Why should this want of confidence apply in those three countless only ? 

Answer. Votes vary in tlifTerent counties. I do not know any special reason, unless 
the negroes werr move inlluenced by the whites than j)reviously, or unlesjj the whites 
elect irtn<-ered and were more successful there. 

Question. It is a curious fact, is it not, that while the whole State increased in its 
aggiegate vote, and v» hil(' the republican vot<' was larg<u* in the whole State than in 
18()^^, in tlu-sc three counties tlie republican vot(^ decreased ? 

Ansicir. 1 <io not know of any intimidation in Macon County, any Ku-Klux. 

Question. Yet in that county the rei)nl)Hcan vote in 18G8 was '2,V>'27, and in 1S70 it was 
only 1.711 ; and the entire vote in the same county in ISGS was :3.402, and in 1870 it was 
"2.947) ; so that wiiile the entire vote fell olf the democratic vote increased from 1,075 in 
18()Hto 1.234 in L^70. 

AnsH-er. There may have been negroes who got tin^l of the excitement of i)olitics in 
one county, an<l tli(> sanu* iidluences might not have been brought to bear. The negro 
runs into I'f^ligions excitc^nc iit, and then lost s his interest. It may havebec^i the same 
with ])(>litical excitement in that county. 

Question. They i\rr afraid of the Ku-Klux too; curious about that, are they not ? 

^Inswi r. I <lo not know of ^luy Ku-Klux in my i)art of the Stat(s and I do not think 
the negroes in Alabama believe there are any. 

()uesiio)L Don't you ? 

Ansircr. Th(^re may be in a few localities men banded together, but I do not think 
thei'e is an int(0]igent negro in ^lontgomery who ])eli(^ves it. 
Question. Don't you believe there were Ku-Klux in 18(38 ? 
Answer. No. not throughout the State. 

Qnestion. Don't you know that in 18G8 there was a parade of Ku-Klux on horseback 
in Hui]tsvill( — a fnll parade? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qnestion. Wa.s not that calculated to make the negroes believe there were Ku-Klux 
in the State i 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Doift you tliink there were Ku-Klux then? 

Answer. I snp])ose those were what yon call Ku-Klux, but I do not believe they 
belonged to any general organization in Alabama. 

Question. They may not have extended over the State, but is it not your best impres- 
sion that they (lid <^xist in 1868? 

Answa'. They might have existed in a few localities. 

Que.stion. You don't know how far th( y existed ; they had too naucli respect for you to 
let you know it ; but, then, such demonstrations as that are certainly calculated to make 
men think 

Answer. That they were around Iluntsville. If I had been there that day I should 
have thought they were there. 

Question. Don't you know that in the ui>per part of Alabama there were parades of 
Ku-Klux, and men were attacked by bodies of disguised Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. No. sir ; I cannot call to mind now but two or three places that I have heard 
of since the w,ar where any disguised men ap})eared. One was at Huntsville, and 
Governor Lindsay told nu^ lately that he saw some in Tuscumbia; and then there were 
the boys I spoke of The only other case I can think of was a boy who went to a grave- 
yard one lught to scare some negroes. 

Question. He went to play Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. He went with a mask, and I told him to be cautious. 

Question. The idea was that the Ku-Klux came out of graveyards ? 

Answci\ He was a very foolish boy. 

Question. How far is TuvScumbia from Huntsville ? 

Ansicer. About eighty miles. 
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Question, Which way ? 
Amicer, Due west. 

Question, How far is Greene County from Huntsville? 
Answer. It is southwest about one hundred and fifty miles. 

Question. Then you have heard and are satisfied in your own mind that disguised 
men have appeared in bodies at dilferent times in the State at those three points ? 
Ajiswer. Yes, sir; those three times. 

Question. When did they appear at Huntsville? about the time of the presidential 
election ? 

Answer. I do not know when it was. 

Question. When did they appear at Tuscumbiaf 

Answer. I cannot tell. f 

Question. I think it was in 1868. When did they appear in Greene County f 

Armcer. It seems to me it was one or two years ago. ^ 

Question. It was when Boyd was killed ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you ever taken the pains, as chairman of the democratic State com- 
mittee, to make an examination into the facts of these appearances of armed bands at 
these diflerent points, or any of them ? 

Answer. No, sir ; nor anywhere else; I never heard of their appearing anywhere else. 

Question. Did you ever institute close inquiries of your fellow-democrats as to what 
they knew of the Ku-Klux Klaus ? 

Answer. Only in a general way ; most of my friends denounced these things. 

Question. t)enied that they belonged to them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Don't you know it is a part of their regulation to deny it ? 
Answei'. I do not; but I believe if there had been an organization any way general in 
Alabama, I would have been informed of the fact. I am confident of it. 
Question. Yet they did appear at these three places. 
Answer. I believe they did. 

Question. How does it happen that you do not know more about it except that they 
appeared there ? 

Answer. Because I was not there, and nobody communicated to me anything about 
them. 

Question. Is not that a curious circumstance that you, who have such confidential re- 
lations toward the rebel element, and such a position in the democratic party, should 
know so little about these things ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How do you suppose they have succeeded in keeping it away from you ? 
Answer. It has not been about me. 
Question. The knowledge of it, I mean ? 

Ansicer. I have the same knowledge you have ; I have read about it. 
Question. It does seem to me, if I had been in your position, I would have found out • 
something. 

Ansiver. That is what satisfies me that the organization never existed. I would have 
found it out. 

Question. If it existed in your State, they must have kept their secret marvelously 
well to prevent you from finding it out ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were you apprised of the examination in Calhoun County into the proceed- ' 
ings of disguised bands ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I spoke of it as the Patona afiair; but these men were not dis- 
guised. I understood it was the negroes firing upon people coming from church, and 
they retaliated. 

Question. Don't you know the investigation extended itself into general acts of vio- 
lence, and covered Ku-Klux operations in that region ? 

Answer. I do not know that fact. I know they had a lengthy examination — examined ; 
many witnesses, but I do not now recall the testimony; only I recollect one man said 
there was a Ku-Klux examined from Georgia. 

Question. Did he not say also Alabama? 

Answei'. I believe he. did; but that did not satisfy me there was one. ' 
Question. Didn't that put you on inquiry? . 

Ansiver. I did not make any particular inquiries, but I was satisfied then and am now 
that if there had been such an organization in Alabama to any extent, I would have 
known it ; that if any of my friends had known it, they would have communicated it 
to me. 

Question. Did you ever make any effort to see this man ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Ever see his testimony ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; extracts from it. 



ALABAMA. 



255 



Question, Did you ever make any effort to see his testimony ? 
Anstvo'. No, sir. 

Question. It is a matter of public record ? , 
Answer. It is in tbe county ; but it is not customary for us to go and get testimony 
©n a preliminary examination. 

Question. You have seen it in republican papers? 
Answer, Seen allusions to it. 

Question. Couldn't you have got a transcript of it? 

Ajmcer. Yes, sir ; I did not regard it as Ku-Klux, only an ordinary trial. I never heard 
them charged with being Ku-Klux. 
Qjiesiion. You condemn the Ku-IGux? 
Answer. I do. 

Question. You would regard it as a great calamity if they should get up any genera) 
organization. 

Answer. Yes, sir. If they should undertake to control the State, it would be a 
calamity, and I hope one will never put his foot on the soil of Alabama. 
Question. Still tlu'y have done it. • 

Answer. If they are there, I hope they will abandon it. In my speeches I have de 
nounced all sorts of mob-law. 

Question. Perhaps that is the reason they have not come to toll you about it. 

Answer. I think if uiy friends had any knowledge of it, they would have told me about it. 

Question. They aro not in th(^ habit of consulting those who are opposed to them ? 

Answer. No, sir, I should not think they would ; but bodies of men cannot meet with- 
out our observing them. How could a body of men carry on their operations, with 
their uniforms and passwords, and not be seen or known ? 

Question. You have not been all over the State ? 

Answer. I have been over most of it. 

Question. At night ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. They generally move at night? 
Answer. That is Avbat is said of them. 

Question. Have you been where you would be likely to see them parading at night? 
Answer. I go almost all over the State. 
Question. At night i 

Answer. Yes, sir. I never saw them parading, nor a maJi that saw them parading. I 
have heard men si)cakiug of the occurrences at Huntsville and Eutaw, but not that 
they saw them. 

Question. At Huntsville they paraded in presence of thousands of people. 
^inswer. I do not think they pervade Alabama. 

Question. You believe these circumstances on the testimony of intelligent witnesses 
who saw them f 
Answer. Yes. sir. 

Question. Yon would not hesitate to believe persons who saw them elsewhere ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You wonld only think it was still more wonderful that you had not known it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 

Question. You say when negro suffrage was first proposed in Alabama, it did not meet 
with favor ? 

Answer. No, sir ; not with the majority. 

Question. The great majority of the white i^eople were opposed to it? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is there any change in sentiment on that subject now ? Are the majority 
of the democratic party in Alabama now in favor of it ? 

Answer. I do not think the majority are in favor of universal negro suffrage. The ma- 
jority believe the negro, as he exists there now, is not qualilied for the ballot. 

Question. You say you do not propose to make opposition to it except in a legal and 
constitutional way * 

Anstcer. Certainly not. 

Question. Now, suppose the democratic party should come into power in the nation, 
and have such a controlling nuijority in Congress as to submit au amendment to the 
States for ratification, striking out that i)rovision that has been put into the Constitu- 
tion, giving suffrage to the negro, and that amendment should he submitted to the 
State of Alabama to vote upou, and the democrats in that State were in power, how 
would they vote upon it ? 

A7iswer. Well, if, after trying negro suffrage, they thought the increased representa- 
tion, by virtue of the negro vote, would coucterbalance the evil of such au ignorant 
mass voting, they might vote to continue it ; but I do not think ihe temper of the dem- 
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ocratic iiarty now in Alabama, if tbe question were to be left to tbem, would go fur- 
ther than qualified suffrage or partial suffrage. 

Question. Suppose Cougress should be so constituted as to propose an amendment to 
strike out of tbe Constitution the extension of suffrage to the blacks, leaving it just as 
it was before, to the States, and that 'amendment should be submitted to Alabama to 
vote upon. 

Aimver. Well, sir, they would vote to strike it out, and then, I think, they would turn 
around in the exercise of their power and prerogative as a State, and would adopt a 
liberal policy toward the negro. To what extent they would grant suffrage, I cannot 
say ; but one thing I do knoAV, they would confer upon him every right he has the in- 
telligence to exercise. 

Question. They would give him all they thought he ought to have ? 

Anmer, Yes, sir ; and which he had the intelligence to exercise. 

Question. Now, suppose your i)arty should have the strength to elect an entire con- 
gressional delegation of democrats, and the question were to come up in Congress 
whether such au amendment should be submitted to the people, how would that dele- 
gation vote upon it ? 

Answer. I cannot say ; it would depend upon whom they sent here. 

Question. Suppose they sent those who represented the opinion of the majority ? 

Answer. Then niy opinion is that they would vote in favor of the amendment to 
strike out negro sulfrago ; and then, I believe, the State would be as liberal as the cou- 
ditiou of the negro would permit. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. That is, if I understood you, they would adopt qualified suffrage ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. What do you think would be done, then, in case northern men should get 
possession of pretty much all the property, as they have done in this District of Co- 
lumbia? Do you think there would be any danger of their following the example of 
Congress in taking away the privilege of suffrage from the negro and from the white 
man, too ? 

Answer. I cannot say. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 

Question. In regard to Mr. Harrington, when was it that the sheriff told you he had 
that advertisement about the bank robbery ? 

Answer. .1 think it was after the first session at which Harrington presided as 
speaker — between the two sessions of the legislature. 

Question. That legislature was not elected till 1868. When did the advertisement 
purport to say the robbery happened ? 

Answer. I cannot say whether I read in the paper where the robbery happened, the 
whole story, or whether it was just the description of the man. 

Question. Was it a robbery which had just taken place? 

Ajnswer. O, no, sir ; some time before. 

Question. Some years before ? 

Answer. I cannot say ; he did not speak of it as a recent event. My recollection is, 
it may have been some old robbery before he came to Alabama. 
Question. When did he come to Alabama ? 

Answer. I think just after the Federal army landed in Mobile, after the surrender, in 
1865. 

Question. What was the idea from what you learned about it — that the robbery oc- 
curred before Harrington came to Alabama, or that he wer.t up from Alabama to the 
northwest and robbed the bank ? • ' 

Answer. The sheriff gave me no particulars. The court was in session, and I was 
going up, when the sheriff stoi^ped me, and showed this thing to mo. 

Question. The advertisement described somebody as having something to do with it? 

Answer. Described two men. He said, "I have got one of the fellows in jail; and 
he says, Harrington is the other man ; did you ever see a better description ?" I was 
in a hurry, and 1 did not believe ho would arrest Harrington auyhow ; I thought Har- 
rington had too much money for him. 

Question. Did the description apply so specially and peculiarly to him as to single 
him out from all the men in the United States ? 

Anstver. It was very much like him ; but I do not know if I had read it I should have 
thought it was he. 

Question. Was ho marked so dissimilarly from others ? 

Answer. O, no; but he is a man with rather a marked face; you would not mistake 
him for another man. 

Question. Your opinion, if you had any, was more influenced by the fact that the 
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sheriff told you that the other man in jail said it was Harrington, than from auy con- 
currence in the description ? 

Ansircr. The description confirmed, in my mind, what he said. 

Qnef^tion. The description would have been a good one of Harrington ? 

A)i8H-( r, Yes, sir. 

Quesiion. And it would have heen a good description of several thousand other men ? 
Answer. AVell, I do not think I ever saw a man that I recollect to whoui it would 
have answered so well. 

Qnestion, Was there in fact a man in prison on that charge ? 

Answer. I sup})0se so: he said he had a fellow. 

Queiition. Do you know what became of the luau in jail ? 

Anffwer. 1 do not know. 

Qnestion. Never heard of him afterward ? 

jinnwer. Xever, 1 do uot think I saw in the description Harrington's name at all. 

(Question. You don't rememl^er the State ? 

Answer. A Avesteru State. 

(Jiiesiion. Do you remember the bank ? 

utnswer. No, sir. 

(Jnts'tion, What was the name of the sheritY? 

Answer. Barber; he is not sheriff now; ho resigned about two months ago 
(Jnesfion. lie would have l)ccn sheiilf it' he had uot resigned ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he got into some.' ])ecuiiiary tioublcs, got driukiug, and then resigned. 
He spok(^ of heaving, but did not. 1 wisli to state that 1 got a dispatch on ^londay 
last, (one-* week ago,) at 11 o'clock, to appear here, and left the following nK)rning at 7 
o'clock for Washington, and have been too l)nsy during th(^. tim.e to i <^l"resh my memojy 
in rcgai'd to faints. 1 may have been inaccurate as to dates and details. I luive given 
the substauce of what I saw, heard, and believe, according to my best recollections. 



Washington, D. C, Jnne 20, 1871. 

JAMES B. CLATMv sworn and examined. 

By tlie CiiAiUM.VN : 
Question. In wh.at ])art of Alabama do you reside? 
Answer. 1 reside in I'.ntaw, (ireeiu* County, Alabama. 
Qnesilon. How long have you b(>en a resilient of that place ? 
Answer. I have hovu a resident there for thirty-two years. 
Qnesdon. How long have you I'esided in the; State f 

^hisH'er. 1 have r( sidtul in the State for forty-nine years, lacking two oi- three months. 
Queslion. \\ hat jiublic positions have you lield in the Stati^ ? 

Answtr. I have l)een a nuMuber of the States legislature several tiuu's, some years 
since. 1 have occupied the office of justice of the peac(^ and of solicitor. Tlu; last 
oftice I occu])ied was that of chancellor for the middle division of the St.'itt^ of xVlabam:x. 

Qnestion. Will you please state wh(4her you are still a ])racticing lawyer at the bar, 
and in intercourse with the people of that section of the State in whu'li you live ? 

.Inswer. 1 am a practicing lawyer; I resigned during the war my ])osition as chan- 
celhu- and returned to the bar. 

Question. Do you practice in the district, or circuit as you term it ? 

Answer. I practice in a few of the circuit c(uu'ts of the State ; I have never practiced 
in the ITnited States courts ; I have })raeticed in the supreme court of the State. 

Question. State to the committee your belief in regard to the cfhciency of the execu- 
tion of the law in that part of xVlabama with which you are ac(iuainted, and iu tho 
whole State, if your information will enable you to do so ; and also in regard to tho 
security of life, ])ers()n, and property. 

Answer. I think that at this tinie the law can be administered there without any 
difficulty whatever. Our courts are held regularly ; our circuits and the courts of 
common law ; our chancery court, as a matter of course, is a court of peace, and is 
held regularly. 'i1u' juries", I am inclined to think, do their duty. 

Question. Th(^ pnrpose of our inquiry, as set forth in the resolution appointing tho 
committee, is to ascertain whether the*^ laws are executed in the late insurrectionary 
States, and whether life, person, and property are secure in those States. 

Answer. 1 consider that at this time life, and person, and proi)erty a l e secure. There 
have be(^n times there when I did not think they were secure; but I think they are at 
this time. 

Question. Wluui was that time, and from wha't causes did that insecurity arise ? 

Answer. Well, after the war everything was in a state of confusion in our country; 
but that has gradually improved. 1 do not know that there was any attempt to pre- 
vent the execution of the laws; but there were excesses by persons, sometimes by 

17 
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secret combinations. I merely say there were excesses by secret combinations ; I do 
not know personally. Bnt I think that has all passed away ; that is my impression. 

Question, At what time did those secret combinations exist, and what was their char- 
acter, to the extent of your information ? 

Answer. I think they extended down to within the last eighteen months. Their 
character was that which is generally known by the name of " Ku-Klux." I cannot 
say that I ever saw a Ku-Klux in my'life j I only speak from information derived fr'>m 
others. 

Question. What was the mode of proceeding by that organization, as yon were 
■nformed ? 

Answer, Well, sir, as I have understood, they collected in bodies of more or less, 
rom ten to twenty and thirty, and went about the country in the character of what 
you might term regulators; in some instances there were great excesses committed, as 
might be supposed. 

Question. Did they go in disguises and armed ? 

Answer. 0 yes, sir; disguised and armed, and on horseback. 

Quatiion. To what extent did those excesses go in the county in which you reside, 
in the county of Greene ? 

Ansicer. Sometime since, last March was a year, there was a body of these men, 
amounting, I should suppose from what I learned, to about twenty-five ; they were 
variously estimated from ten to fifty ; but according to the best information I eonld get, 
they were about twenty -five in number. They came into our place at a late hour of tlie 
night and entered the room of a young man at the hotel, and killed him in the most 
atrocious manner. That is the greatest excess that I know of or have heard of, as 
having been committed in that county. 

Question. Was that young man Mr. IBoyd, the prosecuting ofificer of that county? 

Answer. Yes, sir, it was Mr. Boyd. 

Question. Were yon in the town at that time ? 

Answer. I was in my residence, in the town, at that time. 

Question. Did it occasion any alarm or excitement in the town ? 

Anmer. Not much, very little. So far as I could learn, from those who knew most 
about it, it tooki)lace about 11 or 12 o'clock at night, and the parties left immediately 
after ; there was not much alarm and very little excitement. A young man who 
boarded at my house came up in the morning and told me that Mr. Boyd had been 
murdered. 

Question, Was it during court week? 

Answer. It was during a large meeting of the presbytery of the Presbyterian Church, 
which wd-s in session in the place at the time. There was no court in session at the 
time. 

Question. At that time of year would the people of your town generally have retired 
to rest at the hour the offence was committed ? 

Answer, I think so ; as far as I could learn the most of them had retired to rest at 
that hour. There were a few young men about the hotel, who had not ; but most <ff 
the people of the town had retired. 

Question. Was any efi'ort made to alarm the town that night, for the purpose of ar- 
resting the perpetrators of the £ict ? 

Answei\ I do not know that there was ; I was under the impression that there was 
not. I have understood that the sheriff was called on, but I did not understand that 
he rajised any body of nien^to pursue them. It would have been a very dangerous effoit 
to have done so, for our active male population is not a very large one; the whole pou- 
itlation of our place, white and black, amounts to from 1,20*0 to 1,500, 1 suppose, includ- 
ing men, women, and children. 

Question. Were there a great many strangers in the town attending the sessions of 
the presbytery ? 

Answer. There were many ministers and ciders of the Presbyterian Church attending, 
but they were all off at private houses, not about the public house at all. 

Question. Was the murder of Boyd traceable in any way to his connection with tlu3 
administration of justice there? 

Answer. It was thought that it had some connection. TIk^'c had been a man killed 
by the name of Snoddy, a short time previous, in a most atrocious manner, while ho 
was going from the village to his house. I understood that his horse had left him and 
ho was walking home. He was found the next morning with his throat cut from ear 
to ear, and robbed of some money. Suspicion rested on a cou])lo of negroes, who were 
taken up and put in jail after an examination. They subsecpiently broke jail, as I un- 
derstood, and were pursued and taken, and some persons said they were slain, or one 
of them was ;• I know nothing about it, though. . As I learn<Ml, Mr. Boyd, upon the ex- 
amination of those negroes, showed v^ry little interest to have them committed, and 
• other counsel were eniployod and had them committed. When t hey got out of jjiil an 
old man, who was connected with one of them, was suspected of aiding them to get 
away, or in some way being connected with them— I cannot speak very distinctly 
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about that. At any rate, this old man was tal^n and Ining, and Mr. Boyd sliowod a 
jrreat deal of interest to have that matter inrinired into, althonc^li it was sni)pos<>d that 
lie showed very little interest in the investigation into {^noddy's death. ]\Ir. lioyd, as 
I learned, made some indisereet threats that he knew who the persons were who had 
hnng the old man, and he intended to kee)) the oraiid-jnry there six mouths bnt what 
he would have the matter probed to the bottom. This was a short time before the 
court was to sit, and I suppose, and I think that is the public opinion, that Mr. Boyd 
brought himself to liis death by his indiscretion in telling what he was going to do. 
Tliose i»ersous who had hung this old nnin did not intend that it vshouldever be known 
who they were. That is the opinion I have formed. I believe that is the public ojdn- 
ion of both parties in my place. 

Qiui^tion. L)o we understand yon to say that it is the public opinion there that the 
same persons who had been engaged in hanging the old man also murdered Boyd ? 

Atitiwer. The same persons who had been engaged in hanging this old black man were 
the same persons who nmrdcred Boyd. That is the impression. That is niinc, so far 
as I could learn anything about it. 

Qucj^tion. Do you'give that as the most recent instance of any oftenso of that charac- 
ter committed in your county that you have heard of ? 

Aiimrr. Y«'s, sir; I do not know of any killing by any secret body of men. I have 
heard since of bodies of men in disguise passing through tlie county and causing per- 
sons who were obnoxious to leave the country, l)ut that is the only certain case that I 
could state distinctly — that is, a well-dtdinctl case of killing. 

Quc>yfio)i. Mow recent occurrences of that kind have there been, which you were sat- 
istied did occur ? 

AuHiftr. I do not knc)W that I have any that I am satisfied fully did occur. I heard 
that there was a case of that kind during last ^larch or February; luit I do not think 
it was well ascertained. There was a man who, by his conduct in many ways, was 
obnoxious to the l)eoi)le ; he had once been »)ur tax-assessor. He came there and left 
suddenly fiftcr being there two nights, and I uudei-stood that a body of disguised nnui 
had come about his jjlace at night, and he was not s(H'n afterward, but left. Whetlier 
it was so or not, I do not know ; 1 do not i>retend to advance any certain statement 
about it. Those reports fre(iuently get out when there is really no foundation for 
them. 

Question. Have there been any cases of that character tried in your courts? 

A)i8arr. >.'o, sir; no cases of that character. A\'hen lioyd was slain the grand jury 
were emi)anneled at the next term of the court, and it was proposed by some of my 
fri(!nds that I should be the prosi'cutor, as he had been the solicitor; and 1 would not 
have refused, but the circuit judge ajjpoiuted another gentleman, who, I think, was 
much better ([ualihcd than I w as, because my age and other circumstances would have 
l)revented me from Ix'iug a satisfactory prosccutcu-. I'he grand-jury were kept together 
for two weeks, the «'utire term. One of my sons, who is a lawyer, was during the time 
associated with the prosecutor as assistant. Tin.' grand-jury were kept there two 
weeks, but they were unable to g(^t any evidence to prove wlio had slain Boyd. I 
conversed occnsiimidly with the ])rosecnting otlicers. an(l learned from then) that they 
ct)uld get no evidence on that i)oint. The grand-jury nuule a report that they could 
get no evidence of who the ])arties were, but that from the best infornnition they could 
obtain they were of the opinion that the parties came from an adjoining county. That 
might have been so, or it might not ; I was satislied that the party did not bc^long to 
our town. 

Question. From which adjoining county? 
Answer. From IMckens County. 

Question. Have there been in IMckens County violations of the hiw of a similar char- 
acter ? 

Answer. I am not certain. There had been reports that bodies of disguised men 
were there, and that they had threatened the solicitor, bnt 1 do not know that fact. 
Still, I am inclined to think that it was so; that there had been bodies of disguised 
men in that county. 

Question. From the information which you derived in the practice of your i)rofes- 
sion, and as a citizen, from your intercourse with the people had you any doubt as to 
the existence of that organization in those counties ? 

Answer. I have no doubt myself that such an organization has existed in that sec- 
tion of Alabama; but other gentlemen, in whom I have conlidence. hav<? doubts, and 
say that it never has existed there; that there have been only there occasional collec- 
tions of men, and that there never was a Ku-Klux organization there. ^ly own opin- 
ion has been, and for a very considerable time, that there was such an oiganization. 

Question. From your intbrmation. derived in that manner, ]dease state to the com- 
mittee what yon understand to have been the purpose of that organization, and its 
mode of operation. 

Answer. 1 think the first purpose of the organization was to counteract these Loyal 
or Union Leagues, as some call them. There were collections in our section of conn- 
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try (I presume the committee have Ijeen informed of tbem) night after night, or, if 
not night after night, week after week, of large bodies of negroes, witli some bad white 
men alnoug them to control and manage them. I think this Ku-Klux organization 
was set on foot for the purpose of scaring the negroes, as its members went in dis- 
guise, and their appearance, as I am told, was not very prepossessing, but rather cal- 
culated very much to alarm. The object was to scare the negroes, and prevent those 
or«ranizations of them. I3nt I think they went further than that. If they had stopped 
at'that, perhaps it might have been well enough ; but I think they went further than 
that. 

Question. Did they go so far as to intimidate negroes by violence, by whippings, and 
in some instances by murder ? 

Answer. I think that the negroes were intimidated by that organization ; and it was 
said that some negroes were slain ; some were missing, but I cannot speak with any 
degree of certainty ; only I know that in regard to one negro he was missing. He 
lived near me, and never was seen afterward. 

Question. Assuming now that the Ku-Klux w^as organized for the purpose of counter- 
acting the political organization of the Union League, aud that it passed from that 
purpose to the commission of acts of violence, was there any organized effort, or any 
X^ronounced public sentiment brought to bear for the purpose of preventing that kind 
of violence ? 

Answer. You say "organized effort I suppose you mean public expression of senti- 
ment. 

Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer. I do not think that there was any public expression of sentiment on the 
subject. That the larger portion of the population of the community in which 1 live 
was decidedly opposed to everything of that kind, 1 have no doubt. But there never 
were any meetings, or anything of the kind, held for the purpose of putting it down. 

Question. What prevented that sentiment, which you say existed, from finding pub- 
lic exi)ression ? Was there any terror on the subject ? 

Ansiccr. I do not know ; there might have been some cause ; these men traveled in the 
night ; they were unknown to us ; we might be conversing with one of them in the 
street and not know it. But I am inclined to think that the public, the orderly meu, 
did not like to come into any contact with that class of men, for they were generally 
the reckless and lawless part of our community. 

Question. Did not that understanding, which you say existed, that the Ku-Khix was 
organized in opposition to the Union League, give to its existence a political char- 
acter ? 

Answer. Well, it did to some extent. 

Question. And did not men divide, to some extent, according to their political opin- 
ions, as to whether they condemned, or justified, or excused the operations of the Ku- 
Klux ? 

Answer. No ; there was no such division, or, I might say, very little. There was no 
body of people to divide ; we were all of one way of thinking ; we had no white rei>ubli- 
cans there, or only three or four ; not half a dozen in the county. 

Question. Was it understood that the Ku-Klux was composed of white men ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; it was understood that it was composed of white men. 

Question. And therefore, whether designed or not as a political organization, all its 
members acted with the democratic party ? 

Ansicer. Well, whenever the democratic party acted they acted with us ; when I say 
" with us," I mean that I belong to that party. " 

Question. Has that feeling rendered it difficult, even when members of the demo- 
cratic party condemned the proceedings of that organization, to bring them to justice ? 

Answer. I do not know whether it has or not. I can only tell you that there have 
been parties indicted that I know of, and tliat vigilance has been exercised by officers 
of the law and grand juries, so far a»I could learn, w ithout bringing any one of that 
organization to justice. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Because they could not discover who they were ? 

Ansicer. They could not discover them ; that was it; they could not find out who 
they were. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. What is your opinion as to the continuance of that organization ; do you 
understand that it still exists ? 

Answer. The impression is that it does not. I conversed with several persons before 
I left home, and the impression is that the organization does not exist, and could not in 
oursectioH of the country at this time. 

Question. What led to its disbanding f 

Ansicer. I do not knew. It is exceedingly unpopular with the respectable white men 
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of fliat section of country, and those men belon^iiio- to that ori^anization ninst know 
that fact. Some of the \N^hitc men have expLcssed themselyea publicly in the streets 
a<z:ainst it ; I have myself for one. And I am satislied that these young men — for it is 
|irincipally the young men avIio compose this organization — are begiiuiing to be satis- 
tied that it ouglit not to exist: and consequently ;ve have had no appearance of tliat 
organization for a considerable time now, within my knowledge. 

By Ur, Blair : 

Question. You think the public opinion <^f the country has put it d(>wn ] 

Au^u'cr. I think the i)ub]if oi)iuiou ot tlie country is decidedly oi)i>()S('d to it. 

Question. And yon think that is the r(^ason why it has ceased to exist ? 

AiiHwer. I think that has had ils iulluence upon them. I su})i>ose, without knowing 
it, that a great many of the persons belonging to this organization are young men of 
respeetalde families : and of course they ha\ e heard the oi'gauizat ion denounced in 
their own houses, and liav(^ l)ecome satislied that our situation as a pe(»ple Requires i hat 
no such organization should exist. 

By the CiiAiintAX : 

Question. Is it your belief that that ]mblic opinion against it is strengthening ' 
Answer. Yes, sir; strengtluiuiug eveiy day. 

Question. Are you satished that that jmblic opinion brought to bear ui)on it will have 
the efiectof sui)pi-essing the organization ] 

Answer. Kventually I am satisfied 'it will, if it <'xists at all now. Now no man would 
have it understood — if you were to tell a man now that h<' belonged to tin? Ku-Klux 
you would insult him — no nuin would have it uu(U'rstood that he ever belonged to such 
an organization. 

Question. Are we to Tuulerstnnd, then, that hen^tofore public opinion has ])een ratlier 
in sym})athy with it than against it i 
Answer. No ; I do not Atant you to understand me in that way. 
Question. Or was it silent ? 
Ansurr. leather silent. 

Question. AVere you in Eutaw at tin? time a i>ublic meeting was held there? I believe 
it was last ( )ctober. 

' Ansu-er. Yes, sir, it Avas last October. 

Question. It was during the ])olitiejil campaign of last year? 

A)iswer. 1 was in my house then ; 1 had been crippled a few days l>efore, and was not 
at th<? nu'cting. 

Question. We have had some statements made here by some g( utlemen in regard to 
what occurred at that meeting. We want your knowledge of that oecurrence. if you 
will give it to us. 

Answer. I have very little kuovvdedge about it. Certain gentlemen came there for 
the puii)ose of making s})eeclies to the colored people, b«;cause their party In^d no oth- 
ers to nuike them to, or at least but very few others. There was a meeting called at 
the same time on ihe part of tlu^ democratic i)arty : I was absent in an a<lJoining 
county when it was called. I had heard some intimation that it would be called, luit 
I did not know that it would be until I received a handbill afc the ]»lace where I was 
attending court, advei'tising a meeting on th(^ part of tlie democratic party. ^ly under- 
standing is that they did meet on or\v. side of the court-house and the republicans on 
the other side, and that the comi)any gradually ])ass(Ml from the deuioeratic side over 
to the other to see wliat was going on there ; that in tluit manner an <'xeitement arose, 
and there was some shooting and some few negroes wounded ; that is my understand- 
ing about it, but it is all an understanding, because I couhl not be present at all. 

Question. You were not there ? 

Answer. Xo, sir ; I could not get out of my own house at that time. 

By m. Van Trump : 

Question. How many negroes did you understand were vv'oundcvl on that day ? 

Awiwer. I have heard it rein-esented on the part of some that thei'c were iifty-four 
wounded, and that three or four Avei'e killed. I have satislied myself, in taking very 
great i)ains to ascertain the precise number, that no negro was killed on the occa- 
sion. 

Question. TIow many wounded ? 

Answer. Kot more than three or four at the furthest were wounded. A gentleu'.an 
who has already given evid<mce before the connnitt(M , General Warner, says that the 
pajjcr in my town stated that there were thirty or forty who were Vv ounded. The Gen- 
eral may be right, but the pajier ^N as wrong ; there never were thirty or forty wounded 
at that time. I think if there had been any considcu'able nund>er wounded it 
would have been known. They all mention one cdd man who had his thigh broken, 
and, as I told General Warner yesterday, we would hear of that very often. 
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By the Ciiairm^vx : 
Qiiestioti. Did any of those who were wounded afterward die ? 
Ansicer. I do not think there were any who died. 

By Mr. Blair : 

' Question, Would you not have heard of it, in sueh a small community as that ? 

Answer, I think if any had died I should have heard of it. This old man who had 
his thigh broken, and whom they always bring up on every occasion, did not die; and 
the boy that had belonged to me, and who was wounded, I know did not die. 

By the CiiAiR:M.iX : 
Question. Were any white men wounded then ? 
Answer. I do not think there was. 

Question. What is the name of the democratic paper in your town ; the Eutaw Whig ? 
Answer. Tho Eutaw Whig and Observer. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Was there not one white man wounded in the knee? What is your recol- 
lection about that ? 

Ansiver. I do not tliink there was any white man wounded. There was one gentle- 
man who I understand had a shot through his pants ; but I do not think there was any 
white.man wounded. In regard to the boy who had once belonged to me, I inquired 
of a respectable young man who was present, but did not participate in it, and he said, 
" I saw him myself draw a pistol to shoot, and some one shot him down." 

By the Ciiair:^ian : 

Qiiestion. I have an article here taken from a Meridian newspaper of the date of Oc- 
tober 27, 1870. The article is headed thus : " The Eutaw Whig will to-day 7)ublish the 
following full and particular account of the exciting alfair of .Tuesday, by Colonel Joe 
Taylor, the clear-headed and reliable editor. We return thanks for using it in advance 
of the mails." I suppose that is the same article that appeared in the Whig ? 

Answer. 1 remember now that the Meridian paper got it all wrong. 

Question. The part of the article to which you refer, I suppose, is this : " Two white 
men were wounded, and many received bullet holes through their clothes during the 
fight. Many narrow escapes from brick-bats, pistol and gun-shots were made. From 
twenty-five to thirty negroes were wounded, of whom two have since died of their 
wounds." That, I suppose, is the mistake to which you refer ? 

Answer. 1 do not believe a word of it ; I do not believe twenty-five or thirty negroes 
were wounded; I do not believe a single negro died of the wounds he received. I 
understood that the negroes rallied and turned after being driven ; starting down the 
street they rallied and then they shot, and threw brick-bats and everything of the 
kind. I only say I understood that. 

Question. I suppose this occurrence gave rise, as it naturally would, to a very* 
excited political feeling on both sides in your town ? 

Answer. Some ; not a gi-eat deal, no. 

Question. Is it correct that a fair has been held in your town to raise money for tho 
purpose of assisting in the defense of the men who are indicted for that riot ? 

Answer. 1 think that our ladies, some two months ago, did have a tableau for the 
purpose of raising money to pay the expenses of tho young men who were carried tO' 
Mobile. Most of them were young men without means, and the ladies did have a^ 
tableau for that purpose, and while some of us did not exactly approve of it, still it was 
their business, and we did not interfere with it in any way. Others of us furnished 
the money, which we will again in the fall, when they are carried to ^lobile. 

Question. Did you investigate this occurrence sufficiently to satisfy yourself who 
commenced- the shooting there? 

Answer. No, sir ; I did not investigate it. There are two views of that ; I have un- 
derstood from others that it will be shown, or attempted to be shown, that the ncgroe* 
commeneed it. But I did not investignte it myself.- 

Question. They ran,.did they not ? Was it not your information that they ran when 
the firing counnenced ? • 

Answer. They ran, and then rallied and returned the fire, is the information I have. 

Question. Are any gentlemen from Eutaw present in this city who were at that meet- 
ing ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; there are two gentlemen in my company. Colonel Jolly and Iilajor 
Pierce ; they were both at the meeting. 
Question. They were at the meeting ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; andean give much better information in regard to the matter than 
I can. 

Question. The sympathy of the town itself was strongly in favor with tho white 
men who were engaged in that shooting, was it not ? 
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Answer. I think the sentiment of the town was in their favor. We have a sonthern 
sentinient that i>orva(les the whole country, and I think that sentiment was in their 
favor. Althoiitrb y disapprove an^-thinj^ of the kind, and of any attemi)t to set the 
hiws at d(?fiauce, still I cannot say that my sympathies were not on the side of the 
white men, and opposed to the radicals and the carpet-bagjiers. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

QneiiUon. Is it not claimed by men who were there that, before any firing was done, 
there was a rush of a set of negroes with knives brandished ? 
Amwcr. No, 1 think not ; I have not heard of that. 

By the Ciiaiumax : 

Qiiesiion. lias not that sentiment yon spoke of been so strong tliat traveling shows 
there have advertised concerts to be given in aid of the men who were indicted for 
that riot f 

A)tsH'n'. I have heard that they have. I do not remember to have seen any ; not in 
aid of the riot, but in aid of the men who were indicted. 

Qur!^thn. I have here a i)aper which some one has forwarded to me by mail, and 
which reached me this morning. It is a co]»y of the Eutaw Whig and Observer ; will 
yon look at the article that is marked there, and say if yon know anything about such 
an exhibition of The (j>nccn Sisters," as they are called ? 

An.'^'iViT. 1 attended a nnn'ting of The Queen Sisters," but I do not think it was on 
account of this ali'air ; but I think that sul)se(iueutly they did have such a meeting. 
[Itcading from the ]uiper.] ''The company (Queen Sisters) gave one of their concerts 
in (iueensboi'o tor (he benefit of those citizens of our county now on trial in ^lobilo 
before the United States court, and ])roi)ose to give one in this place, some eight or ten 
days hence, for the benelit of our Ladies' Greene County Memorial Association." The 
Greene County ^h'luorial Association is of a difienmt character entirely. U])on rellec- 
tion, I do not think they ever gave any concert in Greene County for the b(>netit of 
those men. They did give one for the benefit of the Gieen(^ County ^Icmorial Asso- 
ciation, which is an association to kcc]) in remembrance the death of our soldi(M"s. 

Question. The statement in that pai)er in reference to the concert given in (iueens- 
boro for tlu^ benelit of tlie young men of your county on trial at Mobile relates to the 
men indict(Ml for the riot? 

AnHwer. Yes, sir; but that was in an adjoining county. 

Question, Who is the ])resent judge in your circuit ? 

Anmrr. I.uther 1\. Smith. 

Qnext'w)}, Have there Ix^en any complaints in your county, of a general character, of 
the inefticiency or incajjacity of Judge Smith as a ])residing judge. 

Answer. I do not think thiM^e have been. .Judge Smith did not hold our last term. 

(Juesiion. What is your own belief as to his ca])acity as a lawyer and as a jurist ? 

Answer. I think he is a very fair judge ; 1 think that he is a man of very respecta- 
ble! taltmts, and a clear and discriminating mind. 

Question. Is there any other fact within y(mr knowledge, or that you would d(\sire to 
communicate to the committi'c, as throwing any light upon the subject committed t^ 
them for investigation ? If there is, state it fully to the committe(\ 

Answer. I do not wish to state anything, unless questions are asked me, except that 
if there is any impression on the part of any one that human life is not safe there uow, 
and gentlemen cannot travel through that country as safely as they could do so in 
the city of Washington, I wish to exi)ress my dissent from any opinion of thnt kind. 
I l)elieve gentlemen can travel through the county of Greene, it is immaterial where 
they come from, with as much safety as they can travel through the State of Pennsyl- 
vania or any other part of the United States. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Can any per son express his opinion upon political subjects there with im- 
l^unity ? 

Ansiver. I do not know ; perlnn)s an open-mouth man who should go there might get 
a tight on his hands, if he commenced to express his opinions. I think it very likely 
some of those oi)en-mouth men might get their mouths slapped. Tliat is a sort of 
privilege men in the West and South claim, slapping the mouth of a fellow who does 
not please them. 

By the CiiAimiAN : 

Question. To what ext(»nt does that feeling go, in regard to the expression of political 
opinions to the negroes, instructing them as to their rights, and the riglit to the exer- 
cise of sufirage in particular; does it amount to absolute hostility or violence ? 

Answer. Well, I do not know whether it does. I think myself that persons w^onld not 
be entirely safe to go there ajid call a meeting for the pur])ose of addressing the colored 
people; that is the opinion I have; others diiier from mi?, and say it would be perfectly 
safe for them to do so. We are a sensitive peojile ; and while we are willing to respect 
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other people, wo do* not want them to interfere with our matters. The negroes and 
we are getting along remarkably well just now ; the negroes are our operatives or 
laborers ; and the two raecs are necessary to each other. There never was a kinder 
feeling between the negro and the white man in our section of the country than there 
is at this moment. 

Question. Take the case of negroes who have been whipped, or subjected to any other 
acts of violence by these armed bauds of disguised men ; if a white man, any white 
man, were to say to them publicly that they had the same right as white men have to 
the protection of their persons and property, and that they ought to stand up for them 
and defend them, would that be considered as an interference with the rights of the 
southern people ? 

Answer. I think not. We tell the negroes about their rights. I have told those negroes 
who once belonged to me that they were free, and have rights as free men and free 
women, and I have no doubt others have said the same thing to them. I never tried 
to influence but one negro to vote on my side of the question, and lie wouhl not do it. 
I said to him, ''Why, you are going to vote for a man who is a drunkard, a trifling 
scoundrel, and no manner of man ; you are a Presbyterian and I am a Presbyterian, 
and why will you vote that ticket " O," said he, " 1 must vote that ticket, because 
my party votes that way;" not that the ticket he was going to vote for was right, but 
that his party was going to vote that way. That is the onlj^ colored man I ever tried to 
influence; I stopped at that. I have never attempted to influence those I liave had 
about me. Sometimes I have asked them, '' Are you going to vote ?" and the reply has 
been, '' No, I don't care about voting." I would say to them, " If you want to-day to 
go and vote, why go and vote." I have never asked them how Jthey were going to vote. 

Question. Could expressions of the character Avhich I indicated a moment ago be used 
with safety to the colored people in public meetings ? 

Answer. If 'public meetings were allowed to be held at all, they could. 

Question. Do you think that it is dangerous to call public meetings of the colored 
people in your State for political purposes, in the present state of feeling there ? 

Answer. I do not speak of any county but the county I am in, because I do not know 
the public sentiment in other counties. 

Question. Well, as to the county in which you live ? 

Answei'. I am inclined to think it would not be entirely safe. Other gentlemen, I 
say, think differently from me ; they think it would be safe. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. What is your age ? 

Anstcer. I shall be seventy- five years of age to-morrow night. 



Washington, D. C, June 20, 1871. * 

J. J. JOLLY sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Do yon live in Alabama ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. In what part ? 

Answer. In Greene County, in Eutaw. ^ 

Question. How long have you resided there ? 

Ans^ver. All my life. 

Question. Wliat is your occupation ? 

Ansiver. 1 am a lawyer. 

Question. Do you practice in the circuit there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you such information of the existing state of things in that judicial ^ 
circuit as will enable you tor testify in Regard to the execution of the la^KS and the se- 
curity of person and property within those limits ? 

Answer. I think I have. 

Question, Go on and state to the committee your views upon that question in your 
own manner. 

Answer. The condition of the country is as quiet and peaceable now as I have ever 
known it to be, either before or since the war. Tlie laws are executed without trouble 
and without difficulty. The condition of the country at this time is very quiet and 
peaceable, and the laws better observed and better enforced than they have been at 
any time before or since the war. 

Question. Is that so in all classes of cases, both civil and criminal ? 

Answe)\ I think so. 
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r,i^«f/o)?. TTnvo you any kiiowledfre of tlie existence in tlie State of xMabania of any 
Becret on^anization, commonly know as Kn-Klux, or by any other name 

Jnsu'cr. 1 liiJfVe not. I will state that, so far as my information i!;oes, and it is pretty 
general tlironoliout that section of the country, I do not believe that the Ku-Klnx 
(u-ganization, or anything that assimilates to the character given to that organization, 
has ever existed in that section of country, or does now exist there. 

Qncfiiioi). Have you ever understood that it is one of the obligations of that organiza- 
tion to keep its existence secret ? 

Ausircr. I do not know anything about that. 

Qua^tion. Is that the general reputation in that region, wliere it is alleged to exist ? 

Anstrvr. I luive heard such reports; 1 have understood from newspaper accounts that 
they did keep their counsels secret. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of any violations of tlu^ law having been com- 
mitted in the county of Greene by bands of armed men in disguise, and in the* night I 

An-sH'cr. Yes, sir, I have known of a few; I knew of the killing of a man l)y the 
name of IJoyd ; I believe it was in March, 18/0. I was not at honn^ at that time ; I 
was in ^lobile. I understood he was killed by disguised men ; and I hav(^ heard of one 
negro being killed by disguised men: though of these matters I do not know anything 
])ersonally. I was nt)t at home at that time; I have simply heard that th(\v were 
killed by disguised men. I think it Avas rumored that the negi'o, vs'hose name was 
!Sam Colvin, was killed by disguised men ; and so was l\h\ IJoyd. I Ixdieve I know of 
no other cases, cA en from rumor, of persons who were killed by disguised men. 

Quest ton. In that county of Greene 

^litf^ivcr. There have been several cases of killing there besid<^s those, but they were 
not killed by disguised men that I have heard of. 

Qi(ci<tioH. Yon r<'l'erred to a negro man who was killed Ijy disguised men; 'was that 
the case of Caldwell ! 

Ansurr. No, sir; it was Sanniel Colvin, the father of Saumel Caldwell. Sam Cald- 
well and Henry ]\!iller were accused of killing a young man by the name of Snoddy. 
1 defended those two negro nuMi ; 1 was their cou*isel. On the ])relimiuary examina- 
tion it was concluded by the nmgistrate that the^*were guilty, and they were i)nt in 
jail to await an investigation before th<' grand jury. l]efore the grand juiy asseudded, 
however, some month or two after they weie put in jail I suppose, tlu-y esenjjed from 
jail. We heard that Henry Miller was^ caught, and that in the catching of liini he was 
killed in some way; exactly how we never understood. Sam Caldwrll, we under- 
stand, has never been caught, has never bet^'U heard of since he got out of jail. I was 
present during that inv»'st igation ; I defended the inisoners by all means in my ]>ower. 
The evidence was pretty clear; at least suthcient cause was shown to put them in jail 
for a hearing before the grand jury. 

Question. That is not the othi^r case to which you refer as having been connnitted by 
disguised men ! That is not one of the other cases ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. What was the other case ? 

Answer. The case of Sam Colvin, the fother of Sam Caldwell, who was put in jail 
with Henry ^liller, for the killing of Suoddy. 

Question. Was Snoddy killed by men in disguise ? 
Answer. No, sir: 1 did not say that. 

Question. I wish to get an understanding of the other case besides Boyd, to which 
yon refer. 

Answer. It was the case of Sam Colvin, the father of Sam Caldwell ; Colvin was also 
charged with complicity in the murder of Suoddy, but I defended him on the exami- 
nation, ami he was discharged. xVfter the escape'of Caldwell and Miller from jail, we 
understood that old man Sam Colvin, the father of Caldwell, was caught and hung by 
disguised men. 

Question. The father of Caldwell was called Colvin? 

Answer. Y\-s, sir ; they take ditfereut names there according to the families they live 
with. 

Question. These are the only two cases you know of in the county of Greene of mur- 
ders being committed by disguised men ? 

xinswer. The only two*^! have heard of: I do not know of any. 

Quesiioii. Was the a])pearance of those men who murdered Boyd accounted for in any 
other way than on the su])position that they belongcnl to that organization ? 

Answer. Well, sir, my recollection is that'the grand jury said in their report that it 
was a band of disguised men. and from the evidence that was before them, that they 
r(!ported to the coiirt that the men came from, or at least were traced to, an adjoining 
county. 

Question. That occurrence took place in the town in which you reside? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. A man having been murdered at 11 o'clock at night in the public hotel, 
when you returned did you investigate the particulars for your own satisfaction ? 
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Answer. I inquired about it as any citizen would do. 

Question. What was your belief as to whetber those men who committed that act m 
the manuer in which you ascertained it had been committed, were members of an or. 
ganization? 

Answer. Members of an organization f 

Question. Yes, of an organized body. . , , , x ..i. > 

Answer. I think they were a crowd of men who associated themselves together tor 
that special pui-pose. I have no reason to say, and indeed I do not believe, that they 
belonged to any general organization. 

Question. Did your investigation disclose whether they came m milit>ary order ? 

Answer. I aui told that they came up the road two and two, on horseback. 

Question. Did it disclose the fact that they were halted in front of the hotel by com- 
mand ? 

Answer. Tliey were halted, but whether by command or not I do not remember. 
Question. Does it disclose the fact also that a certain number of them were com- 
manded to go into the hotel while the others stood guard ? 
Answer. I understood they did go in, whether by command or not I do not remember. 
Question. A certain number went in, while the others stood on guard f 
Answei, Yes, sir. 

Question. And those who went in murdered Boyd ? 

Answer Yes, sir ; it was so stated. u 

Question. Now, ui)on the examination you have made, is it your belief that the whole 
organization was gotten together simply for that one purpose, and never had any pre- 
vious existence? 

Answer. That is my opinion. I can say further 

By Mr. Beck : 
Question. Give me in full your reasons for that belief. 
Answer. My reasons for it are these 

4 

By the Chairman : . 
Question. I would prefer you wonld give your reasons in full. 

Answer. About fifteen years ago, Mr. Boyd, who was killed, killed a young man in 
the neighborhood of Union, about ten miles above Eutaw, by the name of Brown. lie 
was tried and convicted of murder in the second degree, and sentenced to the peniten- 
tiary for ten years. After he was sentenced an application was made for his i)ardon ; or 
not for his pardon, but an application was made for executive clemency. The governor, 
on the petition, commuted his punishment to one year in the county jail. He staid in 
the county jail until his time expired, and he then went off* to another State, Louis- 
iana or Arkansas, . I do not remember which. After the war closed he came back to 
Greene Coupty. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Had he been back in the mean time ? 

Answer. I do not know that he had ; if so, I do not know it. He came back to Greene 
County, and shortly after he came back there he was either appointed or elected to the 
ofifice of county solicitor. Those people who were related to the young man Brown, 
who was killed by Boyd, disliked Boyd very much, as a matter of course, and were 
irritated against him very much all the while. He was very obnoxious to that class of 
people, and to the peoi)le of that community particularly. After the killing of Snoddy 
by these two negroes, he stated on the street, i)erhaps to oue or two dilFereut persons, 
as I understood, that he knew the parties, and I think he gave to one the names of 
some parties who he said were iruilty of the hanging of Aid man Sam Colvin. The rea- 
son given foi' the killing of Boyd was that he gave the names of individuals who hung 
Sam Colvin ; that is generally said to be the reason in our community why he was 
killed; that is believed to be the reason why he was killed j that is what I believe, 
that is what my investigation led me to believe. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Had this occurrence any connection with the killing of Brown fifteen years 
before ? 

Answer. I never understood positively that it had ; but it was understood that cer- 
tain names were given. 

Question. Had the kdling of Brown, then, anything to do with the killing of Boyd ? 

Answer. Only as it connected itself in this way, that the relatives and friends of 
Brown were very hostile toward Mr. Boyd, and it was supposed by us, by me and others, 
without knowing, that perhaps some oi* those names he mentionad were the names of 
some of the other parties. 

Question. Have you had any conversation with any of Brown's relatives upon the 
subject? 

Answer. Since the killing of Boyd ? 
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Question. Either before or since. 

Ans2ce7\ Some years a<?o I heard the family speak of Boyd. 

Qucstwn. I mean now in regard to the killing of Boyd ; had yon any conversation 
with any of Ih'own's relatives either before or since the killing of Boyd, in regard to it f 
Jub'wer. No, sir. 

Question. Had Boyd left there immediately after his respite by the governor? 
^Inswer. Tliat is my impression, bnt I am not i)ositive on that i^oint. 
Qurstion. That would be about I80G or 1^^57 ? 

Answer. 1 will not be positive on that subject ; my impression is that he left very soon 
after he served out his time. 

Question. In what year did he eome back ? 

Answer. The latter part of l^GT, I think. 

Question. And he lived there fnnn lHG7,till March, 1870? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Had there been any attempt upon his life, or to do him any injury, by any 
of Brown's relatives, in the time froni 1807 to 1870 if 
Answer. None that I evi^r heard of. 

Que-^tion. Is it your belief, then, that vcngoanee for Brown's death was any part of 
the motive that led to the killing of Boyd 

^Insu-er. That, in connection with the charge which he made publicly that certain 
men were connected with tin; hanging of Sam Colviu; I believe that was the cause. 

Question. Did yon get th(^ names of the men charged with that ? 

Answer. I do not know them. 

Question. How do you connect the two cases ? 

^inswer. It was simply a matter of belief on the part of the people. 
Question. Is that your Ix^Iief? 
Answer. That is my belief. 

Question. That i\u) threat which h<^ made of bi-iuging those i)ersons to justice for the 
killing of Colviu was the caus(^, of his being killed ! 

Answer. That was the immediate cause of his killing, in my judgment. I will state, 
however, to tin* eonnnittee that ^Ir. Boyd was very obnoxious generally; was reganied 
by our i)eo])le more in the light of a persecutor than a i)rosecutor in his office; he was 
obnoxious generally to our people. 

Question. Do you jn»'au that In* ]UH>secuted too vigorously ? 

Answer. 1 do not mean that. I mean that he prosecuted with more of venom than of 
finnness. He was not a man of great capaeitj' ; he was of very small capacity, but of 
very strong feelings and ju'ejudices. 

Question. Were any means taken before the grand jury mi^t to ascertain *who were 
the i)ersons »Migag(Ml in killing Boy<l f 

Answer. Well, numy incpiiries were made; no legal lU'oceedings were instituted, for 
the reason. I ju'esume, that no one knew where or how to begin; there was no such 
information, so far as I know, as to be acted upon for an investigation. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. The grand jury inquired into it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By the CiiaiPvMAN : 
Question. How long was that after the killing ? 
Answer. It was about a month or so. 

Question. Did the sherilf olYer any reward for the arrest of the persons ? 
Answer. I do not remember whether he did or not. 

Question. Did you understand that he was pres<nit and saw the persons ? 

Answer. I understood the sheritY was thvre, at least very soon after the killing; 
indeed he told me so himself, when I was conversing with him upon the suT)ject. 

Q-uestion. Did he make any effort to raise any posse and to pursue them ? 

Answer, He told me that he did not, for the reason that it was at too late an hour of 
the night ; there were very few persons on the street ; the number of disguised men 
were said to be about twenty-live ; and with the few who were on the street he could 
not possibly have made an arrest, if he had made an eifort, and therefore he did not try. 
Our town is scattered over a considerable space of ground ; the people live some dis- 
tance apart, and at that hour of the night it would have been a very difficult matter 
certainly to have arrested them before" they could get away; indeed they could not 
have done it at all. 

Question. Would the people have responded to a call of the sherilf if he had made it? 
Answer. They would. 

Question. Wjis any effort made the next day to arrest them ? 

Answer. None that I know of ; and for the very good reason that nobody knew where, 
or when, or whom to arrest. 

Question. And no etfort was made to follow the offenders 1 
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Answer. Xouo from the town of Eutaw, that I know of. ^ 
Question. Wore yoa present at the meeting in October last at Avhich the riot was said 
to have occurred ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. , . /. . r, 

Quesfion. Please go on and give to the committee m detail, without turtber question, 
your history of that occurrence as you saw it ? 

Answer. Both parties, the democratic and the repuhlican partios, had announced 
meetings for that day ; their notices were stuck up, informing the public of that fact. 
On the morning of the 25th of October some gentlemen, authorized by the republican 
party, addressed a note to the president of the democratic council of that county, propos- 
ing a joint discussion. Our council was called together to pass upon the proi)riety of a 
lomt discussion ; and we agreed not to hold a discussion, and so notified them, for the 
reason, in the first place, that we did not consider there was anything to be discussed ; 
and in the next place, for the purpose of avoiding even the probability or the possibility 
of a difficulty, if it could bo avoided ; those were our reasons. I was one of the commit- 
tee which was instructed to inform the committee of the republican party of that fact, 
and the note is in their hands. AVe addressed them just such a note as wo were in- 
structed to address them by the democratic council ; Major Pierce and myself. After 
we declined the discussion the democratic party immediately assembled their meeting 
on the north side of the court-house square. 

Question. The discussion was declined before either party had commenced their 
meetings ? 

Answer. The democratic meeting w^as called together just about the time that wo 
declined to enter into a joint discussion. The meeting on our side, the democratic 
side, j)assed over very quietly. After the meeting had closed 

By Uy. Van Trump : • 

Question. Right there state how long the democratic meeting lasted, and how many 
speeches were made ? 

Answa'. I think there were three speeches made, and, I suppose, it lasted about two 
hours. 

By ilr. Stevenson : 

Question. Did you go right on with your meeting after the council resolved not to 
discuss ; did you proceed to organize ? 
An8we)\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Simultaneously with sending the notice? 

Ansuer. Yes, sir ; and when we returned, our meeting had assembled and one of the 
speakers was on the stand. After our meeting closed, several of our young men, 
young men from the democratic side of the square, went around to the republican 
meeting. Senator Warner and Governor Parsons made speeches. During Govenior 
Parsons's speech the noise became a little louder than we thought it ought to be. 
There was simply a fusillade of questions going on ; and one of our old citizens came 
to my ofiiee and asked me to walk around with him and see if there was any prospect 
of trouble, and to aid in stopping it. The sheriff also asked me to do so. We went 
around there and saw one or two young men who had been drinking. We took them 
away and carried them to my ofSce. Governor Parsons concluded his speech, and at 
the conclusion of his speech Major Hays attempted to speak, or got upon the stand ; 
whether his intention was to speak or not, I do not know ; I have understood since 
that he did not intend to speak ; but he got up on the stand. Just at that time there 
was a colored man who was a democrat trying to get uj) on the stand also to speak. 
He was among his colored friends, and, I suppose he thought ho had as much right to 
speak there as anybody else. During the rush for him to get up on the stand, and 
immediately after Major Hays got upon the stand, there was a rusli from the crowd of 
colored people in front, (there were about a thousand there,) and in the rush he was 
either pulled off or he fell off the stand ; I do not know which for I did not see him. 

()MC8<iow. Who was pulled oft'? 

Answer. It was said that Major Hays was either pulled off or fell off the stand. I did 
not see it, and I do not know it, for I was not in a position to see it. Just before that 
occurred, however, Major J.G.Pierce, knowing that Major Hays was extremely ob- 
noxious to our peoide there, as he is, and wo think deservedly so,\vent up to Governor 
Parsons and requested him to try and persuade Mr. Hays not to speak, for he feared 
it might lead to trouble. Just at that time, when he was talking to Governor Parsons 
on the subject, and Major Hays was upon the stand. Major Pierce was shot at from his 
redr by a negro in the crowd to his rear ; ho was shot through his pants, and then the 
firing became general. 

By the Ciiairman : 
Question. Were you in a position to see that ? 

Answer. I saw the smoke from the pistol. I did not see the man who shot it, but it 
was in the crowd of colored people very near the main entrance, or door which goes 
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into the main entrance of the court-lioiise Iniilding, jnst to the rio-bt of the door. 
Then, of course, the firing became general. There was firing from onr side, and after 
a little, after the immediate stampede was over, there was firing back from the colored 
Hide. The Federal troops were then called on. They came into town, and being seen 
by the negroes and the white people, too, the difficulty was over, soon stopped, almost 
instantly. 

By Mr. Van Thump: 

Question. Was the smoke from this pistol you vspeak of from that part of the crowd 
com])osed entirely of negroes, or was it a mixed crowd, white and black ? 

J}isir('}\ There were no white people at that pcjint at all ; the white jM-ojih^ were in the 
door of the court-house, and in the clerk's office. The clerk's office was innuediately 
behind where the stand was pla-ced. 

By Mr. Beck : 
Question. That was the first fire ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By the Cii airman : 
Question. Where were you at that time ? 

Jnsivrr. I was in the clerk's ofiic(\ J had gone there at the request of ^ir. Kirksey, a 
good ('itiz(Mi of the ])]aee, and soon after I got in the office the pistol was tin d.. 

(Question. You say it was fired at ^Slajor Pierce wht>n lu^ was in the act of speaking to 
Governor Parsons f 

^Insu-er. Yes, sir; with a view to ])ersuading Mr. Hays not to speak. 

Question. Wh(M-e was TIays at that time ? 

Answer, lie was in a plae(^ where I could not see him very well. I understand from 
Major Pieree that he was on the stand, had just got on it, 1 believe. 

Questio)i. Was Hays called for ))y any person in the crowd before he got upon the 
tab](^ oeeupied as a stand i 

.inswer. Not that I remendx^-. 

(Jutstion. Were you there at the close of Governor Parson's address ? 
^Inswer. I got the!'(\just as he closed. 

Question. And went innnediat(dy into the circuit ( lerk's oflice ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; tluu'e were quite a number of white men there. 
Question. How many ? 

xiufiwer. A good many; I su])pose tliere were ten in the clerk's office. 
Question. Were they armed 

Answer. I did not examine them ; I sui)i)ose some of them were. 
Question. Did you not see whether they were or not ? 
^Inswer. 1 think I saw one ])ist(d. 

Questio}t. Were those white men in the clerk's office men who lind come from the 
nu'eting on the. other sid(5 of thr-; court-house ? 

Ansu\ r. I do not remember v>iiether they were at the other meeting or not. The man 
I saw have a \)istol was drinking, and was just exhibiting the weapon there, as VvC fre- 
quently see drunken men do on ])ublic occasions. 

Question. AVhieb meeting was called lirst ? 

Answer, ^ly n^colleetion is that the republican meeting was ealh^d first. 
Question. Ami the democratic r-ieeting was called for the same day ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Questio}i. xVnd at the same place ? 

Answer. Yes. sir. I wish to state, how(^ver, in that conn<»ction, that the calling of 
the democratic meeting had no refereuce to tlu^ republican mcM^ting. We desired that 
Mr. Lindsay, who was then our candidate for gov<'ruor, General I'laiiton, and others, 
should address our people. It was a short time ))efi)re the election, and in a meeting 
of the council, or of tli* (executive conunittee and other advising friends of the ])arty, 
we agreed nptui that day iov our meeting. I was a member, and juvsent myself; wo 
agn^ed upon that day without any referenci^ to the other meeting at all. 

Question. With a knowledge that that meeting had l)een called tor that day ? 

Answer. So tar as 1 am concerned personally, I do not remember wliether I had any 
knowledge of it or not ; I presume, however, we did. 

Question. The handbills announcing the meeting were up in the court-house, were 
they not ? 

Answer. I understand they were. 

Qnesiion. Did you not see them f 

Answer. Not prior to i)uttiug up ours; I did uot f=ee any. 

Quf'stion. You think you had knowledge^ of the fact ? 

Answer. I think the nieeting was called ])efore ours. 

Question. Did not a large number of people come there armed that day? 

Aniiwer. 1 do not know. 

Qnestion. What is your hnpression ? 



270 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 

Answer. Tliat a g^rcat many had pistols ; and I will state another fact, that I know 
that a largo number of negroes came armed with double-barreled guns and pistols on 
the same day. 

Question. On the same day ? 

Ausiver. Yes, sir ; and my information from some of them was, that they were or- 
dered to go there armed. 

By Mr. Blaik : 

Question. Is it not the general custom of peo'ple in that' country, in coming to the 
towns from the country, to carry arms with them ? 
'inswcr. They very frequently do. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Is it your belief tliat the persons at both meetings who Were armed were 
there merely following the general custom, or was there a design in armin^^? 

Answer. So far as the democratic party was concerned, there was no design to bring 
about a difficulty ; I know persoually there was not. And I know every effort was 
luade that day by the quiet men of the community, and by the leaders of the dem- 
ocratic party of that county, to prevent any disturbance whatever. 

Question. At whose instance did the colored man endeavor to get on the stand, of 
whom yon spoke ? 

Ansicer. At whose instance? 

Question. Was he called for by anybody? 

Answer. I understand— I do not know that it is the fact — that there was a young man 
there, I think he was a Georgian, who had been stopjiing there, and who had been on 
the Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad; he had been drinking on that occasion, and 
seemed to be the i^rincipal man managing this colored man, trying to get him upon 
the stand. 

Question. Was he a democrat ? 

Answer. I do not know that; I x^resume he is, as pretty much all the white men there 
are. 

Question. Had you been consulted about the colored man^s speaking? 
A nswer. Had I been consulted I 
Question. Yes. 

Answe)\ I had not ; I had no communication from the republican party but the one 
about the meeting. 

Question. 1 understand you to say that a colored man was trying to get upon the 
stand ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Had you been consulted upon that subject, or did you receive any informa- 
tion about it ? 

Answer. No, sir; the only advice I ever gave in that democratic council, of which I 
was a member, was that our people should stay away from there, and not interfere 
with the meeting at all. We used every effort that we could to get our young men 
away from there. The reason I was there was to prevent any ditBcnlty. 

Question. Do you locate the origin of the difficulty in the effort of this colored man to 
get upon the stand ? 

Answer. I state the fact; I do not attribute it to any particular cause. At that time 
this colored man, in the hands of Reynolds, who was a Georgian, made an effort to get 
upon the stand as Mr. Hays was trying to get upon it. There was a general rushing or 
pressing together of the colored iieople in front to get toward the stand. There was 
considerable excitement produced at that time; Mr. Hays was cither pulled from or 
fell from the stand. 

Question. This Reynolds was a Georgian? 

Answer. Yes, sir; came from Georgia down to the Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad, 
and for a short time had been living in and around Eutaw. 

Question. Is he the same Reynolds who has been identified as having been engaged in 
the troubles at Meridian ? 

Answer, The same man ; an irresponsible man. 

By "Sir. Stevenson : 
Question. How long has he been about Eutaw ? 

Answer. About three, or four, or five months altogether, and on the railroad. 
Question. How long before that time ? 

Answer. Perhaps two months before the difficulty ; he left there some time since. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Were any colored men wounded at that riot ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Any white men ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 
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Question. How mauy of each ? 

Answer. Two white men were wounded ; I do not kuow how many colored men were 
wounded ; I have heard of as many as ten, hut I do not know how many. 

Quesi'ion. Had yon anything" to do with the i)reparation of the acconnt that was puh- 
lished in the Entaw Whig afterward ? 

Jii^wer. Nothing. 

Question. Did you read it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Does that give a correct account of the mimher of men who were wounded 
on that day 'I 
Answer. No, sir; I think it is exaggerated, 

Qnesiion. How many were wounded there, or did you make sueli investigation as to 
satisfy you on that point ? 

Answir. I inquired of physicians who generally attended them, and from the hest 
knowledge I could get, I am satisfied there were not over fifteen or twenty, at the out 
side. 

Question. Did any of them die from their wounds ? 
^Inswer. No, sir; not one. 

Qni'stion. You say, then, that there was no design on the part of anybody to bring 
about a dihiculty on that day, but, on the contrary, your design was to avoid one f 

Answer. Yes, sir: the design expressed and felt by us all was to prevent any trouble 
whatever. 

Question. Had you no apprehension of trouble from calling the two meetings on the 
same day ? 

Answer. W<'11, sir, I do not know that we had, excex)t in the excited state of the })ub- 
lic mind. Our impression about the matter was tlint the b(\st way to prevent a dilli- 
culty was to liave our meeting in a dilierent part of the town and apart from the 
republican meeting, and we endeavored to hold all of tbe demoeiats, the young men 
particularly, away from tliere, and keep them at our own meeting and apart from the 
others. Our i)eople, the white peoph*, 7ire not exactly satisfied with the condition of 
things tliere, and we thonglit it v;as best to keep them apart. 

Question. Did you think the best way to do that was to call the two me<>tings on the 
same day ! 

Answer. I do not know that there is any more reason for supposing — ind<M^d, I do not 
think there A\ onld be any less probal)ility of a dillieulty with a republican meeting 
called in Eutnw ahme than there would be to liave tv.'o meetings in diiterent parts of 
the town, and an effort made to keep them apart; I tluuk there wouUl 1»<^ more reason 
for dillieulty. 

Question. Why did you not keep them in different ]iarts of the town ? 
Answer. W<^ did; we caHed ours togetlnn- lii'st. and on tlie north side of the court- 
house; they had a right to hold their meeting where they pleased. 

Question. The two meetings were held with only the court-house between them ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you not advertise for that meeting as speakers gentlemen who you 
knew could not l)e there on that day f 
Answer. No, sir; we did not. 

Question. Were they not engaged elsewhere on that day ? 
Answn\ We have understood since tliat they were. 

Question. Did ydu not advertise them without knowing that they could be there ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You did not know Avhether they could be there? 
Answer. We knew they were to be at difterent places during the campaign. 
Question. Did you not advertise them before you knew whether they could be there 
or not ? 

Answer. We did as is sometimes done; we advertised the meeting without knowing 
wh(^ther we could get all the speakers tliere. 

Question. As a matter of fact, no one yon did advertise was there? 
Answei'. None from abroad. 

Qursfion. Have you any knowledge of the whipping of Mr. Cockrell, ameml)erof the 
bar of your town ' 
Answer. From hearsay I have. 

Question. Had that any connection with his being a witness in the case at Mobile ? 

Answer. I do not know. x\ young man by the name of Waddell, from ]Mari(m, Perry 
County, Alabama, and this same young man, Reynolds, I have been speaking of, went 
ujxm the boat as he came nx^ from ^lobile, as we are informed, and whipped him. 

Que tion. Have yon any information, from 17eynolds or auy one else, as to whether the 
whipping was inflicted upon him because of his having gone to ]Mobile as a witness? 

Answer. I have never seen Reynolds since ; he was indicted for the oliense, and has 
left the State. 

Question. What was Mr. Cockrell whipped for, according to your information ? 
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Atmcer. My information is that tlicy went upon the boat and inquired for Mr. Cock- 
rell, this young man from Perry County. 
Qnestion. He inquired for him ? 

Ansiver. Ho inqiured for ]\Ir. Cockrell, asked where he was; his room was pointed 
out by some one, and Waddell went there and commenced beating him, and alter the 
difficulty had progressed somewhat Reynohls struck him with a pistol on the back of 
the head. I have heard since the difficulty that he was told by young Waddell that it 
was because he went to Mobile as a witness. But I wish to state hero that it was a 
matter which our people universally regretted — a thing for which we wanted the 
parties indicted, and for Avhich they were indicted.* We all discountenanced it, and 
regret it as much as any people can. It was not done by the consent, approbation, or 
authority of anybody. But we heartily wish to-day that they both may be punished, 
severely punished, for the act. 

Questiou, What connection had Waddell with that case? 

Answer. None in the world. He had gone over to bring the corpse of a young man 
Avho had died at ]Marion. 

Quesiion. Where was he from ? 
Answer. Perry County. 

Question. He was in company with Reynolds f 
Answer. Yes, sir, 

Quesiion. Was Reynolds one of the defendants in the case at Mobile ? 
Answer. No, sir ; not that I know of. 

Question. Is he the same Reynolds who tried to get the colored man to speak on the 
day of the meeting at Eutaw ? 
Answer. He was. 

Question. And the same Reynolds who was identified as having been at Meridian ? 
Answer. The same. 

Quesiion. He never was indicted at Mobile ? 

Answer. No, sir ; he is not a defendant in the case at Mobile, but he is indicted for 
the assault upon Mr. Cockrell, in the supreme court in Greene County. 

Quesiion. My impression is that some one has stated that he was indicted at Mobile. 

Answer. Tliat is* a mistake, I think ; if so, I have never been informed of the fact. 

Question. Has any other reason been assigned for beating ;Mr. Cockrell than that he 
was a witness in that trial ? 

Answei\ I have heard of no other ; but I do not know of my own knowledge that 
that was the cause, though I have heard it stated that it Avas so stated by this young 
Waddell. 

Question. Is Mr. Cockrell a member of the bar ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. A respectable member of the bar? 

Answer. He has not a very high standing as a member of the bar. 
Question. Is he a man of respj^^ctable habits and character ? • 
Answer. He has been ; yes, sir, tolerably. 
Question. Is he a republican? 

Answer. He has passed for a moderate republican some year or two. 

Question. These other men who are charged with whipping him are democrats? 

Ansicer. Not that I know of. I do not know what the politics of Waddell is, or of 
Reynolds. One thing I do know, that Reynolds is a man our people would be very 
glad to get rid of, and we neither know nor care what are his politics. 

Question. Do you understand that either Waddell or Reynolds is a republican ? 

Answer. No, vsir ; I do not know what they are. 

Quesiion. Have not these difficulties, lamentable as the fact may be, assumed alto- 
gether a political character ? 

Answer. I think not. I have no doubt that excitement in politics has had something 
to do with trouble there. But most of the murders, most of the whippings, movst 
of the difficulties that have happened there, have grown out of personal matters, not 
connected with x^olitics at all. For instance, there Avas a man in the neighborhood of 
Union, by the name of Wilson — no, the first man killed in Greene County, that I 
remember, was a negro man, Avho was castrated and hung to a tree by some men, 
because he committed a rape upon a respectable white lady there. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. Was that Nelson Harris? 

Answer. That is the name ; he committed a rape upon a lady and was killed for it. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Was there any investigation to show that he was guilty? 
^ Answer, lie wa*s caught in the act, so I understood, and identified by the lady 
afterAvard. 

Quesiion, Did they take him and hang him when he was caught in the act ? 
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Answer. Ko, sir ; he was not taken tlieu ; only a young man, or boy, nyIio was not able 
to arrest him, saw hiin, and notified some of the neighbors and friends of that lad^s . and 
I suppose they caught liim. 

Question. How long afterward was he hung ? 

A?}smr. About the next day; he made an elFort to get away, and was pursued and 
caught. 

Qnest'wn. That is one case you refer to? • 
Ausmr. That is one case. 
Qu&stion. In what county ? 

Anstrn: In Greene County. Then there is the case of Saxn Colvin, to which I have 
referred. 

Qn&'itioyi. Those were not disguised men who hung Harris ? 

^lusico: No, sir. Sam Cahhvell was said to have been connected with tlie murder of 
Snoddy, and that was the cause of his being liung. 

By Mr. Van TnuMp : 

QucMion, AVhat was the puldic impression and the fact in regard to the conduct of 
}joyd in being very active, or otherwise, in ferretiyg out the persons that killcMl Snoddy f 

Aumrr. He was not very active. " * 

Qne.^tion. Was thiit the public in)in'(^ssion there, that he was rather lax? 

Au-vccr. Yes, sir : indeed, he had notliing to do witli it, or did not take any part in it ; 
counsel were employed ; I defended the negro myscdf. 

Question. AVhen 8ani Colvin was dealt with, was I'oyd particularly active in trying 
to get up a ]ux)secuti(ui against those who did that ? 

A)ifiW()\ It was never investigated, for the reason that ^Ir. Jloyd was killed very 
shortly after Colvin was hung. There have been no arrests, and no investigation 
brought about. 

Question. Hid you state that the public impression and public idea was that he had 
rnach'. some indiscreet declarations in regard to ])rosecuting those ukmi ? 

Ansirer. It was said there tliat h(^ perhaps stated to one or two ])ersons that he knew 
the parties ; I tliink that one said he went so far as to nauie tho. parties, though I never 
licard the names. He said he knew the persons who had hung old man Sam Colvin, 
and he intended to keep the jury in session six months but he would get them indicted. 

Question. So tli(^ ])e()i)h^ contrasted his manifestation of interest in regard to that as 
compared with' Ijis laxity in regard to the othei' 

Anmer. 1 d<^ not think there was anything of that kind ; there was no anger against 
his energy. J hit the particular i)arti(\s whom it was thought he accused of that crime 
were m;id with him ])ecause he made that accusation, and it was tliought that was the 
reason he was killed. 

By Mr. \U:ck: 

Question. Was it assumed that his politics had anything to do with his being killed? 

Ansjrcr. None in the world. Mr. Boyd had lived there from the time he toolv x>osses- 
sion of the othce up to that day. No ]»erson had ever interfer<'d witli him, had ever 
insulted him so far as I know. His politics had nothing to do with it, in my judgment, 
and in the judgment of ourpeoph^ generally. 

By the CiiAimiAX: 

Question. Tliere has been some confusion in regard to the time that the murder of 
}joyd occurred. My recollection is tliat some witni^ss has stated that it was during the 
sitting of the court, but Chancellor Clark says to-day that it was during the sitting of 
some ecclesiastic court there, or some ecclesiastic body. 

Ansiro'. It was during thc^ session of the presbytery. 

Que-^tion. I think that some witness has stated that it was during the session of 
the court. 

Ansja r. That is a mistake ; I was absent at the time, and I would have been there 
had the court been in session. 

By ilr. Stevenson: 
. Question. Was the court about to sit ? 

Ansicer. This was about the 1st of April, and I think the court assembled about the 
last week of April or the first week of May. Our court assembles the fiftli Monday after 
the fourth Monday in March and September. Boyd was killed about the 1st of April, 
and our court assendded either the last week in April, or the first week in May. 

Qmstion, It was about the time that lawyers begin to prepare their business for the 
approaching court? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

By the Ciiair:\ian : 

Question. Hid you hear of a man named Guilford Colemau injured in that county ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, 

18 
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Question. Was that traceable to a private quarrel, or was it doue by a band of dis- 
guised men ? 

Anmrer. I do not know; I do not think I ever did know bow Coleman was injured. 
Question. Was ho murdered ? 
Jnsu'cr. It was supposed he was. 
Question. Was his body found ? 

Ansicer. Not that I have cvei*heard of; if it ever has been I do not know it. 
Question. AVas it the impression that ho was murdered ? 
Answer, That is the impression, that ho was killed. 
Question. For what cause ? 

An8we}\ There have been some causes stated ; I do not know anything of their relia- 
bility at all ; in fact I do not know what the cause was ; I do not think anybody else 
does. 

Question. Was he a republican ? 

Answer. I suppose he w%*is; I think so; he was a very good old negro, though, and 
he was not a noisy man in politics, any way. 

Question. Ho was a man of good character for a colored man ? 

Anstcer. A man of very ^ood character, yes, sir. 

QueMion. Do you know of the ease of Mr. Hill, a preacher? 

Answer. Yes, sir; that happened a great while ago, a long time ago. 

Question. Within the last two years ? 

Answer. I think it was about the first of 1868. 

Question. Was he not whipped by men in disguise ? 

Atmcei\ No, sir ; not at all. 

Question. What was that case ? 

Answer. He was struck in the head, right in the middle of the street, in broad day, 
open day time. 

Question. Was he compelled to leave the county and the State ? 

Ansiver. Not compelled, but he did leave. 

Question. What was the cause of the attack on him ? 

Answer. 1 do riot know; 1 cannot tell you. 

Question. Was he teaching colored school at the time ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Que':<tion. Was there any other cause than that for it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think I know the immediate cause of the difficulty. He had been 
buying some wood from the young man who struck him, young Pettigrew, and he 
would not i)ay him for it; Pettigrew told him if he did not jiay him for it he would 
whip him; and I think he whipped him because he would not pay him for his wood. 

Question. It is your impression that that was the origin of the ditiiculty ? . 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is what I have heard, and I am satisfied that was t he origin of 
it. Some young men were taken up and punished and sent to the Dry Tortugas for a 
riot ; they were pardoned afterwards, however. 

Question. That was during the time the State was under military government ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; they were tried before a military commission. 

Question. I understand you to say, then, that you do not believe there ever was an 
organization of Ku-Klux ? 

Ansivet\ There never w^as in my section of the State that I know of ; 1 do not think 
so. I think that youug men have sometimes committed outrages, but they have grown 
out of immediate circumstances around them ; they did it without any general organ-, 
ization, and with reference to particular offenses and particular excitements ; that is my 
impression. 

Question. How do you account for their riding in disguise and having the same dis- 
guises in different parts of the country ? 

Ansiver. I do not know that they do ; I never saw a disguised man in all my life. 
Question. Never saw any of them ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you not had sufficient information from the public press to state^ 
whether they do rido disguised in the same way in different parts of the country ? 

Answer. I have infoniiatiou from the prints that they rido in disguise in different 
parts of the country ; but I do not know that I have information that they ride in tho 
same disguises. 

Question. Have you any information on that subject so as to express an oiiiniou 
whether they are of the same organization ? 
Ansiver. My opinion is that no such organization exists at all. 
Question. Nowhere? 

Answer. Nowhere in our State, and particularly in our section of tlie State. 
Question. Have you ever lieard their disguises described ? 

Ansiver. I do not think I have ; I have sometinu^s heard of their riding with white 
gowns and sometimes black gowns ; I have heard that as a matter of rumor. 
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Quesfion. Did you hear how the uieu were disguised who rode iuto Eutaw aud mur- 
dered Boyd at the Cleveland House ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I have heard that they had different dis<;uises. Some had hats of 
peculiar shape. As to the particular color of their masks, 1 do not know that I heard 
especially. Some had shorter aud some had longer gowns. 

Qucsifon. Some had high hats on their heads ? 

An(<icer. One of them. 

Qiu'stion. Any horns or such ornaments on their hats ? 

An.su'iT. I think one of them was said to have something like that. 

Question. Any masks on their faces so as to conceal them ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. With loose gowns over their persons f 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That was the way the disguise was descrihed to you ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you seen any descrij)tion similar to that of Ku-Klux in different por- 
tions of the country ? 

Answer. I do not remember that I have seen any i)articular description of Ku-Klux 
disguise at all. 

fjuesfion. Xowhere ? 

Answer. No, sir; 1 have seen the fact stated that nu'u rode around in disguise; hut. 
as to the i)eculiar shape and styh; of their clothing, I do not think 1 have seen any 
descri])tiou ; if so, I do not remember it. 

Question. Have you never asked this man Itcynolds whether he was a member of the 
Ku-Klux organization ? 

Answer. Ko, sir; I never had anything to do with licynolds; I do not know that I 
ever spoke to him half a dozen times in my life. 

Question. Is it the impression there that he was a member of the organization, what- 
ever it may be / 

Answer. 1 do not know whether it is or not. The imjjression is that he is a very'ba<l 
young nuni ; that he is one we want to get rid of. 

Question. Have you never heard that he was a member of the organization ? 
Answer. I do not know that 1 ever did. 

Question. You never had any conversation with any one you suspected of belonging 
to this organization, whate\ er it mny be f . 

Answer. I never had any conversation with any man in my life, that I know of, who 
could give nu^ any inlbrnuttion of tliis organization. 

Question. Did you ever make, the inquiry ? 

Answer. I su])pose, like other citizens, I have iucpiired of ])eople if they knew any 
Ku-Klux ; had ever seen any; I suppose I have made; those general incjuiries like other 
people have. 

Question. Have you never seen one who was charged with belonging to the organiza- 
tion ? ' 
Ansicer. I never have. 

Question. Yon never talked with any one who was charged with belonging to the 
organization ? 

Answer. I never have; I have never seen any man charged with being a member of 
this organization, that 1 know of. There may be men whom 1 have talked to who may 
be charged by some people with belonging to it ; but I do not know of anybody geii- 
erally charged with belonging to the organization. 

Question. Did you ever read any account of the proceedings in an investigation or- 
dered by the governor at Paytona ? 

Ansicer. I have not ; I have heard statements about it, but I have never read it. 1 
think I have a paper at homo which contains the account, but I never took time to 
read it. 

Question. There is in that account the testimony of a witness who j)rofessed to have 
belonged to the organization ? 
• Answer. I believe so. 

Question. Did you ever read that article? 

Answer. Ko, sir; 1 have only heard of that man's testimony". 

Question. Notwithstanding that testimony, you still do not believe the organization 
ever existed in Alabama ? 
Ansicer. No, sir, I do not. 

Question. Arc causes tried in your circuit courts generally to the satisfaction of the 
people ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they are tried as they always have been tried in our courts, undei" 
the same rules and in the same way, so far as I know. There have been some changes 
since the war as to the materials of the courts aud jmies, &c. ; but so far as the aii- 
ministration of the law is concerned, it is conducted in about the same way that \t 
always has been. 
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By Mr. Poland ; 

Question, Where do the relatives of this man Browu live, the man -whom Boyd 
Ivilled some fifteen years ago ? 

Ansivci\ Near Union, Greene County. 
Question. How far from Eutaw ? 
Ansim\ About ten miles. 
Question. In which direction ? 
Answer. North. 

Question. Had he a large circle of relatives— a great many of them ? 
Answer. No, sir; I think not a great many. 

Question. You do not know, from any thing you have ever heard, that Boyd claimed 
to have any evidence against them in connection with the death of Colvin ? 

Answer. No, sir; I do not know of my own knowledge; that was a mere matter of 
general supposition. 

Question. You say that you understood that Boyd claimed and stated, so that it was 
known, that he had some information as to who the parties were who hung Colvin ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, I did. 

Question. Was it generally known who it was that Boyd claimed to have evidence 
against ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I have never known ; it was not generally known ; I suppose it is 
not known except, perhaps, to the oneiie told it to. 

Question. Then there was no general information as to tvhom Boyd had evidence 
against ? 

Answer. No general information ; no, sir. 

Question. He merely let it be known that he had evidence against somebody ? 
Answer. Let it be known to two persons, so I understand. 

Question. You' do not understand that there was any general rumor in the community 
as to whom Boyd had evidence against ? 
Aiisiver. No, sir. 

Question. But your idea is that in consequence of his letting it be known that ho 
claimed to have information against somebody, that it was that which led to his 
death ? 

Answei\ That was generally believed. 

Question. You say the grand jury reported to the court that so far as they could get 
any information about it, the persons who killed Boyd came from another county ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; that was their report. , 
Question. Do you believe that to be true ? 
Answer. At least that they traced them to another county. 

Question. Do you believe that'that band of men who killed Boyd did come from an- 
other county ? 

Ansiver. I have no reason to say that a grand jury, performing their duties, made a 
report of facts that were untrue. 

Question. I am not asking this question with any view to impeach the action of the 
grand jury. But is it your own belief that the men who killed Boyd came from an- 
other county f 

Ansiver. From the information which I have — and all I have is the report of the 
grand jury — I am compelled to accept their conclusion as the true state of the case. 

Question. You say you took some i)ains to inquire into this matter, to ascertain your- 
self what the facts were ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I made some inquiries about it. 

Question. Is it your judgment, from all you could ascertain about it, that the men 
who killed Boyd did come from another county ? 

Answer. I never arrived at any particular result in my individual investigation; but 
looking at the report of the grand jury — they made a very searching examination ; we 
had some of the best and most reliable men in our county upon the grand jury — 1 be- 
lieve, from their statement, that their conclusion is the correct one. 

Question. So that really your own oi)inion is that the men who killed Boyd came from 
another county ? 

Answer. My opinion, based upon the report of the grand jury, is that that was the 
fact; I have no reason to come to any other conclusion. 

Question. What had any body of men up in Pickens County against Boyd ? 
Answer. I have no idea; I do not know. 

Question. Could any body of men in Pickens County, to your knowledge, have had 
any ill-will against Boyd, growing out of this killing of Brown, fifteen years ago, or for 
any other reason ? 

Answer. Not that I know of; they may have had. 

Question. You say you had something to do as counsel with defending the men 
charged with killing Suoddy ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You had occasion to look into the case, to learn something about the death 
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of Colvin. Now, have you any reason to believe tliat any body of men up in Pickens 
County were the men who killed Snockly, or killed Colvin, or had anything to do 
with it % 

Answer. No, sir ; the two negroes I defended killed Snoddy. 

Quesiiou. If it be true that Boyd was killed by a number of men from Picken.s County, 
what does the story about Brown and about Colvin have to do with it ? 

Ansiccr. It has just this to do with it — do you mean with the kilHng of Boyd ? 

Question. If Boyd was killed by a body of men who came from Pickens County, what 
motive could they have hud, growing out of the killing of Brown, a great many years 
ago, or the more recent killing of Colvin 

Answer. No connection in tiie world except the general impression, as I stated, that 
the killing of young Brown, years before, by Boyd, wa« supi)osed by the people, gen- 
erally, to be the main cause that led to the death of ^Ir. Boyd f 

Question. Had Brown any relatives up in Pickens Connty ? 

Answer. I do not know whether he had or not ; I cannot tell. 

Question. You never heard of any ? 

Answer. I never heard that he had or had not; I never heard anything on the sub- 
ject. 

Question. Well, all the relatives you know anything about that he has are in your 
county? 

Answer. Yes, sir; all the relatives he has, that I know, live in Greene County 
Question. In which direction is Pickens County from you ? 
Answer. North. 

Question. How far is it from your town to the line of Pi<'kens County? 
Answer. I sujjpose about fifteen or sixteen miles ; perliai)s more: 1 do not know the 
exact distance. 

Question. Have you ever made any calculation ytmrsclf as to how many persons have 
bec^n killed by violence, by unlawful violence, within the hist three years, in your 
county' f 

Answer. I presume I have h(\ard of ev<'ry death that has occurred there, but I havo 
not kept such an account of them as would enal^le me to give you correctly, perhai)s, 
the, number of deaths that have occurred in that tinie. 

(^^uesfion. Have you such an idea about it that you can state, with any degree of 
dehniteness, how many men have been killed in your county by unlawful violence 
* within the last three years / 

Answer. I will give the names of all that T now renuMuber, if you wish that. Nelson 
Harris was the tirst one that I know of; then Sanuiel 8uod«ly, Henry Miller, Sam 
Colvin, James Car})ent(M% John Cari)enter, GuilAuul Coleman, and 31r. Boyd; those are 
all that I can remember at this time. 

Question. Has anybody ever been punishecj for killing any one of these men ? 

Answer. The person who killed John Caq)entcr has been indicted, and has been tried 
once, but there was a mWtrial; the case is now i)ending. A ])rothcr of ^Mr. Carpenter 
was killed, it was sui)posed, for his money, but his nnird(^rer lias never been found 
out. They were both very clever gentlemen and good men. 

By ^Ir. Blair : 
Question. Who was susposed to have killed Carpenter ? 
Answer. The one killed for his money? 
Question. No, sir ; the other. 

Answer. The other was killed by a man named William T. Eatman. The other Car- 
penter was supposed to have been killed by a colored man, who has left the country — 
the one killed for his money. 

By Mr. Poland : 

Question. Snoddy was supposed to have been killed for his money? 
Answei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. It was understood that his body was rifled of some money that lie liad in 
his possession ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is this man who was indicted for killing one of the Carpenters the only per- 
son who has been indicted for any killing in your county? 

Answer. I was thinking; the two negroes who killed Snoddy were indicted; and 
they are all that I now remeud)er who have been prosecuted for these otfenses. The 
others, however, have not been prosecuted for the rt^ason that they have not been 
found out. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. There was a Mr. Miller, who formerly held the oflice of probate judge in 
your county? 
Answer. Yes. sir. 
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Question. It seems he was obstrncted in taking his office ; do you know anything 
about the circumstances of that case ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir ; I think I know all about it. At the election in February, 18G3, 
Mr. Miller was elected probate judffc, at lea«t he received a majority of the votes cast 
at that election in Greene County for probate judfre. Judge Oliver, the incumbent of 
the probate office, contended that he was the legal occupant of the place, and desired 
to contest the matter legally as to whether Judge Miller or himself was the proper in- 
cumbent of that office. Judge Oliver came to advise with our firm, Morgan and Jolly, 
and wo advised him that while we thought the law would authorize him to hold on to 
the place, yet we were satisfied he would be compelled, to give it up. He contended, 
however, that lie ought not to give it up, and he informed Judge Miller that he would 
not, unless he was put out of his office by legal means. He did not propose any vio- 
lent resistance to Judge ]Miller taking possession of the office, but simply to test the 
matter in the courts, as to who was the proper incumbent of that olhce ; at least that 
was the only advice we gave him, and I presume that was the advice he acted upon. 
A few days after Judge Oliver notified me of that, some Federal troops came down from 
Tuscaloosa, I think it was, or some other locality, and turned Judge Oliver out, and 
installed Judge Miller, giving possession of the place to Judge Miller. No resistance 
was made ; it was done in that way. Judge Oliver held on to the place simply because 
he desired to have the matter legally decided as to whether Judge Miller or himself 
was the proper occupant of the office. 

Question. Miller says that he was told by ^lorgan and Jolly that he never could get 
the office ? 

Ansicer. We never told him any such thing ; at least I did not, and I am satisfied my 
partner did not. 

Question. On the contrary, it was your opinion that he would get it? 

Answer. It was our opinion, and we so informed Judge Oliver, that while his legal 
right was to hold on to flic office, we were satisfied he would be compelled to yield it ; 
that was our advice to him. No resistance whatever was made to Judge Miller taking 
possession of the office ; he could have gone in without troops just as well as with troops, 
and taken possession of the books and papers of the office. 

Question. Speaking of the killing of Carpenter by Eatraan ; what was supposed to be 
the ground of that homicide ? 

Answer. That was a personal difficulty between the parties ; they were both democrats 
and neighbors; it grew out of some sale of corn, some difficulty between them as to the 
quantity of corn. 

Question. There was a man spoken of by Judge Miller, a Mr. Palmer ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I did not name him, for it escaped my memory : he was another 
person killed. There was a young man, a stranger in Eutaw, who had a difficulty with 
some other young man, and threw a brick-bat at him. It missed the young man, and 
' struck Mr Palmer and killed him ; Mr. Palmer was just coming out of the door, and the 
brick-bat struck him in the head and killed him. That was*a personal difficulty; it ^ 
had no reference to politics at all, but was a mere drunken spree or frolic, I supi^ose. 

QneMion. Was that case examined judicially in any way? 

Answe)\ A warrant was issued for the young man, but he fled ; he was never over- 
taken, and never arrested. 

Question. Judge Miller testified to his having been assaulted by some person there ; 
do you know anything of that ? 

Ansiver. I only know from hearsay, for I was not at home on that occasiou. This* 
same man Reynolds assaulted him, it was stated, audi have been informed that it was^ 
on account of some statement that Judge Miller had made about Reynolds to a man by 
the name of Weaver. Reynolds attacked him in consequence of that statement to 
Weaver; it was so stated, and I think Judge Miller himself told me so. 

Question. ^Miller says that he is afraid to go to Eutaw, on account of that assault and 
of threats that have been made against him ; do you know of the fact of his having 
been there recently ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; he has been there once or twice during the present year. Ho is in^ 
business in Mobile, and occasionally goes up there on business. Judge Miller expresses 
himself very freely on auy subject whenever he comes there. I have never seen him 
manifest any alarm, or excitement, or fright, when he has come there, and that is the 
only time I know of that he has been attacked in the town. I know of no reason why 
ho should be alarmed, and I am satisfied from his conduct that he is not afraid to give 
free expression to his sentiments there. 

Question. You say he expresses himself freely ; docs he do so oflV'usively ? 

Answer. He is a very extreme partisan, and expresses himself excitedly, and to some 
peoi^le his manner is ofi'eusive, though it has never been offensive to me; it is more 
excited than offensive to me. 

Question. Smith, who was the circuit clerk there, testified before the committee, and 
eaid, among other things, that at the riot which has been described here as the riot at 
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Eutaw, he saw you in the crowd, aud lieavd you exclaim, Go in, boys — now is your 
time ! " That is, about the time the tightiii<^ coumienced. 

Anmrr. That is false, sir, and he knew it to be false when he stated it. He knows 
better than any man in the worhl that I never said so. He was close to me, and ho 
knows my eftbrt was to stop any diflienlty ; aud he knows that I aide<l greatly in 
stopping;- that whole difliculty. He knew when he stated that that I never made that 
declaration ; he knows it. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Quesiwu, It is but fair to state that Smith says he did not see you, but heard a voice 
which lie was satisfied was yonr voice. 

Anawer. He saw me, and he ou^ht to have heard eve^rytliinsi; I said; he knows from 
^eein^^ me and hearing me; he know^s that I did not say it ; he knows that I <lid not 
!jay it. 

By Mr. Blah; : 

(^)uc>^Uon. But on the contrary, he knows that you tried to stop the ditliculty ? 
Jnsiver. Yes, sir; and that so far as that portion of the ditiiculty is concerntul, I did 
sto]) it on the ])art of tlie wliitt^ j>eopIe. 

Qncstion. He also states that no persons have ever been convicted in Greene County 

for Wllip])!!!}.^^ iSiC. 

Jnm-cr. Tliat is untrue. 

Question, Do you know of persons who have been convicted there ? 

^Insu'tr. Yes, sir; I know of a number of instanet'S in the <'ourts of that county of 
persons I have myself got convicted — persons who have been (•(invict<Ml and lined 
for assaults and batteries, and whi[)pings of negroi'S. 1 have two cases pending there 
for lynching. I do not remenjber tlie exact character of the cases. A nnndxu' of 
parties liavci been convicted in the criminal c(mrt tliere for whippings and s<;ourgings; 
I have defended some of them myself, and some of them I have prosecuted; tln'y have 
been (convicted, lined, aud punislicd. 

(Jue>iiwn. He stated that the sheriff made no cObrt to arrest the parties who killed 
Boyd ; how is that ? 

Auswrr. The shcrilf made no effort that night, for the reason that it was so late at night 
that i)ersons were all olf at their (lilferent liomes, and h(^ could not get Together a posse in 
time to make the arrest. He was alone when he went to the hot<'l, and of course lie(;ould 
not undertake to arrest them. And before he could have assembled a posse tlie men 
would have been goiu', for th(\v were ther(^ l)ut a lew minutes after the killing. Ho 
made no effort to arrest them without a i)oss(% for it would have been folly to do so ; and 
he had not time at that hour of the night to summon a posse; at least that is what 
th(^ sheriff himself stated to me. He is a prompt and good officer, and discliargtvs his 
duties faithfully. He said that from the fact that tliey left immediately, and i>ersons 
were all at home and in their beds aud asleep, he did not summon a posse and did not 
mak(^ any arrests. 

Question. Could they have been arrested if it had been possible to have aroused the 
peofde in tim(> ? 

Ansictr. Yes. sir; if it had been in the day-tim<' they would have been arrested. 
Question. The peox^le discountenance these outrages 
Ansu'iT. YVs. 

Question. How is it in regard to the jurors in yonr county ; are the colored men will- 
ing to serve on juries and do they serve- on juries f 

Ansiccr. Yes, sir; they serve willingly, so far as I know; I nev(«r have heard (jf any 
unwillingness on their part; indeed there is rather an anxiety and desire on their part 
to serve. 

Question. And do they serve ? 

^insiccr. Y(\s, sir. 

Question. Are all your juries mixtMl juries ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ;'^ that' is generally the ease; a pretty fair prt)portion of white and 
black. 

Question. Dfd you ever hear of ajiy colored num summoned to serve on a jury who 
refused to serve on account of intimidation or threats 

Answer. Ko, sir; no such excuse was ever made in the county in any court. I have 
been present at all tli<3 ccmrts, and I hav(^ seen them serve; I have known them to be 
absent a few times, just as other jurors are, and in those cases forfeitures were taken. 
But as to rendering any excuse oi" that sort, no such excuse was ever made. 

Question. Smith, the clerk, has resigned his office? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qne.stion. He alleges that lu^ did it (»n account of his being threatened and alarmed 
Do you know anything in regard to tluit ? 

Answer. No. sir; I never heard of Mr. Smith being threatened; I do not thiidc I 
ever did. At all events he staid there a great while in perfect safely, aud no effort 
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was ever made to hurt him. I liave always had my doubts about his ever being threat- 
ened at all. I have never seen a man who did threaten him, and I never heard a man's 
name mentioned who threatened liim at all. I do not believe lie ever was threatened. 
Question. What was the reason of his rcsif(niug, do you know ? 

An8im\ In my jud<rment the reason for his resigning his office a great deal 

was said at tho timo he went to Mobile and made a statement similar to that which 
you have given here in regard to him. There was a very general expression on the 
part of our i)eople of discontent at that testimony, for they knew it was not true, 
those that were there; and their feelings towards him were not pleasant or kind at all. 
He was informed of that fact, and that it was in consequence of telling that which he 
knew to be untrue, which everybody in the town knew to be uutrue. That fact was 
communicated to him, and he never came back. That was supposed to be the reason 
why he left, on account of the general obnoxionsuess he was held in on the part of our 
people, in consequence of his perjuring himself. 

Question. It appears that at the last election in your State the vote was increased. 
Do you know what was the cause of the general increase of the Vote at the last elec- 
tion? 

Jvstver. In my county we made very great efforts to achieve success for the demo- 
cratic party. The negroes had become tired of their former leaders, expressed them- 
selves so, quit them and openly voted for the democratic party, and desired to do so. 
Mr. Hays has been the leader of the negroes in that county, indeed in the district, ever 
since the war. He was before the w^ar and during the war a very cruel master; and 
they disliked him for that, in the first place. Since the war he had hired numbers of 
them and has generally given them a promise to pay, and has never paid them any- 
thing. They were tired of him for that. And they got tired of their leaders generally 
because they were of that character and class of men which even negroes do not like 
to associate' with ; and they quitted tliat party and associated themselves with re- 
spectable people, and voted the democratic ticket. 

Question. Is that the cause of Hays's unpopularity with the colored population ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; his false promises to them — his promise to pay them for their ser- 
vices and not doing -it ; that, in connection with his former cruelty to his slaves, which 
was well known and well understood by all the colored people. 

Question. What is the comparative condition of the country before and since the Inst 
election ? Give the difference, if there is any, in the relations of kindness and friend- 
ship that exist between the two races now. 

An8we7\ The condition of the country is much better than before the election. The 
negroes are much more contented and happy; and the relations between the two races 
never were better in the world before. The utmost kindness and good-feeling exist on 
the part of both races toward each other. Indeed, the condition is very greatly im- 
proved in every respect. 

Question. There has been testimony given before the committee to the effect that rad- 
icals, or republicans, cannot express their opinion safely in that county. What is the 
fact in regard to that matter ? 

Answer. 1 am satisfied they can ; I think that is all a mistake. A trouble or two has 
occurred there, but it has grown out of excitement produced on the occasion by some 
man who was very obnoxious. But people have gone there and made speeches; repub- 
licans have made speeches there whenever they sa^^1fit. John C. Keffer has made 
speeches there; and he is one of the most offensive men in the republican party in the 
State to our people ; I think he made two speeches. Mr. Warner has made speeches there ; 
Governor Parsons has made speeches there ; numbers of republicans have made speeches 
there, and never have been interfered with. Mr. Hays, though, is not liked by our 
people at all. While I think he can go there to-day and make a speech without inter- 
ruption, he is disliked to such an extent by all of us, by all of the people there, that 
wo would rather he would not speak there. But, in my judgment, he or any other 
republican, or any man, can go there to-day and express his sentiments freely. 

Question. It was stated that Hays declined to go to Jlobile as a witness on account 
of threats. Do you know anything as to his real motive in not going ? 

Answer. I know the reasons he gave to me in a letter which I now have. He stated 
that the reason he did not go was that he did not desire any prosecution to be carried 
on against those gentlemen; he thought it was wrong, and he did not desire to appear 
as a witness against them, and would not ; that he n<?ver intended to go there, because 
his judgment was that they ought not to be jirosecuted. Ho wrote mv that in a letter 
a.s the reason why he did not go. And since he came home from Washington, and 
since the court met in Mobile, he has told other parties that that was the reason— that 
he did not see any good to come of that prosecution, and never intended to aid in it. 

Mr. Stkvenson. That was the general view which Mr. Hays expressed here. 

Mr. Blaiu. Smith said that Hays did not go because he had been threatened. 

The WriNESS. Mr. Hays is at lioine now ; he is not in any fear. 

By ^Ir. Blair : 
Question. Is ^Ir. Cockrell at homo ? 
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Ansiper, Yes, sir. 

Question. Was he severely injured ? I 
Answer. I think he was confined to his room for a day or two. 

(J nest ion. Was anybody engaged in the attack upon him except the two i)ersons you 
have named ? 

A)ts)cer. No, sir; not that I have heard of. 
Questiou. Both of them have left ? 

Atisu'cr. One lives iu Perry County ; I do not know what has hecome of him. Rey- 
Jiolds, Avho has been temporarily living in our county, has left the State. He was in- 
dicted for that, aud iu this other case besides ; and, very much to the gratification of 
us all, he left. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Qnestion. Do you know any person in your region of country who has been killed or 
whipped because of his political oi)inions, or the expression of them ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; I do not think that any man has ever been killed iu Greene County 
for tlie expression of his political sentiments. 

By Mr. Blaiii : 
Question. Or whipped f 

Answer. Or whijiped for his political sentiments. 
By Mr. Beck: 

Question. In your opinion, can any man who behaves himself reasonably well express 
any political seutinunits he may entertain anywhere without molestation? 
Answer. I have no doubt of it iu tlu^ world. 

Question. Why did you locate your meeting at the particular i)oint in the court-house 
yard on the day the republican meeting was also held at Eutaw^, if you did not waut 
the two meetings held together ? Was your meeting organized first ? 

Anf*H'er. Yes, sir; about a half or perhaps three-quarters of an hour fu"st. 

Question. Was there any necessity for the other gentlemen tohav(^ located their meet- 
ing so close to you. or were there any other places in the town where they could have 
held it e(iually well i 

Answer. There were ph^nty of other jilaces, and we had been informed that their 
meeting would be held al)out a quarter of a mile distant from the court-house, at the 
dei)ot. 

By ^Ir. Stevenson : 
Question. Who told you so ? 

Answer. It was rumor, not ^lositive information. 
By Mr. Beck : 

Question. Was their meeting organized with full information of where your meeting 
was going on ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When you organized your meeting, did you know where they were going to 
hold theirs ^ " 
Answer. No, sir; I did not. 

Question. The question of proximity of the two meetings depended upon their action, 
not upon yours ? 
Answer. Entirely upon theirs. 

By Mr. Coburn : 
Question. Which party first gave notice of their meeting ? 

Answer. ^ly understanding is that the republican party first put up their posters and 
gave the nt)tice in the paper of thinr meeting. 

Question. Where were public meetings generally held in that town ? 
Answer. There about the coui*t-house and iu the court-house square. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. Was the report of the grand jury, in regard to the* men who killed 
Boyd, that they lived in Pickens County, or that they went in that direction 1 

xinswer. I stated awhile ago that the grand jury reported that they were traced to 
that county ; they did not state whether they lived there or not. 

Qnestion. They did not undertake to say where they lived ^ 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. They said they were traced to that county? 
Answer. Yes. sir. 

Qnestion. I would ask you your judgment, from your experience of men, whether, if 
a body of men who lived in Union had disguised themselves for the purpose of con- 
cealment — had endeavored to take the necessary stejis to continue that concealment — is 
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it likely they would have ridden directly to their own doors, from the place of a mur- 
der committed by them? Is that the way men would ordinarily act? 
Answer. It does not look reasonable. 

By ^Ir. Stevknsox : 
Question. Is it likely that they would ride toward their own doors ? 
Answer. I do not think they would. 

Question. Well, would they not, in order to get to Pickens County, 
ward their own doors ? 

Answer. In going to Pickens County, the direct road is through the 
■where the friends of these parties lived. 

By Mr. Beck ; 

Question. They could go that road on their horses and get to Pickens County? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Whoever they were, they were traced past the town of Union to the line of 
the county of Pickens ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; across the bridge into Pickens County. 

Question. Was it reported to you that Mr. Boyd, in naming the men to the one or two 
friends to whom he had spoken of the matter, had implicated some of the connections 
of Brown ? 

Ansivei'. That has been a matter of rumor — that part of it. 
Question. Has that been reported to you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; and the general impression of the community has been uniform 
that ho was killed for that reason. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Can you give us the names of those friends of Brown, so reported to have 
been implicated by Boyd ? 

Anmver. I have said that I do not know j it was merely stated that he had given the 
names of the parties to one or two friends ; no names Avere ever given to me. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. But at the same time that the names were given to you it was also told to 
you that the persons whose names he had given to those friends of his were relatives of 
Brown ? 

Answei'. That was supposed, more than stated ; I do not know that it was ever stated 
positively, but it was supposed that they were the names given. Whether the intima- 
tions were given out by the persons whom he told or others, I do not know ; I suppose 
they were. And upon that intimation, from whatever source it came, the general im- 
pression of the community was that that was what led to his death. 

Question^ Was there a very bad state of feeling existing on the part of the relatives 
of Brown against Boyd after he returned ? 

Answer, Yes, sir, always^ after the death of young Brown, up to the day of Boyd's 
death. 

Question. Did any one suppose that Boyd's politics caused his death, either directly 
or indirectly ? 

Answer. No, sir, no one. Boyd was not a noisy man, and never made public speeches ; 
never expressed himself very often. His political opinions were very little canvassed, 
very little thought of. Wo are all satisfied that they had nothing to do with his 
death. There were men there much more obnoxious than he, who have lived through 
it all. Judge Miller bad expressed himself very loudly and very often there, up to the 
time of Mr. Boyd's death. Mr. Hays has also expressed himseli" very freely. Mr. Mc- 
intosh, the State senator, has expressed himself very freely ; and the representative to 
the legislature has expressed himself very freely. They have all lived through it — not 
been hurt. Mr. Boyd was much less noisy in his polities than any of those men, yet 
ho was killed. And from these facts we are all perfectly satisfied that politics did not 
enter into his killing at all. 

Question. You have stated to General Blair that the unpopularity of Mr. Hays had 
much to do with the falling off of tho negro vote. 

Answer. A great deal. 

Question. I desire to ask this further question : whether or not promises had been 
made to negroes of lands and mules and other things, if they would vote the republi- 
can ticket, and if they have not also been told that they would be i)ut back into slavery 
if they voted the other ticket; and wheth<*r the failure to keep those promises to them 
had not much to do with their distrust of the republican party in the last election ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; those statements were made, and in my judgment that has had a 
great deal to do with tho fact of their abandoning that party and uniting with tho 
democratic party. The argument that thej^ would be put back into slavery if they 
did not vote for the republican party, was pretty generally and extensively used down 
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there ; that was the stroug point of republican speakers and wire-pullers ; and the 
negroes for a long time were persuaded that it was true ; they thought it was true. In- 
deed, I myself had a servant to wliom I frequently talked, and in v/hom I had gr^at 
faivh ; he stated to me that the reason why he and a number of others did not vote 
with our people there was, tliat they were assured that they would bo killed if they 
did, aud that their wives and children would be put back again into slavery ; and ho 
said that whenever they could be convinced that that was not true, they would unite 
with and support the white people. And the most intelligent colored people in the 
county have done so. 

Question, They have also had promised property to them if they voted the other 
side ? 

Answer, O, yes; it was generally understood that they would get forty acres and 
a mule. 

Question, That was their general understanding ? 

Answer. Yes, sir : Imt there never has been any mule, or land either, given into their 
hands. 

Question. Aud yon think the failure to get what was promised them has had a great 
deal to do with it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, a great deal to do with it; they have lost faith in the promises of 
their former leaders. 

Question. Do you know whether, in your part of Alabama, negroes who have pro- 
posed to vote the democratic ticket have been threatened or maltreated by negroes 
and others belonging to loyal leagues, because they oii'ered to do so ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; it is a matter of vcrj frequent, everv-day occurrence in that dis- 
trict. 

Question, lias it been safe for a negro to avow a disposition to vote the democratic 
ticket among a crowd t)f his own color f 

^Inswer. Tliey have always thought it very unsafe to do so, and some of them have 
be<m whipp(Hl for votiug the democratic ticket. 

Que.'^tion. lias there been as nuich intimidation ])ractieed upon any other class of 
men as has ])een practiced upon democratic lu^groes by republican negroes ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Tluit has been the greatest intimidation exercised in your State, upon the 
^negroes who desired to vote with the democratic ]nirty i 

Answer. That has been the intimidation ; that is what it was aimed at in a great 
measure. 

By Mr. Blaik : 

Question. Do you know of any organization for that purpose ? 

A)iswer. It has generally been operated through the Unit)n leagues, so it is supposed. 
I do not know anything about the Union League, excei)t that it is supposed that such 
organizations have existed, and that the negro people had been very severely discip- 
lined and controlled by that means. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Has it been understood that they have been sworn in those associations? 
Answer. They all say they have been sworn ; the negroes all say so. 

By ]Mr. Bi:cK : 

Question. You have given your opinion in regard to the action of men in disguise; I 
want to ask you this question : whether or not men who have committed outrages in 
disguise have adopted the disguise as an additional means of preventing their per- 
sonal detection for the particular crime, and not as part of any organization systemat- 
ically carried on between them and others not connected with the particular crime? 

Answer. That has always been my belief, my view of it; that they disguised them- 
selves to prevent detection in the commission of the immediate offense, without any 
relation or connection with any general organization. Indeed, I will again stat(% as I 
have stated heretofore, that I am well accpiainted throughout that district ; there are 
few peoj^le there but what I know ; aud I am perfectly satisfied that no such organiza- 
tion exists in the county, or in the district. 

Question. Do you or not believe the fact that disguised persons in other parts of the 
♦State, or in other States, have escaped detection because of their disguise, has per- 
haps induced men who had private grudges of their own to assume those disguises for 
the individual act ; instead of having any organization, they have assumed the dis- 
guises because of the additional security they had found it had given in other cases ?^ 

AnsK-er, Very likely, the precedent having been set, that has been the cause of their 
assuming that sort of disguise. 

Question. Without any sort of connection with the others fi'om whom they perhaps 
l)oirowed that form of disguise ? 

Answer. I think so. 
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Question. That is, you think, the extent to which Ku-Kluxism, or whatever name it 
is known by, has prevailed in Alabama ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; that is the extent of any organization of that description I know of. 

Question, What is the general state of feeling among the law-abiding men of your 
community in regard to the outrages committed in that way? 

Answer. They are very much opposed to it ; very much opposed to it indeed ; all of 
our best people — and we have but very few of a lawless disposition or character — all are 
opposed to violations of law, or lawlessness of any description. 

Question. Do you believe that to-day they would aid the courts and th^ juries in 
pnnishiDg any person who in disguise committed an outrage upon any man, white or 
black ? 

Answe7\ Unquestionably, yes, sir. 

Question. It is only those who are so disguised, and bo manage as to be protected, 
either by their disguise or cover of the night, who evade the law ; if a man was brought 
up for that, he would certainly be punished ? 

Answer. That is all. 

Question. And, as I understand you to say, that feeling is strengthening all the 
time? 

Atmver. Yes, sir; the feeling against lawlessness and violence of every description is 
universally entertained by all our people. The universal desire is to see the laws 
enforced, and to do all in their power to assist in preventing lawlessness and violence. 

Question. Do you believe that any interference by the Federal Goveniment, through 
its military authorities, would aid in any way in the preservation or protection of life, 
liberty, and property in the State of Alabama; or can it be better managed through 
your own State authorities and civil tribunals ? 

Answer. I do not think the United States troops are needed at all. I am satisfied 
that we have the ability to enforce the law and protect life, and liberty, and property 
in our own courts and imder our own laws. 

Question. And the disposition to do so ? 

Answer. Yes, su\ 

By Mr. Stevensox : 
QucMion. If you have both the ability and disposition, why do you not do it ? ' 
Answer. I think we do. 

By INlr. Vax Truimp : 

Question. 1 think we have some testimony upon a point in regard to which you have 
not very distiuctly stated your information to us — in regard to the relative numbers of 
the two political meetings held in Eutaw in October last. 

Answer. I 8upi)ose that the democratic party numbered from two to three hundred 
persons; at the republican meeting there were from one thousand to twelve hundred ; 
1 suppose that would be abont a proper estimate. 

Question. Were the democrats pretty generally aware, or did not some of them at 
least know, that the republican committee had called into their counsel General Craw- 
ford, of the Federal army, in command of the troops stationed there that day ? 

Answer. We did not know it until we saw General Crawford there that morning ; 
we did not know he was expected there at all. 

Question. You knew there was a military force there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How near there f 

Answer. About a q^uarter of a mile from the court-house. 

Question. Did you know that, during the progres^i of the meetings, a squad of troops 
were detached from the main force, and stationed near the town ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir ; I think they were brought down toward the court-house, about 
half way from the quarters they occupied. 

Question. So far as you could observe, did the negroes seem to be quite as well armed 
as the whites ? 

Ansicei'. Yes, sir ; they were armed ; I saw numbers of them with pistols, and I saw 
them shoot frequently. 

Question. What is your opinion in regard to an investigation like this into the social 
and political condition of so wide-spread a i)eople as the Southern people, and the dith- 
culty we have hero of knowing any of the facts, as well as the expense of getting the 
witnesses here ; what is your opinion as to the best mode of investigating tliis matter, 
whether here in this room, or by committees sent South to the dilierent localities ? 

Answer. I think a committee sent South, right to the spot where the distnrbance is 
said to have happened, is the best way to get at the truth of the case. 

Question. The Southern people are perfectly willing that a full investigation should 
be had there ? 

Answer. They are not only willing, but anxious. 
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By Mr. Ste^ exson : 

Question. Do yon think vre conld ascertaiu who killed Boyd, if we went to Entaw ? 

Anmver. I do not know whether you could or not ; I think it Yory doubtful. A 
thorouoli iuveHti^atiou of the matter has been made by the grand jury, who I appre- 
hend discharged their duty. 

QutHtio)}. Do you suppose we could ascertain w^ho killed the old negro man ? 

Answt^r. I do not know; you might do so: investigations frequently develop facts, 

Question. Has there been no investigation of that case? 

Answer. There ^Yas a coroner's inquest held there, 1 think; that is about all tlio 
investigation I know of. 

Question. Was the matter investigated before the grand jury ? 

Answer. The matter was investigated by the grand jury, but no result was reached 
at all ; the grand jury summoned a number of witnesses, not only in that case, but in 
others. 

Question. They have never ascertained who murdered the old colored man ? 
Answer. There has been no result yet, as we understand. 

Question. You say that Governor Parsons and General Warner spoke in Eutaw* ? 
Answer. When ; on the 25th of October f 
Question. Yes. 

Answer. Tliey spoke there then. 

Question. That did not result in very great harmony, did it ? 
^Insiver. Their speeches ? 
Question. The meeting. 

Answer. It resulted j\ist as has been described ; it did not end pleasantly. 
Question. You spoke of one other gentlenum who made speeches there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir: Mr. K(^ifer. 
Question. Wlien was that ? 
Answer. In ISOrt. 

Question. Was it in the day-time or at night? 
Answer. It was in the day-time. 

Question. Was it at a county meeting or a local meeting ? 

Answer. A general meeting, and 1 suni)ose that the negroes numbered about the same 
that they did at the met'ting in October. 
Question. At what time in l^iW ? 
Answer. I do not remember the exact time. 
Question. Ar which election? 
Auf<wer. I think the jiresidential election. 

Question. Are you sure it was tlie presidential election, and not the constitutional 
election .- 

Answer. rerhai)s it was the election on the constitution ; Twill not be positive about 
that. 

Question. Those are the only republican speakers you now remember who have spoken 
in Eutaw ? 

Answer. Local speakers have spoken there; Cockrell and Brown have spoken there 
frequently ; they live in town. 

Question. At neighborhood meetings ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. I refer to general county meetings. 
Answer. Tliey have frequently spoken in the county. 
Question. When ? 

Answer. During 1H68, 1861), and 1870. 

Question. Do you mean to say that the republicans held any other general uieetings 
in Eutaw in 1^70 except the one vrhere the riot occurred? 

Answer. 1 do not pretend to say so ; I say that at general meetings during those years 
they have made sjx^eches throughout the county. 1 think that was the only public 
meeting at Eutaw held by them during that year!^ 

Que.sdon. Eutaw is the place for general county meetings ? 

Answer. They have had general county meetings at Ilays's Mound, down near where 
Hays lives. It is there that they nominated their caiulidates for the h'<risl:iture and the 
various offices in the county. They have had just as general meetings there as at 
Eutaw. 

Question. They do not take their conventions and county meetings away from EutaW; 
do they ? 

Answer. They have held them there and at Hays's Mound, too ; they have held meet- 
ings and conferences at both places. 

Question. In regard to the promise of land and mules to the negroes ; what repub- 
lican leader ever made such promises ? 

Answer. I never heard one make it in ray life. 

Question. What knowledge have you that such promises ever were made ? 
Answer. General rumor and the statements of negroes. 
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Question. Made to yon ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I have heard some of them say so. 
Question. Has it uot come rather through democratic chjinnels as a joke ? 
Answer. I have heard it from negroes and through democratic channels; I have no 
question that it was a promise made. 
Question. I want to get your information. 

Answer. It has been through negroes; that is the information I rely upon. I have 
seen it stated in the democratic papers. 
Question. As a matter of joke and taunt ? 

Answer. Kot so much a joke in our section as you might suppose. 
Question. What is it ? ^ 
Answer. A very serious matter. 

Question. A matter of abuse toward the republicans? . 

Answer. It lias been a very great iustrnment in their canvasses throughout the State; 
the promise of land and mules, and also their assertion that the democratic party 
would put them back into slavery, and that they would be killed if they did not vote 
the republican ticket; all these things were used with powerful effect. 

By Mt. Poland : 
Question. AVhen did they first begin to hold out these promises ? 

Atiswer. Particularly in the presidential campaign, and generally in State elections 
since that time, and before that, too, I think, in the constitutional election. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question., Did you ever hear any republican speaker hold out any such inducements 
• make any such promise? 
Answer. I never did in my life. 

Question, Did you ever hear that any leading republican had done so ? 
Answe)\ Yes, sir ; I have heard negroes say that republicans had told them so 
Question. That who had told them so ? 
Answer. That Major Hays told them so. 
Question. What negro ? 

Ansivo'. A negro by the name of Jack Jolly, who belonged to me, said so. 
Question. What did he say ? 

Answer. Just that; that he was afraid to vote our ticket, for the reason that he had 
been told he would be killed if he did, and that his wife and children would be put 
back into slavery. 

Question, What did he say about the promises ? 

Ansu'er. That he would have forty acres of land and a mule. 

Question. Did he say that Hays had made such a promise ? 

Answer. I have no doubt of it. 

Question. When did he say so ? 

Ansiver. Who? 

Question. Your negro. 

Answer. During the presidential canvass, inside my own room. 
Question. Were you laboring with him to get him to vote the democratic ticket ! 
Ansiver. I was talking with him upon the subject, as I suppose every American citizen 
has a right to do. 

Question. Undoubtedly. These are the reasons he gave for not acceding to your 
wishes ? 
Ansicer. These are the reasons. 

Question. You say you do not believe the Ku-Klux have ever existed in Alabama ? 
Ansicer. 1 do not. 

Question. Did you ever hear of their appearance at Huntsville, Alabama ? 
Answer. I do not remember that I ever did. 

Question, Did you not hear of their grand parade there in the fall of 1868, about the 
time of the presidential election ? 
Anstcer. I do not remember ; I may have heard it ; if I did, I do not remember. 
Question. You have no recollection of having heard it ? 
Anstver. I have not. 

Question. Did you hear of their hanging some negroes in Tuscumbia on a bridge 
there ? 

Answer. I have heard that negroes were hung in Tuscumbia. 
Question, By a band of disguised men ? 

Answer. I think I heard that they were hung by disguised men. 

Question. Where is Tuscumbia? 

Answer. In the northern part of the St<ato ? 

Question. In the northwestern part of the State, near the Mississippi and Tennessee 
line ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 
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Question. Have you hoard of the investigation in Calhoun County, in which it was 
shown that Ku-Klux operations had prevailed for several years prior to 1870; and in 
portions of that year, in Calhoun and Cherokee Counties ? 

Anf^ivcr. The investigation at the town of Paytona? 

Qttcstion. Yes. 

^insic€?\ I have heard of that investigation. 

QueM'wn. Did you hear that that fact appeared in the investigation ? 
Ansivir. I heard that there was a statement by a i^erson who said that he belonged 
to that organization. 

Quc-stw)!. Did you not hear that it was proven that these Ku-Klux operations in that 
region extended over that time ? 

Jnsim\ I heard that this witness stated that he had belonged to the organi;5ation, 
and that it had existed during those y(^ars. 

Quffiilon, Did von not hear that other witnesses were examined and ijroved the same 
liiet ? 

^tuHU'cr. Xo, sir ; I heard that this one witness did. 

Qncstion. This one witness swore that he belonged to the organization. Did not other 
witnesses testily to the existence of the organization ? 
J})f<irer. I have never read the proceedings in the case. 

Question. Were you not satisfied in your own mind, from the information you got 
from that investigation, that there had been Ku-Klux operations in that region f 

^insu'er. I drew the inference from that examination that bands of disguised men 
had committed ofienses. 

Question. In the form of Ku-Klux? 

Answer. I do not know in what form ; disguised men. I do not know what the form 
of Ku-Khix is; I am satisfied that disguised men have committed olfenses there. 
Question. Operating somewhat in the nuuUKn' of Ku-Klux ? 

Auswer. They ojx'rated with disguises, so far as I know from that investigation. 

Question. Was it not your opinion that that is the way Ku-Klux operated / 

Answer. That is the statenu?nt made by the i>ai)ers. And persons who commit of- 
fenses at night in disguise are generally called Ku-Klnx. 

Question. You do not believe there are any such thing as Ku-Klux anywhere, or have 
been such at any time ? 

Answer. I have stated tliat I do not know of any such organization in our section of 
country, and I do not believe th<*re is. 

Question. Or anywhere el^e ? 

Answer. 1 do not know ; I state that. 

Question. What is your opinion ? 

Answer. I have no opinion on that subject. 

Question. You could not form an opinion as to whether Ku-Klux have existed in any 
State ? 

Answer. I am satisfied from what I have seen in the papers, and from rumors which 
I have heard, that bands of disguised men have committed otJenses in various parts of 
the country. 

Question. I am speaking of the organization of the Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. I say 1 know nothing of tlte organization of the Ku-Klux in my section or 
anywhere else. 

Question. My question is, whether it is or is not your opinion that there is anywhere, 
or has been anywhere, since the war, in any of the Southern States, any such organi 
zation as the Ku-Klux as an organization f 

Answer. I have no information that woujd enable me to give a correct opinion upon 
the subject, so far as the Southern States generally are concerned. Only from news- 
l>aper reports would I know anything. 

Quistion. Is there any association "of planters in your county, or in any adjoining 
county that you know of f 

Answer. There is an agricultural association in our county. 

Question. In what form f 

Answer. In the ordinary form of agricultural associations : it has its president, its 
vice presidents, secretaries, committees, fair ground, tSiC. 
Question. Is there any other association of planters ? 
Ansicer. Xone that I know of ; I think not. 

Question. Have you ever heard of any other association of planters ? 
Answer. I do not know of any at all in my county. 

Question. Have you heard of any association or elfort on the part of planters to reg- 
ulate labor ? 

Answer. To regulate labor ? 
Question. Yes. 

Answer. Xo, sir ; I have not ; none at all. 

Question. Or to regulate in any way, or to affect in any way^ the relations between 
the colored tenantry and the owners of land ? 
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Answer, It has by common consent among our planters been desired and acted upon 
that they should have uniform rates of wages for laborers, for it is greatly desired, 
when a person employs hands by the year, that his neighbors shall not induce them 
to leave his service during that time ; and I think our people have generally conformed 
to that. 

Question. How tiid they reach that rule ? 

Anstver, By common consent ; I do not know that I have heard of a meeting for the 
purpose. 

Question, You have never heard of any meeting for that purpose ? 
Answer, I think none has ever been held for that purpose; I have never heard of 
any. 

Question, What is the form of the democratic organization in the county ? 

Ansicer. We have what we call a democratic council for the county, and then beat 
clubs iu the various precincts. The democratic council is supposed to be the head of 
the democratic party in the county, the regular democratic organization that exists 
throughout the country. 

Question, You have a council, as you call it, for the county ? 

Answer, Democratic council ; yes, sir. 

Question. Then there are sub-councils for«the different beats ? 

Answer, Wo call them beat clubs. 

Question. When was this organization formed ? 

Answer. It has always been our form in Greene County ever since the war, and be- 
fore the war, I think. We have a democratic executive committee or council, a presi- 
dent of the council, who receives public documents and distributes them in various 
parts of the county, for the purpose of influencing elections, as all political parties do. 
It has existed there ever since I have taken any notice of politics. 

Question, How long is that ? What is your age ? 

Answer. I am thirty-three years old. 

Question, Were you there during the war ? 

Answer. I had my home there ; my family was there ; I was in the army myself. 
Question. Were you in the rebel army ? 
Answer, I was in the confederate .army. 
Question, As colonel ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Were you never in politics before the war ? 
Anstcei; Very little. 

Question, When was your first knowledge of this organization of the party ? 
Answei\ Especially during the presidential campaign. 
Question. The last presidential campaign ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir, or the election for the constitution ; we were organized then not to 
vote at all, and we did not vote. But in the presidential election we organized in this 
way, and our people voted. 

Question. You organized in the presidential election fully throughout the county, • 
and had these clubs all over the county ? 

.Anstver, Yes, sir. 

Question. Is it not possible, barely possible, of course, that these Ku-Klux operations 
may have been committed by these clubs, iby bad boys or bad young men who were 
using your elub organization for that purpose? 

Answer. I think that is a stigma upon the organization and the democratic party in, 
our section of the country ; I do not think they did it. There may be bad men in the' 
organization. 

Question. Nobody is attributing it to theni ; I asked if it is not barely possible ? 

Ansiver. I suppose it is barely within the range of possibility that some men claim* 
ing to be a democratic club may have committed these offenses. 

Question. May they tiot have associated themselves together in clubs and committed 
these offenses ? 

Answer. No, sir ; it never was done. ^ 
Question. .Not to your knowledge ? 

Ansiver. It never was done at all. I have a pretty good knowledge of the operations 
of the deraocmtic clubs in my county, and they never did any sueli thing. 
Question. These things are done by somebody there? 
Ansiver, What things ? 

Question, These operations by bands in disguise. 

Ansiver. 1 suppose when these acts are committed they, are committed by somebody; 
but I am satisfied that they never have been committed by any organization of the 
democratic party. 

Question. You think they have not grown out of it in any way ? 

Ansiver. I think not ; I am satisfied of it. The democratic party, through these clubs, 
have exerted themselves very hard to overthrow the republican party, aud I am very 
glad to say to you that iu my State we have succeeded in doing so. 
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Question. You have been exceedingly successful in Greene County ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; we have been quite successful there. 

Question. lu 1868 the republicans of Greene County had a majority of about 2,000 
over you ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Aud last year you carried the county ? 

Answer. Yes^ sir. I want to state, in that connection, in regard to threats and intim- 
idations, or anything of that description, if tbat is the intimation 

Question. I have not stated that at all. 

Answer. The Federal troops were there ; they were stationed at the boxes of that 
county, within full view of the polls, with their accouterments on and their arms 
stacked. The day passed olf like a Sunday; there was no disturbance, no elfort to ])r6- 
vent any one from voting, aud voting went on quietly in full view of the Federal 
troops. 

Question. When was that ? 

Answer. On the day of the election. 

Question. What ^ood does it do a man to be protected on the day of election, if he 
may be shot the night after the election by bands in disguise f 
Answer. It would not do him a great deal of good. 

By m. Blair : 

Question. A great many of them did vote who were not killed ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; nobody has been killed for voting that I know of. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. You do not know what they are killed for ? 
Answer. Noue have been killed in my county since that election. 
Question. You have no need to kill any one for x)olitical purx>oses, if you have carried 
the county f 

Ajiswcr. I sui)pose we would as soon kill after we had carried the county as before, if 
we killed theui for x'olitics. 

Question. You say that violent and lawless men who killed on account of politics 
would be as likely to kill wlien they had won an election as wheu they had lost it ? 

Anf<wer. I did not say anything about violent and lawless men ; I say our people 
would be just as apt to do so after an election they had carried as after one they had 
lost. But I deny that we would do it at all. 

Question. You say the relations between the races are ver3^ satisfactory now ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I have never known our people to get along better than they are 
doing now if 

Question. Are they more satisfactory in Greene County now than they were before 
the war ? 

Answer. No, sir; about the same. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. You mentioned something about Judge Oliver claiming the right to retain 
his place as against Judge ]\Iiller, who was elected at the election in 1868. By what 
tenure did Judge Oliver hold his ofQce as probate judge ? Had he been elected or ap- 
pointed ? 

Answer. He was elected by the people to the office. 
Question. At what time f 

Answer. I think he was elected in 186.5, or in the fall of 1864 ; it was in 1864 or 1865. 
Question. Was he elected at the election i)ursuant to the proclamation of President 
Johnson ? 

Answer. I think so. 

Question. Are you certain of that ? 

Answer. I am not certain. 

Question. Do you know whether he was elected before the close of the war or after? 

Answer. 1 cannot state i)ositively, but my impression is that he was elected after the 
close of the war. He had been elected before the war; but I think he was again 
elected after the war. I may be mistaken about that ; it may have been during the 
war. 

Question. When Judge Miller was elected in pursuance of an election under the recon- 
struction act he clainVed the office ; and your iirm gave to Mr. Oliver the opinion that 
he was entitled to continue to hold the office, thougli you did not believe he would bo 
permitted to hold it. Now, upon what ground did you give that opinion ? 

Ansicer, Our ground was this,that accordingto law a majority of the ])cople of that State, 
in the election of 1868, must vote in order to carry the constitution which was then pro- 
posed to them. A majority of the people did not vote at that election,and we therefore held 
that the constitution was not adopted. At the same time that tlie vote was taken upon 
that constitution these various officers were elected, the probate judge among others. 
There having been, in our opinion, no election in accordance with the law, no constitu- 
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tion having been adopted, the officers who were voted for conld not hold the positions 
to which they had been elected at that election ; there was no election which in any 
sense could be considered a legal one, the constitution having been defeated. We 
therefore gave to Judge Oliver our opinion that as he was the incumbent of the office, 
the judge de facto, if not the judge dejure, he could, according to the law, hold over. 

Question. That was the view you expressed to him, and in pursuance of that he 
claimed to hold the office ? 

Answer, Yes, sirj we told him at the same time, however, that we had no question, of 
the fact that he would bo compelled to give up his office. 

Question. Is that the same view you have inculcated before your people in reference 
to the existing State government ? 

Answer, The present government ? 

Question. Yes. 

Answer. No, sir ; not at all. Our people are obedient to the law. 

Question. I understand you are obeying it at present ; but your view is that the peo- 
ple obey because they cannot help it ? 

Answer. No, sir; we advise our people to submit to the government as it existed. 
We have never believed that, according to law and fact, the present State government 
was properly and legally organized. 

Question. You have inculcated that opinion ? 

Answer. No, sir; we inculcate the opinion of submission to it. 

Question. You inculcated obedience. But you say that the government was not 
legally, organ ized ? 

Ansiver. We did not inculcat'^ any particular view on that subject; that is the gen- 
eral opinion of the bar. 

Question. Judge Miller, then, did assume the office, and discharged the functions of 
judge of probate in the community ? 

Answer. Y'es, sir. 

Qu^Vwn. Until when ? 

Answer. I do not remember exactly ; I think until the beginning of 1870. 
Question. Was his successor elected, or did Judge Miller resign, and his successor was 
appointed? 
Answer. His successor was appointed. 
Question. How did Miller go out ? 
Answer. Ho resigned. 
Question. On what ground ? 

Answer. Ho was appointed collector of the port of Mobile. 
Question. He held the office until that appointment f 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Who was appointed in his place ? 
Answei\ A. R. Davis. 
Question. Is he the judge there now 1 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have any threats been made against him ? 
Answer. None that I have heard of. 

Question. Where you in Eutaw on the day that Mr. Burton, who was a candidate for 
lieutenant governor, was assaulted there ? 

Answer. No, sir; that was the same day that Judge Miller was assaulted; I was not 
there ; I was attending court in an adjoining county. 

Question. Has there been any trial of the person who committed that assault on Mr. • 
Burton? . > 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Was ho arrested ? 

Answer. I think he was arrested ; I understood he was. 

Question. Has there been any term of the court since then, and has there been any 
proceeding against him ? . ' 

Anmcer. Tho court has met since that time, and the grand jury has assembled. The , 
capias had not been issued when I left home; I do not know whether there is an indict- ^ 
meat against him or not ; I think there is. 

Question. You made a remark in reference to Mr. Hays, that even the negroes were 
unwilling to associate with men like him, and were leaving the republican party and 
associating with decent people. 

Answer. I did not say that Mr. Hays was not a decent man. But the white people 
who generally belong to that party there are of that class that the people desire to be 
separated from. 

Question. Is that the mode in which the republican party is spoken of by gentlemen 
of the democratic party (I understand you are one of them) in the presence of their 
adhei ents there, and at public meetings ; that it is composed entirely of men who are 
entitled to no respect? 

Answer. Unquestionably the class of men 
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Question, I am not speaking of the fact, but whether you speak of them in that way. 
Answer. If we speak of them at all we speak of them as men without character, as a 
general rule. It is generally true in our section of country that the class of persons 
who beloug to the republican party — I allude to the leaders there and the white people 
generally who belong to that party down there — are of a low class of people, and not 
of the class of persons generally respected by our citizens. 

Question. Do you not think that that mode of expression in public, before meu of the 
class of this man Reynolds, for instance, is calculated to encourage violence against the 
republican party ? 

Answer, I think if a speaker understands his business he ought to make his speech 
so as to attack the principles of the party, and if he attempts to make use of any ex- 
pression as an illustration, I think he has a right to do it. 

Question, I am not discussing the right of speech ; but the effect of that tone of 
speaking in reference to the whole party. 

Answer. The effect has not been there to excite them against the republican party 
any more than was done by the fact of such a class of people having been engaged in 
carrying it on in our county. They could not be outraged and offended to any greater 
extent than by those facts. 

Question, You have stated the fact that Hays is a decent, respectable man. Is there 
anything urged against him there as making him obnoxious except his connection with 
the republican party ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. While Mr. Hays has lived in respectable society, he is not consid- 
ered a man who has a very great regard, a very high regard, for veracity. That is one 
thing. It is thought by our people that he has advised the negroes there to do things 
that were very wrong and very bad. 

Question, That has arisen out of his political connection with the negroes? 

Answer. He has used his political position, I have no doubt, to give them bad advice. 
All our people generally think he has given them very bad advice, and that much of 
the trouble that has come upon us, in the way of labor, has grown out of the advice 
Ml". Hays has given, and he has become verj^ unpopular on that account. 

Question, Is it not the fact that any white man associating himself with the repub- 
lican party, and advocating their doctrines there, is spoken of in just the tone you 
used here in characterizing the republican party, before your attention was called to 
it? 

Answer, We do not like them. 

Question. And you take that mode of expressing your dislike ? 

Answer, W^e do not admire them ; we think our own people who go into that matter 
go into it for ofliee or xilunder, or something of that sort, and we cannot have any 
great regard for them. 

Question. You have never been a member of the Union League ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Quis'ion, You have no doubt of its existence ? 

Answer, From iuformation, I think it existed. I did not have any knowledge of it 
at all. 

Question, On what focts did you base your belief of its existence? 
Answer, From general rumor and statements made by colored people that they be- 
longed to Union Leagues. 

Question, Yon have no doubt that it is a political organization? 
Answer, I think so, from what they stated. 

Question. What evidence have you to satisfy you that they ever countenanced any 
violence, as an organization ? 

Answer. Only one instance I know of that hai^pened. lean give one instance; I 
haA'e heard of them frequently. 

Question. What was that instance? 

Answer. There was a democratic colored man in the neighborhood of Clinton, Greene 
County, who, it was stated, was severely whipped by some of his colored friends be- 
cause he voted the democratic ticket. I did not see it myself. 

Question, Who told you that ; the colored man ? 

Answer, No, sir; various persons told me; white people told me. 

Question, You have it upon rumor that that was done ? 

Answer, Upon statements of other persons. 

Question, Then, upon that one fact stated to you, which you believe, you draw the 
conclusion that the Union League, as an organization, countenanced violence ? 

Answer, I say I am satisfied they encouraged it frequently, and pretty generally prior 
to elections, for the purpose of keeping negroes in the ranks. 

Question. Now, do you not consider the sworn testimony of this one man, who be- 
longed to the Ku-Klux organization, as satisfactory evidence of the existence of an 
organization of that character, as the statements and rumors you have heard about 
the existence of the Union leagues ? 

Answer. The one statement of a man with regard to the Ku-Klux is not so general as 
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the statements and rumors I have been speaking of in regard to the Union League. If 
I believed that man's testimony, I would be satisfied there is a Ku-Klux organization. 
Bat from being well acquainted with my people, and in my section of the State 

Question. Do you believe his testimony? 

Answer. So far as relates to my part of the State, I do not. 

Question, Did you ever read it ? 

Answer, 1 have not. 

Question. You say, then, that you do not believe it to be true ? 

Answe): I say that, so far as our section of the State is concerned, I do not believe 
such an organization has ever existed, or does now exist. 

Question. Were you ever approached and asked to join any secret, political organiza- 
tion in the State of Alabama? 

Answer, No, sir ; I never was. I have opposed secret organizations of every descrip- 
tion, except the Masonic order. 

Question, Did you ever hear of any organization known as the White Brotherhood? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question, Or the Invisible Empire ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, Or the Constitutional Union Guards f 

Ansiver. No, sir ; I never heard of that. 

Question. Or the Knights of the White Camelia ? 

Anmver. I have heard the name of the Knights of the White Camelia, 

Question, Did any one ever speak to you on the subject ? 

Answ€7\ No, sir. 

Question. Where did you hear the name ? 
Ansicer, I think I have seen it in the newspapers. 

Question, Was there such an organization as that in the southern part of the United 
States ? 

Ansicer, 1 have heard through newspapers that in Louisiana such an organization 
existed ; I think it was an organization of that name. 

Question, Did they ride in the same manner as what are called Ku-Klux are said to 
ride? 

A)mvei\ 1 do not know whether they did or not. 
Question. You did not follow that out ? » 

Answer. I only know that it was said such an organization did exist in the State of 
Louisiana. 

Question. You have no knowledge of the existence of any secret, political organiza- 
tion whatever in the State of Alabama ? 
Answer, I have not. 

Question. Were not the persons who composed the republican meeting in Eutaw, at 
least a majority of them, assembled in the court-house before you organized your meet- 
ing on the opposite side of the court-house ? 

Answer; 1 think a great many of them were about the court-house ? 

Question. Was not a majority of them there waiting for the organization of the 
meeting ? 

Anstver. There were a great many there listening to our speakers while we were 
speaking. They were about town generally, and perhaps a number of them were in 
the court-house yard. 

By Mr. Coburn : 

Question. In regard to the shooting of a man of the name of Pierce 

Ansu^er. He was shot at. 

Question. From what part of the crowd did that shot come ? 

An steer, Mr. Pierce was speaking to Governor Parsons who had been addressing the 
republican meeting ; he was shot from the rear, from behind him. 
Question, Was it while Parsons was speaking ? 

Answer, No, sir ; just after he had concluded and about the time Hays had got upon 
the stand. 

Question. How near was he to Mr. Parsons ? 

Answer, Two or three feet off, I suppose ; I do not know the exact distance. 

Question. Did you see the man who shot at him ? 

Ansiver, I saw the smoke of the i)istol ; I did not see the man. 

Question, How close was he to where Pierce stood? 

Answer, It was in front of the main entrance of the court-house ; Mr. Pierce stood at 
the window of the office of the circuit clerk, perhaps some eight or ten feet from there. 
Question. Was Mr, Pierce at the window, outside? 
Ansiver. Right at the window, outside. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Was the man who shot close to the court-house, or out from it ? 
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Ansicer. Perpaps the same distance from the court-house as from Mr. Pierce, eight or 
ten feet. 

By Mr. Van Trxtmp : 

Question. I wish to ask you whether or not prior to the war, when there were con- 
tests between the whig and democratic parties, there was not quite as much violence 
and disturbance at political meetings as there is now in Alabama ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have known meetings to be broken up before the war by excite- 
mcuts of that sort. I do not know that I have ever known any fighting or shooting 
grow out of the meetings ; but I have known meetings to be broken up by these politi- 
cal excitements. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. In regard to Judge SmitVs right to his office, was he elected in February, 
18G8 ? 

Jnsicei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Some three months before Congress even recognized the constitution of 
Alabama as valid ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; I ought to have stated that additional fact ; it w^as before Congress 
recognized the constitution of Alabama. 

Question. Did or not even the Congress of the United States itself refuse to ratify that 
constitutiou, upon full proof being made that a majority of the registered votes had 
not been cast for and against it at that election ? 

Answer. I think it did. 

Question. And Congrt^ss allowed you to remain under military government from Feb- 
ruary until June, until you were admitted by the passage of the omnibus bill ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesfion. Was it or not in consequence of j^our having defeated the constitution, and 
the officers elected under it having fallen, in strict accordance with the reconstruction 
law, that you advised the incumbent that his position was good as against an outsider ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you not remembrr the fact that even Mr. Stevens himself, the chairman 
of tlu' Reconstruction Conmiittec, or Judge Poland here, had the constitution of Ala- 
bama recommitted to that committee upon the ground that you had defeated it, and 
you so remained for three months ? 

Ansicer. I recollect it was so recommitted t6 the committee. 

Question. Therefore, was it not the opinion of all you lawyers, as it was the opinion 
of the legal profession generallv throughout the State, that that was the correct posi- 
tion ? 

Ajiswer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Poland : 
Question. When was it that Miller took possession of the office? 
Answer. I think it was in June, 1868. 
Question. Before or after the omnibus bill was passed? 

Answer. I think it was before ; I do not remember positively about it. The proposed 
contest by Judge Oliver, and the opinion which we gave him, were along between the 
election and the time when Judge Miller took his office. I do not remember the exact 
date of his takiug possession of the office. 

By Mr. Beck ■ 
Question. Before the omnibus bill was passed ? 
Answei'. Yes, sir; my recollection is that it was. 

Question. You have been further asked whether or not your acquiescence in the con- 
stitution imposed upon you by the omnibus bill was not rather an acquiescence than a 
cordial consent. Has it not been the opinion of all the men of Alabama that that om- 
nibus bill, by which the constitution was imposed upon you after you had defeated it — 
Congress itself having admitted that you had defeated it in strict accordance with the 
reconstruction laws — was it not regarded by you all as an outiage upon the part of 
Congress ? 

Answer. It has been ; yes, sir. 

Question. Have you heard anybody, republican or democrat, volunteer the opinion 
that Congress was warranted, even under its own reconstruction acts, in imposing 
a constitution upon Alabama after you had defeated it in strict accordance with their 
own orders ? 

Answer. I have never heard anybody say it was right. 

Question. State whether or not the effect of imposing men upon you as officers, mem- 
bers of the legislature, county officers, &c., after they had been defeated at the polls by 
the refusal of the democratic party to vote or to run officers, was not to put in, in a great 
majority of cases, men unknown to you, and who had no interest with you, except to 
obtain office ? 
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Answer, Yes, sir; mostly incompetent men. 

Question. Is not that the class of men who have held office until the late election ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did not those men hold all the offices in very many of the counties, where, 
if a vote had been taken, democrats certainly would have been elected? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I am satisfied that is the fact. 

Question. And therefore the imposition upon you of that constitution, and of officers 
who were fairly defeated, who would not have been elected if the full vote had been 
cast, created a great deal of dissatisfaction and feeling against the action of Congress? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; a great deal of discontent and dissatisfaction. 

Question. And you say that you never heard a republican say that that constitution 
was properlv imposed upon you ? 

Answer. I never heard any one contend for one moment that it was properly imposed 
upon us. 

By the Chairman ; 

Question. You claimed the right, by staying away from the polls, to prevent the 
organization of any State government, as long as the government was not what you 
wished ? 

Answer. We claimed the right to do so then, and we did so. 

Question. You claimed the right to defeat any organization of a State govamment ? 
Answer. We claimed the right to defeat that constitution by any legal means. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. And you thought you saw the legal means to do so ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. Do you believe you could have defeated it by going to the polls and voting ? 
Aimver. I do not know how that would have been. 

Question. Was not a larger vote given for it than has since been given for any ticket 
run by either party in Alabama ? 
Ansicei'. I think there was. 

By Mr. Coburn : 

Question. Did I understand you rightly to say that the most intelligent negroes have 
gone over to the democratic party ? 
Ansicej'. A large number of them have. 
Question. How many ? 

Answer. I cannot tell, except from the vote that was cast in the last election. They 
seem to be about equally divided on the subject in our county— not so much as that 
perhaps, but a largo number of negroes voted with us ; I cannot tell exactly how many. 

Question. You know that a large number of negroes voted the democratic ticket ? 

Answer. As a matter of course they must have done so, or the election could not have 
gone democratic in the county. 

Question. How many have you heard say they voted the democratic ticket ? 

Answei\ I do not remember the number ; I have heard a great many say so. 

Question. Do I understand you to say that this was occasioned by the distrust of the 
negroes of the republicans, on account of certain promises ? 

Answer. They lost faith in their leaders ; I think that had something to do with it. 

Question. Do you think the negro'es believed those promises which you say were made 
to them ? 

Anmcci\ I think many of them did for a great while j I do not think they do now. 
Question. What negroes believed those tales? 
Answer A large majority of them. 

Question. Do you think the most intelligent ne^oes believed them ? 

Answer. Well, a short time after the organization of these leagues I am satisfied the 
negroes began to learn better and did not believe them. 

Question. You are willing now to swear that a large majority of negroes turned over 
to the democratic party for that reason? 

Answer. I am willing to swear that the county of Greene went democratic at the last 
election, and it could not have done so without a great number of negroes voting the 
democratic ticket. I am satisfied they voted that ticket, and am wiUing to swear that 
th<'y did. 

Question. Are the democrats there in favor of negro suffrage ? 

Ansiver. We consider that a settled question now. 

Question. Do they tell the negroes they are in favor of negro suffrage f 

Answer. They tell them that they have a right to vote. 

Question. They know that without being told by the democrats. 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they have been informed of that some time ago. 
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Question. I want to know if you say it is severe discipline and terror that keeps th« 
nefijroes in the republican party ? 

Ans^ver. I tbiuk it did np to a year or two ago ; I think their discipline is not so rigid 
now and the negroes are becoming more divided in their political views than they were. 

Question. You think, then, that the negroes would naturally go with the democratic 
l^arty, except for terror and intimidation ? 

Auswa\ I think if the negroes were let alone and left free to exercise their own 
choice and to act according to their interest and feeling they would act with the white 
p(M)ple they have lived with ; that is what I think. I think they have more eonfideuco 
in tliem and more respect for them. 

Question. You think the negroes have more confidence in the democrats than in the 
republicans ? 

Anstver. ISIore confidence in those persons with whom they have lived. 
Question. Confidence in them as politicians? 

Ansivcr. I mean as men, and I tliink they are Jrapidly getting to have confidence in 
them politically. 

Question. I would like to have another opinion from yon. Do you believe the negroes 
have any idea that any of the; democrats have organized as Ku-Klux for the j)urpose of 
intimidating them and to hoop th<Mn from voting the republican ticket f 

Answer. I think some of them have. 

Question. How large a l)ody of them? 

Answer. I do not know; i cannot tell. I have never had a great deal of conversa- 
tion with them on that sul)ject. I think, though, they have some idea of the existence 
of such things. 

Question. You think a few of them have ? 

Ansicer. I do not kno^v how many ; I think the negroes have an idea of that sort. 

Question. A word or two about Major Hays. You say the democrats have a great 
e()nteni]>t for Mnjor Hays — men w ho have been in the rebellion ; do they know that 
Major Hays has advocated general amnesty for them here on the tloor of Congress ? 

Answer. Tliey have understood so; they have heard that.he did so during the last 
session of Congress. 

Question. But still they entertain these feelings of bitter hostility toward him ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. Hays is perfectly safe at home ; our peoph^ do not wish to hurt 
liinj ; I mean to say that they have not a great deal of respect for him and confidence 
in him. 

Question. T want to know if I understood you correctly as saying that they enter- 
tain bitt<'r hostility toward Major Havs ? 

Answer. I do not think I said ''bitter hostility;" they have a great contempt for 
him, I think. In other words, they consider him not a man of nnich cai)acity ; a man 
who has floated to the surface l>y the nwro force of circumstances, and a man in whom 
they have very little confidence, as a general thing. That is the way our people regard 
him. 

Question. Is he not a respectable planter there ? 

Answer. He is a planter there; he used to be a large planter; but at this time I think 
he owns no pro})erty in his own name at all. 

Question. Had he a respectable standing in the confederate army? 

Ansurr. I do not know really that he had much standing of any sort in the confed- 
erate army ; I never heard of Major Hays in the confederate army except about Eutaw ; 
I never heard of his doing any fighting. 

Question. Did he not lose his respectability in your community just about the time 
he joined the republican ])arty ? 

Answer. He never had any Very decided character in our community at all ; he was 
of respectable pfireutage and moved in respectable circles ; he w\as considered a respect- 
able man ; but his conduct in reference to the advice he has given to the negroes has 
been sneli that our peo])le think he has brought about much trouble in the community, 
and for that reason he has lost their confidence and respect. 

Question. Do the negroes generally go to him for advice ? 

Answer. They used to ; they have^iuitted it to a great extent now. 

Question. To whom do they go ? 

Answer. They t^ake their own counsel to a great extent. 
Question. Do they go to the democrats now ? 

Ansiver. Sometimes they do, and whenever they do they generally get good advice. 

By ^Ir. Stevensox : 
Question. Did not ]Major Hays get his title of major in the rebel army ? 
Answer. I am satisfied that'^^Major Hays never received a commission as major in the 
confederate army. 

()i<es/io». What commission had he? 

Answer. I do not think he had any. He was quartermaster in his brother-in-law'a 
regiment ; I do not think he ever remained there long. I tliink I have heard Major 
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Hays state himself that he never did receive a commission from the confederate gov- 
ernment. I think that statement is contained in the application which he made to 
this Government for pardon. 

Question, Do you not think that the Eutaw riot had some effect upon the election? 

Jnsicei\ Yes, sir; I think it did. 

Question. What effect? 

Answer. To lose votes for the democratic party. 

Qucfiiion. You think, then, that the firing by democrats of volleys of pistols at a 
crowd of negroes, and the wounding of fifteen or twenty of them, would aid the repub- 
lican party ? 

Answer. I think it embittered the minds of many colored people who were otherwise 
inclined to vote with the democratic party ; I think it Inclined them to hostility and 
bitteiTiess against the democrats. 

Question. Do you think it might not have made them afraid of the democrats ? 

Ansiver. Possibly it might have done so, I do not know j they went to the polls pretty 
generally and voted. 

Question. There were three or four hundred who did not go to the polls, for there was 
a falling off in the aggregate vote of the county ? 
Answer. I do not know. 

Question. There were several hundreds of votes less than in 1868 ? 
Ansiver. I do not recollect how many. 

Question. Whatever falling off there was, do you think it was traceable in any degree 
to that riot? 
Ansicer. I do not think so. 

Question. You think, then, the only effect of that riot was to injure the democratic 
party ? 

Ansive)\ I think so. I have so stated to our people, and have spoken of it regretfully 
on that account. 

Question. Suppose that instead of the democrats routing the negroes, the negroes had 
routed the democrats ; suppose the riot had just reversed itself j what would have 
been the effect then ? 

Ansieer. It would have outraged the white people to a very great extent. 

Question. What political effect would it have had? 

Ansice)\ I do not know that it would have changed a single vote anyway; the white 
people would have voted together just as they did. 
Question. How many pistols were fired ? 
Ansiver. A great numljcr. I do not know hovf many. 
Question. How many do you suppose? 

Answer. I heard several shots, I could not state howjnany ; I have no idea as to the 
number. 

Question. How many pistols did yon see there ? 
Answer. I saw numbers of persons have pistols. 
Question. About how many ? 

Answer. Eight, or ten, or fifteen during the entire mcMe. 
Question. Where were you at first? 

Answer. I was in the circuit clerk's office in the court-house. 
Question. Did you go outside ? 

Answer. I went back through the court-house and went out as far as the west opening 
of the court-house square with Governor Parsons on his way to the hotel. 
Question. You did not see the main part of the riot ? 

Answer. I did not ; in the first place I was in the clerk's office, and then I went out ^ 
the other way, and came out at the west opening of the court-house square, to which 
point I went with Governor Parsons. 

Question. You were not in as good a position to see the riot as Senator Warner, for 
instance ? 

A nswer. He left there about the same time I did. 
Question. Ho was outside of the window ? 

Answa'. Yes, sir, and I was inside, and all I saw of it I saw through the window. ^ 

Question. And looking through the window, you saw ten or fifteen pistols fired ? 

Answer. I saw eight or ten. 

Question. What were they, revolvers? 

Answer. They seemed to be. 

Question. Were they fired more than once ? 

Answer. I could not tell whether any one pistol was fired more than once or not. 
Question. How many shots did you hear fired ? 

Answer. I suppose 1 heard twenty-five, or fifty, or sixty, or seventy, perhaps ; I can- 
not give a definite idea about the number, for pistols were popping all around the 
house. 

Question. They were popping from both corners of the court-house ? 

Amwa\ From that neighborhood, and from the negroes— all shooting generally. 
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Question. A sort of general engagement ? 

Answer. After the difficulty commenced, yes, sir. 

Question. You think you may have heard as high as seventy shots? 

Answer. I think so ; I cannot tell. 

Question. What effect had the first volley hy the whites upon the negroes ; what did 
they do ? 
Answer. They broke. 

Question. They rushed over the fences — stampeded, as you call it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, they stampeded for a short distance and then rallied. 
Question. When they came to the soldiers they rallied ? 
Ansiver. There were no soldiers there. 
Question. Were they not met by the soldiers ? 

Answe)'. The soldiers had not come over there from the place where they were sta- 
, tioned. 

Question. The first effect of the firing was a stampede? 
Answer. That was the fu-st effect — the immediate effect. 



Washington, D. C, Jum 21, 1871. 

JOHN G. PIERCE sworn and examined. 

By the CiiAiinrAx: 
Question. Where do you reside? 
Answei: In Eutaw, Greene County, Alabama. 
Question. How long have you lived there ? 

Answer. Ever since it was a town ; probably about twenty years. I was a boy there 
Question. What is your occupation ? 

Answer. 1 am an attorney at law, a practicing lawyer, there. 

Question. Do you practice in that county alone, or in tlie circuit ? 

Answer. I do not practice all through the circuit ; I practice in Greene, Tuscaloosa, 
Pickens, Sumter, and sometimes in Marengo. 

Question. From your observation and travel on the circuit, and your knowledge as a 
practicing lawyer, what can you say as to the execution of the laws in that portion of 
the State with which your practice may have made you familiar, and as to the security 
of life, person, and property there ? 

Answer. From what I know about it, (and I think I have enough opportunity, as good 
an opportunity as anybody else, of knowing the condition of that people,) the laws at 
this time in that circuit can be executed, and are being executed. There is no dispo- 
sition in that circuit to evade the law in any way, to avoid bringing to trial culprits 
or to screen culprits in any way, that I know of. 

Question. Can the civil rights of individuals be secured through the medium of civil 
suits in the courts ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think they can. Suits are brought there constantly in all that 
circuit. The courts are ox)en ; the judges and jurors all seem disposed to administer 
the law so far as they are able ; and I think they are able to do it. 

Question. Is there any obstacle in your courts, so far as you are aware, to the admin- 
istration of justice against criminal offenders ? 

Answer. No, sir; none. Criminals are tried at every court — convicted or cleared at 
every court. 

Question. In the part of the State with which you are acquainted are there any or- 
ganizations, of which you have any knowledge, either to interfere with the rights of 
persons by violence, or to obstruct the administration of justice in any manner! 

Ansirer. No, sir ; none that I know of. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of any organization existing in that State which 
has inflicted violence upon citizens f 

Answer. No, sir ; I have not. I know of no organization that is inflicting any vio- 
lence on citizens. 

Question. Were you in Eutaw at the time of the death of Mr. Boyd ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I was. 

Question. How was his death brought about ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I can only tell what I understood. Mr. Boyd was murdered on 
the public square, at the tavern. I live about half a mile from the public square. I 
saw him next morning. I went uj) town the next morning after, and he was laid out. 
I saw shot-holes in his forehead, and know from what I heard that he was killed by a 
band of disguised men. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Shot-holes or bullet-holes ? 
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Answer, Bullet-holes. They had the appearance of being made by pistol-buUets or 
pistol-shot. 

Question, How many were there ? 

Answer, Well, ho was dressed and laid out when I saw him in tho morning. I think 
in his forehead there was one large bullet-hole, about the middle or center of his fore- 
head, and one a little higher up. I do not think there were but two, as I remember 
now. 1 understood there were several others through his bpdy; but he was dressed, 
and I did not see them. 

By the Chairman : 

Question, When did you receive tho first knowledge of his death ? 

Answer. I did not receive it until I got up town that morning. I was down town, 
and went up town j I do not recollect for what'purpose ; but 1 did. not hear of it until 
the morning. It was on the 1st of April, and almost everybody thought it was an 
"April fool," and I thought that somelSody was trying to "April-fool" me. I stayed m* 
town some time before I went up to see him ; b.ut I concluded I would be willing to 
be "April-fooled" on that occasion, and run the risk of going up; so I did go up, and 
looked at him. 

Question, Was the matter spoken of in such a jesting manner as to lead you to believe 
it was an " April-fool" story f 

Answer, Not by those who really knew it; only by those who did not believe it. 
There are tricks like that played on the 1st day of April in every community, and we 
all supposed it was a trick. It was not spoken of in that way when the fact was really 
known. 

Question, Did you ascertain whether that murder was committed by one individual, 
or by two, or a dozen ? Did you ascertain the manner in which it was committed f 

Ansioer, Well, I understood that the murder was committed by disguised men who 
came to town ; some estimate them at from twelve to fifteen, some say twenty, and 
some say even more than that. About six or eight of them went into the house, which 
was a tavern, closed the door, made the clerk show them the way to his room, as I 
heard the clerk assert, and thqre they perpetrated the deed, and in that way. They 
got on their horses afterward when they came out, and made their escape. They left 
the town immediately, going in the direction, as report says, toward Union, in Greene 
County — most of them going in that direction. 

Question. Had there been any knowledge or intimation in the town previous to that 
time of any intention against the life of Mr. Boyd ? 

Ansxver, None that I had heard of. 

Question. None whatever ? 

Answer, I never heard of any. I know this about Mr. Boyd : that he was considered 
there a very disagreeable man. He was a man that it was disagreeable to have business 
with, and many considered him a murderer himself. He had killed a young man there 
by the name of Brown. Ho had been convicted of the crime and sentenced to tho 
penitentiary for ten years, and his sentence was commuted to imprisonment for twelve 
months in the county jail. I know that he was overbearing; I know that he was an 
incompetent officer ; and I know that he was a very offensive man in every way. 

Question. When had he been convicted of killing that man ? 

Answer, That was before the war. 

Question, How long before the war ? 

Answer, I think from three to five years before the war. 

Question, Had he remained in that community after his release from prison f 

Answer. No, sir ; he left that community after ho had been turned out of jail and 
went, as I understood, to Arkansas. He remained there until 1868, when he came back 
to our community, and occupied, by some means or other — I do not know how — the 
offices of county solicitor and register in chancery. 

Question. Was he appointed or elected to those offices ? 

Answer, I do not recollect ; it strikes me he was elected to the office of county 
solicitor. 

Question. Do not county solicitors obtain their offices by election? 
Answer. Yes, sir; they 'are elected under the new constitution. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. That was before the new constitution ? 

Ansiver. In 1868 ? I reckon not. I think they are elected. I do not know whether 
he was elected or appointed ; I am not certain about that ; but I know that he held 
both offices. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Wliat was his age at the time of his death ? 

Answei\ He looked to me to be a man of about thirty-five or forty years of age, or 
somewhere about there. 
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Question. That would make him, then, about niDeteen or twenty at the time of the 
commission of the offense which you speak of, which was three or four years before 
the war ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he may have been older than that. He was a grown man when 
that offense was committed. 

Question. Had he been admitted to the bara*t the time of his conviction ? 
Answer. Xo, sir; I think not. 

Question. Was he admitted after his return to Alabama ? 

Ansu-er. I do not recollect when he ever was admitted to the bar. He occupied the 
office of solicitor in some way or other — (^ot hold of it I don't know how. 

Question. You say that tht^se men who killed Boyd were reported to have ridden 
away toward Union ; were they reported to be citizens of Greene County ? 

Ansu-er. No, sir; they were not citizens of Greene County, so far as report goes. 
None of them could be found to be citizens of Greene County. The grand jury made 
a very searching investigation of the matter, and summoned everybody that they 
thought knew anything about it, and never could tmd out anything about it. 

Question. Are your solicitors or iirosecuting officers elected for one county or for the 
whole circuit ? 

Answer. I think for one county. I know that Mr. Boyd was acting for one county. 
Question. Then the discharge of his official duties as solicitor would not bring him 
into contact with citizens of other counties? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Then what connection had his murder with his disagreeable habits in con- 
ducting his business, if the persons who did it came from another county, in which ho 
did not discharge the duties of solicitor ? 

Ansu-er. I do not know where the persons who murdered him came from ; I have no 
idea. I do not know by whom he was murdered ; but I do not think that ho was mur- 
dered by citizens of Greene County, from the fact that the grand jury made a search- 
ing investigation of that case, and could find no citizen of Greene County to be con- 
nected v/ith it. As they rendered in their report they traced these parties to a place 
acioss Sipsy Kiver; I believe the name of the place is Moore's Bridge, in Pickens 
County. 

Question. Then you give it as your belief that the murder had no connection with 
the discharge of ;Mr. Boyd's official duties in Greene County ? 

Answer. No, sir; I do not give that as my belief. I say that I do not know what was 
the cause of his murder; that he was a very disagreeable man to transact business 
with. There was an old man murdered or hung up there some time before, and Mr. 
Boyd had made a good many threats about what he intended to do with the perpetra- 
tors of it. stating that he knew who they were ; and, among other things of public 
notoriety there, he stated that he intended to keep the grand jury in session for six 
months, if necessary, till they found out the perpetrators of the crime. He had a hat 
hanging up in his room which he said was worn by one of the marauders on a certain 
occasion— I do not know whether on that occasion or not. He said he knew who it 
belonged to. He made use of these remarks publicly. 

Question. Do you know whether he gave the name of the person to whom the hat 
belonged ? 

Ariswer. No, sir ; I do not know that he gave the name. 

Question. Have you ever heard the names of the persons connected with that trans- 
action ? 

Answei: No, sir ; I never have heard. 

Question. Do you know from any reliable source the name of anybody connected 
with it ? 

Answer. No, sir; I do not know of a single soul connected with it. I know it was 
an act which was disapproved of by our community. 

Question. Taking, then, the facts as you state them, that Mr. Boyd was a disagreeable 
man in the discharge of his duty and had made threats in regard to prosecutions for 
that offense, and taking also the fact which you state here as your belief, that his 
murder was not committed by citizens of Greene County, give us your own belief as to 
the cause of his murder in that manner by the citizens of another county ? 

Answei\ Well, I do not know. My belief in regard to that is this : that on account 
of these various threats that he had made of what he intended to do with certain 
parties, and that he was cognizant of certain deeds that parties had done, I do not 
know but what that had something to do with his murder ; but as to having any fixed 
opinion as to the cause of his murder, I cannot say that I have. 

Question. If your belief is correct, that the persons who did murder him came from 
another county, is it not your belief that they belonged to an organization which re- 
sponds in one county to the call of the members of that organization in another ? 

Answei-. I have never said I believed they came from another county ; 1 do not know 
where they came from. 
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Question. I understood you to say that you believed the murder was not committed 
by citizens of Greene County ? 

Anstcer, 1 do believe that. Nor do I know whether it was committed by citizens of 
the State of Alabama. I will state this further: That after the court was over in 
Greene County I went to Pickens to attend court. It was understood there that the 
grand jury of Greene County had traced these parties into Pickens County. I stayed 
with the foreman of the grand jury at the same house ; saw him every day ; and he 
told me that he had examined every person on the line or track of the route, so far as 
he could trace them through Pickens County, and that the last they could find of 
them they were going on somewhere toward either Tennessee or Arkansas. That was 
the report I had from him. I do not know whether to say they came from Pickens 
County or not. I am only telling the report of this grand jury. 

Question. Whether they came from the county of Pickens or any other county of 
Alabama, or whether they came from the State of Tennessee or Arkansas, having come 
as you stated, in an organized body, do you not believe that they were members of an 
organization which would respond to the call of members of a similar organization in the 
county of Greene ? 

Answer. Well, sir, there is no organization of that sort in the county of Greene. I 
do not know that, but I have never heard of it, and I do not believe there is one such 
organization in our section of the country. There may be one at other places, but there 
is no organization of disguised men that I have ever heard of in the county of Greene 
or in that section of the country. 

Question. 1 will put the question in another form. You have stated a fact which I 
understood you to give as tending to show that these people did not belong to the 
county of Greene. If, then, they belonged to a more remote county in the State, 
or even to a portion of Arkansas or Tennessee, is it your belief that they went there to 
murder Mr. Boyd, after having been informed by citizens of Greene County of the 
reasons why he should be murdered ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I do not know. My opinion about that is this : I have stated what 
and who Mr. Boyd was. I do not know whether there is any organization there. I 
have never seen one, or any member of one of them in my life. 

Question, What is your belief about it? 

Answer. My belief is that there is none in the section of country in which I live. 

Question. How, then, do you account for the appearance of these men in Greene County, 
their going to a hotel, and murdering Boyd, if, as you state, they belonged neither to 
the county of Greene nor Pickens ? 

Ansicer.^ Well, I do not propose to account for that. I do not know how. It may be 
that some man that was connected with them may have lived in Greene County, and it 
may be that some man connected with it lived in Pickens or somewhere else. 

Question. Have you any theory about it ? 

Ansiver. No, sir; I have no theory. These are extraordinary men. They appear at 
different places and at different times. I know of none, and I have seen none there, 
and I have missed no young men. 

Question. At what hour of the night, according to your information, was this murder 
committed ? 

Answer. About 11 or 12 o'clock. 

Question. At that season of the year — March — what is the usual hour in Eutaw for 
people to go to bed ? 

Answer. Well, sir, we have a town that is very much scattered, and the people all , 
start home soon, and very few of the citizens ever come to town after night. It is very 
rarely that a house is open at that time of night, according to my experience. 

Question. Was any effort made that night to arouse the citizens of the town and 
pursue the murderers ? 

Answer. None that I know of. 

Question. Was any such effort made the next morning ? 
Answer. Not that I know of. 

Question. Did your sheriff offer a reward for the apprehension of the murderers ? ; 

An8ivei\ I never heard that he did. I have forgotten it if he did. 

Question. How soon after his death was Mr. Boyd buried f 

Answer. I think he was buried the day after. 

Question. The next day after his death ? 

Answer, I think so. 

Question. Ho was murdered at 11 o'clock at night and buried the next day ? 
Answer. I do not recollect. I did not go to the burial ; and I do not recollect when 
ho was buried. I think he was buried a short time afterward. 
Question, Was any action taken by the bar upon his death ? 
Answer. No, sir; none at all. 

Question. Did members of the bar attend his funeral t 
Answer. I do not know, sir : I did not. 
Question. Did any of themf 
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Anstccr. None that I know of. 

Question. Was tbere not an impression that Mr. Boyd was murdered by the organiza- 
tion commonly known as the "Kn-Klux,'* whatever may be its real name? Was not 
that said at the time ? 

Answer. Oh, yes, sir; it was said very frequently, and it is the common impression 
that Mr. Boyd was killed by the Ku-Klux. That is engraved on his tombstone, " mur- 
dered by the Ku-Klux." It was put on there by Judge Miller, who had the tombstone 
erected which is now at the head of his grave. 

Question. Is there any organization known by that name existing in the county to 
your knowledge ? 

Answer. No, sir; none that I know of.. 

Question. Is there in that county any organization which rides at night in disguise, 
let its name be what it may ? 

Answer. None that I have ever seen. I have never seen a man in disguise in our 
county, either on horseback or off. I will make this remark, that I live about half a 
mile from town, and stay at home pretty constantly, hardly ever going on the streets at 
night ; I generally stay at home at night. I have never "^seen men in disguise in my 
life in our county. 

Question. Have you no information upon which you can rely as to outrages having 
been committed in the county by men iu disguise ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I know of several persons there who think so. I know that they 
say that Boyd was killed by men in disguise. 

Question. Have you any doul)t of it ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I have no doubt of it in the world. I believe it is so. 
Question. Is there any other case in which yon believe, as you do in the case of Boyd, 
that a murder was committed by men in disguise? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I believe that old man Sam Colvin was hung by men in disguise. 
Question. Any others ? 

Answer. None other that I know of. I defended old Sam for the crime that he com- 
mitted. 

Question. Those two you say you believe to have been murdered? 
Answer. I believe that they were murdered, and that they were murdered by disguised 
men ; 1 believe that from the information I get. 

Question. Have any ])ersons been whipped in your county by men in disguise? 
Answer. None that I know of. 

Question. Do you know of any convictions in the court of your county for the whip- 
ping of negroes by men in disguise ? Have there been any such convictions in that 
county ? 

Answer. None that I know of where the parties were in disguise. I know of a num- 
ber of prosecutions and convictions for whipping negroes. 
Question, (^ases of assault and battery ? 

.Inswer. Yes, sir. I know of no case where any man has been prosecuted or convicted 
for whipping a negro, in disguise. In fact I know of no man who has committed a 
deed in a disguise in my county who has ever been brought to justice. 

Q)U8iion. Mention has been made here of your presence at a meeting iuEutaw, where 
the riot or disturbance occurred in October last, and you have been subpenaed iu 
consequence of your name having been connected with that j)i'oceeding. Give to the 
committee, as briefly and clearly as possible, your account of that occurrence. State in 
the first idace the date of it. 

Answer. The riot at Eutaw occurred in October last. I was present on that occasion, 
aud saw what was going ou, and know pretty much about it. I do not know 
exactly where to commence. I must commence, I suppose, at the commencement of the 
riot, or '^rout," as it was called. General Warner had about finished his speech 
when I got to the place where he and Governor Parsons and Mr. Hays and others were 
to speak. I wRuted to hear Governor Parsons speak. I knew that he had made several 
good democratic speeches, and I never had heard him speak since that time ; and I had 
a curiosity to go round there and hear him speak. I went round. Just about the time 
that he finished his speech I walked up to him. I knew him, as I thought, very well, and 
I thought he knew me. I was in the legislature when he was provisional governor of Ala- 
bama. I approached him and told him there were several drunken men about there and 
that we desired there should be no disturbances; that he and Warner had made their 
speeches, and I thought it was nothing but due that if he had any control over Hays, who 
was very obnoxious to the people of that county, and had made himself so deservedly, 
he should not let him speak if he had any influence with him, or else break up the 
crowd aud go home. He then turned around, without answering me at all, to speak to 
G(Mieral Warner, aud I presume upon that subject. Just about that time, as he turned 
around. Hays came upon the stand. I was standing with my back to him, and in 
front of Governor Parsons. Almost iu half a second, as soon as Governor Parsons 
turned round to speak to General AVarner, somebody fired a pistol. I do not know 
who it was, but was informed afterward who it was, and I was told it v/as a negro. 
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who had shot at me. I saw three witnesses who told me it was fired directly at me. 
My back was turned. The ball went through my pants. After that there was a gen- 
eral firing in the air by young men, and a general stampede among the negroes. I do 
not know what became of Hays or Governor Parsons or General Warner. They went 
off. I got up on the table after they went off. I thought it was all fun ; I had no idea 
anybody was shooting at anybody. I got on the table, and laughed extravagantly at 
the way the negroes were flying and running about ; they broke down the court-house 
palings jumping over. My office, from the position I was occupying, was right in front. 
The negroes rallied across the street, and lired back several pistols, right toward the 
court-house, and then they broke and ran down the street. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. You were not aware at that time that the ball had penetrated your panta- 
loons ? 

Answer, No, sir; I was not aware of it until I got across the street. 
Question. What part of your pantaloons was pierced by the ball ? 
Ansicer. Just about the thigh, about four inches fi'om the crotch ; it entered the back 
part and went through. 

By Mr. Ste\t:nson: 

Question. Were you standing with Governor Parsons at that time ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I had just finished telling him what I have told you. He had jnst 
stooped down or bent his head over for the purpose, as I supposed, of telling General 
W^arner to prevent tiays from speaking. 

Question. Was Warner right by him ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. Warner was right by him, sitting in a chair, leaning against the 
wall. Then the firing commenced. Hays fell or was knocked off the stand j I do not 
know how he got off. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. So far as your actual knowledge goes, you do not know who fired the first 
shot? You and General Warner and Governor Parsons were all standing together ? 

Ansxver. So far as my actual kijowledge is concerned, I am satisfied, from the direc- 
tion that the ball came, that it came from the negroes ; it must have come from them ; 
there were no white men in that direction. I do not think that a negro would have 
fired at Governor Parsons. That is the inference I drew at the time. 

Question. Was there not a crowd of persons in the same vicinity ? 

Answer, Oh, yes; there were a great many around me. When I walked out there to 
speak to Governor Parsons I was surrounded by negroes ; I was isolated almost from 
my own people. 

Question. Were there any white men around the outskirts of the crowd? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir ; there were several white men on the right band of mo; none on the 
left that I saw. 

Question. You say that Major Hays was obnoxious; was he obnoxious to his own 
party or to the opposite party ? 

Answer. Well, I do not think that Major Hays has got any party at all in Greene 
County now. 

Question. I am speaking of political parties. 

Ansicer. I say that I know that he was obnoxious to the democratic party there, and 
that embraces all the white men of Greene County except one or two. 
Question. Did anybody at the meeting call for him to speak ? 

Answer. I never heard it. I believe I would have heard it if it had been said. I am 
satisfied that if anybody called for him it was for burlesque — I mean any white man. 
The negroes may have called for him. 

Question. He had not spoken yet ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; he mounted the stand just as I went to speak to Go'^ernor Parsons ; 
and before I could consummate what I intended to get Governor Parsons to help me 
do, this whole fuss commenced right there. 

Question. Were you, or was anybody, aware of the fact that it was Mr. Hays^s inten- 
tion to excuse himself from speaking and adjourn the meeting? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; I did not know it, and I do not think anybody know it. The first 
time I had any intimation of it was when I heard Mr. Hays say so last Monday. I 
met liim on that day on his return from this place, and he then said that he never 
intended to speak on that occasion. 

Question. So far as your information goes, was there any design on the part of any 
one there to create or cause a disturbance on that day ? 

Ansicer. W^ell, sir, I do not know that there was anything more done on that occasion 
than is usually done at elections, imtil that firing commenced. I asked Governor 
Parsons myself one or two questions; you may call that a disturbance. He had gone 
on with his speech for some time, and got to where he was attempting to justify 
Cloud, the Superintendent of education. 1 was standing pretty close to him and very 
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mncb interested in his speech. I remarked to liim, " Governor, do you intend to jus^ 
tify the action of that man Cloud before this assemblage He went on and said, 
" So far as the report of the committee is concerned that was appointed to examine his 
case, I do." 

Question. It is the practice in your State for persons of the opposite party in a crowd 
to interrogate a speaker on the stand ? 
Answer. That is a very usual custom in our county. 

Question. I understand you to say, then, that so far as you know, being a member of 
the democratic party there and acting with them, there was no preconcerted design or 
wish to bring about any disturbance f 

Answei: None that I know of; and so far as my connection with this transaction is 
concerned, I know there was no preconcerted design or wish or intention to bring 
about a disturbance that day. 

Question. If the same feeling existed on the part of those who controlled the other 
meeting, is the disturbance which did ensue to be attributed to the accidental circum- 
stance of some individual beginning this firing? 

Answer. What other meeting ? 

Question. The republican meeting? 

Answer. I do not understand. 

Question. You, acting with the democratic party, say that, with your party, so far as 
you know, there was no preconcerted wish or design to bring about a collision or dis- 
turbance ? 

Answer. Yes. sir. 

Question. If the same feeling actuated those who were conducting the republican 
meeting, do you then attribute the disturbance which did arise to the unauthorized 
act of some individual beginning the firing ? 

Answer. Well, I do not kuow what feeling existed among the radicals that came there 
that day. 

Question. Upon the assumption that the same feeling animated the leaders on both 
sides that animated yourself, is the disturbance to be attributed to the imauthorized 
act of some individual in commencing the firing ? 

Answer. If W(^ liad all gone there with a peaceable intention and had not done any- 
thing to disturb the peace, I presum(^we would have gone home without having any 
disturbance, unless it had been started by some unauthorized individual. , 

Question. Wishing to get at the true origin of the difiiculty, I want your view of the 
matter. 

Answer. My impression is that the difiiculty started from the firing of a pistol by a 
negro ; and from the best evidence I can get, it was fired at me, under the conception, 
somehow or other, that I was too close to the stand, or i)robably that I wanted to do 
something improper ; that my motives were not such as they really were. 

Question. Did you at or about that time see anything of an effort to get upon the 
stand a negro man, who was a democrat, to speak to the negroes? 

Answer. Xo, sir. I heard this negro man say afterward that he wanted to speak 
mighty bad, or something of that sort ; but I saw no effort of anybody to put him up. 

Question. Mr. Jolly stated yesterday that a man named Reynolds was endeavoring to 
get a negro uiau upon the stand which had been occupied by the republicans, to speak 
to th(^ negroes. Did you see anything of that at that time ? 

Ansiver. uo, sir; I did not see a negro man trying to get on the stand at that time. 

Question. Before the time of the firing, had any disturbance whatever occurred more 
than that which would be incident to the interruption of which you have spoken ? 

Answer. None that I know of. What induced me to speak in the way that I did, 
and to go up to Governor Parsons was, that I saw there were some men on the outskirts 
of the crowd who were drunk, who did not know what they were doing; I knew and 
believed that those men knew Hays, and did not want to hear him speak. I knew a 
portion of the crowd was drunk, and it looked to me like it was getting a little inflam- 
matory. These other two men had spoken their speeches through, and I thought we 
bad heard Hays enough, and I therefore went to Governor Parsons to try to get him 
down. 

(^lestion. Were the men who you apprehended might create violence by reason of 
being drunk, citizens of Greene County ? 
Ansirer. I do not recollect ; some of them were, of course. 
Question. Were not some of those who were there citizens of Mississippi ? 
Ansirer. Not that I know of. 

Question. Were they all citizens of Alabama so far as you know? 
Answer. Yes, sir; so far as I know, they were. 
Question. Were those drunken men armed? 

Ansu'cr. I do not know ; I did not see their arms ; I heard them cursing and swearmg 
on the outskirts of the crowd. 

Question. Had you anything to do with the calling of the democratic meeting ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Question, Were you aware at the time you called it that you were calling it on the 
same day that the republican meeting was called for? 

Answer, I do not know that I was ; I do not recollect as to that ; hut it seems to me 
that the democratic meeting was called after wo had had some conference in the demo- 
cratic council, somehow or other j I do not know how that was ; but I know one thing 
for certain, whether it was called before or after, or at whatever time it was called, no 
consideration was taken or no reference made to the previous call for the radical 
meeting. 

Question, Do you not know that the democratic meeting was called after the adver- 
tisements for the republican meeting were up ? 

Ansxcei\ I believe it Avas j I learned that afterward ; but at that time I do not believe 
I knew it. I do not know that I saw the advertisements for the radical meeting. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question, For what day of the week was it called ? 

Answer, I do not know ; I do not recollect that j but I recollect both meetings were 
called for the same day. 

By the Chairman : 

Question, Dare men whose sentiments are obnoxious to the majority of the citizens of 
Eutaw express those sentiments freely, without danger of personal violence ? 

Answer, I think so ; they have done it, and they continue to do it. I think a man 
can do it with great safety now. 

Question, Then what was the reason of your desire for having Major Hays prevented 
from speaking that day ? 

Answer, Well, my object was this : Major Hays was jmrticularly obnoxious to the 
people there. I do not know but he could have spoken on that day ; I did not know it 
at the time, but I thought for the sake of harmony and peace and quiet he had better 
not. I was afraid of some trouble from those drunken men. *^I do not know whether 
they were citizens of Eutaw or not j some of them may have been ; but I think that 
Major Hays could go there now and speak, and probably he could have spoken then, 
yet I did not like to risk it. 

By Mr. Van TiiUMr ; ^ 
Question, You thought that there would be more danger if he spoke than if he did 
not? 

Ansicer, Yes, sir ; that was my position exactly. 

Question, Is not the state of feeling there such that the sentiments of the two parties 
are very obnoxious to each other ? Is there not a high state of political excitement on 
the questions that divide the two political parties there? 

Ansicer, Well, sir, there are no parties there except the negro party and the white 
party. I do not think there are more than two or three radicals in the county, and we 
never get up an excitement ; we never have anything offensive against the negro. 
The negroes are now beginning to learn who and what we are, and who their friends ' 
are ; and you cannot get up an excitement that I know of between the two parties. 
You may get up an excitement with some man who is offensive to some other particu- 
lar individual — one man belonging to one party and one to the other ; but so far as the 
two parties are concerned, I do not think you can get up an excitement. 

By the Chairman ; 

Qutistion. Then any white man who takes the side of the negroes and advocates politl- * 
cal opinions which are supi^osed to be acceptable to them, is, in your view, obnoxious ; ^ 
is he not ? 

Answer. Well, sir, we take the side of the negro now ; they belong to the democratic 
party now. 

Question. Who? 

An8im\ The negroes in Greene County ; we take their side now. 

Question, When a white man undertakes to advocate what you term the radical side ; 
in politics, is there not a concentrated effort to make him obnoxious ? 

Ansica\ Not that I know of; not if he does it in a decent, respectable way. 
^ Question. Was there any other reason for Major Hays being obnoxious than his iden- 
tification with the radical party there ? 

Answer. Do you desire me to give you the history of Hays, and show why he is ob- 
noxious ? I prefer not to do it. 

Question. I ask if there is any other reason for his being obnoxious than his identifi- 
cation with the republican party ? 

Ansicer, There are a great many reasons why he has become particularly obnoxious 
to our people — personally, individually, politically, and every other way. 

Question. Then there are other reasons ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; but unless you press me, I would prefer not to state them. 
Question, Was not the sentiment in that town on the subject of this particular riot 
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Ro much on one side that a fnir or exliibitiou was held there to raise funds to defend 
the men who were iudieted fdr i)articipation in the riot ? 

Aui^n'cr. Yes, sir ; there wan a fjiir held there hy the Indies of the town. Some of the 
brothers of the niee young hidies of the town were indicted. They Avere taken down io 
iMo)nle, aud it was necessary that they sliouhl summon several witnesses to sliow in 
what way they were connected with the affair. Through the instrumentality of young 
lit/lies of the town who were sisters of those men, a fair was gotten uj), and the 
(expenses of those witnesses were dcfray<'d in ])art in that way. 

(Jiusiiou. How many negroes were wounded in that riot ? 

^iHswcr. I only saw one. 

(JiteHtion. According to the hest of your information, how many were there ? 

Anntar. I know of one that I sa^Y ; anotluM" one 1 saw the blood of. I think there 
were sei'cn or eight ; I do not think tlu're wcie exceeding that. 

Q(i('stio)L Was there any public movi incut to relieve the negroes who were wounded ? 

Ansmr. The one that I saw, (aud this was the lirst intimation I had that anybody 
was shooting at a human being) was lying on the i)ublic square, with his thigh 
brokiMK 

(jH('Hi}o)K Was there any movement in the shape of a public meeting or fair to raise 
money to relieve the sulterings of the wounded negrnes / 

^Insitrr. Well, as to those who wer.' wounded that I speak of, I do not think, with 
the excc[)tion of tlu^ one who had his thigh broken, that they had need of anything 
excei)t, })robably, to scud for a jihysician to cut the ball out. As to the one who had 
his thigh bioken, I w(*ut to him aud told some negroes to take him u]), get a })lace to 
put him in. and g<4 a dray to carry him oif, and send for a physician. 1 told the. 
negroes 1 would ])ay the physician myself. 

(Juc^iiott. There was no public cxjjression of sentiment, either for the relief of tho 
negroes nr of regret for tli<^ occurrence ? 

Au.stn)\ No iMihlic expression that I know of in a form of a meeting. Everybody 
regretted it though. 

(Ju('S(io)). Do von know of the existence of any secret political organization in the 
State of Alabama ? 

Answiv. No, sir ; I do not, except one. 
(Juc.siioH. What is that ? 

Ati.'^tvcr. 1 km)W of the existence of the Loyal League. 
Question. That is a secret political (U'ganizatit)n '! 
Antiivcr. So far as I understaml, it is. 1 never was in it. 
(Jiu8ilo)i. When was that organized ? 

Anfiifcr. It was organized soon after the war. I suppose it has been in existence 
from l^^i).") u]) to the })resent time. 

Quesiwu. ])oes its (U'ganization still continue ? 

A)i>^H-tr. I think it continued until a \ery short time before the last election last 
November. 

(Juesiti)u. What is its i>urpose? 

An.sn'cr. Its jiarticular purpose is to fool and cajole the negroes, and make them vote 
the radical ticket. 

(Jucsiwu. How (h> you derive that information? 

.iKsu'cr. 1 L>ot it from negroes. We know it exists because we have seen negroes who 
tell us they go to the meetings. 

QiK'Hiion. Have you any information from any quarter of the existence of what is 
poi)ularly known as the Ku-Kluxf 

AusH'cr. The only information I have received in regard to it was the crowd that 
came in to murder Boyd ; that is the only evi<lence I have ever seen or heard of in 
regard to disguised men in that county. 

(Jne-siion. Were you ever approached by anybody with the request to become a mem- 
ber of any secret political organization? 

Aitsu'cr. No, sir. 

QucsihiL The White l>rotlierhood ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Questio)i. Constitutional Union Guards? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Qucsiion. Invisible Empire? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Knights of the White Camelia? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Nor any other similar political organization ? 

Answer. No, sir;! know of no secret political organization in the State of Alabama. 
I am certain there is none existing about my particular section. 
Question. You are a member of the bar ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you read the i)roccedings of the investigation at Paytona ? 
20 
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Anstcer. No, sir; I think I have heard them repeated on the cars. I never read 
them. 

Qucation. Have there not been for several years allegations of the existence of tho 
Kn-Klux organization in Alabama? 

Answer, I know that a great many people there believe that an organization of that 
sort exists. 

Question. Have yon never felt interest enough in the matter to investigate the alle^^d 
evidence of its existence f 

Answer. Yes, sir, I have made inquiries for it ; I have known others to make inquiries ; 
and I never could find it; I never saw it, and never saw a man who belonged to it. I 
have had as much curiosity about it as anybody else. 

Question. Having made that inquiry, do you give it as the result of your investiga- 
tions in regard to secret political societies of all kinds in Alabama, that you are satis- 
fied of the existence of the Union League, and that there is no evidence to satisfy you 
that this organization popularly known as Ku-Klux ever existed there ? 

Answer. None in that section of the country. 

Qncstion. I mean in tho State at large. 

Answer. I cannot speak for the other parts of the State. 

Question. You can state your belief. 

Answer. Well, I do not believe that it has existed in the State. I say this because I have 
conversed with men from different sections of the State. There may have been mem- 
bers of that organization from other States who came into ours ; but I do not believe 
there ever was a Ku-Klux organization in the State of Alabama. That is my honest 
belief. 

Question. Or a secret political organization known by any name which is responsible 
for these outrages committed by men in disguise? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; or a secret political organization of any kind. I know of no polit- 
ical organization in the State of Alabama, outside of the Loyal League, and the radical 
party, and the democratic council. 

Question. The proceedings of the democratic council are public? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. It conducts the business of the publicly recognized democratic party ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Poland : 
Question. Who was this negro who shot at you ? 

Ansicer. I do not know. I have tried to find out his name. I think it w^as a negro 
who formerly belonged to Chancellor Clark ; but I do not know what his name is. I 
can furnish the committee with his name at any time. 

Question. You say three men told you they saw him ? 

An8ivei\ Yes, sir. 

Question, Did they not know him ? 

Answer. One of them said he did, and the other two did not. 
Question. One of them professed to know what his name was? 
Answer, Y^es, sir ; he professed to know his name. 
Question. And tho others could identify the man? 
Answer, I suppose they could. 

Question. From the information you obtamed, you believe he intended to shoot you ? 

Ansiver. Well, he may have intended it ; I do not know. The information I have got 
about it is this: one of these men said positively that he shot directly at me, and the 
otliers say that they saw him shoct. I am satisfied that he shot in my direction, and 
Bhot toward me ; but I know of no cause why he wanted to shoot me, unless, probably, 
that it might have been owing to the fixct that he supposed I was going to do some- 
thing to the crowd that was speaking on that occasion. 

Question. You understand that the negro who shot was a radical or republican ? 

Answer. I do not know whether he was or not. 

Question. Did you ever attempt to have him jiroseeuted? 

A nswer. No, sir. 

Question. Why not ? 

Ansicer. Well, 1 think he was arrested and put in jail. 
Question. For shooting at you ? 

Answer. For engaging in the riot, I believe, or something of that sort. He was ar- 
rested anyhow, and put in jail by a man named Cockerell. 
Question. Why did you not prosecute him for shooting at you ? 

Answer. Because I was not perfectly satisfied as to tho identity of the negro. I talked 
to the negro myself, and was not satisfied as to his identity. 

By ^Ir. Stevenson : 
Question. He denied it ? 
Answei\ Of course he did. 
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By !Mr. Poland : . 

Question. Tlie reason you did not have him ]irosecuted was tbe difficulty of determin- 
ing the identity of the individual? 

Ani'turr. I am satisfied a negro from that place did it, hut I waa not satisfied as to 
the identity of that particular negro. • 

Qnrsiiou. How could there have l)een any difficulty in determining his identity if 
three men saw him do it ? 

Ait.wcr. Well, sir, I do not know that he was the one. I was not satisfied in my own 
mind about it. 

QuesiioiK If the negro who vshot was the one you suppose — the one who had belonged 
to Chancellor Chirk — did not everybody in your town, black and white, know him? 
^Insiver. I do not know; he. Avas not known to me; 1 did not know him. 
Qnci-tlioti, You did not take any measures to jirosecute him ? 

Ansiver. No. sir, I did not ])rosecute him; his case was presented to the grand jury. 
I did not appear before the grand jury, and they ignored the prosecution. 
Question, Did you bring his case before the grand jury ? 

An.swrr. No, sir, I did not ; it was lirouglit before the grand jury by other parties. 
Qnesdon. Was a (complaint made against him before the grand jury for shooting at 
you ? 

An.snrr. I understood there was. 
Qiufition. Wlio made the complaint ? 
Ansn-er. A man named Luther I). Cockerell. 
Qne<stion. To which party did he ])elong ? 

.ij/^'HV'/'. He had belonged to th<' radical party, but at that particular time he belonged 
to the democratic party. 

Qiie>irHni. lie was the man who you understood made comi)laint before the grand jury 
against tliis negro for shooting at you ? 

^Insn-er. Yes. sir. Tlie complaint was made in this way : in our^ounty parties are 
put in jail on coniidaint made before a magistrate, and are kej^t there to await the de- 
cision of the grand jury. 

QncKtion. Wliat was the complaint against this negro? 

An.snrr, I sn])])ose it was assault aii<l attempt to kill, or attem])t to murder. I never 
saw tlie com]»laiiit in my life ; I never paid tiny att(Mitiou to it. 1 went to sec the negro 
and talk to him about it. I asked liim if he did it, and he denied having any desire 
to do anytliing of the sort. lie said he was n(»t the man. 

(Jnr^iii)n. lie said lie did not slio(»t at all 

^iiisircr. Yes, sir; he said he did not have any pist(d to shoot witli. 

fjncfition. Were you satisfied that that was so, or did you think he was lying aliout it ? 

.Lns'nrr. Well, I was satisiicd of this, and nothing more: I was satisfied that I was 
fired upon by a negio, and I was uncertain as to the id<^utity of this one; I was uncer- 
tain as to his lieing tlie man who did it. Thjit was the position I occupietl, and I did 
not care to prosecute the thing any further. 

liy Mr. Van Tijump: 

QncKfion. Whatever difficulty existed in your mind at that time as to the idcmtity of 
the i)articular negro who fired the shot, yon were satistied it came from the negro 
crowd ? 

,i//.s?frr. I know, sir, that it came from the negro crowd, and I know that my xmnts 
were shot ; I know, also, that it Avas the first pistol that was tired. 
(Jneslion. Are you satisfi(Ml that was the first pistol that was fired ? 
^inswev. It was the first I heard. 

Question. That was just at the moment when you and Governor Parsons and General 
Warner were standing together, and at the very moment when Hays either jumped otf 
the table or was thrown ojf ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; it was just about that time. General Warner was not standing; 
he was sitting in a chaii". 

Question. If Mr. Hays or any other person has sworn that just at that moment vsome 
persons who were stationc^l in the clerk's office commenced a volley of firing from the 
windows of the ofiice at the negroes, over your and Parsous's and Hays's head, he is mis- 
taken, is he not ? 

Answer. If he says that the firing there was commenced before this negro fired, he is 
mistaken. 

Question. If he says that the commencement of the tiring was out of the window of 
the court-house, he is mistaken ? 

Answer. That is a very clear mistake. 

Question. I understand yon to have said that during Governor Parsons's speech you 
put certain cpiestions to him ? 
Answer. Yes, I did. 

Question. Were you there most of the time that he spoke? 
Answer. I was there nearly all the time he was speaking. 
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Qucsiion. Were your questions to the governor put in a respectful way? 
AnsH^er. Yes, sir; Governor Parsons called my name at the time. 
Question. Ho replied to yon respectfully? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I asked liim if he indorsed this man Cloud, and he said, so far as 
the report of the committee was concerned, he did. I said, That is not the question 
I asked yon ; you arc goiu<i: around speaking and advocating .the cause of your party ; 
say whether you indorse the course of Cloud or not." He reidied to me respectfully. 
To ask questions in tdiat way is usual with us down there, and is not considered to be 
discourteous. 

Question, Is it a fact or not that at that time, or about the close of Governor Parson s's 
speaking, there was a general disturbance and hooting at him ? 

Answer. ^VelI, I saw nobody there that had a disposition to treat Governor Parsons 
in any other way than kindly ; certainly not while I was in front of him, and not 
while I was in his presence. After ho went round the court-house and away from 
where I was, I do not know what happened ; but I never even heard that he was 
treated discourteously while he was in town. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. How many men were killed ? 
Answer. None that 1 have ever heard of yet. 

Question. How many died from wounds received on that occasion ? 

Answer. None. I do not believe that any one was seriously wounded, except the man 
who had his thigh broken. I saw him about in four or five weeks after he was hurt. 
The i)hysician that I caused to be sent for attended him. 

Question. Whence came the report that fifty-four men were wounded and three or 
four men died from wounds received on that occasion ? 

Answer. I do not know how that jcame about; I suppose it came from the imagina- 
tion of some people ; I don't know where it came from ; I never could learn of that 
many ; I am satisfiiul that none of them died, and there were none killed ; I know I 
would have heard it if it had been the case. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Did not the account published in the democratic paper give twenty-five or 
thirty as the number who were wounded ? 

Answer. I do not know. I hardly ever read that paper. I was not then a subscriber 
to it, though I am now. 

By Mr, Pool : 
Question. Did ^Mr. Hays fire the first shot? 

Answer. I do not know whether he did or not; I do not think he did; I am pretty 
certain he did not. I think the first shot was fired by a negro from behind. 
Question. Did ^Ir. Hays order the negroes to fire ? 
Answer. 1 never heard him. 
Question. Were yon not standing close by him? 
Answer. I was right close by him. 

Question. Would you have heard him if he had given such an order ? 

Answer. I was standing close by him. It does seem to me I have heard that Hays 
did order the negroes to fire. 

Question. Whence came the report so generally circulated that in the first place Hays . 
fired the first shot, and iu the second place, that he ordered the negroes to fire ? >^ 

Ans^cer. I do not know. 

Question. Was not that published in the democratic paper of that place at the tim^ ? 

An8wei\ I do not know whether it was or not. I know I have heard it said several 
times that Hays fired the first shot, and that he told the negroes to commence firing. 
I have heard all those sort of things. Hays was on a little table. I do not think I 
was more than about two feet from the table, talking to Governor Parsons, and I never 
saw Hays fire a pistol, nor did I hear him make use of any such remarks. ; 

Question. There may bo some reasons why Mr. Hays niight be unpopular with the 
negroes; but do you know of anything, totally disconnected with politics, o^ with the 
present relations of parties in the State, that should make Jklr. Hays particularly ob- 
noxious to the democrats ? 

Answer. I know that Mr. Hays is not a man to be trusted by friend nor foe. I know 
that he has deceived his most intimate friends. I do not think that Hays is a truth- 
ful ujan on hardly any occasion. I do not say this for the purposes of this trial ; but 
I know him; I knew him when we were young men together, and I knew the degree 
of c(mfidence the young men had iu him then. He is a man of no mark — a man of no 
special force of character — no marked character at all. 

Question. Did you hear of the shot that was fired from the window of the circuit 
clerk^s room ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I heard several shots fired ; they were fired from the door. 
Qucsiion. You know where the circuit clerk's window was? 
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A7}m'er. Yes, sir ; I know exactly. I was sitting on the 
those men left. "When the firinu^ had commenced, and after some holding up of pistola 
and firing generally abont in the air, I jumped np and sat on the table jast to see the 
Btampede generally. I was amnsing myself looking at the stampede. 

Qucs'tion. Did yon hear a shot fired from the window of the civcnit clerk ? 

Jjisjcer. Xo, sii", I did not. I suppose you mean just at that time f 

Qiiestinti. .Tnst at the commencement of the affray 1 

Amurr. Xo, sir ; I did not. 

Question. Was the circuit clerk's win<low in front of yon or behind you ? 

Aufiurr. Behind me. Here is the circuit clerks window — two windows (illustrating.) 
The table was in Ix'tween the two windows, and was I sitting on the tal>le with my 
face toward the street. 

Question, When the shot was lired ? 

Anfiwer. Oh, no; when the lirst shot was fired I was standing right by Governor Par- 
sons. 

(Jucstiou. At that moment, when the first shot was tired, was the circuit clerk's win- 
dow in front of you or hrhind yon? 

Ausu-er. One of the windows was to my right ; the other window was, you might 
call it, diagonally behind me. 

(Jue^iiou. Were you facing the crowd ? 

Ausmr, No, sir; my h'ft side was toward the crowd of negroes. 
(Jiufiiion. The court-house was to your right ? 
AnnuT)'. Yes, sir. 

Quvf<fion. And the crowd of negroes to your left ? 
A)ifin'ei\ Yes, sir. 

Qucsfion. And the stand was to your front ? 

Ajhsircr, Xo ; the stand where Hays was was about two feet from me, and my hack 
was to it : and the negroes were around behind, extending up to the door of the court- 
house. 

QiHsiion. Then the stand was at your back, and distant about two feet from yon ? 
Auxmr. Yon call the tal)le, the stand Yes, sir; it was right at my back. I was a 
little in advance of the stand t<»wanl the negro crowd. 
Qne'<finu. Ihit your back was to the stand ? 

A)isir(r. Yes, sir; my back was to the stand, and my ba(dv to Ilays when he was on 
th(^ stand. 

()u(s{}ou. You w<'re about two feet from the stand f 

Anaurr. Yes, sir: abont two feet from tlie table they were sjK'aking from. 
<Jucst}ou. You heard distin<'tly the report of the pistcd; do yon know from what di- 
rection it cauu> ? 

^liisnrr. Xo, sir; exc(^pt that I knew it came from bch'ind, an<l I knew very well that 
it did not come out of the court-house. I knew it came from the crowd of negroes who 
were collected in a row close })y fhe door — ;iust this side of the door of the court-house. 
They w<'re thick all around there 1 was satislied that it came from there, not out of 
the court-house. I speak of the hrst shot. 

QncHiion. Did the first shot c(mie from beyond the table? 

An.swer. Yes, sir; it came from beyond the table from me. 

Question. In your rear ? 

Auswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where did it strike ? 

AuHwer. It struck just about two inches below the crotch of my breeches ; I .suppose 
a])out three in(dies. 

Question. IJetween your legs ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; it went lietween my legs. 

Question. Then it must have conu^ directly from }>ehind ? 

AnsH-er. It came from behind ; the bullet hole showed so in the pants so far as we 
could ascei-tain; and I know it came ii-om behind because I was in no other position 
that day when I could have received a shot. 

Question. Then it nuist have passed under the table, or over the table ? 

^inswer. Xo. sir; it neod iu)t hiwe done either. I was a little to the left of the table, 
about two' feet from the table, a little beyond it, between the table and the crowd of 
negroes, two feet in advance^ of the table toward Governor Parsons, andabout a foot and 
a half or two feet tp the left of tlie tal>le, toward the crowd. 

Question. I understood you to say that the table wjis directly behind you ? 

Answer. It was behind me, but not directly behind me; it was behind me so far as 
seeing Hays's nianeuvers was concerned. 

(Juestion. The fact that you were struck became known to you after the matter was 
all over ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I did not know that I was struck until I had walked across the 
street and gotten over near my othce. 

(Ju'estion. How do you know^ then, that you were struck on the first fire ! 
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Answer. That was tbo only firing that I was in range of; and the only one that could 
possibly have done it was the first fire. I do not know of any other that could have 
done it. I was in no x)osition where I could have been hit afterward, or at any time 
before. 

Question. As soon as this firing was made was there a rush into the court-house on 
the part of a company of white men who were there ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I did not hear of it. There were a good many people in the court- 
house door ; and a good many came to the door soon after this firing was commenced. 
The negroes were all round the court-house door, very thick. 

Question. How long a time was there between the firing of the first shot, and the 
general firing from the court-house windows ? 

Answer. Not long. 

Question. Was there general firing from the court-house windows ? 
Answer. There was firing from the court-house door; I did not notice any from the 
windows. 

Question. How many shots were fired from the court-house door ? 

Answer. A good many — I reckon eighteen or twenty. I saw men holding up their 
hands and firing into the air. They were shooting over the heads of the negroes, and 
hooting and hallooing as I thought, just to see the stampede. I had no idea anybody 
-was being shot. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. There was hallooing? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. .Pool : 
Question. Did you see any negroes fall? 

Answei'. Yes, sir ; at every firing that was made about a dozen fell ; J knew that all 
of them could not be struck ; the yard was full of them. 
Question. How many shots were fired altogether? 

Answer. 1 cannot make any estimate. I reckon about fifty or sixty right there at 
that time. The negroes w^ent down town afterward, and there was shooting at the 
railroad depot, or at least coming up the street from the railroad. 

Question. Shooting by whom ? 

Answer. Well, the negroes, after they had fired hack, left and went on down to the 
depot. 

Question, How far from the court-house ? 

Answer. About half a mile. When tlw^.y got down there, they rallied and they came 
hack under the charge of a yellow boy riding on horseback. Down there I heard some 
more firing ; I heard a great deal of firing down there. Just about that time the Fede- 
ral troops arrived ; and they went down Prairie street. 

Question. Was anybody hurt down at the depot ? 

Answer. No, sir ; nobody that I know of. I heard several pistols fired down there. 
The negroes rallied to the number of about two hundred, and came up the street. 

Question. Is there among the white men in Greene County any effort or understand- 
ing by any means to intimidate the negroes and keep them from voting the republican 
ti^jket ? 

Answer. None in the world that I know of; and I do not think there is any. I have 
not seen anything of it. 

Question. Have you heard any arrangements of that sort talked of? 

Answer. No, sir ; I have never heard of such arrangements. I know that it is not so 
so far as the last election is concerned. 

Question. In any election ? 

Answer. I have never heard of it in any other election, because we have never taken 
any active part in any election until the last; scarcely any. 

Question. Then you do not know of any purpose or understanding on the part of 
anybody to intiip.idate negroes, and prevent tliera from voting the republican ticket ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I have known persons to persuade them, and beg them not to do it — 
talking to them reasonably. 

(Question. How many cases of whippings of negroes have you heard of within the last 
few years ? 

Answer. I do not know; I cannot answer that question. I have heard of them, but 
I do not recollect a single one. I have heard of several being whipjied. 
Question. As many as ten ? 

Answer. I do not know; I have heard of several being whipped. I thought I could 
call the names of several, but I cannot. 

Question. Have you heard of negroes being whipped by men in disguise at night? 

Answer. No, sir; I never heard of but two disguised operations in the county in my 
life ; those were the hanging of a man named Sam Colvin, and the killing of Boyd. 
There may have been other cases. I have heard of several cases of parties coming to 
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houses and wliipping uegroes. I tlionght I could mention some of the. names, but I 
cannot. 

QiUfition. You say the negroes in Greene County now belong to the democratic 
party f 

Ansirer, I say they voted the democratic ticket the last time, and I believe they will 
again ; for I iuive heard a great many of them express themselves. 
QucHtiou. Do yon believe tliey will vote the democratic ticket freely? 
JuHircr. Certainly. 

Qiu'niloiL Of their own will and accord ? 

Ansin r. I know they do ; 1 know they did at the last election we held there. The 
Fedeial troops were within al^ont forty yards of the polls, with their arms buckled on, 
and with stacked bayonets. The oilicer was there, and, according to the rules and 
leoulations of our election laws, no one was allowed to go within twenty feet of the 
polls cxcei)t tho men who vott (1 and the guard. The negroes walked up and put their 
tickets in, and they were counted; and the vote of the county was connted out 
democratic. I know of another little incident : About three uHmths after that. I heard 
it rung about in the ])ap('rs, that Gremc and Sumter Cmnities had been carried by 
fraud, viuhMice. iutiuiidal ion, and all that S(U't of thing. I was ])ersuaded by my friends 
to come out for the ofiiee of mayor of the town of Euiaw. I am looked upon as a pretty 
extreme democrat there. I di«l so. About twcnty-iive or thirty of my best friends were 
then absent in Mobile. I used no undue intluence; in fact 1 had nobody to <'leethmcer 
form<'; and t hat oflice had gone f(U' the radical ]>arty by over three hundred. Iran 
againsi Mr. Sanmcl W. Cockercll, the Ix^st and most rcsijcctable member of his party 
in that county — a goo«l man so far as I knt)w — and I ])eat him three to one. My object 
in running was sim])ly to convince the jx'Ojdc that the n(\grocs there had actually 
te.rncd tleniocratic. We ran on party measnrt^s .aud party issues. That is a little cir- 
cumstauce 1 mention for the ])uri)Osc of showing that 1 believe the negroes there have 
been trul> convinced that the (h mocratic ])arty is the party that they ought to be 
attached to. There are divers reasons 1 could give for it. 

O^cslunL Do you speak of the counties of (ireene and Sumter ? 

AiiSH (i\ i canu«»t speak so much for Sumter as 1 can for Greem^ ; but I l)elieve it is 
the same in Simiter. 

(JacMiou. Is the case generally the same all over the State of Alabama ? 

^Insircr. Vv'cll, sir, it is all over the State, wherever the democratic party is organized 
and gets jn'opci- men to tal;e charge of them. 

(Jui'.s-dou, \ou uu*an take charge of the negroes ? 

^l)i^n'<)\ \('s, sir; ])y taking i ltarge,*' I mean i)ei-sua(ling them and asking Hkmu to 
vote. pro]uM ]y, and telling them what they ought to do. They havereceived a<lvice from 
divers }!artii's for a long time, until they have found out that they have been (hnMuviMl ; 
Ihcy tell me so; and that they aie going hereafter with their old masters — their old 
friends ami <i](l ])Iaynuites. That is the sentiment that i)ervades the negroes in Greene 
County. 1 have talked to all of them ; I have made s])ceches to tluau. 

(jKft^iioii. W'lr,\t do \ou white uicn of Greene County think of the reconstruction 
])olicy of Congress ; do you favor it f 

AKHirtr. Well, sir, I cannot say that we favor it. We have no opposition to it. The 
])(M)]»]e of (Jrecne County, so far as the democrats are concerned, accept almost every- 
thing. Tlmy (h) not object to it. They swear by the eonstituti(m that was imposed 
upon tin ni by Congress sonie time ago : they take all the laws as they are passed, and 
there is no dis))(»sition on tlieir })art to violat(> any of them ; I cannot say that they 
i'av(U- them. They abide by them, and they an^ willing to adhere to th(3m ; and so 
far as they are concerned, they eniorce them as laws of the country. 

(Jiic.stioiK Is it not your i)uri)ose to do all that you can to have some features of the 
congressional jiolicy chang<Hl ; for instance, the jU'ovision allowing negroes to sit upon 
juries, the universal voting of the negroes, and their holding ofiiee; 1 mean hy legal 
means ? 

Ausivtr. Well, sir, it is not the sentiment of the democratic party of Gre<me County 
to ever distin h the ]M)litieal frauchise that is allowed to negroes; I mean the right of 
voting that is given to them, or their right to sit upon juries, or to hinder them in any 
way from Ix'ing icgular citizens of the United States. Xoljody there, that 1 know of, 
is disposed to ( hangc any feature of the laws in that res*peet. It has been said (and it 
has had a great deal of inlluence upon the negroes) that the object and pur])ose of the 
democratic party was to put the negroes -back into slavery, and all that. ] do not be- 
lieve that there is a man in that section of the country v/ho would do it if he had the 
power to do it to-day. That is not the object of the democratic party of that section 
of the country ; it is not undt^rstood to be. 

(^)ui'Hlion. You said that Mr. jio^yd had been active in prosecuting some ofleudcrs, and 
had said that he knew the mimes of i^arties who had committed outrages; were those 
outi-ages connnitted by men in disguise ? 

An^^wir. Not that I know of, except this: in the case of Sam Colvin, that I spoke of, 
Mr. lioyd said, as I understood — 1 never heard him say so 
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Question. I want to know more particularly the nature of the cases. What were the 
charges agaiust the parties wliom he was prosecuting ? 

Ansiver. He was not prosecuting any one. He intended to prosecute. He said he 
would keep the grand jury in session six months unless he got a bill against them. 

Question. Wliat were those parties charged with ? 

Answa\ They were charged with the murder of a man named Sam Colvin. 
Question. A colored man ? 
Ansivcr. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were they alleged to be in disguise ? 

Answer Yes, sir ; they were alleged to be in disguise when they hung him. 

Question. There was another case in which there was a hat found. What was the 
charge against the party to whom the hat was supposed to have belonged ? 

Answer, I do not know that I saw tbe hat myself; but I heard Boyd say, in the pres- 
ence of half a dozen persons, " I have a hat that belongs to one of the marauders ; and 
he thinks I do not know whose hat it is." 

Question. Were they in disguise ? 

Answer. I do not know. He made no charge as to who they were. That is all he 
said. I do not know whose hat it was or where it came from. 

Question. Was not the activity of Mr. Boyd directed against these raids by masked 
men ? Was not that what he had set his face against, and what he had avowed his 
determination to prosecute and expose ? 

Ansu-er. Well, sir, he was the attorney of the county, and it was his business to pros- 
ecute these men, and he ought to have done it if he did not. I only give these in- 
stances of his having used these expressions in public as tending to show what might 
or might not have caused his death. 

Question. I do not ask about tendencies ; I ask whetlier the fact was not that he was 
Iheu actively engaged, and avowed his purpose to continue engaged, in the work of 
exposing these disguised men who had been committing depredations in the vicinity ? 

Answei'. Well, sir, he made these remarks I state; you can draw your own inferences 
as to the parties he was after. I do not know particularly that they were disguised men 
any more than any other men. He was after other parties, I suppose; at least he ought 
to have been. I cannot say that his attention was called particularly to disguised men 
or to other parties. 

Question. I understood you to attribute his killing to those open expressions of his 
and to his activity against offenses committed by disguised men ? 

Answer. I did not attribute it to anything; I only stated what facts I knew in regard 
to it, in order that you might draw your inferences. I do not know what Boyd's kill- 
ing arose from. I do not know whether it arose fi'om the fact that he had been the 
murderer of young Brown, and that -some of young Brown's friends did it ; or I do not 
know that it arose from the fact that he was active in the prosecution of these men ; 
I do not know what causes it arose from. I state all these facts in order that you may 
draw your own inferences. 

Question. Was it not a fact that the court was in session at the time he was killed ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not believe it was. 

Question. Was it not court, week ? 

Answer. Oh, no ; I reckon not. He was killed on the 31st day of March. 

Question. Was your court in session at that time f 

Answer. No^ sir^ I do not think it was. I am satisfied it was not. 

By Mr. Blair : ^ 
Question. When does yonr court sit ? 
Answer. Our court sits in May. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. Was any grand jury in session at that time ? 
Answer. Oh, no, sir ; the grand jury only sits when the court is in session. 
Question. What did Boyd mean by talking about keeping the grand jury in session ^ 
six months ? 

Answer. He could not do that. Wo only have a term of the circuit court there in our 
' county for two weeks at a tirffe, and he could not keep the grand jury in session any 
more than two weeks. That was an ad captanduvi expression of his. 
Question. I supposed you might have some i>eculiar law on the subject. 
Answei'. No, sir; wo have none. 

Question. Then his threat was that, at the next succeeding term of the court, he meant 
to do all tliese things ? 

Answer. Well, sir, ho meant to feiTet them out, I suppose. I never heard those 
threats myself. 

Question. At the next succeeding term of the court there was to be a grand jury ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; at every term of the court there is a grand jury. 
Question. Boyd was killed then about a month before your regular session ? 
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Answer. Yes, sir; be was killed about tbe 1st of April, and onr court sits in Marj. 

Question. Do yon know wbetber Boyd bad bronglit many witnesses before bi'm, re- 
duced tbeir statements to writing, and gone into an investigation, preparatory to a 
prosecution at tbe succeeding term f 

Answer. Xo, sir; I do not. I do not see bow be could bave doue it. He may bavo 
summoned tbem before tbe grand juiy. He bad no rigbt to call witnesses, unless be 
called tbem as prosecuting attorney before tbe grand jury. 

Question. Migbt be not bave brougbt tbem before bim in bis office and privately 
taken tbeir statements ? 

Ajiswer. I know notbing in tbe world about tbat; be may bave done it. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. You bave been asked wby tbe exaggerated r(?port tbat at tbe Eutaw riot 
tbree men were killed and fifty-four wounded was circulated afterward over tbe coun- 
try. I will ask you wbetber or not it was understood by tbe deuu)eratie party gener- 
rally tbat tbe report was circulated in an exaggerated form for tbe pnr[»ns(> of exciting 
tbe negroes against tbe democratic ])arty and getting tbeir votes against tbat party I 

Answiv. I do not know for wliat reasi)n tbat re])ort was circulated. I bave beard 
tbat sometbing to tbat effect was i)ublisbed in a democratic paper; I *do not know 
wbetber it was or not. 

(^)uf stioit. I am not asking for your own knowledge. I ask wbetber you understood 
tbat sue! I was tbe fact ? ' 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it was generally understood about tbere tbat it was a fact tbat a 
number of tbem were killed and great numbers of tbem wounded; and tbat rex)ort 
was ])ut out tbere and circulated largely. 

Question. Vov wbat purjiose, as you uiulerstood, was it so circulated? 

Answer. I do not know for wbat purjjoso ; but we understood it was publisbed in all 
tbe radical pa})ers in tbe Stat(% and a big fuss made over it. I do not know wbat was 
tbe cansi' of it ; but 1 supp()S(; it was to bave some efi'ect (m some of tbeir doings. 

Question. One word about Boyd's activity in carrying on prosecutions: ^noddy bad 
been killed before ? 

Answer. Yes. sir. 

Question. Snoddy was a wbite man ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Some negroes bad been tried and sent to jail as tbe parties wbo bad killed 
bim ? 

.Inswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And tlieymade tbeir escai»e ? 
Answer. Y<\s, sir. 

Question. Had or bad not Bovd failed to prosecute tbo negroes wbo bad killed 
Suoddy ? 

^inswrr. He bad failed. He did not do it. 

Quesiinn. But wben Colvin, tlie man vrbo was sujiposed to bave been implicated in 
killing Snoddy, was killed, Boyd was very active and made tbese declarations in respect 
to arresting parties? 

^Inswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. AVas it generally believed in your community tbat, because of Boyd's failure 
to luoseeute tbe nnirderers of Snoddy, and bis extreme activity to implicate parties in 
tbe killing of Colvin, some parties, eitber kinsmen of Brown, or imjdicated in tbe kill- 
ing of Snoddy, killed Boyd from private motives ? 

Answer. I believe, myself, tbat tbat probably migbt bave been tbe case. 

Question. AVas Boyd killed because of bis politics in any way? 

^Insu'er. Xo, sir; 1 do not tbink be was, because lu" bad no particular politics tbat I 
knew of. Ib^ was not by any means a dangerous man in politics. 

Question. Inqniry bas been mad<^ about intimidation. Have negroes seeking to vote 
tbe democratic ticket ever been intimidated hy tbe loyal leagues or by otber negroes f 
State wbat you know on tbat subject. 

^Inswer. During tbe tiuu> wben we were voting on our constitution we tried on several 
occasions to prevent tbe negroes from voting, and we tried to get tbose wbo did vote to 
vote against the ado]ition of tbe constitution; and tbe Loyal Leagu<^ and tbose con- 
nected with it did intimidate tbos(^ wbo were desirious to vote witb tbe democratic 
party at tbat time. Tbey were tbreatened ; Ibey were fined; tbey were supposed to 
bave been taken otf privately and sometimes wbipped by tbeir conn'a<les, for voting 
tbe deujocratic ticket. 

Question. According to your knowledge or information, was it generally tbe practice 
for tbe negroes and tbe loyal leagues to intimidate, tbreaten, and even jnun'sb demo- 
cratic negroes ? 

Answer. lam perfectly satisfied tbat tbe Loyal League maintained its ascendency 
down tbere for so long a time, from tbe simple reason of its intimidation and tbreats 
over negroes wbo were at first induced to join tbem. As soon as tbey could get out of 
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it — as soon as they learned that they could violate the oath they took in joiuinj? it, 
without beinor thrashed, or fined by the;r comrades— they broke up the league. 

Question, Were inducements held out to ne<,^roes to vote the republican ticket, by 
promises of land, mules, and other things? State what you know ou that subject ? 

Answer. I know that all sorts of inducements were brought to bear upon the negroes 
to compel them to join the radical party. 

Question. State anything you know in regard to promises of laud and mules. 

Answer. I cau tell you from what I know and have seen myself, and also from what 
negroes have told me, that they have been promised lauds and mules — forty acres of 
land and a mule — on divers occasions. Manj^ an old negro has come to me and asked 
me about that thiug. I cau illustrate it by one little thing that I saw on a visit once 
to Gainesville, Sumter County. At a barbacue there I saw a man who was making a 
speech to the negroes, telling them what good he had done for them ; that he had 
been to Washington City and had procured from one of the Departments here certain 
pegs. I saw the pegs. He had about two dozen on his arm ; they were painted red and 
blue. He said that those pegs he had obtained from here at a great expense to himself; 
that they had been made by the Government for the purpose of staking out the negroes' 
forty acres. Jle told the negroes that all he wanted was to have the expenses i^aid to 
him, which was about a dollar a peg. He told them that they could stick one peg down 
at a corner, then walk so far one way and stick another down, then walk so far another 
way and stick another down, till they had got the four pegs down ; and that, when the 
four pegs were down, the negroes' forty acres would be included in that area; and all 
he had to say to them was, that they could stick those pegs anywhere they pleased — 
on anybody's land they wanted to, but not to interfere with each other; and he would 
advise them, iii selecting the forty acres, to take half woodland and half clear ; that 
nobody would dare to interfere with those pegs. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. What was the man's name ? 

Answer. I do not know his name. This was some time ago. It has not been within 
the last two years. He was there when the Government was collecting the confeder- 
ate cotton in Gainesville. He was not a citizen of our county. . 

By Mr, Van Trump: 
Question. What effect would that have on the negroes ? 

Answer. Well, sir, the negroes bought the pegs, and he made about two or three hun- 
dred dollars, I suppose, in less than two hours. I am satisfied of this, for I saw the 
negroes buying from him ; and the negroes were seen afterward knocking about there 
with these pegs. 

By Mr. Coburn : 
Question. Did any of them set up their pegs? 
Aiisicer. I do not know whether thej^ did or not. 
Question. Did you hear whether that peg business was kept up long ? 
Answer. They did not keep it up long. I just give that as one little instance for the 
purpose of showing how easily the negroes were duped. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Was that a political meeting? 

Answ^. No, sir ; it was a barbecue ; it was not a political meeting. This man was 
showing otF on his own responsibility, I suppose. 

By ^Ir. Beck : 
Question. He was not an Alabama man ? 

Answer. No, sir ; he was a man from up here somewhere. I cite that case for the pur- 
pose of showing the means that were resorted to to seduce and cajole that class of 
people. 

Question. Have you heard the fact stated by quite a number of negroes that the ne- 
gro*»s did vote the republican ticket with that sort of promises made to them as induce- 
ments to do it? 

Answer. Well, I am satisfied that they voted the republican ticket from no other rea- 
son than because they could not understand the political issues of the day at that time. 
Men would take them in their loyal leagues, and would poison their minds against 
their old masters and their old friends by telling them all sorts of talcs. 

Question. My question is simply whether you have heard negroes say that they were 
promised lands and mules ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I have. 

Question. Have you over been present at any speaking where you have heard white 
men tell them so ? 

Answer. Well, sir, wo are not in the habit of going to their speakings. I do not be- 
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lievo that I ever was at any speaking where that direct statement has been made. 
Most of their speaki^ig was done formerly at night in their Leagues. 

QncsUo7L The disguises which on two occasions, as you understand, were assumed iu 
the county of Greene for the purpose of doing wrong, have been assumed, as you un- 
derstand, not as a part of any organization extending beyond that particuhir act, but 
for the purpose of disguising the perpetrators of that individual outrage ; is that the 
way you understand it ? 

Ansirer. That is the way I imderstand it to be. I do not understand it to be any 
organization of that sort. It must be in that way. 

(Jiu'stiou. Those disguises have been assumed by parties as the means of concealing 
theuLselves from detection ^ 

Aihsivcr. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you any idea that, if those men could be caught, they could escape 
l)unishment by reasim of any public s(?ntiment favoring sueh proceedings 
Aihiwer. If they could be caught they would be punished; I know they would. 

By the Chairman: 

Qncsilon. I understood from you that a number of persons cliarg^Kl with participation 
in the riot at I'utaAV are under indictment in the United vStates court at Mobile 1 
A)isH-cr. Yes, sir. 

Qutiii(0}i. IIa^'e any indictments oi* charges been n^ade against any negroes, either in 
the State courts ov Unite<l States courts, lor taking ])art in the liot on that occasion? 

^hi.sirc)'. I do not think there have; I do not know that there have. 

(Jufsiioti. Tlirowing out of consideration the question who is responsible for that riot 
or who ought b> be convicted, do you believe that, if the negroes are responsible, there 
can be a fair trial against thi'in, either in the State courts or the United States courts ? 
On the supposition that they ar(^ indieted in either the State or United States courts, 
can they be tried there, and if guilty convicted, or if innocent acquitted? 

^Iti.sircr. Yes, sir, certainly they can. I know that, if anything, our courts. there are 
more lenient toward negroes than they are toward white men. I never have seen the 
time yet that they did not have a ])eiiertly fair trial. 

(jKcstion. If, on th(^ other hand, the i)ersons are indicted in the United States courts, 
do you b(>lieve that the law can be executed — that they can be convicted if guilty, and. 
acquitted if iiniocent '! 

AU'Sircr. The United States court sits in ^Mobile ; and the law is bound to be carried 
out. 

(^lu'st'wn. Then, in any point of view, whichever side may be in the wrong, you be- 
lieve the laws now in existence atford adequate means for convicting the guilty and 
acquitting the innocent ? 

An^irei\ I do; that is exactly what I mean. 

Qnt^ilion. And yon do not think that any further legislation is necessary to secure 
that end as against olfenses of this sort ? 

.litsinr. I {im satistied that no further congressional legislation is necessary to cany 
our those ends. 

(Jiii.'iifait. You say that the negroes do not or cannot understand the issues which are 
presented in tli(^ political canvass now f 

Ati^inr. I did not say now; I said at the time I spoke of. Probably now they may 
understand the issues, not pi^rfectly, but better than they did formerly. 

()nfiiUon. You said they did not understand them at the time you spoke of? 

Aihstrvt. Xo, sir; they w^ere the dupes of everybody Avho undertook to deceive and 
cajole them. 

QiKsiioit. Did not the negro understand that in the contest of the last few years with 
refercMiee to his freedom, the republican party had advocated his emancipation and his 
fn^edom, and that the dejuocratic party had opposed it ? 

A u>^im\ That is exactly what they understood — that they were freed by the radical 
party. 

<)fUH{}on. They understood that ? 

An.^Hrr. Tliat was the only idea they had in the world. 

(Jinst'ioii. Then, when it came to the question (^f securing them their civil rights in 
the courts to the same extent they are enjoyed l)y white i)eisons, did they not ituder- 
stand that their enjoyment of civil rights had been advocated by the radical party and 
opi>os(Ml by the demoeraric pai ty ? 

Aufiwer. Their rights befoiY^ the courts? 
elation. Yes, sir. 

AusH'er. Xo, sir, the negro has always had, even when a slave 

QHCiliou. I am not asking as to the fact whether they had any civil rights or not ; 
but did they not understand that, with reference to eojitVri ing u\)on them additional 
civil rights iu the courts, the democratic party had opi)Osed the conferring of those 
rights, and the radical party had favored it ? 

Anmnr, They were taught to believe that the radical party had conferred upon thciu 
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tho right of voting and thft light to be educated like other people, and they wre alsa 
taught that tho democratic party was inimical to those things. They were falsely 
taught that the object and purpose of the democratic party was to put them back into 
slavery. 

Question. Did they not understand the fact that the radical party had advocated the 
conferring of civil rights upon them, and that the democratic party had oi)posed it? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir; they understood tl)at; those were about the only propositions they 
did uuderstand ; that is, they were taught to believe them, but they did not understand 
how or in what manner it liad been done. 

Question, Did they not understand that when the fourteenth amendment was pro- 
posed, the republican party advocated a restriction upon representation unless suffrage 
was conferred upon the negro, and that the democratic party for that reason opposed 
the adoption of that amendment ? 

Ansurr. I do not believe they ever went further than I have said. I am satisfied 
that they do not now understand what is the fourteenth amendment, and what is tho 
fifteenth. They may have heard of the matter, but they do not know what it means. 

Qiiesiion. Ybii think, then, that as to the fifteenth amendment they do not uuderstand 
that the democratic party opposed it, and the republican party advocated it ? 

Answer. I do not think they understood those amendments. They had a general idea 
that the radical party freed them, gave them the right to acquire an education, and the 
right to vote; and that is just about as far as they could comprehend the politics of 
the day. 

Question. Is their change from one party to another in Sumter and Greene Counties, 
because they have become convinced that that was a mistake ? 

Answer. They have changed because they have been convinced that there were 
promises and other things which have not been carried out, and that the democratic 
party does not deny them any of those rights. They are satisfied that the democratic 
party does not deny any of those rights to them now, nor desire to cut short any of 
those rights. 

Question. You think that they remain of the opinion that the democratic party as a 
party was in favor of continuing tbem in slavery, and the republican party took the 
opposite ground, and yet, notwithstanding this, they have gone over to the democratic 
party on account of these promises which you say have not been carried out ? 

Answer. No, sir ; my belief is that they are satisfied they were mistaken in the repre- 
sentations that were made to them that the democratic party intended to reeuslavo 
them. We have sworn to them hundreds of times that we never intended any such 
thing, and that the democratic party advocates now, and desires, that they shall be 
educated, and does not desire to take from them the right of voting. 

Question. 1 understood you to say that you have never heard any republican on tho 
stand, at a political meeting there, make promises of the kind to which you have 
referred. 

Answer, No, sir; I never have; I never have heard one on the stand, except this fel- , 
low with the pegs ; and I mention him simply for the purpose of illustrating the idea. 

Question. He, you understood, w^as a man who was mating money out of a side show 
at a barbecue ? 

Answer. Not a show, it was a set speech. 

Question. There was nothing political connected with it ? 

Anstcer. No, sir. 

By Mr. Poland : ^ 
Question. When was that barbecue? 

Ansicer, About the first part of 1866, or tho latter part of 1865. As nearly as I can 
make it out, it was when the Government jvas collecting the confederate cotton. 

Question. If it was in 1866, it was under tho fgovernment established by President 
Johnson, was it not ? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Quesdon, You had no government under the reconstruction acts until 1868 ? ^ 
Answer. Yes, sir, in 1868. 

Question. Then it w^s before the reconstruction acts ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, I believe it was. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. You have stated, in reply to a question of tho chairman, that while a num- 
ber of white men have been indicted for this riot at Eutaw, no negro has been indicted. 
Answer. None that I know of. 

Question. Does not that arise from the fact that it is impossible to identify individu- 
ally the negroes who were concerned in that affair ? 
Answer. 1 think it does. 

Question. You found it impossible to identify tho negro who shot at you?* 
Answer. Yes, sir ; those who have mixed in 'crowds with negroes know that it is tho 
hardest thing in the world to identify negroes. 
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Qiiesiion. Id a mixed crowd of furious negroes, firing, it would be impossible to iden- 
tify the individual who fired any xiarticular shot ? 
Answer. It would be very hard to do it. 

Qnestio}!. that the reason why no indictments have been found against negroes? 
Juiiu vr. 1 do not know that that is the reason. 
QueslioH. Would not that be a snliieient reason? 
Answer. That would be a sufficient reason. 

By ]Mr. Blair : 

Que-siion. Who moved in this affair to procure the indictments against the white 
rioters ? • 

Anmrr. Well, we hnew nothing in the world about it— at least I did not— until the 
United States marshal came up there to arrest certain parties. The indictments were 
found by the United States grand jury, which sat in JSlobile, some two hundred nnles 
from us; and tlie lirst intimation we had of it was when these indictments came uj) 
there, exc<'])t in this one particular: this n)an Sam l^rown, who was there, swore to a 
waiTant, and had the ])arties taken down, in the lirst instance, to Denu)i>olis, and there 
tried befor(i a United States connnissioner. 

Quesiion. Is it not understood that the indictments were procured by radicals? 

AihiUTr. Yes, sir ; tliere is no doubt about that. I will tell you the Avay some of them 
started. This man, Sam Brown, a radical, nuid(^ an atfidaA'it before tlx* Unit<Hl Stat(\s 
commissioner at Dcmopolis, about twenty-eight miles from Entaw,and had the i)arties 
carried down tlier(\ Brown left, and the cause Avas continued before the United States 
commissiom^r on account of the absence of witnesses. These jjarties were then put 
under a bend of .^•^,000 to appear at ^^lobile on a certain day to l>e tried. 

Qnesfion. Does not the fact that this i)rosecntion was instigated by that part}' ac- 
count snfficiently for th<' arrest of the Avhite men ? 

Aii.^wvr. ^'es, sir ; that acconnts for th(^ arn'st of th(^ white men. I am an attorney 
in the (h^ft-nsf^, and I know what the defense is; and I do not see any reason why the 
parties should be indicted. 

By Mr. Stwvensox : 
QiUHfiov. l\{)w many white men were engaged in that riot ? 

An.^Wir. I do not know\ There wei'c i)rol)ably about one hundred and fifty v/Iiito 
* men in town tliat day ; there were three or four drunk. I do not know how nuiny 
were <mgaged in the riot. 

Que.siiou. llow nnniy did yon see firing? 

Aiifiwer, Well, 1 didn't see any particular man firing. I heard, as I stated before, 
about forty or tifty shots. 

By Mr. Van Tjiump: 
Qmstion. llow many negroes were there ? 
Ahhwcv. Between 1,000 and 1,500. 

By ]\Ir. St]:vexsox : 
Quexfion. How many white men did yon see engaged in the riot f 
Ausiver. Well, I did not see any white men engaged in it — not one. 
Question. Did you not see any white man lire a pistol ? 

.Inswer. 1 saw white men standing in the court-house door shooting up ; but I never 
saw any white man shoot at a negro ; and I did not suppose any of them were doing 
it till aft<"r the thing was all ov<'r. 

(Juesliofi, Whom did you see shooting ]ustols ? 

^liiswcr. I do not recollect any one. I was sitting on the table ; and I do not recol- 
lect seeing 'a single man shoot or fire a pistol that day. 

Question. You do \\ot recollect seeing anybody shoot a pistol? 

uliiiiwer. Xo, sir; I do not recollect seeing a single man shoot a pistol that day. 

Question. Do you mean to say that yon did not se(^ anybody shoot a pistol that day ? 

Answer. I saw, sometimes, arms sticking out of the door and firing from the door. 

Question. Whom did you see standing in the door when you saw pistols fired from 
there ? 

Answer. 1 only saw arms sticking out. I was sitting on a table looking sideways. 
AVhile the shooting was going on, my attention was most i>articuhuiy directed to see- 
ing the negroes run. 

Question. And in the whole of that afi:air you cannot say you saw a single man fire? 
Answer. No, sir, I cannot. 

Question. Did you say you wei^e president of the democratic meeting held on the 
other side of the court-house ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I said I was i>resent at that meeting. 
Question. What was your ]>ositiou in the democratic party ? 

Ansirer. 1 am secretary of the central council of the democratic party of that county 
Question. Yon had been present at the democratic meeting ? 
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Ansicer, Yes, sir, I had been at the democratic meeting, and some gentleman was 
speaking at the time. 

Question, Yon liad noticed the crowd of democrats present ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Qnesiion, I nuderstood yon to say that, so far as yon observed, no strangers were 
there from other counties or States f 

Answer. There may have been strangers there, but I did not see them ; I did not 
notice them ; there may have been several there, but I did not see them. 

Question. I understood yon to say that most of the murderers of Boyd, the body of 
the crowd, were traced to Pickens County ; did yon say that ? ^ ^ 

Answer. No, sir ; I said that the grand jury of Greene County made a report to that 
effect. 

Question. What did the grand jury find as to the remainder of the crowd ? 

Answer. The report of the grand jury was published; I say the grand jury traced 

them 

Question. All? 

Answer. I do not know whether it "was all, or half, or one-third ; but the report of 
the grand jury was that they traced them to Moore's Bridge, which crosses the Sipsy 
River, leading into Pickens County. 

Question. Did the report of the grand jury convey the impression that they all went 
there, or only a part of them ? 

Answer. My impression from the report of the grand jury was, that they all went 
there ; that none of them belonged to Greene County. 

Question. You say that you defended old Sam Colvin ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir, I defended him in regard to his complicity in killing young 
Snoddy. 

Question. What is your impression as to where the men who hung old man Colvin 
came from ? 
Amwer. I do not know where they came from. 

Question. Is there any impression that they came from Pickens County ? 

Answer. Not that I know of; I never have heard where they came from ; I only 
heard the old man was killed by disguised men. 

Question. And Boyd was threatening to prosecute those men, and said he knew some 
of them. 

Ansioer. Yes, sir ; as I understood, Boyd said he had no doubt who some of them were, 
and that he intended to hold the grand jury in session six months, unless he had some 
of them indicted. 

Question. And it was while he was talking in that way that he was visited and lulled ? 
Answer. Not while he was talking. 
Question. I mean about that time ? 

Anmcer. These things are attributed as causes of his having come to his death. 

Question. It was during the time he was generally talking in this way, or shortly • 
afterward, that he was killed ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; it is supposed that those declarations made in public had something 
to do with it. 

Question. Was it soon after he had made them ? 

Answer. It was afterward. 

Question. Soon after? 

Ansicer. It was a short time after ; that is, it was reported to be a short time. I 
never heard till after he was killed, when they were all assigning causes for it, that he ^ 
had made them. 

Question. Do you not think it probable that the same men who hung Colvin killed 
Boyd ? 

Ansiver. 1 have no idea who killed Boyd, and I have no idea who killed Sam Colvin. 
Question. Do you not tbink it probable that the same outlaws who killed Colvin killed 
Boyd ? ; 
Answer. I have no opinion on that subject. 
Question. Have you no impression ? 

Ansicer. No, sir; no impression. If I knew who killed Boyd, I could i)robably draw 
some conclusion as to who killed Colvin, or rather whether they were the same parties. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. How long after the riot at Eutaw did Brown make this affidavit at Demon- 
olis ? 

Answer. It was during the term of court — the 1st of May, or a short time afterward; 
no, it was tbe latter i)art 6f the term of court. I recollect that tbese parties were car- 
ried down to Demopolis during the session of court. It was Saturday of the last week 
of the court. 

Question. You mean in May last ? 

Ansicer. .Yes, sir. I am not sure as to the time. 
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Qucsila7(. Was not that the time they were at Mobile, before the grand jury ? 
Ansirer. Yes, sir ; ^lay last was the time they were at Mobile, and the making of the 
atlidavit was about live or six months l)efore that. 
(jitcsfion. Tlien it would be in November last ? 

Ansir()\ When was the riot ? >> 
Qi((.si'ou. In Octolx^r ; and I want to ascertain how long after the riot BroNvn made 
the atiidavit before the commissioner at Demopolis? 
Aihsnrr. A short time afterward, I thitik. 

Question. You made the remark that after that firing from which, j'on suppose, the 
ball ])assed through your pantaloons, you got oh the table, and were sitting there 
amused at the ehbrts of the negroes to get away ? 

Au.surr. Yes, sir. 

Qu(siiou. ^Vas the liring of which you have spoken, as coming from the door of the 
court-house, going on at that time '/ 

Aiixjrcr. \VelI, a part of the time ; th(^y had started it and stopped ; about twelve or 
fil'teeu shots had been fired. 

(JurstioK- You (lid not consider tliat there was any very serious riot on the part of the 
negroes to indict them for, if you looked upon the liring as an amuseim^nt ? 

Aiisinr. ^Vell, sir, I had no idea that there was anything like a riot. I just thought 
that it was a general Atampedi* ; that some drunken fellows had got up a fuss for the 
pnri)()se of sejiring tln^ negroes and seeing them run. 1 had no idea that any negro 
was hurt, till aftc^rward. 

(JiKstiou. ^Vas it an amusing spectacle to you to see half a dozen men fusing out of 
the door toward that crowd t 

^iii.s'ici'i'. Tlu^y were not liring toward the crowd ; I m^ver saw a man shoot toward 
the crowd ; the shots v. cre lired up above ; they were tiring up in the air ; I saw these 
men's hands raised. 

(Jiustion. What was the shooting for ? 

Aiisirff. .lust io make the m^grocs run, and to scare them; I had no idea that the 
object was anytliiiig but to get up a general stami>ede. 

(^)Hrstiou. Did you see none of the u(>gi'oes fall as if wounded ? 

^iiisirer. I saw several of them fall. \«'arly e\'cry liring some »'ight or ten or twelve 
would fall and voU up against the side of the fence, until they got the fence i>iled so 
dee]) that it ga\ c way and fell. 

(Jiasfiou. Had you then discovered that this ball Inid passed through your panta- 
loons t 

Aiisivcr. Xo, sii' ; I had not discovered that, and I ha<l not discovered that the negro 
of whom 1 ha\ (' spoken was shot. 

By Mr. Bvx k : 

Qacstiou. Did not the legislature of Alabama in 1^66, when composed of men who 
have since become deniocrats-^bcfore any negroes were in it, and before any eari>et- 
bagg(4's had gone there, ratity the thirteenth amendment, declaring slavery abolished ? 

^ln<sivci\ Yes, sir. 

QiK'fition. Then that amendment was ratitied, and the negro was really freed in Ala- 
bama by a democratic legislature * 
A}i.-<icc')'. Yes, sir. 

(^yncfifion. Had not that legislature granted to negroes all the rights that white men 
had, including the right to testify in the courts ? 
Ansircr. Yes, sir, they had. 
QKcithn. ^Yas that a democratic legislature? 
Ausw(i\ Y(\s, sir. 

(Jucsiioii. That was before you had any republican organization, or any negro voting, 
or any car})et-baggers there f 

Ansircr. Yes, sir, and such is now the law of the State. 

By the Chairman: 

QupKtioii. That was after the dispatch sent by President Johnson to the le<»islatnre 
of North Carolina and Florida, stating that they could not be admitted under his policy, 
unless they ratilied the thirteenth amendment f 

Au.^irer. I do not know what induced the legislature to do it. 

Question. I am not speaking of the induc(Mncnt; was it not after that dispatch had 
been mad(^ public that the thirteenth amendment was ratilied by the Alabama legisla- 
ture in If^GG ? 

Ansu-er. 1 think it was. I do not know what induced or influenced the minds of 
representative's. I was a member of the legislature at that time, and I know the 
thirteenth amendment Avas adopted unanimously, with the exception of about seven- . 
teen votes in the house. 
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Washington, D. C, June 23, 1871. 
Hon. RICHARD BUSTEED, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman: 
Qnc^tion. You are the United States district judge in Alabama? 
Answer, I am. 

Question. Does your district comi)rise the whole State ? 

Ansu'cr, There are three districts in the State; I am the judge of each of the dis- 
tricts. 

Question. Please state the knowledge derived by you from your official position and 
your residence there as a citizen, as to the execution of the laws and the security of 
property, person, and life in that State. 

Anmver. Do you mean the laws of the nation or the laws of the State? 

Question. Either, so for as they affect the security of person, property, and life. 

Answev. Of my own personal knowledge, I know of no interruption to the execution 
of the laws of the State or nation in the State of Alabama. 

Question. Has there been anything to prevent the full and just administration of the 
laws in the Federal courts in which you preside, cither in civil or criminal cases. 

Answer. Never, excejit in one instance, since I have been in the State of Alabama. 

Question. What was that? 

Answer. The attempt of the State auditor to disobey an injunction of the district 
court of the United States in the middle district, issued to restrain the collection of a 
tax. 

Question. He refused to obey your injunction? 

Answer. He disobeyed the injunction under the direction and advice, as appeared 
subsequently, of William H. Smith, who was then governor. 
Question. Did you attach him ? 
A7mm'. He was attached. 

Question. Did you compel obedience to that order ? 
Answer. I did. 

Question. Then the law was executed ? 
Ansicer. It was. 

Quesiion. Have you any knowledge of any combinations of any character in that 
State which either prevent the execution of the laws or interfere with the personal 
rights of any individual ? 

Answer. I have no personal knowledge whatever on tlie subject. 

Question. What knowledge have you, derived from your position as a public officer, 
iil)ou which you can place reliance sufficient to report the knowledge to this committee ? 

Answer. A year or more ago, at Huntsville, in the northern district of the State, an 
indictment was found in the district court of the United States against a number of 
persons (I forget the exact number) for an outrage upon a colored man. That indict- 
ment is untried. At a recent term of the district court of the United States in the 
middle district of Alabama, two indictments were found under the enforcement act 
of 1870, for alleged combination of persons to harm individuals. In relation to those 
two last cases I wish to say that the district attorney informed me that one of them 
was very apparently not upon^ political grounds in the least. It was the ease of a 
very outrageous libel jjublished by one man against another, the person who was so 
libeled meeting the person who had libeled him, together with another person, a negro, 
and beating him. Those are the only official cases I know of. Those two cases are 
also untried. 

Question. In what county did that case happen for which the indictment was found 
at Huntsville ? 

Answer. I forget whether it was in Madison County or in some other county of the 
northern district. 

Question. What was the character of the offense charged ? 

Ansicer. It "was a very grave one. The ill usage of the negro was of a very aggra- 
vated character — exceedingly aggravated. 

Question. What was the nature of the treatment inflicted upon him ? 

Answer. Beating him and assaulting him with knives. It was a very aggravated 
case apparently. 

Question. Was it a case arising out of an altercation, or was it committed by persons 
in disguise ? 

Answer. I do not recollect which it was. I have no knowledge of the case except as 
judge of the district court, and from the communications made to me by the then dis- 
trict attorney of that district. 

Question, l^oes your information enable you to say how that was ? 

Anstver. It does not now j I have no such recollection as enables me to speak of it at 
this time. 

Quesiion. Have you such information as to the state of affairs in Northern Alabama 
as will enable you to say whether there has been any interference with the rights of 
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persons or property, or wlietber life lias been taken, by combinations of individnals 
going in disgnise ? 

Jiii^urr. I liave no sucb personal infoniiation as enables nie to state. 

Quesflon. ]{ave yon any snch official infornuition ? 

Ansiccr. Xone. 

QiH'^i'iOU. Have yon any information tlmt yon can give to the committee as bearing 
on the subject wliich th(;y have nnder investigation— the execution of the laws in that 
.State, and tlie security oi'])ers()n, proj^erty, and life? 

Au.sim:^ I liave nothing l)nt an opinion,' based on my jndici:il action in the State, and 
my <'X])erivmce during my r(.\sid('nee tlu're. 

QiU'^itiou. In what part of the Stnte do you reside ? 

Jnt^wer. In three j)arts ; at Mobile, at Montgomery, and at Ilnntsville 

<Jn(8{iou. Yon pri-side in those places? 

J)h^ircr. I reside there as W(;ll as preside. 

QuC'Slu))!. Have yon three* n^sidences in tlie State? 

^inHurr. I hnvr not any lixed residence ; I have never been able to satisfy myself 
thnt I reside in auy one i)art of the State as against any other part. 

(jKcsfioiK Do you think that either witnesses or jurors are interfered with or threat- 
cned in any m.juner for attendance on yonr court, or for the discharge of their duties 
tliere.' 

.//.'-sK'C)'. ]Most certainly not. 

(Jncsiloi). Have you recenily lield a court at Montgomery ? 
Ani>!ir(')'. Yes, sir. 

(Ju( -^ri<>}i. Who w.'is th(^ foreman of tlie grand jnry there ? 
Jii>iin>'. A Mr. INnkins. 
QiU'.>;{}o)i. Do y(Ui know hiui ? 
^Uisirrr. Slight iy. 

(Jiicniiod. Is lu' a man of inti-lligence and respectability ? 

Jiisircr. lie is a luan of apparent intelligi'iu'e ; I know nothing of his character. 
Qhc^Ho)}. Yon saw liim in tlu; dischaige of his duties at court ? 
.lii.sivi'r. Y<\s, sir. 

(Jui.^(io)h Did he make any presentment as to the occurrence of these ontrages com- 
mitted by ])ers(»ns in <lisgnise ! 

^li?.s'?/'('r. \Vhen (lie grand jnry was discharged for the t<^rm they pr(.\sentcd their 
re])ort; it is hardly to be called a ]>resentment , I thiidc. 

(Question. It is not a presentment naming anybody 

.limirt'i: Xo, sir. 

(Juc^lio)!. Dal it find the g(Mieral fact that outrages had Ix^en committed by persons 
in disguise in tlie northern portion of the Stat<s or any i)art of it ? 

J.nsinr. I think that npon reading it, you will find that they luirdly found that as a 
fact ; it was ;rrrived at ratlu^i- inferent ially than as a fact, I think. 

(Jucsfii)ii. Did yon <-harge the grand jury at the commencement of that tt^rm 

^Insu'f )'. I <lid. 

Qneslhn. Did yon charge that they were reMjuircd to find any information of this 
kind, i'veu allhough tlie law was distasteful to the ])eople 1 

^luvtnr. I did. 1 charg<'d them that the action of Congress in respect to the enforce- 
nu^nt law and the Kn-Klnx legislation was within the jiower of Congress, and that 
hovrevei" «k>tasteful laws may be to ]KH)])le, they must be ol;eyed. 

Qficsllun. Did you see any indication in the ])nblic press of the State, that for tho 
discharge of his dnty as foreman of the grand jury nnder yonr charge, Perkins onglit to 
be tlic sui)ject of a Kn-Klnx outrage? 

Jusircr. I think the rexK)rt the grand jnry made was not warranted by the circum- 
stances as tliey existed. 

Q-7r.s7/'o/?. 'i Iiat is not the question. After the discharge by Perkins of his dnty as 
foreman of the grand jury nnder yonr charge, and the making of his report, did you seo 
any iudicativui in any of the newspapers of the State that he would be a litsnbject for 
a Kn-Klux visitation ? 

Aii.Hirci-. Xo, sir. There were ])roceedings taken before me by the district attorney, 
Mr. Minnis, growing ont of an article in tin*. Selma Times; and an apjdication was 
made for a bench warrant for tli<^ arrest of ISIr. Sa])pold, the editor of the Times. 

Que.situii. Is the article of which yon s])enk the one in which these sentences occur, 
referring to Mr. Perkins and his associates ? 

'•Our opinion was then, and is now, that, if any hanging is ever to be done in this 
Fa ction by Kn-Kluxes, that the men whose names were attached to that circular wonld 
])e a judicious selection, and om^ eminently tit to be made. Ihit Mr. IVrkins, eSq., 
though he did not sign tliat card, goes to Montgomery, and in his oiticial capacity' as 
foreman of the grancl jnry of a Imited States district court, says that 'in this district 
there Iiave been freqneiit and outrageous violations of law,' and by thns speaking, calls 
for the enforcement of the infaimms Ku-Klnx bill 

Ju-sicer. I think that i3 the article. 

21 
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Qimtion. Tlie article from wliicli I have just read appeared in the paper dated May 
30, 1871. Was tliat about the time ? 

Answer, I thiuk it was. If I had my scrap-book here, I could tell you accurately. 

Question. Did you look upon that as au incitement to outra,£;o aj^jainst the foreman of 
the grand jury because of the discharge of what he deemed his duty, whether he was 
mistaken in his view or not ? 

Answer. My recollection of the article is, that the reference to the hanging by Ku- 
Klux was referable to some other paper which Mr. Perkins had signed while a resident 
of Selma. 

Question. State whether the article which I now hand you is the article to which you 
refer. If so, it will be appended to your testimony ? 

Ansicer. (After examining the article.) That is the article. [See pages 329, 330.] 

Question. That appeared "after Mr. Perkins had acted as foreman of the grand jury in 
your court » 

Answer. 1 believe it did. 

Qucsiian. Did you look upon that as having no tendency to interfere with the admin- 
istration of justice in that court, or to incite to the commission of violence upon the 
foreman of the grand jury for having discharged his duty ? 

Answer. I did not so regard it. 

Question. What was the party politics of Mr. Perkins; was he a democrat or a 
rei)ublican ? 
Answer. I really do not know. 

Question, Have you any knowledge of the party character of the paper in which the 
article referred to was published? ^ 

Ansiva\ I believe it to be a democratic paper ; and that part of the article which 
speaks about the hanging by Ku-ICux, refers to an act of Mr. Perkins which had 
reference to the Selma people — some document or other which had been i)ublished up 
there. 

Question. Is there any state of public sentiment in that part of Alabama which is 
calculated to interfere with the execution of either of the acts of Congress you have 
referred to — the enforcement act of 1870, or the Ku-Klux law of 1871 ? 

A nswer. 1 think there is a very decided i>nblic sentiment against them both. I do 
not think that public sentiment goes to the extent of any desire or attempt to inter- 
fere with the execution of those laws. 

Question. Have you yet tried any cases under either of them ? 

Ansu-e7\ No, sir. I gave a construction to the sixth section of the act of 1870 upon 
an api^lication to me as a committing magistrate in the middle district. I gave such a 
construction as gave effect to the law of Congress. I held that the law was intended 
to embrace every combination of two or more persons to do any iujury to any citizen 
in any respect touching his life, his property, or his happiness. Subsequently, when I 
was holding the circuit court with Mr. Justice Woods, at Mobile, the same question in 
substance arose upon a motion to quash the indictments, if I recollect aright. Mr. 
Justice Woods concurred with mo in the view which I had previously taken of the • 
enforcement act ; and he wrote and read the opinion of the couro on that subject. la 
chai ging the grand jury in- the middle district at Montgomery within a short time, 1 
reaffirmed the power of Congress to pass this legislation, but there have becm no trials 
of indictments found either under the enforcement act or under the Ku-Klux legisla- 
tion. 

Question. W^e understood you as expressing the opinion that the facts did not justify 
the finding of , the grand jury of which Perkins was foreman ? 

Answer. The presentment you mean ; I did think so. ^ 

Question. That presentment was that there were numerous outrages committed by 
persons in disguise against citizens in the northern district of the State ? 

Answer. I think not. I have the presentment at my hotel. 

Question. There is a quotation from that presentment in the article already referred 
to? 

Answer. Well, the article written editorially and the quotations will give you no ; 
idea of the presentment itself. 

Question. What was the general effect of the report or presentment, whichever you 
call it ? 

Ansicer. It was rather an argument derived inferentially from what did not appear 
before the grand jury than from what did appear before it. It was rather au argu- 
ment by inference than a statement of fact. 

Question. Were you acquainted with the testimony given before the grand jury ? 

Answer. I could not be, of course. 

Question. That testimony was known only to them ? 

Answer. I presume so. 

Question. Your opinion is based upon your want of information ? 
Answer. Upon this repoi-t. 

Question. I speak of the existing state of affairs in that portion of the State. You 
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9vAd you Lad not iuformatiou which Tvonkl enable you to speak of the eondition of 
things there ? 

Athm-cr. I have no information that enables nie to state whether there have been any 
violations of hnv otiier than those wljieh have been i)resented in tlie form of iiuliet- 
jnents in niy own eonrt. 

Qiw^don. Tlie <,r!Uid jury spoke from testimony vv'ith -which you were not acquainted i 

^lusiccr. I do not kn(i\v about that. 

Quc-^iinn. Yon do not know njion what evidence they made tlnnr report ? 

Jh'stccr. My recolhx^tion of th<i report mid its weakness is that it I'att'.ev arji;ues infer- 
entinlly from the absence of witm'sses than makes positive statements from the pres- 
♦ •nce of witness»'s ; that is my recollection. 

Mr. Van Tnu:\ix' : 
(Jmst'tou. Was that ];:itent on the lae(^ of the paper ? 
Ju.su'i'i\ Thiit is my idea. 

I^v tiH^ Chairman: 

(JuchIio}}. Tahlno- that vi(^w, to what motive do yon attribute this article sugj^esriU;!;- 
■'\vdt thest' jMn-sons would be <h(' projx'r subjects of a Kn-Khix visitation I What eifect 
do A,()u tliink that would Ijc likely to liave upon a community in whi(di it is alleged 
tliere arc liands of Ku-Klux ? 

Ausu-'cr. For my own part I pay very little re8])ect to the vaporous and rabid writings 
of i)olilical editors: 1 h'd\c very <;r<'at contem])t for them myself; they have no iiilbi- 
'.'uce u'pon me: I e;^inot sni)]>o>{' they iiiHut iUM^ other i)(H>ple veiy greatly. 

(J'/cstiDii. I am not asking for thrir inllucnce upon y{)u. ' \ ' 

Aii.s/c(r. 1 suppose tluyMlo not inlliUMice others, 1 judge others by myself. I su])- 
pose tliat geulh^neu of education. i;itel]igence, and courage disregard with great con- 
1 em])iUousiicss such pnblicatimcs ; I know I do. 

(Jinsiioi/. Have you any knowU'dge as to who compose th(^ class called Ku-Khix, 
i/i that State, il'surh exist ; are tln'V gcnthMuen of education au<l int(dligence f 

Aus'i'-rr. I tliink tlicy were, sir : I think that as a general thing they were ; those 
who did com])ose su(di organizations 1 have no doubt were gcutk'mcu of education 
aJid iutclligcnce. 

(Jtic^idou. To what extent did those (u-ganizat ions exist, iu your belief? 

Axfiircr. Well, luy opinion on tliat ])oint is the merest nuittcr of b(di< f : I lH'li,'vo 
that they did exist to a very c<):isid(^ra])le extent in the northern district of the Suite 
av one time. 

(Jnc^iioH. How long since? 

Ju.stnr. Perhajis a year and a half ago. 

Qtic.siion. To what ]»art of the State do yon wish your remarks to apph^ ; can you name 
the couiities vhieh eom])v)se the northern district 

Au.'iH-tr. You have me at a disadvantage; 1 eaujiot do it. 
()iff>it'H)U. You could witli the ma]) before you .* 

Ata^trer. Yes, sir. (Witness examines nu^]>.) I should name Lauderdale, .Tackson, 
]'>ankliu. Lawrence, ^lorgan, Mari<ui, Winstor. Jjlount, Madison, Calhoun, and tlierc 
may be others. 1 do not speak very familiarly about it. 

<^in-f<iiou. Those are the counties in vrhich, according to your belief, the organization 
did exist a year and a half ago ? 

Ansivc)'. On the as,sumption that they are within the northern judicial district, 1 
refer to thos(^ counties. 

' <)ue^t'iou. Did the organization commit anv violations of law in that portion of the 
State ? 

An-'iu-cr. Not to my personal knowledge. 

Qiirsi'wu. For what ijurpose did the organi:':ation exist, so far as your information 
goes? 

^Insurr. I do not think I can give a very accurate answer. I do not know. 
(jHCfiiiou. What were the facts wluch impressed upon you the belief that the Ku-Klux 
organization did i-xist ? 

^lnsiv(t\ Thv fact that I was so informed. 

(Jiicf<fh)]i. And vras composed of men of intelligence ? 

Jf^.s'fccr. The fact that I was so inf(umcd. 

Question. From whom did you derive that information? 

Answer. From a gentleman lesideut in ^Madison County, at Iluntsvillc. 

Qucsiion. Wl\o was he ? 

Answd'. I prefer not to give his name. I have no doubt he was entirely sincere in 
giving me the information. 

()iict>i'ion. Did he speak of it as information that was positive ? 
xinsicer. He did. 

Qnefitlon. lie had positive information of the existence of Ku-KIux 1 
An8iver. He had. 
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Qtiesiion, Unless tbero is some reason of public i>olicy why his- name should he with- 
held, he is the very gentleman whose name we would like to have. 

Answer. I cannot give his name unless I am compelled; and I trust I shall not he 
compelled. 

Qncsiiou. Do you decline to give his name ? 

Answer. I hope you will not put me in that attitude. I think the information was 
confided to uio confidentially, and unless there be some reason of public policy requir- 
ing it, I trust you will not compel me to answer. I believe what he said to be true. 

Question, Do you believe he was a member of the organization himself I 

Answer, 1 do not ; I know ho was not j but he was a southern gentleman, and a man 
whose opportunities of knowledge were very good. 

Question^ Have you any objections ta stating what he said ? 

Answer. Not the slightest. He merely stated that the Ku-Klux did exist in. the 
northern district of the State, and that he had seen them. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Quesiion. Did he state the purpose of the organization? 
Aiisivcr. No, sir. 

By the Chaikmax : 
Qnestion, That was the extent of the informatiou he gave you ? 

Answer. That was the extent of it ; and aside from that I have no personal knowl- 
edge on the subject of the existence of the Ku-Klux. 

Qnest'mi. Did he say how extensive the organization was ? ^ 
Ansiccr. No, sir. 

Question. Did he state whether it existed in each of those counties ? 

Answer. No, sir, he did not state. 

Question. Did he state how many members' were in it ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Unlegs you have some other fact .bearing upon the general subject of inquiry, 
which you deem it proi>er to communicate to the committee, I have no further ques- 
tions to ask. 

Answer. I do not know of anything that I can on my own motion suggest to you 
which would bo desirable or useful. 

By Mr. Buvir : 
Question.* When were you appointed judge ? 
Answer. In 1863. 
Questio^i. By whom ? 
Answer. By President Lincoln. 

Question. You have not been in the State of Alabama all the time since your appoint- 
ment i 

Ansiver. I have not. I first held court in Alabama in November, 1865. I first wenfc 
into the State in July, 1865. 

Question. Have you had any difficulty in executing the laws or the orders of the 
court ? 

A nmver. Not the slightest, except in the case to which^ have referred. 

Question. What is the demeanor of the lawyers, jurors, and suitors in the court I 

Answer. Alwaj^s respectful — utterly so to the court. I choose to make a distinction 
between the court and the person who fills the office of judge. 

Question. Is it necessary to employ the United States troops to enforce any of the or- 
ders of the court ? 

Answer . Not in the least. 

Question. What, in your opinion, is the condition of Alabama as respects obedience to 
the Government of the United States ? 

- Answer. I think that the people of that State are resolved upon obeying the laws of 
the country. I think they are not disi)osed to approve any violations of public law. 

Question. Do you know anything in regard to the riot at Eutaw, except as it comes 
1>elbre you officially ? 

Answer. Not except as it comes before mo in my capacity as judge of the circuit court 
at Mobile, and as I read it in the newspapers of the State. ^ 
Question. There has been no trial yet f 

Anmvn-. No, sir ; those cases were adjourned upon motion of the Government for the 
term. The Government was not ready to try them when wo held circuit cornet last at 
Mobile. That was, I think, in April of this year. 

Question. What is the character of persons holding office in the State of Alabama 
under the constitution of 1868 ? 

Ansicer. Their general character for intelligence is not good, and their general char- 
acter for honesty is not good. 

Question. Do they command the respect of the people of the State % 

Ansxvcr. They most certainly do not. 
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i'^uestlon. Which class of persons in the State supplies tlio gr<^atest number of ^rimi- 
aals. the v,iiites or the blacks f 

Ji^ftu-rr. The IJaek peoph'. They are the most ii^nor/int; and ignorance is apt to 
furnish niorc^ crimiiicLls than knowkxlge. 

Oua^'don. Do yon know any 1 3 li no; <if tlie financial condition of the State ? 

^iii.ytrer. I do not^ except as I read it in the iK^ATspapers <and in the reports of the 
>Jioiiey-]nai'ket. 

(JucfiCiiy^i. How dtK's it a]/pear from the reports of the nioney-niarket f 
. iKsu vr. The iinaneial condition of the State of Alabania is Tery good indeed, much 
"bet ter than it was. 

Qiic^-iiMii. iietter than it was at Mhal time? 

.l/.Nv.'f rr. It is '>»'t^-<r t(> da>than it a\- as during the administra-tiou of 'William 11. Smith 
as its governor, a great deal b»'tter. 

Qtn-.-^iioiL Do yon know an;s thing of the charar ter of a nrai named Kev. ^^Iv. Lakin ? 

Juxicv}'. I know ^ji-. I.aldri. 

(Ju:.''.tio)i. What do y»>n know \)f him ^ 

^lii^wr. T[c ha'< i-alk'd n]K)n me when I have gone to Jlniitsville to hold conn; and 
that is aboot all I know of liim. 

(Ju\-^tivu. He made a st;jtcnv.'nt Iwro in relerence to your court. He was speaking of 
parties who Ini'l been i;l( ?itifi(nl an<l in(lirt<Nl lici'orc the UniteckStates comt at Hnnts- 
•■'iJh' nn(]<. r the eivil-ri'^hts bilk I will rc: d n ji.irt of Jiis examination: 

Jn' !^lr. Sti:y i:x:-ox : 
^' (jtuyyii'K. jJavc tliry ])(^( ii tried yvt 1 

'-.Ansmr. >xO, sir. Tiierc n<'\(a" iuis iiren onc^ of tjn^m trivd in that court. I think 
• iiere W(a'e some thirty-three indictments, as I learmd from tJn^ f<n"eman of the grand 
ury, and fr-mi tua- ef his ••nlloaLinc'^ ; and "--I'ven of tlK>sc indictments wev(» for man- 
-la)ightcr a'nl mnr<ler in the hrst ♦icgicc." 

Wen- tlMac tliirty-thiVM' iiidiftmci^its in votu* court, and sevn of them for nian- 
-hmgldcr an<i nmr<ha-f 

Anu;rv}\ < .»h, no, sir: nothing t)f th«^ kind. 

f.h.icsiiou. 'i1ien th^it statement is false ? 

A}usH-ir. Well, it is not the f;;et. 

ihu^ilon. He s-ays tliiv of all thiity-tin^M ])(nN«»ns inilknt\T. bat tv/o liad been ar- 

:<-ested. altlhuigh sev.(M! of tliem H ja-e ; unrd a'ers, and tJnit tiic two arrc>teil vvcre ar- 
■yc-;t»'d -for illicit <li>tjiiing, Js that stat(Uii>-nt Inn* .* 

Aiixxi'cw I slundd thin.k not. I am n<U tl:e district att<\riicy. ond I. am not the mar- 
•shak I can (udy sjx'ak ^Vem snch knowh dge as would naiurally come to nieas jutlg<j ; 
^ do not know an\thiag about it : but I 'lo not think it (ain be ti'ue. 

)\v the CiJ.sin.-yAx: 

Qi/fsf(p!i. The (juestion which b./s beer ask«Ml is whether tlie fa\"ttv stat-d are true: 
T.i)t wJietijcr it is true that (Jharlton stated th(an to Lakin. 

An-^-iv r. J do not vhink the ihi-^s "an })ossibly bo as s'lated : I think if no they w(ejld 
oei'taiidy have couie to my kno^'Jedge^ 

Vy Mr. hLsm: 

Question. If there Injd been thirty-three in.lictmi-nts nrnnd in your conrr nn(^a' the 
"ivikiaghts bilk and seven for nnujslanghter and mnnha*, is it not a very striking fact, 
which won Id coiue to your knov^ ledge .• 

Ansic r. I think it ctalaiuly would haveeoiia^ to my k-i».)>\ ledge : it would have been 
vca'y <'xtraordinaiy' if it kad not. l'h<* th:ni district attorney v/asa zealous, faithfid ofti- 
cer. aaid my relations with him wci'i; those of jxa'sonal kindiicss and free intta'conrse. 

.As this is xin entir^.dy iJCAv class of cases, in^^hicllthe court before hjid no 
jurisdi/'tion. tljc Ibiding of so large .a number of indictments, and for crimes so grave 
as manslaughter and mui'der, could not, under the cii'cnnistances, have escaped your 
attention ? 

A)t>;irrr. I think not : I thud: it would have bet^n inrpossible. 

(J.He.-<liou.. 1 re^ad aLv) irojn the lestimony .of ."Mr. Lakin, tJie iollowing : fore Judge 
Charlton i.aiched Jiis home in Snn^;ner^■ilie he v*-as clar«destincly imn'eiered, in Decatur, 
in the night, seven buckshot <'ntering his body." D(» yon knov^- anytliing about that i 

^■iihs)r>r. 1 kjiow that in' was murdered ; but as I juHicrst.njnl the fact, it w;js :^'>t on 
his i »'tnrn from doing duty as a grand jnr/n-. Tin* court had adjourned. Judge C'lin'b 
Ton Iiad ])eiai into another .^tate': In* t(»ok the train of cars tbi' Decntnr^ and was goiag, 
,a.s i inn inforiTied, to the lionse-of a Mr. Hinds in Decatar., when he was murdered in 
Hie way d<'scribcd. 

(Jiii-siwJi. Is it knv;>wn foi* what l)e was muivlered 1 

A<i^>r> r. TlKO'care two th(.'ories upon that su!)icct. He "was a very exce'llent ibreman 
o'i a grand Jury, and ap])eaivd to Ue a very desir:il)le. good citiz(ai. There are tv/o 
Lheori' s as t'> tlie jaianner of hi.s death. There is a theory that his acting upon the 
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grand jury made him obnoxious to some persons ; and tbere is a theory that he was 
one of two clans in the neighborhood that were constantly at war one with another. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. What sort of clans? 

Answer, I mean arising out of private family feuds. 
By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Was ho foreman of the grand jury of the United Stateseourt at Huntsville ? 
Answer. He was. 

By Mr. Bl.vir : 

Question. The statement is : " Before Judge Charlton reached his home in Summer- 
ville he was clandestinely murdered in Decatur, in the night." 

An^tcei'. If that statenient is intended to convey the impression that his murder took 
)>lace upon bis return from executing his duties as foreman of the grand jury, it is an 
error, as I am informed and believe. I have no ])ersonal knowledge on the subject. 

Question. I read further from the testimony of Mr. Lakiu: 

" By Mr. Pool : 

Qnesiion. Have any of those parties who were indicted at that time been arrested at 

all? 

Ans2cer. No, sir. Their names ai'e not on the marshal's books at all. There havo 
been no capiases issued, and consequently no arrests and no trial. 

By Mr. Blair : 
" Question, This was in the United States court ? 
" Answer. Yes, sir. 

^' By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. How long ago ? 
Answer. A year ago last fall. 

Question. Do you know the reason why they have not been prosecuted ? 
Ansu'er. I think our courts in Alabama are a farce ; not only a farce, but a mockery. 
Question, The United States courts ? 
Answer, I think all of them put together are." 
The CiLviRMAN. It is proper to remark that Mr. Lakin ax">P6i^i'Gd afterward and mado 
an explanation of that part of the testimony. 
Mr. J5LAIR. What was his explanation f 

The Chair:man. It is on page 153 of the testimony. I will read it : 
Qnesiion. You have expressed a wish to me to make an exidanation of a> statement 
which you gave in your testimony yesterday regarding the courts of Alabama. You 
may now go on and make whatever explanation you wish on that subject. 

Answer. I wish to say this : I intended, in what I said, no reflection ujwn the judges 
of the courts. I am not a lawyer ; but ou mature reflection I am of the 0'i)inion that, 
in legal parlance, what is meant by the term 'eourt^^stho presiding judge. I had 
no intention of easting any reflection upon the judges of the courts. I know most of 
the judges in Alabama, and am very intimate with some of them. I regard them as 
above suspicion, men of finelegal abilities, and I know the earnest ami persevering effort h 
they have mado to bring criminals to jnsticf^. My remark was Ixised upoii this fact : 
That in regard to all of the murders and outraj^es that I have known in Northern Ala- 
bama I have not known of one pei^ou brought to justice and punished. The judges 
have delivered very able and pointed charges to the grand juries, but somehow crimi- 
nals have slipped through the courts unwhipped of justice. When 1 said that our 
courts were a farce I had no reference whatever to tlie judges ; I simply meaut that 
there was a system of inlluences, or something of that sort, Vhich has enabled crimi- 
nals to escape unwhipped of justice ; that is my meaning exactly." 

IVlr. Blair. 1 w^as not present when he made that explanation. I was struck by his 
flrst statement on the subject, and also by the statement to which I have drawn th«t 
attention of Judge Busteed, in reference to the number of indictments in the United 
States courts. • I knew it was impossible that indictments to that uumlx?r under that 
law and for such grave oflenses could have been found without the judge knowing it. 

Answer. The indictment in the northern district to which I have referred as initried 
was postponed, by consent of the district attorney, at the last session of the court ii>. 
Huntsville, which was also in April of this year. The court has always been rc^ady to 
try the indictments. 

By Mr. Bl.\iu : 
Question, Do you know Senator Warner? 
Answei: I do, slightly. 

Question. Was he ever summoned to serve as a juror in your court t 
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Ansivcr. He -svas. 

Question. Did he excuse himself from service ? 
Aimvcr. He did. 

Quc^iioii. What was the ground of Ids excuse ? 

An-^ircr. Thnt he was a mendjer of the senate of the State of Ohio. 
(Jncstion. When was that ? 

Aiu'iurr. My reeolleetion of dates is exceedingly poor. I think it was in 18,67; 
ulthongh I Avonld be nnwilling to state it with any degree of positiveness. 

(^)ul^■'<{io)K Do you Iviiow of any indictnieiits in the district courts of Alahama for the 
Yi(dation of the election law f 

^Ui^urr. I do not think any such indictnuuit «^xists in the courts of the United States 
tliere. TlKM^idy cases 1 recollect are those I have already reierred to, tln^ case at 
I luntsvilh', the two cases m which indietments were recently found hy the grjind jury 
at .Montgonu-ry, and the cases growing out of Ihe disturbance at Eutaw, winch were 
posipouvd at the circuit court in Mobile. 

(JiU'sfion. At wliose instance were those cases x")ostponed ? 

Jitsircr. At the instance^ of tlu^ d(d'cndants, but upon the necessiti(\s of the Government. 
'11:!' ( iovcrnn^ent was not I'cady to try them, and the ct)urt was of the opinion that 
tlh' (Icfciidauts ought not to Ix? longer held; that tlie^- were entitled to (dther post- 
j)«)nt'niciit or a triah 

]>y .Mr. A\\x : 
''JiKsfiou. You haA'c a law in Alabama to that eftect ? 

Jiisira: I do not know about the ^State law. At all events, the court was clearly of 
the o]iini()n tliat they must either be tried or their cases be postponed, for it was nu- 
willing to hold the defendants there at th<' ni(>re will of the Government for any pur- 
pose. 

ViV ^Iv. Blaiu : 
(Juo^tion. To what time were thes(^ ])ostpom'd ? 
ADc^ucr. Till the fail term of tiit^ circuit court at Mobile. 

r>y Mr. Stkvi:xs( )x : 

Qucyfioii. The (iovernment wanted a x^ostponenient till a later day in the term? 
Ansurr. It asked that. 

(Jutstio)!, At the tenn sjMiken of, about a year ago, do yon know how many informa- 
tions ov ])r< svntments t(irlie grand jury Avere nunh' out / 1 do not nie;in hills actually 
jbnnd, but cases ])resi'uted to the grand Jury. 

^htsH'tr. I do not tliiidv tiiei"<' Were more than two : that is my recollection. 

(J(fe>^(io}i. 1 mean of all criminal cas(\s. 

Ausirir. 1 speak of ci'iminal cases arising under the enforcement act. 
(^Ud'xdnii. 1 sjx'ak of all cases. 
Ausircr. I (k) not knovr. 

]*.y Mr. I'laiPv : 

Qui>ifi().\ There could nt)t be any other criminal caiics except for violation of tho 
i'evenut. lav, s / 
A.i.swi-i\ Only violations of the revenue laws. 

By Mr. Sti:vi:nsox : 
Que.'<liou. ] sY)eak of all cases. 

Aii-^tro'. Thei'e v/erc not nmny ; I do not recollect the number. 
By Mr. JIlaiu: 

QiK.^fiou. I wish to call vour attentirm to a statement of -Mr. Lai: in, referring di,-,- 
iinctly tt) this class of cases : '^Answer. It was rej^orted that they were all indicted. 
It ^^'as bcDuv the United States court under the civil-rights l)ill." 

Aiisirer. That statemei.it is exceedingly wild — nothing could be mu(di wildc^r. 

Qiusfiou. What in your judgment is the condititm of affairs in Alabama, as to the 
execution of the laws generally, and as to the protection of life, libertv, and property 
in the State ? • 

J?^s•^m^ I aiu of the oi)ini(m that life and property are just as safe to-day in Alabama 
as they are in any of the other States of th(^ Union. I think there lia-s*^ been a very 
marked change in these respects since the inaugu.raticm of the present governor of the 
State. While William 11. Suutli was governor of the State, I comi)lained with a great 
deal of bitterness, in a long letter which I wrote to Senator Spencer, as to the want of 
protect ion to life and person ; ])utl am of the opinion that life andproi^crty are as safe 
in Alabama to-day as they are anywhere. 

By 2ilr. Pool : 

Qiicaiion. ]V[r. Lakin in his testiinony says that he is not a lawyer. He says, ''It vras 
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reported that they were all iDclicted." He also says, *^ I think there were some thirty- 
three indictments, as I learned from the foreman of the grand jury and from one of his 
colleagues.^' Do you know whether the grand juiy had as many as thirty-three of 
this class of cases under investigation ? 

Answer. I have no idea that they had. 

Question, Did they have any under investigation ? 

Answer. They must have had, because there was one indictment fonnd. 

Question. Is it not possible that Mr. Lakin, being as he states, no lawyer, may have 
mistaken an investigation before the grand juiy for an indictment ? 

Answer. I think not. J>Ir. Lakin is a preacher, and he is a man apparently of cer- 
tainly ordinary intelligence and capacity. 

By :Mr. Bl.vir : 

Question. What is Mr. Lakin's general character in the community ? 

Answer. I do not know, sir. I concern myself very little with the general reputation 
of any person ; very little indeed ; not at*^ all. I resist with very great industry any 
scandal. I have done so all my life, and propose to do so. 

By Mr. Van Tkump : 

Question. Is he not understood to be pretty wild in his imagination in regard to facts ? 

Answer. Those statements read to me by Mr. Senator Blair are exceedingly wild. Mr. 
Lakin has been before you, and you are all judges of human character. He is a man 
that talks a great deal. 

Mr. Blair. We want this testimony, not simply for onr own information, but for the 
information of others. 

Answer. He is possibly a man who makes statements without as much attention to a 
basis for them as might sometimeis be desired. I should judge that from the conver- 
sations he has had with me when he has called upon me at HuntsvDle. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Why have not those indictments other, than for the Eutavr riot been tried ? 
Ansicer. You refer to the one at Huntsville, and the other two at jMontgomery f 
Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer. The one at Huntsville has not been tcied, because it was postponed by con- 
sent of the United States district attorney and the persons appearing lor the defense. 
The two cases at Montgomery have not been tried because the indictments have just 
been found ; they are nut two months old. These indictments were found under the 
construction I gave to the enforcement act of Congress. 

Question. Did the grand jury in the publication to which yon have referred — that 
report made to the court or whatever it may be called — complain that thoy could not 
get witnesses before them ? 

Answer. I prefer to speak of that report with a copy of it before me. I do not think 
my memory of its contents sufficiently accurate to enable mo to speak of it. 

Question.^ Yon have that report at your hotel ? 

Answer. Y"es, sir. 

Question. Have you any objections to furnishing it to the committee f 
Answer. No, sir. I could also furnish, if desired, the proceedings upon the application 
of the district attorney for a bench warrant against the editor of the Selraa newspaper 
and the answer which was tiled to a rule nisij which I granted instead of a bench war- • 
rant, and the opinion of the court which I delivered upon the ai>i)lication itself. ^ 

By the Chairman; 

Question. Is the report of the grand jury a part of those proceedings or is it a sepa- 
rate paper ? 

Answer. I have it separately and can furnish it if you desire it. 

By Mr. Pool: • 
I desire that the report should accompany this evidence. [See page 330.] 

By the Chairman : 

Question. HaVe any of these Kn-Klux outraijes, so far as you have heard, been com- 
plained of since the change of administration in the State government? 

Answer. ^My impressions are that there have been some since. That is my general 
recollection of the newspaper reports. 

Question. Have the perpetrators of any of them been brought to justice? 

Answer. I do not know, sir. 

Question. Had any been before ? , 
Answer. I clo not know. 

Question. So far as regards that class of outrages, has there not existed under all 
administrations the difficulty of finding out the gxiilty parties and identifying them? 
Ansiccr. I think that difficulty has existed. 
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Quci^ilon. Has it been removed l>y av.y elianrre of administration ? 

Auisn'cr. I think the only remedy that has been found is the legislation of Co]ia:ress 
and the inv(\stino: of the national courts ^ith jurisdiction of tlic criiiies coininitted by 
coinlnnatioiis of persons. 

Quvsi'iou. I"]) to this time lias there been, so far as you know, any .eouvictiou in either 
the State or the Federal coutts for wliat is poi)ukirly kno%yn there as a Ku-Kiux 
ontrag-e f 

Ansinr. I do not know anything about the State courts at all. There have been 
none in the Federal courts. 

By Mr. Blatr : 

Question. Have you a eo])y of your charge to the grand jury at Iluntsville ? 
Ansircr. I Inive it at my hotel. 

Questiou. Pleas(^ send us a copy that it may be made apart of your testimony. [Wit- 
ness did not furnisb the document.] 

By Mr. Pool: 

QucsUon. Has tlie ])assage of the recent acts of Congress had a good ellcM t in tlie 
State of Alabama in suppressing this kind of lawlessness ? 

xinswcr. I do not knoAV. 1 do not tliink sufheient time has elaji'^ed to dctermiui^ th;:t 
(piestion. My imi)ressions arc tliat tli(*. h^gislation of Congress in tliat r(\s]iect is des- 
tined to (ffect a jiublic good. I tliink it is destined to repress viole^ice at the hands of 
])ersons who might otlierv>'is(! ho))e to escape by thr- ]<'nieney of a Static allministration. 
I think it v/ill have a good ])ublic effect so far as tliat violence and disorder ;uv con- 
cerned. 1 do not mean to express an opinion as to its political character orcllect at all. 

By ^\\\ Sti:yj:nsox : 

Qncsiion. Do von know how many persons were included in the indictment found at 
Iluntsville? 

^intiU'cr. I think some four or five; that is my recollection, altliougii about that I 
Jim not positive. 

By the CiiAimrAX: 

Qiicsfior,. You do not refer to the Avhole number of persons against wlioni indictments 
wei'<' s(Mit before, the grand jury f 

An-sinr. I I'cfer to tlie number of })ers()ns who wvvg indictcnl by tlie grand jury. 

I>y 'Mv, Stevi:nsox : 
Qu(si'io)}. T mean indictments under the civil-rights bill 

Jus;vc)\ That is the only indictment pending un.der tlu^ civil-rights bill ; and I think 
it is the only ono <^xisting under that bill in the district. 

By tlu' CiiA'iK?-iAX: 

Qncsiion. ITow many indictments altogether, of all classes, were before the grand 
jui-y at that tei'm ■ 

Aihsircr. There were very few ; ]ierhaps not half a dozen of all classes. 
(Jiu-^tion. I mean at the term during which Judge Charlton was forenum. 
Answer. At that term there were not half a dozen. 

By ]Mr. STi:vrx80X : 

Qiiesiion. Do you knoAV how many persoris those half dozen indictments involved ? 

^Insim: The indictment uiider th(^ civil-rights bill involved say half a dozen; and I 
should think there was not more than one person embraced in each of the other 
indictments; they were indictments for violations of the revenue laws. 



[From tlio Sdma Times, May 30, 1871,] 

J. L. Pekkixs, Esq. — Tlie above gentleman, a r(\sident of this county, and treasurer 
of it, an ex-mayor of this city, hasj by the grace of God and his general good luck, 
been acting in the distinguished p()siti<m of foreman of tlie United States district court, 
now in session at ]Montgomery. 

We liave always f(dt disposed to consider the above-named Perkins, esq., as rather an 
amiabk^ genthMi'ian, who had been improperly inilueiiced by ^»ld(.'r lieads, or rather 
longer ones, and in many instances his i)roverbial amiability had been inq)oscd upon 
by m(ui less scru])ulous and less honest than he, and v/ho Vv'crc using the aforesaid Per- 
kins, es([., as a '^cat's-paw" to pull their own chestimts froin the lire. In the incen- 
diary (h.x'ument which was dissennnated here just pi'ior to our eh'ction, and to which 
his name was attached, v/e took oce<ision, as soon as Vv'O saw the circular, to say tha 
v/e did not believe that he had ever signed it, and that his name had been used Avith- 
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out his know ledge or consent. Perkins, esq., come out in a card and denounced the 
document ; and -we published it for him. Our opinion was then, and is now, that if 
any hanging is ever to be done in this section by Ku-Kluxes, that the men whose names 
were attached to that circular would bo a judicious selectiou, and one eminently lit to 
be made. J hit Perkins, esq., though he didn't sign that card, goes to Montgomery, and, 
in his official capacity as foreman of the grand jury of a United States district court, 
says that in " this district there have been frequent and outrageous violations of the 
law," and by thus speaking, calls for the enforcement of the infamous Ku-Klux bill, 
[f Perkins, esq., thought, ami had the evidence, that these outrageous violations of 
law had been, or were, transpiring in this district, why did he not, as foreman of the 
grand jury, with the power of the United States to back him, force the attendance of 
witnesses and make out a case against the ofienders ? Why act the skulker and ask to 
1)0 discharged from the duties devolving upon him as a grand juror, and say in the 
same breath in which he charges these violations of law and order, that, " believing 
that ourselves are no longer required in the interest of the •Government, we ask to be 
discharged ?" 

In Northern Alabama Judge Busteed, from the bench, commended the people for their 
general good behavior and obedience even to distasteful statutes ; but hero in the mid- 
dle district, where order has been almost universal, it remains for an ex-mayor of the 
^' central city," the treasurer of the county, to traduce us as^ people, and to report 
such violations of ^Maw and order" as would justify a declaration of martial law, and 
a suspension (^f the writ of habeas corpus under the enforcement bill. In the name of 
the peopU', both white and black, of this county and district, wo denounce the report 
of the grand jury of which Perkins, esq., was foreman, as a vile slander which cannot 
be substantiated by the facts, as is evidenced by his asking to be discharged without 
doing a single thing to. prove the truth of the presentments olTered. Perkins, esq., you 
made a mistake. 



Itepori of grand jurors of middle district of Alabama. 

To the Hon. Riciiaud Busteed : 

The grand jurors of the middle district of Alabama beg leave to make their report. 

We regret to be compelled, from the evidence brought before us, to say we are forced 
to the conclusion that in some parts of this district there have been frequent and out- 
l ageous violations of law. Without provocation, both white and colored i)ers()ns have 
been beaten, whipped, shot at, wounded, and some killed, while in the i)eaeeable pur- 
suits of the rights secured to them by the Constitution and laws of the United States, 
by persons in most instances disguised, and whom it has not been possible, from the 
evidence before us, to identify, except in the cases reported by us. We deplore this 
state of things, and wish thus publicly and olhcially to express Our disapprobation and 
to denounce all who are engaged in them, and pledge ourselves to ]>ut a stop to them, 
so far as in our power, and call upon all good citizens throughout the State to aid the 
authorities to bring these criminals to justice. We owe it to ourselves, our citizens, 
and to the fjiir fame of our State to do this. 

We are happy, however,. to state that we find nothing in the evidence before us to 
implicate the great body of the people in these outrages, or to show that there is any or- 
ganized band of Ku-Klux (so called) throughout the district, but believe that the great 
mass of the people are opposed to euch an organization, which exists only in certain 
localities in the counties of Macon, Coosa, and Tallajwosa, and these eoniined to a few 
persons. 

With these views, and believing that our services are no longer required in the inter- 
est of the Government, we ask to be discharged. 

J. L. PERKINS, 

For cm an Grand Ju ry. 

We object to the report on account of its generalities, preferring to specify the j^artic- 
Tilar occunences. 

BENJ. F. NOBLli:. 
WM. H. SMITH. 

Hcsohcdy That the thanks of this grand jury are due, and hereby tendered to the Hon. 
Richard Busteed, for his able, dignified, and impartial charge to us, and for his gentle- 
manly bearing toward us, while engaged in the discharge of our duties ; and also to 
the Hon. J. A. Minnis, district attorney, for his ability and courtesy while assisting and 
advising us as to the cases before us, and also to Hon. R. W. Healy, United States mar- 
shal, and other officers, for their politeness and care for our comfort. 

J. L. PERKINS, 

Foreman Grand Jury. 
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Wasiiixgtox, D. C, June 23, 1871, 

TUKXER KEAVIS, sworn and examined. 

lyy the CiiAiiniAX : 
(Jucstion. In what part of Alabama do you reside? 

Ait8(r('i\ In Sumter County, al)out ten or twelve miles from tlie line Lctween the 
States of Mississipi)i and Alabama. 

(jHfsiion. JIow \ono- have you lived there ? 
^lii>ftrer. Sinec July, 18l>8. 
Qi(csiio)i. What its your occupation ? 
Aiisirci: An attorney — a ]U'aeticin«;' lawyer. 

(JuC'Stion. Have you lield any public ])()sition in that county or State? 
Arifiircr. I was a circuit judge bcfoi'e the war. 

(jKf.stiou. Do yoii hold any public position now, or are you })racticiu«i" your prof('s.sion ? 

Anmrrr. I am ])racti( iniij my ]u-otession ; 1 hold no pul)lic ])osition. I resigned the 
oOiee of circuit jmlge, and have liehl no i)ublic positicm since, exerpt that 1 was a 
State senatoi- during four years of the w:u". 

(Jiie.'ition. Do you ])ractice your profession throughout the circuit ? 

Aiisircr. Yes, sir; 1 practice it in <'V<-ry court in the circuit whieli is l)r('sid^Ml over by 
Tmlge Smith ; and 1 })^clice in S(n'erai counties along the line in East ^lississippi ; 
also in Mobile^ .and in ^lontgomcry. 

(Jiicstion, Give to tlie e«)uimittee your vit^w of the condition of altuii's in that portion 
of the State so far as regards the execution of the laws and the safety of lite, person, 
and i)ro])erty. 

^tiisinr, Welb sir, I hav(^ been very well ac<iuainted, for a goo«l m:iny years ])ast, in 
the counties oi" flioctaw, Kinggold, Sumter, (ii'ccnc. and Piel^ens. They com])ose the 
judicial circuit nov>', and J am at this time ]>retty well acquainted with the state 
of things tlic]'<\ jnid with the state ot pid)lic feeling. 31y impression is that there is 
more ]-esp(M't for law and there is less crime committed now, and more jx-acc^ and (piiet 
among the ])eople, liotli white and black, than then^ has been at any tinu.^ since tho 
ch)sc ot tlie war. Ihit there are occasional crimes connnitted jet, though tliey are nob 
so frecpicnt as Ibrmerly. 

(Ju<s(}())L Is there any obstnch^ in youi" courts to the administration of justice lietween 
man and man as alfecting civil rights ! 

AnsK-ir. I think not. 

(Jin.siiou. Is there aiiy thing which i)revents the trial, conviction, and ])unishmeiit of 
erimiind otfen<lers ! 

J//.s/rrr, 1 tinnk not. We have mixed juries, white and black, and the bar]U\actice 
bet'oK^ (hem as it they were all whit(\ and tln^ vtu'dicts arc about as corr« ('t, generally, 
as they w<'re at any ti'.ne belbre the war, ))oth in civil ami crinjinnl cases. The- state 
ot fe(ding towiud the judge of that circuit was vei-y strong against him at lirst, but 
1 think now — in tact 1 know — he is treated both by the bar and th<'. law-a*<iding citizens 
gcn<-rally, who compose the great mass of the })eople, with the respect, couj'tesy, and 
kindness, which are not only due to him :is a man, but to the station that he occupies. 
In one county I hav(^ heard tliat he was m)t on one occasion treated with that cointesy 
he was <'ntitled to, thongli he vras tr(^atcd with ])erfect respect while on tlu? b(^uch. I 
heard too that he was so uu]>oi)ular with a snudl ];ortiou of the people of Choctaw 
County that souk <lesperate, lawless men had ])urned his mill and his gin-house during 
this last spi ing. On one occasion 1 sav^' an attemjit ot some drunken, desperate young 
in(Mi to connnit violence uixm him. lie was very calm and self-possessed. He wan 
unarmed and they were armed — o])enly armed. 1 ^^'as with him; we vrere walking 
from the court-hous(^ He t(dd th(an that they were taking advantag(M)f him ; that 
he was not armed and th(\v were; and he would not mak(3 any cx})lanation ; he would 
not talk to them under those circumstnnces. They wanted him to make some ex])la- 
nation of sonu' remark he had made on the public highway. lie was perfectly calm 
and self-possess(-(l. and he declined to do it. Through my own ])ersonal inlluence I 
induced those young men to go away and let him alone. That was the last of it. 
'J'hat is tin* oiily pei'sonul disres])ect 'that I ever saw nuniifested toward him, and I 
know of no ellbi't on any occasion to ])rcvent him from holding court <'xcept the latter 
l>art of April last, when he should have held a court in Sumter, and could not on 
account of his being sick. I underst(jo<l that while he was sick he received an anony- 
mous letter warning him not to cross the (Jhoctaw lin(\ He had to ci'oss tlait line to 
come to Sumter. 1, inyself, wrote to Judge Smith thnt 1 did not think there was any- 
thing in that : that that was from some ei'imiual who did not want to be tried, and 
that he (tlu^ judge) could go thiu'e and hold court with ]jerfect safety, and that I would 
gtuiranti-e for myself and the bai', and tlu^ peo[)ie generally, that he should be treated 
Avith pci fcct kindness and respect ; but unfortunately he was too ill to hold court. 
Those are the only occurrences since Judge Smith has been on the bench that indicate % 
any dihiculty in the administration of justice there. I do not thiuk there is any ditiv 
culty. 
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Qn€siion» Have you any knowledge of proceedings in either of those counties calling 
upon him to resigu his office ? 

Anm-cr. I have no personal knowledge of it. I sawresolntions printed in the county 
paper requesting him to resign. I was not present at the meeting, and I had nothing 
to do with it. If I had been there those resolutions would not have beeu i^assed, I 
think. 

By Mr. Stevekson : 
Question. That was in your own county ? 

Ansxcer, Yes, sir. I do not live at the county seat, hut seventeen miles north of it. 
Those resolutions were very decidedly condemned by at least 95 per cent, of the white 
people of the county; and it wa§ well understood, I think, both by Judge Smith and the 
people, that those resolutions were passed iu the interest of a man who wanted the 
place himself in case Judge Smith could be forced out of it. There was nothing threat- 
cuing in the resolutions. They merely stated that he was in possession of an office 
which belonged to another ; that the result of the elections had condemned the otBce- 
bolders of the republican party, and that he ought to resign ; and the resolutions con- 
cluded by requesting him to do so. I received a letter from Jud^e Smith on the sub- 
ject, aud i advised him not to resign. I think he would have resigned if those resolu- 
tions had not beeu passed. I advised him not to resign ; and the members of the bar 
unanimously concurred in a letter which I wrote him requesting him not to resign, 
and assuring him of perfect safety if he should come and hold eonrt, and of perfect 
respect to him both on and off the bench. It has not been long since I saw him at one 
of his courts in the circuit— in Pickens County. During the term Judge Smith was 
treated with perfect kindness and perfect respect both on the bench and off. Pie was 
iuvited out to dine and sup with the best citizens of the i)lace, and was treated in all 
respects as a native southerner, and indeed he is so treated wherever he goes. But 
there are a few desperate, bad men who write threatening letters and try to intimidate 
the judge, because they are personally interested in the criminal docket, and perhaps 
would act in the same way toward any other jadge. 

Question.JLu the discharge of his official duties, have you seen anything either with 
regard to his capacity, fidelity, or integrity which would justify a i)roceeding of that 
kind asking him to resign ? 

Answer, None whatever. When those resolutions were offered, some of the members 
of the bar came to me and proposed that we should write a letter to Judge Smith con- 
demning, so far as we were concerned, and so far as the law-abiding men of our part of 
the county were concerned, those resolutions, and desiring to be understood as repro- 
bating them in every respect. We finally concluded, however, that it wonld be better 
to call upon Judge Smith, when he came to onr county to hold court, and iu a public 
manner express our disapprobation of those resolutions, and our approbation of his 
conduct as a judge. I have practiced before Judge Smith ever since he has been on 
the bench, and he has been, I think, as good a judge, for the experience he has had as 
a jndge, as I ever knew. I think he is strictly impartial and honest; he is perfectly • 
gentlemanly and courteous ; and not a man has ever said a word about him to his 
prejudice in my presence, except that they call him a carpet-bagger." That is the 
only thing that can be alleged against him — that they regard him as an intruder. 

Question. So far, then, as the constitution of the court in that circuit is concerned, 
does it present in itself any obstacle to every man having his rights properly adjudi- . 
cated ? 

Anstver. I think that Judge Smith is as impartial and judicious in the administra- 
tion of his duty as a judge as any man I ever knew. I have a very kind regard for 
him myself. When he first came there to hold court, the political feeling was very 
strong against all that class of citizens w^ho are commonly called "carpet-baggers" and 
'•scalawags." I had never seen Judge Smith myself. I went round to members of the 
bar on the day that court was to convene, and told them I thought it was our duty to 
treat Judge Smith with proper respect, and we ought to go and call upon him and 
assure him he would be treated with the respect that was due to the place he occupied. • 
Being one of the older members myself, I proposed we should all call upon Judge 
Smith and assure him of the treatment that was due to him as a judge. I led the way 
and all the members of the bar followed my example. There has never been tho 
slightest difficulty between him and any member of the bar, nor between him and any 
suitor iu court, except this uuauthorizecl attempted assault which I mentioned awliilo 
ago. 

Question. Probably that is the case of which he gave us an account himself, where 
young men came into the court-house armed. 
Answer. That is the same gang. 

Question. There is a class of cases alleged to have occurred through that region of 
tho State, commonly known as Ku-Klux crimes and offenses. If you Jiave any knowl- 
^edge of them, state where they have been committed, and whether they have been tho 
subject of judicial investigation in any case. 
Answer. I know that great crimes have been committed secretly and by disguised 
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men. I niojiii I know it by common report. I have no personal knov/lodcro of any 
Kn-Klnx organization, or any otlier secret organization in violation of linv or ior 
l>olitiea] purposes. I do, however, know that great crimes have been eoraniitted ; 
and when I lieard that th(\v had been connnitted I was told, at the same time, that 
they w(^re eonunitted by Ku-Klnx. I know that whenever one of iWse crimes has 
l)een eoniniitted in the cirenit in which I ])raetiee, Judge Smith has taken the matter 
in hand, and in his charges to the grand jnry and otherwise has done and said every- 
thing tliat ho eonld do to bring the offenik^s to justice — to ferret tliem out. But I am 
not aware that any person concerned in any oiu' of those crimes, so far as I have heard, 
has ever been Ibuud out by the investigation of a giand jury, uv in any other manner; 
and I am i>retty sure none of them have ever been brought to trial or to punishnuMit. 
Those crimes, however, have almost eiitirely ceased since the State election last year. 

(Jiusiion. When yon speak of criminals being etfeetually brought to justice, yon speak 
of those cases Avhich have actually been brought to trial ? 

^In^ircr. Yes, sir. 

(JavHiiou. In this class of cases the dilhculty exists in ascertaining v/ho are the ofieufl- 
ors and airestiug them ? 

Au.sH-( )'. Yes, sir, tbat is it. I can give you a casc^ in i:)oint: Last year, or year before, 
a young uuin by the name of Iiovd was assassinated, in Greene County, by a band of 
arme<l men. He was the register in chancery, and was county attorney lor Greeno 
Cor.nty. At tlie next term of the circuit court of that county. Judge Smith gave tho 
grand jury a very energ«»tic and vigorous charge, and ai)pointed a very energetic, vig- 
orous, aiul competent attorney in the i)lace of jNlr. Boyd. They had as good a grand 
jury — mixed grand jury — as 1 ever saw sit in that county. We had th(^ most intelli- 
gent negroes tliat there were in the c(Minty, and the most intelligent white men. Tlio 
grand jury remained in session during the whole term of tho court — two weeks — and 
the ])]'oseenting attorney, who was a friend of miiu', told me that he had witr.esses 
sununoned from the vicinity of every bridge and ferry in tin? county ; that he thought 
he must have had nearly ilve hundred witnesses examined and cross-examined; that 
the grand jury and he did tlieir utmost to get on the track of the piu'peti'ators, and that 
they could not get the sligiitest hint or clew toward linding out any one num. 

(Jnvxliou. Wen^ y(m in attiuidanee at the (ireene County court during that term ? 

^luHivcr. 1 was. 'J'here v»'as a g^Mitlenuin by the name of Minnis sent down there by 
the governor, 1 think, to assist in the prosecution. ^liunis staid in i»iy room on(i 

or two nights, and he told me he was satished nothing could be foinid out. 1 think I 
know tlu^ secrt't of that murder. It was not lor political C()nsiderati<nis. A short time 
beibre some negroes in that county had nnirdered and j-ohbed a white nuiu in a very 
l)arbarous manner. They were arrested and eonlint d in jail. By sonu^ means they 
made their escap<'. They wert; arrested l>y some white men in the ntughborhood in 
which they had eonn)iitted this crime, and they v»-ere innnediately killed, either by 
hanging or shooting. Mr. l>oyd, being th<' prosecuting attorney, indiscreetly, so far 
as his own jievsonal safety was concerned, renuirkecl ]ui])liely, on the streets of 
LutaW; one day, that he knew the nu?n who were concerned in the murder of those 
negroes, and that he intended to indict th<'m, and have them brought to justice, if lie 
had to sununon every inau in the county to accomjdish that purpose: that he intended 
to see that they were punished for the crime. It is supposed, and I have no doul)t it 
is true, that what Boyd said was conunnuieated to the men eoneeriu'd in the murder of 
the negroes, and that tlu^y took his life for their own self-protection. 

(Jucsfion. From the investigation which you made of that case during the time you 
were in attendance at the court, have you any doubt of Boyd's murder having been 
committed in ])ursuance of an organiz(Hl conspiracy ? 

^Insii'cr. That is not my opinion. My opinion about the Ku-Klux is, that there is no 
organized clan or society. I think that there are bad men, lawless men, dissipated 
men, who on ])articular occasions, either to avenge real or supposed injuries to them- 
selves or real or supposed crimes against society, undertake to band themselves to- 
gether (oidy a few of them) to administer lynch law. When they accomplish that pur- 
pose that IS the last of it until a new occasion arises for a similar administration of 
their code. 

Qitcyiion. lhat is your view of the general question. As to this particular instance, 
was it not your iuipression that, whether for temporary or for pernuinent i)urposeS; 
this particular nnirder was the result of an m^gariiziMl conspiracy ? 

Ju'^ivcv. Yes, sir; organized, I think, for the particular occasion. I do not think it 
was tin; result of a gxmeral organization, but of a conspiracy to accomplish that i)ar- 
ticular eriuu\ I have no doubt about that. 

(JiUKtw)i. From what you learn, were the persons who connnitted that crimes disguised 
in the same manner as*^ persons who committed other secret crimes, whether for the 
[uirpose of administering lynch law or not ? 

Jusicer. 1 do not believe I have ever heard of a crime being committed by disguised 
men, (;xcei)t that and oue^ other case. I have heard of crimes. One was committed 
near my liotise ; but my servants told me the men were not disguised on that occasion. 
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I never understood, and never iuqnired, the particular disguise these men appeared 
in who murdered Boyd. 

Qucbiion. Living in that commiuiity, and having the opportunities which your pro- 
fession gives you to lemu of alleged occurrences of lawlessness, give us hrielly your 
view Of that organization or association, or whatever it may he, which is ordinarily 
known there hy the name of Ku-Klux. 

AnsHcr. I haVo stated all that I can say on that subject, and that is, that there an^, 
in perhaps all the counties I have named, a few bad, desperate, dissipated men, who 
hand themselves together, either to avenge real or supposed wrongs to themselves or 
real or supposed crimes committed aj^ainst society; and they accomplish what they 
propose to do, either disguised or undisguised ; and there the matter stops until a new 
occasion arises, when perhaps an entirely different set of people, in a different neigh- 
borhood, will do preeisely the same thing without any concert of action with any iK)r- 
tion of (he people in other parts of the country. I mean by this that these men band 
themselves together just as they used to do in old times to administer lynch law, and 
tbat the band exists lor the time being only, not as a permanent organization. That 
is my opinion. 

Qncstioii. To what extent have offenses been committed in that manner through the 
counties you have named f How many persons have been victims of such proceed- 
ings ? 

Answer. 1 know of but one person who has been assassinated in our county. Ho 
was a negro who was formerly my slave. He was a favorite with me. He was a Baptist 
preacher, and was greatly indulg-ed j he had bis own way. He was quite an old man. 

By ^It. Tax Trump : 
Question, Give us his name 

Answer, His name was Richard Burke. A short time previous to his death I was at 
Livingston, the county seat, attending to business in the probate court. While I was 
there the day arrived which had been appointed for the republicans to meet and make 
their couuty nominations. On the evening before this day, my local law partner in 
Livingston received a dispatch from my town, stating that a hundred armed negroes 
had passed through Gainesville and were on the way to Livingston ; that they had 
stopped at Gainesville and obtained quantities of ammunition. That took us all by sur- 
prise ; at least it took mo by surprise. T had no idea that there was to be any assem- 
bling with arms. The white people did not meet there with arms, and I did not sup- 
pose the colored people would do so either. Very soon after that a dispatch was re- 
ceived from Captain Johnson, 1 think, who commanded a steamboat on the Tombigbee, 
that in passing up the river to Demopolis he had seen groups of negroes on the banks 
of the river — all with guns— v/ho said they were going to Livingston to attend the 
meeting next day ; that they had been ordered to attend with their arms. Very soon 
after that a dispatch was received there from Eutaw that Major Hays had engaged pas- 
sago for one hundred negroes to Livingston the next day. Well that produced a great 
deal of excitement there ; and the citizens sent out messengers through the county to 
notify the white pe6ple that there v/as likely to bo trouble the next day ; they sent out 
the information that liad been received by these telegrams. The result was that the 
next morning the white people, old and young, came in with their pistols and double- 
barreled ^uns ; and the negroes came in from every direction with their g-uns and pis- 
tols. This old negro of whom I spoke w\as a leader ; he was a member of the legisla- 
ture ; and this meeting was for the i)urpose of nominating candidates for the county. . 
Knowing him to be a man of influence I W'ent to him and told him, ^^Richard. this^, 
thing will never do. You see how these i)cople are excited. If tbe colored people come 
here with arms, as the white men are here with arms, we shall have a difficulty. I am 
authorized to assure you that you may hold your meeting here and make as many 
speeches as you please ; and you will not only be x^ermitted to do it, but you will be 
l)rotected in doing it." I said to him, ^' Go and tell your friends to go around town and 
call a meeting." I went to several of the prominent republicans and colored men, and^ 
advised them to do the same thing. Some of them were ignorant |)eople, and said they> 
had been ordered to do this by some white men ; that they had received orders that 
they were to go there with arms. What these negro(;s stated about Ueing ordered to 
go there with arms excited the white people a good deal. 

By the Chairman : 

Queslwn, Did they name the white men who had directed tiiem to come with arras? 

Anmvcr. No, sir ; I asked that ; and they did not know or would not tell. The negroes, 
however, did begin to go out and leave their arras ; but in the mean time information 
got there-, 1 do not know how, that Major Hays would not be there, and there would bo 
no speaking. The negroes then began to disperse. I went to the prominent white 
republicans there who were personal friends of mine, and told them I regretted thev 
should have had their meeting broken up j that that was not the design ; that these 
people only wanted to i)revcnt the negroes from committing any outrage with their 
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arms ; and that if tliey wished to bold their meeting we would see that they should be 
protected, and should have perfect peace and quietness. But in the mean time the 
white republicans there became A'ery much irritated aud provoked, and they declined 
to hold the meeting at all. When these negroes were advised to go and leave their 
arms outside of the town, it was reported tliat this old negro who formerly belonged to 
me, (Richard Burke,) advised them not to do it; saying that "the Avhite people were 
there with arms, and that they (the negroes) had as much right to stay there with their 
arms as the white people; that they must not give up th(>ir arms, nor leave them out 
of town." I do not know that the old man ever said any sucli thing ; but that was 
the report. A few nights after that, when I was home, I heard rapid firing which ap- 
peared to be about a hundred yards off, and I supi)osed there was some trouble on 
hand. My wife was a ery much fright«^ned. I rose, and called up my servants to as- 
certain wluit tlie matter AAas, Avliat tlic liriug was about; and tlu^y said it was over at 
Richard Burke's who lived aliout one hundred yards from m(\ There was a ])ath lead- 
ing from my house to his. I asked them v.hat tJie tiring was for. They said a party 
of nnm had g()n(^ there after another negro, who formerly belonged to nu', whose name 
was Kayn(> Ricliardson, and who had refiiscd to giv(Mi]> his arms at Livingston, and in 
the scrinnnag<3 was shot l)y some persons whom I do not know — not kiUed but wounded 
])r(^tty l)adly in tlie head. lie said they were after liichardson, and that the hring was 
at him; tliat li(\iuni})ed out of the window and ran away. I ask(Hl if anybody was 
liurt, and was infornu^d l)y the servants that tlicre was not. I sent for Richardson's 
wife and asked if any damage bad been done; tshe said "no." I was very much grati- 
fied and went back to bed. Next morning wIkmi my servant came in, he informed me 
that the old man, Richard Bnrk(% was dead ; had becMi killed about half way betv\^een 
his house and mine, and tliat he was lying on the path leading between my liouse and 
his. I rose and went over as soon as I could, and was informed tliat he was lying there, 
shot very ])adly in the head and (dsewhere — shot all to pieces ; some ( ohu'cd friend ot 
his had been tliere before^ me and s])rcad a cloth ov(4' him. 1 then called up one of niy 
servants who wa« in tlie habit of staying over at Richardson's liouse, and asked Iiiiu 
what he knew about it. lie said he vras there when tiiese men came; that lu^ thought 
there were about tw(*nty men on horseback; that they came and hallooed; that ho 
went to the door, and they (lirect( d him to open it and raise a light. 'J liey asked liim 
if he had a lantern. lie said lie liad; and he raised a liglit. Tiiey carri(Ml him out to 
the gat(\ and jmt him umhn- guard with his lantern, and they went in s<'arcb of Hayno 
Richardson, and old man Burke. 

Qu(.sliou. Whom had they carried out to the gate? 

Juswer. ]My servant, who was holding the lant(^rn. Only two or three got down to 
go ill search of the men they were after; and while he was there he raised liis lanterTi, 
so that he saw the face of every man distinctly; and he said not on'^ of them was dis- 
guised, and that, although he was very well accinainted in that part ()f the country, he 
liad never seen one of tliose men before. The citizens were very much excited. The 
mayor of the town had an iiujucst called to examine everybody, white and black, that 
was likely to know anything about it, except this man, llayne Richardson, who had 
concealed^ himself (U^ lied from the State. He has never been tlu're since. He was the 
only person likely to know anything about it who was not examined as a witness; and 
they got no clue \vhatever. I heard that ab(mt daylight the next morning a party of 
three or four or five nu n were seen going in one direction, and as many in another 
direction, and as many in another — not as many as ten in any one company— all going 
in the direction of the Mississippi State line.' That is all we have ever been able to 
find out about that. 

Quottion, How long was that after tlie meeting? 

Answer. I do not think it was more than a w(M^k, if that much. 

Quoiiion. Were they white men whom your servant saw ? 

Answer. He said they were all white men. 

Question. Had there' been any act of viohmee committ-ed or threatened against tho 
colored people before the time of that meeting, when they came there with their 
arms ? 

Answer. None whatever that I heard of. The state of feeling between the colored 
people aud the whites was entirely kind and friendly in that part of the county; and 
that circumstance made the fact that the negroes were assembling to hold their meet- 
ing with arms and ammunition the more surprising to the white peoi)le. 

Question. When asked about bringing their arms, did they give any other reason for 
it than the one you have already suggested— that they had been ordered to bring 
them"? ^ " . 

Answer. The only reason they gave me, and the only reason I heard of, was that they 
were ordered to do it by w^hite men. 

Question. Did they say anything about how they proposed to use their arms, or 
whether they projiosed to used them at all ? 

Answa-. They said they did not know anything about it; that they were ordered to 
come there. Their language was, " I was ordered to bring my arms to-day, aud wa.s 
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ordered by a wliito mar and tliey said that runners bad been sent to them. Those 
that came from about my town told me that they received their message at church on 
the Sunday before at a colored meeting. 

Question. Was it publicly announced to them in the church? 

Answer. It was a negro meeting ; they had a church of their own up there. They 
said that at that meeting they received the message to come down. 

Question. Did you understand Avhether it was announced in the church publicly 
iiotf 

Ansitrr. I did not understand whether it was publicly announced or not. The im- 
l)ression left on my mind was that the announcement was not made to them at their 
church publicly. 

By Mr. VaxTkump: 

Question. Do you know whether it was a white or a negro preacher who preached 
that day to that congregation ? 
Answer. It was a colored man. 

By the Chairman: 
Question. They said that while they were there they got the notice ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did they actually make any attempt at violence on anybody with their 
arms on that day ? 

Answer. Not that I am aware of, unless this man, Hayne Richardson, attempted 
violence at the time he was ordered to leave his arms in the country and when h« re- 
fused to give them up. I think I understood that he undertook to iise arms, and that 
brought about a shot which struck him on the head and injured him seriously. 

Question. Who directed him- to leave his arms outside the town ? 

Answer. I think it was a general understanding among the negroes themselves, after 
the persuasion of the w^hite people, that it was best for them to do so. I think they 
yielded to white men whom they regarded as their friends, and who advised them to 
leave their arms in the country. 

Question. Was it colored men or white men whom Richardson resisted when they 
wished him to leave his arms outside? 

Answer. I cau only tell what I was informed. 

Question. AVe understand that you have no personal knowledge of the matter. 

Answer. After the negroes commenced leaving town, either to go home or to leave 
their arms in the country, I heard one or two shots, and as soon as I heard those shots 
I observed live or six young men on horseback, apparently very much excited, going 
in the direction of these shots at full speed. It turned out, as I afterward heard, 
that these shots were the mere discharge of the guns of some of the negroes for tht3 
purpose of unloading ; and I think it was these young men who brought on the difli- 
culty with this man, Hayne Richardson. W^ho they were I do not know. I did nofc * 
know them when I saw them, and I do not know them now. 

Question. Had there been any attempt at violence by the negroes against the whites 
before that ? * 

Ansiver. I think not. 

Question. Was there any on that day ? 

Answci'. None whatever. The only violence I heard of during the day was that • 
which occurred with this man^ Hayne Richardson. ^ 

Question. The meeting then passed off with entire quiet on both sides, with the ex- 
cei^tion of that one little occurrence in connection with this one man ? 

Ansice)\ Yes, sir. 

Question, Were there any local regulations of the town which prohibited the negroes 
from bringing their arms into it, and which they disobeyed by doing so ? 
Answer. I think not. 

Question. Is it the practice of that country for men to go armed when they see proper > 
to do so ? 

Ansicer. It is the practice of the country now for both whites and blacks to carry 
side arms ; but it is very rarely the case (in fact I never knew a case before) to go to Ii 
political meeting, or any other public meeting, except for military imrposes, with guns 
and muskets and rifles. This is the only time I ever knew of it ; and the excuse these 
negroes gave was that they were ordered to do it. . 

Que!s1ion. What was the date of that meeting ; was it last fall ? 

Ansicer. 1 cannot say. 

Question. W^as it during the political campaign of last year ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; it was some time previous to the election last year. I cannot re- 
member the month. 

Question. Was it before or after the rqceting at Eutaw f 

Ansice)'. Before. 

Question. How long before ? 
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Jnsiver, I think it must have heen a month or more hcforc. 

Question. Was Major Ilays the only i)erson announced to speak at that mooting ? 
Amu'cr. Xo ; I nndorstood thfit Mr. Jonos, of Marengo, ^vas to meet him there? 
Qiiesiion. There was really no meeting held — no speoehes made ? 

Answer. No ; there were no speakers. I think, thongh, that the meeting would have 
been held if it had not been for the exeitement produced hy both parties being there 
with arms. 

Qimtiou, You have given this statement as the reason for Burke being visited and 
murdered. Is that the connection that the circumstances hold to each other in your 
mind ? 

Amwcr. That is the only reason I know of or have any suspicion of ; that is the 
reason I have heard assigned. Itichard Jhirke was a quiet man. To be sure, lie had 
made himself obnoxious to a'eertain class of young men by having biMMi a leader in the 
Loyal Leagu(v and by having ac(piired a great inttuence oVer ])eople of his color. 

(Jue^iion. Was he a man of respectability and decency in his behavior as a colored 
man / 

A)) Hirer. Very. 

(JiK.^iwu. As T gather from your statement he was firm in standing up for the rights 
of himself and his colored associates? 

Aiistrcr. Yes, sir ; I think he was. lie was not extreme though. He was a moderate 
man and Avould do almost anything that I advised him to do. He even consulted me 
after he IxK'ame a mend)er of tlie legislature, as to what course he ought to pursue, 
wha: measures he ought to su])])oit, and wliat oppose; and I gave him the best advice 
I kn(^w how — assisted him all 1 could. He was very nnicli attached to me. I had 
owned him thirty years. 

(Jue.'itloii. Was the murder of Burke looked upon as having had any effect i\x)on the 
colored i)eople in intimidating them in that county ? 

Au.sircr. I am under the impression that it had in his immediate neighborhoiHl ; that 
is, in the town of Gainesville and the surror.nding country, where he was well known. 
I know that the negroes seemed to 1)0 i)rofoundly dej(^cte(l, some time after his death: 
and sonieof tlu^ best of them canu^ toeonsult nn* asto wlH^ther they ought not to emigrate 
and go to Texas. They felt insecure. I advised them not to go. I said that those who 
were doing well had tter stay where they were; that if they conducted themselves 
with proprietv they would not be troubled. Thev took my advice and remain there 
still. 

(Juexi'ioH. Had that fear any eHect in i)reventing the presence of the negroes at the 
election ? 

Ausirer. I think not. * 

(J(U>iiiv)i. You thiidc they went to the election notwithstanding this ? 

A)i-'iiver. Well, 1 do n(»t think there was a fall turn out of the colored vote ; but I do 
not think tln^ failure to turn out fully was the result of fear or intimidation. The 
democrats in my county, and indeed in all those western oonnties, exerted theuiseh'os 
tremendously to get the colored people to vote thiui' ticket. They gave them bar])eeues 
and nuule speeches, and got colored men who were (h'mocrats to go around with them 
and nmke speeches. The hatchet seemed to bi,^ Iniried between the two races during 
that canvass, and has i-emained buried ever since. The colored men argued this Avay, 
in their public s])eeches : "Well, my colored friends, we have sux^ported the republican 
ticket Urn last live years, and we are no better olf now than we were before. In the 
mean time we have been employed and taken care of by our old southern friends; they 
are the only friends we have had during th(\se tive yeais, although we have been su])- 
])orti ng the other party. I pro]K)se now that we shall supjiort the democrats for live 
years, and see what they will do for us." W(dl, these people, swayed to and fro by the 
im])uls(,' of the moment, (they are nothing but grown-u]! children, a great many of 
them,) would say, "T will go and vote the deniocratic ticket." Othei's would say, 
'•Well, I don't want to vote against iny principles, but I don't want to vote against 
my southern friends neither. I will stay at home." In that way a great many tailed 
to come out. I made a little speech on"^ the denmeratic side inyself at one precinct 
where there were about thirty white votes. I did not go there for that i)urpose ; I 
hajipened to l>e delayed at a railroad station. I was called upon by the colored people 
then^selves, and I made- them a little address. About thirty white votes were cast 'at 
that i)recinct and about one hundred and forty colored ; every colored vote was for the 
democratic ticket, and e\ cry white vote too. A similar result occurred at several other 
precincts in the county ; every colored man voted tln^ democratic ticket. 

Question. AVhat you' have just stated is the only reason you know for the colored 
peojde staying away from the ])olls ? 

Answer. 1 am ]>erfectly sure that in my county there was no attempt at intimidation 
])y threats or anything else. The negroes were treated dining the canvass, and indeed 
have been ever since, Avith perfect kindness and justice, I think. A <^ood many negroes 
had become very much disgusted with what they call the ''radicals." Some bad men 
from the North and West" had gone in and undertaken to make cotton and carry on 

22 
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farms. They had employeil these negroes, under a promise of big wages and doing a 
great many good things for them ; but instead of paying the negroes their wages they 
left without paying them one cent. The negroes sometimes lost as much as tAvo years' 
wages or a large portion of it. Those who were the sufferers in that w^ay became very 
nmch disgusted with what they called the radical party ; and then their influence on 
others who had not been thus employed was very considerable. In that way the 
republican party lost votes. In my county the republican majority would not bo less 
than 1,500 if the negroes were all to vote for the republicans, yet the county was 
carried for the democrats by G25. 

Question. Do you attribute that result in any manner to intimidation caused by this 
occMirrence or to actual threats made by anybody at the election ; or do you attribute 
it to the persuasive means to which you have adverted as being addressed to the 
negro voters? 

Avsicei'. I attribute it to persuasion and kindness entirely, and to disgust with the 
treatment some of the negroes had received from men who were republicans. I am 
sure that if any intimidation or improper means had been used to keep negroes from 
the polls, I should certainly have heard of it. 

Question, Is there in that section any such ostracism or terrorism resorted to as is 
calculated to jirevent, or has actually prevented, the free expression of political senti- 
ments by men of all classes of politics f 

Answer. I think there is not now. 

Question, Has there been ? 

Ansiver. There has been, as was illustrated at that Eutaw riot. There was an appar- 
ent determination that Major Hays should not address the people at that place. l>ut 
I certainly do not know of any opposition to any person, Avhite or black, expressing his 
views on any subject, publicly or j^rivately, except in that instance ; I mean since the 
])residential canvass. There was some opijosition made in my town to Major Hays and 
General Warner making public speeches there. There seemed to be a great deal of 
excitement against what were called "carpet-baggers" and " scalawags," and when 
these gentlemen went there, there seemed to be a determination that they should not 
speak. I used what little influence I had, however, to see that they got a peaceful and 
quiet hearing ; and everything went off smoothly and satisfactorily. 

Question. On that occasion, in the presidential campaign, how was the determination 
manifested ? 

J Hsirer. Just bywords. 

Question, By words only ? 

Ausivcr. Violent men on the street would say, "These men shan't speak here to-day." 
I got up and addressed the crowd and told them those gentlemen had a right to sx)eak 
and must bo heard if they wished to be, and should be heard ; that this was a free 
country, and they had as much right to speak as anybody ; but if they would not for 
any other reason, I asked them as a personal favor to me to listen to those gentlemen 
patiently, quietly, and respectfully ; and they did. 

Question. That was in your county in 1868? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. The opposition on that occasion (I think it was in 18G8) and the 
opposition to Major Hays's speaking in Eutaw are the only instances I have heard of 
oppos'ition being made to any republican making a speecli ; and I have no doubt that 
any man, whether republican or otherwise, can go through any county in the State of 
Alabama, and speak without the slightest danger to himself personally, and, I think, 
also Avithout any disagreeable interruption. 

Question. Is it your belief now, taking the counties with which you are most con- 
versant — Greene County and Sumter — that a republican meeting can be called, com- 
posed of colored men and any white republicans who may see i)roper to attend ? 

Answer. Just as freely as a democratic meeting. 

QMestion, And bo addressed without personal danger ? 

Ansicer. Just as much as a democratic meeting. I have no doubt of it. There is a 
marked change in the feelings of the i)eople during the last five years. They are be- 
coming more kindly disposed, and more content with things as they are ; and there is 
more disposition to acquiesce in the xiresent state of things than there has ever been 
before ; and I think the bitterness toward republicans, whether natives of the State or 
otherwise, is greatly diminished. To be sure, there are a few violent politicians who 
hate, a republican, no matter where he conies from — who have no tolerance at all ior 
men of that party. But in everything I now say about the public feeling in my ])art 
(if the.country, I speak of the great mass of the white men ; there are exceptional cases, 
of course, but those exceptional ejises cannot control public sentiment or public action 
so. as to prevent any public meeting or public demonstration that any republican, 
v/hite or black, may wish to make in a peaceful and quiet manner. 

Qnesiion. Has this impression with reference to the insecurity of republicans in that 
region grown in any manner out of the alleged fact (and we desire to know whether it 
ifi a fact) that (these outrages committed in secrcft have generally, if not universally, 
been committed upon the negroes and upon republicans ? 
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Answer. I do not thiiik there is any insocnrity for republicans in my part of the State, 
any further than this : There are, as I have stated, extrenaely bitter politicians, and 
tliere are desperate, bad men, a few — they are comparatively few — and those few hate 
republicans, whether natives of the State or otherwise. But I do not think that the 
personal safety of any republican is, or is likely to be, imperiled in Alabjinia on ac- 
count of his politics. The feeling of the white people toward republican ofiice-holders, 
whether natives or not, is pretty strong still, but far less bitter thiwi it has been — very 
far. The people seem to consider that the native republicans are treacherous to theiV 
section, and that those rei)ublicans who have emigrated there are intruders — I mean 
those who are holding offices. The iminession is, that they are intruders into these 
othces, and taking what they ought not to have. But while thQpeoi>]e feel they are intrud- 
ers, and do not deserve to occupy these places,! think that fully 05 per t^'ut. of tIk^ 
peo]de treat these oftice-holders with the respect and courtesy that is due to the stations 
they occupy, without regard to the individual ; and in many cases they treat them cor- 
dially in a social point of view. I do not know any judge who has ever i)resided in the 
e-ireuit in which I live who has l)een treated with more cordiality, in a sociiil \)ou.t <»f 
view, than Judge Smith ; and yet there are bad men there who denounce Iiini as a 
" cari)et-bagger^' and intruder, and would be glad to get him out of the office. 

(Juc'h'tioii. Is it the fact that where men liave been murdered in s<'cret, and by persons 
in disguise, or where they have been wliijjped, the victims have b<H'n republicans ? 

Austrer. I think that as to the majority of crimes that I have heard of Ixung com- 
mitted, either upon white or black, the subjects of the crimes were rei^ublicans, but 
not in all cases. 

QiK'stion. May that fact have given rise to the apprehension of insecurity which many 
])ersons say they have ; you think the feeling is not well f(mnded ; but may not that 
iact account for it ! 

Answer. I think so. If any republican in my part of the State feels any insecui ity 
of person or pro])erty, it is very luitural ho should attribut*^ the feeling to the I'act that 
outrages have b(*en connnittcd upon iieople of his politics nH)re than upon anybody 
else. But, as I observed before, the class of crimes which have bet>n commixed in 
secret has greatly diminished, if not ceased to exist. I have heard of no outrage com- 
mitted in secret lor a long time. 

Qiiefftion. Is there a disposition on the part of your people to assist in enforcing the 
law of Ccmgress intended to supi)ress this class of outrages and wrongs ? 

Answer. Well, sir, that law has been but recently passed, and I am not able to state 
what public opinion is ni>on that subject. I think, though, that a jury either in the 
State courts or the Federal courts, selected fairly and im])artially, would conv ict, it 
the evidence and the charge of th(^ court should require it, liowever umch it might go 
against the grain to do it. That is my oi>ini(m. It is my opinion also, that it is not 
the policy of the Government to prosecute that class of cases now. 

By >lr. ConuiiN : 

Question. Do you mean to say that you think it is not, or it ought not to be, the policy 
of the^^ Government ? 

Answer. I think that the people think it is not the policy; and my own opinion 

Question. You do not understand the question. Do the x)cople think that it is not, 
oi- that it ought not to be, the x)oliey f 
Answer. I mean that it is impolitic to prosecute that class of cases. 

By the Ciiair.aiax : 
Question. For what reason ? 

Answer. In the first i)race, while the great mass of the southern people are loyal to 
the Government, and feel determined to obey the laws of the Governraent to the 
utmost of their alulity, they do not feel afiectionate toward the Government. They 
act under a sense of duty more than a sense of love. They feel that they laid <lown 
tluir arms at the close of the war in good faith and with a determination to be good 
(itizens afterward, if permitted; and they feel that, notwithstanding that, the Gov- 
ernmenti has treated them as rebels still and as enemies ; and they regard this legisla- 
tion that you allude to as one of the evidences of unfriendliness on the part of the 
(Tovernment toward the southern people. When I say it is impolitic in the Government 
to enforce those laws even in a ])roi>er case I mean this: That I think it is the policy of 
tlie Government to act toward the southern people in such a way as not only to secure 
their respect and obedience and loyalty to the Government, but their atfection. That 
can only be done by the Governm<Mit acting toward them with magnanimity, gener- 
osity, and kindness. To undertake to prosecute these offenses under these Ku-Klux 
laws" I believe they call them, makes the people think it is an indication of unfriend- 
liness on the part of the Government, and it keeps the southern people irritated vv ith 
tlie idea that they are still treated as en<^mies and rebels, although they have ceas<'d 
to be so in fact, and ceased to have any puri)ose or desire ever to be so again. The 



340 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



heart of the southeru people cannot ho restored to the Government without gener- 
osity and kindness, and an ahandonment of those extreme measures which some people 
desire to see enforced against them. 

QncsHon. Is it the sentiment of tho large majority of the people in your State that the 
eflbrt of the General Government to prosecute and punish offenders is the evidence of 
unfriendly feeling toward the whole southern people ? 

Jns^cer. Yes, sir ; 4:bey look at the matter in this light : Congress makes these laws, 
and makes certain acts crimes, and then deprives the State courts of the jurisdiction of 
those crimes, and dr£>gs citizens a long distance from home to a Federal court, where 
they are perfect stangers, at heg^vy expense, and to the great neglect of their husiness. 
It keeps the southern people irritated. The United States is able to be generous and 
magnanimous to these soufliern people, and the way to jmt down these crimes is not to 
lirosecute them, but it is to forgive them. 

Quesiion. Do you mean the Ku-Klux outrages ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; the very fact that you undertake to prosecute and persecute these 
men, if there are any Ku-Kluxes, will make two where there is but one. 

Question. Is your remedy, and the remedy of ypur i)eople, to let them go on, forgiving 
every offense they commit ? 

Answer. O no, sir ; I think that every great crime ought to be punished by some court 
or other. But I think, as I stated before, that the legislation of Congress on this Ku-Klux 
question is, so far as the southern people are concerned, impolitic. I do not think that 
the hearts of the southern people can ever be brought back to the Government as long 
as such legislation stands on the statute-book and is enforced with the rigor with which 
it is in the power of the Government to enforce it. I think it is tho policy of the Gov- 
ernment to have tho heart of the entire people — not only loyalty upon principle, but 
loyalty from love. 

Question. Conceding, as I understand you do, that there are no cases in which men 
have been brought to justice in the State courts for these secret crimes, what remedy 
would you suggest for them? 

Ans%'er. I have already stated all I can on that subject. In the circuit in which I 
X)ractice, I know as a fact that the officers of the court and tho grand juries have used 
their utmost exertions to ferret out these offenders without success. Whether petj ury is 
committed by ^vitnesses before the grand j ury, I cannot tell. I suppose, if any perjuries 
are committed, the same perjuries would be committed in the Federal courts that are com- 
mitted in the State courts ; and I do not think that the Federal courts would bo likely to 
ferret out these secret crimes more successfully than the State courts could. I think the 
Stafe courts more likely to ferret them out than the Federal courts, because, in the 
State courts, the investigation takes place in the county in which the offense was com- 
mitted, and in which it is to be presumed there is some evidence to be fouud. There 
are some prosecutions now pending in the circuit court of the United States at Mobile 
for the Eutaw riot. I am defending one of those accused parties ; and I know the state 
of feeling in Greene County in reference to those prosecutions. I was not at Eutaw on 
the day of this unfortunate occurrence ; but I am very well informed wl^t did occur 
to General Warner, and Governor Parsons, and others who were present ; and, from my 
knowledge of public sentiment in Greene County, I think that the Government would 
make friends, I think that the republican party would make friends in the South, by 
dropping those prosecutions. I think that tho Government will make enemies by i)ur- 
suing them. 

Question. In saying that, do you mean to convey tho idea that those men are not 
guilty of any offense against the peace and security of the community ? 

Au8we7\ Well, I do not know what the truth is about the facts. One side represents 
the facts in one way, and the other in another. These men who are prosecuted, and their 
friends, say, and declare that they will abundantly prove it, that this difficulty was 
brought on by Major Hays and his friends. The other side say that it was brought on 
by the democrats. 

Question. I am not speaking of the guilt or innocence of any man, or any party ; but 
taking it for granted that the peace was disturbed, that a public meeting was broken 
up. and that men were wounded, do you think that th« policy of the Government, 
either State or Federal, ought to be to permit such an occurrence to pass with impu- 
nity, and not i)unish those who are guilty, whether democrats or repubhcans, white or 
black ? 

Ansnicr. Well, sir, I think it is the policy of the Government not to prosecute these 
cases. In the first place, this is a new offense, created by Congress not long ago. This 
is the lirst ih-osccution I have heard of under that act of Congress ; and I think that 
really everything lis s been accomplished now that the Government ou^ht to desire to 
accomplish. It was not known, before to any general extent that such a law existed. 
It was no .offense before this act of Congress ; this prosecution has already made the 
fact generally kno\ni that it is an offence ; and I think the prosecution thus far, if 
stopi)ed now, will be just as effectual in. preventing a recurrence of a similar affair as 
if these men were convicted. I think the moral effect of the prosecution would be' just 
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as good for the Government if it were stopped where it is as if these men were con- 
victed. I think the moral effect in favor of tlie Government wonhl he far greater to 
stop the prosecution than to sncceed in conviction or be defeated on a triah 

Qiicsiion. The ohject of this investigation being to ascertain as nearly as we can the , 
aetnal condition of things in yonr State as alfeetiug personal safety and the execntion 
of the laws, if yon ha ve knowledge of any other general fact which will aid the com- 
mittee in their investigations, state it fully. 

Ansiro'. I do not know that lean state anything important except what I have al- 
ready stated, and what is fairly to be dednced from what I have said. 

By Mr. Van Thump : 

Question. In giving yonr deliberate opinion that it wonid be politic and wise in the 
Government not to prosecute nnder this Kn-KInx law, I nndeistand that yonr* main 
underlying reason is that the State courts can exc: .i^;e tlio law better than the Fed(^r;il 
conrts ? 

An.sH'cr. That is one reason ; and then I think that it wonld show a kindness and 
generosity on the part of the Government that would be jiroperly a])])reciated. I -think 
it wonld make friends for the Government. I am a friend of the (iovernment myself, 
although T do not belong to the party which now wntrols it. That is my opinio/i as a 
lawyer and a citizen. 

Quf'ftion. What, in yonr opinion, wonld bo the best and most eiffctive nnxle for this 
eonnnittee to ascertain the true Ifondition of atfairs in the southern county — by sitting 
here as a eonmiittee, or by going there in person and looking into the matt<*r 

Answer. Well, I should think that personal observation would be more satisfact<»ry 
than the examination of witnesses, whose opinions are prol)ably very dilierent. The 
dithenlty is, that if a eommittei' similar to this, or this committee itscH^were to go there, 
it would hardly be able to stay long enough in any one place to form a eorrect judg- 
ment. I feel very sure that if this committee or any other committee were to r<'main 
a suflicient lengtli of time in my i)art of the State, they would certainly arrive at eon- 
elusions similar to those that I hav(^ exjn'cssed here to-day. 

(Jucsiion. Would not the committee have just as nnieh time to examine respecting 
that particular locality there as here, except the time consumed in traveling back and 
forth ? 

Answer. I allude now to pereonal observation ; I do not allude to the examination of 
witnesses. I think you can examine witnesses with as much facility and effect her(^ as 
there. When I say that yon eould arrive at a more satisfactory conclusion there tlian 
here, I refer to information obtained from your })ersonal observation rather than the 
examination of witnesses. 

I^y Mr. Po(^L : 

Quesiion. Why is Judge Smith obnoxious in Choctaw County? 

Anf<irc}\ For no other reason in the world than that I have stat(Ml, that he is regarded 
as an interloper and an intruder into an oflice that rightfully belongs to a native south- 
erner. They find no fault with him as a man, or as a judge. I never heard an un- 
kind vrord said about him in his judicial capacity, or as a citizen, further than that he 
is a radical, and is an intruder into an oftice that a native southerner ought to fill. That 
is everything. 

By Mr. Cobukn: 

Quef^tion. How long do your people regard it as necessary for a man to live in yonr 
State before he has a right to hold an ofhce or ought to hold an 'oftice ? 

Ansircr. In speaking of the people of Choctaw Comnty, I wish to be understood as 
s])eaking only in reference to a small portion. Judge Smith has a great many warm 
friends in Choctaw County, and is very much respected there. Ho owns a very large 
estate there. 

Quesiion. Is if or is it not the sentiment of the people of your county that. men fnnn 
other States have no right to hold ofitices, or ought not to hold them i 

Answer. Well, I think the feeling is or has been (it is not so strong now as it has been 
by a good deal) that our conquerors floated over. upon ns, and absorbed all our ohiccs 
and all our means to the extent they were capable of doing ; and it is not to l)e won 
dered at that the feeling I have expressed should exist to some extent. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Quesiion. The only surprise is that it does not exist to a greater extents 
Answer. I think so. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. Is it not the fact that the imposition of a constitution upon you after you 
had defeated it, and the imposition of officers upon yon who had been fairly defeated 
under the reconstruction act of Congress by your failure to vote, was one of the most 



342 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



serious complaints you had in regard to the manner in which those men got their 
otBces ? 

A imver. Yes, sir ; certainly. 

Question, Did not your people regard those who held those offices as men whom they 
had defeated in strict accordance with the law of Congress itself? 

AusweK That was the feeling then. It has subsided to a great extent now. We 
have made up our minds to stand anything. 

Question, And did not the fact that those officers and that constitution were so im- 
posed upon you by Congress in violation of its own legislation produce bitterness both 
against the constitution and the officers more than any other cause ? 

Answer. That was the feeling at olie time. I do not know the extent to which that 
feeling is prevalent now. 

Question. I am speaking of the time at which this feelmg existed against those offi- 
cers ? 

Answer. The people of Alabama felt greatly outraged by the course that Congress 
pursued in forcing that bogus State constitution upon us under which we are living 
now » 

Question. And also the officers ? 

Answer, And the officers elected under it. 

Que,'^iion. Both legislative and county officers? 

Answer. The officers elected under it. I believe all the judicial officers now in the 
State, except those who are holding offices by executive api)ointment, were elected 
under that constitution. 

Question, And the democratic party failed to vote altogether, assuming that they had 
a right to abstain and thereby defeat those officers, and did so defeat them ? Was not 
that the fact? 

Answer. That was the idea then. 

Question. Therefore, were not those men who occupied those positions both in tlie 
legislature and in the counties — judges and others — elected by Congress and not by the 
people of Alabama? Was not that the feeling? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. And did not that cause them to be regarded as interlopers, so far as the 
X)cople were concerned ? 

Answer. That had something to do with it. 

Question. They considered the constitution illegal and all the offices under it improi>- 
crly filled? 

Answer. That was the feeling then; but, as I stated before, the feeling toward thcfse 
office-holders under that constitution is far less violent, very far less violent, than it 
has been heretofore. W^e have got used to it and have determined to take things as 
we find them, and do the best we can. We are prostrated in a pecuniary point of view, 
and are trying more to restore our jirosperity to some extent than we are to succeed in 
politics. In answer to a question by the chairman as to cases of outrage in my county, 
I omitted to state one case. If it be desired, I will state it now. 

By the Chairman : 

Question, You can state it at the close of your examination. I wish now to put a 
question in connection with the point of which you have just been speaking. AVas it 
the view of your people that, having defeated the constitution once by abstaining from 
voting and iireventing it from obtaining a majority of the registered voters, they still 
had the right to go on jireventing the organization of a State government under the 
law of Congress by abstaining from voting ? 

Answer. O no, by no means. We supposed Congress had the right to let the State 
back into the Union on such terms as it pleased. But we considered that that con- 
stitution was fairly defeated on the very basis of the congressional action in reference 
to it, and that, having been defeated, it was a great wrong on the i)eople for Congress 
to force it upon them. 

Question. Was not the very ground of abstaining from voting the opinion that Con- 
gress had no right to submit it at all ? 

Ansirer, I do not know about that. 

Question. Was or was not that your view ? 

Answer, I think not. I think that, so far as my information went then, the idea was 
that if the conservatives would absent themselves from the polls, there wouli not be 
a sufficient vote cast to secure the adoption of the constitution. 

Question, There would not be a majority of the registered voters ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. Another thing was that a great many people, I believe, were not 
qualified to vote then who have become qualified since. 

Question. They were not registered, then, of course? 

Answer. Of course not. 

Question. Was it your idea then that if another constitution was submitted, the peo- 
ple would still abstain from voting? 
Answer, No, sir. 
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By Mr. Blair. 

Qn€8fion. Was it your objection to the constitutiou whicli was actually submitted 
that iuiluenced your i)eoplc in abstaining from voting, not any objection to the power 
of Congress in submitting it ? 

Answer. That was my idea. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Had not the i)eoplc of Alabama a very strong recollection that the policy 
of the republican party before that time had been very dilferent under a letter of Mr. 
Lincoln ordering an clectiim in Arkansas under the old constitution ? Was not that a 
fact in the contemplation of the people ? 

Ansictr. I do not recollect what the expression of public sentiment then was. I had 
made up my own mind to submit to anything that happened ; and I did not take as 
much interest in it as a good many other people; and my information, therefore, is 
not so good as that of some others. 

By Mr. Bfxk : 

Question. After you had defeated the State constitution and the officers nominated under 
it, in strict conformity with the acts of Congress, as I believe, and as I tliinl> nobody 
denies, was it not supposed by you that Congress would take some steps to re-submit 
that constitution to a convention or some other body of men, so as to get it into some 
modilied form with the objectionable features stricken out ? 

Answer. Of course. 

Question. Did not Congress, in June, three or four months after you had defeated 
that constitution and those officers, impose it and all the defeated officers upon you, 
without giving you a chance to make any modilication in the constitution or to defeat 
those persons at tlie polls ? 

Answer. I do not recollect the date ; I know that we got the constitution. 

Question. Do you not recollect that it was defeated in February and imposed upon 
you in Junr ? 

Answer, I do not recollect. 

Question. Your State came in under the omnibus bill ? 
^inswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Without having any chance to vote upon your constitution at all, except 
the vote by which you had defeated it, and without any chance to vote against the 
otlicers so imposed ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. We have ceased to grumble about that, though. 

By ^Ir. Stevenson : 

Question. Do you recollect what was the vote for the constitution? Was it not 
about 80,000 ? 

Answer. I think it was somewhere between 80,000 and 90,000. 

Question. Do you not recollect that there was a larger vote than any State or national 
ticket has since received on either side ? 
Answer. I cannot remember. 

Question. How was it in your own judicial district and county? Did not Judge 
Smith, for instance, receive a large majority of the regestered vote of the district? 
Answer. Of course. 

Question. Did not your county officers in Sumter, and the county officers in Greene, 
and generallvin those counties you have spoken of, receive a majority of the registered 
vote ? 

Answer. I think so ; that is my recollection. 
By Mr. Pool : 

Question. In your reply to Mr. Beck, a few moments ago, did you mean to say that 
Congress elected Judge Smith ? 
Answer. I did not. 

Question. Did you mean to saj'that Congress elected the officers who are now holding 
office in Alabama ? 

Answer. I did not, cxcei)t indirectly. Congress required the people to accept a con- 
stitution that they had repudiated, and to accept officers under it who were neces- 
sarily repudiated with the constitution. Congress is responsible to that extent. I do 
not mean to say that Congress is responsible any further. 

Question. Yon do not mean to be understood to say that Congress really elected those 
officers ? 

Answer. Of course not. 

Question. Did you not say that yoit thought Congress had a right to re-admit the 
State upon such terms as it pleased ? 

Answer. That was ray opinion. I looked upon ourselves as a conquered people, at 
the morcy of Congress and the General Government, and we had to submit to what- 
ever they required of us. 
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Question. You looked on the proposition upon which you were about to vote as the 
terms proposed by Congress for your acceptance ? 
Ansiicr. Yes, sir. 

Question, And you declined to vote upon it at all ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; we thought it a very objectionable constitntion in many respects, 
and wo took it for granted if that was rejected, Congress w^ould give us another chance. 

Question. That proposition being rejected by you, you supposerl Congress had the 
right to make other terms in their discretion ? 

Answer. That was my opinion ; I do not know whether it was a correct opinion or 
not. 

Question. Then do you deny the right of Congress to impose that constitution upon 
you, notwithstandhig the rejection of it ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I think they had the right by force of the power they possessed ; 
but it seems to me that they put terms upon us that they did not propose to do in the 
first instance. They had the right because they had the power. 

By Mr. Blair : - 
Question, Do you think the power gave them the right ? 
Answer. It is the same thing to us. 

By Mr. Pool ; 

Question. Did you think it improi)er for Congress to iinpose any terms that were not 
entirely satisfactory to you? • 

Ansiver, Our idea was that Congress had no right to impose terms upon us that 
would put us in a worse predicament than any other State in the Union. We sup- 
posed we had the right, if we were permitted to return to the Union at all, to return 
on an equality with the other States. That was our idea, and I think that is our idea 
still. 

Question, Then you mean to say that Congress, under the 'right which yon acknowl- 
edged it had, treated the people of Alabama worse than it did the people of the other 
States? 

Answirr. That was the feeling, I think, of the southern jieople. 
Question, That is all you mean to say ? 
Answer, That is all. 

Question, Would you think that circumstance any reason why i^eaceable citizens in 
Alabama should be taken from their homes and whipped by disguised men ? 
Answer. By no means. 

Question, Would you think that any palliation of the offense ? ' 

Answer, By no means; and such is not the sense of 5 per cent, of the people of Ala- 
bama. I can truly say that 95 per cent, of the white men of Alabama are law abiding, 
I)eaeeable, loyal men, and all they want is jilst to be let alone, and have a fair chance 
to recover from the disasters of the war. They hate crime, and will do as much in 
their power to put down crime as Congress itself. I think the great error the north- 
ern people, and i)robably the republican party in general, commit, is to hold the mass 
of the southern people responsible for the outrages committed by a few^ desperate, 
drunken, obscure individuals. 

Question, Do you mean to say that the class of offenses known as Ku-Klux offenses 
in your State are committed by a few bad men ? 

Aimver, That is my supposition ; and I will tell you why I sui^pose so ; and I will in 
this connection make the statement I omitted' to make awhile ago. I think it was the 
year before last that a party of disguised men went to the town of Livingston for 
the purpose of lynching, perhaps of killing a man named Dr. Chotteau, who had ren- 
dered himself exceedingly obnoxious by efforts to incite tl?e negroes to insurrection 
against the whites. They failed to find him. He was anticipating an attack, and had 
gotten a friend, named Coblenz, to stay with him and guard him. When these dis- 
guised men w^ent to the house, they broke open the door, and one of them struck a 
match. As he xlid so, while in the door, he was shot down by a man standing opposite. 
Thereupon the disguised men rushed in and shot Coblenz to death. This disguisod 
man sliot by Coblenz was killed. It never was ascertained Avho the other disguised 
men were; I mean those other than tho man who was killed. They carried off the 
dead body, and it was afterward ascertained who the slain man was. He was one of 
tho most desperate and dissipated young men in that section of the country. And I 
infer from that fact that his comrades and those engaged in those enterprises are of a 
similar character. That is the reason I say that I think these crimes are conmiitted by 
desperate and drunken young men. This young man when shot was drunk, as was 
reported. 

Question, That is the statement which you wanted to make ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. The Chairman told me to state all crimes I had heard of as com- 
mitted by men in disguise. I had heard of that, but omitted to state it. 

Question, Were any of those men i)unished for coming to that house and breaking 
into it ? 4 
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Ansiccr. Not by «any judicial proceedino:. They never were fonud out. Ther( was a 
colored man Avho was also shot at by this crowd, and who wonuded another of this 
Iiarty. He was before the grand jury ; and neither he nor anybody else eoiTld <^ive 
any uceonut of the men, because they were disguised, and they could not tell who fhey 
were. 

(JiKsilon. AVas there any rising up of the community to ferret them out or to track 
them / 

Anfiim-. There was an attempt to track them. They were tracked to the bank of the 
Tonil)igl)ee Iviver, to a landing leading from Sumter to Marengo County, and there thej^ 
were lost sight of. 

(JucHiiou. Was that in the direction of the Mississipi)i lino? 

Jttfiwcr. No, sir ; the opposite direction. 

Question. Over into another county ? 

-iii8H'(r. Another county in Alabama. 

QiuHiUm. How do you account for the fact that those men, and one or two other 
gangs of a similar character, seem to have come from either Mississippi or some distant 
county, when these outrages were committed ? 

AuHicer. Well, sir, I cannot account for it. 

(J)u>iik))}. In the case of Boyd, the men seem to have been tracked out of your county, 
were they not f 

Ansurr. I tliink, myself, that the men who killed r>oyd Avere well acquainted Avith 
every locality in Kutaw — with every room in the luitel in which" Tioyd was slain. 
I thiid^ tliat some Alal)amian must have been concerned in it. OtherAvise I do not see 
liow they couhl have understood so Avell the toj)Ography of the loeation. According 
t(^ my iufoimation, they guarded every gate and door; they knew i)recisely the room 
lioyd was in ; tliey extended a gun to the hmdhu'd and his clerk, and threatened to 
shoot them down unless they carried them straight to Boyd's room. The landlord and 
clerk wore frightened almost to death. They t('>ld me about this theinselv<\s. 

Qiic>ifh>u, Without going into the details of that i)articular ease, is it not your opinion 
that i»arties of this eharaeter mark their vietims, and then .send for friends iVom an(»ther 
county or State to come and execute their wishes .- 

Ansn-cr. Well, sir. I would come to that conclusion from cireumstanees. I do not see 
how it can well turn out that these crimes can be Cfmnuitted by citizens of the county 
in which the crime is committed, v. ithout there being some cine found out to detect 
them. There is l>ut one way to account for it; and that is that these men who know 
the facts in r«»gard to the ciinu^ deliberately swear falsely. 

(JuisfioN. In court you mean I 

Aiisircr. Yes. sir : befor*- the grand jury. I take it for granted that a man who would 
commit midni-.-ht murder would swear to a lie to avoid detection. 

(Jucsi'wH. Is it not your opinion that when these bauds from another county are sent 
for, some men from the county where the ciime is to be comiuitted go v>ith them as 
grt ides ! 

^In^urr, I have no information upon that subject. These men of course use every 
means that tlu^y can to. keep themselves concealed. A sho;;t tiuie ago sonu' men who 
had connnitted a homicide in Mississi})])i, jind were imi)risoued in th<* jail at Columbus, 
]Mississi])pi, were rescued by a party of masked men who passed tluough my town. 
I was absent attending court. The infornuition I had was thatr they acted in such a 
manner as to make it be believed that they w ere Alabamians. Th<>y really, however, 
were men who came from the neighlxn'hood where the homicide was conmiitted. 
They traveled all the way through Alabama till they got to Columbus, which is near 
the Alabama line. Tliey rescued their prisoners, took them out of jail, took them back 
through Alabama, and disap])eared. 1 mention this to show that these men act in such 
a mannt'r as to tbrow the public ofUcers and the people in general oti their guard. It 
is obvious that these men took that course to make it appear that Alabamians, not 
Mississippians, rescued those men. I i>resuiue that they take all the necessary pre- 
cautions to keep themselves concealed, if they really go from one county to another 
to commit a crime. 

Question. Is justice evaded by that expedient ? 

^iuswer. Yes, sir ; at any rate I do not know of any of these criminals being pun- 
ished. I never heard of one being found out. The only one I ever heard of being 
found out was the one who was killed ; and he probably would not have been found 
out if he had not been killed. 

Quesiiou. Is the fiict that they send for confederates from different counties and own 
ditterent States, to come and execute th<jir wishes, calculated to inevent exi^osurc and 
detection ? 

Au8u-c)\ If it is a fact, it Avould be calculated to do it. I do not know whether it is 
a fact or not. 

Question. Have there been any whippings, in Sumter County, of colored men or 
others, by disguised men ? 
Aubiar. I believe not; at least I have no information of it. 



346 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



Question. Have there been in Greene ? 4 
Answer. I do not know of any whippings. I have toM yon of the murder of Boyd. I 
have not heard of any whippings in any of those counties I named as my judicial cir- 
cuit. 

Question. No colored men ? 

Answer. Not by disguised men. I have heard of their being whipped by their em- 
ployers ; but that was in broad daylight. 

Question. You have known colored men to be whipped by their employers? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir, for disobedience. 

Question. In what way ? 

An»wa\ Jnst by knocking them down. 

Question. Have yon known many instances of that? 

Answer. No, sir; they are very rare. I have not heard of anything of the kind since 
last summer. 

Question. Have there been any prosecutions for that ? 

Answer. I do not know as to that particular case. I have seen prosecutions before 
inferior magistrates— justices of the peace, &c. — for assaults and batteries committed 
by white men and women on negroes ; but they were slight offenses — nothing serious. 

^Question. You said that perjury in the courts was, you thought, one reason why 
those men have not been brought to justice ? 

Answer. I did not say that ; I said that I could not see how these offenses could l)e 
committed by citizens of the counties in which they were committed and nobody know 
anything about it ; and that therefore the parties concerned in it must commit perjury 
to keep it concealed. 

Question. Is there a feeling of safety on the part of witnesses who would testify in 
the courts about such things ? 

Answer. I have no means o^ answering that question, because I don't know, I was 
examined myself in relation to the case of Richard I3nrke. I felt no apprehension in 
telling all I knew about it. I have never heard any witness express any apprehension : 
but if there is a band of desperadoes called Ku-Klux, it is very natural to.suppose that 
a man would feel reluctant to testify against them. I don't know of any case in which 
anybody has refrained from telling what he knew on that account, or any other. - 

Question. I will put the question more directly rif you had inadvertently become 
cognizant of the identity of any parties who had conmiitted an outrage of this sort in 
disguise — the Boyd case or any other — would you feel safe in coming into court and 
telling the whole thing ? 

Ansiver. I do not think I would feel safe; but I would tell the truth about it. 

Question. Of course you would tell the truth; but would yon feel safe? 

Answer. I would naturally feel that I was in danger, provided there was a clan of 
this sort organized for the jmrpose of committing crime. 

Question. Suppose you had seen and known some of the men who murdere<l 
Bovd, would you have felt safe in disclosing the fact, and going into court and testifv- 
.ingtoit? 

An8we7\ I think I shouhl^have had some apprehension of personal danger. 

Question. I will put the question still more pointedly: If you had by any means 
known any of the parties who committed the murder of Boyd, would you* have felt 
your duty as a citizen strong enough to have overcome your fear, so as to make yon 
disclose the facts, and volunteer as a witness? 

Answei\ 1 believe I should, unless some very hear personal friend had been concerned. 

Question. You think, though, you would have done such a thing at your peril ! 

Ansicer. I do, provided there is any such organized clan as thftti. I do not know but 
that I would have felt in peril if the party was formed for that i)urpose, and that alone, 
without a view to the commission of any other offense thereafter; because Boyd lost 
his life for saying that he knew, the men who committed one murder. 

Question. Does not the fact that there is a successful evasion of these prosecutions 
indicate to you that there must be some organization — that the parties have accomplices, 
and are well organized ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I have never heard of any party of organized men exceeding sixty 
in number. I heard last summer that on a certain occasion sixty armed men in dis- 
guise, and with theii horses disguised, appeared openly and publicly in a village of 
Greene County called Pleasant Ridge, and that they went tbrough various cavalry 
evolutions in perfect silence, and rode offyin the direction of Mississippi. They did not 
speak a word or do a thing. That is the largest number I have over known or ever 
heard of, and I know no reason to believe that there are as many as that in anj^ county 
that I am acquainted with in Alabama, unless it be in Greene', and unless the men I 
have just alluded to belonged to Greene. I do not think, as I stated before, that there 
is any permanent organization for political or other purposes called Ku-Klux, or any- 
thing else. I think that these men baud themselves together as occasion requires, to 
resent their own supposed or real wrongs, or to punish by lynch law some person who 
has done something that they do not like. 
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By Mr. Coburn : 
Question, State how many of siucli meetings you have heard of. 
Anmcr, I never heard of but that one. 

By Mr. Pool: 

Qiiesilon. State whether, before the war. relocated murders and other crimes were com- 
mitted, and the offenders evaded the law as they now do ? 

Answer. A great many crimes were committed by disguised men before the war. 
Lynch-hiw had been in force in an aggravated form, and the parties, some of them, 
never brouglit to justice; to be sure some were ; it was very difficult though to do it 
then — almost as difficult as it is now. When you thought you had the man who com- 
mitted the offense, persons would g^enerally swear him out of it, and get him clear. 

Que>>tio)i. Is the resort to alibi common in such cases ? 

Jnsim'. AVell, there have been no trials since the war to test that question. 
Question. I mean in the few investigations there have been ? 

Ansirer. I cannot tell ; these investigations take place before grand juries, and lean- 
not tell what occurs there, as their investigations are all secret. 

Questio)7. The State courts, you say, have failed to bring to justice any of the perpe- 
trators of these acts ? i 

Ahi^h'cv. They have in my own part of the State, so far as T know ; but I know that 
vigoi'ous efforts have been used by the ofiicers of the. court and by the grand juries, 
though, so far as my information goes, unsuccessfully. 

Question. And you think the Federal courts would' be as likely to fail? 

Answer. I do, for the same reasons. 

Question. You think the State courts better than the Fetleral courts, because they sit 
in the county wliere the act was committed ! 

Answer. Yes, sir; I think there would be more likelihood of the State court succeed- 
ing in ierreting out the offenders, because it is at the spot where the crime was com- 
mitted, while the Federal court may be several hundred miles distant. 

Question. Are not the grand juries in the State courts taken from every county ? 

^Inswer. Of course. 

Question. In that way would it not be probable that some of the accomplices of the 
Oil(Miders might be upon tbe grand jury 

-luswer. Of course they are just as likely to be as not. 

Question. Is there the same danger of accomplices br'ing on the grand jury of the Fed- 
eral court which sits elsewhere '/ 

Answer. There is not the same danger iu that respect, because I believe that ordina- 
rily the grand juries of the Federal courts are picked up in the vicinity of the court. 

Question. Then, in the Federal courts that danger would be escaped ? 

Answer. It seems to me so. 

Question. AYould that apply in regard to the petit jury ? 

Answer, Yvs, sir ; it would apply in the State court, and in the Federal court also. 

Question. ^Yould the witnesses feel more or less reluctance or intimidation in testify- 
ing in the county where the crime was committed, or at a distance where the Federal 
court was sitting ? 

Answer, -If they felt intimidated at all. I think they would feel less intimidated in 
th<' county of their residence than anywhere else, because they would have the pro- 
tection of their friends and relatives,' which they would not have at a court several 
hundred miles away. 

Question. You say you think there ought not to be any further prosecution of those 
who committed the violence at Futaw f 

Answer. 1 stated that I thought it would be good policy for the Government to drop 
those prosecutions, and for the reasons I gave. 

Question, Have the State courts taken that matter iu hand f Have they prosecuted 
anybody for connection with that affair ? 

Answer. The State courts have no jurisdiction; they are precluded from jurisdiction 
by the act of Congress itself. 

(Question. That is a mistake. 

Answer. Xo, sir; the State courts are precluded; entire jurisdiction is conferred on 
th" district and circuit courts. 

By the Ciiaikmax : 

Qnesiion. That is not the view which has been taken of that act. 

Answer. I know that is the case, because I argued a demurrer to the indictment in 
Mobile ; and that was one point that I made, that the act was unconstitutional, because 
it absorbed the entire jurisdiction of crime in the Federal Government, and deprived 
the States of jurisdiction. 

Question. Did the judge sustain the point you made ? 

Answer. O, no; he overruled the demurrer; the case stands for trial on a plea of 
not guilty." 
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By Mr. Pool : 

Questwn. 1 understood you to say that the bare fact that the prpsecution of these 
Eutaw rioters has been undertaken in the Federal courts "would have a good e£fect in 
the community ? 

Aiwvcr. I stated that I thought the Government had already accomplished by the 
prosecution as much as it would accomplish by atrial and conviction, or an acquittal. 
I will say now, in addition, that if the Government should fail in the prosecution, as I 
think it will fail upon the merits, the moral effect will bo not very favorable to the 
Government ; it will not be favorable to the administration of law. 

Question. lias the fact that this j)rosecution has been undertaken made it more quiet 
in that county ? 

Ansivc7\ Well, sir, I do not know what effect the prosecution has had in that county ; 
but I do not know of any secret or political crime having been committed in any of 
the counties I have spoken of since the riot at Eutaw. 

Question, State your opinion as to whether the fear of being carried to Mobile for 
trial before the Federal court is likely to produce a repressing effect upon the disposi- 
tion to commit these outrages. 

Answer. I hardly know how to answer that question. These outrages, when they 
occur, are orditiarily carried out by men of no note or influence, either political or other- 
wise — men who have very little to lose, if anything. I do not know that that fear 
would have any restraining effect upon them. 

Question. How do you know that they are men of no note or infliieuco ? You cannot 
tell who they are. 

Ansii'h\ I know the men who are indicted at Mobile. Only one of the men indicted 
there is a man of note and influence, and ho is Colonel Jolly. The rest arc ail ob- 
scure young men. 

By the Chairman : , . 

Question. Is Colonel Jolly a defendant in that indictment ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. You mean J. J. Jolly, of Eutaw ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Pool: 
Question. How many were wounded in the Eutaw riot ? 

Answer. I was not there ; I do-not know; I have tried my best to find out; I have 
inquired of Governor Parsons and General Warner and citizens of Eutaw, and I never 
have certainly found out more than two men — one white and one black. I am not 
able to answcy the question. Colonel Jolly and Chancellor Clark and Major Pierce, 
who were here the other day, ought to be able to answer the question. They were* 
present. 

Question, From the best of your information, do you think that as many as twenty 
ATcre wounded ? 

Answei\ J have heard so many reports about it that my opinion is worth nothing. I 
have heard *as low down as two, and as high as forty. 
Q^iestion. Rave you' heard names given ? 
A nswer. If I did, I do not remember any of them. 
<^uestion. Were any killed ? 

Ansicer. My infonnation is that there was not a man killed. I have heard that no 
man was killed, and no man died from woimds received. 
Question. Do you reside in that town ? 
Answer, No, sir, twenty miles distant. 

Question. Is it not a remarkable thing that there should bo such a difference of 
opinion and uncertainty as to whether, on a public occasion like that, there were twq 
men wounded or forty or fifty wounded ? 

Answci'. Well, yes; it ought to be known, it seems to me. I saw what I am told was 
a correct account of everything that occurred there in a newspaiicr published a week 
after the unfortunate occurrence. 

Question. Was it a democratic paper ? 

Anstco'. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did it state ? 

Ansicer. I do not remember now. I tried to get a copy to bring with me ; I lost my 
copy. I understood, thoughj'that some of the gentlemen from Eutaw brought a copy 
with them. 

Question. How many did that paper say were wounded ? 
Ansicer. I do not remember. 
Question. As many as twenty ? 

Ansivci'. I do not remember what the paper said about that. I saw Governor Par- 
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SOUS at Meridian the next day. I was in Meridian when the unfortunate affair occur- 
red, lie conhl not tell me h<nv many were wounded. General Warner could not tell 
n!<'. Ho said he :saw one man tall. I have not seen any two ])ersous who agreed as to 
tlKMnnnher wounded ; nor did all agree that there was nobody killed. I think the 
opinion of (rcneral "Warner and Go^'ernor Parsons is that there w(»re one or two killed, 
thongli citizens of Eutaw say it is not true. If any of the negroes had been killed, I 
think it would certainly have been known. The negroes themselves, a great many 
of them, woidd have told it. Major Hays would know; lie was there. My opinion 
about that is not wortli a cent, because I do not know anything but what other people 
told me; and tliey have not at all concurred in regard to the matter. 

(Jiu^stioi). Is it not a remarkabh^ fact that there should be doubt as to whether forty 
or only two were wounded on a particular occasion by gunshot wounds ? 

.lu-sirer. You nmst rcmend)er that tlierc were a great many negroes there that day — 
pro])ably a thousand; and they were from all parts of tlic county; and it was a very 
ex(>iring occasion. The whites were excited, and the blacks were excited, and both 
si(h's were frightened. There was a general stampede. It is said there was nobody 
left on the ground so l)adly wounded that he could not get away, and none was left 
there dead. I think there are honest men enough in Eutaw to tell th(^ truth about it. 
1 think they would tell if they knew any to have l)een killed. I think they would tell 
me he»w many were wounded. It is not unnatural that there should bo a disagreemeijt 
as to the number wounded, when the negroes carried off their wounded — left nobody 
on the tield. • 

Onc>ition. Did not the authorities make any investigations ? 

JnsH'cr. I am not able to answer about that. I do not reside in that county, and I 
nev(U' inquii'cd about that. I take it for grauti^d though that they did. 

(Juc'ition. Did yon mean to say that the act of Congress prevents the State authorities 
from taking cognizance of an assault and battery or a murder of that sort committed 
within their borders ? 

.Iv.^ircr. 1 say that tlu^ act of Congress gives the United States courts exclusive juris- 
diction of all olVenscs committed under that act, by v.hich a ])olitical meeting is in- 
Terrupted or broken u]) or any crime connnitted during the continuance of the attempt 
to break it up. 

(Jnestioif. You say. th.en, that if a murdt^r was committed at a jxditical meeting, the 
>^ate courts cannot take cognizance of it 

.l)t>iire}\ I think* not, if it is conmiitted in the execution of an attempt to break up a 
pnlltieal meeting. 

By the CiiAiiniAX : 

(Jnesi)0)i. Was not the in<lictment in the ease in which you wen^ counsel drawn under 
the aet of 1.^70, called th«.' enforceuKmr act — not under the Ku-Klux act ? 

Ansinr. Of course it was under the ])revious aet. The Ku-Klux act has just been 
]).'issed. This Ku-Khix bill has nothing to do with the case pending in ^Mobile, and 
nothing to do with the Eutaw riot. That was prosecuted under the act of I'^TO. 

By :Mi-. Pool : 

Qiic>^iion, Have you ever known any democrat to be subjected to an outrage by a 
band of disguised men at night ^ 
JnxH-tr. I think not. 

Qinsfiou. If. then, those offenses are committed upon republicans only, why do you 
think they have no political signiiicance and are only s])oradic ? • 

Aihsiro: I have no infornmtion except what I have told you on this Ku-Klux <piestion. 
I know of no such organization except to the extent I have mentioned. Tlu^ crimes 
eommitt<Ml all se<'m to have been committed, so far as my knowlenlge goes, either from 
])rivate revt nge, or to punish some ])ublic offense by a proceeding in the nature of 
lynch law. I cannot say that there have not l)een olFenses committed on democrats. 
1 only say that I d(m't know of any. I l)elieve I have only mentioned three cases in 
Wiiieh crime has l)een committed upon republicans. 

Qmsihn. You say these outrages are frequently committed by men who are not in 
disgni.se ? 

Jnsivv)'. I suppose so. because my servant told me, the night that old man Purke was 
killed, that those men were not in disguise. 

(Juv>^f}on. It' th<\v are not in disguise, how do you account for the fact that there is 
nor s«)me idt.-ntification of them ! 

Jiixivcr, I cannot tell, except upon the idea that the jiarties come from a distance, 
and are not known in the connnunity where the crime is connnitted. xVfter the mur<ler 
of Iiichard Purke, I saw a friend, n'siding at a distance of ten miles from the scene of 
the homicide. Pie told me that he liad that nmrning met a party of men in disguise, 
armed with double-barreled guns, and that he did not know one of them ; that they 
were going in the direction of Mississippi. 

Quciftloiu If these acts are committed for some private grudge or against some obnox 
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ious individuals, Low do yon account for the fact that they are committed by men who 
are not acquainted with the individuals, and who do not reside in that locality, but 
come from a distance ? 

Answer, Well, I suppose if they do come from a distance, they are induced to come 
by those who want the crime committed, without the probability of bfeing detected as 
being themselves concerned in it. 

Question. Does not that impress your mind with the idea that there is an organiza- 
tion extending through several counties ? 

Ansicer. Well, sir, it would look that way. But it is impossible, it seems to me, that 
it can amount to more than a handful of desperadoes. 

Question. Why is it that a community of good men do not rise up and put down a 
handful of desperadoes who are not even disguised ? 

An8iva\ If the grand jury, with all the means at hand, and the court, with all its 
machinery and all the energy of its officers, cannot ferret out tjiese men, what can 
l>rivate citizens do ? 

Question. You are a lawyer of a great deal of experience and knowledge of the com- 
mon law. Has not every private citizen a right to make hue-and-cry, and to pursue 
and even arrest the perpetrator of a capital felony ? 

Answer. I think so. 

Quesiioiu If a community were intent upon putting down these crimes, could not the 
whole of them rise up, and any man, in the same manner as if ho had a warrant, arrest 
the offender, and have right and law upon his side ? 

. Answer. Well, sir, these men, so far as my information goes, act with great celerity. 
They accomplish what they undertake to do suddenly, disappear suddenly, and are o\^J, 
of reach of pursuit suddenly, and, if pursued, according to my information as to those 
who have been seen publicly, they are well armed and desperate men ; and law- 
abiding, peaceful citizens are not going to pursue that class of men, unless they are 
required to do so by some public officer, authorized to summon them. I would not 
do it myself. 

Question. Suppose those outrages had been committed upon white democrats, would 
it be otherwise as to the pursuit and effort to put them down ? 

Answer. I do not believe it would, if committed l)y that class of people. If com- 
mitted by what they call Ku-Klux, there would be no more attempt to arrest them for 
•the murder of a democrat than the murder of a republican, because the^iersonal danger 
from those desperadoes would be just the same. 

Question, How is it that anxiety for personal security does not induce the community 
to rise up and put down a roving baud of assassins and outlaws ? 

Answer. You have to lind them out before putting them down, and while you are 
trying to find them out, you may become a victim yourself. 

Question. Then the reason is the fear and dread that they have created in the com- 
munity f 

Answe)'. As I said awhile ago, there is an apprehension. I was asked, if I should* 
see a murder committed, whether I would not feel some apprehension in going before 
the gi*and jury or any public officer, and disclosing the fact. I answered, yes. The 
same sort of feeling exists in respect to any other attempt to bring these men to justice, 
or ferret them out. You cannot bring them to justice till you ferret them out, and 
how are yoii to fen-et them out ? If, as I have said, a grand jury cannot do it, the pri- 
vate citizen cannot do it. The whole community may rise up ; but the very men wha 
committed the crime may be part of that community rising up; they may be the first ta 
ciy,-^SStop thief." ^ 1 . 0^ . ^ 

Question. Then you mean to say that those men have inspired such dread in the com- 
munity that citizens will not, in the discharge of their duty as private citizens, rise up 
and i^t them down, without the interference of an officer f 

Answer. I do not say that. I cannot say more on the question of persoual apprehen- 
sion than I have stated already. I am satisfied that if the citizens knew that any 
person had been concerned in a homicide, or any other secret crime in violation of law^ 
they would take prompt and necessary steps to have the offender arrested and brought 
to justice. But it is not to be expected that a man will be striking for an enemy in 
the dark, when that enemy sees him, and he does not see the enemy. 

Question. You say, then,\hat the community generally decline to go in pursuit of cap- 
ital felons ? 

Answer. No; they simply do nothing, because they cannot do anything. 
Question. And they make no eftbrt ? 

Answer. They go along as usual, and expect the law to take its course. 
Question. You say the State courts and officers have failed to bring the offenders to 
justice ? 

Answer. Thus far. 

Question. Is it not time that some other authority should ^intervene to try its hand ? 
Answer. AVell, it seems to me that if anything ever could have been accomplished, it 
is too late to do it now. I do not know of any ofiensc committed secretly or claudcs- 
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finely since the last election in Alabama ; and now that the tiling has subsided, and 
this hand dis]>ersed, if they were ever congregated together, I cannot see the wisdom 
of trying to rake up the i^ast. If there Avere any crimes heing committed in that way 
now/tliere would he more reason for taking active steps to suppress them. I have 
not heard of an offense of that kind heing committed in Alabama since the last elec- 
tion ; and I do not believe there is likely to be any unless it is in jmrsuit of private 
revenge. 

Quesiion. Have these offenses been directed principally against colored j>erson« ? 

Anfiicer, I do not know of any colored person having been secretly murdercA, except 
old man Richard Burke, and those two nmrderers who escaped from jail in Greene 
County. I do not know of any white republican having been murdered or injured in 
his ])erson or iiroperty except Boyd, who lost his life, and Judge Smith, who lost his 
mill and his cotton-gin. 

Question. Do you know of a probate judge being fired at? 

Ansicer. I heard that the probate judge of Choctaw County was fired at from behind 
a pine tree, in broad daylight, and wounded in the arm. That is all I know about it. 
1 know the judge very well. 

Question. Do you know of an editor of a republican paper being attacked in the 
streets of Eutaw ? 

Ansu-ci\ Yes, sir, I heard of that. I know him very well, and know he was very 
badly beaten. So I heard ; I have not seen him since the occurrence. 
Question. Has any one been prosecuted for that act ? 

AnHwev. I think the person who beat him is under indictment in Greene circuit court. 
There has been but one court held since the occurrence, and that was a month or two 
ago. I think the man was indicted. 

Question. Do you know of threats being made against the circuit clerk of Greene 
County? 

Answer. I know him very well. I heard that he received an anonymous letter warn- 
ing him to leave the county, biit he did not go in pursuance of that warning, and he 
Y/as iu)t hurt. Some months afterwmd he voluntarily resigned. I do not think lie 
resigned through fear of personal injury. He did not give me to understand that, and 
1 do not think lie was in any personal danger. 

ByMr. Blaiu: 

Question. Senator Pool has asked you whether you intended to state that Congress 
elected all the ofhcers in Alabama. You answered in the negative. Now, was not 
that practically the fact ? 

.insu-er. I stated that Congress did not do that directly, but incidentally, in ftuTing 
a constitution upon the jjeojde of Ahibama which they had rejected, and along with 
that constitution '])ublic oflicers who were elected under it, and who naturally fell 
with the constitution when it was rejected by the people. Those oflicers are still hold- 
ing under that constitution and under that election. 

Question. Then, practically, or in ellect, the ofLicers who were placed over you in Ala- 
bama were elecfed by Congn^ss f 

Answer. That is the practical result to us. I stated that before. 

Question. That, as a matter of course, was a cause of great irritation to the people of 
the State, was it not ? 

Answer. It was at the time a cause of very great irritation. We thought v^g were 
greatly wronged. 

Question. The people of the State generally knew the fact to be that this constitu- 
tion, having been rejected according to tbe law of Congress, had come back here, and 
Congress in the first instance defeated theelfort to impose it upon the peoi>le, but some 
three or four months afterward adopted it. You knew those facts in the State pretty 
well ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. I presume that the action of Mr. Stevens in moving to recommit this con- 
stitution was very well understood ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; all those things are a matter of public history, which intelligent 
people of the State very well understood. 

Question. Mr. Stevens's action, and the action of Congress itself subsequently, in 
imi>osing this constitution upon your people, and with it this whole batch of ofticeis, 
was regarded by the people of the State, as I understand you, as a great outrage / 

Answer. We felt that way at the time ; but, as I have already stated, we do not feel 
that irritation about it nW, by a great deal, that we did at first, because we havu 
determined to submit to whatever happens, and do the best vrc can to build up o::r 
material prosperity. 

Question. The qiiescion Avas asked you whether the p(»ople believed Congress had tlie 
right to impose a constitution ui)oii them in that way? 

Answer. Well, the best-informed politicians in my ])art of the country did n(»t think 
Congress had the constitutional right. I never gave myself much concern about it. 
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lu the tben state of things, I considered the po^ver to do it the same as the right to do 
it — prnctienlly the same to the southern i)eoiile ; and therefore there was no use of 
drawing any distinctions between them. 

By ^Ir. Stevenson : 

Question. You spoke of a hand of about sixty disguised men who appeared at Pleas- 
ant Rid«;e, Green(» County. ' ^ • ' , 
Answer. I only spoke of them from rumor. 

Question. 1 know that. Were those meu spoken of as Ku-Klux ? 

Answei'. I will state the way niy information came. I met with some friend from 
Greene County, who said to me, " Did you kear about those Ku-Klnxf Said I, "\yhat 
Ku-Klux f "Why/' said *he, '^sixtj' Ku-Klnx appeared in Pleasant Ridge the other 
day about 12 o'clock; and they went through various cavalry evolutions iu very tand- 
some style. They w^cre disguised, and their horses painted, so that it was impossible 
to recognize any of them. They never spoke a word either to themselves or any one 
else ; and after going through their evolutions, they went off iu the direction of Mis- 
sissippi." / 

Question. Did they maneuver by »igus? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

By :SIr. Van Tjiump: 
Queation. Did youi* informant say he saw them? 
Answer. No, sir. 

By Mr. Stevenson : • 
Question. When was that ? 

Answer. I think about a year ago. I cannot recollect whether it was a year ago or 
two years ago. I think, though, that it was a year ago, about this time. I never 
heard of a disguised man in the county since. 

By :Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Did you ever hear that circumstance spoken of since ? 

Answer. No, sir; that was the only time I ever heard of it; and I have never heard 
crt' any demonstration similar to that, or any other disguised men in Greene County, 
either iu the day or night. 

By :Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Yoix did not live iu that county ? 

Answer. No, sir; I live lifteen or sixteen miles off, in another county. 
Question. Who was it that spoke to you about it ? • 
Answei'. I cannot remember. 
Question. You said it was a friend of yours ? 

Answer. I know it was a friend, but I cannot remember his name. 
Question. A white man ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. He had no doubt of the eircumstance ? 
Answer. He did not speak as though he had any. 

Question. Supposhig that those men appeared and maneuvered iu that way, how do 
you account for their drill and maneuvers, unless they were a body of men who had 
been some time together, and who had trained together ? 

Answa\ Well, sir, there is only one way to account for it besides that, and that is 
this: there were in Greene County a large number of soldiers from the confederate 
army, both cavalry and infantry, a very largo number, and it is not at all improbable 
that the capacity to perform these military evolutions was obtained while in the con- 
federate army. If it was not, then of course they must have had some i^iactiee. But 
it seems to me altogether incredible that they should have had practice anywhere in 
Alabama, either in daylight or night-time, for a sufficient time to have become as 
expert as they were represented to be on that day, without being seen before or since. 

Question. Their maneuvers were admirably done, as you understood? 

Answer. Well, that is not the exact idea; but they were Avell done. 

Question. Then you can only account for them by supposing that that number of well- 
drilled cavalry soldiers with well-drilled cavalry horses, had got together spceclily ; you 
think that that must have been the case, or else they must have been drilled togetlier ? 

Answer. Yes ; I think they must have known something about it. I cannot tell, 
though, the correctness of the judgment of my informant as to whether they performed 
well or not. 

Question. Did you not hear of the parade of Ku-Klux iu Huntsville, Alabama, in 

Answer. 1 did not ; I heard of it for the first time since I have been here. 

Q'iestion. You speak of two elements of discord. You say that the great mass of the 
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people ill your regi<.!n of Alabama are quiet and well disposed; but there are a few 
wild youii<j: men in each couuty / 

Ansivcr. I suppose they are such young men from the circumstance I mentioned ti 
wliile ago, that the only one ever discovered (and he was killed) was a desperate, dis 
sipated young mau. 

Quefiiioii. And the other discordant element you named as being a few violent poll 
ticians ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; extreme politicians. 

Quisiion. Now, whether these men are the men who constitute these Ku-Klux or not, 
you know that such characters do exist generally there? 

J^.swrer. Yes, sir ; of course there are extreme politicians in every part of the country. 

Qiuatioii. Is it not ])0ssible for tho.se two elements combining to cause trouble at any 
time — to cause any prominent republican to be in danger of being injured? 

Jusiccr. I think not. 

QnesfiotK Is it not possible for tliose two elements combiuiug to disturb any i^olitical 
meeting at any time, whenever they will? 

xlnswir. To be sure. There is no necessity of a combination of that sort in order to 
br«iak up or disturb a public lueetiug. That can be done by an instantaneous arrange- 
ment among persons determined to accomplish it for mere deviltry or political pur- 
])Oses. 

(Jiiesl'io)K Is not the state of society between the two races more or less inflammable 
there ■ 

Jjisiccr. Y<»s, sir. 

(^)l(^'sti()).>. So that, if a conflict oc curs Itetween a white man and a black man, there is 
a teiKk'iKy at once on tlie ])art of the v/hite people to take the white man's side, and 
perha])s on the side of the colored i)eo])le to Take the colonel man's side ? 

^in.swcr. I think that would <lei)cnd upon which was in the right. I mean that is the 
state of feeiiijg now. The state of feeling between the whites and the blacks is one of 
enlin' friendship and kindness. They are more friendly and kind toward each other, 
and hav«' more contidence in each otlier now, and have had for the last six or eight 
months, than they have had at any tiling since the close of the war. The employers 
deal kindly and honorably with the eni])loyed, and the old attachments that existed 
between master and slav<' se<'m to some extent renewed. And I attribute that fact to 
Ihis circninst;ince : that the bad men who floated over among the negroes for selllsli 
])nip(»ses liave been found out by tln' negroes, and have be<'n driven out of the country 
either by the ibree of public sentiment, or by having failed to accomplish in a peciini- 
:ny i)oint ef v'lvw w hat they desired. That element which disturbed the negroes, and 
l)rodnced alienation between the whites and the blacks, has jn-etty nearly ceased to 
exist. 

(JiiestioH. You think that in the state of society exisriug there now, those two ele- 
nuMits of which yon spoke would not have it in their i)ower to cause general apprehen- 
sion ? 

Answer. Do you mean these desperate young men and violent politicians? 
(Jaestion. Yes, sir. 

A)i8irer. They are not numerous enough. 
By Mr. Beck : 

Question. Your informant did not himself see this parade of sixty Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. I did not understand him to say so ; and I do not know that I ever heard 
ajiy person sjiy that he himself ever saw it. 

(Question. You do not know whether the ])erson who told you had seen it ? 

Answer. No, sir. and I do not know that it is trn<\ I pass through Pleasant Ividge 
very frequently going to court, and I am very wtdl ac(iuainted there; know some of 
tlie'citizeus there, and tliey never told me anything about it; but it never occurred to' 
me to inquire. 

Qneslio)}. Yon do not know whether the statement came originally from a. white or a 
bhick man ? 

Answer, ^ly informant was a wli*te man. 

Question. You do not know wh<^ther the pers(ms who pretended to have seen it ever 
did see it ; in other words, you do not know whether it was not the story of the " three 
black crows'* over again ? 

Answer. My inforinant may himself have l)een misinformed. Pleasant Kidge is tmly 
about twenty miles from Eutaw, the county seat of Greene County ; and although I 
never made imy in([uiry on the subject, I never hr'ard anything said about it in Green*? 
County. Wiien uiy informant told me, I took it for grantc^l that it was true ; and I 
i!iquired what the men turned out for. He said he did not know ; that they appeared 
to go through these evolutions just for disjday, and went off. Nobody was distnrbtMl 
either before, or at the time, or alter they were reported to have appeared there. 

Question. You do not know whether these cavalry men were a myth or a reality ? 

Ansicer. No, sir, I do not know. It may have been a mere frolic on the part of some 
young men, to temj)orarily frighten the citizens. 
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By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. When yonr iuformaut told you, was it your impressiou that he had seen 
them or not ? 

Avswcr, I think ho told me that he had been told so. I think ho told me that ho was 
told that this demonstration was made on the day before he was speaking. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. As to the conflicting reports made about the Eutaw riot, was it or was it . 
mot the evident interest of the republican party, duiing the canvass, to magnify that 
alfair into as great an outrage as possible, by exaggerating the number of killed and 
wounded, for the purpose of exciting the negroes against the whites because of that 
rilleged wrong ? 

Answer. I do not know about that. I do not know that any misrepresentation of the 
facts could have changed the result of the election in the slightest degree, to either 
party. 

Question. Is it your understanding, that combinations, wherever they have existed in 
your region of country, to do a particular wrong, have been begun and ended by 
the perpetrators for that special case,' without connection with anybody else except the 
men taking part in it ? 

Anstver. Well, sir, all I can say about that is this : I would hear of a crime being 
committed secretly. The question would be asked, " Did you hear that the Ku-Klux 
did so-and-so?" I would reply, "No, what is the matter?" They then would say, 
"Certain men did so-and-so at a certain time, and then disappeared, and there was no 
telbng where they came from or where they went." That is the way I got my infor- . 
mation. I gather from this, that the organization was for the purpose of the particu- 
lar occasion, and when that was accomplished, that was the end of it until a new 
occasion arose for the commission of a new offense. 

Question. It is your idea that disguises were worn by these men for the purpose of 
preventing detection ? 

Answer. 1 have heard of offenses being committed in disguise, and without disguise. 

Question. W^hen a disguise was worn, it was for the purpose of preventing the detect- 
ion of the perpetrators of the act ? 

Answer. Of course. 

Question. To give them greater security and means of escape ? 
Ansicer. Of course. 

By Mr. CoBuiw : 

Question. You said that in your opinion it would be the best policy not to prosecute 
these criminals. Now, who would become more friendly to the Government by reason 
of these prosecutions not being made ? 

Ansicer. Among others, the very men prosecuted. I think that generosity on the 
part of the Government toward those who may in reality be criminals would have a 
mollifying effect, not only upon the accused themselves, but upon their friends. My 
idea is, that you may break a man's heart with kindness, when you cannot do it with 
a sledge-hammer. 

Question. Why should the Government be more generous to men committing these 
crimes than to men who commit ordinary crimes — larceny, perjury, murder, &c. ? 

Ansicei'. Because these prosecutions lam alluding to are for political crimes, and not 
strictly crimes against morality. I think there is a difference between a merely polit- 
ical crime and one which involves moral turpitude. The Government can forgive a 
political crime, when it might not be proper to forgive a crime involving moral turpi- 
tude. 

Question. Do you regard these outrages upon citizens which are pointed out in this 
ICu-Klux law as political crimes? 

Answei'. No, sir. I thought you alluded to the prosecution of these young men in 
Mobile, and the other prosecutions of that kind. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Is it not regarded as a great stretch of power for the Federal Government 
to assume jurisdiction of those cases? 

Ansioer. That is the opinion among lawyers. I do not know what the general opin- 
ion of the masses of the people is. 

Question. Is not that one ground of irritation ? 

Anstver. That is the opinion among lawyers, but I do not know what the sentiment 
of the people at large is. 

By Mr. Coburn : 

Question. Have you not in your testimony referred to this Ku-Klux law as being pe- 
culiarly odious— much more so than the law passed to enforce . the fifteenth amend-' 
ment ? 
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Answer. I do think I did. I stated that the prosecutions which I thought it wouhl 
be politic for the Government to drop were prosecutions under the act of 1870, not 
under the last act. 

Question. Do you not regard the last act as odious, and as creating dissatisfaction? 

Ansiver. I have not heard that act discussed among the people further than it ha? 
been discussed by the newspapers. To tell you the truth. I have not read carefully the 
whole of this last act. I have read enough of it, though, to come to this conclusion : 
that it is impolitic, for the reason I stated awhile ago — the jieople regard it as an 
additional evidence that the Goverument regards the southern people as rebels and 
enemies still, and holds them responsible for the acts of a few desperate, irresponsible 
men. 

Question. Are not these offenses against which this act is directed the oftenses of in- 
dividuals and not of the community ? 

Ansirer. Certainly they are, so far as responsibility for them is concerned; but in a 
political point of view, the whole southern ])eox)leare held responsible for these crimes. 

Question. Do you mean to say the southern people are responsible in a political point 
of view for these crimes connnitted in violation of the Ku-Khix law ? 

Answer. I say that the public sentiment of the northern people, and perhaps the 
sentiment of Congress, is that the southern people are responsible 'for these crimes, 
and are concerned in them ; whereas, in point of fact, the men who commit them, if 
Micy exist at all as an organization, are a mere handful of men of probably desperate 
character. 

Question. If the men who commit these outrages are a mere handful of desiderate 
<diaracters, why i,s it that a large portion of that eomnumity are opposed to their prose- 
cution for these crinu's, or to the punishment of these olienses ? 

Answer. I do not know of any evidence tliat a large portion of the soutliern people, 
or of any conmuinity in the South, are opposed to the punishment of these men. T 
stated awhile ago tliat in my part of the country, if any good citizen had the means 
to bring any of tliosc^ men to justice and punishment, he would do it, even although ho 
might tcel that he was im]K'riling his own safety. 1 repeat that statement now. I be- 
lieve it. You cannot bring th(\se men to justice till you find them out ; and the com- 
munity, while going to hunt for these secret assassins, may be assassinated themselves 
without any liope of detecting them at last. The })eople argue: If the puldic offi- 
cials cannot ferret out* these men, with all the appliances of the grand jury and the 
courts, how is it })ossible for us citizens to do it And I think the argument is very 
reasonal)le. 

By Mr. CoiiUKX : 
Qno'ition. What are your politics? 

Ansirer. In old times, before the war, I was a whig : since the war I have taken very 
little interest in ])olitics. When 1 have acted politically, I have acted with what is 
called the democratic party. I undertake to be a moderate man in my opinions, and a 
man wlio has all proper respect for the opinions of my adversaries. 



Washington, D. C, June 30, 1871. 

P. T. SAYRE sworn and examined. 

The Chairman, (Mr. Poland.) As this witness has been summoned at the instance 
of the gentlemen composing the minority of the committee, I will permit them to begin 
his examination. 

By 2klr. Blair : 
Question. Wh<3re do you live at this time? 
Answer. In Montgomery, Alabama. 
Question. How long have you lived there? 

Ansicer. I went to Montgomery when I was a mere infant, and I have lived there 
ever since, with the exception of some intervals in the meantime. I have been living 
there now since 1852. 

Question. I would like to have you give a succinct statement of the condition of affairs 
in your State, with particular reference to the execution of the laws; stating whether 
they are properly executed or not, and the condition of the State generally in regard to 
its tranquillity. 

Answer. I have been a practicing lawyer in Alabama since 1843, and have been in 
regular attendance upon the courts in that State ever since that period. Within what 
time would you like my answer to your question to be confined ? 

Question. We v>'ant to inquire more especially in regard to the present condition of 
the State. 
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Answer, ^yell, sir, it is as quiet and peaceable a community as I ever knew in my life. 
Queslion. There is no difficulty in the execution of the laws? 

Ausiver. Not a particle. I never heard of a case of resistance to a process of the court 
in that part of the State, not for a great many years. Occasionally, a long while ago, 
there would be some drunken man who would offer some resistance, but it would 
amount to nothing. I am satisfied that since the war I have not heard of anything of 
the sort, and there has been no indictment found for any offense of that sort ; in fact, 
it is an offense almost unheard of in that State. 

Question. Is there any organized band of men in your State who commit crimes ? 

Answer. Not to my knowledge, and so far as my opinion is concerned, I do not believe 
there is. I have read in the newspapers of violence being occasionally done by men 
who are said to be organized, and disguised, but I have never seen anything of the 
sort, and I have never seen anybody who did, or if they had seen it, they did not com- 
municate it to me. I am satisfied there has been no political organization of that sort, 
or any organization for the purpose of affecting politics. I was a member of the last 
democratic State convention, at which there was an attendance, I suppose, of three or four 
hundred delegates from all parts of the State, and the plan of the campaign and the 
prospects of the party were thoroughly discussed by the individual members of the 
convention. I was also a member of the executive committee of the State, and I 
never heard from any member of the convention, and I never heard from any member 
of the executive committee, I have never seen any communication to the executive 
committee in which it was even suggested, that the election was to be affected in any 
way by violence or intimidation. On the contrary, that committee issued an address 
to the people of the State telling them and beseeching them not to have any violence 
of any sort, shape, or fashion, saying that that was what we supposed our enemies 
wanted, and that our object was to have peace and quiet in the election, for we were 
satisfied that we could beat in a fair vote, and did not want to have any excuse for 
any trouble. I am satisfied that was the opinion and desire of the people of the State. 
And, furthermore, that committee entered into an arrangement with the executive 
committee of the republican party by which, in counties where the democrats had a 
majority of managers, a republican, or two republicans, were to be appointed to be 
present at the polls, and to be present when the votes were counted ; and in counties 
where the republicans had a majority, the same privilege was to be given to democrats. 
I think that agreement was carried out faithfully by both parties. I know that in 
regard to the city of Wetumx^ka, which was under the control of the republicans, it 
was telegraphed to Montgomery that the republican official there refused to carry out 
that arrangement ; and the chairman of the republican State committee telegraphed 
to him that such an arrangement had been made and he must stand up to it, and he 
did so. 

Question. That was in Wetumpka ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; about fourteen miles from Montgomery. I never heard of any , 
disturbance at all in Alabama during the last election. 
Question. In your county ? 

Answer. In my county, and I did not hear of any disturbance on the day of election 
in the State. 

Question. What is the state of feeling between the whites and blacks in the State ? 

Answer. 1 live* in a very large negro county, one of the largest slaveholding counties 
in the State before the war. I never saw the races get along more quietly and peace- * 
ably. I myself plant in a neighborhood where there are a very large number of freed- ^ 
men employed, several thousand, I reckon, in a radius of a' very few miles. There 
never has been any sort of tlifflculty at all there among them ; no complaint of non- 
payment of wages, of violence, or murder, or anything of the sort. Most of tlie negroes 
who are there were raised, and a large number of them were owned, by the people who 
are now employing them ; that is the condition of that whole section of country. 

Question. Do you practice in any other county than the one in which you live ? 

Answe7\ I do not make a habit of going to other counties, but within the last year I 
have been in other counties; as a general rule, I confine my practice to my own city. 
I have been in Lullock, Elmore, and Dallas Counties. 

Questioji. As a general thing the laws are respected there by both races? 

Ansicer. By both races. I know very few white men in Alabama, in my section of 
the country,' who belong to the radical party, the republican party, except those who 
"h61d offices. 

Question. And there are very few negroes 

Answer. There are very few "negroes who belong to the democratic party. 

Question. How does it happen that the parties divide upon that line ? 

Answer. My opinion about that is that it commenced with the establishment of the 
Freedmen's Ijiireau ; I do not think there would ever have been any division of that 
sort but for that. 

Question. Give us, as biiefly and succinctly as you can, the i^rocess and manfigement 
of that Bureau. 



ALABAMA. 



357 



Ansicf): Well, ^Yhell the agents first eame there, after the occupation of the country 
hy General Smith's army, I think it was, they established a Freedmen's Bureau. They 
liutilicd everybody that they must employ their freedmen, and that all their contracts 
must b(^ submitted to the inspection of the I'reedmen's Bureau ; that no man would be 
allo\^■ed to employ freedmen unless their contracts were submitted to and approved 
by that Bureau. Well, they listened to every sort of tale that any dissatisiied negro 
might choose to tell ; tlxiV would send out and arrest white uieu, bring thcW in 
under guard, try them and put th<?m in jail. They got hold of plantations there, what 
they call refuges for freedmen. It was announced that if the freedmen got dissatisfied 
they could enter there, and be fed and clothed, and taken care of. In that way a large 
lannbcr of negroes were enticed away from plantations where they had been living, 
and they Hocked to these ])laces. Hundreds of them died from neglect. Tlie impres- 
sion was produced upon the negro that the white man who had been his master was 
his t-nemy, and that these men were his peculiar friends ; that they had nothing to 
4'xpt'ct from and through their old masters. They then commenced the establishment 
of tliese Loyal Leagues, into which they got almost every negro in the country. They 
would send tlieir agents all through there, from plantation to i)lantation, until I expect 
there was hardly a negro in the whole country who did not belong to the League. In 
that way a want of confidence was produced between the negro and the white man, 
and a feeling of confidence between the negro and the agents of this Bureau. It has 
been a very troublesome thing to counteract that ; but it has been so far counteracted 
now that th(? negro has confidence in the white man in everything but politics ; I do 
not think he has nnich confidence in the white man about poli'»:cs yet, but I think 
that feeling is done away with to a great extent. They would tell all sorts of tales 
Itefore elections; they would send regular orders to the League members on the plan- 
tations to go and vote. I have been told that order extended to negroes from lii't<'en 
years and upwards. Negroes themselves have told me that they voted the re])ublican 
ticket for the reason that they were informed by these men that, if they did not do it, 
they would be put back into vslavery, and their wives made to work on the road. It 
liad such an efieet that a gentleujan in Montgomery told me that sonu^ of his own 
former slaves came f)ack to him after the election and said, " Well, massa, what hon^e 
must I go in.to : I understand that the tlemocrats have succeeded, and that we arc 
slaves again." 

{hutylioL (Jive us an account of the manm^r in which this organization was used as 
an instrument to eh^ctioneer for the republican party, and bring it into i)owerf 

^lnf<ic(.i\ 1 once sav; a copy of what was said to be a constitution of the ortjauizatiou 
of the Loyal League. There was in that an oath which they all had to tak(\ and in 
which they sv. ore that they wouhl vot<' fi)r the nominees of tin? League. That has been 
the chief iiistrnnient by which that vote has been controlled. The negro has got the 
idea into his Insad that if he does not vote that way some terrible punislnneut will l>e 
visite<l upon him. 

Om.stion. Do they assume to im])ose fin<'s and other punishments upon the negro 
members of the League, who vote in violation of the decrees of the League ? 

Ant<inr. 1 cannot answer that question; 1 do not think I have overheard anything 
upon that subject. 

(Jiu.' iion. Fi om the negroes themselves ? 

Au.sivrr. No, sir, I do not think I ever heard them say anything on that subject. 
By Mr. Beck : 

Qnesiiov. Who were generally put forward as the nominees of the ])arty under this 
tr.ganization for the most important offices; citizens of your State, or men who came 
there to get those ofiices; Bureau agents ? 

Jusircr. In the county in which I live, the senator fi'om that county is a man who 
ln;s lived there a great many years, a man of means and property, and a man of good 
sense. ( Jne of the representatives is a man by the name of Harmount ; he was an 
;ig<'nt of the I^recdmen's Bureau ; I do not know where he came from. He has l)een 
living in the county e^ er since, and is apparently a decent man, a well-behaved man. 
Another is a man who came from Austria, by the name of Stroback. 1 understood 
that he was a sutler oi* something of that soi t in the Federal Army. I Inrtlier under- 
stood that he never lias been natnralized; 1 do not know about the truth of that. He 
was said to have been a gentleman in his own country; I do not know about that, biit 
he certainly is not one in Montgomery. He is a man of a great deal of sense, and I 
think a dangerous man in any community situat(Ml as ours is. The others are three 
ne<:roes; two of whom I knew Yvry well. ' One of them is named Holland Thompson ; 
he is a very respectable negro. 

(Ju('f<tion. You need not go into detail in regard to each connty. How was it gener- 
ally throughout the State / 

Answer. As a general rule throughout the State, that was the class of ]k ople tluy 
nominated; negroes and men who had no interest in the country; that is tlie general 
statement about it 
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By Mr. Blaiu : 

Question, ^Maiiy of whom were associated with the Bureau ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, a large number of them Avere creatures of that Bureau, made by it. 
Mr. Buckley, a member of Cougress here, was an agent of the Freedmen's Bureau, and 
that is the way he got iiis oilicc. 

Question. In reference to the constitutional convention that framed your constitu- 
tion which was afterwards rejected, I Avould ask how that convention Avas composed? 

Ansicer. Largely of people who never lived in the State, who had no interest in tlie 
State. Counties were represented there by men who never were in the counties at all, 
and I do not expect they have ever been in them to this day. 

Question. The constitution Avliieh they formed was not acceptable to the people as ap- 
peared by their vote f • 

AnsH'cr. No, sir; it was very unacceptable to them. 

Question. In what respect was it unacceptable? 

Answer. In several respects ; the disability part of the constitution was very objec- 
tionable to tliem. They objected to it, also, for the reason that it created offices which 
never had h:id any existence in the State before, and for which they saw no occasion or 
necessity. We never had a lieutenant-governor in the State, never saw any use for 
one. They also made an officer which they called, I think, the commissioner of indus- 
trial resources ; that office was a mere sinecure. They gave him a salary of $2,500 a 
year, I thiuk, with clerk hire, and the man had nothing to do except to draw his sal- 
ary. He cost the State five or six thousand dollars a year, and I do not suppose ho 
ever did an hour's Avorth of Avork ; there Avas really nothing for him^ to do. Another 
objection to the constitution AA^as that it made thcAA'hole judiciary of the State of Ala- 
bama elective, from the supreme court doAvn to a justice of the i^eace, the attorney- 
general, and all tlio solicitors. It changed the character of the solicitors by making 
tiiem electi\"e in each county, instead of having a solicitor in each circuit, Avhich was 
the old plan, and one which Avprked A^ery Avell. It abolished entirely any right to im- 
})rison for debt. Under the old law we had no such thing really as imprisonment for 
debt ; but a man might be an^estcd upon a ca. sa., and upon an exhibit of property ho 
Avas discharged. But under the constitution as it now stands a man may be Avorth a 
million of dollars, and, unless a laAv passed at the last session of the legislature could 
reach him, you could not collect a dollar from him. Another objection Avas that the 
gOA^ernor Avas authorized to appoint notaries public ; I do not recollect the number of 
them, but a very large number, Avho had the same jurisdiction that justices of the 
peace had. In our State justices of the peace haA^e jurisdiction of all claims under 
one hundred dollars ; and suits must be brought against the parties either in the jire- 
cinct in Avhich they live, or in the precinct in which the contracts Avere made. But 
notaries public have jurisdiction all over the county, and they can bring a man forty 
miles, away doAvn from one corner of the county to another corner of the county, to 
answer a little demand of !J5. All these objections existed against the constitution. 

Question. Was there anything on the subject of election laws embraced in this con- 
stitution ? 

Answer. No, sir ; the election laws were passed by the' legislature of 1868. Those 
laAvs repealed the old election laAv, which existed anterior to that time, and, to my 
mind, left it in a very singular condition. Under the registration law the books are 
kept open all the time, and a man can go into the judge of probate's office at any time 
and register ; and there is nobody there to challenge him and ask him Avhetlier he is a 
legal or an illegal A oter, or anything of the sort. He takes a certain oath, it is true. 
That registry is open on the day of election, and it is the duty of the ofBcers of elec- 
tion to keep it Avithin a certain distance of the polls, so that anybody can register Avho 
chooses; and under the construction given to that law, after he registers there is no 
punishment for illegal voting. A man may vote forty times, and there is no laAV in the 
State Avhereby he may be punished. 

By Mr. Beck : 
Question. No i^ower to challenge his vote ? 

Answer. No, sir; it is an indictable offense to challenge a A'ote in the State of 
Alabama. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. After the constitution Avas submitted to the people and rejected according 
to the act of Congress, and it was afterward by a subsequent act of Congress put in 
operation in the State, and the officers elected under it, at the timo of its failure 

Mr. Beck. Defeated under it. 

Mr. Bl\ir. Defeated under it, as a matter of course, because the constitution failed ; 
aftei that, was it a source of annoyance and irritation to the entire people of the State 
that they should have had officers put upon them in that Avay ? 

AJiswcr. Yes, sir; I think it has done more to produce a bad feeling tlian anything 
else that has occurred. I do not think that all the incidents of the war produced as 
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l>ail an effect upon the miiuls of the people as the imposition by Congress of that cou- 
titntiou upou the people. They regarded themselves as having been entrapped. They 
]:i\d been told that that constitution was not to be the constitution of the State, unless 
it received a nuijority of the registered votes of the State. The people of the State did 
not like the constitution, and they adopted the best means they knew to defeat it, and 
that was by staying away from the polls. 

(Juesiion.^Iu strict accordance with the act of Congress ? 

Ausiccr. In strict accordance with the act of Congress. The people registered, and if 
the constitution had not contained those features to Avhicli I have alluded, the x^eople 
Avonld have voted. 

(Juc'ii(O)i. It was a constitution made by the agents of the Freedmen's Bureau, and 
()th(n' aliens to the State, and imposed upon them in violation of the will of the people 
of the State? 

AuHiver. Yes, sir. It is true they had to liA e under that constitution and to endure it ; 
but they have never regarded it as a constitution made by the people of the State of 
Alabama. 

(Jmsiiou. Wliat was the class of ollicers, the character of the men, generally brought 
into olfice by the action of Congress 

^Inswt r. Well, sir, I reckon a more ignorant set of men, and less qualified to discharge 
th«' duties <if Th( ir \arious ohices, were never ])nt upon any j»eople anywhere. 

(Jiic.stion. What was the ch:iract«'r of the legislation that followed after the accession 
i)f those iK'f)])]e lo i)ower ? 

J//.vKvr. Well, there were a great many laws passed, the object of which was to sus- 
tain the })arty in })o\ver there, to ])!iild them up and to perpetuate their hold on power 
This election law was one of them. And I recollect another law they passed, which is 
in existence now. l)y Avhich the judges of })robate — and at th(^ time the law was passed, 
1 tliink. every one in the State was a republican — had the right to designate the })a- 
])ers in which h'gal advertisements should be made. They alwiiys designated rei)ubli- 
e:.n pajjers : and if there did not happen to be one in the county in which the judge 
of ])i(d)at<' livt<l, he would select one three or four counties oif. Before that the 
law was tliat the parries interested in the advertisements might sele<;t the paper in 
v. hieli it should be ])ublisheil : the judge had nothing to do with it. 

15y .Air. Bkck: 

Qut.sdon. Are most of the advertisements those in which democrats alone are inter- 
ested f 

^lu.'^ico'. I do not believe I Inn'c evrr seen one in which a negro was interested at all. 
(Juc^iUon. Thei eby vou hel})ed to supi)ort their press / 

^in-sicir. Certainly; tlu^ i)eople, oi)[)osed to them in politics, have supi)orted their 
])ress ever since they existed, and are doing it now. If it was not for that, not one 
would exist in the State. 

By Mr. Blaiii : 

Qucsi'wu. A number of bills were passed by the legislature in aid of railroads. Was 
it tlie belief of the i)eoide that those bills were corruptly passed ? 

^lu.s}n'}\ AVell, 1 do not suppose that many people entertained any doul)t about the 
fact that biiljcry was used to a very considerable extent in getting several bills passed 
Through the legislature. The bill in aid of the Chattanooga llailroad, one in aid of the 
South and North road, and one in aid of the Mobile and Montgomery road, I have very 
little doubt bnt what money was ])aid in each case. 

fjucsiiou. Have you mentioned the bill giving two millions to the Alabama and Chat- 
tanooga Uailroad ! 

AnsH'iT. Y(^s, sir; my own opinion is that the other roads are just asgnilty; I do 
not think there is a i)article of difference between them. There w^as a singular thing 
hnppened in reference lo one of those railroads; I do not recollect now which one it 
was. The eiiairman of the connnittee to which the bill w^as referred reported one day 
against its pjissage. In a very short time the biX was recommitted, and the very next 
morning, withont any new light having been thrown u\)(m the subject, witliout any- 
thing having occurred in the meantiine publicly to produce a change in the public 
sentiment, that same chairman of the same committee reported the bill favorably. 

(Jiicbiio}}. Did the action of Congress in im]Kjsiug u})on the State this constitution, 
and these l)iul and incompetent olheials, have any effect npou the ])olilicnl sentinu'nt 
of the State ? 

J//-s'/m*. Yes, sir ; it had a v«n-y great effect ujion the political sentiment of the Stat<!, 
In iSlio, after the war, 1 have always believed that if 1h(> ju-ople of the Sontli luid been 
treated as they sup])osed they would be, and as in their opinion they tmglit to have 
been, the republican ])jirty 'could have controlled all of those States v.ithoot any 
tronble. The i)eople there cared nothing lor the democratic party ; th(\v eared noth- 
ing i)articnlarly about the republican party : they were for the i)arty that would giy<' 
them peace and quiet; that was all they wanted. And they would have gone for 
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vvhateTer party did that. Even as late as the election of General Grant, in 1868, thou- 
sands of men refrained from voting, for the reason that they believed he would be some 
otstacle, some breakwater, between the legislation of Congress and them. He had 
starte^l out with the motto, " Let ns have peace ; " and they thought we would be 
much more likely to have it under him than nnder Mr. Seymour. I know of my own 
knowledge that a great many men entertained that opinion. A great many voted for 
General Grant on that ground; a great many abstained from voting entirely for the 
reason that they did not care to make any opposition to the election of General Grant ; 
and a large number of gentlemen, who acted with the republican party as late as 1868; 
have since that time abandoned it, aud now act with the democratic party. 

Question. By reason of these acts of Congress ? 

Ansirer. Yes, sir ; nothing else in the world. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Qucsiion. Can you give us any idea about the strength of the white republican vote 
in Alabama now ? 
Answer. My own opinion is that five thousand would cover them all. 
Qaesiion. Was there at any time more than that ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think so. I merely judge from my own county ; I know a great 
many gentlemen there who used to act with the republican party, but who do not now. 

By. Mr. Blair : 

Question. That was particularly the case in the northern part of the State? 
Ansivcr. In the mountain regions, yes. 

Question. There were a great many persons in the mountain regions inclined to act 
with the republicans, were there not ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. In reference to the taxes and expenses of your State government, and of 
your county organ izations,*iiow do they compare now with what they were previous 
to the adoption of the constitution ? 

Answer. Before the war, my recollection is that the tax upon real estate was 25 cents 
on every hundred dollars' worth, or one-quarter of one per cent. ; and upon personal 
property, outside of slaves, it was very small. Upon slaves it was very "small ; they 
were taxed according to their age, so much between ten and fifteen, so much between 
fifteen and twenty, so much between twenty and thirty, and so on u^) to sixty ; they 
were taxed up to the age of sixty years. My recollection is that the highest tax on 
any of them was not more than 50 cents. Since the war every species of i^roperty is 
taxed, hogs, sheep, cattle, everything. I believe five hundred dollars' worth of property 
is exempt ; that is all. The State tax is three-fourths of one per cent. The tax in 
Montgomery County, iu w^hich I live— and it is a county that ought not to have a dollar 
of debt — is three-fourths of one per cent. 

Question. For county purposes ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. They raised in the county, for county purposes, .between $90,000 
and ^100,000 ; and for State purposes something over $100,000. Before the war I do 
not suppose the expenses of Montgomery County ever exceeded $30,000 ; but now 
$90,000 has been raised for several years. What they do with it I do not know. There 
have been no public buildings put up, no public improvements going on, except an 
occasional bridge across a creek. Where it goes I do not know. 

Question. Is there accountability enforced upon these persons ? 

Ansicer. There is a law of the State requiring the judge of probate there to publish 
so many times every year the receipts and exi^enditures of the county, and a statement 
of how the money has been expended. But I have never seen a single publication of 
that sort. * 

By :Mr. Beck : 

Question. Has any been made, so far as you are advised ? 

Answei'. My im[)ression is that none has ever been made. I never saw anybody who 
had seen one, and I have made inquiries about it, because I had a great curiosity to 
know what they did with the money. • 

By Mr. Blaiu : 
Question. Something besides curiosity, had you not? 

Answer. I had some interest, but still curiosity had a great deal to do with it. 
Question. As to the indebtedness of the State, is it ascertainable ; does anybody know 
what it is ? 

Answer. No, sir; nobody knows exactly what the State debt is. The debt existing 
anterior to the war can be ascertained beyond all question, and I reckon is ascertained. 
As to the debt that has accumulated since the war, I reckon it is very difficult to find 
out what it is. In the first place, we have issued a large number of notes which pass 
as money ; I do not know how many of them have been put out ; it is possible that in- 
formation can be obtained. How many bonds have been issued I cannot tell ; how 
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many will be issued nobody can tell. I once made an estimate as to what I supposed 
the liability of the State nii<^ht be under existing laws, and with the works now in 
]>rogress, and for which charters have been obtained, and uijon which they can com- 
mence work ] before the law" ceases to have etfect. I mado an estimate that it might bo 
forty millions of dollars. 

Qucsiion, Does the law require that these railroad corporations shall have a certain 
amonnt ofhonajidc stock befor<? they can avail themselves of the benefit of the law ? 

^Inf^irer. That has always been my understanding of the law. I think onr whole sys- 
tem of ('liart<^ring corporations is exceedingly defective. It is very ditiicult to tell ex- 
actly what it does mean. It was evidently the object of the law that stock should bo 
subscribed. Ibit tliey get their charters through and subscribe the stock, and do not 
])ay a dollai'of it in. In reference to this Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad, I am in- 
formed that not one dollars worth of stock has ever been paid into that road. 

Q{(esti(»). II was built entirely by the State subscription? 

Aumca'. Entirelv. 

QucsfioH. That is, all that has been built of it? 

Aus7rn\ All that has b(Hui l)uilt. I was told the other day, by a gentleman, that 
Ihere was ab()ut a Inmdred miles of the road — well, you may travel over it with 
a car, but it would not be called a railrcnid in this country. 

r>y ^Ir. r)i:cK: 

QkchHoi). lias there been more stock issued to that company than the law contem- 
l)lated or jiUowed f 

Aiisu'cr. 1 liaA'e understood tliat several hundred thousand dollars' worth of bonds 
have been issued more than was authorized by law. 

By :\Ir. Hr.Aiu ; 
(JucsHon. That was done l)y the governor? 
Jn^inr. Tliat was done l)y (Governor Smith. 
Question. Witat is liis occni)ation at ])resent ? 
Jnsin r. 1 thi)ik he has sonn^ eoimectio]! vv'ith that road. 
(Jucstimi. He is in the emi)]oyment of that road 1 

Ansicf r. Yes, sir ; that is my nnderstanding of his business now. His private secre- 
tary also is in the <Mn])loyment of that road. 

QiirsfioH. Are any otlier of the former otlicers of the State now employed by that 
road f 

Ait.sivcr. Yes, sir; I Inward that the old secretary of state is also in the em}doyment of 
that road. 

(Ju('>itlou. There has been a great deal of testimony bi^fore this committee in regard 
to Kn-Klnx outrages that are alleg<'d' to have occurr<'d in 4he State of Alabama. I 
believe you have already answered the (piestion asked you, whether you believed 
there was sucli an organization within tlie State/ 

Aiiswcr. I do not believe there is any such thing as an organization there. Men may 
occasionally get together and commit depredations, and tlu y wonld be called Ku-Klux ; 
but that is the extent of the organization, an organization in the locality, and for a 
sjx'cial ]nir])os(^; 1 um satisiied that is all there is of it. 

QHCt:tiaii. Were yon at the seat of government, in 3Iontgomery, at the time of the 
contest about the oHice of governor, and the inauguration of Governor Lindsay? 

Au,sicv)\ Yes, sir; I was there. 

(Jficstinn. Was there any unusual c(dlection of people in the town at that time — any- 
thing nnne than nsnally occurs on such occasions ? 

An.^ni'cr. The legislature was in session, and I think that perhaps the grand lodge of 
Masons wer<^ also there during the time of that excitement; and I am not certain 
but what there was a Methodist conference, or something of that sort, going on. 

(Jufsiion. It has been stated in the testimony of Mr. Parsons, (jovernor Parsons, of 
your State, tliat there were large bodies of men from different parts of the State col- 
lected in ^lontg<uuery at the time, and that they were armed. 

Ansiccr. That is not so. 

(JdestioH. That they were in attendance upon the court in which Governor Lindsay 
brought an action for the executive apartments, and for the books and papers of the 
executive oftice; thiit the court before which he brought this action was crowded 
with men from distant parts of the State, who were variously armed. 

^Lnnuur. I Avas in the court-house during that trial, and did not see a single, solitary 
weai>ou there. There was a very good crowd in tlie court-house; it was a matter in 
which everybody felt a great deal of interest. The bar was very well tilled with 
lawyers, an<l th(^ outside of th(^ bar was very well filled by citizens of ^lontgom* ry, 
and by strangers also it might have been. But there was not a very large crowd 
there; therc^ was no difficulty in getting into the court-house, or out of it. There wjss 
no disturbance of any sort, shape, o^ fashion. And I never saw a weapon during that 
whole excitement 
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Question. Who was the judge who presided iu the court'' 
Answer, James Q. Smith. 
Question. What was his politics ? 

Answer. He boloDged to the republican party, and obtained his office under the elec- 
tion held upon the constitution. 

Question. Do you know that any intimidation was used by the negroes of these 
Leagues upon the other negroes to prevent them from voting the democratic ticket ? 

Answer. Negroes have told me that they were afraid to let it be known that tbey 
voted the democratic ticket. One negro I recollect in particular, he is a very sensible 
man, told me that he was a negro and had to associate with the negroes ; but that the 
white people had always been his friends and were now his friends ; that they had 
given him employment, and he was disposed to support them, for he thought they 
could make laws which would suit him and them better than those who were strangers ; 
that, so far as he was concerned, he wanted to vote the democratic ticket, but he had 
•to conceal his political views, and if he so voted he had to keep his vote a secret, in 
order to avoid social ostracism ; that he was a negro and had to associate with negroes, 
and that he did not want to lose that association. I have heard of negroes being 
whipped for voting the democratic ticket. 

Question. Did you ever hear of any one being arrested for doing that ? 

Answer. I do not recollect of hearing of any one being arrested for it. But I recollect 
distinctly of hearing of a negro being whipped at the last election. 

Question. In your county and State elections was there any systematic plan adopted 
by the Leagues to compel the negroes to vote the republican ticket ? 

Answer. I stated to you a little while ago that I heard orders were sent out and 
arguments were used to induce negroes to vote. 

Question. Was any plan adopted to ascertain the fact of how they did vote ? 

Answer. My office is not very far froai the court-house; and standing in my office 
door, I can see everything that goes on there. On the pavement leading to the court- 
house, and within fifty steps of the gate through which they go to vote, I myself saw 
a negro stop every negro who came along on the pavement, and take his ticket from 
his hand. Sometimes he would give it back, and sometimes he would tear it up and 
hand him another ticket. I recollect distinctly that General Clan ton and myself looked 
at it together. He went over and asked the negro what he was doing, and I think 
told him that he would not submit to that ; that he must go away ; that if the negroes 
wanted to vote the democratic ticket they should do it. The negro left that place, and 
I do not know where he wxnt to from there. I recollect that circumstance distinctly. 

Question. Was there much illegal voting in Montgomery County at the last election ? 

Answer. That is a mere matter of opinion. I saw a great many negroes vote who 
it struck me were not comiietent voters, who were too young. And I understand that 
a oreat many negroes from Lowndes County came up there and voted. It is some- 
thing we cannot prevent as long as the election law remains as it is. The right to 
challenge I do not think would meet the difficulty. The only way to meet the difficulty 
is to require registered voters to vote in the precinct in which they live. 

Question. Are they privileged now to vote anywhere ? 

Answer. To vote anywhere they ])lease in the county ; and the officers ucA^er consult 
the register to ascertain whether the man who offers to vote has been registered or not. 
He goes up and offers his vote and they take it. The number of voters iu Montgomery 
County is very largo, I think, in proportion to the population. 

Question. Larger than it should be ? 

Ansu'cr. Larger than it ought to be, I think. 

Question. If there Avas any fraud committed in that election, it was more likely to 
have been committed upon the republican side, as they had the control of the election 
officers, did they not ? 

Answer. Well, if they allowed it to be committed against them, they are not as smart 
as I took them to be. 

Question. Did they not have the api)oiutment of nearly all the election officers in the 
State f 

Answer. Yes, sir, I think they did. 

Question. And the designation of all the places of election ? 

Answo'. Those places are designated by a commissioners' court. They have a court 
there called the commissioners' court, and the i)reciucts are designated by them, and 
are very rarely changed. Iu the county of Montgomery, at the last election, in one 
l^lace they held the election about three miles from the precinct. 

Question. Held the election there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, about three miles from the precinct, in which there were about four 
hundred majority for the republican candidate, and that return was counted. 
Question. That was at the last election ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And the vote was counted ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. I think, though, it was the result of the ignorance of the managers 
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of the election iu holding it tliere ; I do not think they intended any wrong by it ; but 
it certainly was held three miles from the place designated for that precinct, though a 
protest was made against it. 

Quesiiou. Is it your opinion that the republicans ever had a majority in the State of 
Alabama f 

^in.sircy. So, sir ; I never had the idea that they had a majority there. 
Qnc^iion. Of the white as well as of tlie black vote ? 

A}i?^irer. Yes, sir; I have no doubt but what the democratic party always had ten 
thousand majority in Alabama, and have it to-day. 

ijuviition. And that majority is particuhiriy large in the northern part of the State? 

Jnsim\ Yes, sir. In the city of Mobile the democrats have a considerable majority ; 
in Butler County, and in the southern tier of counties, Dale, Coffee, Covington, Wash- 
ington, and Henry, the democrats have a majority. 

By m\ Bk CK : 

Question. It lias been testified to by several gentlemen here, and I want your opinion 
on that su])j<'<'t, that a r(*i)ubllcan cannot safely express his ])oliticai opinions in the 
State of Alabama. What is your inforumtion and knowledge upon that subject ? 

^In-'^H'vr. Well, sir, I have lieard them express them very often, within less than a 
hundred yards of where T used to live. I used to hear them very frequently making 
s})eeches. night and day. atl(^nding their meetings, and carrying them on precisely as 
th(\v would liere. I have never seen them interrupted in the slightest degree, and they 
never have been interru])ted there. 

(Jnc^dion. Is it your o^iinion tliat any man can make a public canvas?; in the State of 
Alabama there and speak there for the rei)u])lican or democratic side, without any 
interruption ? 

J}}i<)nr. I have no doubt but what he can make sjieeches from Tennessee to the Gulf 
of Mexico, and never be interfered with at all, any more than they used to interfere 
with them in the contests in ibrmer tiuuvs betv>'een whigs and diuuocrats. 

(jHi><iio}i. And they do speak freely, and liave spoken freely, in all the canvasses? 

Jiisircr Yes, sir. 

fjHcsiion. Do tlu^y, from the general tone of their sixM'ches, secun to indicate that they 
ar«' afraid to gi\ e any ollcnse l)y expi'essing their })olitical sentimcuits 

^iiisu'cr. ?so, sir, not in the slight(^st degree. Some of them have made as inflanmia- 
tory speeches, — so I have heard; I never have heard one of them speak except at a 
distance; 1 never went to one of their meetings; — I have heard of them making 
some veiy inllamuiatory s])(HH'hes, and 1 have never heard of one being interrupted. 

(^>ti('.'>l}i)]i. It has beiMi stat<'d hero that iu the elections of Alabanui th(^ democrats 
iisvd a great deal of intimidation against the colored people, particularly in reference 
to their votes. What is your information on that subject ? 

Ju-sivtr. 1 am satisliiul the stat<uuent is incorrect. The white people south have 
done very little as yet toward trying to iulluence the colored vote; they did not think 
th<> tinu' had come for it. They have been allowed to go and vote just precisely as 
they l)leased. 

(^hu'stio)!. The senate of your legislature, I believe, was put in at the time the consti- 
tution was forced upon yon by Congress, and still holds over? 
J]isH'c)'. Yes, sir ; and I think contrary to the constitution of the State. 
(^'lii.siiv}!. Is it a republican senate ? 
An.su'c}'. All but one; there is on(^ democrat in it. 

(J)ut!i}')u. Yon have spoken about the negroes not ])eing safe if they voted the demo- 
er.-itic ticket. What have yon heard upon the subject of promises l^eingmade to them, 
either thiougli the leagues or the agents of the bureau, or men professing to act by 
authority, to the effect that laud or Other property would be given to negroes who 
would stand by and vote for them and the republican party? 

Jiunrvr. There us(h1 to be talk two or three years ago about giving them forty acres 
of land and a nmle ; but I believe they have (prit that. The negroes have given up 
the idea now of getting the forty acres (\f laud and the nnile. 

Qi'tsiion. Was it, according to your information, freely promised ? 

Any:ire}'. Y( s. sir ; no doubt about that. 

Q_nt'stio}L They made tlu^ negroes believe it ? 

Aii.s-u'cr. Yes, sir; and negroes who used to belong to me have come to me and told 
UM' about it, and wanted to know how they could get it ; said that they had been told 
all the time that they were to have it, and' they wanted to know how they could get it. 

Qn<siiou. It was not r(^garded in your State as a myth, as a democratic falsehood, but 
it was regarded as a promise actually made ? 

Jj'vM cr. So the negroes say. 

(Jiicsiioii. And it was generally believed by the people ? 
Au.sivcr. Yes, sir. 

By the CiiAimiAX, (Mr. Poland :) 
Q-Hcstlo)h You say that your xieople were very nmch dissatislied with the various 
provisions of your constitution? 
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Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Aud were very nuicli dissatisfied with the manner in which it was imposed 

ui)on the State by Congress? 
Answer. Yes, sir. , 
Quesiion. Have yonr people ever undertaken to resist its enforcement m any way, by 

any force or violence ? 
Answer. Not at all. . . o 

Question. They have always quietly and properly submitted to it as a constitution ? 

. Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Awaiting your time to alter it in the proper constitutional way ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. ^ - ^ > 

Question. Have the provisions of that constitution, or the manner in which it was 
forced upon the people of the State of Alabama, ever been made a pretext for any 
violence or unlawful act, by anybody, to your knowledge ? 

Answer. 1 think not. 

Question. You have spoken of various improper acts of the legislature that was first 
assembled under your constitution. Have your people ever undertaken to resist the 
enforcement of those laws by any violence ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Has the impropriety of those laws ever been made a pretext for any acts 
of violence whatever by anybody ? 
Answer. Not that I have ever heard of. 

Question. You have spoken about the unsuitableness of various persons appointed to 
oftice under that constitution. Have you ever undertaken to resist by force in any 
way those officials ? 

Answer. I do not know that I have ever heard of but one officer who had any difficulty 
I do not know whether that grew out of any political matter. 

Question. You do not understand that, if there have been any acts of violence, they 
are to be attributed to any of these causes ? 

Avswa-. No, sir ; I do not think they are, because I think the people of the State of 
Alabama were determined to obey any law or constitution that was ui)on them. 

Question. You have spoken about some railroad legislation that you think was im- 
properly aud corruptly procured from the legislature. In the first place, let me ask 
you if those acts of the legislature were in any sense made a political question in the 
legislature ; was there a political division upon that subject? 

Answer. There was very little o])portunity to have any political division on that. 

Question. It was a largely republican legislature? 

Answei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did not the democrats who were in the legislature, what few of them there 
were, vote for those acts ? 

Answer. I am not able to speak upon that subject. 
Question. Have you ever examined in order to find out ? 
Answer. I have not examined. 

Question. Do you understand that those railroad acts were passed 

Answer. My impression is that the democratic senator voted for them. 
Question. Did you understand that they were in any sense oi)posed as political 
measures, or that there was any political division upon them ? 
Answer. No, sir; I have not heard that there was. 

Question. Do you understand that that railroad legislation has ever been made the 
pretext for any unlawful acts by anybody ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Then all these things about which you have been examined have not 
furnished any foundation for any violations of law upon the part of anybody, so far as 
you know ? 

A nsircr. Not that I have ever heard of. 

Question. You do not believe that they have 1 

Answer. No, sir; I do not. 

Question. This examination so far ha.^ been quite aside from the duty that wa^j 
imposed upon this committee. We are required to ascertain, as well as we can, what 
is the present condition of your State; whether the laws are enforced, and whether, if 
crime is committed, it is properly punished ; also what is the condition of the com- 
munity there avS to its peace and order. Have you heard of any acts of violence having 
been committed within your State during the last year or two — any x)ersons having been 
killed ? 

Answer. I have heard of persons being killed. 

Question. Have you heard of persons being killed by bands of disguised men ? 
Answer. Only what I have seen in the newspapers. 

Question. Have you had such information upon that subject as to satisfy you that 
Bueli has been the ease ? 

Answei'. I saw an account of a man being killed in Greene County, I think it was; 
the solicitor up there. 
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QneMlon, Mr. Boyd ? 
An;ju-er. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you uudcrstaiid that he was killed by a party of disguised men ? 
Jiisiver. Yes, sir: that was the Dews])aper aeconut of it. 
Question. Well, you supposed that to be true ? 
Anm'cr. I supposed it was. 

Question. Is that the only instance of the kind you have heard of in the State ? 

Answer. I cannot call to mind any other now; I do not recollect any other. 

Qtiistlon. Is it not your opinion that there have been more persons killed in the same 
way by bands of disguised men ? 

An>^ivcr. I think I heard that some persons were killed up in the neighborhood of 
Paytona; luit I do not recollect whether it was by persons in disguise or not. 

Question. Has it i>ot been a matter of public notoriety in your State for the last year 
or two, that in all parts of the State, at various times, bands of disguised men have 
been riding abroad at night ; has thcrc^ been any such thing as that ? 

Answer. I do n<it think I have heard of it in all parts of the State. I have seen in 
the newspapers that in ci?rtain i)ortions of North Alabama things of that sort have 
occurred. 

Qiu.siion. Have you not heard of these bands appearing in a great many of your 
counties ? 

Answer. No, sir; I never heard of thc^ir appearing in nlany parts of the State. 
Question, ('an you tell now the number of counties where you have heard of such 
occurrences ? 

Ansieer. I iK^ard of this instance in Greene County, and I heard of that case over in 
the neigliborhood of Pnytona, I think it was; whether they were disguised or not I do 
not n^toUect. 

Question. Do you mean to say it has not been well understood through the public 
))ress, innl in every way that would give the i)u])lic general information, that bands of 
disguised men havt' appeared in various sections of your State, and in a great many 
l)Iaees ? 

^In.swiT. I have an indistinct recollection that I have seen in new\spapers that men of 
this sort have a[)peared in certain plac<\s in North Alabama ; but I do not think I have 
ev*M- heard of any in what we call Soutli Alabama; if I have, I do not re<^olleet it. 

Question. Has tlicre been any talk about such an institution as the Ku-Klux? 

Answer. Then* lias been talk about the institution of Ku-Klux for the last two or 
three years: but th<'re has been so nuicli talk about them, and nobody could ever fix 
them or spot them, that it got to make tli(? same impression upon my mind that the 
old cry of wolf did in the fable. 

Que.^iion. So much was sai<l you did not believe any of it? 

Answ(T. Yes, sir; there was no result. 

Que''^f}on. You lieard of ])ersons being killed? 

Answer. I heard of Boyd, and of the case over there in Paytona; those were all the 
cases. 

Queation. Have you heard of men being taken out of their houses by these bands of 
disguised mow and whipped 

An^wa-. 1 hav<} heard of men being whipped occasionally. 

Qn<'.stio)t. Have you not heard of their being whipped by disguised men? 

A)i.^wer. 1 <lo not ivuow that I have. ^ 

Question. Yon never InMird of it ? 

Answer. I have iieard of men ]>eing whipped, but I do not recollect whether it was 
by di>guis(.'d men. 

' (JuesUon. Do you mean to say that you have not heard of men, and of a great many 
me!i. cspecially'^colored men, being taken out and whipped by disguised men. Has not 
thai bfH'U current in th(^ newspapers? 

Ansu-er. There may have been an occasional report of that sort, but I do not think 
tliey have hvvu very numerous. 

Question. Well, do you believe, from all you have read and heard about it, that there 
have been, in parts of your State, bands of men who went about at night in disguise? 

Answer. I believe this—that men have joined themselves together for the purpose of 
doing some special pi(^ce of violence in some i)articular parts of the State; I have no 
doubt but what tliat thing has occurred. 

Question. Do yon not think there have been a great many instances of that sort? 

A}iswer. ^Veli, sir, I cainiot say about that. 

Questio)i. I am not asking al)out a general concerted action throughout the State. 

Answer. I hav(^ heard of things of that sort in various parts of the State; more par- 
ticularly in North Alabama than anywhere else. 

Question. Is that rather a modern thing in your State, or have you always had such 
things ? 

Ausnur. No, sir; I do not think that in old times, when negroes were sometimes 
whii)ped by people who were not authorized to whij) them 
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Question. Did you ever hear of its being cldno by meu in such large numbers, and in 
disguise ? 

Answer, No, sir ; I never heard of anything of that sort being done by men in dis- 
guise before the war. 

Question, How do you account for its appearance and its connection within the last 
two or three years ? 

Ansicer, I account for it in this way : bad men got into particular localities, and the 
law was not adequate to get rid of them, and men chose to take the laws into their 
own hands. 

Question. What class of persons have been the objects of violence by these bands, either 
killings or whippings; what classes of men have those acts been committed upon? 

Answer. I have heard of some negroes being whipped; I think I have heard of some 
white men, though I do not have any distinct recollection of them. 

Question. Have those acts generally been confined to men of one particular party, 
whether white or colored ? 

Answer. My recollection is that the newspapers generally say that they are republicans. 

Question. So far as you have heard about these acts, do they not seem to be devoted 
entirely to members of the republican party ? 

Ansicer. I think I have heard of some democrats being treated in the same way. 

Question. Who? 

Answer. I do not recollect an*y of their names. 
Question. Do you feel pretty confident of that ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I feel pretty confident that some democrats have been treated in 
the same way. 

Question. Give us an instance of that sort. 

Ansicer. I cannot give you an instance, for it is an indistinct recollection. 
Question. Are you pretty confident in that belief? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I am pretty confident in the belief that I have heard of things of 
that sort ; and I am pretty confident in the belief that I have heard of negroes being 
taken out and whipped by negroes. ^ 

Question. We would be glad to have you state some instances where a democrat has 
been served in that way. 

Answer. If I could recollect it, I would tell it with a great deal of pleasure. 

Question. I have no doubt of that. 

Answer. But I do not recollect the name of any of them. 
Question. You do not think that has been as common as the other? 
Ansiver. No, sir; I hardly think it has. 

Question*. You know nothing about the existence of any such organization? 
Answer. Not a thing; no more than you do. 

Question. Do you belong to any political organization yourself, other than being a • 
member of the democratic party? I suppose you do belong to the democratic party? 
Answer. I am a democrat. 

Question. Do you belong to any inside association of the democratic party ? 
Answer. No, sir ; not of any sort, shape, or fashion. I never belonged to any secret 
society in my life, except a college society at Princeton. 
Question. Do you know of any such society? 

Answev. No, sir. ' I mean by that that I do not belong to any club that is not as pub- * 
lie as the party itself. "J 
Question. Do you belong to any club or society ? 

Ansicer. No society ; but. at every election we met together as a party to organize. 

Question. As a caucus, &c.? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; everything is public. 

Question. And you do not belong to any society having a constitution and ofiQcers, or 
anything of that sort? 

Ansiver. Just the sort of societies to which I referred just now. For instance, there 
are different wards in the city, and there will be a ward club, and there may be a 
president and secretary of the club ; but they are clubs simply for the purpose of pro- 
viding for political meetings. 

Question. Is there such a thing as membership to it? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is there any constitution about it ? 
Ansiver. No constitution. 

Question. Is there some way of distinguishing membership ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You do not have such a thing as membership ? ' 

Answer. No, sir; nothing at all of that sort. 

Question. Merely ward meetings ? 

Answer. That is all ; nothing else. 

Question. Or a democratic caucus ? 

Answe)'. Yes, sir ; that is all. 
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Question. Well, we have as bad as that in my town. Have you ever beard of any- 
bo(iy l>eiii«r arrested, prosecuted, and punished for any of these "marauding oflenses? 

A)i>iiV( i\ 1 liave heard of several men beiug brought down to Montgomery, and being 
tried before tlie United States commissioner there for aUeged offenses of that sort. 

(JucHfhn. Where from f 

^insircr. My recollection is that, i)erhaps, some came from Coosa County, or Elmoro 
County — I do not recollect Avhich. 

Question. How many cases of that sort do you know of in the United States court, 
do you think ? 

Ansircv. I think I heard there was one indictment in the United States court of that 
sort against a party, found at the last term of the court. 
(Ju(\^fhiK Do you kuow where tln^ otfense was committed? 

yinsiver. Either in Elmore or Coosa County, or, perhaps, TalVii>oosa — I do not recol- 
lect which county — but one of tliose three counties. 

Qiu ^itiou. Can you give ns any idea of the nund)er of cases you have known of arrests, 
where ther*' hav<' been hearings before the U^nited States commissioner, of such olienses ? 

Ausict r. I have lieard of two or thre<^ cases brought )jefore the United States eommis- 
sion<'r .during the last two or three months, and I have ^n<Ierstood also that they were 
all discharged. 

(Jucstiou. Have you knoAvn of any conviction of anybody for this class of offenses. 
^lu.'iin'r, No, sir; there never lias Immmi in my county f 

(Question. How do you account for tlie fact tliat all, or at least a very large proportion 
of tins kind of oileuses, hav(», been against members of the republican ])arty ? 

Ausuur. I su])pose they made themselves very obnoxious as individuals by some acts. 

Quexliou. \(ni think it is because they had bad j^eople in that party f 

^tiffiirrr. WvU. I do not know; those men hapj^'ued to be ))ad, or they might not have 
Ix'cii bad, I CMiniot tell anything about that; I suppose the i)eoplc who committed the 
violence U]>oii them su])posed them to ])v so. 

Qucsihn. That is, they are bad people (^leaning out bad ]>eople? 

Ausurr. Yes; I thiitk'it very likely it was mixed up a great deal in that way. 

(Jucslioii. Yon do not sup])ose that the peoph' who baud together to do these things 
, an^ of the fust order of your ])oi»ulation / 

Answer. 1 do not think that is at all the ])est evidence of their being so. 

(Juestioii. So far as you know, ;iccor<ling to your judgment and belief, are they repub- 
licans.' 

.insnvr. The jx-ojilc who commit this violence ? 

Qmstion. Yes, the peojde who liand themselves together in this way? 
Answer. 1 have heard of one or two instanct^s where they were. 
Quefitlor.. Is it so generally ! 

Answer. Xo : I do not think they are generally republicans, nor do I know that they 
are democrats. 

(Juesdon. According to your idea, they devote themselves to the evil men in the repub- 
lican party / 

Answer. To the men they suppose to be evil men. 

(Jnestion. A word or two'now about your election laws. Your law requires that every 
man shall b<^ registered in order to be entitkxl to vote ? 
^Inswer. Yes, sir. 

(Juesfion. Does every man, when he registers, have to take an oath, in which he 
swears to his legal qualilieations as a voter ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; 1 think that is the law. 

Quesfion. He has to swear to certain facts in reference to his age, residence, &c., 
which, if tru<\ make him a legal voter ? 
An.swer. Yes, sir. 

(Question. Is he liable under your law to be pimished for perjury if ho swears falsely 
in taking that oath ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I presume he is. 

Quesdon. Is it the same punishment that is prescribed for perjury in other eases ? 
Answer. The punishment is tixed by law : I do not recollect what it is, but I think it 
is made a felon v. 

(jHisfhm. You do not make any complaint but what the punishment provided by the 
law is adequate ? 

Answei'. I do not know anvthing about that. 

(Juesthn. If a man registers illegally— takes a false oath in doing so— he is liable to 
indictment for perjury ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say there is nothing in the law to prevent a man from voting forty 
times ? 

Answer. I do not think there is. There was a law in the code to punish illegal votmg, 
Init that was repealed by the general election law of 1868; that law repealed all elec- 
tion laws in existence prior to that time. 
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Question, Did that law repeal your penal code ? 

Answer, My recollection is, that the punishment for illegal voting was in the code 
under the head of general election laws. 

Quesiiou, Have you examined that ; are you sure about that ? 

Ansicei'. I think I did look at it once ; I have not done so very recently, but that is my 
recollection of it. 

Question. Do you mean to say that there is now no law in your State that will pun- 
ish a man for voting twice at the same election ? 

Answer. That is the conclusion to which the bar have come upon that s'ubject. The 
lawyers at Selma examined that matter ; I think we had a list of the names of fifty or 
sixty illegal voters that Were taken down there with the object of having them indicted. 

Question. If you ever get that case in court, I think you will find your lawyers very 
much mistaken. , 

Ansxcer, May be so ; but that is their opinion now. 

Question. You say that a man is liable to be indicted for challenging any man who 
offers to vote ? 
Answeft\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Is it your judgment as a lawyer, that if a man should challenge another 
who really was not entitled to vote, if that other man had, by taking a false oath, pro- 
cured himself to be registered, do you believe that when he offered to vote, if a man 
should object to his voting, should challenge his vote, that man who thus challenges 
would be liable to punishment ? 

Answer. Well, sir, as that law stands upon the statute-book, I should dislike very 
much to risk it ; it is a very singular law. 

Question. Do you believe that if a man who is entitled to vote, a legal voter, prop- 
erly registered, and one who has voted once at an election, should offer to vote again 
at the same e'lection, and a man should object to his voting because he had already 
voted once, do you believe that man would be liable to indictment for challenging 
him ? 

Answer. 1 should object very much to risking it myself. 

Question. 1 ask your opinion as a lawyer, if that is the law in Alabama. 

Answer. My opinion upon it is that the construction of the law is exceedingly doubt- 
ful. The best opinion to which I can come upon reading that law is that he would 
be liable to indictment. 

Question. For objecting to a man's voting the second time at the same election ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I think the object of the law was to prevent any challenging at 
all, and that has been the way in which it has been observed in the State of Alabama. 

By Mr. Biair : 
"Question. And it was intended to facilitate fraud ? 

By the Chairman, (ISIr. Poland :) 

Question. The whole thing has arisen out of the misconstruction of your law. Here 
are your acts of 1868 ; will you now turn to that portion of the act which you say 
repealed your old election law ? 

Answer. Section 34 of the act of 1868 provides: • 

" That there shall bo no challenging of electors offering to vote at any election hereafter 
held in this State, and any registered voter offering to vote at any election in this State 
shall be allowed to do so without question, challenge, or objection by any person ; and ^ 
any person who questions, challenges, or objects, or who unlawfully hinders or delays 
any person offering to vote, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction shall 
be fined five hundred dollars, and on failure to j)ay the same shall be imprisoned in 
the county jail for six months.^' 

Question. Do you not think it would be necessary, in order to make a valid indictment 
under that statute, to allege that the person who was challenged was a qualified voter ? ; 

Answer. It says : There shall be no challenging of electors offering to vote at any 
election hereafter held in this State, and any registered voter offering to vote at any 
election in this State shall be allowed to do so without question, challenge, or objection 
by any person." According to my construction of this law, it prohibits any challenge 
at elections at all, that is, of any man who offers to vote, for it provides, "Any person 
who questions, challenges, or objects, or who unlawfully hinders or delays any person 
oft'ering to vote, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor." In that part of the section it is 
not confined to registered electors, or anything of the sort, but to "any person." 

Question. Do you not believe that in order to make a good indictment under that 
statute it would be necej^sary to allege that the person challenged was a person quali- 
fied by law to be an elector ? 

Answer. No, sir; I am not prepared to say that that is my construction of the law. 
I should be very much afraid to risk it with our courts. 

Question. I am going upon the theory that you have courts that will administer the 
law as it is, and give correct and reasonable expositions of your statutes. 
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Ansyei'. It is possible that if the law could be administered in its real spirit your 
construction of it might possibly be correct. But that is not the construction which 
has been ])laced upon it in the State, and I do not believe that is the construction 
which would be placed upon it in the courts. 

Qiustio7i. And the opinion of the profession in your State is that that act has repealed 
all the penal provisions in your code in regard to double voting, illegal voting, at your 
elections, &c. ? 

Atmccr. Yes, sir; I think you will fmd the section to which you refer in the general 
election law of the State, and not in the penal code. You will find no prohibition in 
the penal code, properly speaking, of illegal voting. That offense is under the election 
law of the State, and we understand that whole article to be repealed by the law of 

Question. There is a section repealing the provisions of the election laws, but I think 
it is very clear that it repeals only the provisions about carrying on elections, not th9 
penal part. 

Answer. We understand it to repeal all previous laws. 
By Mr. Blair: 

Qnestion. Have there been any prosecutions for fraudulent voting or for challenging 
of voters ? 

Answer. I am not certain ; I have the impression in my mind, but I do not know that 
it is sufficiently an impression to be of any weight, that there was an indictment in 
Selina for illegal voting, and that the party was acquitted upon that statute. It is 
possible it might have been that they merely intended to do it, and upon an examina- 
tion of the law they found it would be useless to attempt it. I am not prepared to 
say which of those things are true. But I know that in Selma a considerable number 
of nanu^s were taken down with that object; Judge Bird, formerly upon the supreme 
])euch of the State, told me of it, and said that he, with many others in Selma, had 
examined the law, and had come to the conelusion that an indictment would not lie ; 
and a number of lawyers in Montgomery had examined it also, and that is the conclu- 
sion to which they came. 

By the Chairman, (^Nlr. Poland:) 
Question. The house of your legislature is democratic? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, lias that legislature held a session ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qne><fion. Have they undertaken to remedy the difficulty in your election law '/ 

Ansurr. I do not know whether any bill was introduced or not. I know that there* 
Vv'.is a discussion as to whether it would be of any use to occupy the time of the legis- 
l.ituie by presenting a bill of this sort, and they came to the conclusion that it woukl 
u^elrss, for the senate was largely republican and would not repeal the law. 

(Juf ^tiou. W<udd it not have been'^a jiretty good piece of political strategy for any 
man to introduce such a bill? 

Answer. It might have been, but they did not do it. 

Q.irsiion, Because the senate would not pass it? 

Aifsver. The house itself did not pass any bill. I do not think they introduced a bill 
at ;j11 : they thought they had better wait until they could get a democratic senate, 
and then they could alter the law. 

Qui'^iion. li' the law is as loose as you think it is, the other side could have the same 
advantage under it, if they were wicked enough to take it? 

Answer. They possibly might do it, if they had possession of the election precincts 
and boxes. 

Question. How does that make any difference ? If every man, by your law, is entitled 
to v()t<' as many times as he pleases, and nobody can object to it, how docs that make 
any diiference ? 

Answer. Illegal voting is chiefly confined to negroes. I do not know of any whito 
people who attempted to vote illegally in Alabama. 

Question. Do you know any negro who attempted to vote more than once at an 
election ? 

Answer. I cannot say that I know them, but I have heard of them. 

Question. If the law is so loose as to allow a colored man to vote twice at tho same 
election, without any punishment, it would equally allow a white man to vote twice 
if he made the same attempt ? 

By Mr. Pool: 

Question. Is there not a special punishment, beyond the usual punishment for perjury, 
provided for the case of a man who registers illegally ? 

Answer. I really do not recollect what the punishment fixed by the statute is ; I 
think, though, the punishment is fixed by the statute. 

Question. Is it not a penitentiary offense ? 

24 
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Answer! Yes, sir ; perjniy is usually a penitentiary offense ; it is made a felony, and 
all felonies are punished' by imprisonment in the penitentiary, or, if a murder, by 
hanging. 

Question. Can a man be an elector in Alabama until he registers? 
Answer, Not legally. 

Question. The electors, then, are the registered voters? 
Aimcer. Yes, sir ; properly speaking they are all registered. 
Question, Your law says, " There shall be no challenging of electors?'* 
Ansxve)'. It says that in one part. 

Question, I will come to the other part presently. It is the " challenging of electors " 
which is made indictable by that law? 
Anstca-. Yes, sir, one part says so. 

Question. Would it be unlawful to challenge a man who is not an elector ? 

Answer. I think it would, upon my construction of that statute. 

Question. What is that second part you spoke of that made it indictable to challenge 
a man who is not an elector ; what is the wording of it ? 

Answer. It is as follows : "And any person who questions, challenges, or objects, or 
who unlawfully hinders or delays." The first part is, "And any person who questions, 
challenges, or objects ***** any person otiering to vote shall be guilty of a misde- 
meanor.'* It is true it also says, "Who unlawfully hinders or delays any person offer- 
ing to vote," but the word " unlawfully" applies only to " hinders or delays," and does 
not apply to the other portion of the sentence. An indictment might be framed on each 
clause of that section, according to my idea ; one would be for challenging or object- 
ing, and the other would be for unlawfully hindering or delaying. 

Question. You do not think the connection between that and the " electors," and 
"registered voter," in the part of the sentence immediately preceding, would have any- 
thing to do with the construction of the statute? 

Answer. No, sir, I do not think it would. 

Question. Is it not the rule in construing criminal statutes, first to construe them 
strictly, and secondly in favor of the defendant ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. And you do not think the first part of that second clause would relate back 
to the preceding part of the section ? 

Answer. No, sir. I think they are distinct and different offenses in the section, and 
the language of the section applies to them in their different parts ; I do not think the 
word " unlawfully " applies at all to " any person." 

Question. If there is any doubt in the wording of a criminal statute as to what it 
means, do not your courts say that they are obliged to construe that doubt for the 
benefit of the defendant ? 

Atmver. If there is any real doubt, of course they would always construe the law in 
favor of life and liberty ; there is no doubt about that j that is the first rule of law. 

Question. Is there not a real doubt about your construction of this statute ? 

Answer. That would depend entirely upon how it struck different minds ; what might 
be a doubt in my mind might not be a doubt in the miud of somebody else. In defend- 
ing a party, I mi^ht come to the conclusion that there was a very great doubt, and 
might argue it before the judge in that way ; whereas the judge, not being interested 
in the matter, might take a very different view of it. 

Question. Are you not satisfied that the law was not intended to be so applied ? 

Answer. I am inclined to think it was intended to be exactly as it reads. 

Question. You have some doubt about it yourself? 

Amwer. I have not very much doubt about it. 

Question. Do you believe that any sensible lawyer would doubt as to the correctness 
of the construction which you place upon that statute? 

Ansxcer. I have seen a great many who did not have any doubt about it, and who 
came to precisely that conclusion, and some very good lawyers, too. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. The practical effect is that men dare not challenge anyone offering to vote 
in Alabama ? 

Answer-. There is no doubt about that in the world ; that is the practical effect of it. 
By the Chairman, (Mr. Pol.vnd :) 

Question. I suppose republicans would be equally afraid to challenge democrats ? 
Ansxoer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. But up to^ this time the majority of those who control the elections have 
been republicans ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
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By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland:) 
Question. What would that have to do with it ? 

Ansim: No man can object to a voter, hut the judges themselves may refuse to allow 
him to vote, if he has voted io three or four i)recincts before. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Is not the challen<;e of a jud^je of election as criminal as the challenge of 
anybody else ? Can you account for this fact, that your i^eople are so much afraid of this 
lav,-, which creates merely a misdemeanor, and they violate a much more important law 
against going in disguise ; is there not a very stringent law against jjcrsous going about 
in disgnise f 

Answer. Very stringent, indeed. 

Question. Can you account for the fact that they are so much more afraid of a misde- 
meanor in the one case than they are of the penalty in the other ? 

Answer. I cannot tell; they may trust to their disguises to prevent their being fouiul 
out; I most assuredly would not take the risk in any case. 

Question. You do not pretend to say that the people of Alabama are much more law- 
abiding than the people in other i^arts of the country ? 

Ansicer. I suppose they are about the same as in other parts of the ITnited States. I 
do not think much more difference would be found if the statistics could be got at. 

By Mr. Cobukn : 

Question. Speaking of the beginning of distrust between the two races in Alabama, 
vou say it commenced after the organization of the Freedmen's Bureau there, did you 
not ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaesiion. Were the negroes and whites in perfect accord and harmony before the or 
ganizatiou of the P'reeduien's Bureau / 
Answer. I think they were; I never heard of any trouble between them. 
(Jne'Slion. Did they agree politically before that ? 
An.swer. I do not speak ])olitieally at all. 
Question. Well, I want to know about that. 

An.'^wer. I do not think the negroes had any politics until the Freedmen's Bureau was 
established there. 

Question. Do you think the negroes would hav(? acted with the democratic party, if 
the Freedmen's Bureau bad not been established there T 

Answer. I think they would have acted with whatever party the whites acted with; 
my own idea is that as many of the whites in 1865 would have acted with the repubii- 
can party as with the democratic i>arty. 

Question. Do you mean to say that the establishment of the Freedmen's Bureau made 
white people turn democrats f 

Answer. It had a tendency to drive them off from the repTildicaii party, and for the 
reason that the Freeduien's'Bureau v/as supposed to be one of the means of that party 
lor the purpose of creating distrust between the negroes and the white people. 
^ Question. Do you believe that? 
^Answer. I do. 

Qufsdon. Do you believe the majority of the white people in Alabama after the v/ar 
intended to act with the republican partv ? 

Answer. I believe they would have acted with whichever party would have given 
them the most peace and quiet. 

Question. Do you suppose they believed the republican party, that had been hghtmg 
them during tlie war. would do that ? 

An^^wer. That thev would have ascertained by experience. 

Question. You spoke about the constitution of the Loyal League; when did you see 
that t 

Answer. I think I saw it during the last canvass. 
Question. Did you have it in your possession ? 
Answer. I read it. 

Question. How long did you have it in your possession ? 
Answer. Just long enough to read it ? 
Question. How long was that ? 
Answer. A short time. 

Question. Was it a day, or a half a day, or an hour, or half an hour ^ 
Answer. Not over an hour. 
Question. W^here was it ? 
Answer. In my office. 
Question. In Montgomery ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 4. + ;i - 

Question. You spoke of the oath and certain terrible punishments that were stated iri 
it, if a member voted against the republican party ; did I understand you to say that v 
Answtr. I do not think I said anything about terrible punishments. 
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Question, What was it you said ? 

Ansi€ei\ I think I said they were required by that oath to vote for the candidates 
nominated by the league ; and that I had heard that it was told to these negroes if 
they did not do that, something terrible would happen to them. I did not say that 
anything of that sort was in the book I read. 

Question. In relation to your laws in connection with the collection of debts, you said 
that if a man was worth a million of dollars you could not collect a dollar from him. 
Is it possible that your laws are so arranged that you cannot collect debts in Alabama 
from men who have plenty of property ? 

Answer. I did not say that in reference to men who had plenty of property. 

Question. You said a man might be worth a million of dollars, and you could not 
collect a dollar from him. 

Answer. I said that if he had it in money in his pocket, unless the law passed at the 
last session of the legislature remedied that evil, there was no law by which you could 
get it out of his pocket. 

Question. You did not apply it to any other case ? 

Anmer, No, sir ; if there is any visible property that the sheriff or the officers of the 
law can get at, you can collect your money. I know a case precisely in point, where 
there is a judgment against a man for fifteen or sixteen thousand dollars ; he disposed 
of all his visible property for the purpose of avoiding the payment of that debt. I 
presume the man is worth to-day one hundred thousand dollars. 

Question. Is not that the case in many States ? 

Answer. In most of the States, and it was so in our State, if an affidavit of the 
proper kind was issued, a ca. sa. could be issued, and you could take his body, and make 
him exhibit his property. 

Question. You spoke of the unjust provisions in relation to taxation. What are your 
provisions in regard to the system of taxation ? 

Answer. I do not know that I spoke of any unjust system of taxation. I only spoke 
as to the difference between the amount of taxation now and what we used to pay. 

Question. In what is it unjust and unequal and improper. 

Answer. I think the taxes are too high. 

Question. That is it ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question, You spoke of taxing various kinds of personal property not formerly taxed ; 
is it improper and unjust to tax those articles of property now ? 

Answer, No, sir, I do not think it is ; I do not object to that at all ; I only speak of 
the amount of taxation. 

Question. You confine your distinction to the amount of taxation ? 

Answer. To the amount of it, and the use made of it after it is collected. 

Question. You spoke of a law requiring the judge to make publication of the expen- • 
ditures, and you said that you never had seen any such publication. Do you know 
positively whether such publications are or are not made ? 

Answer. I do not think they are. 

Question. Have you examined the papers of the various counties in Alabama with 
reference to that ? 
Answer. I only spoke in reference to my own county. 

Question. Have you examined all the papers in reference to your own county ? 
An8%vei\ I have been a pretty careful reader of the papers in my own county. ^ 
Question. Are you willing to swear that no such publication has been made in your 
county ? 

Answer. I am willing to swear that I have not seen it, and that I do not believe it 
has been made. 

Question. Has the judge been proceeded against for that ? 
Aiiswer. I do not know that he has. 

Question. You stated that there were State notes in circulation as money ; how many ^ 
dollars does that circulation amount to ? 

Answer. 1 said, in reference to the question of State debt, that there was a large 
number of those notes issued. No objection was made to their issuance that I know. 

Question, What is their denomination and description ? 

Answer. They are of different denominations. 

Question. How small ? 

Answer. I think they are as low as one dollar, and from that up to a hundred dollars ; 
there may be some larger. 

Question. Is that circulation at par or at a discount in the neighborhood of Mont- 
j]:omery ? 

Answer. There and in the surrounding country there, it passes as well as any other 
money ; off at a distance it does not pass so well. 

Question. You spoke of one hundred miles of railroad being made ; what railroad is 
that ? ^ ' 

Answer. 1 said that I had uuderstood that about one hundred miles of the Chatta- 
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iiooga and Alabama Railroad was a mere temporary afiair, and would not in this 
country be considered a railroad at all. 

Qiu^^iion. Did you ever see it ? 

Ansiar. No. sir. 

Omstlon. All you know is from hearsay and rumor? 
Ansiciv. I have no doubt it is so. 

((>/i<,s/jV>?{. Have yon ever seen Governor Lindsay's testimony about that? 

Answer. I do not recollect that I have. I talked with Mr. Pollard about it, who is 
the i)resident of a railroad in that country. 

Question. You sjioke about temporary organizations for special purposes of these 
Ku-Klux ; how do these teni})orary oiganizations act, as far as you know ? 

Aniiwe)'. I only gave my u])ini()n, not that I knew anything about it ; that my opinion 
was that they were organized for a special purpose, to carry out some special scheme 
of the men who made the organization. 

QiKsiion. How many negroes in Alabama were in favor of voting the democratic 
ticket ; and how many were whipped for doing so ? 

Atisinr. I cannot say how many wanted to do it ; I heard of one being whipjied ; I do 
not know that I hearcl of any other. 

(Jiu-'<tlo}L Do you know of any number of negroes who were compelled to vote the 
rei)ublican ticket in Alabama? 

An.^ircr. 1 do not. 

{>ut!^(iou. Yon say that at elections the election officers never consulted the registers, 
but just allow everybody to vote ; how do you know that 

Ansmr. I have seen people vote there and keep on voting, and I never saw anybody 
look at a register. 

QucsiioH. Do you mean to apply that to the whole State of Alabama ? 

^Insurr. Only to my own personal observation. 

(Ju(sHo)i. How extensive^ is that ? 

Aumur. 1 do not know how extensive ir is. 

Quc.'itwu. How many places of election, and how many elections have you attended ? 
Ansurr. All the elections in Montgomery County. 
Qiutition, How many voting places in ^lontgomery County ? 
Ausictr. rourte4'ii at least, and I reckon twenty. 
(Jucsihn. Did you ever attend more than your own place of voting '? 
Amiin: 1 have noticed several i)reciucts in Montgomery; there are several precincts 
in the city. 

(Jucsiiou. You said an election was held th( re away from th^ precinct; what did you 
nieaii by that » 

Aihsinr. The commissicmers' court designated the spot where the election is to be 
held in each precinct ; some man's house, if there is no public place. I said that in 
This case the election was really held three miles away from the place which the com- 
missioners' court had llxed. 

(Juc^ilon. ^Vhat election was that, and where was it, in what township, or what city? 

Ausmr. The election was held, as 1 am informed, at what is known as Evans's pre- 
(;inct. 

Question. In what county ? 

Ansurr. In Montgomery County ; Mr. Evans lived about three miles from a place 
known as Carters Hill ; i am informed that election was not held at Evans's, but at 
Carter's Hill. 

Question. Did the regular election oflicers attend at that place ? 

Answer. Y\\s, sir; and I have already said that I did not think they intended to do 
any wrong. 

Question. Was that election contested ? 

Answer. Objection was made to the vote being counted. 

Question. In what resi)ect was that election illegal ? 

Answer. From the fact that it was not held at the jdace designated. 

Question. In that respect alone? 

Answer. In that alone. 

Question. You say that the democrats have a considerable majority in Alabama ; how 
do you know that '/ 

Answer. I said that was my opinion. 
Question. It is mere opinion ? 

Ansicer. It is my opinion from my general knowledge of the State. 
Question. Are there more whites than negroes in Alabama? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. How many more ? 

Answer. My recollection is that the registration shows there are about fifteen or six 
teen thousand more. 

Question. Do you draw the party line between the whites and negToes ? 
Ausiver. There are some white people belonging to the republican party. 
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Questioh . About how many ? 

Aimvei', I have said that I thought about five thousand would cover all.^ 

Question. Do you know personally whether a republican can make a speech in all 
the counties of Alabama ? 

Anmer. No, sir ; I cannot say personally, because I have not been in all the counties. 

Question, Do you not know it to be the fact that in certain counties in Alabama, or 
in certain districts or x>recincts, not one colored man voted ? 

Ansiver, No, sir ; I do not know that. 

Qiiestim. Do you not know that is the fact down in the southwestern part of Ala- 
bama? 
Ansiver, No, sir, I do not. 

Questim, Do you not know that there are thousands of negroes in the State who 
have never voted ? 
Answer. If it is so, I never heard of it. 

Question, In how many counties, of which you profess to have knowledge, do you 
know that republicans can make speeches freely ? 

Answer. I did not say they make speeches; but I have seen accounts of their making 
speeches in Barbour, Bullock, Montgomery, Macon, Elmore, Coosa, Lowndes, Dallas, 
and Pike, and I have heard of their making them in various other counties ; I cannot 
recollect them all. 

Question. Do you not know that they have been interrupted in many places ? 
Answer, I do not know that I have heard of any interrui)tion, except in Greene 
Comity. 

Question, Did you ever hear a republican make a speech ? 

Answer, I have been near enough to hear their voices, but not to distinguish what 
they said. 

Question, Did you ever inquire particularly into the fact whether republicans could 
make speeches in those counties or not ? 

Answer, I have made no particular inquiry, except that I have seen synopses of 
speeches which they were said to have made ; and in my own county I have heard 
them make the speeches. 

Question, You said something about promises having been made to negi'oes, of forty 
acres of land and a mule ; were those promises made by republicans ? 

Answer. That was the general understanding. 

Question. Did you ever hear any such promises made ? 

Answer. I have never heard republicans say anything about it. 

Question, Do your democrats always tell the truth when they are electioneering ? 

Ahuswer, I think it very doubtful if all of them do. 

Question. Do you think that anybody is ever deceived by their stories? 

An&iveir, I think it very likely that some are. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question. One question about making republican speeches ; you think persons can 
make republican speeches anywhere in your State without being disturbed ? 
Answer. I think they can. 

Question, Do you think that in any county in Alabama, a northern man, if he should 
go down there, a carpet-bagger, as you call him, could make a speech, and insist upon . 
the perfect equality of right between the negroes and the whites, and insist that th6>, 
negro had every constitutional and legal and civil right that the white man had, and 
had the right to assert it ; do you think he could make a si)eech of that sort in any 
place in Alabama without being disturbed ? 

Answer, I am under the impression that a man could make any speech of that sort ; 
somebody might halloo out, as they used to do in old whig and democratic times, but 
there would be no violence. 

Question, They would not shoot pistols at him ? ^ 

Ansiver, I do not think they would ; that is my opinion. 



Washington, D. C.yJuly 6, 1871. 

EDMUND W. PETTUS sworn and examined. 

The Chairman, (Mr. Poland.) As this witness has been summoned by the minority 
of the committee, he will be hrst examined by some member of the minority. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question, Where do you live ? 
Answer, I reside in Selma, in the State of Alabama. 
, Question, How long have you resided in the State of Alabama? 
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/V -r 'n\ 1 was born in Ala])aiiia, anJ Lave lived there ever since. I am now liftv 
ye:irs old. ^ 
(J ;/{o.v. Wluit pul)lic i)o:^itions liave yr,n lielil in the State ? 

J n 'Urer. 1 v. as solicitor of the S(.'^-eurh circuit for ten or twelve yearn, and I was a judge 
oi t:u- .same cireuit for fonr ycar.s. Those are the only civil positions I ever held.' 
ih-e-dion, 'lliat v>'as heforo th;* war/ 
.1.' <'n r. Vcs, sir. 

V r ation. State the i^eneral condition of athiirs at this time in re.(;ard to the security 
of i::",' and ])]-operty in the State, esjHM ially in the region with which you are luoj^t 
familiar, and the iijanner in whi«-h the law is enforced. 

.'D^.^:trt'}\ At this time I believe the law is reas(niably well enforced in the State of 
A] Jiania, and that lif(^ and property are as safe there as they have ever been at any 
X'.::ir ^N'ltliin niy knowledge. 

(J'iisiion. Do yon knov.- of any secret or:iianization in the State, political or otherwisii, 
v.'hosc ]>nipose oi" practice' is to ^ ioiate the law, and uphold each other in the violation 
of ihr law / 

A)j.'sir<r. 1 have n(>ver known of any sneh oru'anizatiou myself. Do you desire Islnmld 
sj).'ak of wha-t 1 knovr, or of what I have heiird ? 

st'ion. (iive ns any inforniatit)n that you have upon which you place reliance. 
V'e,; van speak not only IVoni yonr own knowledge', l)iit from information u])on which 
voa rely. 

J;,'v//vT. There have IxM-n disorders oC a very sn ions character in Alabama. Aftc'r 
t!:."var tlie lloating bad ]K)])nlation of l)()lh armies to sonu' extent was there, and thiu'e 
Av.-rt' <;i'<>at disorders; and 1 have no doui>t, from inibrn>ation, that there were ])artiet} 
eo-jibined toj^cther to connnit disonlcrs. Ihit, so far as I know or am infornHul, 1 think 
liiey were local or<:,anizat ions, for local ])urj)osi's, and very bad ])nri>oses. There is also, 
as J am inlbrmed, (and I hav*' no doubt of it from inJbrmation,) a i)oli<ical or<2janiza- 
tion of the cttlored jieeplc \vhich is also to some, extent enj2;a<»-ed in the same sort of 
]Mnj>oses. I tliink', however, in its ori<iinal formation it was (k-si_<2:ne<l for merely 
poliiieal objects and has been perverted by bad men to the sanu' bad purp(\ses, 

(J"<sti(})i. Have any of th.ese distnrl»anees occurred in yonr inniiediatt^ nci<i;hborhood 
((]• in the scf-lion of country in which you ])ractiee ? 

A}>>'ir{r. No, sir. 1 live near the center ( f tin) State ; and so far a s I Icnow there have 
bfvn no violations of hnv by combimdions exci'i»t in two instances, and 1 think tiiat 
they \s'ere tia' I'i'sidt of innnediate excitement; that they did not probaI)ly originate; 
from any prec(u:certed plan except an arrangement to act on the spiir of the occasion 
— a combimition to meet the enu'rgency when it arose. There were two such occur- 
rem^es in my immediate vicinity. 

{hi"}i(Jon. WTiat were those / 

Jnsin r. The negroes had been very mucdi exasperated by the killing of a negro po- 
liceman in Selma by a niaji ^named Wright, and also by the killing of a man named 
Frank JViggs on the ^leridiah train — a private assassination. This man Diggs was a 
1/lack nnm who had something to do with the nniil ; I do not now rt^member his con- 
iRM Ti<m with it. H<^ was a popular man with the white people, and also with the 
nt\i;i-oes; he w;is a well-behaved man and a man of good character. These occnirences 
had produced very great excitenu'nt among the negroes in the neighborhood where i 
live, and they manifested a hostil-ity toward any one who should in any way eonnnit 
any wi'ong toward any one of their rac(\ In otlier woi'ds, they were combined for tln^ 
purpose of retaliati(>n.' In that state of feeling a y<mng man named iiaxley and a colored 
nmn nanwd Alfred Granger, two journeymen bric'k-m'asons, (piarrehMl and fought on the 
strtM^s in Selma — those two alone. The colored nuiu was killed. JJaxley was arrested 
])y the otticers of the law and tak(ui in the dir<?ction of the calaboose. Just before 
tlu-y got to the calaboose the lu'gi'oes in large nnmboi's (I sujjpose there were soun^ 
fonr or live hundred when tln\v lirst seized him) took him away froni the ofiiceivs, beat 
him over the head, dragged him up and down the pu])lic streets by the heels and cut 
his throat, and stabbed "him in several places. The oHieers of the law did their best, 
so far as 1 saw, to prevent it, without force ; ])ut in a nu>b of that kind the ordiiiary 
police lorce is of no eifect. We linally gathered an arme<l force, ami went there. I 
had charge of it nu'self. When they saw us e«)ming, they drew olf a short distance, 
ready lor a light as it appeared; but wen^ merely intending to protect this man's 
life if we could. There was a great deal of cni'sing and insult, jnst such as a mob 
would heap on a party of men cmning, as they considtu-ed, in hostility to them. But 
there was no bloodsheil. We got between them and the house where they had linally 
carried this young man. 

Q}f(stion. You rescued the voung man froi]i th(^m ? 

Jusivcr. I cannot say that.* l)ecause before w<? got to the .s])ot th(^ vi(dence bad ceased, 
and the young nnui had been hd't for dead. He was not dead, however, and ultimately, 
after being confnied in jail for several months, he re<M)vercd. 

Qi't.-iion, Was anything done to ])unish the rioters / 

An^u-cr. Yes, sir; 'some" of them were arrested, and I think two of them have bceii 
convicted — two or thi'ct^, I do not recollect which. 
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Question. What was the other case of violence ? 

Aiisivc)'. Well, there are numbers of cases of individual acts of violence; I was only 
ppeaking of combinations; yon asked as to persons combined together to violate the 
law. The other case was one in my own county. I know nothing of it, however, per- 
sonally. My knowledge is obtained from direct information from the parties who saw 
it, and from" the proceedings in court. 

QuestiotL You have information upon which you rely ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; I have no doubt about the correctness of the information. That 
was a case, as I understand, where a white man of somewhat trifling character, for 
some reason that I do not know, whipped a negro boy— caught him and whipped with 
a switch. It created a mob. The negroes assembled from the adjoining plantations, 
took the white man down to the woods, tied him, gave him three or four hundred 
liislies with hickories and turned him loose. Those are the only two Instances in my 
immediate section in which I have known or heard of violence being committed by 
combinations. But there have been numerous acts of individual wrong there. 

Question. Both by whites and blacks ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; by both. 

Question. By whites upon blacks, and by blacks upon whites? 

Answer. Oh, yes, sir; and without any regard to color. They all, so far as I now re- 
member, were mere individual transactions. 

Question, In your judgment, is any political significance to be attached to these 
breaches of the peace or violations of the law ? 

Anstver. So far as they relate to my immediate section, I do not believe they have 
any political significance whatever, either as to the acts committed by black men or 
the acts committed by white men, except that there is an antagonism of race which 
has been the cause, as I think, of the two riots of which I have spoken. 

Question. And this antagonism of race has been aggravated by the measures of the 
Government? 

Amiver, Yes, sir, aggravated very much by the measures of the Government, but 
aggravated much more by the character of the men who have charge of our local gov- 
ernment. 

Question. The State and county officers? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. State, if you please, the character of these x>ersons and the manner in 
which they have brought about this condition of affairs. 

Answer. As to the character of the persons who have charge there, I never knew 
anything of them prior to their coming, except those who were citizens of the State. 
There are among them some few men of irreproachable character, so far as honesty is 
concerned. Some of them, I have no doubt, are honest men. They came there, how- 
ever, or seemed to come, with the idea that we were an inferior race of people, not fit 
to govern ourselves; and I think that some of these men honestly believe we are unfit 
to be trusted in any matter of importance to the Government. I have no doubt that 
that is their opinion. They have acted on it, and they have taught the negroes (who 
are for the most part men of little information) to think the same thing of us. They have 
bred suspicion and distrust. They have taught these negroes to believe that we were 
their worst enemies ; that we would put them back into slavery if we had a chance to 
do so j that we would defraud them of their rights, civil and political, as well as their 
individual rights of property; would swindle them in business transactions. That 
has been the general character of the teachings of men among us (even those who are 
considered men of honest character) who have come down there as political mission- 
aries, I might say. Added to those there are a number of very vicious men who have 
made use of the negro population for the purpose of obtaining j^osition, I presume, and 
making rtioney. They have gathered the negroes together in large numbers privately in 
the night-time, and have talked to them in such a way as to create this kind of distrnst. 
Then there are very bad men among our own people who have joined in that thing. 
In addition to that there are very bad men acting with the white people there, who 
have given cause for that kind of sentiment towards the people generally ; 1 mean 
given a handle on which to build that kind of an accusation. 

Question. But, notwithstanding the efforts of these bad men, the public opinion of 
the State, as I understand you to say, has i)reserved a very fair condition of afiairs 
there? 

Answer. There were great disorders there just after the war, and for some time 
there was not an orderly condition of society there. But for the last two or three 
years society has been as orderly there as I have ever known it, with the exception of 
some terrible outrages committed, as it appeared, by organized bands of men — organ- 
ized, as I think, in local places — extending sometimes over a county. That appeared 
to be the condition of things, so far as I could learn it. With those exceptions I think 
that during the last two or three years the law has been administered in Alabama as 
well as it nas ever been, I mean so far as regards the observance of peace and the 
|)re8ervation of property. I do not mean to say that the law has been well adminis- 
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tered, except in that sense. I would not have the committee understand me to say 
that the government had heen conducted with that kind of proiniety with which most 
men think jxovernnients ought to he conducted. 
Qnesthti. Do you refer to your State government ? 

Answvr, I am speaking now entirely of the State government; I have no reference to 
the (Tcneral Government at all. I believe that person and property are as safe in Ala- 
bama now as they have ever been. 

QiiCHtion. Was there a sense of injury and resentment felt among the people of your 
State with reference to the act of Congress by which the present constitution was de- 
clared the constitution of your State, and officers inaugurated under it after its defeat 
by the peojile, under the law prescribed by Congress ? 

Answer. The chief cause of irritation in the State of Alabama has not been that alone. 
The chief cause of irritation there is the principle which has run through the legisla- 
tion of the Government since the termination of the war, by which it is asserted or 
claimed that we are an inferior, d<'graded people, and not fit to be trusted. When 
Congress had that convention called which formed the x^resent constitution of the 
State of Alabama, there was no special opposition, so far as I saw, to the holding of 
the convention. The convention, when held, adopted some i)rovisions which were 
very odious to our people, and they were very nnu'h opposed to its adoption as a whole. 
They relied on the good faith of the Government of the United States to execute the 
law as it had been made ; and they concluded that the best plan for them to get rid of 
that constitution was to stay away from the polls. In that way every man who did not 
vote would be counted on our side. By a deliberate calculation we concluded that that 
wa.s the best plan. We relied on the good faith of the Government to carry out the 
law as it had made it, and expected that another convention would be called to make an- 
other constitution, in which we hopecl these obnoxious provisions would bo left out. 
The adoption of that constitution by the Congress of the United States was considered 
by us (I mean the people generally, outside of the colored people and the men who con- 
trolled them) a breach of faith in tlie first place, and an act of tyranny in the second. 

Qitesiion. The white people of Alabama made no efibrt to elect otficers under that 
constitution ? 

Ansirtr. Xo, sir. We agreed to abstain from voting, and also to abstain from the 
election of any ofiicers, with the hope that the constitution would be defeated and 
that thereby we would get rid of the obnoxious provisions in the constitution ; that 
Congress would simply order anoth<u* constitution to be made by another convention. 
That was our anticipation ; and we relied on the act of Congress itself 

Question. Your constitution was formed by delegates, many of whom, as I understand, 
were not citizens of your State ? 

Answer, That is mj information ; and I have no doubt it is true. The delegates to 
that convention embraced officers of the army of the United States, officers of the Freed- 
men's Bureau, and many persons who were not citizens of the State, or had only be- 
come such within a few days. The order under which the election was beld prevented 
a large class of the people of Alabama from voting. The election was held under a 
military order. 

Question . In pursuance of the reconstruction acts ? 

A jtsiL'cr, In pursuance of the reconstruction acts, and carried out by the military au- 
thorities. 

Question. And by those acts a large portion of the people were disfranchised ? 

Ausicer. Yes, sir ; they were denied the right to vote. These things have irritated 
the people considerably. But if you are seeking the source of our irritation and ihv 
condition of affairs down there, it'lies farther back than that. One of the main things 
of which we complain and have always complained is the breach of the contract made; 
by the soldiers in the field. I have what I call a contract— an individual one with 
myself— made by General Sherman in the name of the Government of the United 
States, in which! was required to conduct myself after that time in obedience to the 
laws, and was promised that I should not be\listurbed in any way if I did so. The 
soldiers went home, and as a body have been as obedient to the laws of the United 
States (whether they believed them to be just or unjust) as any people I ever saw. I 
speak of them as a body ; some of them have been lawless. We have been denied the 
benefits of that contract, which was made when we had arms in our hands. 

Question. And you look upon that as perfidy ? 

Answer. Well, I do not like to use so strong an expression as that towards the Gov- 
ernment of the United States at this time ; but we look upon it as a direct breach of a 
contract which we had made with the Government itself. 

Question. And the subsequent acts of the Government enforcing upon you a lot of 
officers whom you had repudiated, and an organic law for the State which had been 
rejected by the people, have been regarded by -you as in pursuance of the same policy? 

Answer/Yes, sir. After that contract had been ignored by the Government of the 
United States these reconstruction measures followed ; and the Congress of the United 
States (I say it to the committee with the utmost deference) has seemed all the while 
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to have acted on the idea that we were an inferior race of people, unworthy to be 
trusted, and whether we were in the rebellion or out of the rebellion, not entitled to 
the same rights that the same men would have if they would remove from Alabama to 
New York, for instance. Our local place of habitation was made a degradation in the 
eyes of the Government. That was the ^reat trouble with us. 
' Question. Notwithstanding this dissatisfaction with the administration of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, have the people of Alabama any hostility to the princi- 
ples of the Government ? 

Answer. I do not think that the people of Alabama as a mass have any hostility to 
the principles of the Government of the United States. But I would not have the com- 
mittee understand me to say that they have no hostility of feeling toward the Gov 
ernment, as administered against them. It would be trifling with the committee to 
say that we could live as we do and not feel unkindly towards the particular men 
who have put these hardships upon us. It is impossible, in my judgment, that any 
man of a fair degree of spirit should feel kindly toward any class of men, who, with 
power in their hands, proclaim through official sources and without interruption that 
they are a degraded people — substantially that, either in words or in acts. Men will 
not submit to be so considered, and at the same time feel kindly toward the men who 
thus denounce them. There is that kind of hostility against the administration of the 
Government as at present conducted. 

Question. After the recent election in your State — the last general election — ^when the 
democrats succeeded in electing their governor, there was a contest, I believe, and a 
disposition on the part of the governor, who had been installed by Congress, to hold 
ou to his position ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there was no contest, except by a curious proceeding instituted 
in a chancery court. On behalf of two of the State officers — Governor Smith and 
the treasurer— a bill was filed by which the officer designated by law for counting out 
and announcing the vote was prohibited from discharging that duty, so far as these 
particular officers were concerned ; and then there was a proceeding instituted, under 
the provisions of a statute we have in that State, to recover the property of the office. 

Question. The books and papers? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the books and papers. The great seal was the thing that the 
suit was really for — the emblem of authority. • Those two proceedings were all that I 
know of that you could call a contest. Governor Smith held the office after it had 
been announced that Governor Lindsay had been elected. He held it by the bayonet, 
though I will say that I have no idea in the world that there was any occasion for 
military force ; he could have held it just as well in person as he could by the bayonet. 

Question. He called troops to his aid ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir ; there were troops stationed at the capitol keeping guard over the 
difterent entrances on the second floor — the floor containing the offices. 
Question. The office of the governor ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir ; there was a guard stationed at the treasurer's door, and also at 
the governor's room. He has two apartments about the size of this room, and both 
doors of his room were guarded day and night, and no one was permitted to pass in 
except by permission from the soldiers. 

Question. Were you counsel m the case ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Employed on the part of Governor Lindsay ? 
Answ'e7\ Yes, sir ; I was engaged in the conduct of the case. 

Question. Were you in the court-room on the day upon which that case was brought 
before Judge Smith ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. It has been stated here by Governor Parsons that the room on that day was 
filled with armed men from a distance, who, as he gave the impression, were present 
for the purpose of overawing the officers of the law, and perhaps of proceeding to ; 
violence in case the suit should fail ; is that the fact or not ? 

Answer. The trial was in the county court-house ; it is a very large room, and there 
were quite a number of persons there. I suppose the house was half full. There were 
men there firom a distance, but, so far as I know or have reason to believe, not a man 
of them came there with any view to have anything to do with that business, except 
those who were engaged in the case as counsel. There were two very large gatherings 
in the town on independent matters, and without any reference to any political pro- 
ceedings at all. The Methodist conference was in session there at that time, and had 
been before this proceeding was instituted, and the Grand Lodge of Masons, which eni- • 
braces the entire State of Alabama, was assembled there. But I know of no single 
fact that induces me to believe that there was a single man there armed with any 
reference to that contest. I have no doubt some men there were armed. I did not see 
any arms. I had none myself j I mean I had none on my person. I had some in my 
trunk. I UBually carry a pistol in my trunk, but I hardly over wear it on my person, 
and I did not have it on my person then. 
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Qut.siioti. Was tbero any such manifcstatiou in the court-rooin, or anywhere else in 
01' about the town, as would justify such an inference as I have stated. 

Aiisu'L-r. Well, I cannot say whether there was or not. There was great indignation ; 
hut I saw no demonstration of any act of violence; I heard of none ; and niy opinion 
i.s that if any one drew the inference that there was danger of violence, it was merely 
i'voi'A the aggregation of people in the town from the two causes I have mentioned, and 
tlie talk Avhich would naturally arise in that gathering of people. I do not believe 
there was any violence meditated. 

Question. The judge before whom this proceeding was had w^as a political friend of 
Governor Smith, the republican governor of Alabama f 

Answer. Well, he was elected as a reimblican, and was so considered at that time ; 
but 1 cannot say that he was his friend, and I do not believe he was. 

Quc-siioji. I say his political fricflid. 

^'liisiver. Yes, sir ; he belonged to the same political party at that time. 
Quesiion. Did he render any decision on the matter f 

Answer. He rendered no final judgment, as we call it. He made several rulings in 
reference to the matter, assuming jurisdiction of the subject; but he did not render 
any linal judgment in reference to it. 

(^iut slion. That became unnecessary by the action of Governor Smith in surrendering 
the oliice ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 1 knew Governor Smith well. Years ago, befpre the war, I held 
courts where he practiced. He came into the court-room by order of the judge. He 
asked me to meet him immediately after the adjournment of the court. I did so ; and 
he informed me that he wanted to resign, and get out of the trouble ; that the proceed- 
i:ig had been instituted without his full aT)proV)ation, although it was done in his name 
and by his consent, and he believed he had a right to do it. According to his state- 
ment of it, it was a political movement. He expressed a desire then to retire from the 
contest; and ll(^ said, among other things, that he desired to preserVe harmony among 
the peoi>le of the State of Alabama ; that he was afraid the disputed authority — two 
UH^n claiming to exercise the office of govt^-nor — would have a very bad effect on the 
poace and good order of the community, and that he would retire for that reason. He 
did retire and surrendered the oflice — against the advice of his political counsel, as ] 
have understood. 

Qiiesilon. What was the ground upon which lie claimed to retain the office ? 
Answer. He claimed to retain it on the ground tbat, as he charged, there were frauds 
in the electitm. 

Question. Did not his political friends hold possession of nearly all the voting places! 

Answer. The Government was administered in all its departments almost entirely, 
with a very few exceptions, by the republican party. 

Question. TLe election law gave them the appointment of the managers of the elec- 
tion precincts throughout the State ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. The managers, as we call them, are appointed by the judge of pro- 
bate, the sheriff, and the clerk of the circuit court, or any two of them. 

Question. Those officers had been elected at the previous election, when the demo- 
crats made no contest, and therefore throughout the State the republicans predomi- 
riated in those x>ositions ? 

Answer. 0, yes, sir ; they had, I suppose, nine-tenths of the officers of every sort. 

Question. Tiie election law enabled the managers of the election to commit great 
fi'auds, if they were so disposed. 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were there any well-grounded charges of such frauds having been com- 
mitted ; and if so, in whose interest f 

Answer. Well, sir, there were, according to my information, some remarkable frauds 
of that sort in the city of Mobile. That, however, was a bungling affair, according to 
accounts, and was detected. It was what they call "stuffing the box"— putting in 
more votes than were ever given. I do not myself know of any frauds on the part of 
the managers. I have heard of such things. The frauds which I knew of being com- 
mitted (and they were very numerous) were what we call illegal voting — shipping 
large numbers of voters from one precinct or one county to another, and allowing a 
large class of the population to vote who were not entitled to vote under the law. 
Those frauds were very numerous. 

Question. That could only have been done by the connivance of the managers of the 
election ? 

Ansiver. Well, sir, I believe it was done in many instances where the managers in- 
tended to obey the law. But they had a very exalted opinion of the words of the law, 
and did not like to interfere with 'this sacred thing of voting. I suppose it was thought 
necessary to pass extremely stringent laws, for fear the white people should interfere 
with the colored people voting; and in doing so the right to challenge a vote was de- 
stroyed. I think it was the general view of the managers of the election that they had 
no option about the matter; that a man who was registered should vote. There were 
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immense frauds of that sort. I saw numbers of them myself, and I heard, from what J 
considered sufficient information, that there were numerous others in other localities. 
Question. By whom were these frauds committed I 

Amiver, By individuals acting, as I believe, under the pressure of bad political man- . 
agers. 

Question, By both parties ? or if not, by which party ? 

Answer. Well, sir^ I do not know of but one case where a man voted illegally on the 
democratic side ; but I have seen, I reckon, as many as one hundred boys vote at one 
precinct, where it was palpable to any man that they were not twenty-one years of 
age, and some of them as low as fifteen. 

Question. Arc there, within your knowledge, any other facts bearing upon the gen- 
eral condition of the State at present in regard to th§ execution of the law ? 

Answer. I have referred to very great outrages that have been perpetrated in our 
State by persons who seemed to he combined together for the special objects that they 
accomplished. There have been several things of that sort, according to my informa- 
tion and belief. 

Question. Are these outrages committed by persons in disguise ? 
Answe}', Some of them are. 
Question, Upon negroes ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. Some on negroes and some on white men. 

Question, Did you hear or know of any committed by negroes upon negroes I 

Answer. I have heard of one or two such instances ; but I do not know anything of 
the sort myself. I heard of two instances : one was in North Alabama. My informa- 
tion is that some five or six negro men put on disguises, and took another negro man 
and gave him a terrible beating. 

Question. In what county was that ? 

Answer. My imj)ression is that it was somewhere near Florence or Tuscumbia ; those 
two towns are six miles apart, and I do not remember which it was. A gentleman 
from Florence, I think, informed me about it. 

Question. Was any attempt made to make that appear as what is called a Ku-Klux 
outrage ? 

Answer. It was published in the papers at the time it occurred just as they pub- 
lish all such things. Every private feud there which results in blood is called a Ku- 
Klux outrage," and attributed to our inherent bad nature as a people. There was a 
recent case of that sort in Tallapoosa County, which, according to my information, 
was intended to manufacture a piece of testimony of that sort ; but some negroes came 
upon the man in the act. This man, who was a solicitor in Tallapoosa County, 
whipped two negro girls, and whipped them very severely with switches. That was 
reported as a Ku-Klux outrage also. But this man was caught by some negroes, as I 
understood; and it proved to be a white man who was manufacturing public senti- 
ment in that way. But there have been other cases, a very considerable number of ' 
them, where I have had no cause to believe that they were not genuine outrages per- 
petrated without any semblance of justification and without any excuse on the part of 
the men engaged iu them. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question, You designate those as outrages by the lawless men of the country ? 

Aimver. Yes, sir. ^ 

Question. If your last election for governor had been perfectly fair, would the demo- 
cratic majority in the State have been greater or less than it was ofiicially reported ? 

Answer, As a matter of opinion, I think the majority for Governor Lindsay would 
have been a great deal larger, because his majority was reduced by the frauds that I 
speak of— the shipping of men from one point to another by rail, and the voting of 
minors and other persons who had no citizenship in the county in which they voted. 
Our law does not allow a man to vote out of his county. ; 

Question. Whatever may be the true technical construction of the act, tell the com- 
mittee whether or not it is practically the fact that no one feels that he can, w^ithout 
risk of punishment, challenge a voter, even though he may know that he is voting 
illegally ? 

Ansiver, Well, that has been the interpretation by the multitude, and it has been 
acted on. That is, practically, the cftect of the law. I do not mean to say that such is 
its true construction, though it says so in so' many words. I do not believe that any 
court would hold that that w^as the true interpretation of the act. They would set 
aside the words aud arrive at the purpose. That is my judgment as to what the 
courts woidd do. 

Question, Yet the practical operation of the act has been that no man has dared to 
challenge even when satisfied a man was voting illegally ? 

Answer. I never saw it done except in one instance since the reconstruction acts were 
first set on foot. I mean at one particular election. It was a local election in the 
county of Perry—the election for mayor and aldermen. I happened to be there at 
court and I saw it done there. I know I was called on to advise the persons there 
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v/liether it would be a violation of the law to challenge a man who was not a voter 
I gav<^ it as my opinion that if the man was not a voter, the one challenging him would 
not bf liable to any punishment ; but that, if he was a voter, it did not make any 
difference how honestly a man might challenge him, he could be indicted and pun- 
ished. 

Quesiion. That is the only case, so far as you know, where a man ever ventured to 
challenge? 
Ajiswer. The only one I ever heard of. 

Question. The letter of the law is against your construction ? 

Answer. The letter of the 'aw is directly against challenging any person offering to 
vote. 

(Question. And because you regard enlightened judges as able to look beyond the 
UK-re letter of the law to its spirit and meaning, you believe that no court of high 
integrity and comprehensive views would adopt the literal construction of the act? 

Answer. I rely on the rules of legal interpretation as settled by the courts. 

Question. What is your knowledge or information in regard to negroes who have 
beloug<Hl to your Leagues, or who have beeji taking an active part as republicans, 
examining at the polls the ballots of negroes otfering to vote, and especially of those 
oderiiig to vote the democratic ticket ? 

Answer. Well, sir, there is a regular system on that subject, so far as my observation 
got-s, 

Qucsiiou. Explain it to the committee. 

Answer. The system is to make a door, either by men, or rails, or palings, through 
v/]iieh all the voters are required to go. Ordinarily, I have seen these elections con- 
ducte<l at court-houses, and they are inclosed. A crowd stands usually at the paling 
fence, on both sides, and the voters, white and Jdack, have to pass, because generally 
there is but one place of entrance ; and if there are two, they generally station two 
men. Any white man is allowed to pass through without question, whether he belongs 
to one party or the other. The colored man, when he comes to this point of entrance, 
hands his vote, or it is taken, and it is inspected by another colored man stationed 
there for that purx)ose. He inspects the vote, and the man passes on, or he changes the 
ticket. That is the general system of voting in Alabama, so far as my observation goes, 
in reference to the colored people. If the negro has a democratic ticket, it is olyected 
to by the man in command of the entrance ; and sometimes I have seen controv(5isies 
on the subject, but never any difficulty. There lias never 'oeen any mob, except in one 
iustane<% and that did not grow exactly out of that kind of thing. But the vote is 
inspected, and, so for as my observation goes, there is always an effort to change it, it' 
it does not suit the man in charge of the gate. Sometimes it is changed, and sometimes 
it is not. 

Question. This organization that is fomied at the gate is generally composed of colored 
men ? 

A)iswer, Almost always. 
Question. And republicans ? 
Answer. O, yes, sir. 

(Question. They are the active controllers of these secret League organizations, I sup- 
])0se? 

A nswer. They are called League organizations. They are secret societies, meeting for 
political purj)oses ; that is my information. And these men who stand at the gate are, 
for the most part, bold men of that organization. 

Question. Is not tlris organization acting entiiely in violation of law? 

Answer. Well, sir, I cannot say that. The attempt to intimidate a voter is a breach of 
the law, so far as they do that ; but I do not know any law against a body of men 
meeting secretly for political purposes. 

Question. 1 mean when they stop the voter and take his ticket away from him? 

Answer. Yes, sir; whenever that is done in a style which tends to intimidate the 
voter, it is a direct breach of the law. 

Question. Is it not done in such a way that the voter cannot very well resist, or does 
not generally resist? 

Answer. I have seen it resisted, but it is not generally done. My information is that 
most of the negroes have belonged to that League in one form or another, and have been 
sworn in some way to obey certain orders coming from certain sources; and that when 
these orders are received, they do not question them at all, but obey them, as a general 
thing, though 1 have seen this proceeding not only questioned, but disputed with decided 
rudeness and indignation. I have seen it done by several colored men. 

Question. Do yon give it as your opinion that the great bulk of the intimidation that 
ha> been practiced upon voters in the elections in Alabama has been by organized 
bodies of the colored' League upon their own race who seemed to be differing with them 
in polities ? 

Answer-. It has been by the leading men— the bold men— of these secret organizations ; 
the colored men, I mean. I do not believe a white, man would engage in that sort of 
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business in Alabama in the presence of the multitude, but these bold negroes are put 
forward for that pui"posc ; and really all the intimidation that I have ever seen, and all 
that I have ever heard of being exercised, at the polls, has been by black men on black 
men, for desiring to vote against their race," as it is called. 

Question. In other words, desiring to vote against the republican ticket? 

Amivcr. Yes, sir; I have seen several acts of that sort myself and I have heard of 
several others. 

Question. Have you any knowledge or informatiou that, to obtain the votes of the 
colored race for the republican ticket, they have been promised property of any sort 
provided they did so vote or have been threatened with being put back into slavery if 
they did not 1 Do you know or have you heard of any coercion of that sort being used ? 
If so, in what form ? 

Answer. I never heard any promises made to these men that if they voted the repub- 
lican ticket they should have property. I have heard such things spoken of frequently, 
and I have heard negroes speak of it ; but I have no knowledge of any such promise. 

Question. Have you heard it from negroes who themselves have said they knew of it ? 

Answer. I cannot say that I have. I have heard negroes tell it as a fact ; but I do 
not remember that I ever heard a negTo state that it was promised to hina. The other 
thing is very common — to tell the negroes that they will be put back into slavery, and 
that they will be denied the right to testify. in the courts or to sit on juries, and denied 
all right of holding ofSce. But that has not been, as I understand it, in the way of a 
threat j it has been the vile utterances of men for political effect — the slander of a peo- 
ple by men who desired to accomplish a particular object. It was not in the nature of 
a threat against the man; it was the mere jfblitical slander of an adversary, as I under- 
stood it. 

Question. From all the information you have, did not those statements, on the one 
side that they would be put back into slavery if the democratic party succeeded, and 
that they would obtain land and mules and other things if the republican party suc- 
ceeded, influence very largely the colored vote in your State ? 

Answa: 1 have no doubt it had its effeet and a very decided effect j but my opinion 
is that as the negroes become enlightened and educated, familiar with public men and 
public things, (and they are acquiring considerable information in that direction,) 
such statements will not have the sort of influence they have had. In fact I am satisfied 
there has been a great change in that direction already. 

Question. Do you know enough about the negro to know that if he has been deceived 
in any promise often enough to become convinced that a man will not keep faith with 
him, he no longer trusts that man in anything ? Is not that one of the characteristics 
of the colored race ? -* 

Answer. Yes, sir; I think so — especially about money or property. If they are prom- 
ised their pay, and do not get it, it is very difficult for the man who withholds it from 
them ever to show a reason satisfactory to them way it was withheld. They look upon 
such a proceeding as a great sin, and it frequently is. 

Question. As a matter of fact, had not the people of Alabama, by a legislature in which 
there were neither negroes nor "carpet-baggers," so called — had they not, by the act 
of their own people ratified the thirteenth amendment and given to the negroes the right 
to testify in the courts — in fact all civil rights ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they gave them all civil rights generally. 

Question. Had not the legislature ratified the thirteenth amendment? 1 
Answer. Yes, sir; under the government of the white race in Alabama, after the war, 

they ratified the thirteenth amendment, and gave the negroes nearly all civil rights, 

except the right to vote and hold office; not entirely, though. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 

Question. 1 do not know that I precisely get your meaning in relation to the general 
complaint of the white people of your State with regard to the United States Govern- > 
ment. With what particular act or thing have they been dissatisfied? 

Answer. I have stated what I consider a contract made between the individuals of 
our army and the Government, acting through General Grant and General Sherman. 

Question. At the time of the snrrender ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. There is in that parole, as it is called, a distinct promise on the 
part of the Government of the United States that soldiers who retire to their homes, 
and conduct themselves in obedience to the laws, as peaceable citizens, shall remain 
there, and "shall not be disturbed by the authorities of the United States;" that is the 
language. If that means anything, it means that they shall enjoy the rights of prop- 
erty and person guaranteed by the laws of the land to persons generally. 

Question. Then you and your people generally consider that the disfranchisement 
and disabilities which were imposed by the reconstruction measures were in violation 
of that? 

Answer. Undoubtedly. 

Question. There never was any attempt bv the Government of the United States to 
interfere with the persons or property of individuals of that class? 
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Answer. Well, sir, I canuot say that there was any attempt to interfere with persona 
or pr()])erty by the Government. 

Qui'stwnl Or by any law of the General Government? 

Aiisivey. Xo, sir, I do not know that there was any interference by any law of the 
G(Uieral Government, so far as the taking of a man's property is concerned,' in the sense 
of taking it from one individnal ; bnt in the sense of taking it from the comnmuity at 
large, there has been the most direct and, we think, tyrannical taking of property by 
the Government of the United States. 

Quesiion. Explain yonrself a little more fully on that point. 

Anstvev. I mean that no particular man's property has been seized and appropriated 
to the Government, so far as I know, by an act of the Government. The officials have 
done so, in great numbers of instances, bnt those we considered as violations .of law, 
as disorders growing out of the war and th(i temporary power exercised by some men 
unfit for their places; we do not attribute those acts to the Government at all. Our 
cotton was taxed live cents a pound ; the insurrectionary States were the only part of 
the United States that raised any cotton ; that was a taking of the proi)erty of the 
country by what was counted a law of the land. It may have been a constitutional 
power, exercised by the General Government ; that is for the courts to determine ; but 
that it was fair or, in any sense, just, we cannot conceive, and we cannot conceive 
that fair-minded men in any part of the country would so regard it. 

Question. That was a law on the subject of taxation which applied to the whole 
United States; it taxed cotton so much per pouud, no matter where it was. 

A?isircr. It will do to theorize in that way; a man who wants a reason for an unjust 
act miglit justify it in that way ; but men who look atjthe facts canuot be blinded by 
any such reason as that. It was a tax levied in the shape of a penalty by the General 
Government on those they called rebels ; it cannot, as I eouceivo, be fiiirly inter- 
preted in any other way : it v/as a penalty. 

Question. I will not take any time in debating about that, as I now get your idea; 
but your peo]de regarded also all the disabilities and disfranchisements arising under 
the reconsi ruction acts as in violation of the terms of surrender ? 

Anmrr. Yes, sir, I think the pe()])l(* generally considered that to take away a man's 
right to hold oiVico or to vote, without a trial, is not allowing him to remain at his 
liouie ''undisturbed by the authorities of the United States.'' 

Question. And your people were dissatisfied with that : they thought it was wrong 
in itself, and that was also a violation of the terms of surrender? 

^Insicrr. 1 cannot say that our people thought it was wroug in itself, because we 
rt'cognized, to the fullest extent, the right of the conquerors over the conquered; but 
we (lid not thinlv it was an act of good faith on the part of the Government of the 
United States to make a promise to men with arms in their hands and violate it so 
soon as they had surrendered those arms. 

(hiestion. So that the dissatisfaction grew out of the idea that the reconstruction 
policy of the Government was violative of the terms of surrender ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; it showed a purjiose to punish individuals for alleged crime with- 
out any trial by law. • 

Question. Yon thought that if the thing were to be done at all, it ought not to bo 
done in that w*ay ? 

Answer. Y\\s, sir. 

Question. This idea, you say, was, in your judgment, a greater ground of dissatisfac- 
tion than the course that Congress took in imposing the constitution on the State after 
the people failed to ratify it according to the terms of the reconstruction acts ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I really believe that the great evil under which we are now suf- 
fering arises from the idea which is embraced in several, perhaps many, of the acts of 
Congress — that we are a degraded race. 

Question. Was the granting of suffrage to the colored people satisfactory generally to 
the white people of your State ? 

Answer. The people were divided on that. They never came to any agreement by 
which the colored men obtained any right to vote, and I do not know that they would 
have done so. The white peoide were opposed to negroes indiscriminately having the 
right to vote, though there were considerable divisions of opinion on that subject, and 
very many were in favor of their having a right to vote of a qualified nature. 

Question. A qualification founded on education, or property, or both? 

Ansicer. Well, sir, both were spoken of; but there seemed to be no settled plan. We 
were in a new condition of things, and opinion was being molded by circumstances. 

Question. The great mass of the colored voters in your State vote the republican 
ticket ? 

Ansicer. O, yes, sir; the mass of them. 

Question. The great mass of them, you have no doubt, desire to vote in that way ? 
Ansicer. Y'es, sir; I think that a very large majority of them desire to vote in that 
way at this time. 

Question. They try, I suppose, to influence and persuade every man of their race to 
think as they do and to vote in the same way ? 
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Ansiver. They do ; and these bold men of whom I speak try to force them to do it by 
intimidation. 

Question, They argue to them and endeavor to persuade them to do vL^ 
A7i9wer, O, yes, sir ; and to frighten them. 

Question. They argue to them that they are indebted to the republican party for 
their freedom. 
Arwwer, Yes, sir. 

Question, And for the right of suffrage ? 
Ansicer, Yes, sir. 

Question, And for all their civil rights ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

Question. They argue to them that all these things were secured to them against the 
wish of the democratic party ? 
Ansicer, Yes, sir. 

Question. And it is urged that therefore they all ought to vote with the republican 
party ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. They use all these arguments to show them that the republican party are 
their friends politically, while the democrats are not ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir; those are arguments very commonly used. 

Question. You have spoken of the advice that their leaders give them in those Leagues. 
Have you ever known any republican leader in your State to argue to men that they 
ought to do any violence to the white people or to deprive the white people of any 
right that belongs to them ? Have you ever known any republican leader to advise 
the colored people that they should do anything more than assert their rights, and to 
argue to them that they ought to go with the republican party because they were their 
friends politically ? 

Answer. I have heard several speeches, the direct tendency of which, while they did 
not profess to advise violence on the part of the negroes, was to produce acts of ag- 
gression on their part against the white people. I will explain that in this way : The 
former masters of those wh o had been slaves were abused ; the negroes were told of 
their sufferings in slavery ; they were told, " All this property that you see here, these 
lands, were cleared by you ; you made all these fences ; you dug all these ditches ; and 
you are the men they belong to." That was the style of speaking. Such speakers 
have told the negroes that it was the purpose of themselves, and they thought they 
could induce the (xovernment of the United States to carry it out, to have a division of 
those lands. I have heard such things said by their leaders ; I say their leaders, but 
they are very insignificant men — men whom you would never invite to your house if 
you knew who they were ; but still they are the controlling men who have charge of 
these negroes in the special localities ; and they base their speeches on the text of a 
bill which was introduced into Congress by Mr. Stevens. I cannot remember the pro- 
visions of the bill ; but you, perhaps, will. 

Question. The Stevens confiscation bill ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. It proposed to divide up the lands in small parcels and approj^riate 
them. The negroes were taught to believe that this would be done ; that all those im- 
mense farms would be hashed up into small pieces and divided among them, provided 
they would support the republicaijs, and keep down these bad men called "rebels" and 
"secessionists." 

Question. The result of all this argument was to get them to vote the republican 
ticket ? 

Answer, That was the primary object — to get them to vote the Republican ticket, and 
to vote for the special man who was making the point. But the direct effect was to 
create a feeling of hostility in the mind of the negro against his neighbor, the white 
man who owned the land. 

Question, These were a set of reasons which they gave to the negroes to show them 
why they should vote the republican ticket, instead of voting with the democrats ? 

Answer. 0, yes, sir; they were reasons for voting the republican ticket, and denun- 
ciations of the men who owned land. 

Question. They said to them in substance, These men were opposed to your being 
free ; they were opposed to your having the suffrage ; they were opposed to your hav 
ing your civil rights as witnesses in court, &c. ; and if they get into power they are of 
the same opinion still, and will try to deprive you of all these things." That was the 
style of reasoning adopted ; and you say that they once argued about a division of 
property which they were going to have, if possible. 

ylnsiver, I did not say " once." I said I heard it. 

Question. Is that the style of argument used now, or was it used on some former occa- 
sion ? 

Arswer. I do not speak of that style of argument being used now. Some of the 
8peak<^rs, quite a number of them, will talk now of the negroes being put back into 
slavery, provided the democrats ever get power ; they make all such charges as that ; 
but I have not heard lately about the division of lands. 
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By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Have yon licavd promises of '4brty acres and two mules 

Answer. Well, sir, I have liewrd of that story in the commnuity generally; hut I 

never heard a speaker promise that in so many words. I have heard a numher say 

that tlie lauds should ho divided. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 

(Jtu.^(ion. If there were promises of land, property, and things of that sort, I suppose 
the argument pretty soon exhausted itself f 

Ansircr. No, sii' ; it lasted considerahly longer than you have any idea of. Mr. Stevens's 
l)ill was the hasis of it ; and really, some tolerably well informed white men thought 
that it might go through. 

Qi(c>ition. That was iour or five years ago ? 

AnKurr. Yes, sir ; hut those reeonstruetion measures, yon remember, grew in inten- 
sity all the time ; if we did not obey the i)olitieal orders we got, they \mt the screw a 
little tighter; and we <lid not know bnt there might be actually a division of the land, 
though I must conf<'ss I n<'ver ha<l any serious apprehension of it myself. 

(JuiHiion. You say that in various localities in your State there si'emed to he organ- 
izations of men, (.sometimes, at least, as extensive as a county,) who did lawless acts 
and acts of violence ! 

Anstvcr. Yt^s, sir; 1 said tlna-e seemed to be some local organizations that did acts of 
very great outi'age. 

Qut'sthn. Well, sir, how extensive was that in your State ? 

ulnstvcr. So tar as I have any information, tliose acts were local matters. 

Question. Were tlu'se (u-ganizations spread over a good i)art of your State ? 

AnsH'ir. I think not, sir. So far as my inl'ormation goes there' were acts of violence 
committ'-d by men in ])andsin the northern ])arr of the State, and in the western ])art, 
in two or three counties ; and 1 hearti of one such transaction in the interior of the 
State, near Paytona. 

QucslloH. In your Judgment, according to the information v/hich you have on tliis 
subject, what class of men comjjosed the bands that committed these outrages? 

^Instrcr. Well, sir ; 1 ha^ e no reason to Ix'liev*^ that there, were any that would bo 
])roi)erly called "bands'' in our county ; but there Neemed to be, and! believe on my 
informali»»n that there were, local oiganizalions ; and my im]>ression is that at firs't 
there wer(3 some substantial, good citizens in them ; l)ut like all other men who under- 
take to regulate society by moI)-law, tlu^ bcttei" class of men discov<'red that they could 
not control the bold and bad element associated with them, aiid they left the organi- 
zation in the. hands of turbulent, bad men v. ho, as was the ease Avith the Regulators in 
Texas, andthe A'igihince Committee in California, used it, or their inllueiice in it, for 
extremely bad i)nr])o.i.es. 

Question. So far as you know or have inhu-mation, did the modes of operation of these 
l)an(1s seem to be much {dike / Did tliey generally go out in considerable numbers, 
and in disguise, and in tln^ night time 

Answer. I cannot say that there was any general custom about it, because I have 
only hear of some four or live instances of the whole thing. 

(Juesliod As you have heard of these things, was the general descrij)tion of them 
mueh alike ? 

^tnsu-er. I never heard any descrii)tion of them except that they were disguised men 
wearing nuisks and cloaks. That is about all 1 have heard of them. 

(-^uvsHon, Against what class of persons vrere these evil doings generall}' directed? 
Aih^wer. Do you mean against jxtsous of what color ? 

(Juration. Vv'ere they generally directed against colored people, or white people? 

Answtr. I do not know that there was any distinction in that regard; so far as I have 
hear<l, ihey have been exercised on both black and white peo]»le. 

(Jne.Hiion. Did there seem to be any choice of i>olitical ])arties ? Did these men seem 
to do violence to men of one i)arty rather than the other ^ 

Answer. Well, sir, I think 1 have heard of more acts of violence being perpetrated 
by disguised men on colored men, or white rei)ublicans, than on any other class of 
l)eople. But these outrages have been committed indiscriminately by colored men 
on colored men, aud by colored men on white men. 

Question. Have not the latter classes of cases been very few and rare in comi)arison 
with the whole number ? 

Answer. No, sir; they have not been very few. 

Question. You said you heard of two instances ? 

Answer. I said I knew of two instances. 

Question. Have you heard of any more instances where men have gone out in dis- 
guise ? 

Answer. Oh no, sir ; not in disguise, but in bcKlies. 

Qucsilon. I am speaking of these bands of disguised men who seem by common par- 
lance to have got the name of Ku-Klux bands. 

25 
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Answer. My impression is that tliat word Ku-Klux" was a word invented for polit- 
ical purposes. It does not Ijelong, so far as I know, to any particular class of bad men, 
ljut is a word that is now used to signify the violation qf law by men in disguise. 

Question, If you have studied the derivation of that word at all, and know how 
it did originate, have you not understood that it is a term of designation which these 
bands themselves have adopted ? 

Answer. I never heard of such a thing in my life. I thought, and I still think, it is 
a word which has sprung up and has been a term of reproach attempted to be fastened 
by one party ou another or a portion of another party. 

Question. V>o you mean to say that you think it is a sort of nickname which the 
republicans have got up to cast odium on the democrats ? 

Answer. I do. That is my belief. 

Question. You do not believe that all these repeated instances of outrage by this class 
of men are an invention ? 

Ansiver. I believe there have been a good many instances of a very great outrage. 

Question. In the case of these outrages committed by these bands of men in disguise 
in different portions of the State, have not their threats of mischief, so far as you have 
heard, been generally directed against republicans, either white or Colored ? 

Answer. I have already answered that the majority of outrages, so far as I know, in 
my particular section of country, were perpetrated against black and white repuljli- 
cans. 

Question. How do you account for that ? Have you any theory about it ? 

Ansiver. I account for it from the fact that the white men of any community are 
generally bolder men than the colored race, and that a bhd set of white men would bo 
more likely to do that sort of violence than a bad set of black men, though they would 
both, no doubt, be inclined to engage in the same business. It is the difference in the 
boldness of the races. 

Question. Do you think that these things have been designed to affect the vote of 
the colored people in your State ? 

Answer. I do not think that they have had any such purpose whatever. I believe 
they are the manifestations of a bad system carried on by bad men for the purpose of 
punishing what they call crimes. 

Question. In a great many instances, have not these acts of violence been done 
against people who were not charged with any crime ? 

Answer. I do not remember any such case. I do not remember an instance in which 
there was not some charge, real or pretended. 

Question. Your idea tiien is that these proceedings are a mode those men have 
adopted to take into their own hands the punishment of somebody who ought to be 
punished for something ? 

Ansiver. I have no doubt that it is just the same sort of an idea as that upon which 
the Regulators in Texas and the Vigilance Committee in California acted. It is an 
undertaking to administer the law by a mob. 

Question. Have you heard of any instances where life has been taken by these dis- 
guised men ? 

Ansiver. Several — quite a number. I can name them, if you desire it. The fjicts 
have not come within my own knowledge ; but I have information on which I rely. 

Question. State the instances that you remember with the particulars of each case. 

Answer. There were, as I remember, five men — one white man and four negroes — 
killed by a mob in the neighborhood of Cross Plains or Pay tona, on the Selma, Rome 
and Dalton Railroad. I do not remember the names of the colored men ; the white 
man was named Luke. 

Question. About what time was that ? 

Answer. I cannot state the time with accuracy ; but it was in 1869 or 1870. 
Question. State substantially what you understand to have been the facts of that 
case. 

Answer. I have heard that there was some firing on a congregration of people going 
out of church one night, and that some colored men, charged with having something 
to do with it, were arrested by the ofiicers and put in the hands of the sheriff*; and this 
man, Luke, was charged with teaching that style of conduct to people where he lived. 
I am inclined to think that Luke was also in charge of the sheriff ou some allegation 
or other. These men were taken by the mob and hung ; they were taken by force 
from the sheriff in the night-time. 

Question. By a band of men in disguise? 

Ansiva\ Yes, sir ; by a numbert)f men in disguise. 

Question. Did yon understand in whose employment the white man was ? 
Answer. I have understood he was in the employment of the Selma, Rome and Dal- 
ton Railroad, and was teaching school at or near Paytona. 
Question. A colored school? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is that the substance of the case ? 
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JfifiU'cr. Tiiai is the general outline of what I have heard in refereuee to it. 
(^hi(f<ilon. State another instance. 

Ansico: You desire, as I understand, that I shall speak only of killings ])y disguised 
men / - » 

(Ju(>>t(o)i. Yes, sir. 

Answo'. There was a killing, as ] am informed, of a young man named Boyd, at 
ICntaw, in (rreene County, xUabania. hy a body of disguised men. 
^'«/('s/io//. He was the solicitor of (ire«'ue County / 

.hi.sircr. Yes, sir; I think he was the county solicitor. I have been informed that 
(juite a number of ])ersons galloped r.p to the hotel where he was boarding, and a por- 
tion of them dismounted, went into llic room Avhere lie was, took him oiit, and nuir- 
(lend him in a ^ cry Inutal uiann<'r. 

(jHi.^-tio)!. AVith wliat did you understand I'oyd was charged? 

J)isin}\ I do not know what his killing was for. 1 have been informed that he was 
the county solicitor, and that he was engaged in prosecuting sounMuen for eommittino- 
some Ik iuous nflcnses ; that he hiul nnule tlireats about what he would do and boasts 
of his 1)( ing abb' to convict certain i)artics ; I do not know that they were ever named. 

(Jucslio)!. Did yon hear it cliarged tliat ^Ir. IJoyd had done anything except what 
was his duty as an oliiccr of the law, t<» pn^sccule ix'ojjle who luul been guilty of crime? 

.lufuro'. (), yes, sir. I have heard that he was a man wlu^ sold the adininistratiou 
of the hiw. as nuiny (ithers do there. Tliey let a man off when Ik^ will ])ay for it, and 
]M(>seeu(e him for \ engeance when they are di>>i)osed to do so. 

(JiK-slion. That is a new f<*ature in that (;ase. 

Jiisico-. I do not know anything about tlie case except what I hear of ir. Mr. Boyd, 
according to reputation, was a very l)old, vindictive man. 

(Jiu.sl((»i. Do you nu nn to have us iniderstand that, according to what you have 
h( ard, he was killed on account ot' misconduct in olhci' t 

^\iis(i\r. (>. no, sir; 1 d«) not mean that. I nn-an to say that in my opinion Mr. 
Boyd was killed in order to gratify the malice^ of his enemies, and to prevent the pros- 
( cntion of indiN'iduals. 

(Jmsiiou. To jui vent the bringing of other unlawful acts to punishment? 

.lustro: Yes, sir. I thiid^ from wliat I have heard that in all i)robability the motives 
- Avere eondtined — that the object was both to gratify malice and to prevent prosecu- 
tions, 

(^hl<sl'lon. He was i>roseeuting some num for acts of this same character, and prosecu- 
ting ilieni vig(U()u.sly and zealously. Did you liear any more than that, unless it was 
that he %\ a.s so indiscreet as to talk about his purposes with reference to the euforcc- 
nu'ut of the law 

J},sK-vi\ 1 have heard genei-ally that he was in-oseeuting certain i)arties witli a great 
deal of zenl and a gr(^at deal of bitterness. 

(JiU'stioiK Parties who were charged with unlawful acts ? 

Ju.sn-vr. Yes, sii"; charged with very heinous crimes. 

(jiKslion. If you have stated the substance of that case, state another. 

Anstrn: I do not remember any other special feature connected with that case. I 
have heard persons, in s])eaking of it, comn^ct Mr. IJoyd with a killing many years ago. 
i dn not kni)w of any connection which that has with his assassination, though I have 
heard it mentioned as a i)robable cause. I have never been able to see any connection 
myself. 1 reside at some distance — fifty miles or more — from the scene of that oceur- 
] ♦'ne(\ 

(jiK lotion, 'lliesc bands of disguiscnl men, on a great many occasions, whipped or beat, 
or otherwise maltreated i)ersons without killing them. Is not that class of cases much 
more numerous than cases of killing f 

^In-sirvr. No, sir ; so far as my knowledge goes, it is not. I know of but few cases of 
either sort wiiere the acts were done by disguised men. 

(JucstiotL 1 understand you to think that in all these cases the violence grew out of 
souR^ personal resentment, or it was committed with a view to punish, by mob-law, 
somebody who was charged with some oHense f 

Jw.sN-er. Yes, sir; or to gratify ihv uudice of the particular individuals engaged in it. 

(Jiu.^tiou. Have these transactions by bodies of disguised men grown at all out of the 
feeling of dissatisliiction with the goverinnent of your State? 

J))sir('r. 1 suppose that has had something to do with them, or rather that these 
wrongs which have l)een indicted on the people of our section have be(m made a ju'c- 
text ibr the acts of bad men in administering, or attempting to administer, punish- 
ment. I suppose that has be<ui to some extent a prett^xt. 

nucHiiou. Do you think that that was the real pin-pose or motive, or Avas it merely 
idleged as an excuse to cover up sonn^thing else? 

J//.s/rcr. I think it was a mere excuse — a nuu'o subterfuge. 

(JiicsiioH. You do not think that, in point of fact, any of those things were the occa- 
sion of these lawless acts ? 

Aii.sim: No, sir; I do not think they were the occasion ; I think that probably they 
aggiavatcd them by giving this pretence. 
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Question, They alleged as an excuse something which they thought the white peo- 
ple would generally accept ? 

Answer, It was an attempt on their part, so far as I know, to get the countenance of 
the better class of people to such acts of outrage. In other Avonls, it was a cloak. 

Question. Do you think that, in consequence of this pretext being set up, these acts 
of violence have been looked upon with any more favor, or that there has been any less 
disposition to prosecute them, and bring them to trial and punishment? 

Answer. I do not believe it. I believe an honest citizen will discharge his duty with- 
out any regard to such things. 

Question. As a general thing, have the acts done by these bands of men been punished 
in any way ? 

Answer. So far as I know, I do not remember a case J but my belief is, that the rea- 
son they have not been punished is because they could not be detected. 
Question. Because the men went in disguise ? 

Ansicei', Not only because they went in disguise, but that they took such precautions 
as other criminals do to avoid detection. 

Question. Do you not think that the failure to prosecute this class of oifenses has been 
to a considerable extent on account of the fear that this very organization created in 
the community, so that men did not endeavor to bring the offenders to punishment for 
fear of incurring the displeasure, and perhaps the violence of this class of men ? 

Answer. I do not so judge. I believe that the men who commit these outrages w^ould 
be punished, with absolute certainty, if they could be discovered, and that it would bo 
done as effectually as it could be done to-day in Vermont. 

Question. Do you think there has been as much vigilant endeavor on the part of re- 
spectable people of your State to ferret out and punish this class of offenses as ordinary 
crime ? 

Answer. I think so. X will say, however, that our officers who conduct the adminis- 
tration of the law are to some' degree separated from the white people, as a general 
thing, and it may be that there is not that kind of intercourse between the citizens 
and the officers that there ought to be. When a man is known to sell public justice to 
who ever pays the most for it, citizens desiring to have the law enforced will be slow 
to go to him for that x)urpose ; and there are instances in our State (and they are not 
at all unfrequent) where that sort of thing has been done. It may be that citizens 
have been, to some extent, remiss on that point ; but so far as regards a desire to pun- 
ish these criminals, I have no doubt that it exists. 

Question. When you speak of "selling public justice,^' do you mean, the charge to 
apply to prosecuting officers, solicitors, &c. ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; those are the men who mainly conduct that business. 

Question, Do you intend your observation to apply to that class of officers ? 

Answer, Yes, sir, that is what I mean. 

Question. Are you willing to give us the names of any of them ? 

Answer, I can state them if it is desired. You can get the names from the records 
down there — from indictments for the very thing itself. 

Question, Have some of them been indicted for corrupt practices in office ? 
Answer, O, yes, sir ; some of them have been indicted. 
Question, And tried and convicted ? 

Answer, I do not remember any instance where a man has been convicted ? 

Question. Then you mean that there are allegations of that character against them ? • 

Answer. There are indictments — quite a number — indictments found by a grand jury.^ 

Question. In any cases of that class, have you yourself any personal knowledge in 
reference to the facts ? 

AnsiCer, Oh, yes, sir ; I have personal knowledge of some of them ; I do not know of 
the bribe being ^iven ; but I have that sort of personal knowledge that a practicing 
lawyer engaged in a court and familiar with the causes has, when he sees great criminals 
go out of court without punishment, by the consent of the solicitor. That sort of know- . 
ledge I have — a large amount of it, ^ 

Question, To what particular officer do you refer in that connection ? 

Answer, Well, sir, the solicitor of my county. 

Question. What is his name ? 

Answer. Do you desire that I shall state it? I am perfectly willing to do so. 
Question. State it. 
Answer. Jasper N. Haney. 

Question, We have no desire to cover up the rascality of anybody. 

Answer. I have no desire to cover it up ; but I did not wish to make public here^ in a 
place where it will be printed, the particular offenses of individuals who have not been 
convicted. 

Question. I intended to have you understand that if you felt, yourself, any delicicy 
about it, I would not press the inquiry. So far as my own feeling and desire are con- 
cerned, I want every rascal of every party as publicly and generally known as possible. 

Answer. Yes, sir; and if we had the law administered by you in that spirit in Ala- 
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banm, there would be no such thing there as these disorders. The bad men of both 
parties would be brought to trial. 

Question. I wish to put an inquiry to you in reference to the Alabama election law. 
I?y your law every man when he registers has to swear to all the particulars of his 
(^ualili cations as a voter ? 

^tnxwcr. Yes, sir; that is the registration oath, as we call it. 

()i{c.stioit. And if he swears falsely, he is liable to be punished the same as for any 
other perjury ? 

Jusiver. Yes, sir ; of course he is liable to punishment for perjury. 

(Question. I have had some controversy with some members of the Alabama bar in 
reference to that law. 8ome of them have testified that a man was just as liable to be 
punished for challenging a person not a voter as for challenging one properly qualified. 

Aii'^iver. I say the letter of the law is against the challenge in any shape, and that if 
tli(^ uuin challenged happens to be a voter, the penalty will certainly be incurred. But 
if he does not hajqxMi to b(* a voter, in my oi)inion, a judge acquainted with the correct 
rules for interpreting statutes would not have him convicted. 

Question. 1 am very glad to find one Alabama lawyer agreeing with me. We have 
l)e( n told by some gentlemen of the bar from your State, that where a man has voted 
once and oilers to vote again, a man objecting to his voting a second time at that elec- 
ti(»n will be liable to be ])nnislied under that iaw. 

Answer. Well, sir, that is the letter of the law, and I think it is the spirit, too, if the 
])erson challenging hap])(^ns to make a mistake and the man has not voted before. 

(Jiijstion, I>ut if the man has already voted once he has exercised his right to the full 
extent to which he is entitled by the law 

Answer. Yes, sir. ]My oi)inion of the law is that if a man is not a voter or not entitled 
t'.> vot(\ the i)erso)i challenging him could not, by a pro])er construction, be convicted;, 
but if the man who makes the challenge makes a mistake, however honestly and 
fairly — if the man whom he ])«'lieve8 not entitled to vote is really qualified 

(Jnesiion. Yon think he cliallenges at his jx'ril ? 

^tn-swer. He does, undoubtedly, in my opinion. 

15y Mr. Blaik : 

Question. ►Suppose a challenge is otl'(M'ed, will not the judges of election rule that the 
challenge vshall not be received / 

Answer. It has always been the practice, so fiir as I have known, not to challenge, 
except in one ])articuiai" instance. I have known a great maiiy votes to l)e taken in 
where th<' judges knew that the men voting were not qualitied ; audi Ixdieve it was 
done honestly, in many instanc<'S, under the l)elief that the officers of the election were 
bound to take the votes because the men were registered; and 1 do not know of any 
machiuiMT of the law ])y which they can try that question. 

By tlic CuAimiAX, (Mr. Poland:) 
Qne.^tion. Except to contest the election ? 
^■Inswer. 1 mean, try the question of a man's right to vote. 
Question. At the polls ? 
^iusu-er. At the polls or otherwise. 

Question. I think that is the true construction of your law ; that it did not intend 
that any man r(\gularly registere<l should l)e prevented from voting. They rely upon 
punishing him for false swearing in the registration, and leave the candidate to his 
remedv bv a contest ? 

Answcrl The law opens a very wide field for frauds in elections and takes away 
almost every one of the safeguards except the oath of the voter. 

Question. Those gentlemen from your State who have thought that the election offi- 
cers or anybody else would not l)e entitled to ]>revent a man from voting twice have, 
in your opinion, given the law too sweeping a construction ? 

Answer. \Yell. 1 do not know of any means by which such a thing can be prevented 
except at the same poll ; ])ecause that is the oidy place at which any information can 
be had by the managers as to the lact that the person has already voted. I presume 
that if a nian should olfer to vote a second time at the same poll, the managers would 
of course, if thev knew it, have aright to reject his vote. 

Question. The'managers at another ])oll would have just the same right ? 

Answer. I think not ; because how can they gc^t the information ? 

Question. I mean if thev had the informati(m / 

Answer. But they have-not got it; and the law provides no means by which they 
can get it. 

Uv. Blair. You are not allowed to challenge and assert the fact that a man has 
alreadv voted. 

^Iv. Poland. I do not think the prohibition of a challenge extends to that case. 
Anm-er. I do not think it does; but still that is the practical working of the law. 
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By Mr. Beck : 

Quesfion, What would be the effect upon your people, as regards the restoration of 
good feelin<;, if a general amnesty should be granted for all political offenses ? 

Answer. 1 believe that such a measure ^vonld tend to restore good feeling on the 
part of the people of the South toward those who have charge of the Government 
there. I believe it is absolutely impossible for the Government of the United States to 
have us at the South good citizens without our full restoration to equality before the 
law, with the whole people of the country, except so far as there may be punishment 
for crimes of which parties are duly convicted. We never will willingly submit to 
degradation; and this is a source of constant irritation. I will say furthermore, that 
as a general rule the people in the South, (when I say the people I speak of the white 
jieople, because it has been the custom so to speak,) will submit to the Government of 
the United States, and they have no idea, so far as I have ever heard, of questioning 
its authority in any other way than by votes or in the courts. But they consider them- 
selves as wronged in a manner directly contrary to the spirit of the Government by 
being punished without ever having been convicted of any crime ; and many of us are 
jinnished really without having been guilty of any crime in the estimation of 
the men who i)unish us. We are deprived of the privilege of selecting for ourselves 
such rulers as we would like to choose ; and in that way we are punished. I do not 
think that individual acts of amnesty do any good. I believe they are really an in- 
jury to our people. The evil of which we complain is not the fact that any particular 
man is deprived of any rights ; it is the degradation attempted to be fastened upon us 
by saying that we have not the same civil or political rights as people in other sections 
of the country. 

Question. I believe you illustrated the idea a while ago by saying that you complain 
of the local degradation attached to you as citizens of Alabama, and which the same 
individuals would not suffer if residing in the State of Vermont, for instance. Is that 
the idea ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. In other words, you complain of a degradation being attached to the very 
fact of residing in the State of Alabama \ 

Ansicer. Yes, sir, and to citizenship there. We feel that we have been guilty of no 
crime ; and that if we have been guilty of crime the general spirit of the Constitution 
of the United States and of this Government is that no human being has any right to 
punish that crime except through a conviction in a court of justice. We beiieve that 
that is not only a principle of justice, but a correct principle of law. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Is not that the very language of the Constitution ? 

Aimcer. Well, you know the Constitution imposes this punishment; and in that wajf 
men quibble out of this great wrong. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. Have not your i^eople been greatly irritated by individuals — officers of the 
Freedmen's Bureau and men known as carpet-baggers "—coming down there and obtain- 
ing authority over you, not for the benefit of the United States, but to put money iij 
their own pockets, and assuming that the Government was backing them and author- 
izing them to oppress you for their individual benefit ? 

Answer. I Lave no doubt that that class of men have done us a great injury, not 
only by the direct wrongs they have intiicted (m us, but also as having been the' occa- 
sion of our displays of undignified temper. I would like to refer to one very great mis- 
apprehension in reference to the situation of a man coming to Alabama from another 
section of the country. 

Question. Give us your view on that subject. ; 

Answe)'. Individuals come to Alabama — some of them honest men and well esteemed 
where they came from ; others of a very different character ; a large proportion of 
them, so far as I have had any personal knowledge or information, of the latter class ; 
neither of them, however, showing to the community in which they settle any indica- 
tion or evidence of their standing among their neighbors at home; and although a man 
may conduct himself, for the time he is there, fairly and honestly and uprightly, no 
man in the community knows by any correct information who he is; and he is not 
received into society. This has been made a great charge against us, though I have 
never seen any regulated society on earth that would receive any man into it unless he 
showed in some way that he was considered an honest man at hoiiie. It has been 
assumed, so far as our social treatment of strangers and immigrants has been concerned, 
that tho fact of a man belonging to the conquering element ought to be a sufficient 
voucher for his character; and such men have nor thought it necessary, as a general 
thing, to produce any other voucher in the new home that they have selected for them- 
selves. Where a man has come to our country and conducted himself with propriety, 
and Lassbown to the peo^de by any evidence worthy of credence that he was an honest 
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citizen where lie came from, he lias l)eeii received, so far as I know, with a certain 
<le<;ree of hos]>itality. It has not been as cordial as it would he toward one coming 
from another direction ; hut it has certainly been respectful, courteous, and kind, 
wh<'ther the man was a rexmblican or a democrat. I know numbers of gentlemen who 
have come down there and held ollice — high office. They were gentlemen at home and 
they made it known there; and although they were decided republicans, they were 
received in society almost as well as any of our citizens. We do not discountenance a 
man merely because he is a republican ; but there is a prejudice against that class of 
pcojde eonnng there, because of the numerous vicious men who have settled among us, 
and oi)]U'essed us under tin; forms of law. I could name several distinguished repub- 
lican gentleuK'n residing in Ahibama, who were gentlemen at home, and are recognized 
and treated as genth incH there — honest, direct men, attending to their owni business, 
discharging their ohicial duti(\s, and not ]>rostituting their i)laees for the purpose of 
manufacturing jMilitical capiral, as is done in nund>ers of other instances. 

l>y yir. Pool : 
(Juisfion. Were you in the confe(h'rate army ? 
Ausivry. Yes. sir; t was. 
(Ju(slio}f. What i>osiri<ui did you hold f 

J//.s7(Yr. I went into the confederate army as a major of infantry, and I became a 
brigadier general. 

(Jacxtion. Yon are yourself under disjibilities ? 

.■i}tf<ircr. Yes, sir : I am uiuhu- disa])ility as a former solicitor and jndgc. 
(Jmsiio)!. If you were residing in Vermont, you would be under the same disabilities, 
wonld you not ! 

J/^s<^^•. Yes, sir; so far as I am individually concerned, I Avould. 

(JtKsfion. What is it that the i)eoi)le of Alabama complain of as a local discrimina- 
tion which would not attach to them in another part of the l^niou f 

^i)ii<u ('V. The l(u-al government of the State of Alabama is im])0sed on the people of 
thai i>articular locality without their consent. They have never consented, either to 
the lorm of govcrnuK'nt, or to the s<dection of those who hold the offices. In other 
w(u-ds. our government has been manufactured by F<Mleral authority and without the 
consent of l he ])eople. 

(JufxHon. You eo!isi(ler that as the great s()ure<' of irritation ! 

Jiisurr. I ), no: I did not say that. 1 said that was one of the causes. The great 
source of irritation is tin' degradation attempted to be heaped upon our peoxde by the 
authority of the ( ioveinuK'nt. 

Qiif'stio)i. Yow mean in that way ? 

An.Hicn'. No, I do not mean in that way alone. 

(Jnc^tion. In what other ways f 

Aufiinr. There i»re in the State of Alal)ama, in my opinion, as many as live thousand, 
probably ten thousand men who have no right to hold any otHce, State or Federal, in 
the liiited States. We consid(M- that as simply an act of tyranny contrary to the con- 
tract nuide on the part of the (iovernuKiut of the United States, and that it is done in 
wantonness -and withont any purpose otlier than to maintain that sort of excitement 
w liich exists in the Northern States, i'ov the i)nrpose of enabling one ^wticular i^olitical 
party to control the (lovennnent. This is our l)elief. 

{hu'stiofi. You w(uild not have it understood that these five or ten thousand gentle- 
men w ho are discpialitied to hold oflice are the i)eople who are guilty of these outrages 
committed by men in disguised 

Au>^icn\ 1 nev( r said anything of the sort. But I am satisfied that the men who arc 
disfjualitied, if thev had not Ix^en disqualified, and if they could have had the control 
of the governlnent^>f Alabama, as they would have had in any fair political transac- 
tion, would have contrived a machinery by which those things would have become 
impossible: Ix-cause they are not only honorable men, but they are men wdio are 
anxious to ])reserve a spotless re])ntation ; th<^y not only do not want to be guilty of 
crime, but tlu'v do not want to be suspected: they desire that there shall be no cause 
of suspicion of their being ouiltv of such outrages. I think if the brain of the State 
had been allowed to ( (uitrol it, '(and when I say ''brain" I mean these men who are 
jiccustomed to control.) those disorders would have been very greatly mitigated, not 
becaus(? those men encourage them, but l)ecause the State is now deprived of their ser- 
\ic<'s in tlie administration of tiie law. 

(JncHtivn. How eonid those men, if they had the power, detect the nuui wdio commit 
crimes in disguise, ;;ny more than the men can who now have charge of athiirs? 

Afh^tro'. It is not for me to sav how it could be done; but a lirm officer, with the 
means of ( iiactini'- laws and i)roviding legal machinery, conducted in all its details by 
men experienced in >,uch business, ought to ho. abh; so to provide that some of them 
wonld ho caught and punished, and there1)y others deterred. That these crimes could 
V)e nrev(^nted eiitirelv, I do not l)elieve. 

(Jtc:^!}^!,/. You are not nuiWr the im]n<'ssion, then, that, as the government at pip^ent 
exists i-i Ahibama. life ar.d prop(Hty are entindy safe ? • 
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Answer. Of course -they are not entirely safe. I do not consider tbera entirely safe in 
any x>art of the United States. 

Question. Do you consider them as safe in Alabama as they are in other parts of the 
country ? 

Ansicer. I do ; I think they are probably safer than in many other parts of the 
country. 

Question. Safer than in some of the Northern States ? 
Answa'. I think so. 

Question. Then, vrhat good Tvould it do to let those gentlemen now disfranchised take 
charge of affairs, if life and property are already as safe in that State as they are else- 
Nvhere ? 

Answer. It would remove a disgrace. I was going to use too strong an expression ; 
I must moderate it. 

Question. I meant to ask what good it woidd do in enforcing the law and protecting 
life and property ? 
Answer. It would do good. 
Question. How ? 

Answer. The order which I speak of as prevailing there is the order of a community 
who have upon them the necessity of individual jDrotectiou — the necessity of taking 
care of their property in looking after these things. The administration of the law in 
the courts is passably well conducted, except in reference to selling the administration 
of the criminal law. That is one of the vices which I have seen there. It is a vice 
which I understand prevails to a very great extent in other places — possibly in this 
city and in other cities. 

Question. How many instances of that have you known in Alabama ? 

Answer. How raanj' instances have I known f 

Question. Or in reference to how many have you such information as you rely upon ? 
Answer. Well, I think in six, or eight, or ten counties. It is not an unusual thing ; 
it is common. 

Question. Do those outrages, commonly denominated Ku-Klux outrages, exist more 
extensively in those i^articular counties than elsewhere in the State ? 

Ansicer. I cannot say that they do. Ku-Klux" is a name given to offenses of every 
kind committed in secret. 

Question. By persons in d.isguise ? 

Answer. Whether they are disguised or not ; that makes no difference ; and it makes 
no difference whether the offense is committed by a negro or a white man, by a demo- 
crat on a republican, or by a republican on a democrat. 

Question. My question was, whether those outrages are more frequent in the counties 
where you say justice is sold, than in others. 

Ansicer. I do not thiuk that they are. 

Question. You are not able, then, to perceive that this selling of justice, in some five 
or six counties, has had anything to do in making these outrages worse or more Ire- 
quent ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I am inclined to think that it may have been another pretext for 
these outrages. People might say, " If the offenders were carried to court the solicitor 
would let them off"." That may have been another ]3retext ; but I do not know that in 
the i)articular localities where these offenses have been committed, justice is more trifled 
with than in other places. What I mean hy the safety of life and property in Ala^ 
bama grows out of the firm will of the peoide to have the law administered, in contra- 
distinction to any special vigor of the courts or the officers in carrj^ug it out. 

Question. Have you ever heard of bands of disguised men in other States committing 
offenses and not being detected ? ^ 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. To anj^ great extent ? I mean outside of the Southern States. 

Answer. Yes,*sir; O, yes. ^ 

Question. In what localities ? 

Answej'. Why, in Texas ; before the war it was a very common thing, and it was a 
terrible thing. It got so th«at a good man could scarcely live in certain sections of the 
country. 

Question. That was a wild disorderly country before the war ? 

Answer. No, sir; it was a very well-regulated community until this organization took 
place. 

Question. At what time did that organization take place in Texas ? 

Answer. Well, I do not recollect exactly ; but the time I am speaking of must have 
beeu about 184G or 1847. It was shortly after the admission of Texas into the Union. 

Question. You are a lawyer, and your reading has, of course, made you familiar with, 
the jurisprudence of Great Britain, from wliich we derive our jurisprudence. Have 
you ever heai d that within the last hundred years there have beeu in various coun- 
ties of Great Britain bands of men who, in disguise, committed scourgings and mur- 
ders, and whom the authorities were not able to detect ? 
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Ausiver. Great iniinl)ers of them. 
QiK'Stioih In England f 
Jnsurr. Yes, sir. 

Question, Have you ever lieard of tbem iu the Northern States of this country ? 

Ansu't r. I do not recollect now that class of otfeuses in any of the Northern States, 
except California, if that may be caUed one of the Northern States. In England, iu 
Indand. and in parts of Scotland 

Tiie CiiAiiJMAX, (Mr. Poland.) It seems to me that this line of examination is foreign 
to the pui-pose of onr intjuiry. 

Mr. Pool. I sup])Os<Ml tlie (jnestion was pointedly pertinent, and therefore I put it. 

Tlit^ Chairman, (Mr. Poland.) To go back one hundred years, and in(]nire into the 
condition of other civilized couimunities, seems to be making a comparison founded 
upon gcn<^ral histoi'ical knowledge ; and Congress, it seems to me, has not sent us out 
iil)on such an in<iuirv. 

^Ir. Pool. W(di, I will not press the (pu'stion. But my idea was, that if this state of 
atlairs is extraordinary and of recent (late, there must be some extraordinary cause, 
and I want«Ml to get at it. 

Tile Chaik^lvn, (Mr. J'oland.) I think the inquiry ought to ])e confined to the con- 
dition of things in the Southern States. Congress can make the historical comparison 
as well as tin' witness or we can. 

'Mr. Pool. I will not i)rcss the iiKjuiry. 

(Jtustioii. Did you ever know or hear of the Uni<)n Leagues of which you spoke going 
in (Hsguise and committing outrages ? 

^l)isir(r, 1 hnw not; )>ut 1 have heanl of members of them doing it. 
(jHtsfion. In how many instances 

Ausivrr. I liavetold you of tlu' one in North Alabama. I have heard of several others 
wlieie negroes have re])ort<'d that tliey were whi])])ed for voting the democratic ticket, 
and by oich'r of tiie League. I have heard of such tilings — nunil)ers of tliem. 1 do not 
know of any sncli fact within n»y own knowh'dge. 

(JiK'.st'u))). bo you Ivuow wln tlier ther«' have l)een any Leagues in Alabama since the 
presidential election 1 

Jti.^ircr. Ido not know that tliere have been any Leagues there since the presidential 
(lection; but I <lo know tiiat there ha\<' been large nuM'tings of a secret cliaracter in 
the same i)lac<'s where tlie Leagues were formerly liehl. I do not know of the existence 
of tiie Leagues exee])t as a matter of information. 1 he League was a tcrrihh' machine 
where 1 li\ cd, according to oni" und(U-standing of it. 

(^>n(xih)u. You s})ok<' of the whipping of negi o girls by a solicitor. Why did you think 
tliat that was for tlie ])nr])ose of manufacturing ])()litical capital f 

Answer. Lecause he was represented to be a lM>ld and ba«l fanatic, who was engaged 
in that sort of work. Tliat is why 1 attribut*; it to that cause. 

(Jucst'ton. Was he disguised ^ 

Answer. They say that he was. 

(Jnestion. Were any persons with him ? 

Ansn-rr. No one was with him. 

(juestion. Then he did this act as a single individual ? 
^UD'wer. A single individual. 

(jn(siion. Have you ever heard of these disguised organizations carrying on their 
operations l>y only one man '! 

A)}>^wcr. Yes, sir ; I have heanl of one case ; and it is one of the worst cases that I ever 
hear<l of I have no idea that there was any organization about it ; but the killing of 
Frank I>iggs, the negro who was connected' with the mail on the Selma and Meridian 
Kailroad— a man of good r-haracter, a man whom the white people trusted — Avas done 
by a man in disguise ; and it is generally believed that it was simply the act of a ter- 
rildy mean and nialicimis ])oy wliom this man had prosecuted. 

Qncstion. Was there any person acting in concert with hiinf 

Aniiwer. N(d)ody was seen ; and I have no idea in the world that there was any one 
connected with Inm. 

(Jnvsiion. Was it done in a crowd ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

(Jnestion. Had the boy a disguise on ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
(Jnestion. Did he escajx' ? 
Answer. He escaped. 

(Juestion. Did no man arrest him ? / • , 

Answer. No man could arrest him. He was on the wayside. It was at a place m the 
woods wliere tlui ears stopi)<'d fir a suiiply of wood. While the cars stopped there and 
w(M.ded. as I am informed, tliis man, Frank Diggs, was standing at his place somewhere 
about the mail-car. Some noise was made tliat attracted his attention. He stepped to 
the door just as the cars were moving otf, and a mafii stepped up in disguise within a 
few yards of him, shot him, and raii'off into the woods. That was about tlie whole ot 
that transaction. 
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Question. Did any one suppose that that was a crime committed by an organization f 
Answer, O, yes, sir ; it has been charged all over the country that it was a terrible 
" Ku-Ivlux outrage and I will say that for the purpose of making political capital it 
is the general habit to charge every such thing as a " Ku-Klux outrage." 

Question. Is it charged that it was done in pursuance of an order from an organiza- 
tion^ 

Answer. O, yes ; that is the general charge made in our section of the country by 
our enemies — men who desire to slander us and make us appear as mean as they can. 
An act like that — the act of a bad, malicious, vindictive boy committing a murder— is 
charged on the whole community by our enemies, and I think dimply for the purpose 
of making political cajiital ; for this very occurrence was charged in the newspapers of 
the town where I live as being the result of a combination of the community to 
deprive this man, Frank Diggs, of the office he held. 

Question. Was the boy ever arrested ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Has he ever been found out ? 

Answer. He has never been found out. The one whom we supposed to be the crimi- 
nal has never been seen since. That is another reason why we believe him to be the 
assassin. 

Question. He has left the community ? 

Anstrer. Yes, sir; he ran off. He has been searched for very diligently; and I have 
no doubt he has been indicted for the murder, though I do not know the fact. There 
is no means of knowing in my State, legally, whether an indictment hasbci'u found or 
not, until the party is arrested. The indictment is not a matter of record until the 
arrest of the party. 

Question. Of how many cases of outrage in the State of Alabama by men in disguise 
have you any reliable information ? Can you approximate to the number ? 
Answer. Well, sir, I should suppose twelve or tifteen. 
Question. Twelve or iifteen in the whole State 1 

Answer. Yes, sir, in the whole State, by various parties, white and black, all i)ut 
together. I am speaking of those I have any information about. 

Question. You mean those you have heard of from reliable sources ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; upon such statements as I would give credence to ordinarily. 

Question. Do you think that any act of the United States Government of which yovt 
have complained has any connection whatever with those twelve or fifteen cases f 

Answer. Well, sir, I would not like to take the responsibility of tracing them to any 
act of the United States. I think they are the result of a terrible war that has left iii 
society at the South a very bad element, and has thrown in upon us an equally vicious 
element as a governing power. , 

Question. Supposing the acts of the Government of the United States to have been 
so obnoxious to the i)eople there as you describe them to be, and that these bad ele- 
ments following the war existed in your midst, or came down among you, is not the 
result of only some fifteen of these acts of violence rather insignificant f 

Answer. I do not know that I understand the question. 

Question. Taking in view the legislation of which you complain so bitterly, and tho 
fact that after a protracted aud desperate war a crowd of lawless men was turned ' 
loose among you, and another crovvd of vicious men came down there, is it not rather > 
an insignificant result that there should be only some fifteen of these outrages in the 
whole State ? 

Answer. 1 have no idea but that there have been a great many more cases ; but I do 
not know anything of them. But it does appear marvelous that order has been i^re- 
scrved in my country as well as it has been. It has been preserved by force of the 
stern will of the public. It is preserved in certain neighborhoods by the will of ono, 
man. I am satisfied it has been preserved in my county by the will of the people, and^ 
not by tho law. My opinion is that law can never bo efficiently administered in any 
republican government except by the will of the people themselves. 

Question. When you speak of the people, do you mean the white people, or both col- 
ored and white ? 

Answer. I mean the governing people, no matter who they are, white or black. 
Question. Do not all the people of Alabama now vote ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they all have a right to vote. I mean to saj^ there is no distinc- 
tion. Every citizen of a certain sort and within defined limits has the right to vote — 
substantially every citizen over twenty-one years of age, and who has not been con- 
victed of certain crimes. 

Question. You mean that no man is disfranchised from the use of the ballot ? 

Answer. Except for crime; that was not so by the constitution of our State as 
originally framed, and as Congress forced it upon us. It is so, in my opinion, by tho 
will of the black people themselves; and the governing reason why it is so, is what I 
have stated. * 

Question. Did not your legislature at its very first session take advantage of the 
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pr(wisi()n of the constitution ^Mah allowed them to remove that disahilitv and 
remoA'e it ? " ' 

Av.9urr. Yes, sir; they removed it. 

f^Uicstion. At oiK'c f 

Ansircr. Yes, sir; at the demand of the re|niblican party, and it would, in mv 
(il)inion. he done to-morr(»w tlirou<;hout the United States, if the colored men in mv 
State had coiitnd 4)f the (juestioii. 

Quc^iioi}. Do you mean to say that the colored people of Alabama are in favor of 
•><:ijeral anujesty ? 

AuHU'vr. AVithout any doiiht in the Avorld. The reason why some men oppose it, is 
simply for their own individual ends. The member of Congress from my district is a 
cohu-ed nuui— a man of biaiiis .'ind will; and he is very decidedly in favor of the 
icnmval of disabiliti(^s, if h<' could liavo his way; and I'have no doubt he ^\\\ try to 
hav(^ it, because \m is a man of will. 

T)y tlie C'liAiiniAN, (Mr. Poland:) 

Qu(f<t'wn, He or soincbody els(» carried a majority of the House Avith him. 

Any<ivvi\ Yes, sir; we have Ikh'u lal)orin^- aud toiliuf^ so long under these troubles 
that I am afraid we are not so charitable as we (m«^ht to be, when action 8o decided in 
oue 1 b»us(* is so little repudcd in the otix r by members of the same political party. I 
aui afraid we are s(uiietimes not so thankful asAve ought to be for the favors Ave do'get. 

(Jiicsiio)}. Did the Avhite ]>e«t]>l(^ of Alabama, before the reconstruction policy of Con- 
gress went into elVcct there, allow tlie colored men to testify in the courts f I mean 
Avas it ihmo by tho State Ix'fore that tinu' f 

Ansici r. Yes, sir ; it Avas doiit* by tiie tirst legishiture which assembled after the AA'ar; 
tliat body aUoAved tlic cohncd jteople to testify in courts of justice in all cases in 
Avhich a c(dored man had any interest : but (he right Avas qualitied ; it Avas not giA^en 
in the miivei-sal form in wliich it is enjoyed by Avhite nnui. 

(Jne>^t}ot). What Avas the restriction ^ 

Avsiar. Tiieie Avas no restriction: tin's Avas an (Milargenient, and the enlargement 
was to the ext<'nt I speak of. \W the hiAV, as it <'xisted lietbre the Avar, aj negro A\'as not 
a conipeteut Avitness in a court of justice in any ease in Avhich In^ Avas to testify against 
a Avhite man. lie Avas received as a Avitness Avhere any man of his OAvn color Avas on 
trial. 

(Juf-^tlon. You iiH-an in a Stat<* case ? 

A)isu'(r. Of cours(s The slavt^s liad no civil suits in our courts then. The tirst legis- 
lature after the war ])rovided that in all cases in Avhich a negro AS'as a party it should 
be iH) (dejection to any Avitness that he Avas of mixed blood or a negro. In other AAwds, 
such persons were allowed to testify in cases in which black men bad any interest. 

(Ju(:sfw}i. \V(MX' they allowed to sit upon a jnry under any circimistanees ? 

Answer. It was not so ordered by the laAV. But they did sit upon the juries. 

(Juefftion. Ijcfore reconstruction / 

Aiifiiver. Yes, sir. They sat upon jnries by order of the military. 
(iuefifwH. Was that bcdbre reconstructio!i '? 
Ansi('(r. It is hard to knoAA^ where recotistruction began. 
(JiU'siion, Was it before the ])assage of the reconstruction acts? 
Answer, It Avas beibre that. 

(Jneniion. Did the Avhite jieople of Alabama, Avhen they had control of the State, allow 
negroes to sit on jtiries at all? 

A}im'(.r, They neAer did prior to the adoption of the present constitution of the 
State. 

(Juesfiou. If they had contr(d of the State uoav, do you suppose they would suffer 
negroes to sit on juries ? 

Answer. AVithout any dotibt in the Avorld, so far as I am advised. 

Question. Do you thitik that they Avould allow them to testify in the courts without 
restrictif)n / 

^Inswer. I have no doubt of it — Avithout atiy restriction Avhatever. 
Qne&tion. W<add they alloAv them to A'ote at the ballot-box ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; I think they vvonld alloAvthf^ui to vote. But th(^re Avould be a hard 
tight betAveen those in favor of uniA'crsal voting and those in favor of a qualilied suf- 
frage. 3Iy oi)inion is that there Avonld be an etfort to impose some restrictions, but that 
the impositi(ui of restrictions Avonld not ultimately be made; for this reason : It could 
not be made except by a general hiAV a])plying to all classes; and although I never 
Avas a politician, or engaged in any political Avork myself, 1 have observed politicians 
enough to knoAv that it tjikes a b\uu of very great nerve — more than Ave ordinarily 
hud in this country— to impose any property or educational qualification on Avhite 
voters; consequently, as the qnaliticatiou Avould have to apply to white voters as well 
as black, it Avould not, in all probability, l)e made. 

(^)ue8iion. Would they allow negroes to hold ofdce ? 

Ansicer. I have no doubt they would. 

Qnesrto}i, You think they Avonld ? 
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Answer. Yes, sir; I tliiuk they would allow them to hold such offices as they could 
get. 

Question. Theu what is the complaint of the people of Alahama in regard to the 
reconstruction policyof Congress as it is now in force ? 

Ansiver. That the government was imposed on us without our consent. 

Question. I am not speaking of the origin of the government. Leaving that out, 
what is the objection to it now ? 

Answer. Well, sir, we never leave that out. An American never can and never will 
leave out of view the fact that a government is imposed on him entirely without his 
consent, and that the officers under it are elected without his consent. 

Question. Then you do not comi)lain so much of the policy itself as of the manner 
in which it was i>ut upon you ? 

Answei'. The manner in which it was put upon us was the great thing, of course, so 
far as ou^ohjection is concerned. We think it was put upon us in utter defiance of any 
rule of law. We submitted to the military. We never questioned a military order at 
all ; and we never complained to any great extent. But we do not believe that under 
our form of government there is any human agency that can make a constitution for 
a State other than the people of the State. 

Question. Do you think that if that constitution were now withdrawn, and you were 
allowed to fix up matters for yourselves, the white people of the State would allow 
negroes to testify in the courts, to sit on juries, to vote at the ballot-box, and to hold 
office f 

Answer. Yes, sir; I believe all those privileges would be accorded to the negro ulti- 
mately. I have no idea that there will come a time during the present form of this 
Government in which there will be any restriction on suffrage in any part of the United 
States so far as it is now enjoyed. Republican governments never go backward into 
any conservative restrictions. They go forward sometimes into the wildest forms of 
democracy. 

Question. Then the manner in which this constitution was imposed uj)on you is the 
main cause of complaint? 
A nswer. I never said that. 
Question. It was one of the nlain causes ? 

Answer. I have said it was one of the causes, and a very considerable cause. 
Question. How long will it be before the people of Alabama will cease to complain of 
that? 

Answer. As at present existing, never. 

Question. I mean the manner in which the constitution was imposed ? 
Answer. Never. 

Question. Then there is no remedy for the evil effect which that act has, in your 
judgment, produced ? 

Answer. To some extent, there is a remedy. The only remedy I know, so far, is 
either to send officers there and force us to obedience, or to restore to the State its equal 
rights with the other States. The Constitution as it now exists is not the truth. • Wo 
are represented as a system of confederated equal States. It is not the truth in my part 
of the country. We are not equal, and we never shall be satisfied until we are equal. 

Question. That is, you are not equal because your constitution was imposed upon 
you without your consent ? 

Atiswer. Yes, sir; it was imposed upon us without our consent. Not only that, but 
we were deprived of the brain-power of the State in making our constitution. 

Question. What, in your opinion, would be the remedy for the evil produced by that 
state of feeling in Alabama ? How can this Government remedy it ? By submitting 
the constitution again ? 

Answer. O, no. We do not want to go back into anarchy. It has been represented 
that we are in favor of tearing up that constitution by the roots, upsetting our gov- 
ernment, and declaring everything null and void from the beginning. But outside of 
our 6ui>reme court, I have seen no itidications of that spirit of tearing up things by 
the roots. We wish to bo accorded the right to have a constitution modeled according 
to the will of the people, allowing the present constitution and government to stand 
just so long as the people do not choose to alter it — recognizing it and submitting to 
it, although \vo know, as a people, and know as lawyers, that it is not an enactment 
in any constitutional form. At least that is our opinion ; and I have never seen a law- 
yer in my life who would give an opinion to the contrary. I have seen politicians 
who would speak otherwise; but I have never heard any lawyer, North or South, who, 
giving his opinion as a lawyer, would say differently. 

Question. Your present constitution provides that the vote for governor, as well as 
perhaps some other State officers, may be canvassed as provided by law. When there 
was a controversy between Governor Smith and Governor Lindsay, the vote was 
counted by the legislature in violation of an injunction from some court? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; but I imagine that the chairman of this committee would smile at 
the idea of a court enjoining a legislature. It is a thing I have never read of in any 
law book. 
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Quc.sthu. Who are the jndgos of your supreme court "? 

AuKWir. Judge E. Wool^ev Peck-^^ 

Question. Was lie ever on the heueh hefore ? 

Ansn-er. Yes, sir ; he was on the bench before. lie is a iiiau of very decided learuino;, 
and of very high character. lie is an old and feeble man, but, as I believe, a man of 
earnest purpose to do right. lie is very bitter in some of his prejudices, btit is-au 
earnest, honest man. 

Que!iiio)i. lias he great knowledge of tlie law? 

Ansiver. He has had great knowledge of law, but he is now, I should suppose, some 
seventy years of age, and veiy feeble. 

(Jn(8iio)i. Was he on your supreme court before the war ? 
Anaiver. Xo, sir. 

(JueiiiioH. Was he on the bench at all before the war ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

()nt(itioH. Nanu> another judge of j^our supreme court 
AuHwer. Thomas M. Peters. 
(JiiestioiL \Vhat sort of a luan is he ? 

The CiiAimiAX, (.Mr. I^)Lani>.) What is the object of this line of examination ? 

Mr. Pool. My object is to come to the point with regard to this injunction which I 
understand was granted by -the supreme court, and I wish to inipiire afterward as to 
the reason why the legislature did not ])rovido for canvassing this vote. 

An.Hurr. The supreme court never granted the injunction. It was issued by a judge 
of the supreme ''ourt. 

QuchUou. Which judge? 

Ant<n'(r. Judge Saftbld. 

(Jnesilnu. I tliou^ht it was issued by the whole bench ? 

Ausirer. O, no, sir ; it never could have issued from the whole bench. 

By the CirAimiAX, (:Mr. Poland:) 
Qna^t'wn. It was issued by Judge Saftbld as chancellor ? 

AimviT. Well, all the judges exercise the chancery power of granting an injunction 
returnable in the clianccry court. 

(Juesfiou, Each judge is a chancellor? 

A)hs(rtr. Yes, sir; pro hac rice. That injunction was granted by a young man who 
is <m the supreme court bench — a man of good brain, who was a man of large fortune 
before the war. 

By Mr. Pool: 

Qiustlou. jJid not the (|uesti(m come before your supreme court at all ? 
AuHwir. It n<^ver did. 

QucsfUni. Can you tell why the legislature did not provide bylaw for the propel 
canvassing of that vote, so that both ])arties might be heard ? 

Atisu-er. The constitution i)rovide8 that in reference to certain ofHcers, including the 
governor, elections may be contested in such manner as is provided by law. The con- 
test is to be carried on in the legislature itself, in joint c(mvention ; and there is no 
nmnner necessary to be prescribed hy law, except mere rules. The contest could have 
been made just as well in the present shape of the law, as it ever could after Y)rovision 
had bec^n made by law. The application could have been made to the legislature ; the 
documents could have been submitted ; a joint convention could have been had, and 
rules could have Ix'cn prescribed. Nothing but rules have to be prescribed, because 
the legislature, in this matter, is supreme ; the joint convention of the legislature can 
make the law as they go on. It is the legislative body that is the judge. The objection 
that there Avas no form ])rescribed by law was simply an excuse for a thing that was 
attemi)ted to be done illegally. That is all. 

Qite-stwn. I understand that the supreme court judge who granted the injunction 
intended it to be t(^mporary, until the legislature could provide by law, as the consti- 
tution re<piired, for the canvassing of the vote. That is the suggestion which has 
been nuule here. 

Ausu-er. Well, sir, I don^t know what the judge meant ; I only know that he enjoined 
the legislature, or rather the president of the senate, from counting the votes ; and that 
was the excuse— that the legislature had not provided the rules by which the contest 
could be made when, in fact, the legislature was the court in which the contest was to 
be tried. I never saw any foundation for any such excuse, and I do not believe in law 
there is any foundation. I think that Congress^ when it has to try any such question, 
can make the rules by which to try it, unless provision has been made in the matter 
by superior authority. 

Question. Do you know whether there is, in the State of Alabama, any organization 
of men whose object is to resist the reconstruction policy of Congress, by influencing 
the votes especially of colored men at the ballot-box; that is, by nullifying by local 
violence the exercise of suffrage ? 

Answer. I do not believe any such society exists or ever did exist in that State. 

Question. Do yon know of any secret jiolitical organization in that State at all, other 
th<* tlu;n I'nion Eeague ? 
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Jnswer. I know of combinations of these men, of whom I ]iave already spoken ; I 
know it from information : and I have no donbt they exist ; bnt I do not believe they 
have any political purposes. I believe the Union League had for its main object a 
politicarpurpose, and that it was i)rostituted to worse purposes. 

Question. You do not believe tliere is any counter-organization of a i)olitical charac- 
ter in the State ? 

Answer. There is a political organization of the democrats. 

Question. I mean a secret political organization. 

Jnsiver. No, sir ; I have never heard of any such thing ; I do not believe any such 
thing ever existed. 

Qfuestiou. In any portion of the State of Alabama ? 
Answer. No, sir ; in no portion of the State. 

Question. You do not think that any outrage has been committed by men in disguise, 
for the purpose of influencing voters, or intimidating them, prior to an election? 
Answer. I do not believe it. 

Question. You do not believe that it has been done, in any instance, in your State ? 

Ansicer. No, sir. I believe that acts of violence have been perpetrated by men, for 
malicious purposes of their own, or for the purpose of executing Avhat they pretended 
was the law, on supposed criminals. 

Question. Does this character of violence of which we .are speaking produce any 
state of intimidation, which keeps men from voting, or makes them vote otherwise 
than they would desire to vote ? 

Answer. I have never seen or known any indications of it. The condition of things 
in West Alabama — the great falling ofl* of the vote there — was much spoken of by the 
republican press in our country, and also by the republican leaders. That was one 
of the grounds alleged, I think, in the bill which Governor Smith filed for this injunc- 
tion — that there had been that sort of intimidation ; but I never heard anything of it ; 
and I inquired particularly in reference to that matter. I have no doubt that that 
violence in Eutaw did have an effect ])oth w ays. It had an etfect to lose the democrats 
a portion of the negro vote ; and it also had an effect toward intimidating the negroes ; 
it must have had some such effect. I have no doubt it operated in both Avays. 

Question. The violence at Eutaw was by a mob ; there was no disguise about that ? 

Answer. No, sir; that was a mere mob on both sides; it was a mob hghting a mob. 

Question. You have no information of any terrorism or alarm on the part of the 
colored men in any portion of the State that would be calculated to deter them from 
exercising the elective franchise f 

Answer. I know great numbers of instances wliere colored men have been deterred 
by colored men. It is the common habit of the country for them to require men of 
their own color to vote witb them. 

Question. But yoi»know of no instance of a condition of intimidation and terrorism 
among the colored people on account of these disguised marauders ? 

Answer. 1 do not know of any such thing, and I do not believe it exists in any part 
of the State. I believe these bad combinations exist, but not for any such purpose. 
I have not seen any indication of it at all. 

Question. Is there among any class of the i^eople there a general dread of these com- 
binations? 

Answer. O, yes, sir. 

Question. Is that dread confined principally to the colored people ? ^ 
Answer. Yes, sir; it prevails iirincipally among the colored people. 
Question. Does that dread extend to democrats ? 

Answc}', Yes, sir. There have been a good many cases of men being " Ku-Kluxed," 
as wo call it, by the Ku-Klux. In other words, in all such organizations^ as the history 
of the world shows, bad men cannot carry on their purposes in combination without 
falling out among themselves. No doubt there are instances of that sort — of their com- , 
mitting all sorts of depredations on themselves. ^ 

Question. On each other ? 

Answer, 0, yes, sir; on each other. 

Question. Have you heard of any instance of that kind ? 

Answer. I have heard that that was the case in one or two instances in West Ala- 
bama — in Pickens and Sumter Counties. So far as the particular locality where I live 
is concerned, I am satisfied that there never was any secret organization of any kind 
since the war except the Loyal League. I mean any secret combination in the par- 
ticular locality. I am not speaking of the State now ; I am speaking of my county. I 
am satisfied that such secret combinations never existed there ; there never were any 
manifestations of it. 

QueMion. Did any individual ever admit to you, or intimate to you, so that you un- 
derstood it, that he was a member of any such organization? 

Answei'. Never in the world. I never heard a man intimate any such thing. 

Question. Do you believe that any good, respectable men — men of standing and of • 
reputation — men of substance — have belonged within the last twelve months to any 
such organization in your State ? 
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Answer. Well, sir, I cannot say. I never have known any one of them. I cannot 
draw the distinction in my mind. Whether they have lieen men of reputation or not, 
th(^y have heeu doino- very bad acts ; and for that reason I would hoi)e that no man 
of rei)utation was concerned : but. as to whether there wc^re or were not such men en- 
i;a<;('d in it, it would ix; a matter of the veriest conjecture if I should midertake to 
speak nj-on that point. 

(Jnc^tioH. Have there been any public meetings of the white citizens of that country 
to <len<)uu( e these acts so as to bring i)ublic odium to bear against them ? 

AnHK-cr. W(dl, sir, they have been dencmnecd in the meetings of the white people 
there. J do not rem(unl)er any meetings called si)ecially for that pur))ose. but I have 
seen them denounced in the very strongest terms by public acts and public meetings. 

(Jiic'iiioit. l>y resolutions ])assed ? 

^ttisu'cr. (), yes, sir; by rc'solntions i>assed. 

Quisiion. In what ])articular county f 

Aii.snrr. In Dallas County, I remember to have seen things of that sort. They did 
not call these men ])y the name of Ku-Klux, which you use here ; but they spoke of 
lawless acts connuitted l)y cond)inations of men, and they denounced them in the most 
mnneasured terms. 

(Jn(''<fioit. ])id they refer to these acts committed by disguised men? 

^In^trcr. They did not refer to those s})ecially, because, when men commit these terri- 
ble acts <tf outrag<', we cannot see tli<^ distinction as to wheth(?r tlu y are disguised or 
nol. I do not see any distinction upon that grouud in tht^ nature or the danger of the 
cvim<\ 

(Jnt'.sfion, Are not crimes more dangerous when committed by an organization in cVls- 
gnise than when doni^ by a singh' individual not disguised ? 

^lihsirvr. O, yes ; but where men combine together to connnit these great outrages, I 
do not know that the nieiu^ disguise does any harm. 

Oucstioti. l)o<-s not th(^ disguise enable them to evade the law? 

^lU'Sii'cr. II helps tin in to do it ; but they can and do provid(u>ther means of doing it. 
Tliey commit gri'at crimes, and escajx' i>unishment by condjination. The i>eople of 
Alal>ama, except this bad element, luc just a^i much opposed to I'eal criminals — to the 
men who have committed these very ofiens(\s of which we are vspeaking, whether they 
be white jx'ople or black— as any other connininity on earth. Of course, the men 
1heniseh (\s do not want to b(^ punished. 

(Jneniioii. What course have the news]K;])ers in your State pursued in regard to these 
nnitters ? Have any class ot newspapers ottered any suggestions in palliation of these 
outrages? 

^lusim-. Yes, sir ; some newspap<'rs have ottered suggestions in palliation. 
(Jai;s!io]i. What were those suggestions 

AihsH'vr. They gave various excuses. When one of these terrible outrages has been 
connuitt»Ml, I have seen a sort of ]>alliation given on the ground of some offense that 
the victim was sn])]K)sed to have connuitted. For instance, I remember to have seen a 
report of a man l)cing hanged who had connnitted a rape ; and the enormity of the 
was ])ara<led as vSouk^ extenuation for hanging him. 

(^>Hcs{io)i. Have any other palliations l)een given, or have there ])een ]>alliations inany 
other cases than that ! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qiu'sfion. L>y the public press ? 

Answer. 1 am satisfied it has ]>een done by some newspapers. 

(^)nesi}on. State the character ef the palliating circumstances brought forward or 
alleg(Ml. 

Aitswer. Tlu'y have been of the sort I have named^ whenever I have seen any pallia- 
tion at all. 1 have seen a great many articles denouncing these things as being with- 
out the i>ossibiiity of palliation, even if the facts alleged as excuses did exist. 

Quesiion. But you have seen in some cases palliations in new^sx)apers ? 

AnswiT. O, yes, certainly I have. 

Questlo)t. You mentioned, as one of the palliating circumstances which had been 
given, the fact that a crime was alleged to have been committed by the individual upon 
whom the outrage was peri)etrated ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Can you name any other palliation which has been offered. 
Answer. I do not remember now any other. 

Question. Did you ever see it urged in newspapers as a i^alliation that there were 
Leagues in existence i 

Answer. I never heard that given as an excuse for any such crime. 

Question. Did you over hear mentioned, in any such connection as implied it was 
intended as a palliation, the fact that there was corruption in your State government, 
or that your county ofticcrs were not what they should be ? 

Answer. 1 have seen such an attempt at justilication or palliation— a suggestion that 
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if the alleged criminals had been brought before the courts they would have been 
allowed to escape. 

Question. Have you ever heard any action of the United States Government since the 
war urged as a palliation ? 
Answo'. I don't think I ever did. 

Question. What is the politics of the papers that generally urge these palliations? 
J H5«vr. They are of both politics. 
Question. Do they represent both parties ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; my experience is that with some exceptions the papers on both 
sides excuse the crimes committed or supposed to have been committed by their mem- 
bers Avhenever they can have any political efiect, whether the papers be democratic or 
republican. There are a considerable number of exceptions to that rule, but that is 
the general rule. Where a fact will tend to damage the party the party newspapers do 
not want it to go out without some excuse. That applies generally, so far as I know, 
to mere political organizations. There are, however, editors, and I hope a considerable 
number of them, who elevate themselves above such things. 

By Mr. Coburn : 

Question. You said something about the people in your State being degraded and 
treated as inferiors. How should they have been treated, in your opinion ? What 
treatment would have satisfied them after the war was over ? 

Answer. Well, sir, if the United States had treated the people of the Southern States 
according to the contract made with them at the time they surrendered their arms, and 
had made no distinctions in the law between men of different sections except on 
account of the crimes of which they may have been convicted, I believe, candidly, that 
there would not have been one particle of political murmur in my country ; I believe 
that we would scarcely have known the distinction between the democratic and the 
republican party. 

Question. Do you mean to suggest that no distinctions should have been applied to 
the people of the South who had been in rebellion ; that they should have been at once 
admitted to all political rights and privileges without any conditions whatever 1 

Answer. AVe thought that as you averred we were traitors, we ought to have been 
tried for treason by a jury, or we ought to have been entirely exempted from any 
imuishment. 

Question. And that there should have been no altered condition as to the political 
rights of anybody in those States that had been in rebellion ? 

Answer. I do not believe there ought to have been any. So far as slavery is con- 
cerned, it, of course, was abolished by the war. 

Question. You said something about a contract. Do the people down there pretend 
to say and believe that there was any contract made at the time to which you refer ? 

Answei'. Without doubt there was a contract. 

Question. Was that a contract ? 

Ansicer. Undoubtedly. 

Question. How long do you suppose your people could have cari'ied on the war if they 
had undertaken to continue it ? 
Ansicer. It could have been carried on, in all probability, for twenty years. 
Question. After the surrender of Lee ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And the surrender of Johnston? 

Answer. O, yes, sir. Johnston had an open country in his rear. The war could 
have been carried on for years. Of course, it would have been a desultory, guerrilla 
warfare. 

Question. You do not understand the surrender to have been an unconditional sur 
render ? 

Answer. Of course if the United States mean anything by promises, it was not an* 
unconditional surrender. If the word of the general commanding the army in the field, 
sanctioned by the President, means anything, it was not an unconditional surrender. 

Question. You consider ^the parole of a prisoner who is already captured as a part of 
the condition of surrender ? 

Answer. We were not captured. The parole was agreed upon before our arms were 
surrendered. 

Question. That is the point of law, then, that your people make in relation to that 
matter ? 

Answer. O, no ; they do not make it as a point of law ; they make it as a point of com- 
mon honesty in the dealing of a nation toward its people. 

Question. You say that the people of Alabama have a hostility against the Govern- 
ment and against the administration. How far does that hostility go ? I want to 
know the extent of it. 

Answer. It goes to this extent : we feel that we are living under the condemnation 
of the law, and that we are so livlrq: by the judgment of the legislative branch o"*" the . 
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Govcrument, wliich has no power to pass such judgments. Wo have a feeling of very 
great dislike toward that forjfu of goveriniieiit. 

(Juo^fhiL Then you nieau to say that it is not a mere ordinary politieal <liffereiice? 

Anfiivcr. O, ini, sii ; it is not a ])olitieal difference. This question rises greatly above 
any jiolitiea] (piestion. It is not a political (juestion. 

()hi.s(Iou. Then, if you do not considei' it a ])olitical difference, how do you i>ropose to 
act in referenee to that hostility to the (iovernnient f 

Jthswer. We do not propose to act at all, except to endure it as long as we can ; that 
is all. 

fJucsCiou. Do you mean to say that you expect to endure it only u]) to the time when 
you get pow-er to overthrow and (h'stroy it ? 

Answer. Xo, sir; 1 do not mean to say that, because^ lean see no ]iossihle contingency in 
th(? futnrt^ wIkmi ther(> wonld hi' any sense in qnestioning the authority of the Govern- 
ment of th<^ United States. Therefore I say thei<' is no intention on the part of our 
})eople to undertake to overthrow the authority of the ITuited States. 

{fncslion. Wlieu you talk a}K)Ut the peo])le of Alabama, do you mean all the people of 
Alabanni, or <lo yon mean oidy the demoeratic party ? 

.i//s/r(r. I mean the- white ])eo])le of Alabama, without distinction of party. 

(Ji(('sH(tu. When von talk about the ])eo])le of Alal)ama being degra(h'(l/aud treated 
as infeiiois, ym\ do not mean to say that the colored })eople have been (h'graded and 
tri^ated us inferiors ? 

JnfiU'n\ No, sir; I do not mean to say that. Ihit thei<' are a large nuud)(^r of colored 
men in Alabama, who cannot honestly h(dd F(Mleral odice- a very laige nnmber. In 
tliat s('iis(> they are degraded. It is n<it in what we sutler actually tliat we iiYc, degi-adcnl. 
Ir is the intention of the i)arty to (h'grade us; that is tUe crime that we complain of. 

(Jn(f>ii(»>. Alter the Tnion men of the country had contended four years lor the life of 
the nation against every elfort of a portion of the southern jjeople, do you not think 
tlu're ^^(^uld naturally and reiisomibly Ix^a distrust in their minds in relation to endow- 
ing at (uu'c witli })olitical I'iglits th«^ (enemies whom they had been o])i)osing ? 

Jnt^ncr. I do not bclievi^ any such distrust exists. 

(J)i(slion. Do you not think it is in luimau nature to entertain such distrust ? 

^iiisircv. I do not beii<'V(i it exists. 1 beli<>ve it is a mere i)rctext f(U' carrying on ^Ik? 
war aft( r the war has terminated, and that merely for ])arty puiposcs. I do not believ<^ 
any e<lueated, sensible uum thinks there is a sha(U)w of danger of any i-ebelliou at the 
South. 1 do not believe that one edueated, intelligent man in any ])art of the United 
States has any such Ix^lief. 

(^fur-slw)!. But, aside fi-om a rebellion, might it not be unsafe to intrust peojde under 
those circumstances with full political })ower? Is not that :i i)oint which you 
coiHM de t 

AusiLwr. Yes ; it certainly wonld be unsafe politically, because we would make great 
chang( s in that res])eet, and I hope we would mak(^ tlu-m for th(^ })etter. It would be 
unsafe to the party in power; there is no doubt about that; but I think it would be 
])erfectly safe to the Gov<'rnment. 

Qutfitiou. flight it not be unsafe to tlie Government to intrust pcditical power in the 
hands of men who had been attempting for four years, by every eftbrt, to destroy tliat 
GovernuKMit ? 

^lufiivcr. That question goes back to the point I was stating ; and that is, that the 
])arty in i)ower undertake, through the legislative authority of the Government, to 
])ass\judical sentence on the jjeojde of our country, to the eifectthat they are degraded, 
and unworthy to be trusted; and we think they pass that sentence merely for political 
])nrposes. 

()u(>ition. You spoke of stringent laws passed, for fear of interference by democrats 
with colored voters. AVas there no such danger ? 

Jiisinr. I cannot say that tliere was not; we never tried it; and I do not know 
wlu'ther then^ was or not. 

(Jiic.stion. Were there not at that time very many men w^ho were violent and over- 
bearing in their treatment of the negroes? 

Answer. I cannot say that thei-e were very many; I know there were some. 

(^)ue.stiou. Would it not ])C natural for the white men who had been the masters 
of these vei y colored men to treat them witli mon^ rudeness and violence, and a greater 
disregard of th< ir rights, than they would treat white n)en ? 

Aumer. Xo, sir; it would not have been natural at all. 

Question. Xot if they ditiered with them in political opinion? 

Anmrr. Xo, sir; it would not be natural at all. The fact is, that where Dive the 
formtu- masters of the negroes are more in<lulgent to theni in respect to their mis- 
doings an<l their crimes than any other ( lass of tlie community. 

Qaesilon. What other class is not so indulgent? 

Answer. There are two classes. 

(Ji'csihn. Tell me one of them. 

Answer. Especially the northern men, who have come do^yn there without character, 
20 
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and obtained control of plantations. They are one class of men whom the negro 
fears nioro than anybody else. 

Question. Why docs the negro fear them ? 

Answer. Because of their cruelty aud hardness. 

Question. Will they not allow him his political rights? 

Answer. O, yes ; every one of them, because the negro votes for their party. 
Question. Then the negroes are not afraid of those northern men interfering with 
elections? 
Answer, O, no, sir. 

Question. Then the law in reference to elections was not made to guard against 
thcni ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Whom was that stringent law intended to guard against? 

Answer. My opinion has been, on a fair judgment of the whole law, that it was 
iramed for the purpose of preventing the democrats from seeing into how the polls 
were managed, and tlie votes counted, and to deprive them of the opportunity of 
objecting to persons giving in their votes. The legislature no doubt thought there 
would be attempts at intimidation on the part of the white people ; that was one of 
the reasons. But the main purpose, as it seemed to me, (and I think a fair judgment 
of the law will sustain that conclusion,) was to prevent any sort of interference with 
the election, either for the purpose of intimidation, or for the purpose of investigation. 

Question, You said that at the polls the republicans made some kind of passage-way — 
a chute or something of that kind — through which voters had to pass to the polls ? 

Ansicer, 1 said the negroes did that. 

Question. Were they democratic negroes or republican negroes? 
Ansicei'. Republican negroes. 

Question. Do you not know that such structures by which men pass to the polls are 
Very common all over the country ? > 

Answer. No, sir | I never saw any such thing in my life before the introduction of the 
republican partj^ into Alabama. 

Question. Where are these structures ? 

Answer. They are around the polls. Tho thing I speak of is not a lane going up to 
tVe polls. I have seen such a thing as that, to prevent men who are waiting with their 
ballots from pressing forwai'd, and getting ahead of one another. This is not anything 
of that sort. 

Question. How far is this from the polls ? 

Answer. I think the law requires that anything of this kind shall be forty feet or 
forty steps away from the polls. 

Question. Do you say that the law requires these chutes ? 
Answer. O, no, sir ; but it keeps them off that distance. 

Question. You describe this as a place voters have to go through. What is it ? 
Answer, tt is nothing but a gate. . 
Question. Where is the gate f 

Answer. I have generally seen it at the court-house fence. 
Question. Cannot voters go around the gate ? 
Answer. They are not allowed to do it. 

Question. How are they prevented ? ^ 
Answer. By the assemblage of a multitude of negroes. 
Question. Cannot a man get over the fence ? 

Answer. He could, if he chose to do so by force, or chose to make a personal point 
of it. 

Question. What force would prevent him from getting over the fence ? 

Answer. He could demand his rights, and if anybody got in his way, tell them to 
got out. ^ 

Question. Did you ever know a single instance in which a ticket was taken from a 
negro, and he compelled to vote another ticket, contrary to his will ? 

Answer. 1 never did ; but I have seen many instances where the ticket was taken 
from a negro voter and changed. 

Question. Can these negra voters all read their tickets ? 

Answer. Not one-third of them. 

Question. Do not the vast majority of those negroes ardently desire to vote the repub- 
lican ticket ? 

Answer. I believe that a very large majority do desire to vote the republican ticket. 

Question. How many desire to vote the democratic ticket ? 

Answer. I cannot state that with any accuracy. 

Question. Do you believe there are more than a very few ? 

Ansicer. 0, yes, there is a largo number in my section of tho country. 

Question. What proportion ? 

Answer. A considerable portion. In my county we have from seven thousand to 
eight thousand negro voters, and Gomethiug Hke two thousand white voters. I givo 
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an approximation to the fi^nres, witli no particular accuracy. Well, I have seen as 
many as one hundred at one little town vote the democratic ticket square out, pub- 
licly, and without any sort of intimidation. 

QneHtion. What democratic ticket ; the ticket for President ? 

Anmer. O, no, it was a local election. 

(jKcsti&n. lint when it comes to general politics, are there many negroes who vote the 
democratic ticket ? 

Apf^wer. 1 have no douht that there will he a large number. 

Question, How nianv do you call a large number ; one-fifth, one-tenth, or one-twen- 
tieth / " ^ 

Aniswcr. I think there will be fully one-tenth iu my State — probably considerably 
more. As the lu'groes become educated and think for themselves, they divide otf be- 
tween political parties, just as white men do. 

Quciitiou. You spoke of there being intimidation of black nu-n by black meu as to 
voting. Hav(^ you not heard that in certain counties in your State black meu arei)re- 
vented from voting by the democrats ? 

Aiwuer. 1 never heard of such a thing. 

Qnetitiov. Have you not heard of it in the northwestern part of the State ? 
A)mver. 1 have never heard of any such thing in any shape or form, except perhaps 
in reference to a county called Wiustoi-i. 
Q ueat ion . W h ere i s W i n st on ? 

A}i8a'er. In the northern middle part of the State. It is the third county from the 
Tennessee line. 

By Mr, Blaiii : 

Question. It was not the democrats who prevented the negroes from voting there ? 

Amicer. I do not know who prevented them from voting ; but the people there, as 1 
untU^rstood, ^^'cre unwilling that the negroes should live there, and would not let them 
vote or do scarcely anything else. 

Qia^itioiL Do not the white peoi>le of that county vote the republican ticket ? 

xhoiwei'. remembrance is that it is about ecjually divided, the republicans having 
R snuill majority, and probably both parties uniting on this view. 

By Mr. Cobukn : 

Que^tio)t. Have you any knowledge with reference to the State of Alabama generally 
whicli will justify you in making a certain and general statement as to this matter? 
Ansico', What matter ? 

Question. Whether tliere are not raan^;> jdaees in the State where the negroes are by 
intimidation prevented almost entirely from voting? 

Anmrr. I do not believe in the existence of any such intimidation in any considera- 
ble part of the State. I have had no information of any such intimidation in any part 
of the State, except in the county of Winston. 

Question. You spoke about the tax of live cents'a pound on cotton. Did you mean 
to say that the Government has unjustly taken any other property thau that? If so^ 
to what do you refer— to slaves ? 

Answer. (), no. sir; slavery was abolished by the war. 

Question. Did you mean to say that any other property was unjustly taken from them 
thau the live cents a pound on cotton ? 

Ani^u-er. I do not think that the Government of the United States, so far as I now 
recollect, lias taken any other property by anything that appeared to he the intention 
of the Government. Property has been "taken in large quantities by officers of the 
Government; but my impression is that they acted beyond the intention of the law and 
without legal authority". 
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Washington, D. C, July 6, 1871. 

Hon. JAMES L. PUGH sworn and examined. 

The CiiAinMAN, (Mr. Poland:) This witness, having been summoned at t*he request 
of the Minority of the committee, will be first examined by some member of the mi- 
nority. 

By Mr. Blair: 

Question. Where do you live? 

Ansiver. In Eufaula, Barbour County, Alabama. 

Question. How long have you lived iu Alabama? 

Ansu-er. About forty-seven years ; thirty-seven years iu the place where I no w^ reside; 
and the whole time within fifty miles of Eufaula. 

Question, What public i)ositions have you Leld in the State ? 

Anstvcr. Well, sir, I have been on two Presidential electoi-a) thickets. In 1659 and 
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1860 I represented that district in the Congress of the United States. I represented 
the same district four years in the confederate congress. I have never held any State 
ofiice. 

Question. I have asked these questions in order to ascertain yonr facilities for know- 
ing the present condition of the St«ite with regard to the security of life and property, 
and the enforcement of the law. Give the committee, if you please, a statement in re- 
gard to that matter, as fall as you may see proper. 

Answer. Well, sir, so far as my personal knowledge of facts and personal ohservatioTi 
are concerned, I am satisfied that there are no people anywh(*re in the United States 
who are more loyal to the Ooverument, and who favor more the full execution of the 
laws, both State and Federal, tlian the people where I reside. I never have heard of 
any interference with freedom of speech. I have never heard of any outrage upon 
the person and property of any individual, white or black, that could be traced to 
any political causes, or to hostility between the races. I have practiced law wiiere I 
now live for thirty years. I have mingled with the people socially, politically, and in 
my profession ; and I do not think I can be mistaken when I say that they an^ law- 
abiding and orderly — as much so as any people anywhere. The republican candidates 
and speakers have been through my part of the State in many elections. They have 
always addressed the people in my town without any interruption, and without any 
l^ersonal indignities, so far as I know or have heard. I have discussed these questions 
with the candidates m/self. In the last election Mr. Morse, who ran for the office of 
attorney general, agreed with me upon terms of discussion. He gave me one hour and 
a half to open, and he concluded without limit. There w^ere two or three thousand 
persons present ; and I never saw people more orderly or respectful. I have been can- 
' vassing that county and district for a good many years. I have been in many elections, 
and I am perfectly satisfied that there have been fewer outbreaks, fewer fights, and 
less bitterness manifested, less apprehension of trouble on election days, than there was 
before the war. I do not think there can be found a witness who w^ould establish any 
facts that would interfere with the truth of that statement or the correctness of that 
opinion. 

Question. Do you practice law ? 

Jnswer. YcvS, sir. 

Question. In how many counties? 

^HSiter. There are about six counties in my circuit. 

Question. And what you say is applicable especially to those counties? 

Answer. Yes, sir. There are two of the counties whose courts I have not been in 
within two years. My practice is confined pretty much to my own county, and the 
county belo^' me on the Chattahoochee River. I go to the others occasionally, but I 
have not attended court in Pike and Coffee Counties for two years. We have a city 
court in Eufaula ; and the judge of that court, in his charge to the grand jury, alluded 
to the general lawlessness in the country, and said something which embraced the county 
of Barbour. There was a general expression of surprise at it. The grand jury he 
charged was composed of eighteen members. Six of them were white democrats ; 
one of them a white republican — a nephew of the judge himself; and eleven were 
colored men who were republicans, selected by the republican officers in the county. 
That grand jury was in session .about eight or ten days, and they made a general 
lireseutment at the conclusion of their labors. The substance of it was that they hoji 
mad(i diligent examination of white and colored witnesses, and they had found no 
oftense that could be traced to any difference between the races, or to i)olitical causes 
or differenees. 

Question. Does this judge reside in the county I 

Answer. He lives in Barbour County. I think ho is a native of the county. 

Question. And this was the report of the grand jury in the same court? 

Answei'. Yes, sir. > 

By the Ciiairm^vn : 
Question. Did you state when this term of court was? 

Anmei'. I think it adjourned last Saturday week. The charge of the judge was 
published, and also the presentment of the grand jury. 

By Mr. BLAiii : 

Question. Was this charge published elsewhere before its delivery? 

Ansim-. No, sir ; the first I saw of it was in the State Journal, at Montgomery. 

Question. It was published then after its delivery? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. Did the State Journal also publish the report of the grand jury ? 
Answer. Not that I have seen ; I think the presentment was published in the two 
papers at Eufaula, and I also saw an extract from the presentment in the Montgomery 
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Advertiser ; but I did not uoticc tlie journal to see nether it had piihlished the pre- 
sentment. 

By Mr. Blair: 

Question. Ih tlicre in your part of the Stat(N or nny part of the State of whieh you 
liave information, any organization of persons in disguise for the ymrpose of violating 
the laws? 

.Ifntu'cr. None v^hatover, to niy knowhnlge. I have knowledge of no fnet that would 
exeite ev(Mi a snspieion in my mind of t\w. exitstence of sneh an organization: audi 
never have had any human being ap]U'oaeh me ujiou thesubjeer. or give mo any infor- 
mation, or make any remark f7*om whieh I eould infer tliat there was any such thing in 
existenee. I never have heard of any act or outrage by any such eombination, disguised 
or otherwise. I understand that in llietown of Clayton, where the conrt-hons(^ of Bar- 
bour County is located, a negro voted the democratic tieket in the last election; and 
about ten or more negroes to(dv him out in the night and beat him nearly to death. 
Souk? white men heard his cries, and went to his relief— saved his liie i>erha])s. Most 
of those men, I think, were arrested and indicted ; and they pleaded guilty. I was not 
in court at the time ; but there was no doubt about the fa<-t. They were ])unished for 
it. That is tin* only act of interference with the ])erson of any voter or any one else 
on account of his political acts or oi>inions. 

(Jucstion. Did the negroes exercise intimidati(ui generally o\y'V those of their own race 
who desired to vote the democratic ticket ? 

Aiifiircr. Well, sir, there is about one thousand two hundred negro majority in my coun- 
ty. The larger portion of the colored vote is at l^nfaula. They carried that box in the last 
election, 1 thiidv,by about one thousand two luuulred. I did not mix with them nnich, and 
did not go to the jiolls, (^xce])t to vote. I have not witnessed personally any terroi ism ; 
I have not heard of any myself I havehi'ard ])ersons speak of it. 1 have heard it said that 
the negroes wen^ threatened with ]>unishment, ])(uhaps with death, foi- failing to stand 
up to their side; that tlu^ democratic i)ai-ty were o])])ose(l to their voting, and if they 
g(>t in power they would takeaway their right to vote, and if they lost th(> i)ower oi 
voting, they miglit be ])ut back into slavery, 'i'hey would talk among each other in 
*that way, and threaten jjcrsons with i>unishnHMit if they vot(Ml the democi-atic ticket. 
Sonn' negroes on my ])lace have t(dd me that they intended to vote the democratic 
ticket ; hut after the election they exidained their failure to do so by saying that they 
were frighten(>d by these threats. I told them that I had no idea that^ those threats 
T\ ould IxM^xecnted"; that they wer<' in no danger at all. 1 am satisfied thiit wlu^n^ 
there are so many of them together, when they see the nmss of bla<'k men going 
that way, they fall in with eaeli other miturally : and I doubt very r»nch whether 
these threats and this terrorism really had the elfect of keeping them fioiu voting the 
democratic ticket.. I never ]mt any confnh'nce in their proirnses to vote the democratic 
ticket, because I knew that when they were congregated in the way they are, and 
^vhen the inlluenees were brought to heaV upon them that I knew were o})erating npoi) 
them, Ihere would be very few that would vote the democratic ticket. I am satisfied 
myself that they have gone in a body for the n publican ticki^t on account of the infor- 
miition they had that the democratic party was opposed to their emancii>ati(m, oi)p()sed 
to their exercise of suffrage, and opi)os( d to their education. That has been the bui- 
den of the si)eeches made by the republican candidates to these pcoi)le. Now, whcMi I 
made the speech in the last election, to which Morse replied, I advocated universal 
sulfrage. Ever since the emancipation of the slave, I hav(« been in favor of his votinu", 
as an' unavoidable incident to his freedom. 1 v/as satisliinl there wouhl b(i less evil 
attending universal suffrage than then? would be in an attemi)t to restrict it, or 
(pndifv it, or classify it. I noticed that whenever the handbills of the candidates 
were out calling the peoph? together, the wlnt^^ peoi>le wouhl go to the democratic 
meetings, and the black ])eo])le would go to the rei)ublican mcdiugs. Ther<' was a 
good deal of surprise that the negroes all went to the republican meetings, and 
would not attend the democratic meetings. I was satisiied that whenever you 
call <ui a man to hear you prove that he (Uight not to have a right to vote, 
because he cannot read, or"^l)ecanse he has no ])roperty, or because he is black, or 
because he has been a slave, the peojde who belong to that class will not hear you 
make that proof They will not consider the ])roposition. Whenever yor imdertJike 
to qualify sutfrage on the basis of i)roperty, *)r intelligence^ or color, or Ibrmer condition, 
it is an attempt to degrade that class ; and if yon succeed in it you make tluMii malcon- 
tent, and enemies to propertv and intelligence, and they become tit subj<'cts for dem- 
agogues and mischief-makers. Tin; only reason on earth why these negroes would not 
go to hear d(^mocratic speakers was, that they thought and believed that the democrats 
or the white i)eople of the South, were opposed to tlieir voting. 1 have become satished 
that the white people have made a great mistake in not accepting universal suttrage ; 
and I believe that they would have done so if it had not been for the otteusive use that 
was made of negro suffrage by a class of persons who were sent down there to control 
it in the work of reconstruction. The manner in which that power was exercised by the 
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negro excited the prejudices of the people against negro snffrage. It was seen that tho 
negro ^vasthro^Yn under the control of the Union Leagues and the Freedmcn's Bureau, 
aided by the military power, aud this, in luy opinion, unfitted the people of the South 
to pass 'upon that question wisely. I think myself that they have become convinced 
that it was a mistake. There is no insurmountable difficulty in the way of the uuion 
of the white and the black people of the South in politics, except that question of suf- 
frage. If the right to vote is conceded to the negro, he will come to hear you prove to 
hiuT how it ought to be exercised, whom he ought to support for otiice, aud what meas- 
ures he ought to favor. But you close his eur to you whenever you call upon him to 
hear you i)rove that he ought not to have the right to vote. He will follow anybody — 
carpet-bagger or demagogue, or anybody on earth— who will concede to him that 
right. I am satisfied that this is the way in which the colored vote has been thrown 
in'^a body for the republican party. 

Qncfftion. Was not the opposition of the democratic party to negro suffrage directed 
as much against the unconstitutional manner in which it was conferred as against the 
thing itself f 

Answer. Well, sir, as to the purpose for which the vote was given to the negro, my 
idea was— and I am satisfied it was the common opinion— that the republican party 
discovered through our press, and from the politicians who \Yould speak at all, that, 
the white vote of the South would not sanction their terms of reconstruction, and they 
discovered, or thought they discovered, a imrpos^ on the part of the white i)eople of the 
South to oppose their supremacy as a party; Aud the ballot was given to the negro 
for the purpose of enforcing these terms of reconsTruction, and for the purpose of recon- 
structing the State government in such a manner as to secure their ascendency. That 
purpose for which the ballot was given, coupled with the disfranchisement of the white 
vote for the same reason, excited the opposition of the white people to the suffrage of 
the negro — universal sutlrage. The opposition to it had its beginning in the use that 
was made of it when the negroes were first made voters, and when it was seen what 
sort of men had control of them. The agencies that were brought there and under whose 
control they were put were seen. They were marched up like so many cattle and cast 
their votes without knowing the names of their candidates, or anything whatever about 
the matter. The ballots were printed and put in their bauds ; and they marched to 
t>:e polls and deposited them. I have no idea that there are a dozen of them now in 
my county who can call the names of the candidates. There may bo that many who 
know !Mr.^ Buckley, but the mass of them are remarkably ignorant. Of (Jourse they 
have been in slavery all the time. They were not allowed to own property ; they wert^ 
not allowed to read or write ; they were kept in a state of utter ignorance to make 
them efficient as property. They came out of that state of ignorance, aud wheu the 
ballot was given to them they knew no more about it than a ten-year-old child. 

Quesiion. Is there any hostility among the pcoi)le of the State of Alabama to the, 
institutions of our country f 

Answer. None whatever, that I have ever heard expressed. I do not think there can 
he found in my region of the State anybody who has any hostility to the Government. 
The political feeling which is construed into hostility to the Government is a hostility 
to the Federal administration of the reconstructed State governments by corrupt aud 
inefficient repreisentatives. 

Qncsiioti. U is, then, the maladministration of the Government, both State and* 
FtHleral, that is the ground of complaint f > 

Answer. Yes, sir; the class of men who have come down there to administer the State 
governments aud till the State offices have produced the discontent and the manifestation 
of political feeling which are construed into hostility to the Government. I have no idea 
that, as a mass, the people of Alabama are any more oppos<Ml to our form of government, 
Jiud to the Constitution of the United States— to oar political system generally — than the 
people of Massachusetts, or New York, or Ohio. 

Qutst'wn. The people, then, as I understand, simply dissent, and dissent strongly,'* 
from the measures of the admiuistratiou, but take no exception to the Union 6y to the 
form of goverinnent f 

Aiiswer. None whatever. In my part of the State, before the war, there were more 
secessionists than in any other portion of Alabama. They were opposed to the Union 
because tliey were satisfied the institution of slavery and the Union could not coexist. 
I'hcir feeling of opposition to the Union Iicfore the Var was on account of the peril to 
the institution of slavery in the Union. The destruction of the institution of slavery 
has, in iry judgment, removed all feeling of opposition to a union of the States. I 
never hear any one express any desire for a dissolution of the Union. I do not think 
that there is a mau of any consideration at all who ever thinks of such a thing for one 
moment. The discontent that is manifested among the white iieojilo is not against 
remaining in the Union or under the authority of the Government. I myself trace it 
to the aggressive, unjust legislation of the republican party. We know there are a 
givat uuiny excnses for this legislation. We know that there have been men who have 
given our people very bad counsel. Many newspapers and public speakers have given 
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our i)co])le unwise counsel, and indnced action that has furnished a justification for 
this hostile legislation ; and the greiit difficulty is that the people of the North do not 
know the real facts — do not understand the real sentiments and feelings of oar people. 

Q^ui'stion. If you know any facts or circumstances, or have any information bearing 
upon the general qnestion of the condition of the State in regard to the security of life 
and property and the execution of the laws, please state such facts or such iuforma- 
Tion. 

Jnswir. Well, sir, I have hoen through the State but very little; my information is 
limited ; but so far as 1 have been able to learn, and to form an opinion upon the sub- 
ject, J think that the mass of the people of Alabama are well disposed'toward the 
(ToVernment, willing that the laws shall be executed; and I do not think there is 
nny ground of apprehension at all. So far as the mass of our people are concerned, 
they are just as orderly and la^v -abiding as the people in anv other part of the United 
States. 

(JiU'stiou. If the disobilities no^v im])Osed upon a large luimber of the people of your 
State were remt)ved by Congress, and the State could thereby avail itself of the ser- 
vices of its ablest; and l)est men, would not that remove a great deal of bitterness, and 
would it not a(hl to tbe efficiency of the State government in executing the law? 

Ansicer. I bave no doubt that that would be the case. The mass of our State officers 
are generally incompetent ; and, so far as I havel)een able to learn, many of them are 
<lishonest an<l corrupt. If there is any failure to ex<?cute the laws, I am satisfied it is 
not on {iccount of any opiH)siti(m from the people. It is to be traced to the inefficiency 
of the State o flic ers tliemselves. 

(^imxtiou. The county officers ? 

Jv.sicer. The State and county officers. I have no knowledge at all of the people 
having thrown any obstacle in the way of the execution of the laws. I do not know 
of any fact that would induce me to believe that tbe people are not in favor of a rigid 
t^nforcemcnt of th(; laws. I know it is so in my part of the State. 

(Question. In regard to the State and county otficers, what character of people have 
they been / 

J)fHirf')\ Well, sir, some of them came down from the North, and some of them lived 
in tli<' South before tbe war; but, taking them as a chiss, I do not think they would be 
l)ermittrd to remain in similar offices in any State of the North by either party. 
TlK-re are sonu' njcn down there who belong to the class they call carpet-baggers." 
In my town there is a ])ostmast(>r who was sent there by the Frcedmen's Bureau. Ho 
taught a negro school in Eufaula al>out two years. lie was then appointed postmas- 
ter. He is an etlicient othcer and an hone;st man. He behaves himself like a gentle- 
man, and is ti eated like a gvnth'mau ; and 1 ha ve no doubt that if there were a change 
of ])arties, a large number of bnsint*ss men in Enfaula would oppose his removal, 
although he is an avowed rei)ul)lican. The sheritf of the county, a soiithern-born num, 
is a i)retty fair othcer. But take them as a class, they are inefficient and not lit for the 
positions they occupy. 

Qucsiion. Mt)st of the othcers. State and county, obtained their positions at the time 
of the (dection at which tlie constitution was rejected ? 

Auisu-n: Y<'s, sir ; most of the offices are now tilled by men who were voted for at the 
same time that so many of our people taihul to vote on the constitution. 

(Jiirstiov. And they o\ve the fact of their being in office to the adoption of that con- 
stitution by Congress? 

Jnswer, Yes, sir. I Avill state as a fact that these offices were filled by these incom- 
petent men because nobody else would run for them at that time. 

Question. The oppositioif relied upon the defeat of the constitution by the failure to 
vote i 

Anfiiver. Yes, sir ; that was the main object to be accomplished by failing to vote. 
The non-action of tlie whites was intended to defeat the State constitatiim. They 
thought that everything would fall with that constitution ; that there could be no offi- 
ces until there was a constitution creating them. 

(Juc^tiou. Ill addition to the character of the men who fill these offices, does not the 
fact that tln-y were imposed upon the people of the State by Congress give rise to dis- 
content ? 

Answer, The fact that these offices are filled by such men and the manner in which 
they discharge their duties constitute the cause of the failure of the execution of the 
laws, and one of the causes of discontent. But I do not know that the people stop to 
consider the fact that Congress imposed the State constitution upon us. Tiie popular 
idea was that we were a coiKjuered people ; that we had no right to claim as a matter 
of right any participation in nuiking the terras of reconstruction— in restoring our 
relations to' the Government. They considered this as the theory of our pcditicvS : 
that the destruction of the confederate gt>vcrnment ' and of the confederate State of 
Alabama would leave us as a conquered people, living upon conquered territory, and I do 
not think tliat we (luestioned at all the authority of the conquering power to make its 
terms with us— todelhie the terms upon which our relations to the Government should 
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be established. We bad uot sufficient power to engage in the work of reconstruction 
with the view to carry out anything we desired. Our will could not bo expressed in any 
legislation that reconstructed us. All we expected was just to leave it to the conqueror 
to (leline his own terms, and let him be as just and reasonable as the circumstances 
would justify. That was the disposition and expectation of our people at the close of 
the war. President Johnson, as commander of the land and naval forces, as the repre- 
sentative of the military department of the Government, undertook to prescribe the 
terms of reconstruction. We accepted the terms readily and thought they were a finality. 
1 have no doubt tliat if the law-making ])ower of the Government had been called 
together, and terms had been prescribed by all the departments of the Government, they 
would have been just as readily accepted (if they had not affected the houor of our 
people) as those prescribed by President Johnson. When Congress repudiated the set- 
tlement made by tfie executive department of the Government, that naturally and 
almost inevitably threw our i)eople to the support of the President and the settlement 
made by him ; and that necessity which rested upon us was the cause of the legislation 
that we complained of afterward — the harsh terms which were superadded to those 
prescribed by President Johnson. I have no doubt oar people regarded the death of 
Mr. Lincoln as a great calamity. I said when I heard it, and I think it was the general 
impression, that if Mr. Lincoln had lived and had called Congress together, he would 
have had it in his power to prescribe terms which would have been reasonable, and 
which our people would have accepted. I think that the controversy between the 
executive and legislative departments of the Government was the primary source of a 
great deal of our troubles. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. You have spoken of the incompetency and corruption of the men who have 
been administering the State government of Alaibama. Superadded to the causes you 
have assigned in your examination by General Blair, was not the fact that those men 
came to your State and assumed to control your negro population, and to hold and 
administer the offices so as to put money into their own pockets — to enrich themselves, 
individually, and not to advance the interests of the Government to which they pre- 
tended to be loyal — was not this one of the facts of which the people complained very 
bitterly ? 

Ansicei'. Certainly. 

Question. Was it not a ground of complaint that the oppressions put upon you did 
not go to aid the Government, but merely a set of plunderers ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. The men who came th^re to represent us were strangers to us. 
They knew nothing of our feelings or our interests ; and we did not see how^ any man 
who had proper self-respect could come down there, and, under such circumstances, 
become the Repi^esentative of our people in Congress. The manifest fact that these ' 
adventurers came there for personal gain, and the use that was made of their power, 
contributed very largely to the opposition of our people to the party which these men 
represent. 

Question. In other words, if the means that were taken from you had been applied to 
the general purposes of the Government, you would not have i'elt so indignant as you 
did that your means should be taken for the benefit of private men who themselves , 
had been perhaps mere camp-followers? ^ 

Answer, That is the fact, sir. It seems to me that if any honest man will go down 
there and see for himself what our people see, he can attach no blame to them for any 
opposition they manifest for this class of people, or any feeling of hostility they have 
for them. Many of these men i)ay no attention to the obligatious of an oath.' They 
have enriched themselves suddenly by means that satisfy everybody that they must 
have done it dishonestly. They have used the power of their positions to enrich them- 
selves, and to oppress and harass the i^eople. ; 

Question. Have not that class of men, when complained of, been the men who have 
raised the cry of "disloyalty" against you more than anybody else? 

Answer. Yes, sir; that is one of the causes of complaint; that the republican party 
will accept the statements of these men who would not be believed as witnesses in any 
of your courts, and who would not bo recognized as gentlemen in society anywhere, or 
treated with any sort of respect. The complaint is that the republican party accepts 
the information which comes from this source, and irakes it the basis of legislation 
against our whole pijople. 

Question. Is it not known to your people that in very many instances those com- 
plaints are made by those very men to cover up their own villainies ? ^ 

Answer. That is the general impression, that the charges against us come from that 
class of men almost entirely. I have no doubt that there have been individual in- 
stances of outrages upon persons. I have heard of it through the State, and I have very 
little doubt that there has been more or less of it. But what we couiplain of is that 
the outrages of a class of men to whom we are just about as much opposed as we are to 
tliievea and plunderers — the class of men who are known asKu-lClux — should betaken 
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a*^ ^videnco of the f^oneral sentiment of the people, and made the basis of hostile le^isla- 
lion ap:ainst our whole coiDmiinity. J never saw one ot this claims of men, and nevei saw 
anybody who had seen one; bnt if there are any persons of lh;it sort in the Slate iliey 
arc xe<rarded in that seetion as the very worst enemies of our people ; and it wonld be 
just as fair ibr us to take as tlie representatives of the whole mass of republicans at 
^lu'Xorth th(^ thieves and plunderers who have gone there to till our State i>ftiees, as 

is for republicans to take these Ku-Klux — these obnoxious men whom you will lind 
everywhere in society — as re})resentatives of our people, and as being- favored by our 
]5e()l)le. This is tlie injustice tliat is done us. Yon might just a.s well say, because 
t'liere is arson, and burglary, and rape, and murder, by a dozen or more individuals, 
that the whole ])eople are burglars, murderers, &c., as to say, because there are 
Ku-Klux down there, that the whole Southern people favor theni, or that a large por- 
tion of them fa vol' them. 

(^fu(t(i'lon. Is it not believed by your peo])le that very many of those bad men now in 
office, conscious that they cainiot be reelected or kept in i)Ower any longer by the 
jtopular wnll. are endeavoring to ])ring about this very state of feeling and this char- 
acter of h^gislation tor the purpose of continuing themselves in power l)y force against 
the will of the peoph;? 

Ati}<iv()\ Yes, sii-; that is the food that these men live upon : and I have no doubt in 
my own mind that they excit(^ these tilings; that they contribute to it in every secret 
way they can. I have no doubt— I have no personal knowledge of the fact, but it is a 
judgment I have formed— that the main cause of these troubles is the i)resence in our 
eonnnnnity of that class of men, and the tolcMatiou and protection that they receive 
from this great re])nbl^ean i)arty that has posj^ession of the Goveinment. 

Que^ttiou. Is it not your opinion and tlieoi)iuion of youri>eople that those men, rather 
than give u]) their ohices an<l the otiauces they now hav(^ to make money out of their 
])osltions, by lair means and foul, v.onld inefer to see the Government overthrown, 
rather than have it restoied to })eaee and (piiet, if they h.id to go out of office by that 
I'cst oration 

Aifsircr. W<dl, sir. I cannot say the extent to which Th(\v wonld go to keep their 
])laces, but I have no more idea that these men care anything for the republican i)arty 
or its doetrinc^s, ex(;ept so far as they can use them for their own personal advantage, 
than I have that they are hon(^st men and Christians. I do not think that tliey go 
there to benefit anybody but tlK^nselves: an<l they have done that successfully, for 
most of them have made Ibrtunes very sud<lenly. 

(JtKisiion. Hav»» they any means of making those fortunes legitimately out of the per- 
quisites of their offices '? 

JiiHH'cr. They have no menus of making money that I know of, excepting tlurlr offices. 

Qiie^^fiojK Is there any difficulty about any n^publican exi)ressmg 'his sentiments in 
your State, or speaking Inndy anything he ])leases if 

Answer. None whatever. I have no doubt there are places or conmiunities where 
tliese vicious, mischi(^vous men are Ibund. There are large negro majorities in certain 
localities, and in some ])laces these rejjnldicans who have come down there for that 
]>nr[)ose control this negro vote; in a way that is highly offensive to tht^ people. The 
t( achings of the negi'o under such circumstances are all wrong. Th(\v stir up his 
worst passions, and c^xcitc his ])rejudiccs against the white race. In places of that 
sort I suppo>»e there is an amount of leeling excited that perhaps might br(\ak out in 
stune insult or some opposition to that sort of teaching by aiiy public speaker. Ibit 
1 do not believe th<*re is any plact; in th(» State Avhei'e a gentlemen, a num who behaved 
himself as a gentleman, and addressed himself to the legitimate principles of the re- 
publican })arty, th(^ lair, h'gitimate differences between the two jiarties, could not be 
heard with safety. I)Ut,for the reasons I have stated, there may be certain counties, 
certain localities, where these mischievt)us m(;n have produced such a state of feeling 
among the whites and such opposition to the party that gives these men countenance 
and [)rotection, that they might meet with some insult or expression of hostility if they 
were to attemi)t to make speeches of that sort. 

Qnrstiou. Are there not portions of your State where the great mass of the com- 
umnity believe that under these teachings their property is insecure and liable to all 
sorts of depredations, incendiary and otherwise? 

AusH'cr, Certainly. I have no doubt those teachings have had the eliect to produce 
ontrag(\s upon projierty and have incited the negroes to outrages that I have heard of 
their committing in some counties of the State. 

Question, Persons feeling that sense of insecurity feel very unkindly of course toward 
men who they believe are teaching those doctrines? 

^in.sn-a\ Yes, sir. 

(Juestion. And this may subject such men to insult wheu it is believed that such 
teachings are going on ? 
Ani^icf')'. Yes, sir. 

(Jut8*au. I understood you to say that no man need be afraid of expressing anywhere 
legitimate sentiments on the diti'ercnces between the two parties ? 
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Answer. None in any place or community that I know of. I have no idea that any 
republican who would discuss eucb questions in a proper spirit and manner, however 
emphatic, however vehement, however severe he might be in the announcement of his 
convictions and principles, would meet with any opposition or interference in that sort 
of freedom of speech. 

Question. Is there any general feeling of opposition to lona fide settlers from the 
Northern or Eastern States coming into Alabama, taking part and lot with your peo- 
ple — taking their chauce.8 for official station along with the rest of you, but assuming 
neither the power of the bayouet nor coercive power over the negro f 

Anmver. Instead of there being any opposition, there is a desire that such people shall 
come to the South. Our great want is poi)ulation and capital ; and I have no doubt 
that the class of men that you speak of could come to Alabama with perfect impunity, 
with perfect security to their persons and their property. I will give you an instance 
in my own county : At the last term of the circuit court, which held about four weeks, 
(it closed just a short time before I left liorae— just before the city court met in Eu- 
faula,) a republican named Cameron came there from New Jersey, biiuging with him 
three or four female members of his family. His son-in-law was an engineer on ibe 
Vicksburg and Brunswick Railroad. Mr. Cameron avowed himself a republiean. He 
remained at the hotel during the court, and he behaved himself like a gentleman ; he 
is a gentleman. He and the female members of his family were treated with the high- 
est respect. They eat at the hotel table with the bar and the judge ; and they had 
just as much attention as if they hadgheeu democrats or people of respectability from 
any quarter. His son-in-law purchased a residence in the town of Clayton, and Mr. 
Cameron himself also bought a residence there. ^ 

QimtwA. In other words, you seek to encourage that class of immigration ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I myself gave Mr. Cameron a letter to a prominent merchant in 
Eufaula, telling him who Mr. Cameron was ; that it was desirable such men should 
come among us ; that he would be an acquisition to our society. Mr. Cameron asked 
me for this letter, that he might make Mr. Bray an agent to make investments for him 
in real estate in Eufaula. I have no doubt in the world that any republican who 
would come down there, if an honest man and a gentleman, and received as such in his 
own society at home, would receive the same treatment in my community. J3ut if a 
man comes down there as a political adventurer, to stir up strife aud to obtain office 
by the votes of the ignorant black people, when no honest white man would counte- 
nance the proposition to put him iu office, or to give him any place of trust or respon- 
sibility — when we know that he is a man of that kind, and that he is ujingliug with 
that sort of people merely to 'profit by it in the way I have stated, we must either 
ignore the difi'erence between honest men and thieves, or we must repudiate such men 
when they come among us. Onr people never can be so much degraded — I hope I 
never shall live to see them so much degraded — as to leceive these men socially, or 
treat them Avith respect and as gentlemen. When this class of men complain of the 
treatment they receive, we think it is loo much that we should be punished because 
we do not take such men by the hand. 



Washington, D. C, July 7, 1871. 
. Hon JAMES L. PUGH, (examination continued.) 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 

Quesiim. I have understood you to say that the principal dissatisfaction of your peo- 
ple with the existing state of things grows out of your having so large a number of ; 
incompetent or corrupt State and county officers. 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think that is the main cause of the dissatisfaction and the com- 
plaint ; that is the immediate cause of the irritation. 

Quesiion. You say, also, that your people feel that these men are listened to by the 
republican party and by Congress, and that the representations they make are regarded 
as true, when, in fact, they are misrepresentations. 

'Anmcer. That seems to be the fact, so far as we are able to judge. 

Question. You stated, also, that your people feel that those representations are made 
the ground of unfriendly and unfavorable legislation by Congress. 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, To what particular legislation did you refer ? 

Answer, The special acts of Congress to which I had reference are the late bill known 
as " the Ku-Klux bill/' and the act known as " the enforcement law." 
Question. The law passed a year ago? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What is the objection which your people entertain to what is called "the 
Ku-Kluk bill?" How do they feel that it is unfavorable or unfriendly to them ? 
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Anfiwer. For the reason that the law seems to be directed at the whole people of the 
State. It is based upon the assumed existence of a general spirit of hostility to the 
laws and to the execution of the laws; and we do not think the facts justify that inter- 
ference by Cou<;ress with the affairs of the State f^overument. 

QtuHiion. The law in terras applies to the whole country— no more to the people of 
the South than to those of the North. 

xlnsurr. Ves, sir; I am aware of that. 

Qiicsliou. And the substance of it is that it creates penalties and remedies apjainst 
acts of violence done by bodies of men in dis^^uise. Now, why do your people complain 
of that? 

Anmrr. Wo do not complain of any law that would punish these men. I have no 
idea that such outrages meet with any countenance from our people. But the law 
passed by Congress is evidence to us and to the world of the fa<>t^that we are sup})osed 
to comitcnauce these outrages and will not punish them through State laws and State 
eourts. 

Question. Your peoph» do not oliject to the punishment of acts of violence committed 
by bodi(\s of men in disguis(» ? 

Answer.^ Not at all, sir. So far as the ])eople with whom I mingle an* concerned, I 
am satislied that they regard the men who commit these outrages as their greatest 
enemies; and I beli<ive there is no class of men whom they desire to be punished with 
more severity. l>ut the objection is that Congress taking charge of the matter is 
evidence that they believe that the i)eoi)le of tkr State, througli State administration, 
State courts, and State olhcers, will not i)ut down these outrages; the countenance 
these things are assumed to receive from the people is made the basis of congressional 
legislation. 

15y Mr. Coburn : 

Question. Have they that im]iression in regard to the enforcement act also? 
Ansicrr. Yes, sir; they have the same view in regard to the enforcement act. 

By the CiiAiiiMAX, (Mr. Poland:) 

Qupsffon. Do tlie peo])l<' of the South think that the enforcement act was speciaWy 
aimed at the Sontli and the ])e()])le of tlie South ? 

An.swn-. Yes, sir: that is th<' imiu'cssion with us. 

(Question. Our New York friends insist that it was aimed at them. 

xiuRU'cr. Yrs, sir; I have se<^n some comi)laiiit in that quarter that it was aimed at 
them. j.\s I stated yest(^r<lay. I am satislied that the people in both sections form 
opinions in reference to each other which are founded u]»()n a misunderstanding of the 
facts and of the ri^al feelings and sentiments of each other. 

(^)nr>ition. I tliink the i)(>o]»le of the South are entirely mistaken if they suppose that 
what is called " the entbrcement bill" was aimed at them. The Ku-Klux bill doubt- 
less originated from what is represented to have lieen the condition of things in some 
]>arts of the South — not universally. Do you not believe that in many ])ortions of 
the South there hav(^ been a gi'(^at many acts of violence committed by bodies of dis- 
guised men ? 

^Insu-f')'. \Vell, sir, from information I gather through the newspapers, I have no 
doubt that ^th(Te have been combinations of that sort in some counties, and I have no 
doubt that they liave ])erpetrated great outrages, such as are shocking to the moral 
sense of the comnuniity. 

Qiufition. And do you not also believe that these combinations have been so strongin 
some jtlaces, and productMl such a state of finding as to make it exceedingly difficult, 
if not impossible, to punish such things in the local courts, at least in some localities? 
I do not mean to say throughout the whole South. 

Aiisicf r. I really am not a}>le to give any opinion that is worth anything upon that 
suljject. With the State offices tilled by republicans, who have the authority to draw 
grand and ]ietit juri(\s, and having mixed juries also, the judges being republicarus, I 
scarcely believe that there is a county in the State of Alabama where the white i^eo- 
ple would throw any obstacle in the way of the pros(XMition, conviction, and punish- 
ment of these men for such outrages. In some places in Alabama, the causes which I 
have mentioned, the character of the men I have referred to, the wicked counsel they 
give the negroes, and the effect which that sort of counsel is seen to have upon that 
po])ulation in their ignm'ant condition, may produce a feeling against these men that 
would be indiiferent as to the punishment of any man who would remove them from 
th(^ community. 

Question. I apprehend that is the very ground upon which Congress felt it right to 
pass the law in question — not that it was universally true that acts of this kind could 
not be punished, but that there were sections and localities where it was impossible to 
put them down by local tribunals. 

^In.sHT)'. If you will allow me, I will state that the exclusion from the polls of a largo 
l)ortLon of the white people of the South, and their being made almost universally 
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inoli^'til>l<^ to office by the *^ iron-clad oath," has had the effect upon the people of malo 
ing tiiem indiftereut to the manner in which the State government is administered and 
the Laws executed. The effect of this con^ressioual legishition has been to satisfy 
them that they are distrusted as a people. All power in the election of officers and in 
the administration of the government has been taken from them by Con^^ress ; and 
the impression has been ma<le upon their minds that it is not the will of Congress 
that they should have anything to do with tilling the offices, making the laws, or. 
administering the government. The legislation of Congress seems to be founded upon 
the idea of a general di*<trust of the wiiite people ; and the effect of it has been to 
create this feeling of indifference. But that is not the case at this time; that is not 
the present feeling. 

Question. Those things are now^ all removed except the disability to hold office. 

Jnsiccr. I know that; but I say the offices are now filled hymen who could take 
•the "iron-clad oath." At the time of the election, not one-tenth of the white people 
of the South, who were competent, were eligible to these offices.. We complained that 
we were punished for the maladministration of the State government, and the ineffi- 
cient execution of the law^s by agents whom the republican party had selected to make 
the laws and execute them. 

Question. You think that the removal of these things one by one by Congress is aid- 
ing in bringing about a better state of feeling ? 

Jnsioer, Very much; it is contributing very largely to the reestablishment of good 
feeling and general satisfaction. ^ 

Question. And if the remaining provision of that character, the constitutional disa- 
bility, were removed, you think it would still further aid in bringing about good feeling I 

Ansivcr, My opinion upon that subject is of course worth nothing, because I am my- 
self one of the subjects of that disability ; but it is very natural that the removal of 
disabilities should have that effect. Our people at the close of the war were indiffer- 
ent about polities and about parties. They had no more atfectiou for the democratic 
party than they had for the republican party. We at one time supposed that the dem- 
ocratic party fa\"ored such theories and principles of government that they would 
never support coercion, by the Federal Government,*of the people of a State for exer- 
cising the right of secession or resistance. Bat when they voted money and men, and 
sent their regiments to destroy us, it had the effect of breaking loose all the party ties 
that had ever beeu formed ; and at the close of the war, I think our people were pre- 
pared to throw their political power anywiicre where they saw it would promote their 
interests in the highest degree. While we were in a condition not to expect any favors 
— while we were regarded as rebels — yet we thought that when the conquering power 
defined w hat punishment Tre should have, and when we had suffered that punishment, 
we ought to have the right to claim that punishment as a satisfaction for any offense 
we had been supposed to have committed. While we admit that on your theory, and 
with your views and opinions, you regarding us as rebels, and as having made resist- 
ance to the authority of the Federal Government, there may have beeu justification 
for the policy adopted with reference to us ; yet, as we w^ere living under the same 
Government, and belonged to the same race — after our relations to the Government 
were defined by your laws, and after those laws had been carried into execution, after 
the terms of reconstruction prescribed had been all complied with, we thought it ought 
to end there, and that we ought thcu to be treated as equals, especially the equals of 
other people of our own State. 

• By Mr. Coburn : 

Question. Has your legislature passed laws encouraging immigration into your State ? 
Answer. 1 do not remember any. 

Question. You said that your people desired immigration. Now as there has been a 
good deal said by various witnesses about the exclusiveness of the Southern people and 
their discouragement of immigration, I desire you to state as accurately as you can 
the position of the i)eoi>lo of your State in relation to immigration by citizens from the 
Northern States? 

An8wei\ Well, I have heard enough to satisfy me that our i)epple are very desirous 
that the Northern people shall come and settle among us, when they do so for the pur- 
pose of identifying themselves with our interests and* our people, for the xuirpose of 
becoming i)ermanent citizens of the State — when they do not come there as polit- 
ical adveulfiirers, for political gain, but come with capital, intending to invest it, 
and to become citizens of the State with proper feelings and intentions. I have no 
doubt it w^ould give great satisfaction for such people to come among us, whether they 
were republicans or democrats. It makes no difference to us whether a man is a repub- 
lican or a democrat, if he is an honest man and behaves himself as such. 

Question. But your people, you sav, have an .aversion to a new-comer mixing ir 
politics ? 

Answer, Offensively, mischievously. 

Question. What do you meau by "offensively^' or "mischievously?" 

Answer. I have heard a good many republican speeches w^hich were respectful, which 
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(li.soiisscd matters of difference in a proper way, which appealed to the people to adopt 
tlic jxdiev of the repnblicau party, l>ecanse it vras best for thera and for tbe Jevelop- 
nieut of tbe eonntry. I have lieard .persons speak of tbose speeches afterward and 
coniplinient them for fairness, and for exhibiting the right sort of spirit; tbey have 
said they liave no objection to si)eeches of that sort. Bnt when a demagogiie or a 
niischievons man goes Sonth in order to stir nj) tlie passions of the negro popnlation, 
and to gras]) ])olitical power that he may harass, oppress, and rob the people, they do 
not waut that sort of freedom of speech, nor do they want men of that sort among 
them. 

Question. Do yon think a man of tbat sort, who wonld'make speeches odious to the 
people, wonbl be in danger as regards his personal safety? 

Jnhim-. Well, sir, if a man were to go there and make an incendiary speech and ex- 
cite the passions of tbe negroes to acts of outrage and violence, I do not know that he 
coidd do so with imimnity. 

Qnefiiioin 8upi)ose lie did not excite any one to acts of outrage and violence, but made 
a bitter re]»nblican s]>eecb, woukl his })ersonal safety be endangered ? 

Answer. I bave no idea it would be. In times of high political excitement there are 
always in tbe meetings of tbe p('oi)le individuals who become excited from some cause 
or otb(M- — licpnjr or vsomething else— reckless men, who will offer an indignity to a 
sj)eaker. Ihit tbat was done before the war as well as since. 

By Mr. Blair: 

Question. You sjudvc of a presentuu^nt made l)y a grand jury of your county? 

Ausner. Y(\s, sir; I have cut from a Montgomery paper and liav^e here an extract 
from tbe gcnrral }>resentment of tbe grand jury that was charged by the judge of the 
city court. Tbe extract is as f(»llows: 

"After a careful and diligent inquiry of tbose who bave been before our body, with- 
out regard to race, color, or i)r(n'ious condition, from tbe ditferent sections of tbe county, 
w<' are with great i)leasurf enabled to report the total absence of any hostility between 
the races, and cannot hear of tbe least disturbance on account of former condition or 
present i)olitical opinions, b>it lind all elasses of law-abiding citizens living in peace, 
quiet, and barmouy. After tbe most earrful and diligent iin estigatiou, we have been 
uuiible to tind anything re:*embling an organized baud of lawless persons." 

r.y :\[r. Beck : * 
Qnvf<fion. I iinderstood you as saying that your people believe tbe Ku-Ivlux bill, so 
called, to be a nu'asure levelled at the people of the South more particularly ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Tbe chairman asked you whether or not its only effect was not to punish 
men wbo commit outviiges in disguise. Do you not understand that it does a great 
deal moi-e than tbat by seizing upon whole communities in certain circumstances and 
juitting tbem under the power of the President, depriving them, in the particular dis- 
trict vv bere outrages are conimitted, of the right of trial by jury and other riglits 
secured by tbe Constitution, wlu^ther the citizens generally have had any participation 
in tbe outrages or not ? Do you not understand that it deprives whole communities 
of their rights, because of the acts of a few bad men whom they cannot control ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it puts tbe whole people under the ban of military power for the 
misconduct of a few individuals. 

Question. The community genei-ally being as much opposed to the acts of those indi- 
viduals as tbe men who framed the law ? 

Answer. Y(>s, sir. 

Question. And lielieving that measure to be aimed especially at the Southern States, 
your people object to that character of legislation ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 



AVasiiington, D. C, July 7, 1871. 

JOSEPH n. SPEED sworn and examined. 

By the Ciiaiiimax, (Mr. Polaxd:) 
Question. AVhere do you reside 
yinsicer. In Marion, Perry County, Alabama 
Question. How long have you lived there ? 
Answer. Since 185«. 

Question. AVhere did you live previous to that time ? 

Ansicer. I was born and educated in Virginia ; lived for some time in North Carolina; 
and then removed to Alabama, 
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Question. You have always lived in the South ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I was never out of the South until after the war, 

Queslion. What is your business ? 

Jnswer. I am uow'rej^istcr and master of the chancery court of our district. 
Quesiivn. What was formerly your business? 

Answer. I was a teacher, up to the breaking out of the war; I*was teaching when 
the war began. 

Queaiion. During the war were you connected with the rebellion ? 
Answa\ 1 was an officer in the confederate army from nearly the beginning of the 
"war. 

Question. Did you serve during the whole war? 

Answer. I served until I was appointed by the governor of my State as agent for the 
State at the Virginia Salt- Works. Salt became very scarce in the South; we had it 
mauufactnred ; and I was appointed by the governor of the State as special agent for 
the State at those works, wliich were in Washington County, Southwestern Virginia. 

Question. With what political party did you act before the war ? 

Answer. I was a whig, or acted with the party opi)osed to the democratic party 
immediately before the war. I supi)orted Bell and Everett in 1860. My first presi- 
dential vote was cast then. In the constitutional convention of Alabama, in 1867, 1 
was a member from my county. In that conA^ention I opposed the disfranchisement of 
my people. The convention, in the article on the elective franchise, adopted a pro- 
vision disfranchising from voting all who were disfranchised from holding office under 
the fourteenth amendment. I opposed that proposition in convention, entered my 
protest against it on the journal of the convention, and opposed the ratilication of the 
constitution before the peoide on that account. 

Qnesiion. What have been your political connections since the war? 

Answer, I have been affiliating with the republican party since that time. I should 
say that the legislature of my State, which was republican, removed, at its first session 
after the admission of the State, all disfranchisement. I should not have acted with 
the republican party but for that. The legislature came to precisely the same ground 
that I had occupied in the convention. From that day on, I have cooperated with the 
republican party. 

Question. Did you marry in Virginia ? 

Answer. I married twice in Alabama, in the county w^here I reside. 
Question. Do the relatives of your wife reside there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; the relatives of both my wives. 

Question. What we wish to ascertain is the condition of things in your vicinity, and 
in yonr State so far as you know, in relation to the enforcement of the laws for the pro- 
tection of person and property. We wish to know whether the laws are so enforced 
that person and property are protected, or whether there are acts of violence done to • 
person and property, and especially whether such acts are done by bodies of men in 
disguise. Go on and state generally your views in relation to that question. 

Answer. My county has been up to the present year perfectly peaceful. 

Question. The county in which you live ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. Our last State election was as orderly and quiet as any I ever saw 
held. During the progress of the election I was sitting in company with some friends 
who differed with me in politics, and we remarked that avc had never witnessed a 
more quiet election. I do not think there was any more disorder or any more noise ^ 
during that election than there is in this room at'this time. That was in November, 
1870— the last State election. I speak of my own county, the county in which I reside. 

Question. What county ? 

Answer. Perry County— just on the border of the cane-brake county. W^e held an 
election for State senator in January ; I will not be j)ositive as to the day, but my 
recollection is, it was about the 25th of'January. There had been a resignation of our • 
State senator. For some little time previous, and perhaps jnst after, there were bodies 
of men riding through the streets of the town at night in disguise. I must say I did 
not see these men. I reside on the outskirts of the town, on my little farm of eighty 
a<;res; my residence is not in the busincvss part of the town. But there is no doubt at 
all about those men having been there. I heard it spoken of by many persons who saw 
them. There was no violence done. I was informed by a man who was formerly my 
slave (f(u* I was a slaveholder) that the men rode in the direction of my house, and in 
the direction of the houses of some other officers of the county. But they did not molest 
us at all ; and I did not know of the matter until the next day. They did no violence 
at that time at all. 

Question. Was that previous to the election you spoke of ? 

Anstcer. It was a short time before — perhaps one, or two, or three nights before. My 
recollection is that they were in town two or three times just before the election, and 
just after ; I know they were there once or twice before the election. 

Question. About how numerous a body ? 

Answer. A body of twenty or twenty-five men on horseback, as I was informed. That 
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\ras tlie first I kncTv of tlie appearance in onr county of bodies of diflf^nised men — what 
we term " Kn-Klux." Tbat was the first I knew of tliem from any reliable information. 
Tbci'c was ji ne<^ro in jail in niy county on a charge of mnrder. He has never been 
tried. A body of disp;nised men came \o the jail to take him out ; they did not say 
Avhat they wanted with him. Tlie jailer, who was a man of some will' and personal 
e(>nrai;<% had his fatber-iu-law with him, and they were armed — one with a donble- 
barrcl slu)t gnn, and theother with a Winchester rifle. They told the men in disguise, 
sijcaking to them from the window, tbat if tbey attempted to come in they would lire 
on tliem and would be cnal)led to kill several of them before they could get in. The 
men desisted from their attem])t to take that negro. 
(Jne-siioii. How large a body of men was that ? 

JnsH-cr. There were about twenty-live — not less than that number. 
Quesiion. In disguise ? 
^lH.s(V(r. Yes, sir; in disguise. 

(JucHiion, Tbe supposition was not that they wanted to rescue the negro, but that 
they wantiMl to-take him out for some other ]mrpose ? 

J//.s;<Yr. Tliey wanted to take him out to i)unish him. He had struck a white man 
wJio had died from tbe blow. 

(Jacfition. lVrhaj)s we may as well inf|uire as to the circumstances of that case. What 
were they, so far as you know ? 

Answer. J never had any conv(^rsation with the gentleman who was struck, and who 
died fr(un th<' Idow. The ni'gio man who gave the blow came to me, and I asked him 
in regard to it, as well as others. The gentleman at whose house he lived came to me 
also and told me l<fie circumstances, as he understood them. They were detailed by this 
negro man and by his wile. It ap])eared that they were walking on the street about 
sundown, be and his wife. Slie was a washerwoman and had a basket of clothes, either 
on In r jn-m or on her bead ; as ^hey passed, the liasket touched a gentleman named 
8tiHings ; tlic ]?avcment was narrow, not nuich wider than this table, [about four feet.] 
She and licr busbnnd stated tbat ^\v. Stillings pushed her violently from the sidewalk 
and struck ln^r. The n<'gro man i-ennnistrated with him, and asked him why he did it 
Mr. Stillings sto<)i>ed to ])ick a l)rick from tbe pavement 

(Jucsliou. Did he say anything? 

J/(,v<(cr. "^'es, sir: he said that no negro slumld crowd him on the sidewalk. Per- 
hai»s heaccom])auied the remark with an oath, though I will not say as to the oath. When 
he did that, the negro man jerke<l a ])aling from the fence and struck him on the side 
of liis n<'ck and head, just below the l)ase of his brain ; he was insensible for some little 
time, and was taken up and carried Imme. My recollection is that this occurred on 
Friday or Saturday ab(mt night. On Monday •Mr. Stillings was on the street; but he 
afterward l)ecame worse and died from the results of the blov/, after, I suppose, nearly 
a month. 

(^>u(.'itioi(. Was this c(dored man arrested in the first place for the assault ? 

Jnsu'cr. Yes, sir, he was ai rested, carried before the mayor, and required to give 
bonds in slOO. The acting mayor, who was a democrat, fixed that amount of bail for 
his api>earance. The man appeared at the time designated. 

Q(a.siio}L At that time it was su]>posed that the injury to Stillings was small? 

^tnsH-cr. It was snpi)os<Ml that it was not serious. 

(Jucsiion. Ihit he did eventually, in about a month, die from that blow? 

Aui>urr. In several weeks, Ithiuk about a month. 

Qurstlon. And then this colored man was arrested and put in jail? 

Ansu-er. Yes, sir, h(5 was put in jail on a charge of murder. 

Qi«)^fkni. What time was that ? 

Answer. I think it was in the month of March last that the striking occurred; that 
is my recollection. These disguised men came to take the man from jail, during the 
session of our circuit court, which began the latter part of March or the first of April. 

Qifcstion. Then it was not very long after he was first confined on this charge of 
jnurder f 

Anj<w€r. These men came very soon after he was confined. 
Qia\<<tiou. The jailer made such resistance that they went away? 

Answer. Yes, sir. The jailer told them he Avould fire upon them if they endeavored 
to break into the jail; tliat he would not surrender the keys. 
Questio}!. Was the colored man removed to some other place? 
Ain-iwer. He was removed to Selma. 
(Juestion. Is he still in jail? 
Answer. He is still in jail in Selma. 

Question. Go on and state any other mstances of the appearance of disguised men, 
and what they have done in your county since they first appeared there last winter. 

^tnswer. About May, a colored man by the name of Isaac Hall was taken out and 
whii)ped. 

(Ji(.cst(on. Where did he live ? 

Ayiswcr. In my county. 
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Question. How far from your place ? 

Atmver. between fifteen and twenty miles. I will state hero in rej^ard to all the 
whippings which I shall speak of, that, thongh I heard of them soon after their occurrence, 
I got more explicit information from the representative in the legislature from my 
coimty, after I was summoned to appear here. When I received an order to come to 
this jilace, it was just before the meeting of the board of regents of the State Uni- 
versity, of which 1 am a member. 

Question, Were you required to attend that meeting ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; it was my duty to attend there. It was a very important meeting 
of the regents. While I was there I told this man, who is a colored man named Alex- 
ander Curtis, to get this information and give it to me. 

Question. He is a representative in your legislature ? 

Anmrer. Yes, sir. He is a man of unusual intelligence for a colored man ; and his 
character for veracity and integrity is as good as that of any man I know of in the 
county. I think that all persons of all parties would give him that character. He 
and I talked over these cases. I have mentioned the first case, that of Isaac Hall, who 
was taken out and whipped about the 1st of May. The cause for whicji he was 
whipped, as this colored representative in his examination found out, was that he was 
an active republican. 

Question. Was there any charge of misconduct against him? 

Answer. None that I heard. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. Did this colored man pretend to know these facts himself, or did he gather 
them second-hand ? 

Ans^cer. He was not present when the whippings occurred. He either saw the par- 
ties or persons who had seen the- parties who were whipped. 

By the Ciiairjian, (Mr. Pol.vnd :) 
Question. Yon heard of these cases by report ? 
Answer. I heard of them immediately on their occurrence. 

Question. And you sent this man to get the particulars about each of these cases ? 

Answer. Y"es, sir; I got him to secure for me the particulars. There is no sort of 
question — it is just as certain as that I sit on this chair — that those occurrences took 
place. 

Question. Was Hall severely beaten ? 

Ansiver. Not severely, so far as I know. I do not know the extent of the beating. I pre- 
sume it was not very severe. The next case was that of Alfred Darling, a colored man, 
who was beaten in February for the same cause ; and he was very terribly beaten. In 
this case I received information, also, from the senator from Hale County, which is just ^ 
west of the county of Perry, having been made from a portion of it. The senator from 
Halg lives near the edge of Perry. 

Question. And near this man who was beaten ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. He told me he saw this man Darling himself, and that he was very 
terribly beaten. 

Question. Why was that done ? 

Answer. There was no charge against him so far as I know, and I have been unable to- 
hear of any. I asked Mr. Johnson, the senator from Hale, who is a white man, and he^ 
said he knew of none. 

Question. Did you understand from what you learned that these men who did this 
act alleged any reason for doing it ? 

Ansiver. Nothing that I heard. I will say that as to the character of this man, Alfred 
Darling, I inquired of persons who lived in his neighborhood— white men who are 
democrats — and they represented him to be a good man, as having a better character, 
than colored men generally have. ^ 

Question. And you never heard in any way of any allegation against him ? 

Answer'. I have heard no allegation against him. The next case is that of Monie 
Hartley alul her son, who were shot about the middle of April. 

Question. Do you mean that they were killed ? 

Answer. No, sir; they were both shot and wounded. 

Question. How far from your place did that happen f 

Anmrer. 1 think about fifteen miles. 

Question. Was this done by a body of disguised men ? 

Answer. It was done by a body of men who are supposed to have l>een the same body 
that Avero in Marion, my town. My information is, that it occurred the morning afteV 
the appearance of these men in Clarion. It occurred early in the morning. 

Question. Do you understand why this was done, whether there was any charge 
against these per^sons who were shot ? 

Answer. There was no charge whatever, that I know or have heard-. 

Question. Do you know anything as to the character of this woman and her son? 
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Ansn'cr. Nothing at all. 
Questiou. Not by report even? 

Ansirer. No, sir; not even by report. The circuiustanees, as I heard them detailed, 
were that these men vrere passin^i^ alon^^. Thvy of eonrse excited the curiosity of theso 
negroes, Avho were standing in their yard looking at them. 

Question. And the men lirt d upon them ? 

Jiisu'cr. And they were lired iijjon by the men. 

Quetition. Can you mention any other case? 

^liiawer. The next ease is that c^f a woman named Katie La Groiie. She had boon 
living with a gentleman named lilacklnnn, l)nt had l^'ft his employment. She was 
whi]>i)ed, an<l told by the men who whipi)ed her — disguised men — tliat she must go 
bjK-k to ^Ir. Blackburn's lionse. This occurred the last of ]May. 1 saw Mr. Blackburn 
myself and asked him in regard to it. He told me there was no doubt of the thing- 
having been done. 

Qui'.'ition. Do you understand that tliere Avas any allegation of misconduct or crimi- 
nality against this woman / 

Jn.siver. Nothing, so jar as I know, further than that she had left the employment of 
this man. That was thc^ cause, as 1 was informed, that was assigned for the punish- 
ment l)y the VAcn who ])unish(Hl her. 

Quistion. State any other case. 

^lusurr. There was aimther case which occurred either on the edge of my own county 
or in Bibb ('(mnty ; I am not ijositive wliich. The x'crson who was killed was at tho 
house of his brother-in-law; and cither he or his brother-in-hnv was named Great- 
house. On the edge of Bibb or of 1^'rry County there* liA'ed a white man who had em- 
])loy('d a colored man that had '[oi't Uio <'mi)loy ot another white man. A body of men 
in (lisgnise visited this coloi-ed man and told him he must go back into the employment 
of his former employer. lie refused to (h) so. Afterward this colored man was whipped 
by a body of men in disguise. The gentleman with whom he was then living was 
very indignant at his Ix'ing whiijped lieeiiiise lie was in his employment. He stated to 
the colored man, " If you (h'sire to leave me and go back to your former emjdoyer, you 
may go: but I shall not discharge you.*' The negro refused to go. A body of dis- 
guised men canu'. to the house. 1 nnjst say that this Case, I think, had no political 
asjjcct at alL 'I'he house was a log hons(% and there wei-e two men in it, tln^ owner of the 
house and his l>rother-in-hiw. The disguised men lired ; and the two men in the house 
lii'ed u]i()n them and wounded two of them very sc'vei'ely. The wounded men were car- 
ried ofi", liowexcr. It was seen by the blood next morning that two had been wounded. 
Wiien the men inside the house liad discharg( d their guns, one of the disguised men 
on the outside knowing that thcii" guns were em])ty. stepp( d u}) to the house, shot one 
of the ])ersons in the house, and killed him ; sliot him just in the thorax. The informa- 
tion in regnid to this cas(^. v/as given to me by a State senator. Mr. Johnson, of Halo 
County. It occurred not far from the jdace of his residence. Hale, Bibb, and Perry 
ai«' adjacent counties. 

Qucfiiion. Can you state any other case ? 

Jif^irc)'. Those are the only cases that occurred in the immediate vicinity of my 
county that yt>u have not been informed about, I presume. There was the case of 
(xcorge A. Clark, who was very severely treated in Sumter County, in the fall of 1870. 
Shall I state what he told me 

Qu(:<ih)}). Yes, sir. 

Ausiver. This gentleman states that he is an Englishman, still a subject of Great 
Britain ; that ]u) was teaching a negro schocd in Sumter ; that a l)and of men took him 
out, whii)ped him very severely — terribly; shot him and hung him. They supposed, 
he says, that hewas'di^ad. They let him down; he was insensible; he recovered, 
however, crawled oil, made his escape and came to my county. I was the su})erintoud- 
ent of education for my county at that time, and I gave him em]doyment. He is now 
teaching a negro school in my*^county. This occurred in the fall of 1870. Mr. Clark 
can be had if lie is desired. 

Que^iiio)}. V/hy did these men treat him in this way ? 

Juhinr. He stated that they did it because he was teaching a negro school. 
Qucsiiov. Hid y(m understand fiom him that that was what tliey said to him? 
Jnswer. Yes, sir ; that was the cause assigned. 

QuetiUoii. Do you understand that theie was no other charge against him? 
Answer. None other that I know of 1 got my information in regard to it from him 
alone. 

Quesiion. Have you heard of the occurrence otherwise? 
Answer. Y(;s, sir. 

Qiiestion. But the particulars of it you obtained from him ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. When 1 was in Tuscaloosa to take part in reorganizing the uni- 
versity, I^rofessor Whittield, a prolessor in the institution, gave me some letters which 
I have here, which were addressed to studeuts of the university. There were only a 
verv few students there. These letters had a string tied aroimd them, and were hung 
27 • 
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upon this dagger, [witness produces a dagger,] which was stuck into one of the doors 
of the university. This is the instrument given to me by Professor Whitfield, and 
these are the letters [producing letters] which were addressed to tlie students, order- 
ing them to leave. One of these students was the son of Ex-Governor Smith. 

Question. Read the letters. 

Answer. They are as follows : 

" David Smith : Yoahavo received one notice from us, and this shall be our last. 
You nor no other d — d sou of a d — d radical traitor shall stay at our university. Leave 
here in less than ten days, for in that time wo will visit the place and it will not bo 
well for you to be found out there. The State is ours and so shall our university be. 

" Written by the secretary by order of the Klan." 

" Seavey : You have received one notice from us to leave. This is the last. We 
will.be out in force in less than ten days, and it will not bo good for you to bo found 
out there. We aro resolved it shall not be carried on under the present faculty. Some 
have been wise enough to take our warning. Do the same. 
The Klan." 

Charles ^kluxCEL : You had better get back where you came from. We don't want 
any d — d Yank at our colleges. In less than ten days we will come to see if you obey 
our warniug. If not, look out for hell, for d — n you, we will show you that you shall 
not stay, you nor no one else, in that college. This is your first notice ; let it bo your 
last. 

" The Klan by the secretary." 

Hartox : They say you are of good democratic family. If you are, leave the 
university and that quick. We don't intend that the concern shall run any longer. 
This is the second notice you have received ; you will get no other. In less than ten 
days we intend to clean out the concern. We will have good southern men there or 
none. 

" By order of the K. K. K." 

This Charles Muncel, to whom one of the letters was addressed, was a young man 
from the State of New York, as I was informed by the faculty. The letters were inclosed 
in one envelope, addressed — 

"K. K. K., 

"Students University." 
Question, These letters were all left at the door at one time ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they were all tied together. The persons to whom they were ad- 
dressed were students of the university. 

Question. And the letters were fastened to the door by this dagger ? 

Ansxcer. Yes, sir. 

Quest ion. When was that ? 

Answei\ I cannot be positive as to the time. 

Question. Was it recently ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; this year. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question, Did those students leave ? 
Answer. They left. They were smart enough for that. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Polaxd:) 
Question, These young men have all gone ? 

Answa\ There were no students in the university when wo went there to reorganize 
the faculty in June. 

Question. You have spoken of the election in your county in January, and have said 
that there were bodies of men riding about in your town two or three nights before 
the election. Was there about that election anything peculiar, anything different 
from what you had before ? 

Answer, I do not know that I understand what you moan by "peculiar." 

Question. Was there anything peculiar about the i^olls? Were there men there 
armed ? 

Answer. Not at that election, so far as I know. The republican who was voted for 
did not appear at all. I think he was afraid to come on the ground. The public 
feeling at that election was very different from what it was at tlie fall election— the 
State election. 

Question. What caused the difference? Give us your opinion about that matter. 

Answa-, My opinion is just this: The counties of Greene and Sumter, in West 
Alabama, were strongly republican up to the last fall election. At that time, one of 
those counties— my recollection is it was Sumter— gave 600 democratic majority, when 
there had been before that nearly 2,000 republican majority, though I will not be posi- 
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tive as to the luiraljer. The county of Greene also gave a democratic majo^^t3^ 
altliongh very much sinaller than that j^jiveii hy Snmter. It had bccu one of the 
largcs^t republican counties in the State. My opinion is that the success of the course 
pursued in Greene and Sumter, by wliieh those counties ^vere vv^rested from the 
republicans and made to give democratic majorities, was seen in our county and that 
it was the same spirit. 

Question. What do you refer to? What had been done in those counties? 

Jumxr. There had been a great deal of violence and intimidation there. It had 
been x>erfectly horrible. Numbers of men had been killed in those counties, and all of 
them republicans. 

(JucHtion. Did the appearance of these armed bodies of men in your county produce a 
similar effect there ? 
Anmrer, Upon the colored people? 
Question. Yes, sir. 

Anmrr. Yes, sir, it ^lany of tlie leading colored people told me that they never 

intended to vote, or to liave anytliing to do again with an election in my county. 
Question. Were they intinudated ? 

Ansiver. They were intimidated, unquestionably, not only with reference to that elec- 
tion, but as to future elections. At an election held early in March iu my town — a mu- 
nicipal election — a number of armed mm were around the polls, and tliey did what our 
laws positively prohibit. Voters were challenged. Men who were reg'stered by 
democratic registrars wen^ refns(Ml the privilege of voting ; their votes were challenged, 
v.'hich is contrary to the laws of our State. The registration was going on at the time 
of t)ie elct tion ; it had not been entirely completed, and I know of several men who 
came with certilicates of registration from ;i democratic registrar, who were challenged. 
My father-in-law, as strong a democrat as there is in any State, (but I believe him to be 
an honest man, and on(^ wlio woukl do justice to all men,) was oik^ of ilie registrars. 
Negroes wouhl go to these registrars, who would (piestion them, and if, in th(!ir opinion, 
t\ioy were entitk'dto registration, th;\v wouhl register them and give them certilicates. 
There wen^ printed lists of those registered ])rior to that time. A number of men who 
W('r(^ sent with those certilicates were refused the privilege of voting; their votes 
Vvcre challenged, although our State law positively prohibits it. 

Question. And they were not allowed to vote * 

Answer. They were not allowed to vote. 

Question. Do you know whether, in consequence of this feeling which prevaile d In 
your county, nuui staid away in any considerable numbers, and did not oiler to vote? 

Answer. This was a municipal election, not a county election. Men did stay away. I 
know a very intelligent white man, a repnldican, who staid away on that account. 
He told me so. 

Question. You have stated various acts of violence committed iu your county. In 
how many ca.ses have the parties been })rosecuted ? 

Ansu-erl Not (»ne that I know of. I can safely say that in my county (I do not know 
how it may be in other jdaces) I do not know of a single ease in wdiich there has been, 
a i)rosecuti()n, I think that none of the parties have been xirosccuted. It is proper to 
say that some of these eases have occurred since our court adjourned ; I want to make 
no erroneous impression. But those that occurred before the adjournment of our court 
were not prosecuted. 

Question. You have, I suppose, as we have elsewhere, a process of bringing a man 
charged with crime before a magistrate ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have there been any such proceedings ? 
Answer. No steps of that kind' have been taken, so far as I know. 
Question. Do you know why nothing has been done in the way of prosecuting for 
those offenses ? 

Answer. I suppose that, as these men were in disguise, it was not known who com- 
mitted the deeds. The prosecuting attorney for our county is a very able and very de- 
termined man, and I do not tliink he would hesitate to prosecute if he knew the 
parties. I rf'fer now to the cases of whi])pings. As to these challenges of votes, v/e 
have had no court since that was done. 1 spoke with our county solicitor in reference 
to that maUer. I told him the law had been violated, and remark(Ml, " I try to obey 
the law^ myself, and think other men ought to do the same." He remarked that it was 
useless to prosecute for challenging the votes. 

Question. You have given us a statement of what has transpired in your county. 
Has the condition of things in other parts of the State during the last year been simi- 
lar ? What information have yon upon that point ? 

Answer. From the best information I can obtain, there are several counties of the 
State of Alabama in which during the last year there was very great intimidation and 
violence. I do not believe that any candid man of any politics could say that there 
was a fair expression of the political sentiments of the ])eople of Greene and Sumter 
Counties iu the last election. 
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Question. What prevented a fair expression of the popular sentiment? 
ybmccr. The violence that had been i)erpetrated before the election. 
Question. What sort of violence ? 

Answer. The killing; and whipping of persons by men in disguise. Citizens of Greene 
County told rao they knew colored men who had not slept in their houses for a month, 
because they were afraid to sleep there. Mr. Hays, one of the Representatives in Con- 
gress from our State, told me he knew colored men who had not slept in their houses 
for a month. I was elected to the board of education last fall. I wanted to canvass 
Sumter and Greene in that election, and my friends told mo that I could not do it ; that 
I would endanger my life if I did. Up to that time I had had none of that feeling. 
Up to October, 1870, I felt that there was no part of the American continent where I 
could not express my sentiments freely. 

Question. Was this thing confined to Greene and Sumter Counties ? , 
Answer. No, sir ; there has been violence elsewhere. As I have been informed, (and 
it is true beyond all question,) a large number of men have been killed in Tuscaloosa 
County. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. Have any been whipped ? 

Answer. Others have been whipped. The same thing has been done in Pickens 
County. The violence in the four counties I have named has been greater than in any 
other portion of the State in my section. We are, as you will find by reference to thi? 
map, separated very much from Northern Alabama. Until very recently we have had 
no railroad ruiming through the State connecting the northern and southern portions. 
My information is confined to those counties which are nearest to me. All the counties 
1 have named are in the fourth congressional district — the district that voted for me 
as a member of the board pf education. The members of the board are elected by 
congressional districts. 

Question. By the people ? 

Answer. By'tho i^eople in the congressional districts. The same counties that com- 
pose a congressional district elect a member of the board of education once in two 
years. 

By Mr. Beck : 
Question. Who represents your district in Congress ? 
Aiisiver. Mr. Hays. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 

Question. Was there a perceptible change in the votes of the counties you have 
named in the last election If 

Answer. I suppose you have the records of the votes of these counties and of the 
State here somewhere. 

Question. I would like you to state generally the results of that election. 

Ayiswer, Sumter and Greene Counties were among the largest republican counties in 
that congressional district. I say they wore among the largest ; they were not the 
largest. That district is in what is known as the " Black Belt." My recollection is 
that Greene gave about 2,500 majority for General Grant, and Sumter in the neighbor- 
hood of 2,000. Last year, Sumter gave a large democratic majority, and Greehe a 
democratic majority. 

Question. Is it your belief that this change in the vote was produced by the terror 
and intimidation of which you have spoken ? 

Answer. I have no sort of doubt in the world that it was. I believe it as firmly as I 
believe in the existence of my Maker. 

Question. Do you believe that these acts of violence and this terrorism were gotten 
by^ these bodies of men for that purpose? 

Amiver. 1 believe that they were gotten up for the purpose of influencing the 
elections. 

Question. How was it in regard to the other counties you have named? 
Answer. 1 have the same opinion in regard to them. 

Question. Do you know whether the law has been enforced against any of these men 
in any of the counties you have named? * 

Ansicer. So far as I know, or have been informed, not one man has been i^unished by 
the State laws for these outrages. 

Question. What is your belief as to the causes of the non-enforcement of the law 
against them ? 

Ansiver. 1 think that in many cases it is because the men are in disguise. In the 
county of Greene the solicitor was killed. Doubtless you have all heard of the atrocious 
assassination of Mr. Boyd at niglit by a body of men variously stated at from fifty to 
fioveiity-five. The opinion of citizens of Greene in regard to the killing, as given to 
me, is, that the cause of his death was that he was endeavoring to ferret out some 
ovitrages which had been previously committed. 
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By Mr. Pool : 
Qi}(stion, By disguised mcu ? 

AHSii'tr. By%lisgnised im^n. There is auotlier theory in re^ijard to the cause of his 
asb;issinatioii. state all that I have lieard in regard to the matt-er. The other 

theory, as oiven me hy Chancellor Clarke and his sou, who are most excellent geiitle- 
iiK-n of high intelligence and iuteg;*ity, is, that Boyd himself, previous to the war, had 
connnitted a homicide, and either suffered the penalty, or was acquitted ; I do not know 
which. He may have hccn tried and acquitted, or convicted and pardoned. Some 
persons in (xreem^ County think that the men who assassinated him ■svere friends of tho 
man whom he had killed. 

By the CiiAiu:\rAX, (Mr. Poland:) 
QiKstiov. Do yoti l)eli<'ve that one cause of the failure to prosecute these nieu has been 
the fear of violence entertained hy those whose duty it was to prosecute? 

jHsircr. I do not thinlc that the solicitor of my county has any fear of that sort. 
(Jiu.-^tioii. How is it in these other connties / 

Auf^iro: I have no donht that that is the case. I cannot state it as a fact ; hut that 
is my opinion. I v/ill state that, jierhaps, we have in my eounty the ahh^st solicitor in 
the State, a man of very siqierior ahility, and fearless in the discharge of his duty. 

(JucMiou. Have you heard of these hodies of disguised men in other i)arts of the 
State? 

Jusirvr. Yes, sir, I have. I have heard of th<»m in several counties north of me, in 
St. Clair and Walker. 

(Jiu\slio}t. Have the results been similar ? 

Jusirir, Yes, sir, they have lu'oduced similar results. 

(hicdlon. Have you any knowledge or general judgment from the transactions as to 
the extent of this organization ? • 

A)t-^u-(T. I have no knowledge exce])t w^hat I have gathered from the (q^inions of 
others. I never myself saw a Ku-Khix. 

(jHcstioiL From all the information that you have in relation to the api)earance and 
( builnct of these ])ands of men, wliat is your judgment in regard to the genei'ality of 
an organization of that kind ? 

Avsiro'. I tliink these men were, last fall and winter, organized in the counties I have 
spo];en of, Greene, Sumter, Pickens, and Tuscaloosa; whc^ther the organization is in 
existence at this time 1 <lo not know. But I have no doubt at all that there was a 
systematic organization of these men last year. 

(Jiu'i^tloiK For what pnr]K)se ? With what intent ? 

Aiisivcr, y\y opinion is that their intent was to influence the State election of 1870. 

^Jtu'^fiou. Upon what class of men have these acts of violence, whippings, murders, 
<^c.. been committed 

An.^)rcr. They are not connuitted by the best men by any means. 

O'tist'iou. I ask, upon wh:it class of men are tliey committed ? Who are the victims 
ctf them ? 

Aay.irn'. Tlicy are most generally negroes; negroes or v/hite men who arc republicans. 

(Ju'y4k})i. Do these acts of violence seem, as a general rule, to be committed only 
against re})ublicaiis, cither white or colored? 

A}hun-rv. Yes, sir, as a general rule. The exceptions of which I spoke are the only 
cases within luy knowledge where the violence was committed upon any other than 
re])nblicans. 

(Jifrstio)}. That case yon said you thought had no political significance whatever? 
Avsicer. In my opinion, it had not. 

(Jiici^tiou. How is'it in regard to the expression of opinion in portions of your State 
by re])ublicans? 

\lvs<ircr. Well, as I havi^ stated, u]> to last fall, I felt I could go in any part of Southern 
Alab:nna, or anywhere else in the State, or in the TTnion, and express my sentiments 
without let or hinderance. But I believe^, that last fall it would have cost a republican 
his life to have gone alone and without protection to some portions of Greene, Sumter, 
Tuscaloosa, and Pickens Counties, and made republican speeches. That is my honest 
belief. 

Qiu'siwn. Do you know anything*" of recent transactions of the character we arc now 
inquiring about ? 

AihstrcT, My country has been morc^ quiet since the wint-er ; all of our State, I think, 
has been more quiet ; I think tliere lias been more quiet in our section of the State 
during this last spring than for some months previous. 

Qiustlon. Have yon any theory as to how that has been produced ? 

Answer. I think'^it may be attributable partly to two causes. On<', I think, is that 
there is no political excitement now, no eh^ction pending in the immediate future ; 
and. in the second place, I think it is possible, and even probahh^, that the ]\tss:ige by 
Congress of the bill -under which there was an elfort made to give }irotcction t^j :'xce 
thouglit and fi'cc si)eech in the South may have had its influence. 
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Question, And this state of greater security is general, so far as you know ? 
Ansiver, Through my section of the State it is ; and so far as I know throughout tha 
State. 

Qiiebtion. This feeling of apparent hostility, of which you speak, is it against any- 
body who votes the republican ticket, or is it only against the colored people who voto 
that ticket ? 

Answei\ It is against anybody who is actively a republican. 

Question. Is there any special hostility to negro suffrage— to negroes exercising tho 
riglit to vote ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the democratic party of my State, and, so far as I have been ablo 
to get information, elsewhere, are very much opposed to negfo suffrage. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. Has anybody been killed in your county by disguised men ? 
Ansioe)'. Nobody that I know of. 
Question. Nobody that you have heard of? 

Anstver. Nobody that I have heard of. I think I can safely say that nobody has been 
killed in my county, unless the killing of Grcathouse occurred in Perry County. It 
was on the edge of either Perry or Bibb. 

Question, He was a democrat ? 

Answer. That was my information. That case was not political in its aspect. It was, 
as I understood, a difficulty growing out of the hiring of a negro. 
Question. You yourself never saw a disguised man ? 

Ansiver. 1 never saw a Ku-Klux. I have seen disguised men, but never saw such as 
you allude to — a Ku-Klux in disguise. 

Question. You never saw any of these bands of men going about in the night ? 
A nswer. Never any of the disguised men that you speak'of. 

Question. And the information you have as to many of the cases you have given 
comes directly or indirectly from the parties who were chastised ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And they all, of course, deny that there was any reason for it ? 
Answer. There was no reason given. 

Question. Is it not almost certain that the persons who had been chastised, no matter 
what Avas tho cause, would assert that there was -no reason ? Is not that the ordinary 
course of things when a statement comes from such a source? 

Answer. That might be true ; but the laws of our State do not permit a body of men 
to go out and chastise such persons as they may select. If individuals violate the 
laws, there are laws to punish them for such violation. 

Question. There is certainly no dispute about that ,* but the person who is chastised 
i« sure to say that lie has been guilty of no offense, is he not ? 

Answer. Well, I do not know, sir. 

Question. Suppose a person were whipped illegally and wrongfully, because he had 
burned a barn or a dwelling-house in the night-time, and it could not be proved upon 
him ; would that be as great an outrage as if he had been whipped when he had done 
no such thin^ ? 

Anstver. Of course not. 

Question. Do you think tho outrage would be equally great? 

Answer. 1 do not ; I have no doubt that a man who would burn a barn or commit a'^ 
theft or anything of that sort would say he had committed no offense if whij^pcd 
for it. 

Question. Several cases you mentioned were cases of violence upon women — whip- 
ping them, &c.? 

• Answer. There was one case where a woman was sbot — she and her son and one 
woman was whipped. 

Question. Do you suppose that those women were mixed up with i^olitics ? 
Answer. No, sir ; not at all. 

Question. Then you think that tho men who did those whippings did them either 
from pure wantonness 

Answer. One woman was shot and another whipped. In the case of the whipping, tho 
cause given by the ])arties who whipped the woman was, as I understood, that she had 
left the employment of Mr. Blackburn and gone away from him. She was whipi)ed, 
and went hack. 

Question. There was no politics in that? 

Answer. None at all. 

Question. As to the case of the other woman,'what was said about that? 
Answtr. ^ly understanding was that a party of disguised men were riding along, and 
they shot at and hit this woman and her child. 
Quesiion. Tiiat was an accident, you think? 
Answer. No, t>ir; I do not think so. 

Question. You think they just shot at her because they could shoot? 
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Ansu'tv. I suppose so. It was n piece of wnntoiinoss, I think. If I had thought it 
\Yas tin accident, I shonhl have said so at first. I am a southern man, and I say noth- 
mfja against niy people unless T feel compelled to say it. 

Quesiion, Those letters to the, hoys at the university, were they never traced to any 
source ? 

Answer. None tliat I know of. Xo effort was made, so far as I know, to trace theni 
\o any source. They are all evidently written hy the same person, I think. The cir- 
cumstances were just as I have detailed them. They were found hanging to a dagger, 
which was stuck in one of the doors of the university. There was a string tied round 
the letters, and they were luing on the dagger. 

Qiicsi'wn. Did any disguised men ever come to that university? 

Ausircr. None that I know of. 

Quefilum. You never heard of any being there? 

Answer. I never h.eard of any. 

Qifcstion. Those three hoys all left ? 

Ans2rcr. There were four. I do not know whether they all left at once; they all left, 
however. 

(Jucsiion. Does it not strike yon that a hoy wlio wanted to get away from school might, 
as a very ready means of getting away, give himself notice in that manner, and get off 
on the strength of it ? 

Answer. It may he so, hut I have no idea that it is true in this case — none in the world. 
If you had lived in that country, and knev,' what has been said about the university, 
and what has been done in regard to it, you would think as I do in reference to this 
matter. 

Question. But no disguised men ever came th:^re? 

Ansjrer. Not that I know or have heard of. The university is situated at Tuscaloosa, 
some forty or fifty milc3 from where I reside. 

Ques'/wi. You got information from Mr. Hays about the condition of things in his 
district i 

Ansirer. !Mr. Hays told me in the canvass of last fall that it would not be safe for mo 
to go into GKH'iie or Sumter County to make a speech. II(i told me there was no fair 
exi)ression of opinion in Greene and Sumter Counties in the last election, nor in Pickens 
and Tuscaloosa. 

Quesiion. Do you not know that Mr. Hays himself is ])erhaps as odious i)ersonally us 
any other mnn in his district, and do you not know that lie made speeches ? 

Answer. He did not make any speeches in the last election in Greene and Sumter 
Counties. I do not know that he attempted to make but one speech in Greene, and 
then he was mobbed. 

Quesiion. AVhere was that? 

Answer. At Eutaw. 

Question. Do you know that he att(nnpted to make a speech there ? 
Answer. 1 heard Governor Snnth say so. 

Question. Did he tell you that he attempted to make a speech ? 

Answer. Not that he attempted to make a speech, but that he got on the table and 
was pulled down. lie was going to adjourn the meeting, I think he said. Governor 
I*arsons and Senator Warner had spoken. 

Quesiion. Your last general (dection was last fall? 

Answer. Yes, sir; there has been none since that time. 

Question. And j;t that time the condition of alfairs in your section of the country was 
l)erfectly quiet? 

Answer. Not in my country; but in my county at that time it was perfectly quiet, 
and the election was perfectly fair. Surater and Greene are in my region of country. 
Quesiion. Have the whites or the blacks the majority in your county? 
Ansu-er. The majority of Idacks is very large, 
Quesiion. Are the officials in your county republicans? 

Answer. Most of them are not now. There were republicans elected. The probate 
judge, the sheriff, and the circuit clerk (those are all I now recollect) resigned and 
went away this year; or, rather, the sherifi'went avray last year. 

Question. AVhen v/ere tliey elected ? 

Ansiver. In l^ijS. 

Quesiion. Had their terms of otTice expired ? 

Answer. No, sir; those men h-lY. They sold their offices. The probate judge sold his 
for several thousand dolhirs. The tirst sheriff went otf Avithout selling his office at all. 
His successor sold his oflice for sl,000 ov $l,r)00. The circuit ck'rk sold his office for 
some amount which I do not know. When I say they sold tlieir offices, I mean they 
sold the fees upon their books and their unexpii'cd terms of office. The probate judge 
had a large amount of fees upon his books, not as much, however,.by a eonsi(h}rabl(i 
amount, as he received for his oirice. 

Question. Is such a proceeding as that in accordance with the laws of Alabama? 

Answer. A democraiic governor a2)pointcd their successoi:.s. I am not a. knvyer. 
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By the Chairman, (Mr. Pol-\nd :) 
Qiic^iion. The republicans sohl and democrats bought ? 

AnsH'cv. Yes, sir ; a democratic governor appointed the men, who bought tho offices, 
who were dcmoci'ats. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Quesiioiu Is such a proceeding in accordance with the laws of Alabama? 
An8\m\ I do not think it is. It certainly is not in accordance with my views of 
right. 

Question. A man has no right to sell an office ? 

Answer. I do not think so ; but, as I told you, I am no lawyer. 

Qiusiion. Is that a fair sample of the character of men who have generally been hold- 
ing office in Alabama ? 

Ansiccj'. Tho three men who sold their offices were good officers. Judge Williams, 
the probate judge, was a most excellent and efficient officer. A more honorable man I 
do not know anywhere. The circuit clerk was by common acceptation acknowledged 
to be the best circuit clerk we ever had in our county. The iirst sheriif under the new 
regime was not au efficient officer, because ho was a dissipated man. His successor, who 
was a republican, resigned, and Governor Smith, just before going out of office, 
appointed a successor, which gave rise to tho vacancy I have spoken of in the senatorship, 
the senator being ai)pointed sheriff. His successor, Mr. Wyman, was a clever man and 
a good officer. He told me that the office was not as profitable an office as he exxiected, 
and h*e sold it. He sold, for ?1,000 or $1,500, I think, his office and the fees upon his 
books. Those fees, however, were not as large as the amount i)aid in any instance. 

Questiov. What became of those men ? 

Answer. They have gone north. 

Question. Where ? 

Ansivei'. One has gone to Missouri, one to Ohio, and one to Wisconsin. 
Question. They were not citizens of your State except temporarily ? 
^inswer. They vm^to not citizens of our State till after the war. 

Question. Were they not Freedmen's Bureau agents and officials who came down 
there 1f 

A7mccr. I do not think that either of them was a Freedmen's Bureau agent. I believe 
they were all Union soldiers, and most of them officers^ who had been stationed in our 
country. 

Question. And elected W'iiile so stationed there? 

Answer. O, no. The two Williamses — the sheriff and the probate judge — rented land 
and farmed for some time before they were elected. Mr. Wj^man, who was State sena- 
tor — I do not know what he did. I did not know him till he was elected. 

Question. Did not the great bulk of the men who got into office in your State in 1^68 , 
belong to the class known as *^ carpet-baggers," men who came there for no other pur- 
pose than to get office, and who generally got it? 

Answer. I will give you my ideas about that. In 1868 a large number of men who were 
incompetent and unworthy to hold office were elected. There is no question about that. 
Among that number of incompetents there were both carx^et-baggers " and natives; 
perhaps a majority of the incompetents were what you call ^' carpet-baggers." But many 
of the officers who were elected at that time were as efticicnt as any officers who ever * 
eerv^ed any State. There were many who were otherwise. It would be useless for me to> 
undertake to explain how that grew up. It grew out of a variety of causes. We 
might talk au hour upon that point. In the first place, the republicans had not as large 
a class of men to select from as I wish they had had. I believe that if we had had all 
our people to select from, we would have obtained as a general thing a better class of 
officers. I have no question about that at all. Some of tho men who were elected in 
18G8 were unprincipled men — as much so as any that ever disgraced any country.. 
Others were men of as much honor, integrity, and ability as ever filled office in an'y^ 
State. I believe that if there had been no disfranchisement — if in the reconstruction 
of our State we had had all the people to select from, it would have been greatly 
better for us and greatly better for the State. Fewer bad officers Avould have been 
elected. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. You have not all to select from even now ? 
Answei'. No, sir; unfortunately we have not. 

By Mr. Bkck : 

Question. Was it not a matter of very serious complaint with the great mass of your 
people that large numbers of men who were not of you at all, who had not come among 
you to become bona fide citizens, together with the race that had been enfranchised by 
acta of Congress— the negroes, I mean— should have attempted to init upon you a con- 
stitution disfranchising so much of the intelligence of the State? 

Answer. It had a bad effect ; there is no doubt about that ; and, as I told you, it had 
this effect upon me— that I opposed the constitution. 
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Qu(>^{io}L Tliat was one of the reasons you opposed it ? 
Athsirrr. That was the reason why I dkl oppose it. 
Qiusihn. You entered your jirotest against it ? 

Attxn'cy. Yes, sii" ; I had my protest entered on the journal of the convention. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Quvsiio}!. It disfranchised yon ? 

^'Uhsirer. Xo, sir ; I had not been in office before the war. I was not disfranchised by 
the fourteenth ameudnient. 

By Mr. Bi: ck : 

Qiif.'^iioii. "What would bo the efi'eet of general amnesty upon yonr comnumity ? 
A)}sn'cr. ]Most salutary. 
(Jne^tiou, In what lu^gard ? 

^iusnur. In every respect in which a country can be T)euefited. I think general am- 
nesty would benefit our country, and particularly our section. I think it would 
remove a great deal of th(^ hard feeling now existing; and I am honest in the belief 
tliat it wouhl greatly aid in sup]>ressiug these disorders, Avhich are terrible, and which 
I hM)k upon with tlie deei)est regret, for I am a southern man, and have as nmcli pride 
in my (n)untry as any man. 

QiK.^ftou. You think that these disorders largely grow out of the distinctions that 
are n()W kept u]) / 

J//.s?(Yr. I will ex])lnin how I think t*ese disorders grew np. In the first place. I 
T)elieve that great bittern(\ss was engendered auu)ng the white people by the disfrau- 
chisement of th(nr repn^sentative men ; and 1 think that that bitterness was greater 
toward the negro alter his enlVancliisement than it would have been if there had been 
no disfrancliiscmcnt of the whites. 1 think that this was the commenceuuMit of the 
trounl(\ The beginning of bitterness in our country was the disfranchisement of the 
whit(^s; and out of that grew, in a great measure, their oj^position to this movement 
of reconstruction. This, coupled Avith negro sulirage, was the origin of the difQculty. 
'J'h() white ])(M)])1(^ in our country, though they may accept what is known as the '^ne^v 
de])ai'tur(\" an' at heart unalteral)ly opposed, in n.iy opinion, to negro sulirage. This 
alone has carried me into the r(^])ubliean party, for I believ(\ that suffrage is necessary 
for tiu^ negroes ihv tluMr ]>rotection under our form of governiuent. 

QucyCfoit. And you thiidv that a lull restore.tiou ot till l ights to all your people would 
liave a benelieial effect 1' 

Jusnrr. I think it would have a nmst salutary inlluence. 

(Jiiesthm. You think that the p(H)ple would more cheerfully acquiesce in the new 
ordci" of things, and that a gn^at nuiny ttf the existing troubles would be removed ? 

An-^n-f)\ The trou))les in the south aic very great. I do not know that the removal 
of political disabilities would now correct them entirely. 

()ua-!i'H)n. Is it not yonr opinion that the measure would have a tendency in that 
direction ' 

Aih<!}vrr. Yes, sir; the tendency would be in that direction; it would have a most 
salutary etfeet. 

Qmsiion. It would aid in correcting the existing troubles? 

AusH-c)'. Yes, sir. I have been, as all my party friends know, an earnest advocate, 
<'ver siuee th(> war. for the removal of all disfranchisement from the southern people. 
1, myself, was in the conl'ederate army. \Viule I was a Uniou man before the war and 
did not favor secession, still, when it came to a light between my section and another, 
I went with my section ; and I did it honestly and heartily, as 1 have before stated. 

By Mr. Blair: 

Qur.'ifion. AVas not that the case with the great body of the southern people ? Were 
they not Union men at heart ' 

Aii.^in r. I think the majority of the people of my State were Union men. They were 
not allowed to vote, you recoHect, ni)ou the question of the secession of the State. It 
was nev(^r submitted to the people at all. If it had been, and if we could have 
had a fair canvass, (I do not know that a fair canvass could have been had,) I 
l)eliev(^ a majority of the ])eople of Alabama would have voted against secession. 
But the l(\aders of' that movement were bold nu'U ; they did not submit the question 
to the ])(H)ple ; and if i* had been submitted, I do not believe there Avould have been a 
free expression of opinion. 

By the Ciiairmax, (Mr. Poland :) 

Qnt'siiov. I would like to imptire a little further in regard to your university, and 
the state of things in connection with it. 

AifSH't'i\ Under our new constitution, the educational interests of the State are 
intrusted to a board of education, consisting of two members from each congressional 
district. Those members are elected lor four yeary^ one from each district being chosen 
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every two years. They are tbe regents of the State University. That university is 
maintained by the proceeds of public lands given by the United States Government to 
the State of Alabama for a university. Wo have an income of $24,000 a year. I may 
as ^vell state, by way of explanation, that the lands given by the United States were 
sold, and the money placed in the treasury of the State; but it was used; and the 
money for the support of this university is now raised by direct taxation upon the 
people. The trust fund for the benefit of the university is gone. It was lost in the 
banking operations of the State years ago. 

By Mr. Cobuen : 
Qucslion. How long ago ? 

Ansii'cr, A good many years ago — before I went into the State. 

By the Chairman, (^Ir. Poland :) 
Question. Before the war? 

A7mver. Long before the war. The State went into a banking system, and lost all 
the trust-funds it had — the pablic school fund, and the university fund. 

By Mr. ConuRN : 
Question. And the interest Is now supplied by direct taxation ? 

Answer, Not the full amount of the interest. After the loss to the State, the legisla- 
ture passed an act j>rovidino' that the State should give §18,000 a year to the univer- 
sity, paying that much in lieu of this other money ; but it was not half as much as 
the annual interest on the university fund would have been if it had been preserved. 
The university is now maintained in that way. Our public schools are maintained in 
the same way — by direct taxation upon the people, to replace moneys that should have 
accrued by the annual interest on a trust-fund, which trust-fund has been lost — ^lost 
long before the war. In 1868 that university went into the hands of this board of 
regents. Several members of the board were most unsuitable men for their positions ; 
they have not managed the university wisely or well. The ox^position to republican- 
ism has been, perhaps, as Strong and bitter m Tuscaloosa County as in any county of 
the State ; intolerance and proscription have, perhaps, in no ydvt of the State been 
stronger. There was a great opposition to the university under the rcyime under 
which it was then conducted. The professors told me that students, when they came 
there, were visited by persons of Tuscaloosa, and begged not to go to the university. 
Some, after having been sent there by their parents, were persuaded to go back, and 
did not matriculate. There has not been given to the university for its assistance and 
success that aid and encouragement Avhich are usually given to an institution of that 
kind by the town in which it is located. 

Question. Has this feeling of opposition to the success of the university under its 
present management assumed a party character ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, it liad assumed that character. But let me do justice to all, and say 
that the board of regents who lirst organized the university after the war did not act 
wisely or discreetly. They selected some very improper men, and men whom no people 
ought to have been satislied with, (there is no doubt in the world about that,) though 
they selected also some good men ; for instance, Mr.Tutwiler, who was selected by tliis 
old board of regents to the presidency, is a gentleman of high character and standing , 
in my State. He did not, however, accept the presidency. ^ 

By Mr. Coburn : 

Question. Is there any opposition there to the education of the colored people in fi'ee 
schools ? 

Answer. The men who were formerly slave-holders, are, in our section, the most 
intelligent men of the community. I want you to understand that in saying this, I 
pay no compliment to the system of slave-holding, because I now think the same about ; 
that as you do, though I did not before the war, as I then held slaves. The slave- 
holders of our country are the most intelligent men, because, as a class, they have had 
the means of acquiring intelligence. They, as a general thing, are not oj^posed to the 
education of the negro. The uneducated white man, and the man who in Iiis sphere 
of life is brought nearer to comjietition with the negro— that class of men are, in my 
opiuion, opposed to the education of the negro. 

Question. Does that assume a party shape 1 

Ai}8wer. Yes, sir ; it assumes a party shape, because in my county there are not more 
than a dozen white republicans. There have been no negro school-houses burned in my 
cortnty, so far :is I know or believe. The educational iuierests of the county were iii 
my hands; I was superinteudent of education until about the 1st of April, 1871, and I 
fouud no obstruction whatever to the establishment of schools. I f(mnd lukewarm- 
ness in some places, but no positive opposition. My county is one of the most intelli- 
gent in the State of Alabama. I doubt whether there is one in the State that is more 
so. lu my town, by my own request, two gentlemen who are democrats were appointed 
commissioners of our normal colored school. They take an active interest in the institu- 
^tion. Both of them were formerly slave-holders. Tiiey are men of high education and 
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intelliji:enco. I have heard that in the more northern counties, where education aiuouj- 
the whites is not so general as in iny county, (in my county the whites are nearly all 
educated, all who were there before the war,) there is opposition to negro schools f and 
1 have seen in the newspapers accounts of the burning of negro school-houses in t'lat 
section of the State. But there is nothing of that sort in my county. This Mr. Clark, 
of whom I spoke, told me that he was whipped, and shot and wounded, and stretched 
np by a rope, simply because he was a teacher of a negro school. That happened in 
Sumter County. 

l>y the Chairm.^n, (Mr. Poland:) 

Quc^siiou. Among the uneducated class of whites, which is pretty numerous, I suppose, 
in your State, there is opposition to the education of the negroes'? 

Jusirer. I think that among them there is opposition to the education of the negroes. 
Quc^tiou, As to the feeling of ()pi)osition to the university, which you say has 
assumed a party foi'm, did that grow out of the iiu'ompetency and unsuitableucss of 
soine i)()rtion of the n^gents, or did it grow out of the fact that the institution was 
undei" i('i)ublican ausi)ic<^s ? 

Jumcr. I think the feeling was attributable to both causes. 

Qtu'fition, How is it witli the board of regents now ? 

JiisH'tr. Just two-thirds of our board of regents are republicans. But I do not think 
that tlu' ]u-esent board of regents are indneneed by political affiliations or political 
bias in their action in regard to the educational interests of the State. I believe that 
th(^ people of the State, ii-respective of i)arty, will bear me out in saying that no i)oliti- 
cal complexion is givt^n to our nctio]i, either as a })oard of education or as regents. 

Qutsiion, Does the lact that there is a njajority of republicans in the board enter 
strongly into tlie fin ling of opposition of which you have s2>oken ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I think not. I was in Tuscaloosa at the time of the reorganization 
of the university ; but I saw no opposition at all. In fact, citizens of Tuscaloosa, most 
of whom are democrats, were excee<lingly anxious that the plan i)roposed by the repub- 
licans should be adopted. Tin; regent.^ weie not all present, and one republican went 
over to the democrats in the action then taken, and defeated our plan. The plan of 
reo]-ganizat ion proposed by myself was sustained, 1 think, almost universally, by the 
alumni of the institution, who were there in large nimibers, (brought there by the in- 
terest wliic\li they took in the iustitution.) and bycitizens of Tuscaloosa. There was 
embraced in the faculty which 1 proi)ose<l, Mr. 'Whitliehl, a native of the county of 
Tuscaloosa, and a republican — the gentlenum who gave nu- that instrument and thoso 
lett(^rs, which I have already laid ])efore the committee. Then; was some opi)osition to 
him ; but some of the best men in the tov> n were anxious to see him in the university, 
although he is a repul^licau. 

(Juedio)L Is he a southern or a northern man? 

AnsicLT, H<' is a southern nuui ; 1 think he is a native of Tuscaloosa County. He ia 
a man of very decided ability. In politics he is a rex)ublican. 

By ]Mr. Blair : 

Qucsiiou. You said that at the lirst organization of the university there werfe some 
ap])ointments of improper and incompetent othccrs ? 
Answer There were. 
Quesilon, Who were those officers ? 

Answer, I would not like to mention the names of the gentlemen. I will make this 
general renuirk, that some members of the lirst board of education were unsuitable 
persons, and that they made unsuitable selections for the faculty of the tmiversiiy in 
some instances. 

QtiesUon. Was a man by the name of Lakin one of the professors ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I think he was. I do not know Mr. Lakin ; I never saw him ; I 
thnik he was elected ])resident ; that is my jiresent recollection. 
Question. Do you think he was a proper selection ? 
Answer. ] do not know him at all ; 1 never saw him. 
QncsUon. From his reputation, what do you think on that point? 

Answer. Well, sir, in my county you cannot tell from the newspapers what a man's 
reputation is, or what it deserves'^ to l)e. 1 have known elibrts to be made to blacken 
tbe reputation of some of the best men in the world. If I knew Mr. Lakin, and 
thought him incompetent, I would unhesitatingly say so. I do not know him. 1 do 
not want to say anything which may give this matter a party complexion if I can 
avoid it. The fact that the democratic press of our State assails a man is no evidence 
that he is not a i;ood man — a gentleman, a scholar, a Christian, and everything that 
a man ought to be. That is as true as the Sermon on the Mount. 

(J^(estion. And if the republican })ross of your State lauds a man to the skies, is that 
a in'ool" of an eminent gentlenmn and a Cluistian 1 

Answer. I\o, sir; 1 do not think the laudation or abuse of the political press of my 
State, on either side, is decisive of a man's character. It is a very dillicult matter for 
a luan not re^;iding in our community to appreciate the exact state of aiiairs that wo 
liave in the South. 
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Washlngton, D. C, July 11, 1871. 

Hon, PETER M. DOX sworn and examined. 

The CiiAiUMAX, (Mr. Poland.) This witness having been snmmoned at the request 
of the minority of the committee, ho will be first examined by some gentkmau of tho 
minority. 

By 3Ir. Beck : 

Question, How long have yon resided in Alabama, and what is your official position? 
Ansxccr. I reside in lluntsville, Alabama; I have resided there since 1854-5; my 
business is that of a farmer ; my official position is that of a Representative in Congress. 
Question. You now hold that position If 

Answer. Yes, sir; I was a member of tho last Congress, and am also also a member 
of the present Congress, representing the lifth congressional district of Alabama, the 
Mountain district, tho Union district. 

Question. Tell the committee what is the present condition of the State of Alabama, 
especially that portion of it with which yon are personally acquainted, as to the pro- 
tection aiid security of life and property there. 

Aimccr. Do you refer to my own county— the county of Madison? 

Question. We expect you to tell what you know personally from your experience in 
your district, and what you know concerning the remainder of the State from such 
information as you rely upon as true. 

Answer. 1 believe that life, liberty, (iucluding all tho privileges that the word im- 
plies.) and property are as secure to-day in my district as in any part of the country ; 
I believe that the counties composing that district are as quiet and as peaceable to-day 
as the old county of Ontario, New York, in which I was reared. 

Question. State what counties compose your distrJct. 

Answer. Madison, (in which I reside,) Jackson, Marshall, DeKalb, Etowah, Cleburne, 
Cherokee, St. Clair, and Calhoun. I say that these counties are, to-day, peaceable, quiet, 
and orderly ; I say it advisedly, after conferring with men who have resided there for 
many years — thirty or forty years. At the same time I must say that there have been 
outrages committed within that district, within the last three or four years — outrages 
which no man who would conserve law and order can tolerate or approve. There was 
an outrage committed in my district last year at Cross Plains; I think it, was a great 
outrage. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. In what county ? 

Answer. In the county of Calhoun. It was an outrage not unprovoked. I recollect 
that in my last election several men were killed. I can name them. Ben. Suodgrass 
was killed almost under my eye ; Bob. Thompson was killed last year ; Ragland was • 
killed in my district, or in one of the adjoining eountiei* ; a man by the name of Douglass 
was killed last January in Jackson County ; one negro was killed and one wounded ; 
a white man by the name of Cate was killed. These 1 look upon as great outrages; but 
they have had nothing to do with politics. They have been dovetailed and worked up 
as political murders ; but these men who were killed were all democrats, except one. 
Ben. Snodgrass was killed by a republican; Cate was a democrat; the negroes were ^ 
democrats ; one of them was killed and the other wounded. I have seen some speeches 
in which the killing of these negroes has been sandwiched between other outrages, as ^ 
a political outrage ; but there is no truth in it at all. Bob. Thompson was a personal 
and political friend of mine ; he was killed by Douglass's friends. Douglass was a 
personal and political friend of mine. I look upon these outrages as deplorable. But 
there has been nothing of that kind for many months ; I have remarked the contrast 
between the condition of that peoi)le to-day and what it was a year or so ago. As for 
the Cross Plains outrage ; 

By ]\Ir. Beck : 
Question. Is that tho same as the Paytona affair ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; that is tho Paytona atiair. 
Questim. Let us hear something about that? 

Answer. I know nothing about it personally, of course. I got my information from 
Mr. John Tucker, the president pf the Rome, Dalton and Selma Railroad, from whose 
workshops went the men who were killed there, a white man and four or five black 
men. I was in New York last year when that thing happened. I went down to my 
district for the canvass, and reached there about a mouth after the alt'air happened. 
Governor Parsons was there; ho was acting as prosecutor. Judge Peters was at 
Paytona inquiring into it. I will give tho whole history of it as Mr. Tucker gave it to 
me, or as 1 think he would testify if he were summoned here. He is a man of character 
and truthfulness. 

Question. You believe tho statement you arc about to make? 

Answer. I do. 3Ii-. John Tucker told me in my room in this city when ho was giving 
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mo an accouut of tlii.i matter, tliat ho could live as peaceably in Alabama as he eonkl 
aiiywlierc. Iicleriing to this outra<'e, which was an exceptional outrage, be .«^aul it wai 
nor- nnjiroYoked or inexcusable. About ni.<;-lit, one Saturday, a man rode into the town 
ot Cross Plains, and went into the jjost o^^ice either to dciiVei- a letter or to write one. 
lie handed the reins of his llors(^ to a colored boy who Was there, saying, '•Hold my 
liors<- lill 1 come out." The boy took charge of his horse. When the inan'came out of 
the oliice he found his horse gone. He v/'as a man who did not live in Cross Plains, 
but some distance away. I do not know Avhether he was a stranger or not ; Mr. 
I'ncker did not tell mc. The man askrd tlic boy where his horse was. The boy said, 
"A train of cars came along and the liors(; jerked away from me; 1 could not 
hohl him.-' The iiian said, ''That linrs(; would not get frightened at a train of cars.'' 
He slap])cd th<' boy in the face— treated him imi)roperly. Thereu])on the boy took up 
a l>iickbat or stone, ("rock" they call it down there.) and struck this man in the face 
with the stone, bruising him very considerably. Several persons saw this, and they 
culled iind tlirash< (1 the negro for doing it : they thought there bad not b en sufiicient 
])ro vocation for the throwing of the brickbat. Thereupon the boy went dOwn to Pay- 
tona, a mile. ]tcrha})S, or more from Cross Plains, and told a white man b> the name of 
liuke, and olhers, about the alfair. Luke told those fellows who were down there to 
arm themselves and conn^ up and ])nrii the town, and show those people that this boy 
could not be whipped at Cross l*lains v. ith impunity. Thirty or forty of them, nior'o 
or h'ss — I do not know how many ; 1 nmh^rstood Tucker to say thirty or forty— went 
u]) then; and " mud<^ night hideous.'" They thrcateped to burn tln^ town ; the' fired 
olf their gnus ; and tlnw rais(-d Old Scratch generally. They kei)t it up pretty much 
all night. They then retired and went to ]\ayt<ma, and did not appear ago' < till the 
next day in the evening, about the time church was dismissed. At that time taeyca»i. . 
back to Cross Plains, armed. They lircd tJieir gnus olY, not killing anybody, bnt'in the 
dirc<>iion of a congregation as it was conung out of church, there bcing\vomen and 
children then^. P»y this tinu^ the ])eo])le of Cross PJains were pretty well exas])er.nted, 
as Mr. Tucker says, and they seized three; or four of these men. They were told thai; 
this white man, Luki', or whatever his name was, had instigated the negroes; the/ 
sei/,(Ml him also and put him in tht^ hands of the sheritf. Then some of the people, not 
wailing the sl<)w ])rocess of the law, very wrongfully and outrageously executed Luke 
and the tlirec^ or Imir other men who were the ringleaders, believing that those negroes 
were seriously ])nr])<)sed to destroy their town and slaughter the ])eo]>le. That is ^^Ir. 
Joliu Tucker's statement to me, and it is corroborated by the statements of othtn" i)er- 
vSous down there. I have heanl the sanui stateiiKMit froui diifei'i^nt sources. 

QiU'sllon. Was it gimerally believed l)y fh<^ ])eople« there that Luk«; had given the 
n<'groes that advice to burn the town of CrOwSs Plains, and that they had come there 
for that ))nrposef 

Jnsinr. They did believe it, according to Mr. Tucker's statement. T have in my 
]>ocket a lettei' lrf>in a man of character, C<'neral Purke, in wliich he says that Luke 
had made himself ])articularly obnoxious. He was a sort of misct^i^enationist. I will 
remark right here that if there; are any pco])le on the face of the earth who abhor mis- 
cegenation it is the mountain i)eoph^ — the smaller i)lanters in that country — the men 
who live* on their ])iaces of one hundred or two hundred acres. Purke writes — and 1 
have heard it from other sources — that this man atiiliated or fraternized with the 
negreM's socially. I want to say right here to the committee, (and, in doing so, 1 state 
my he^nest opinion, formed after ol)servati(m and close scrutiny.) that any man, what- 
ever his politics, who ge»es to Alabama with the motives which should prompt a man 
in going fre)m oiie State to ane)thcr, will be treated kiuvlly — will be ree^eived in a 
I'rienelly way, no matter what may be his politics. Put, of course, if he re-ceives col- 
ored nien anel women at his house, he cannot expect to be treated or received as a 
social equal by the white people; for I should not invite any man to my hemse* (and I 
suppose every member of this committee would act in the same way) if, when I 
returneMl the 'call with my wifo and daughters, they might be ])laced i)y the side of 
]>robably worthless black men e>r women. That is about tiie fact of the matter with 
re'ference to th(^, re;fusal to recognize some people socially. I know a goexl many repul)- 
licans in tlu' town of Huntsville tewlaj', who are treated kihdly. Mr. Piggers, the 
edite)r e)f the Huntsville Advocate, is treated as kindly as anylxuly. Mr. Pradley, a 
leading rep'ibliean, Mr. Pen. Jolly, another republican, and a great many others Avliom 
1 could name, are treated kindly without any ie\gard to their ])olitics. 

(^ucofion. It has been stated lie're that it is not safe for repuldicans to advocate their 
])rinciples iu Alabama by making public si)ecches in behalf of the republican cause. 
What is ye)ur knowledge\'ind information upon that subject ? 

.Inswcr. 1 have heard republican spe«,'ches made re])eatedly without anybody inter- 
fering. iSick Havis has made as decideully republican speeches as 1 ever heard any 
man make; in my life. I have heard such sju'cches frequently fromi my ce)mpetitors in 
the canvass, who were repuldicans ; and they had ])rough't no part of the audience, so 
far as the; white people v/ero concerned. My district is a white man's distinct ; yet I 
have divided my time at public meetings with my couipbtitors, so far as they wished to 
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take it, and they bavo been treated coiirteonsly. Yet I kne'w all tbo time that I was fnr- 
nisbiiij; till? audience. I do not want to be nnderstood as saying that a man who is a 
repnblican is as acceptable there and is treated as kindly as one whose sentiments 
are in accord with those of the mass of the people; and I do not know that the case is 
dillercnt anywhere. • 

Quesiion. Can a repnblican speak his sentiments without personal danger to himself? 

Aiiswci\ 1 think so ; I have no doubt about it. Why, who has been hurt ? I have 
never heard of anybody being hurt there because he was a roi)ublican, or because he ' 
addressed audiences as a republican. 

Quesiion, Did your opponents make an active canvass? 

Ju8im\ Yes, sir. My first opponent was Judge Haralson; a circuit judge of that dis- 
trict — a man of great i)ersonal popularity. It is true that although he made republican 
speeches, yet ho assailed me because of my Unionism ; he assailed me because I did not 
fight at Shiloh when he did. I do not know but that may have made his reception 
more easy. But he was very decided in his republicanism. • 

Qitestwn. Who was your last opponent? 

A7i8wc}\ A man by the name of Stand*ree. As a man he was not to be comi^ared with 
Haralson, who is a map of a great deal of character and capacity. 
Quesiion. Other republicans have also spoken in your district? 
Answer. O, yes. 

Question, And there has been no case where any man has been hurt for speaking his 
sentiments ? 

Answer. I have never known men to be hurt for speaking their opinions. I have 
heard men denounced on either side. I have been denounced pretty sharply. Old 
Lakin, for instance, denounced me pretty sharply in a long speech. 

Question, Tell us all you know about Lakin. 

Answer, I do not know him personally. I never spoke to him in my life. I have met 
him once or twice. 

Quesiion, Vv^hat is his general character among your people ? Let us have all you 
know about him from any information on which you rely ? 

Answer, All 1 know about him from information is that he is a man who is very reck- 
less in his statements, a man exceedingly careless in his utterances. We saw only the 
brief abstract of his testimony as given by telegraph, but I do not think any people 
were ever so much astonished as the republicans of Huntsville were when they read 
that abstract. Mr. James Ware, who is, I believe, a republican, (at any rate he is chief 
clerk in the office of the probate judge, a republican,) and Mr. Gill told me they never 
were before so astonished as they were at? Lakin's statement that he had not been 
kindly treated there. It seems that recently, during the last spring, there was a report 
(so Mr. Ware told me) that Mr. Lakin had been killed : and simultaneously with the 
reception of that report he appeared in the probate judge's office. ** Why', ' said Mr. , 
Ware to Mr. Lakin, " I am very much surprised and gratified to see you ; wo heard you 
were killed." Killed!" said Mr. Lakin, who would kill me? I never have been 
treated more courteously and kindly anywhere than I have been while traveling all 
over this district.'^ And so ho recently told Mr. Day, the clerk of the United States 
district court. He told Mr. Reed, a republican, (so Mr. Reed informed me,) that he had 
been shot at somewhere on the mountains, at least he thought he was shot at ; he heard 
the report of a gnu and thought he heard the whistle of tho ball passing his head, and * 
he was rather inclined to think the fellow intended to kill him. Mr. Reed told him 'J 

They shoot a great deal straighter than that here j when they want to kill anybody 
they are generally apt to do it.'' This was 'before we had seen the telegrax)hic report 
of Mr. Lakin's testimony. Reed told mc, however, just what he would swear to ; and 
I think his remark was that he had a very powerful imagination, would fancy things 
and believe to some extent what ho fancied. I should like very much to have some of 
those men brought up here, as they know more of Mr. Lakin than I do. I have never . 
Bi^oken to him in my life, and have seen him only twice according to my recollection. 

Question, What is his general character, as you have heard it from his neighbors 
there, as a man of truth and veracity ? 

Answei\ 1 have not gone about making any inquiries directly as to tho truthfulness 
or veracity of the. man, so far as regards whether ho would intentionally tell an untruth. 
But as to his statements I have not seen anybody of either party who says he can bo 
depended upon. I asked Mr. Figgers, the editor of a republican newspaper at Huntsville, 
"Is Mr. Lakin an honest man?" He said he thought he was honest, but that he was 
a teiTiblo fanatic. Another man came to me and told me that there was a colored 
minister (whose name I think was Hamer) of the colored Methodist church South, who 
was trying to reorganize that church. This man who spoke to mc was a freedman, a 
Methodist, a man of character, a merchant there ; and he stated that Mr. Lakin had 
driven this colored minister ofl*; that Mr. Lakin had addressed the colored people, tell- 
ing them there was a ''wolf in the fold;" and the man had notice a short time after 
irom several of his colored brethren that he must leave; that it would not be safe for 
him to remain. 
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J Ti'i^l moiitioii riiiother Tiiattor: I have heard that in 1868, a man (I suppose he can 
tesi Ify to this liiinselt* if necessary) sent to his sister a firkin of butter. Her name was 
Mrs. Mary Spillinan. There happened to be in Iluntsville a Kev. Mr. Spilhhanj who 
was f)f the san^e school eceleyiastically as Mr. Lakiii. Mr. Lakin's family got that tub 
of ])ntt('r. A l<^(ter had been |>laced on top of the butter before the head Avas put on 
the tub, and this letter was addressed by the man to his sister, tellinp^ her that he sent 
her that butter. He wrot(^. it from some i)lace in Tennessee, where he then was tempor- 
arily doiuj^ business. Her husband was a mechanic and in reduced eircujustanees. 
The man who scnit tht^. butter eaine to visit; his family some time afterward, and he 
asked his sister hew slie liked the butter. She said she had never received it. That 
is very surprisin^r," said he, ''it ruust be at the express office still." He went to the 
exi>ress ofhce and found it w^as not there, but that Mr. Lakiii's daughter, or Lakiu him- 
self— I think it was kakin's daughter— had gotten it and receipted for it. They imme- 
diately Avent io Lakin's house and inquired about the butter. At first Mr. Lakin did 
not recollect anytliing about it, as I uiiderstood this young man to say. His name is 
Gill— Isham (^ill. 'i he young man said, "Yes, you must hav(i gotten it. Here is your 
receipt." 'I'hen kakin acknowledged that he 'had received it, but said he thought it 
was intended for the Kev. Mr. Spillman ; and Mr. Spillimm not jjeing there, he knew 
that if it was intended ibr him h.e would have no objections to their having it; and so 
they had taken i1. " WvU:' said Mr. Gill, '-didn't you see that letter on tlie top of the 
butter ?" :v[r. Lakin sai(i that he had seen it, but that it was signed, " Your brother," 
and that the clergy and members of the church are very apt to subscribe their names 
as " brother." Gill then threatened him and told him homust pay for the butter. He 
did ]>ay for it at the rate of hfty cents per pound, when it was only worth twenty-five. 
He did that in order to compromise the matter. That is the statement of Gill, who is 
a man of (character ; and the exprtjssman, whose name is .Tarvis, says the same thing. 

Qncstiou. ^h: Lakin had that loose sort of a way of doing things ? 

Athswcr. 1 here was something plau>-ible about his explanation ; but at the same time 
a very conscientious man would not do that sort of thing. I do not think 1 could ever 
work my conscience up to such elasticity that I could appropriate things in that 
AA'ay. 

Qucfiiiou. ^rir. Lakin Las given some marvelous accounts about babies being born 
with all sorts of marks of the Ku-Klux about them. Have you seen anybody who has 
seen any of those monstrosities ? 

Jnswtr. I saw something m a paper about a monster of some sort that had been born 
down in Blount County — not in my district. Whether it was in the shape of a Ku-Klux 
1 don't know. I never saw a Ku-KIux in my life. I never knew but one man that I 
thought was a Ku-Klux. 1 do not believe that there has been any S!ich organization 
as the Ku-Klnx in my neighborhood for two years past. I am satislied there has not 
been. I am convinced, however, that there were Ku-Klux organizations two years 
ago, and they did some things which were very vrrong. I always condennied and de- 
nounced them on the stuiuj) during my canvass, and everywhere else, as 1 do every 
other sort of irresi)0iisible, lawless action. I never saw but one man that I thought 
was a Ku-Klux. 1 will state the circumstances : My wife, who is a very religious lady, 
taught her n( groes before the war — l)efore slavery was abolished. There were very 
few of my family negroes who could not read and write. My mother-in-law and my 
Vvife would teach them. About the time it was reported the Ku-Klux were about, it 
was said that my wife was teaching her negroes. She always did teach them. A man 
at that time came to me and said that we must stop. Of course I was indignant. J 
said, "What business is it of yours what we do here!" This was, I suppose, three 
years ago — in 1867 or b3G8. The man replied that Elijah Fitch had been ijotitied that 
he must not do this thing, and that I would be notified too. 1 remarked to him, " If 
you come vv^ith your Kii-Klux to my house, I will i)ull your masks olf youi' faces and 
the sheets oil' your horses at \h(t p<'ril of my life." I went and told my neighbors of the 
atiair, and there was a general denunciation of that man and of everything of that 
kind. I think that incident smashed up, so far as that little locality was concerned, 
any Ku-Klnxing. That is the true way of meeting such things. 

Que^^iion. Witltin the last two years have there been in your region of Alabama au}^ 
bands of disguised men conunitting outrages ? 

Ansivcv. We have had thefts around there. Everybody who commits any olTeuse dis- 
guises himself in some way. Isight itself is a mask. 1 have heard of robberies being 
connnitted by disguised iricn — scmietimes negroes disguised — sometimes white men dis- 
guised — worthless scoundrels who undertake to commit depredations, but whose acts 
are not political in any sense. 

Quesiion. Do yon understand that the men committing these acts have been in any 
way connected v/ith any organization apart from those who were innnediately con- 
cerned in the outrages, and who (lisguise<l themselves to avoid detection f 

Jnfiicci'. Not so far as I am advised or believ«\ I will state my theory about the Ku- 
Klux organization. Of course I know no Ku-Klux ; I never consciously saw one in 
my life. My theory of the original organization of the Ku-Klux is this: At the close 
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of the war the colored people bad just been made free, and, X will say here, that I never 
knew auy people to behave better than the colored people did under the circumstances. 
Their behavior far exceeded my anticipations. But after the war the colored men 
moved in armed bauds throughout the country. I have seen parties of ten or lifteen 
l)ass my house. At night they would pass, talking not only loudly but almost menac- 
ingly. Women and children were alarmed. I have known colored men to stand right 
in front of my house and shoot in the direction of the hous^ at a mocking bird in a 
tree. These men were all connected with what was called the Union Leagues or Loyal 
Leagues, and they were all armed. They would ride night and day in parties of ten and 
fifteen. Such things were suggestive of ap])rehensioii and alarm, especially to the 
women. I have heard thesfe parties, when passing my house at night, denounce me in 
very strong terras. I was not alarmed. I am not easily alarmed at threats of that 
sort, but my wife was very much alarmed. 

Question. Were those denunciations of you evidently intended for your ear ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. For instance, they would say, " Here lives the damnedest meanest 
man that ever was ; he won't let us go into his orchard and take peaches ; we'll iix 
him." That was the sort of talk. I was not at all alarmed. I considered it a mere 
"bruiumfuhncn. I have myself gone and disarmed four or live of them without auy 
trouble, just by a determined bearing and letting them know that I was not to be in- 
timidated. Well, the Ku-Klux organization, in its beginning, Avas a- mere local police, 
improvised for the purpose of correcting that sort of thing. It went farther afterward. 
In 1868, in Huutsville, there was a large meeting of the republicans, colored people, 
and it was said (I was not there ; I live eight miles from Iluntsville) that the Ku-Khix 
went into town, and at the very apprehension of them, without seeing them or without 
being interfered with, those fellows at the meeting began to fire, and they killed one 
another indiscriminately ; some seven or eight w^ere killed by the firing among them- 
selves. The Ku-Klux "had nothing to do with the killing; they were away off in 
another place. J3nt they were terrible-looking fallows. I have heard people say that 
fhcy never saw persons who could drink so much water ; that one of them could drink 
a whole bucket of water. In other words, they touched upon the superstition of the 
colored people by making it appear that they were the spirits of the confederate dead. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. This man Lakin gives an account of the meeting to which you refer — the 
one held at Huutsville in 1868. He represents the Ku-Klux as having attacked the 
negroes while they Avere holding their meeting. 

Ansiver. Well, sir, he is mistaken about it, or misrepresents the facts, if my informa- 
tion is correct. 

Question. You were not in town at the time ? 

Answer. No, sir ; but I was there the next day. The received opinion does not agree 
with jSIr. Lakiu's statement. I have no doubt that the Ku-Klnx coming in there ' 
caused the rumpus, but it was not a necessary result, according to what I have heard. 
1 had no personal observation or knowledge of that meeting. 

Question. Mr. I^akin refers to that meeting at some length, and describes it in this 
way : ''At about 10 o'clock about one liundred and fifty disguised men rode into the 
public square, from the southeast corner, and made a circle around the square. They 
were followed by numerous persons on foot, undisguised." He then says that they ♦ 
were picketed all around and commenced firing upon the crowd. ^ 

Ansiver. He is mistaken, or misrepresents the facts, or else I am grossly misinformed 
about them. I think the firing was by parties in the meeting, or on the outside, not 
disguised. There was a panic, and I ihhik the firing and the killing were the result of 
that panic. There v/as a man named Cox who was shot, and also a Judge Thurlow. 
The killing resulted from a careless, indiscriminate, wild kind of shooting, consequent 
upon a panic there. 

Question. Mr. Lakin also says : " The military w^ere ordered out for the protection of^ 
the j)eople. Four Ku-Kluxes, or persons, were arrested Avith their disguises in their 
saddle-bags, and with all their arms. General Ruger disarmed them, and handed them 
over to the civil authorities, taking charge of their disguises and arms. The civil 
autiiorities let them loose; they Avere rearmed by persons unknown tome, and W'Cnt to 
tlie livery stables and forced the men there to give up their horses, and then they dis- 
appeared." 

Answer. I never heard of that. 

Question. Is it likely that such a thing would have occurred there Avithout coming to 
your knoAvledge ? 

Answer. I should think not. It seems to me that I would have heard the names of 
tlie men avIio were aiTested. Ruger I knew very well. I Avas in constant intercourse 
Avith him. 1 cannot undertake to contradict Mr. Lakiu's statement, but I never heard 
that statement of the matter before. I did not live in Huntsville at the time. 

Question. He says himself, upon cross-examination, that the Ku-Klux did not fire at 
all ; that the persons undisguised on the streets did the firing. 

Answer. That is so. 

Question. And that the Ku-IOux were there as a reserve or a defense. 
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Ansivcr. 1 cannot tjpcak aa t o that. I reckon they were there-, not in connection with 
-luyhody, hut that they came in on their ow n account. I heard that they went around 
the square, hut that at the time of the firing they were Konie distance away. When Mr. 
Lakiu says that the firing was hy persons not helonging to the Ku-Klux/he is right. 

QKefftion. But he intimates very strongly, »)r in fart says <iistinctly, that though tlte 
Ku-Klux did not do the firing, they had confederates in the crowd who did the "firing, 
and that the Ku-Klux were there as a reserv<\ 

Jursictr. JJoes he mean confederates directly in r< fcren< c t<t lliat iiring .' 

(Jat'hiioii. Yes, directly in relVrence to that "transaction. 

.Insiver. Well, I hclie^c it to have Ikm-u an improvised thii; /. There is with ihe peo- 
.mC down there a.i inifortuuate hahit of carrying aims. .Mniost i'veryhody carriers 
a nis ; 1 do not know^ anybody hut myt elf that'^never h;is (h :te so. • I say'that it is the 
iiost unnecessary thing (»n th*'- f i< c ot the eairli. I have se'(i<fni known anyhody killed 
•A\ a personal rcnc( untcr where it was not fioin an apprelieiiNion, gen<>rally ;in uiiionnded 
one, that tlie- person conmiilting the deed was goii.g to he hurt. 1 ne\ <'r carry arms. 
I travel all over the country, meeting e\ eiy i;(.d\ , and hesitate not to exi)r( ss my 
«»]iinions as a Union man, 1 did it h<'lore tlu^ w ar and during the war, ami I never had 
my tronl)]e. Lnt unfortunately almost evei \ho<ly down there eaiTi(\s weapons. Hence 
what would he a mere fist-fight in the J^t:ac of N'ermont lu-comes a pretty serious 
Imsincss down theie where nien cany anus. ILvcry man who knows the southern 
}>eo]>lc knows that that i^ort of thing is< {!rii<d t<H) far. 'i'hesc homicides to winch 1 
lefer are the result of tliat very imjtiojx r juac ti< e v> hieh tiie southern ijcojile have of 
carrying aims on tin ir ]U'rsonsl A A«>ung nmn. a [lartieidar friend of mine, named 
.lames Iv. i'olk Wiight, was killed hy the s<'n et the radical sherKt of Madison County. 
He and the sherilf weie hoth intoxieata<l : and. hy tlie wa>, . li(jn</r heljis a good deal in 
ransing these trouhh s. I think if we < ould g< I rid of the had li(jn.or and the carrying 
nf fire-arms, we Avould avoi<l a gr<^at many of tl:e>e ln^nncldes. V\ right was a young 
man for Avhom I ha<l <'i great attachmenl. During th(^warl got him out of prison 
sometime hefore the geneial oider for the release ot" jMisoiK is. He was a great friend 
«)f mine, and I was very mueli slnx ked an<l gri«'V( d at his death. He got into a per- 
sonal difticulty Aviih this ^heritf. Tli< y came to hlows, and Wright, who was an active 
,oung man, had the sherilf down, 'f he sht ritf 's son saw his father in that situation ; 
.i.nd down there 1 helievt^ they consider it a legitimate husiness for a man, when his 
iather is d.(>\vn, to kill the fellow Avho is on top of him. 'J'he sheriff's son, at any rate, 
did kill Wiight : audit w as cen>idered a jnstifiahle homicide. Wright was a magnificent 
young fellovv. lie had the nnlortnnate hahit of ''sprceing-' occasionally; hut in other 
lesiKcts he was a i ema i k.'ifly line yenng man, and his death, I think, was a great loss. 
.\\\t nothing was dcme in that cas( .* I'h.it is (>iu' of five or six cases of homicide that 
iiave occurred in niy virhiiiy \\va\ under my ohsei'Aation within the last two o»- threo 
years. 

I'.y Mr. r.iXK : 

Quef^Hon. You spoke of a Mr. J^mv ; I see that Is'r. kakin, in his teHtinK)ny,oii page 1.54, 
H'hen asked who was the, ]»rtrseeutor of thiit county, said that Mr. Day w^asj now, 1 
understood yon to sjM^ak of Mr. Day as the clerk of the court. 

Anstrn-. iMr. Day has never Ix-en the i>rosccutor. He is the clerk of the United States 
district court;. The gentleman to an hem I refer is Captain Day or Major Day, a highly 
respectable gentleman, who fought all through the war on the side of the Union. Ho 
^avs Mr. Uakin told him tha.t he had been treated with great courtesy and kindness. 
' Question. In the testimony Mr. Lakin is asked, Who is the prosecutor of that county f ' 
And he answers, Mr. Dav." 

Ausiver. L. W. Day is the cleik of the United States district court. The prose->ut-or 
of that county is Captain William Whedon. 

Question. Has there ever been a prosecutor in that county named Day? 
■ Ajisu'cr. Kot according to my recollection ; and 1 think 1 would know it if the re had 
been such an officer, hecause 1 was a lawyer myself twenty-five years ago, and I am 
.Nomewliat observant of these things. Last year, w hen I was in the county of Cherokee, 
where I ha<l heard there Avero Ku-Klux, Mr. Lakin held a four days' meeting at a little> 
])lace called Galesville. Ho was a sort of i^residing elder of the conference running all 
through those counties. At Galesville, as I had heard hefore, there were eomo boys, 
from sixteen to twenty, sowing their wild oats, Avho would disguise themselves, and 
'A-hen they found a Avhite man living openly with a negro woman, or anything of that 
kind, would intimate to him that they would thrash him. That sort of Ku-Kluxing 
oid go on there. Mr. Lakin was there. Ho was know^n to he a man Avho fraternized 
with the negroes. This was a white settlcmeiit; there wero very few negroes there. 
1 recollect that he left there before I got through w ith my appointments in that vicinity, 
and that he went olf alone undisturbed. Some one asked about Mr, Lakin j said 1, 

Stop this Ku-Kluxing, above all things ; if you will Ku-Klux, don't Ku-Klux while 1 
am around here ; but I advise you to sto]) it altogether.'^ Mr. Lakin is himself a living 
;refutation of the stat-emont that a man cannot live safely in that community and do 
very much as he pleases. 
28 
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By Mr. I5l.\ir : 

QvAsHon. You my that I.akin Lad the reputation of frateruizing with the negroea t 
Anbver. 1 mean that lio would Hcat them at the tahlo with liim— men aud womeiv 
That is the reputation ho ha<l. 1 do not kuow that it went any further than that ; but 
at the eanio time it savored very niueh of what folks down there do not like. 
Question. You mean it savored of i)romiseuou8 intercourse ? 

Avsica-. I do not mean to say it amounted to that ; Tdo not know it ; I only aay that 
there was that Kort of fcocial equality going on and carried ninch further than abolition 
ever went. Tho truth is that if a white man goes down there from the North, with 
ench ideas as to his aseociations, he is not going to be reeeivc<l socially by reei)ectablc 
white people. I am a Union man, and in lavor of fieedom and everything of that kind, 
but no man should ccmo to my house unless I would go to his; and I would net Visit 
any man's house where, if I took my wile with me, I might expect her to be placed 
side by side with a wortbless negro, introduced there perhaps simply because lie was 
a negro. Distinctions of color in these days, as 1 have observed down there, are some- 
times rather strong in the wrong direction. 

QvesUoiK What is Lakiu's reputation in the community ? 

Answer. I think he hasempbasized his character a good deal by his testimony, as the 
telegraph abstracts it^ — more than he did in any other v/ay. His character was that of 
an intermeddler ; a man who was doing a good many things which were ofiensive to 
the common sentiment of the best peo])le there; not those who are lawless. 1 have 
never seen him but once or twice ; twice, I think. I have a great many personal friends 
among the republicans there ; some of them vote for me. But Mr. Lakin never could 
be a liiend of mine. From my knowledge of his character, I should not permit my- 
self to be introduced to him. At the same time, as 1 know nothing of him from my 
ow^n knowledge, it is possible I may do him injustice. But the impression which has 
been made upon my mind in regard to him is such that I would not be introduced to 
him. 

Question. You have stated his general reputation and associations in that community ? 

Anmur. Yes, sir. There are others who know him a great deal better than I do — 
men of his own party, men who vote as he votes. I can name them, and you may cite 
them if you choose. 1 would name Mr. Jan)es Ware, Mr. Figgers, editor of the Ilunts- 
ville Advocate, Mr. John Keed, Mr. Day. These gentlemen know a great deal more 
about him than 1 do. They have talked with him ; I have not. 

Question. Mr, Lakin went there, as I understand, as a minister, or elder of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church North. Was there not some feeling between that church and 
the Methodist Episcopal Church South ? 

AvHuer. Yes, sir. The colored ilethodist Episcopal Church South, which was organ- 
ized belbre he came there, was broken uj* b^' him and others working with him. A 
colored minister named llam.er, who" was endeavoring to get together the colored mem- 
bers of the Methodist Church South, was, as I have been told, ilenouneed by Mr. Lakin 
as a " wolf;" and afterward, in* consequence of that sort of instigation from him, Air. 
Ilamer was notilied that he must leav(^, for he would not be safe there. He did leave. 

QneHtlon. There were cxccfisespriictictd by Lolh of these parlies in their church zeal 
agaiflst each other? 

Anmer. I kuow very little about it. I have lived out of Iluntsville a good while. 1 
have heard, v»'ithout giving much attention to it, that there wiis a great deal of thai 
sort of disturbance; threatening, wrangling, quarreling. But I have not witnessed 
any of it, aud cannot testify to it Irom any knowledge 1 have on the subject. 1 ouly 
know that 1 have heard that this man Hamer was driven oil* at the instigation of Mr. 
Lakin. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. Ihia there been in your part of Alabama any difUculty about tho negro 
voting tho democratic ticket? Has there been any interference by people of his own 
color, if lie attempted to do so ? 

Answer. The only intimidation I over heard of in late elections was tho menaces em- 
ployed to prevent colored peojihi Ironi voiing the democratic ticket. There were two 
freedmeii who voted for me in my lirst election. One of them, Preston Poj)e, a most 
int-elligent man, who was my foieinau. came to me after the election and toid me that 
he had left town before sunrise and iiol retnriKMl until after dark, because they iuti- 
matcd to hint that lie must not votv.; t.iat if ho did, tne personal couseciueuces to him- 
self would be serious. That thing has happened vt^ry Irequently. Yuu have heard of 

rcp( ating" at elections. One ot Ji re. Clcineus's boys voted six times in tho last elec- 
tion unehailengcd, aud the voters w^-n- uouiiteil. 

Question. Wliy did you not chalieiigc imder such circumstances? 

A)itiwer. We have no right to eUalu-nge; the law does not allow it. No one except 
^tho otlicers aud those voting aieallowr.d to cume within thirty feet of tho polls. 1 have 
I been told, *' Mr.. Dox, you are t(K> cUkso; you are within thirty feet;" and I have been 
lordered away. 1 have said to tho nhoriil', *'Get your tapo-iino aud let U3 see." Wo can 
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not cballen^j^e ar.ybo(iy, cither on tho registry or iu the, election. Tbo law will not 
allow it. How ivie yon .^o'mg convict tliem ? These fellows are advised that thev 
can " vote early and ot'tcn.'^ I Lave never Leeii so shocked in niy life as I have been at 
the repeating " at election'^ down there. I do not know bnt that .some of onr folks do 
it alno. After Jere. Clenieiiii's Ixvy had voted six times, Nick Davis, astannch r^^pub- 
liean, p>t np and made a speech, and told them that such things would have to be puu- 
ivsbe<! ; that Th<^y were goiiig a «rveat d.eal too far. Others voted two or three time.s. I 
have H<';iv; tini<'s been humiliated to st-e how the people down there have been snbju- 
f';ate(i. Al i<\y iV-f^t eli^eiion 1 absolutely had to bow under a bayonet iu order to get 
ronr.d to th'? litile slv d v. here my vote was to be cnst. A fellow was standing there 
v/iiii ii ^Mr- ket a'ld ;i b;.yonct, and colored men wiio come from Limestone Countv, not 
i'l m\ vV ni'. t, were ]m rmi;led to ni Ihr tVont do(n-, whih,' 1 had to go to th.J back 
v/ir!<!(r, . i > ]:}]t, in le y ^ <'t '. 

(/HI-. < 'if (. \ . ii i ^ \\ /V ei' iiii^' tv> your recollection, for itegroes votl'^g 

^ ii — • :u ii'.^ (!, ;m<,, - t threatened or nialtrealedf 

Anmer. I liave L» aid of it a isyo-xt many times. 1 provided for manumitting my 
negroes in V-'u or or b-f>re tln^ w:>i-, end so did my wif(\ Most of the negroua 

v/eiv- licrs; I had bnr r-i'c o.- ii\e. leann'!' itted tb.ein and i>rovided for their su))- 

port. Yet recc'.itly. vrh- i 1 o-^. t,, h;- .-> ( ..ndi-^aU'. b ^Tf/re the pfM>p]:% tlio^e negroes 
v/ere ti-id if t!!ty \.,' '.' j . ^ 1 -."id : . \or 'v» \y\i xlvAa buck ii i! o s];i.veiy ! Tho 
no'-i'o^ s \ iil U!!' ui'. H ; n^" r" • e' '\^ v- ii a thv ii c ' 1 IV" '-k"".^, jjid ma ^ten^ it* they are rot 
intinji'Iat"d.. 1.; \,. 1 !■ ■ • i . f:« d ;..'!;! pror.. rly bec;iuse they v;e.?it tliat 
Kort of geitumci^ ;"!d ) i. 1 ii< ' e" }-. \,) ; ■> ;i e. m ; !i who would iv-eu da.vo tho 

negroes, thoi; ;h t o,.;'' {'' '' ^ t.;!': r'i;i" v.. v. A'".l 1 lind very f."Vv- in these days vrlio 
\7onh.] t.^ke. f.,').n tl.;^ n,".. •. ^ t!;. \^ \oi \ rl •. is r^nAle a foolish, ridiculout^ 

s^)eeeh down in G ' i-";: i rli * » I'l t d ;y : b \{ 1 liese n soca any mau bnt one (and 
ho w;is a ibol of a i" ilo\,') who n ,>jn'ov^ d tliat stv. i- of t'ling. 

QiiA:-^'i'on. Do you knew wh '-ht v t!i i n(\'.rro.'s in your region of Alabama were induced 
to vole til!' rejjnl.Kce. i ti. by ivo in ^s of bind and oihcr property, provided they 
did t;o, and !»y tiu-e;;' o d Ik* pot b,jek irit(! sb.A'eiy if tliey did not? 

Aufuvn'. Negro vot( b 'v • t(^ld e tb it sji..h nrt^mises had been made to them, and 
that they were tiir "N^ ned tli o \ v, nl I be p-.it into slavery again. I'.nt I did not 
place a grc;:( d«;il oj \ \:\>{ 'v\ \\ .A. 1 b< y tobl me so tJiemselvi's, several of them did. 

Que.stioif. Wbnl efi'-et be^ b"en ]<: (;(bued upon your people in the wji.y ol' causing dis- 
content, by yoni- ( k( •. ic!i biw^. 1 y ibc way \oui* c(ms itutiou was iniposed upon yon 
and (jtJicei's ap'uer.tcd ji^'m- tlie p M-; b" had dei'eated that constitution, and by the gen- 
eral uninagemeiJt nl y<Mir ]M^l't ii ;d idiidrs? 

Aiisnrr. Those tlnngs have had a very bad etf(;ct ; bnt I hold the vrhite people respon- 
sible to a lai-ge (^xteist f>r tlmt. U'U' |>eotde. weu;in I'avor of voting at the elect ion upon 
the ado])tion of the constitution ; bnt Kv-Govei nor Parsoiis came down thereas an embas- 
Kador from .Mr. dolnison, (at any rate be was so considered,) and advised thatwe should 
not vote. 'J'he course wb.i h he advised was very niucb against my wishes. I was notiii 
MontgouHM y iit the t ifne ; we are almost as far ])ractically from that i)ltice as from Wash- 
ington. But Judge Kichard Walker was j^ent down as onr representative ; and he camo 
back and said that it was under the inlbience and by theconnsel of Goveruoi- Parsons that 
the non-voting p(dicy was adopted— v(n\v much to our disgust. But for that we would 
have had two-thirds of the odicers of tin; State. Of course, the men who were chosen, 
under the circumstances, w^^re in inne cases oirt of ten men entirely inca])nble < f fiiling 
otlice })roperly. The probate Judge of AbuHson County (I do not know how jar he has 
iicco!nplisii,Ml himself in the business by this time) was a connnon ja(dv-plane carpent<ir 
from Oregon. The shrritf could not uudce a return of ])rocess that anybody coubl read. 
1 had a. piiot(t'.'^rnph of one of his returns wdiieli I woubJ have been glad to show^ to this 
committee. TiiOhC are specimens of the othcers Ave have had all througli thatbtate, so far 
as my observation is concerned. Th(n"e were, of course;, exceptions. Judge HareJson is a 
man of ca;);H'i!y ; but he was a circuit judge before that election. I do not hesitate to 
say — I said it in a speech in Congress hist year— that there is not a tov/n oi' county iu 
Hosv York or New England that wonbl far a moment permit the kind of men who a.ro 
c-ecupying ofnces down there to hold a'ly res^X)asible pnl'lie position. 

Dy llv. Elaui : 

Qnesi'ion. Do you attribute tho present quiet and peaceful condition of alfairs in yonr 
l^tate, as contrilsted witli that jnevailing a few years ago, to t!ie fact that the peoplo 
itre leclaiming the power of the Government? 

Jiih'ircr. Yes, sir. Although Govcuaior I^indsay is not the greatest governor in tho 
tvorld, 1 think the fitct that we have obtained control of the State admiinstratiou has 
had a nu)st favorable effect. We feed as if we had somethiug to do v/ith making and 
adfoiiustering the laws by which we an; g4)verned. 

Qno^iiiou. And some S(^curity under t]k<nn ? 

x1v.»urr. Yes, wir r and secuiity nnd(n" them. I think the change in the political ct)n- 
tn)l oi' the State has contributed very nnich to this result. I have never seen anything 
to tjatLify me that the people were not secure there at any time. Dissatisfaction exists, 
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of course. Tho condition of the comiaunity has heeu that of a subjugated i>ooplo. 
The people of Ireland have been enslaved, as they regard it, but they have not been 
subordinated to an inferior race, manipulated by a debased instrumentality— corrupt, 
bad men, who have no homes, or, if they had, were driven from them. Such a condi- 
tion of alTairs is appalling. 

Quei<tion. The ])ortion of country in which you live — the northern part of Alabama — 
was, to a great extent, for the Union ? 

Answer. Yes. sir; two- thirds of it. 

Question. lief ore the war and during the war? 

jnsirer. Yes, sir; and they are for the Union now. 

Qiiestiov. How are those men classed politically who were Union men at the out- 
break of the ^va^ and during the war ? 
Ansirer. They are democrats. 
Question. The great body of them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the great body of them are democrats. My county — Madison — 
was, before the war, the largest slaveholding county in the district, the only one that 
really was a slaveholding county. The white and the black vote in my county is very 
jiearly equal. Accordin;^ to my recollection I received in my county 2,000 white vote^ 
and 100 black votes, wirile my competitor received about 2,000 black votes and per- 
haps 150 white votes. 

Question. Before the war the majority of white people in your county were Union 
men? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; decidedly. They elected Jere. Clemens to the convention of 1861 
as an opponent of secession. . 

Question. And it may be said, without any kind of d<mbt, that the whole of K"orth 
Alabama was, by a larj^je majority, for the Union ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; decidedly. 

Question. And not only before the war and at the outbreak of the war, but during 
actual hostilities ? 

Answer. I cannot say but that during actual hostilities many of them were forced 
or pressed into aiding the rebellion in some way ; but I have never seen a man there 
Avho did not receive with seeming approval my denunciations of secession and the spirit 
of secession. 

Question. Do you not know it to be a fact that the Federal Government enlisted 
largo bodies of men in your part of the country ? 

An8}vei\ Yes, I know it did; not exactly in my section, however. It was in thos<^ 
counties south of Tuscumbia. There were some enlisted in my region. But you cannot sit 
down and talk to a man there without finding him denouncing secession. But for the 
unfortunate effort to implicate Jefferson Davis in the assassination of Mr. Lincoln, 1 
believe he would have been in as absolute obscurity almost as it is possible for any , 
man to be ; I believe that all that he has got of the martyr's stamp or impress was 
gotten by him in that way. 

Question. Those men who went into our service from that section and are there now, 
how are they classed politically ? Do you know any of them personally ? ' 

Answer. I know very few of them. All I know is that I was elected by more than 
6,000 majority ; and I scarcely know where any white man can be found there who 
docs not vote with the democrats. The other northern district of the State, from' 
which Iklr. Sloss was elected — the Tuscumbia district — would have given Mr. Sloss^ 
10,000 majority if proper effort had been made. Those two districts together are, if 
rightly worked, good for 18,000 democratic majority, provided the negroes are not too 
muclrintimidated for the purpose of making them vote against the democracy. Those 
mountain counties — the white men's counties — are for the Union; there is no doubt 
about that. 

Question. Do you know anything about Winston County ? 

Anmver, That is away down in Mr. Sloss's district, and I know very little of it ; it is^ 
a remote county. 

Question. It has been stated that that is the only county in your State which gives a 
white mc'ijority for the rej^ublicans. 

Answer. Is anybody certain of that ? I suppose it may have given such a majority 
once or twice ; but it was because the county was not attended to at all, I mean in any 
legitimate way. I think that Winston to-day is a democratic county. 

By ^Ir. Bfx'k : 

Question. Speaking of the discontent among your people, growing out of the manner 
in which the constitution was imposed, the sort of ofBcers* forced upon you, and their 
mismanagement of State affairs, does this discontent amount to discontent toward the 
Government of the United States, or toward the administration of it by the party who 
are in power ? 

Answer. I do not hesitate t-o say that the day fffter the surrender at nVppomattox, cover- 
ing an absolute surrender of everything like f^ecession, the abolishment of shwery was a» 
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l:horoii<;bly 1 • - d by the i>e»)pic of tlie i^outli as anything >viis ever ex[)ecte»l hy 
(hem ; a^iil 1 b 'lieve tlnit the dis^coutents a^id diysatisfaetious have resulted, not so 
iimch ])erh::p.s i'voiw the actnal pressure or perseention,asfro7n an aj>])reheiisi()U that 
are to he const an ily interlered v. itli : that legishition of the General Government in 
reference' \o ova alVairs is to ])e repeated again and again. We do not hnow wlu-ie we 
st.ind. 0;n' ni'nuis are in an nnseitled condition. Ah a Union man I came ont lor uni- 
versal a'nnesty Avh^n the war endi d. I saw around me there men as capable as an> 
in the country of lilhnc!;' tlie hi«2,h< st po-itions; 1 knew that tho>e men ha«l snrn-r,- 
«lered a'l Jiostilily to tlie Governnn,>r.t ; I thou.L:,lit that the p'eo])le on<>lit to have an o^.- 
portnni^v to f-]«^( t to ollice nnni of tlieir own choice. I believe ihat if upon the i-lo,so 
« t the war the policy of universal auniesty had been aiU^ptt-d, as an uccompaninu ju 
io the abolition, of shivery, and tlie repeal of all ordimmces of scces- ir^n and laws (om- 
.-.'(pKut upon tbost' ordinanc<'s, t]i<' South would to-day 1)0 iifieen or twenty yrars in 
advance oi" whiii it U, witli re>[icct to {Ik^ restoration of peace, prosperliy. ami liener.d 
rontentnicnt. 

<JucHtton. Wliat would be. now tlie ciTect of universal amnesty amony:; your }KH>j)h 
.hif^u-rr. AVhat \voui<] be tiie cifcct of universal aLunesty annuii^ the people of x\hi- 

iK<ma to-<biy \Vhy, sir. do yon know the cxrent to \\ liich }»e()ple tlierc are excluded 

tVoin Oi'.l( " ' 

Ahsiai. 1 iliink T do. 

(Jnc-^-riff)}. Do vo<i knov \U f ( s e, s (iiiiiniissioner of hi^^hwa>> s. (^\ ^ay coustabh-, every 
man (»f tlio^c^ wiio have b.iti tlif^ control oi" the local aii'airs of communities, is excluded 
from ])!iblie ]iosition/ ^\ ny, sir, if the disfranchisement were applied only to large 

< hisses of active relw ls an I removed from these cross-roads men, justices of the iieace. 
commis^^ioners of highways, antl men of that class, the effect would be wonderful. 1 
have very ^icat d<arots whether Init for the exclusion of these smalh-r men from otlfice 
ihe republican pnrty would not have liad the ascendency there, ])nrticnlarly in our 
sei-tion of country, \\her<' thev<^ is sueh a stnni^j^ Union seiitinient. 

Jiy Ml-. r>LAi!:: 

</(<f >v//(>/j. The ]»eoj>h regard the poliry as (>in' of iiroscrijition 't 

J)tsH-(r. "i'es. sir: i hey :>o regard it. "We do not care anything- ab'out Mr. Jeilerson 
Davis's ]u-oscn])t ion. I'nt h.ere is. ])erhaps, Mr, Thompson, wlio lias held the ofhce of 
constable, and .Mr. ,J(»hnso:i. v,-ho has l)eeii overseer of highways, and other men of that 
elass, Avl <» c annot hold othce, liecanse they took an oatli to snp])ort the Constitution of 
the United r^tafes. a!id pei'haps gave clotliing or lun'ses to their sons when they were 
ronscri])! into the coiifcdtn-ate scrvic<\ Sonu'tinu's I feel very much as if I would 
pledge myself to r{>sign my oince if the gcn.eral amnesty policy were adopted, so as to 
L;ive the j.ecple in nn district a <-Iiance to elect somcluxly wlnnn they may prefer. I 
ft el no\v as if it v.tre a sort of " lloiison's choice'' with then', though they have given 
?!ie a big nr-ijoriry. If I should ever have another ch.ance, I won.ld lik.^ to run against 
oT:e of t:to-< \ o'/i;-,! T.itcs. It wonhl be a good test. 

ihiet<!io}). I ".'b-r t Ic' ]):e-en1 system in l ;i(»Soiuh. abn:>-'t •til tIk.- nr. a of .abilivv aro 

\vdmb d f.- c■^b•'■ .' 

Ansircr. W sir. 

tjucs.i ;t. til" >::;te i> denied the !>enelit of its Ix'st tahnit / 

V'.'.-.Trr. \ ■ s, sir. 

r^ur^;'[it)]. A::d of <'oin-e l iu.di of the disi^idci- is due to that fact i 
.IhHiCjr. W'ly natura'ly 'auA logii'ally. 

(^h.e.y-!'<>it. Does not tiie dissat i.^facl ion exti nd Ix yond tl)ose wlio ;ut^ iheai.- !v«'s 

< vclnd^d l- M s it net ext.-nd to the conminnity generally 

.h.'-^ic r. ( ' i t.'Jiil^ ; it aff; ( ts not tuily the men wiio are excluded, buti'ie community 
-evurr/i'y. , - v i.i-tanc", by this jKdicy 1 am ]e.vveiited from voting, perhajis, for the 
aian ef i:-.;- <,b' ici — a r.ian vvho stamls byn^e and v.lu;se eoUTisel and aid I want. I tun 
•aot a'!-.v ed to vot-' h)i' tlie nuni of my choice — the man wjioni 1 woidd really preler to 

repl»';-i-'M 

V'co- ;.' \i lais b(\'a st;i;< d in some (sf lln^ t. ■••1 iniony here that if tlje class <»f men 
who v^\-i; ni.ib " di>abi'iTies wi vc oi-pi)S(:d to do so. r!;ey coidil inodKce ])erf;^ct tiniet. 
^rejik i;p tl.;^- lui-j^lax bur i!!e^.;. aad out an » n^l t > ihe^r di-<; rr^aeci Vfliat. is yonr 
o]nn'.c.. i I ;..it lunnt 

. I.',.^ tv Ui-'vci- yet lieaT-d o\i! h-fi.ll:ig men of Jiiat « iaint-y who did not dcijounce 
'ui-(vli.Ki--. idio'se men have <!oi,(^, all that ])<'or hnniftn njilnre conhl be expected to 
(' ) ir-in ilie cir'-nnistanecs. Th(\v m-e prj)scii)a'd and excliided from ofiice. The 
, ^.ople tlan-e are snb.ingatcd. For iiistance, when ]Jlls^('^ (l iiist came there to hold the 
\! iil' d Stntes disrrntt Court, 0;;(i would have thengu!, from the a.])i>rehensions cx- 
oreh^scd, that an eartlnpnike or soiai thing very t<nrihc had conu ; and he did hohl the 
people up very sharply. VsV di'd not know hardly what W(y laight ind exjiect. For 
i«otanc.% if a. man smoked acigar anyvv here witldn the neigldjorliO<i<l ot' his c»>urt-room, 
ho v/o'.dd order th«t ci.;^ar to ha \n\i oat. A man who in tlie court-room would put a 
i'hew *^>f toUaccj) in his namth w(»idd be orderetl to take it ont, and tohl that lie must 
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not 8pit on the lloor. Ii a man would sit iu oue chair and lean over upon another, 
Judge Busteed v.-ould order him to sit up etraigUt. The judge, however, as I under- 
stood, got over that. I liave not been in his court myself for a long time. Once when 
I was in his court -room I closed my eyes, as I sometimes do when I am thinking, and 
his lacquey told mo 1 must not feleep in the court-room. I was not in the view of the 
court either; I w»as hidden by a beach, as it were. I got up and left the court-room, 
and have not been there siueo. Such things may seem amusing, but they are a little 
luimiliatiug. Judge Busteed told Judge Humphries — the Judge Humphries now in 
this city— that he must not be playing his gymnastics in his court ; that he must go 
round when bo wanted to get out of the bar. That may have been all very well. 
There was a good deal of laxity there, and Judge Busteed's course has improved the 
manners of the bar considerably; I will give Lim credit for that. 
By the Chairman, (Mr. Pol.vxd :) 

Question. I want to inquire somewhat in regard to this J>Ir. Lakin. Yon are aware, 
I suppose, of the occasion of the split iu the Methodist Church of the United States T 

Atmcer. Yes, sir. 

Question, The Itlethodist church in the Southern States went off from the general 
organization, and established a sex)arate organization — the Methodist Church South ? 
Aimccr, Yes, sir. 

Question. And the ground of this division was the subject of slavery wholly, wa>s 
it not f 

Aimcer. So I regarded it, and so it was accepted, I believe. 

Question. There was do question of doctrine or theological opiuion that divided them 
at all! 

A ns^cer. Not as I understand it. 

Question. You understand that the Methodist Church South held iirecisely the same 
religions faith in all respects as the Slethodists of the North, except upon this subject 
of slavery ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know how Mr. Lakin came to go South ? 

Atmcer. No, sir ; I know very little of Mr. Lakin. I have heard that a Colonel Shirk, 
a republican, who came from Peru, Illinois, as I understand, said that Mr. Lakin had 
been suspended, not deposed, but suspended by reason of some act, which was not 
exactly ecclesiastical or becoming a clergyman, and that he came South, not under 
any cloud so far as I have ever heard, but probably by the advice of his ecclesiastical 
superiors. That is the impression I got from my informant. 

Question. Did you understand that he had got out of ministerial employment at the 
North ? 

Ansiccr. Yes, sir ; I understood he was at the Five Points Mission, in New York. 
There this thing was done, whatever it was, which disturbed his ecclesiastical relations 
somewhat. He then went to Peru, Illinois. There, as I leanied from my informant, 
(who is named Van Valkenburg, and who obtained his information from Colonel Shirk, 
a gentleman living in Peru,) his relations to the church were not as close as a minister 
in good standing would desire to have them. 

Question. Do yoa not know, or have you not understood, that Mr. Lakin wa^i sent 
down into Alabama by the Methodist Conference of the North — that he went to Alabama 
under the authority of the Methodist Church North — that they sent him there ? 

Ansicer, My wife is a Methodist; but I am not very 

; Question. Ilave you not heard that that was the fiict ? 

J nsu-cr. No, sir ; but I do not doubt that he went there with some authority from some- 
body. 

Question. Do you not understand that he was sent down into Alabama by the Meth- 
odist Confereuce, the ecclesiastical authority of the Methodist Church North, for the 
very purpose of furthering the interests of that church, and attaching the Methodists in 
Alabama to the Methodist Church North, and that lie went clothed with proper ecclesi- 
astical authority for that puri>ose from the Methodist Church North T 

Answer. Well, I have no information on the subject. I suppose he went down there 
authorized by somebody, authorized perhaps by some resx^ousible ecclesiastical division 
of the church. I do not know anything to the contrary. 

Question. What you stated before rather seemed to imply that ho was a refugee t 

Ansirrr. I did not mean to intimate that he was a refugee. I stated that this gentle- 
man from Peru, Illinois, a republican, told my informant that Mr. Lakin was, at ono 
time, iu ecdoiastical, not disgrace, but suspension, by reason of something he had done. 

Jjy ]Mr. Blaii; : 

Question. What wa.s the nature of the transaction ? 
Answer. I do not know. 

By the Cilvirmax, (Mr. Poland:) 
Question. Do you not understand that when he went to Alabama he went under tJio 
authority of the Methodist Church North"? 
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Ansu'(r. I lnvo i-oi- any douht about it. 

Qtu'diion. 1 hoii he vrus iiv)t a rclugcc, and lie did not go down there to C8caj>0 ecclesi- 
uitical cciii^urc or pniiiehuier-t? 

AhtiiCir. J do not liiioNv tliiit did. If I made any suggestion in < bat direction at 
ill, It \%a.s io this rfn'cl.: h^ouict iiius ?i minister may do acts whicli will im[)air Ids use- 
;uli!ei'.8 \\h(^:c lio lias bcc^t 'liv iiip;; ovi{l( i^Cf^ oi' rctbrmatioii may bo given by him, and 
'.t may he M:;:;'^<\sicd to 

Qiuf^'lt' (. 'i !iv' i^uFjA Ne oi" i:iy inqr.'ry is to ascertain from you v/hetlier you did not 
L..iio\v, i'vx v.\ ini"oruiati<):i <.r oi iifrw i-c that Ik; went tiowu there accredited by tho ecclo- 
lai-itiiai ar.tlioriiy ot'tbi" Methodist Clnirch North? 

AnaiVir. 1 do not know anything; to tin; contrary, and I think he probably did. 

(jHC-sti(-rK j)o you ut>t uudi'i stand tbat to have been tho nuiuuer and reason of his go- 
iig to ll;at ►State — that l;e wc\A there cluthi'd witli audi authority im could be given to 
him by UicM cch'wi.ist ical authorities of bisi church ? 

Annucr. i have no n asou tod<>ul)t it. 

Qut fition. Vou have been iiupiired ot concerning the rhai:aeter of Mr. Lnkiu, whether 
lie did not sustain a bad charneter. Now, what do you know, or what have you heiird, 
MgaiUHttbe character of Mr. Lakin as a Cliristiau minister f 

Jnan er. Well, my imiiressioiis of JMr. Lakin's cliaracter as a Christian minister have 
Seen — I know notiiing personally about bim 

Qmi<HoiK State any iidbrnniti«Mi that you have? 

JuKUcr. 'Sly infornuitiou is tliis: I saw tbat it was stated by him that ho could not 
be down tliere; that lie was not treated right 

Quci<iio}i. 1 want you to lay aside his testimony ; 1 do not want you to refer to that. 
I Avant yon to tix yonr altentiou on his character as a man while ho was there beforo 
ho testiheJ. Have you any inlbrmatiou that ^Ir. Lnkin ever committed an act or 
did a thing that was (h-roga'tory to his character as a Christian minister f 

An.ma\ Ivnowmg ^Ir, Lakin ns little as 1 do, tlie impressions made upon my mind 
axs to his character, from v. hat 1 have h< a:<l of Inni, have not been favorable to him afc 
•ill. 

Oue^fUm. I want y<in to l)r s])eeil'.i . 
Aitbiitf. J V. ant to be specitlr. 

Qucsd n. What act di«l you ever heti i f Mr. Lakin committiug that was derogatory 
10 bis charai-ter as a Chi i^tian minist(M- ! 

Afit'-ivrr. 1 cannoT s;i\ ihat 1 Imve heard of any specific act derogatory to his charac- 
ter ;;s a ( hilstii n niiniMi r. The general bahit and practice of the man is fraternization, 
with c<'!.>ri'd lu oplc. li would (!< pend aUoi;-ctlier upon a man's stand-point whether 
T.'iat W(v \(\ be n .;;iii!cd favoral K' lo bis character. Then be told marvelous stories 
;d)Out Id > \» . lioi at ; I am iiui t alking about bis testimony, but about what 1 heard 
'^efoi'e h» "a\<' I..s t<'st.na>ny. 

Oiu>'' r-. M>n rv.(!(>i>tand :!•.;( !rs mis-sion in Abibanniwas to attach, so far as h(v 
■ oidd, li. AU'lhowist pcoi>l ' in Al; l)ania. 1 o i !ie M(^t hodist Church North? They did 
iut c: !! il'o ".M( thodi.t (Mn ii !i Nort!i/' but the ''iMethodist Episcopal Church." 

Jn^i' r-. V. ell, i Mi'.ros;' h\< i ■.- .•ion in Ai;ihania, whether lie was assigm.'d specifically 
^o tha; !..: ■■■'cu i.-r no'', v> :'s lo i^do ilic ect lesia^tical fold of the Methodist Church 

(lie cv.'i- rd pc.>p;.': J v^.Lil 1 rot say Mftbodists generally. 

Q.:<^.l ■'. N'ciy lii.rh it \^ ; s ( T.jri ctc<l ibat mnch the largest number of those whom 
ho W( u".<' !.■,< t t(» att;.ch (luMrs. ivrs t(» t he N<ir{ lunn braiu h of tlui J.Ieihodi. 0 Churcli 
would /(/!<)icd pc(.i )e, lull do yo\i nndcrst.nid that bis eti'orts were more directed to 
u,ettin- ! <'t i"| CTatit n * f th.;' < oion d tlnm the white Methodistsf 

Ars:?-: . \i s, ^ir ; thai is i !y i.n; re^sion, distinct and iwuphatic. 

(;f»(.s. ' 'i iiat iio w.;.s m i i'o aitt n.[.t to secure the. white Methodists of tho South 

air^ 

A)i'y}r< ■-. I \\V ix niy iinpve.--,i( -i to bis mission. 

(Jfith. ioii. Yen nndv>r--;and iI.m k;' d.:,U)i i^ani/.e a vei y coii.--.i le.ra.blo number of c]iurehcs 
clO'.vn th( i'.' i' 

AnHin ?'. \ »'H, hi r. 

{.Mfc.s/ Do yon niii'.ei.^iaiid t hat tb(\v W;\-e c,\clnsive]v colored ? 
An>f!r<r. No, sir, 1 do not; bnt wIumv tiie colored settlement's wvre, they wore, I 
■eckon, lu arly tn; 1 cannot say they were excbisively colored. 
ijiu'dtion. 'i iiere wer(^ more or less white Methodists in Alabama? 
Aii>^iva\ Yes, sir; in what are called the white counties. 

<)nisiio)f. Then do you understand that his special parpoRo was to secure colored 
]!e(iple to attach theius<dves to the Northern church i 
Aiisinr. That is my imprcssio i. 

Qiui^tlou. It is true, I sn])pose, that the great majority cf those whom ho sucecedeAl in 
detaching from the MetluKiisi (Umrch t\juih, and attaching to the Methodist Chnrch 
North*, v*ere colored people ? 

Ansivcr. 1 think so. 

Question. Would yon not naturtji'y expect that if -i man wtMit down upon amission 



440 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



of that sort, his busincbs and his relatioDS would be among those people whom he wa& 
endeavoring to convert and bring under the influence of the dcnommation or organiz- 
ation to which he belonged ? 

Anmer, Certainly. Ikly impression has been, .that there was associated with Mr. 
Lakin's ecclesiastical mission a political mission. 

Question. Do you understand that he was sent there by any political party! 

Anmer. No, sir; I do not know that he w^as ; but it might be difficult to separate the 
two functions. 

Qucstim. You have said that the great charge against him was, that he fraternized 
with the colored people ? What do you mean by thiit ? 

Answer. Well, social equality ; receiving them on equal terms at his own table and 
otherwise. 

(^cation. Considering his mission and purpose, was there not hardly anybody else 
that he could fraternize with ? 

Answer. A missionary to the colored people might fraternize with the white people. 

Question. If he went there for the purpose of detaching them from the Methodist 
Church South, and to attach them to the Methodist Church North, would he have been 
acceptable to the white people f 

Answer, 1 do not think he would. 

Question. The white Methodists of the South continued, as a general thing, to main- 
tain their relation to the Methodist Church South ? 
Answer. Yes, generally. 

Question. Do you think they would have fratenaized with, and fellowshipped, a man 
who had gone there for the purpose of detaching Methodists from the Southern 
church, and attaching them to the Northern church ? 

Answer. I do not tmnk that any mission, looking simidy to ecclesiastical effort, 
would deprive a man of social position. 

Question. Do you believe that the white Methodists of Alabama, who continued to 
maintain their relations with the Methodist Church South, would have received and 
fellowshipped him as a Christian minister when he was there for a purpose that they 
regarded as hostile to their church organization ? 

Answer. Of course not, if you put it in that way ; but, at the same time, a man might 
go down there for the purpose of acting as a missionary among the blacks 

Question. I am supposing that he was there for the purpose of detaching Methodists 
From the Southern branclTof the church, and attaching them to the Northern branch. 
Now would any white Methodist, who retained his relation to the Southern church, 
tiave fellowshipped him as a Christian minister, under those, circumstances ? 

Answer. I think not. 

Question. Then ho had nobody else to fraternize with except the colored people ? 

Answer. Oh, yes ; he had others to fraternize with. They are not all Methodists 
3own there. ' There are a great many men who do not belong to any church. 

Question. Would southern white people, no matter what church they belonged to, fra- 
ternize with a Christian minister who had come down there for the purpose of detach- 
ing Methodists from the southern branch of the church and attaching them to the north- 
i m branch ? 

Answer. Southern white people, as everybody knows, who knows anything of them» 
will not visit socially, as equals, men who fraternize with the blacks and treat them 
as social equals. 

Question. I want to lay that matter out of the question. If the very purpose and 
mission which Mr. Lakin was there to carry out (n(»t saying whether it was right or 
v^rong) was to detach a portion of the Methodists from the southern church, and attach 
them to the northern church, would not that fact have created unfriendly relations 
between him and the white people generally of all denominations ? 

Answer. JWell, it naturally and probably would have had that influence. 

i^stion When you use the phrase "fraternizing with the blacks" do you mean to 
imply that there was anything criminal or in any respect immoral in Mr. Lakin's re- 
lation to the colored people ? 

Answer. I never heard any such thing ; or, if I have heard it, it made no impression 
upon me. 

Question. From the position that ho occupied down there, was he not necessarily 
thrown into relations with the black people, and mainly with the black people only? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not think he was, except perhaps in the county of Madison and 
a portion of Marshall. 

Question. There has been a great deal said about Mr. Lakin, and as you come from 
the vicinity where ho resides, I want to get a full exposition of this whole thing. 1 
-want yoii to state whether you have heard of any act or thing done by Mr. Lakin, while 
he lived in Alabama, that was in the slightest degree derogatory to his character as a 
Christian minister f 

Answer. Independently of his testimony and all such things ? 

Question. Yes, sir. 
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J;,vswvr. I lijivr ii(»t. It is dii*- to truth to say that 1 have not. 1 have heard imputed 
1-0 liim this thing- or that, but I have not heard anything which I can emphaHize^^vhieU 
J can tix upon. 

Quf^tion. ]>o you not })» li('vc that tiJs allec;'ed had character of IMr. Lakin, about 
wliich inquiiy has been made by other members of the committee, has grown out of 
tlic ])ur])o^e for ^vhi(ll he went there, and the neces'^ary rehttion which he occupied t<* 
the black people in oj'der to carry < ni that purpose ? 

Jnsn'cr. ^'o, ^ir; I'ot enlirely. As J ]in\ e said before, I luive heard these repoit;s 
;(nd tljcse runjoj s, wiiich se^'U.t <i to !•»• \M''.i fcuiided, of a disturbance of his eeclesiasti- 
t ;)l relations in the Norii!, 

(JiKXtioiK Tliat did not ;it:V< r I'iin di>v/n (here. I supiM)S(^.' 

.tii.sirrr. It uHght ]uivi- aUcctiMl liim do\vji thrre. 

{hicsliun. I am talking (tf wh;it lie di<l in Alabama? 

.iiiydvcr. O, t do net know auy}hi?1^i: of tliat sort. 

<^ULtHtii>v. 'J'lies.o were tidngs vJneii you lieard of as having taken place in the North, 
a eonsi<lerabhj tiuje ago / 

JuHivtr, 1 (hj j)ot recolh'Ct thi.t 1 i •^^•r saw Mr. Lakin but twice. I never spoke to 
liim or int<*re!iang<'d a word %\ itli Jiini. I have heard one thing and another, as I may 
lM*ar such things of an> n'.an, wlii< h I did not emphasize, and which did not make anv 
inq^n ssion upon nie. 

(/ue-silon. One re^Mibiii'-.c, down ils ir inld you he was a fanatic?" 

.tuisirfr. ^ t's, ,sii-, 

i^iU'^^tUjn. Wliat eiil yon nn<h"-.v!and h'.'.w to mea:i by that ? 

.lusivcr. AmaiiMlio was ••.xtrem * in his views, and extreme iji his sraiemenis and 
acts, and dis])ost'd to exaggeralr. Th.> mail avIio said this, said at the >ame time that 
he thought Mr. l.akin meant to !>e honest. 

Quesiion. Von understood, iln^n, that he wa<s an earnest, zealotis, proselyting man T 

.limirr. No, sir: 1 ill not go so far as that. The phrase "earnest, zealous, proselyt- 
ing man," <lo, s n(»t meet and lill the wh(de idea of a fanatic. 

(^uesthnK VoTi iindersto(Hl that to he inchuk'd in the description, did yotinot; that 
h<' was down tliere i>r«)secuting this work, which he was sent to do, and prosecuting it 
V. itli zeal and energy ? 

Ansinr. 1 did not infer anyJliing of that >oi t. lAv. Figgers and myself were referring 
to his testimony. 

* Qu€slion, i wart for a inoiru^nt to lay that .".side. I want to ascertain how he stood 
in your comnninity be fore he came here as a witness. Did yon understand from what 
you heard and from what everybody" said about him that he was a man who was prose- 
<'uting with zeal and earnestness this labor he was sent tliere to perform — to detach 
.1 ])Oiiioii of the Methodists from the southeiii church, and attach them to the 
northern rhnreh f 

^iusictr. \ es. sir; I had no other imju'es^ion as to his character. I do not know that 
it ever oe' Uired to me that he was doing the work with zeal and earnestness; but as 
1 he quest ii)n is a.sked me now, my idea is that he was that sort of a man. I suppose 
he was a laborious man. 

(Juc!^tiiyn. And vou sav vcu iK'Ver lieard liim aceuscd of any dishonorable or immoral 
act? 

Ahsu'it. D ssocinted from his testimony. I ut^ver have, except as I told you in regard 
to what oeeiM red at the North. 

Question. If there was anything wrong about his course in the North, tho northern 
people will kno\\- about tliat. 1 am talking about his residence and acts in Alabama. 

Ansuer. There is nothing of that kind that 1 can put my finger on now. I am not 
the kind of ;i witness t«) he informed with reference to what other men do. Other me>a 
attend to their busin<\ss, and I attend to mine. 

Question, You say that at one time a story got abroad that Mr. Lakin was killed* 

Ansiccr. Yes, sii", 

(Question. Do you hapju^n to know how that story originated, or what set tliat mm^j!■ 
going? 

Aitbuer. No, sir. 

Question. You nev(^r heard if 

Answer, I n<>ver heard. 

(Question, Did you never hear that someboily lired into his house i 
.Answer, I heard that a sliot was tired into his house in 16b8; that a poriioa e 
buckshot went into the ceiling. 

(Jucstion, Was not that the very time that the story arose ? 

^tiisiccr. O. no ; it was last spring that the story came out that he was killed, 

QitcHtion. Are you sure of that ? 

Answer, Yes, su', positive; for I was very particular in inquiring about it. 
(Jacstion. You do remember that somebody iired into the house f 

AuKioer. I have heard since, and I do not know but I heard at tl;e. time, that sonv b»)tiy 
lired into his house in 
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Question. Yon did not regard that as a particularly friendly demonstration, I suppose? 

yimivtr. Of course not. I have had that thing pretty nearly happen to nij self, and I 
Aid not consider it very friendly. But the fact that, according to the description, a 
portion of the shot \vent into the upper sash, and the other portion into the upper 
glass of tlio lower sash, lodging in the ceiling, was rather indicative that there was no 
intention of committing murder. 

Questum, Did you hear any of the circumstances of that affair? 
I Answer. I heai'd what I have Just mentioned : that is all. 

Question. Did you hear anything as to who did the shooting, and where they wore 
seen f 

Anmver. I heard one man say that it was done by a negro. I did not attach any 
importance to that. 

Question. Dul you understand him to ass'ert that as a fact which he knew ? 
Answer. I say l did not attach any importance to it particularly. 
Question. Some charge all these Ku-Klux outrages on the negroes. ^ y 

Answer. I did not know that. 

Question. Did you understand that this gentleman was Rimj)ly asserting his jiulgmont, 
or stating a fact which he himself knew i 
Answer. I reckon it was his judgment. 

Question, lie did not profess to have knowledge of the facts ? 

Answer. No, sir ; the gentleman who made that remark was Colonel 15enjamin Jolly. 
Question. Does he live in Huntsville ? 
Ans^ver. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say that Mr. Lakin had told that ho had be^n shot at some time when 
he was travelin^^ on the road ? 
A nswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And some people thought that he imagined it ? 

Ansioer. Yes, sir ; my informant, who was informed by Mr. Lakin that he had been 
shot at, told Mr. Lakin, "I do not think that any man intended to shoot you, under 
the circunistauces." 

Question. Did this man tell you that !RIr. Lakin said that the shot went through bis 
beard ? 
Answer, No, sir, not at all. 

Question. If the shot did go through his beard, would you not think it some indica- 
tion that some person did intend to injure him ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that would be coming rather close. My informant did not tell me 
any such thing j ho understood that ^Ir. Lakin had said he heard the whistle of the 
bail. 

Question. If the shot went through his beard, you would not think him liable to a 
charge of drawing on his imagination if ho said that somebody intended to shoot liim ? 
Answer. No, I would not. 

Question. In 1868 you w ere not living in Huntsville ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Questum. But you learned that at that time a considerable body of armed, disguised 
men—one hundred and fifty or so — appeared in the city of Huntsville ? 
Ansxeer. Yes, sir. 

Question. On a night when there was a republican meeting? 

Anmcei'. Yes, sir; a night or evening. I do not recollect that the meeting wiw at^ 
night. These men appeared on the day of a republican meeting. 

Question. That statement about the appearance of these men you supposed to be 
true? 

Anmver. I have not any doubt almut it at all. 

Question. And there was some shooting nn that occasion, and several persons kille<l? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Qiiestion. Were the persons who were killed upon that occasion republicans ? 
Answir. 1 do not know. One man who was shot through the head or face was I 
know a democrat. 

Question. What wan his name ? 
Answ'cr. Cox. 

Question. There was also, 1 believe, a Judge Thurlow shot ? 

Answer. Judge Thurlow, from Athens, was killed. I suppose he was a repnbli(;aii. I 
<lid not know him i)ers(mally. Cox I did know personally. 

Question. Was not Judge Thurlow there tp address the meeting ? 
Answer. I do not know. 1 reside eight miles from Huntsville. 
Question. Did you not understand so ? 

Answer. I understood lu; was a republican, and a participant in the meeting ns a 
republican. 

Question. But you understood that that was a sort of indiscriminate firing that was 
got up in consequence of the panic ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that was the impression made on my mind at the time, and is what 
Ifitillthink. 
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Qu Had yoii ever auy fsottlcd ideii as to the purpose with Avliicli that body of 

mon c;i..;o thore — how they hapix^nod to como into Huntsville tho very night that'this 
repnbhoau nuotiiig was bein.f; held tliero ? 

Aiiiiicer. Tho men who made np thn nicetin^ij were mostly armed ; and theso men 
-vent there perhaps for the piirpo»<e of intiuiidatiu*^; that meeting to some extent. I 
ihini; that must have be<'n ii. lliat is ray ijjferenco. 

Qm^iHon. You wonkl lia^'ly expect tht-n tliat a body of republicans went therefor 
that i)arpose f 

An^irer. O, no, ?ir, not r< i)ublleans ; t]ion.t:;h I do not l^now whether they wore men 
< f any politics. Tbey mav I'.aA'e been red-hot secessionists. 

Qutsilon, At that time — in ld()8 — were tin ho bodies of difsgnised men pretty frequent 
and general throughono the county — did yon hear of them everywhere I 

Auiiccv, No, sir. 1 heard of their a})j)eann'g })robably two or three times in Ilunt-s- 
ville. 1 lu^ard o{ their appearing n}>on tlie bordera of Tennessee. They were not 
general at all : th(\y app("ared in particular localities. 

Queyf'ion. Did you not iiear of them at varinus plaecv'^ all about the State? 

AiiHivtr. Yes, (-ir. 

Qui'MiUm. And in eth«'r S'aten / 

Anxwci. Yes, sir. 

((hic^i'^ov. Tln'. I'.Tatti')" Ivcc ani<> lau * I nniveisal con\me](it everywhere ? 

AvHirrr. Well, sir, it was talked aboi.t. I do not want it understood that I was ever 
inipre.^sed witli tJie idra that there was a general organization running through tho 
State. 

Quvslwn. I am nu-vrly asking v* hetlu r they did not appear in localities all about tho 
country ? 

Amirvr. Yes, sir ; I would hear of thrm at Pulabki, Tenne.saee, at Iluutsville, Alaba- 
ma- ; occasionly at Atiams and Morrisville. 

Qnfu'Unu You have given ns a tlu^ory as (o the origin of tho Ku-Klux — the motives 
\vhich pronq)(<'d them. Year theory is that the slaves, innnediately after their libera- 
lion, WiTo intoxicated witli tlnnr freedom, hardly knew what to do with themselves, 
and wi'jv goiivj; abnut iu bau<{s talking wihl things; that there was alarm in eonse- 
Muenrj/liTxirrarTTlIi^: v;iuie ])copje, and that this organization, so far as it went, whether 
It} was local or ol'.ntvv is(\ was a sort of volunteer police force, to check or prevent any 
!'xce.sN.' s that til.' rolort'd jM'0]>hi mi^ht be (lisp(»scd to commit. That is your idea of 
The oiij.in ot the organi/at iv>ii ? 

An-!'v : Yes, sir, tiiat is ir.y idea.. 1 do not know whether you are aware of it, but 
Sena'.'i I'ool knows I'arA. we h •<! always b* ibre the war a sort of l(K3al neighborhood 
poiic*'. u{ i' NlriLo^ •.:(<' Iliat this thnii^ w;i.^ sn,r._r,v4trd by that. 

I'; ?Ir. I'oo! : 
C>U' >: ity.t. Yon vrU-v vo to.' jian<w ' 
J.v.>. /•. Ye-., sir. 

]*y tlie CllAiUMAX, (y.Tr. roi.-u\i>:, 

/ / '/■();•'. Your idea, ihr if^ is not that this org:tni>.aiion was miule uj> of the dissolute, tho 
vicious, tm^ aban(h-»n:"d. and the \\ icked — the raganiiifiins, as seme l)ave ex])re.sse<l it? 

J,tt<-\)\ Xo. 1 think tiiat wiiatv'\';r eleriunts i>f that character there may be in it 
have gone into it latt( ]'ly. .Since th»- eleciioJi of IB-"":? 1 have not heard of there being 
bauds t)f Ku-Klnx. 

iJi'i'Siion. Accurdhig to \onr iiU^a, this organizatii^n hi its original pnipose was an 
organization in the ini<.-rcst of peaiw*, order, and quiet ? 
Answer. Y^'t^, sir. 

<^.7r,s/?o/j. To atibrd protection agaiiist any outhn-ak by tho colored people if tliero 
>lionld Ix^ any trouble of that kimi • 
A'l} 'suu r. Y'es, sir. 

(,ni{ siiO}i, lint you say you think that sub^; 'iU- -. My it ut;nt quite ])ey«)Md that" 
^\vH}rcr. \<^s, sir; t tliink it did. 

(^'{vC.N Will you give ns your ieea of 11 cvirijt i-> v. hi eh it did go; how fjr its 
puix)t)se v/;k> i iilarged or change.! .• 

Aiii^v.-'T. \\'el]. sir, it Vv as in one sense antag»)?dzini; tiie colored people, so far as regards 
keeping tliem trom doing acts that v/ould amount fo outrage, or anything of that 
.>ort. \Vhen theses ine'-tings r, i-re held men attended them armed; and tlie colored 
peoph* being ahee.it all of th'-^u a' laed, tin-re vv'cre natnrally at times meetings which 
were ev;cabioiis of ♦ xritcmcnt. It was mxturally thonglit that these men, coming 
together in large IfodiCvS, might be induced or provoked to commit outrages; and theso 
bauds called Kit-Khix, witli a vi(^w of averting anything that might} foUow from that 
feort of thing, went tiane, and no donbfc intimidated or disturbed these meetings. Tho 
motive, 1 su[)pose, (this is only an inference,) was a mixed one. Sly theory about the 
origin of the thing is, I have no doubt, correct j but tho organization was, j>«-» 
haps, perverted to a eoTmidcrable extent from its original purpose. I never savr a Ku- 
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IQux, or a Ku-Klux band of any kind, knowing them to be sucb; I never talked with 
any man who admitted to me tiiat ho had been a Ku-Khix. 

Question. Yon understand that in your State, and about in various localities throngh 
yonr country, these armed bands occasionally killed a man ? 

Art^icer. Oh, no ; not all through tjie country ; that is caixying it further than I had 
dreamed of. I supposed it was a very naiTow, limited thing. I have heard of it in 
particular localities. * t 

Questim. When I say all about the country, I do not mean in every town and county 
of tho Southern States. 

Answer. The cases were exceptional rather than general. 

Qucsiian. Have yon not heard of them in North Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Georgia ? 
Answer. Ye.s, sir. 
Question. And in 31is?iissippif 

Atiswer. Yes, sir; in two or three counties in Mississippi, and three or four in Ala- 
bama. 

Question. So far as you heard of these bands operating at all, did you not hear of 
their going about and killing men ? 

Answer. 1 have heard frequently of their whipping men. 

Question. Have you not heard of their killing a great many men ? 

Answer. My general impression is that I did hear of their killing peoi)le. That is th»* 
impression upon my mind, though I cannot now fix upon any one who was kilhxl by 
them. 

Question. Did you ever happen to hear of their killiuij the solicitor of Greene County ^ 
Answer. Mr. Boyd ? 
Qliestion. Yes, Mr. Boyd. 

Answer. Yes, sir, 1 heai <1 of that. 1 do not know that they were Ku-Khix wht> killed 
hira. 

Question. Well, it was a body of disguised men? 

Armver. I have heard, whether it was true or not, that Boyd had ,been convicted t»f 
a serious offense. 

Question. Fifteen years before ? 

'Answer. I do not know whether it was fifteen years before. 

Question, Wo have all the particulars of that from other witnesses. I want to ascer- 
tain whether you cKd not hear of this body of disguised men going about in the night 
and frequently killing deople? 

Answer. No, sir, not frequently. I heard of Boyd being killed. 

Question. We have hundreds of instances proved where they did it ? 

Answer. They did it; there is no doubt about that; but I cannot designutti tiie 
X)lace8 or the men. 

Question. Was it not still more common to hear of these armed men going about at ' 
night and whipping somebody, with great severity ? 

Answer. I have heard of that in some couuties in North Alabama. In DeKalb county, 
in my district, a verdict of $1,000 was recovered the other day against some parties for 
Avhipping a man. 

Question. W'hen they got to doing that, did yon think they went beyond the original 
idea? . ^ - • 

Answer. Altogether. ^ 
Question. When this organization began to whip yieople, and to kill people, do yuu 
not think it had assumed a sort of political character ? 

Answer. It had assumed such a character that everybody cried out, "stop these out- 
rages." 

Question. All respectable, good people? 

Answei\ All respectable, good people in my neighborhood did ; and then the organ- 
izations were disbanded so far as my locality was concerned. > 

Question. You think that in your region the organization has entirely ceased ? 

Anstvcr. I think there has been no such thing as a band of Ku-klux anywhere there 
for nearly three years. I think I should have heard it if tli<iro had been. I am not 
altogether unobservant of what is going on in my district, though I am a good deal of 
the time away from there. 

Question. You have spoken of tho apprehension under which, according to your idea, 
this Ku-Klux organization was first formed. Do you think there ever was any well- 
grounded apprelicnsion anywhere that an armed police force was necessary to keep 
the colored people in check ? 

Answer. That question- add ressfid to diiferent men would receive dilferent answers. 

Question. Well, 1 put tho question to you. 

Ansiocr. I believe that any man who is not easily intimidated can disarm a dozen colored 
people; but when the colored people use menacing language, ride over the country 
in squads, with arms in their hands, firing olF their guns day and night, and on all days 
of tho week, there are very few persons that would not feel some apprehension, espe- 
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ritilly in coiulition of tbe couutry as it vras a t'cw yoars ago, iind iu view ol* the iato 
rouditioii of the iU'<::roes as slaves, and their recent acquirement of freedom. 

Vj/r-s//oi?. They did not quite know what to do with themselves as fi'eemen ? 

Au.-ti"ir. Th(ty acted, not pej'ha]}S .strangely Imt in a way to alarm people. Let me 
;4ive you a little illustration: In ]HG6 or lbG7, 1 could Jiot get my colored servant 
woman to milk my cow when it rained ; she would not do it; she thought that thing 
was played out," and that 1 must go and milk the cow myself. And, when thero 
Avould hit a guest at my house I could not get my servant to black his boots as the 
rustonj had beeu ; I had to black them myself. Most of the menial service I performed 
at that time myself, because I had to do so. 

(^hi(:st^ou. The colored people had got enlarged id<^as of what it meant to be free ? 

.i))>i)c(r. YcvS, sir; very large ideas. 

Quefidon. Was it about that time that they entertained the notion that they were 
going to have som(^ land given to them, that tJiere was to be a division jof the land ? 

Ansircr. Tliey were told "'1 hat is not y<)ur master's land, but your land; your work 
made it what ii, is; he would ?iot have had any land if it had not been for you.'' That 
vas the sort of talk that waf^ indulged in. 

<i)uesiion. Tiiev had si-nse rncMigh to get over that idea veiy soon, I fiup])ose '! 

AihiUfT. I will say l\n- theni that, as a ja.« (j just emancipated, they ai'e behaving 
remarkably v>^ell. 

(^hu^■st}oJ^. Tli(\v soon got nvrr those enlarged notions of what it was to he free ? 

^Inniirr. Washington C ity rxhilnls moie of what 1 would call insubordination among 
the nc^groPs than you can see almo.>^t anywhere else. For instance, you will not lind a 
(■(doHMi man who will give his ]>hice to a white lady in a ear; at least I never see that. 
A great deal ot what (mh- sih s in Washington City we do not see in my country. There 
t he negroes mo respectful, and behave themselves astonishingly well. 

(^iwsiiou. I think thry d<» liere. 

Jiu,irn'. Well, I do not think tlicy do here compared with the comlnet of the negroes 
among us. Wl^ ai'(; a liMl;« ii» at Is. met- in that respect. 

I'y Mi-. j'ooL : 

Qnc-^iion. I want to learn a little more .about that ra\'tona .Mffair. Did the colored 
people make any eHorl to burn the town on that o»M'asion f 
A}i><wtr. J said they threatened to burn it. 

(^UH-^lion. Did they make any etlort to do it when tln'y went into town ? 

.iiv^in r. Not that 1 ever heard of. ISIr. Tucker was my informant, and he did not 
-'tale lli.it. Thoy swore they wonld burn the town. 

(JiuiuOK, Did they commit any act of violence upon any individual ? 

Auswi-r. Not so far as 1 heard. Mr. Tucker's statement to me was, (I am not pretend- 
iiig to state anything of my own knowledge on this point,) that they went there and 
swore tliey wonld burn the town, and made iMght hideous with their yells and menaces. 
That w.is hi-i statement. 

(Jii('s(lo)i. Did they commit an v violence upon any person in town or anywhere else? 

Auxirrr. Not that 1 know of. lie did not slate to me that they did. 

Qncs'ion. Did they (M)mmit any tr«^sp.*iss upon any property in town ? 

Arisu<r. Ti(/ did no' mrution that they di«l. 

fjui'sdon. When <ln[ they leave town t 

Anjiwrr, Tney left the loun next morning, but thry returned again on the evening 
of Sunday. 

Que.^tkm. Did they commit, any acts of violence when they returned on Sunday 
I vening ? 

Ah.suc7\ They tired oif their guns in tlu; direction of a congregation coming from 
church, and alarmed the women and rhihiren very much. 
Quei<tion, Was an>, body hurt f 
An-^iver, No, sir. 

(Jui^don. Did they retire again ? 

Amm-r. Do you mean the blacks 1 • 
Quetitlo7u Yes, sir. 

Answci'. I siqipose they did. Probably the men who livcid in that little place were so 
exasperated that they may have seized the leaders at once and disi)ersed the otheT?^?. 1 
am not advised as to that. 

Queslion. You say that Luke was executed ? 

Aimvcr. Luke, and 1 think four negroes. 

Qu€-8tion. How were they exec n ted i 

^Inmer. They were executed, as I understand, by the citizens of the pla<;e. 
(^uebfwn. Were they hanged 1 , 
Atwwer. I suppose they were either hanged or shot; I neven inquired particnirtrly 
about that. 

Question. Were they arrested ])eforo that ? 

Atmver. 'I'hey were arresU^l and were taken out of the hands of the officer. 
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Question, Were they arrested by le^al authority T 

An»nMr, They were arrested by citizens and placed in the hands of the officer. That 
is my information. 

Question. But they were taken from the hands of the otlScer, and four of them ©x€>- 
cuted ? 
Anmccr. Yes, sir. 

Question, Were any more of them shot or wounded ? 
Answer, None that I heard of. 

Question, You say that Luke was obnoxious to the pooide ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Had he ever committed any act of violence on any one, or was he charged , 
with any such act f 

Answer. Mr. Tucker told me thafc Luke had interested himself very much in seducing 
Bcrvauts from,the emi)loy of the planters, and had made himself offensively obnoxiouf* 
in that way. 

Question. He had not committed any act of violence upon person or property so far as 
you heard ? 

Answer. No, sir; General Burke, a republican there, says he was constantly preach- 
ing his doctrine of fraternization with the ue*]jro, and miscegenation; and, as Burke 
fcays, that doctrine is very offeusive among those mountaineers. 

Question, Was Luke a white man ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; he was a Canadian. 

Question, la there any serious apprehension of miscegenation among the people in the 
South? 

Avswrr, 1 do not think there is, generally speaking; there is not in my neighbor- 
hood. There have been rapes committed there. In DeKalb County, the year before 
last, a woman was ravished by two or three negroes; and it seemed to arouse a terrible 
feeling of excitement. Of course the crime is horrible under any circumstances ; but 
it is especially terrible when committed in that way. Those people were greatly 
excited and exasperated. Of course under such circumstances they would be likely to 
commit outrages and go further than they should. Cases of that kind may have 
induced the doing of a great many wrong acts — acts wrong in themselves, but having 
strong provocation to tlioir commission. 

Question. Do you think that this Kn-Klux organization was gotten up for the purpose 
of ]>reventing miscegenation f ' 

Ansiver. O, no; not necessarily. I had not thought of that; but when men who 
constitute a large majority of the population ride about night and day in a menacing 
manner, shouting and screaming, it is very natural for a female to have apprehensions 
of some sort of outrage. I am not speaking particularly of miscegenation. Miscege- ' 
nation, 1 sujipose, is a voluntary sort of business rather than anything that is done 
by tin; use of muskets, pistols, or anything of that sort. 

Question. Yon think there is nothing in the conduct of the negroea for the last two 
or three years which would justify the forming of these extraordinarv organizations 
called the Kn-Klux? 

Answer. Not in my locality ; I only speak of that. If I am truly advised (and I think - 
I am without any doubt) there has been no such thing as a Ku-lClux there for the last^ 
two years, or for more than two years. 

Question. Did you say that even Mr. Lakin was received down there with courtesy 
and kindness? 

Answer, lie said so; ho said he was received with courtesy. He told republicans so; 
and they said they were very much surprised at his testimony as reported by telegraph. 
Question. Do yon mean that he said so here in his testinumy? 

Answer. He said there that he had been received with uniform courtesy ; and those to> 
whom he had used this expression were very much surprised at his testimony in which 
Uo said the contrary. 

Question. Had he been received there with courtesy and kindness? 

Answer. How do I know? I do not know whether he has been or not. I have heard 
of instances two or three years ago where he was not. He was received with courtesy 
and kindness so far as my observation went. He stated to Mr. James Ware and Mr. 
Gill, and Mr. Day, that he had been treated generally with courtesy. 

Question. Did he state to Mr. Day that he had generally been treated with courteay, 
or wa.s he speaking of a particular occasion ? 

Auswvr. He said that he had generally been treated with courtesy in traveling the 
cXstriet that made up his circuit. 

Quesiion. Did he say that to Mr. Day ? 

Answer. He said it to Mr. Ware and Mr. Gill ; and as I understood Mr. Day to say, 
to him also. 

Question. And yon say the community was xcry much surprised at the statement he 
was reinjrted io have made in his testimony ? 

Answer, I did not Siiy the community ; I said that these gentlemen to whom ho had 
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©xpretised liiiiLsi'lf as having been treated with conrtesy were very much surprised to 
find fl at he had tcKtilied to the contrary. 

Qresiiov, Do yon yourself believe; tliat he had been received generally with courtesy 
and kin(hit'ss ' 

Answer. I Ikivs' no Ivnowl. i-<r" to the contrajy. I su])pose he did not ask for tha 
<;onrl;'.sy of ^'^'^vav. iiuti. I n;*v< r saw tlio nuni bu't twice. 

Q.'cilio)}. Is it your Jud-iiiout that lie told tlie truth wlien lu- said he had not beei. 
r<Koiv('d with courtesy iind kiiid'ie.s.s by th(; wliite poo\>h; ? 

Aiisircr. I\Iy jiitlcrment i^ th:it he did not tell the truth when lie said he had been 
treated diseonrteonsly or nnkin«lly ; tli.it he ha;l been threatened, or anything of that 
sart. 1 (U) not tliink lie ever received sueh treatment. 1 have no doubt that trickn 
were played on him some time ago: but 1 have heard of notliiog of that kin<I recently. 

C^ntstwu. Yon tliiidc then that in the main he was received with'conrtesy and kiiidne^H'*' 

Av.sn-cr. I take his statements as given to these gentlemen ; they are the only informa- 
tion I have oTi the snbj( ct. I never asked anybody in regard to'tlie matter. 

QiiisliotL Yon rely 1 ihinlc nuire on the Btatement wliicli was nnnle not upon oatlx 
to these gentlemen, than you do on the statement made upon oath before this eom- 
miltee ? * 

Answer. Tl ere was !io ni(,tive for him tn tell these gentlemen anything but the truth. 
I do net kn- w v^liat he did tell the committee. Did he say that lie was not safe? 

Qitc.^tloti. 1 indei'.^food you to say that it was so reported. 

An.^ira'. \\ v. .\s so reported in t!ie telegraphic abstract of his testimony; and these* 
goTitlemen ^ ere .surprised to see that statement. 

(Jnct'ion. Y(.'i say it was reported that ho was at tliC Five Points mis«ion in No^v 
York and got into sorie trouldo v. ith his church? 

Avsin >'. Vi>^, sir. 

QvcHliun. 'j'lu:t he went tLeuce to rem, Illinois? 
Arixircr. Yes, sir. 

Qoi^^riou. A: «l tiiat tlu-re he had trouble aL^:iiu'? 

A)i.^u'( v. >so, 1 kVaX nt t siiy hi' l;a«l trouble ther(^ the Famci trouble followed him there 
(Jn(:s!''()}i. A'ul iliei<e(^ li,- Vwis tr: h^;l'ene<l to the soutliern country, and these reportt^ 
followed ITin tliei'e i 
yJ/V-vfr. W-s, sir. 

Qiu i.iu). You l eeiM to be pi-etty })(isi(ive that h.- has be<'u in the liabit of frateiJ»i;i 
iug vv'iih ue;:r(>( s luid ha\ iug them at his table? 
Au^.vrr. Y-s, sir. 

Quotii^i}. an ext<uit which I believe you said .savored r,>f miscegenation? 

Aus;n-r, (). iHi; 1 did not say that ; I sa'd it looked towards .soeial equality, i do 
njt impute U'isee<;('uation to him. 

QiiCH<i!)i}. \a it likely that a man-^^ho carried to Alabama sueh a repntatioTi ho 
M >ems !»y ytajr ^/ate!^.H'nt to hav<^ acquired at the Five Points. New Yoi k, and to have 
e.n ried vs ith \,\v,\ to Peru, Illinois— a man who had gone to Alabama for thc^ ])urposo o' 
d.'.tiieliing a poi-t'oii of the southern Methodists from their chureh connection, a:id con 
n 'eti'."j: them w ith another church organization — a man, too, who fraternize(l ^^11: the 
n^'groes a!;(! had lliem at his ov.'u table, and to an extent that looked toward soeiti) <'(pi •» 
ity — is it lil^ely llmt sucli a man would b.'. received there with court i'sy and ki i h:. s.i ' 

Ausiviv. ^ot where that thing was practicctl. 

QiU'iiittfL Was it not gen(^ral ^ 

Aus)rn\ Tiiere are v<»ry lew negroes in the southern counties of his disli ie.t ; I think Uik 
associates there were principally whites. Xorth Alabanui, except in the valleys, has. 
very few n(^<!:roes. 

Qnv^iliov. l](»fbre ;Mr. Lakin ai>x>eared here to testify, did you hear that he was recklosh 
in his statcMueuts ? 

Atifiircr. 1 have heard since this testimony came out, and talking with men with whom 
he was in the habit of conferring, that he was rr^ckless in giving his testimony. 

(Juvt^'fion. Had you ever hejird recklessness in his statements attributed to him beforot 

Aiifiicf r. I never heard anything of him, except knowing that ho was rluue as a min- 
ister. I was born and reared in the North, ancl whatever ]>eo])le may tiiink about men 
wlio come down to tin? {South, I am for letting everybody go his own way, [)rovided 
that he does not trespass on my rights, or those of my neighbors. 

(Ji(niio)i. Did you ever hear anything of Mr. Lakin's "powerful imagination'^ beforo 
lie came before this committee to testify? 

Autiiirr. No, sir. 

Qtit.sfiou. You have only Iieard of th.ese things Rinco ? 

j^insnrr. Yes, sk ; my attention has not been called to him very ranch except in this 
connection. 

()u(fil}o}i. You say you think he is honest? 

Ai'.sircr. No ; I said that Mr. Figgers said ho thought ho was honest, but a fanatic. 
Qu(H(l(ni. Do you tliink that he has the reputation among those w)io know j.um ut 
Alabama of being an honest man ? 
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Answer. I really ciiiiuot very well answer tbat questioD. I caunot say that be has 
the reputation now of being an honest man among those v/ho know him in Ala- 
bama. As I have told you, men who were his personal friends have been astonished at 
the report of his testimony, because it is so contradictory of his previous statements. 

Question. Contradictory in any other i}articalar than on this question of his having 
been received with courtesy and kindness f ' 

Jnsica; No ; but I referred also, you will recollect, to the case about the butter. 

Question, I asked whether they said the report of his testimony was contradictory t^» 
his previous statements upon any other i)oint than this question of his having been re- 
ceived with courtesy and kindness? 

Answer. I do not recollect as to that. 

Question. If that is the only thing in his tejitimony at which they were surprised,. and 
which seemed to them to contradict » 

Answer. They only saw a brief abstract of his testimony. They were very much sur- 
prised that he should have made a general statement that he was not safe in Alabama, 
and could not obtain kind and courteous treatment. 

Question. The supposed contradiction between his testimony here and his previous 
statement, that he was received ^ith. courtesy and kindness^ is what has gotten up 
this talk in regard to his testimony, is it ? 

Question. It is his testimony, so far as they are advised of it, that they are talking 
about. 

Question. Are they advised of it any further than yon have stated ? 
^ Answer. They are not advised of it further than by the abstract which has been pub- 
lished in the papers, and which has not been denied. 

Question. Did you ever hear about; the transaction in connection with the tub of 
Ixutter until after he had given his testimony here ? 

Ansxcer. I may have heard of it when I was informed that he was coming here t-o 
give his testimony, I do not recollect whether I heard it after he gave his testimony 
or after we were advised that he was doming to give his testimony. 

Question. But you had never heard it except in connection witii his appearance as a 
witness before this committee ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Why was such a thing as that started in regard to him as soon as it was 
known that he had been summoned to appear before this committee? 

Ansicei'. It may have been started after he had given his testimony ; my mind is not 
< lear as to that. If he had made statements here which people did not believe to hr 
1 rue, that would naturally suggest to them to tell anything they knew that was not 
liivorable to him. It came out in that wav. 

Question. But I understand you to say that the only statement upon which a point • 
w^jw made was simply the statement that he had not been received with proper courtesy 
and kindness by the people of Alabama ? 

Answer. O, no ; I referred to his testimony generally. Major Ware told me that he 
was very much surprised at the testimony of Mr. Lakin that he coul.d not travel safely, 
was not treated courteously, and all that ; because last spring when it was reported 
he had been killed, and simultaneously almost with the report he appeared in the 
office of the probate judge. Major Ware said to him, "Why, Mr. Lakin I am very much " 
surprised to see you ; we heard you had been killed and then Mr. Lakin said, "Nobody^ 
would kill me ; I have been treated with uniform courtesy and kindness.*' 

Question. Do you suppose that Mr. Lakin was guilty of dishonesty, (and if the 
«*hargo was true it really bordered on larceny,) in connection with that butter trans- 
action ? 

Answer. Well it strikes me so, particularly as, in order to settle the matter, he paid 
twice as much as the butter was worth. I only state the transaction as it was related; 
to me. 

Question. If Mr. Lakin's conduct had been such as the story would imply, it would 
have been in the nature of felony, would it not I 

Ansicer. I think that I would hardly look an honest man in the fa<je if I had done 
.•inything of that kind. 

Question. In law the offense would partake of the nature of a felony ? 

Answer. Well, I suppose it would be a felonious taking; it would squint that way, I 
think. I hardly know how a lawyer would define it. 

Question. To whom was it stated he liad paid this double price ? 

Ansicer. To Isham Gill. 

Question. Who is he ? 

Answer. A young merchant there, 20 or 27 years of age. 
Question. What did he have to do with the transaction ? 
Ansicer. The butter was sent to his sister. 

Question. And it was supposed that Mr. Lakin paid that double price in order to set- 
tle the matter t * 
Ansicer. Yes, sir; that is the information given to me. 
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Question. Did you anderstiUKl that in consideration of that settlement Mr. Gill was 
to say no more about it? 

Jnswir. Tluit was what I understood. lie did say no more about it at that time. 

Qne^stion. If it became publicly known thjit the double i)rice was paid, it must have 
become known throunr]i Gill ? 

Antfinr. Of course, unless it becanu' known through Jarvis, the express man, who, 
I think, was ])resent. 

Qui'siiun. What do you think of a man who Avould compound a felony in that way 
by receiving nu)ney in urdiu" to hush np an* oifense and say nothing abo\it it? Is not 
that also a crime ? 

Answii\ It is .so by statute in som<^ ^States. 

Question. What do you think of the transaction morally ? 

Aiisiccr, Well, it is not necessary to ask uw that (iu(\stlon. If a man had taken ray 
butter under those circnmstances, I tliink I would have had him arrested; I do not 
think I shoidd hav(^ taken titty cents a pound to settle the matter. 

(Jm.'^iioii. What would you think of a man who would go and make a public parade 
ot the facr that he had, in consicU'ration of moniw, compounded a felony in that way, 
and agreed to kecj) silent on the subject ^ . 

Aiif<mr. Well, I think it savors a little of blackmailing, in on(^ sense, though, per- 
haps, it hardly goes to that extent. 1 tliink it nuiy be possible that Mr. Gill thought 
some little penalty ought to ))e paid for that breach of trust, as, I siipi)ose, vou nmy 
call it. 

QiHsiion. Especially if he was himself the recipient of the jjenalty ? 
^husicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you really believe, fn)m all you have heard, that there was anything 
dishonest (m the })art of ]Mr. Lakin in tliat transaction? 

Answer. I do not know that I would convict Mr. Lakin of i:)ositive felony on the facts 
as they appear; there is a i)lausibility, to some extcnt,iabout his statement ; but I 
should not care about his getting my butter alter that. 

Quei^tion. If a sti-anger in the connuunity had made an honest mistake in a matter of 
that kind, would you think it kind or fair treatment to make him i)ay a double price 
*in that a\ ay ? 

,i?hs«7/-. No, sir. I cannot iniagine that a nnni who was honest in a transaction of 
that sort would have jjaid it. 

QucHiion. Is the fact that Mr. I^akiu paid this double price supported by the state- 
ment of anybody other than the man who received the money, and the man who was 
a i)arty to its reception ? 

Answer. Both Mr. Gill and the expressman stated it. 

Question. Gill is the man who received th^ iuoney, and the expressman who was 
standing by was a party to the transaction ! 

Ansu-er. The exi)ressman was there; he had no interest in the matter, so far as I 
know. 

Question. But he had an interest in the good order of the community, and the i)roper 
observance of the laws. 

Answer. Everybody has that sort of an interest. 

(^HcsUon. L^pon the statements of those two men the proof as to paying this double 
price depends? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You did not have that transaction in your mind when you said you could 
not advert to any s])ecilic act of Mr. Lakin's which was inconsistent with the character 
of a Christian minister? 

Ans^wer. It did not occur to me at that time. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland:) 
Question. When did you ujiderstaud that transaction to have happened.? 
Answer. I think it was in 18G>'; that is my recollection, but I am not positive about it. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. That was when Mr. Lakin was an entire stranger ki the community? 

Answer. O, no, sir. 

Question. When did he go there? 

An&wcr. He was there before that; I don't know precisely when he went there. As 
I have before stated, I live in the country; he may have been there some mouths 
before 1 knew of his being there. 

Questio7i. But you heard nothing of this butter business until after he came before 
this committee? 

Answer. It was after he was sunnnoned before the committee, and I think probably 
after he gave his testimony. 

Question. Does the tact that the nuitter slumbered so long— from 1868 until now— 
impress your mind with the idcui that the statement is a slander? 

Answer. No, it does not; I do not think the young man is capable of that. 

2d 
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Question. You mean the young man who took the double price for tiie butter? 

Aimcer. Yes, sir. I think that if he erred, he did it ignorantly, and without any 
consciousness of doing anything wrong. I do not approve of anything of that sort ; 
but he had been put to a great deal of inconvenience, and may have thought it right 
that he should be compensated. 

Questiov. I understood you to say that the letter which accompanied the butter 
was not signed with the young man's name, but simply signed " your brother?" 

Anmvei: It was signed your brother, Isjiam Gill." 

QueJttion. You said that a man went to your house and notified you that the teaching 
of negroes must bo stopped ? 

Ansicci'. The man did not come to my house. Ho told me that my wife's teaching of 
negroes must be stopped. That was in 1867 or 1868, I think. Larkin White was the 
man's name. Ho is dead now. He told me that he understood my wife was teaching 
her negroes, and said he supposed I did not know that for that cause Elijah Fitch was 
advised that he would bo handled pretty roughly. Fitch had been teaching the 
negroes. 

QiicMion. By whom had Fitch been so advised ? 

Answer. I inferred it was some of those irresponsible lawless men about there. 
Question. Do you mean the Ku-Klux ? 

Ansiver. ^yel^, it may have been. It was a foolish idea in some of the Southern 
States at that time that the negroes must not be taught. 

Question. Do you not think that the man referred to the Kxi-Klux when he said they 
had given that notice ? 

Ansiver. My impression was that he did refef to men in disguise, because I said that I 
would pull their masks olf their faces if they came visiting me. 

Question. At what time was that ? 

A7i8tce)\ I think it was in 1867 or 1868. 

Question. But 1 understood you to say that at that time these Ku-Klux were not law- 
less and bad men ? 
Anmer. I said there had been no Ku-Klux there since 1868. 
Question. About that time you think the organization started ? 
Anstcer. The first organization was before that. 
QuestiQu. Before 1868? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I think so. 
Question. Before 1867 ? 

Answer. I cannot say that it was before 1867 ; it did not last a great while any how. 

Question. Do you think you would be safe in undertaking to pull the disguise off the 
faces of disguised men or off their horses ? 

Answer. 1 generally find that if a man comes to assail me in my rights of person or 
property, I can walk right up to him and say, Desist :" and I will take pains to do so. 
I do not know whether it would have been safe or not ; for I think it was in view of 
possible peril that I said I would do it ; and I think I would have redeemed that 
promise. I think that if there was an attempt to visit in that way a servant of mine, 
black or white, living with me and necessarily under my iirotection, I would resist it 
at every hazard. 

Question. Would you advise your black servants to fire on men of that kind ? 
Ansicer. I would advise them to resist at every hazard, and to insist on the recogni- 
tion of their rights. 

Quesiion. Do you think that would be the proper course to be pursued generally by 
the negroes in the Southern States ? 

Answer. I do not know that it would ; I am only talking about myself. I have not 
been assailed very often ; I do not know that I have ever been with impunity ; I 
believe that when assaults are made upon the rights of men, black or white, if tht^ 
would resist and defend themselves — repel the assailants at whatever i)oril — if this 
were the uniform policy it would check a great deal of lawlessness. 

Question. And lawlesiiess ought to be checked ? 

Amwer. Certainly it should. 

Question. Then, in j oiir judgment, that would be a proper course to be pursued by 
the colored men in the South when assailed by Ku-Klux ? 

Ansicer. Of course; I would advise them to take the same course which I would 
take myself. 1 cannot conceive that men could come to my house and intimidate me 
in that way. They might do so ; we cannot always tell what we would do in certain 
supposed emergencies ; it is possible they might come and perhaps intimidate me in 
such a way that I would succumb and go with them and bo treated by them as they 
chose ; but I cannot conceive that such a thing would bo likely to happen to mo. 

Question. You would not consider a submissive demefinor the best one to be pursued, 
by either black or white ? 

Answer. No. sir. 

Question. You spoke something of robberies committed by these disguised men ? 
Answer. Thieves and rascals liave assumed disguises, as they are very apt to do. 
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Question. Perbaps they have taken their hint from the Ku-Klux. 

Jnaircr. Yes: they have gotten it in tliat way ])08sibly; at any rate these men who 
lire not Kn-Khix occasionally commit robberies in disguise. 

Quesiioii. Yon mean they arc not Kn-Klnx in the trne sense of the term? 

Answer. Not in the original sense of the term. 

QuiSiion. They are what might be called bogus Ku-Klux? 

Junurr. Well, I would call them scamps running round and committing depredations. 
1 may illustrate the ])oint in this way : After the war men in Federal uniform com- 
mitted a great many robberies. The.v had purchased the clothing of soldiers; it was a 
sort of shelter to them in which to eonnnit crime. In the same way men who eommit, 
robberies may desire them to appear to have been committed by Kn-Klux. 

Qutisiion. But in addition to the robberies you have heard of, (which you attribntM 
to bogus Ku-Klux, as they might be termed,) you have heard occasionally, at least, of 
men bi'ing killed by them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And you have heard of a great many cases of men being taken from theii 
Louses at night and scourged hy them? 

A,)if<w< r. I have heard of stncral, I have named a number. One was the case of Mr. 
Gate, in Jackson county. Old Mr. Ilarker, a soldier of the ^var of bHl2, I think, was 
whipi)ed. Two negro men — Ned Larkin and his brother — were killed. But the men 
killed in these cas( s were democrats, black and white; and they were killed too, as I 
am advised, by republicans. Of the homicides which have occurred under my obser- 
vation in the State of Alabama. I am satislicd that in a large proportion of eases the 
victims have been democrats. 

Question. You mean immediately u])on the close of the war? 

Answer. No, I mean within the last two or three years. I have not heard of any 
homicides in my neighborhood or vicinity since last January. 

Question, flow were those homicides generally committed — in an open rencounter in 
the day time ? 

.Inswer. Not all of them but soiue. Polk Wright was killed by the son of the sherilf. 
Qnesiion. That was not a Kn-KIux outrage, of course ? 

Answer. That was not a Ku-Klux outrage; but Wright was a very active democratic 
partisan lor a young man. (Jate was killed by men in disguise. Governor Lindsay 
otlered a reward for the apprehension of the men, uamiiig them. 'That case grew out 
</f some difficulty in connection with a loose woman. The two negroes 1 have men- 
tioned Avere killed by men in disguise, who are supposed to have been worthless, 
trilling fellows, (this is my most recent aud authentic information,) who were anxious 
to g<'t rid ot" those negroes, so that they might work the land on w^hieh the negroes 
were working. 

Question. Willi those exceptions, have you kno^n any case where a member of the 
democratic party has been killed by what you ^voald call a genuine Ku-Klux organ- 
ization? 

Answer. O, no ; I have nev<?r known any g(;nuine Ku-Klux organization. Some of 
th(^ men who were injured in the affair at lluntsville in 18C8, were democrats ; but the 
Ku-Klux had nothing to do with the firing there, as I am advised. 

Qufslion. You believe that the organization generally denominated Ku-Klux proper 
have couunitted whippings, scourgings, and now and then a murder, within the last 
two years, do yon not ? 

Aimrer. I am not advised of any such Ku-Klux organization proper. 

Question. Have tlierc been no scourgings by persons in disguise in your district ? 

.•l«,smr. Tliere may have been scourgings • 1 have heard of w hippings, perhaps in 
Cherokee County, possibly in DeKalb, and perhaps in Etowah. 

• Question. Do you mean cases w' here persons were taken from their houses and whipped 
by men in disguise? 
Answm'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you ever know a democrat to be so treated ? 

A.tbu-er. 1 never heard what the politics of these men were; I do notthhdc they were 
whipped because they were republicans. It may have been on account of their associ- 
ations in some way, as I have suggested several times in my testimony hero. 

Question. 1 understood you to say that you thought the original organization of the 
Ku-Klux was for a designated purpose, and that there were at the start some good 
men in it — men who entered with good intentions. 

Answer. I think it is very likely. -My theory is that the organization originated as a; 
sort of police for protection. 

Question. A sort of substitute for the old patrol system of slave times? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That i)atrol system was for the purpose of controlling the negroes and keep- 
ing them in their places. 

Ansicu: This was a substitute for that, so far as to prevent anything like outrage on 
the part of the negroes. 1 do not mean to be understood as saying that the two organ- 
izations v.'ere entii'ely identical in their purpose. 
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Qnesiwn, The patrol was antborized by law ? 
Answer. 1 know thift that was authorized hy law. 

Question. I understood you to say that latterly, as you thought, bad men have gone 
into this Ku-Klux business. 

Answer. I say that latterly scamps, thieves, and robbers have assumed disguises 
assimilating those of the Ku-Klux, and perhaps like them, and under that cover or 
mask have committed their offenses. 

Qiiestiott. The offenses by disguised men are still continued? 

Answer. O, outrages are" committed everywhere. 

Question. Do you mean by disguised men? 

Answer. Yes, by disguised men. 

Question. You hear of that still going on? 

Answc)'. Not by Ku-Klux organizations — by disguised men in small numbers — three 
or four together. 

Question. Why do you suj)pose tliat the original Ku-Klux organization of which you 
spoke has been disbanded ? 

Anstce7\ Because it h the general impression — the accepted view of the whole intelli- 
gent portion of the country where I reside; and everybody has urged that it should be 
disbanded. I do not suppose there is an intelligent man in my town who will not 
make the same statement. That is the common impression and belief. 

Question. Have you not heard of transactions of this kind by disguised men in other 
localities distant from your place of residence, in the State of Alabama and outside 
ofit? " . 

Answei'. I heard the other day of outrages committed by disguised men in Mississipi)i, 
and some time ago I heard of them as committed at a distance in Alabama, but not 
recently, and npt as a Ku-Klux organization. I think that all men who commit crime 
are very apt to assume a disguise of some form. Night itself is a disguise; and these 
outrages are generally committed at night. 

Question. Before the war was it common in Alabama for bands of men with disguises 
upon their persons and their horses to go through the country committing crimes. Did 
you ever hear of such a thing before the war ? 

Answer. No; I do not remember that I ever did. 

Question. From what you said in regard to tearing the disguises from their horses, I 
infer that according*to your information they disguise not only themselves but their 
liorses. 

Answer. The horses Tyere covered with sheets ; that was the description I had of 
them ; I do not know how they are in your section ; I never saw one. 

Question. You said that you believed the*negroes might be disarmed very easily by 
the white men ; that one white man could disarm ten or a dozen negroes. • 

Ansiver. One white man of determination. 

Question. I mean, of course, a man of sufficient determination and capacity. Now has 
it been the habit of these organizations to disarm the negroes f 
Answer. Not all ; I never heard of it. 

Question. You spoke of disarming some negroes yourself on one occasion? 
Answer. Two or three. 

Question. Why did you think it necessary to do that ? 

Ansiver. They were threatening to shoot one another. They were drunk and playing 
cards, and one of them said the other had cheated him. I did not want any shooting 
on my premises. 

Question. You were acting in the interest of peace among them? 

Answe): I always act in that interest exce^it where war seems much more apt to be 
effective. They were making a great noise in front of my house on the street, and one 
was threatening to shoot the other. There was no assault Upon myself. " 

Question. You spoke of that Huntsville affair in 1868, in which a great many persons 
were killed and wounded.. Did I understand you to say that the negroes in their alarm 
got to shooting one another? 

xinswer. From what I heard I think they shot wildly; it was a sort of wild filing. 

Question. How many of them were killed ? 

Answer. I lo not remember. 

Question. As many as twenty ? 

Answer. My impression is that not so many were killed. 
Question. Five or six ? 

Answer. Perhaps live or six killed and wounded. I do not know that that many were 
killed. 

Question. You heard of but one white man being hurt on that occasion ? 

ylnswcr. I heard of one white man being killed and another shot. 

Question. You spoke of Judge Thurlow being killed ; he was a white man ? 

Answer. He was a white man, and there was another by the name of Cox, who was 
ehot through the face. 

Question. Are those the only white men whom you heard of as being injured on that 
occasion ? 
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Answer. I do not recollect any others. 

Question. Tlie principal injury was upon the negroes? 

Answer. My impression is there ^ye^e more white men killed and wonnded than 
negroes. 1 do not know that any negroes were killed. There may have been some. I 
am not positive about that. 

Quesiiou. Did you hear of any democrats being killed ? 

Answer. Xo; Cox Avas one, but he was not killed. 

Question. Did you hear of any democrats being wounded except Cox ? 

Answer. I do not recollect that I did. 

Question. We have heard in the evidence given before ns that the members of thia 
Ku-Klux organization in some localities have made a pretense that they were the 
spirits of the confederate domX — ghosts. What do yon know as to that ? 

Answer. Wh«n they were lirst started they worked upon the superstition of the negroes. 
When they first came out some fellows said, I heard, that they wore the spirits of the 
confederate dead, and that they could drink a bucket of water without anj- trouble. 
They made manifestations of that sort wMth the motiye of impressing very decidedly 
the negro mmd. 

Question. And they said they had risen from the graves at Gettysburg? 

Answer. I tlitl not hear that. They said, as I understood, that they were the spirits 
of the confederate dead. But that is rather an antediluvian story. Such things get 
old very quickly. I recollect hearing that some of these men appeared at a pie-nie in 
Tennessee above our boundary line, that they came there looking immensely tall (of 
course artificially so) and drinking great (juantities of w.atcr, making the impression 
upon the African that they were the spirits of the confederate dead. 

Question. Did 1 understand you to say that you cannot challenge the registry of a 
voter in Alabama if 

Answer. As I understand, yon caiuiot. 

Question. Is there any law against bringing testimony to show to the registering 
ofticers that a man is not entitled to register ? 

Answer. 1 never heard of one being challenged, and we accept it as a fact that no 
challeuge can be made. 

Question. Is not the law against challeuging expressly confined to voting? 

Answer. I know that we cannot challenge voting, and my impression is the same with 
regard to the registry. 

Question. 1 )oes not \i man when he registers have to swear that he is a qualified voter? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I think he docs. That is my recollection. When I registered I 
think I took that oath. 

Question. Is not the penalty for falsely taking that oath confinement in the peniten- 
tiary f 

A)isnrr. I do not recollect. I nmst confess I am not advised that there is any penalty 
Avhich is available connected eitlu^r with registration or voting. 

Question. As to availability that might depend od the sentiment of the community; 
but as to the law itself, does it not i)rovide a penalty ! 

Answer. 1 cannot sjieak i)ositively about that. My impression is that there is no 
1 ractical restraint ; that there is a general laxity in reference to the matter, and that 
the law itself permits it. 1 know that practically the voting there is without chal- 
lenge, and I think there is no challenge at the registration. If a person applying to b.e 
registered takes th(^ re(inired oath, I think that is the end of it. 

Question. Do you know of any association of gentlemen in your district for the pur- 
p<»se of furthering political ends, in which they are bound by some obligation one to 
another? 

Answer. I never heard of such a thin^^. 

Question. Do you know of no association of men for political ends or others, having a 
regular constitution, rules, officers, iSic l 
A)iswer. I never heard of it. 

Question. Do you think that none such exists in your county ? 

Answer. I think it could not exist vrithout my knowing it. It is barely possible that 
there is such a thing : but I think if there had been I would have heard of it. I know 
that nobody would ever suggest to me the forming of such an association. You mean 
a secret association. 

(Jueslion. I am not introducing that element into the question. 

Answer. Well, I do not recolh^ct any such as.sociation ; I never heard of any, and I do 
not know that any ever existed. 

Qnestion. Do you think that any such association exists in any part of Alabama? 
Answer. So faV as I am advised I do not think it does. 

Question. I understand you to say that you think person and property are secure at 
this time in Alabama f 

An.-wer. Yes, sir ; so far as my county and district and locality are concerned. 

Quistion. And yon think the'iaws are pretty well execitted, as much so as in other 
places ? 
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Answei'. 1 do not knov?- about their being execiited with our officers. There is peace^ 
order, quiet. 

Question, Security ? 

Ansivcr. I think so. I have advised hundreds of republicans who have written to 
me on the subject that they can come there with perfect safety, be secure in their 
property and their persons, and socially bo treated kindly. 

Question. But that was not entirely so in 1868 ? 

Answer. Yes, I think it was so in 1868. For instance, a Mr. Fry, a decided republi- 
can who had been a leading man in Sji^ringfield, Ohio, came there with others, and they 
were all welcomed and received cordially. The best assurances I have had on this 
subject have been from republican witnesses. 

Question. Was that the case before 1863? 

Answer. I think it was. I wrote a letter addressed to Mr. Hillhouse and other 
gentlemen who thought of investing money there ; and I published it ovel' my own 
siguature. It was written in 1866, and I would now reaffirm the statements I then 
made, I invited those gentleman to come down to our section, assuring them that any 
man who would come to our country with the motives which should prompt any man 
in removing from one section to another, with the view of bettering his condition or 
fortune, would be treated kindly. 

(luestion. I was not speaking so much of safety to those who are generally denomi- 
nated carpet-baggers as the general run of the people of the tjommunity. 

Answer. I say they are safe. 

Question. Safe in person and property ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And you say there is peace and quiet there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think so ; as much so as in Ontario County, New York, where I 
was reared. 

Question. Suppose that those persons who are now under disabilities were relieved, 
what, in your opinion, would be the effect ? 
Answer. I think it would have a hapjiy effect. 

Question. Why happy, if you now have peace, quiet,, and security without any such 
measure ? 

Answer. When I say we have peace and security I do not mean to say that the people 
are satisfied with not being able to select freely their own officers. We may have 
peace and security, while a large portion of the people are disfranchised. Would you 
infer that because of the existing disfranchisement we have peace ? 

Question. Npt at all. 

Answei'. Your question is suggestive of that. These men who are disfranchised have 
friends in the community ; they are able men and men of influence ; men who are con« 
suited with. 

Question. You think that if they were relieved they would probably be elected to 
office, and have the control of affairs placed in their hands ? 

Ansivcr. Those who are qualified would be apt to be chosen to office, as they were be- 
fore. They ought to occupy office, because they are the best qualified men. 

Question. Other men fill the offices now ? 

Answer. Very indifferently, a great many of them. 

Question. But still, under their administration, you have peace and perfect security 
of person and projierty ? 

Answer. We have, despite their inefficiency ; but there is not satisfaction by any 
means in the community, 

'Question. I suppose not, to the men who are under disability, and their friends. 

Answer. Almost everybody is the friend of the men who are" disfranchised. I am not 
satisfied with the present condition of things, and I am not laboring undw disabilities. 

Question. Did you mean to say that your county commissioners of highways before 
the war took an oath to support the Constitution of the United States ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; and constables, too. 

Question. Constables did, I know. 

Answer. The commissioner of highways is a higher office than constable. 

Question. And you say that the great majority of the men of ability (I think you said 
all, but I suppose you did not mean it) are under disability in your section of the 
country ? 

Aiiswei'. Most of them. 

Question. No man is under disability unless he held office before the war? 

Answer. Well, almost every man who has reached middle age has held an office of some 
kind at some time in his life. There are young men there who did not hohl office. 

Question. You said a large majority of your people were Union men before and during 
the war? 

Answer. The large majority of them were Union men before the w^r ; and as to the 
people of North Alabama generally (I am not speaking particularly of my own county) 
1 think that a large majority of them never did any act hostile to the Uuioru unless 
they were forced to do it. 
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Question. If they maintained their loyalty to the Government how came they to be 
under disabilities f 

Answer. There was sueh a thing as being forced or pressed into the aid of the rebel- 
lion. I was a Union man all the way throngh ; but I do not undertake to say that if 
I had remained in the South during the war I would not have committed some acts 
which would have been regarded, and i)roi)erly regarded,-a8 disloyal. But I would not 
stay there; when our ling came down I went away. Daring the war I was not under 
that sort of pressure to which those who remained there were subjected. I would not 
allow myself to be \mi under that pressure. No one can say that he would not have 
been obliged under those circumstances to aid the rebellion in some way. 

Qucsiion. You think that many men who are now under disability were really loyal 
men at heart during the war, but were constrain(Hl by circumstances to do acts tend- 
ing to aid the rebellion ? 

Aiiswer. Yes, sir. Take the num of the middle class — the men whose interests were 
always in the line of peace — who Avcre not ]>olitically iimbitious. 1 think the war was 
made by the jjoliticians of the South. 1 do not believer the masses ever went went into 
it heartily. The recognitiou of leadershi]) was carried to a nmeli greater extent there 
than I have seen it carried in auy other poi tion of the country. The men whom the 
southern })('Oi>h' sent lo Congress were coiitinrccd in service foi- years ; their opinions 
were regarded as of great weight. People would ask '^\Vhat does our Itci^resentative 
or our Senator think about this ?" and then they would follow him. In my opinion the 
southern jjcople were led into th(^ rebelli(m more by this habit of following leaders 
thnn by any hearty eoneurrenee in the disunion moveuu'ut. 

QiKsfioit. Then you think that a great numy men who are under disabilities were 
loyal at heart (hn iug the war, but were constrained by circumstances to become im- 
plicated in the rel)ellion .* 

AnsH-o: Yes, sir. Their sons, for instance, may have gone into the confederate ser- 
vice, were j)ei-ha])s cousL'ri])ted ; and the}' helped them. 

(Question. Do not men of that class esi)ecially fetd that a great wrong was done them 
})y IxMug ])la<'('d under disa1)ilities l»y the (Tovernment after the close of the war? 

Ausivcr. Y(\s, sir, they do. I think that the disfranehiseuient of such men was tln> 
most impolitic thing t he (Jovc^inment could have done; I mean in the interests of peace 
and eontentmeiit, without ri^ference to l)arty. 

(Jv('y<lwn. In order to ha tuider disabilities a man must have held some otFice before 
tlx* war. Now were not tlu^ worst and most vioh'ut of the secessionists and war men 
among those who were not under disabilities at all, bi^cause they had held no ofiice 
Ix'fore the war ? 

^iKsivcr. Yes, sir, that is so in some instances. 

QneslUni. Is not that a great cause of e()m])laint among the men who were Union men 
l)efor(^ the war, and as far as possible during tlit^ war — that they are under disabilities, 
while men who were active secessionists ar(* uotf 

An>^iv(')'. 1 have not heard that suggested. I do not think anybody finds fault be- 
cause other men are not under disai)ilities. The complaint with the people is that 
thost' to whom they arc attached are not reli(^vedof their disabilities. I think the gen- 
eral opinion there is that all should be relieved. 

Qne.stioii. Do not the colored men themselves favor a general amnesty? 

A)},sirer. I am inclined to think they do. The colored people are very much disposed 
to favor those who they tliink are their old friends. I think they look upon the south- 
ern, whites as their old friends ; for really those are the men to whom they go when 
they are hungry, and naked, and vsick. 

Question. The'^negro(^s then manifest lll)ernlity of sentiment in this regard ? 

Ansu'tr. I think they do when left to themselves. I cannot say advisedly, of course, 
that such is their opinion ; but it is the impression made on my mind as to the disposi- 
tion of the colored men. 

Qidsfioii. Do you think that the i)assage of a geueral amnesty bill by Congress would 
l>roduce a happy etiectn})on the public sentiment, and make the people better satisfied ? 

AiLsmr. 1 think so: 1 have not a doubt about it; it is a question upon which I do 
not think it necessary to rt^ason. 

Question, Do you not speak rather strongly in r(^gard to Judge Ibisteed's proceedings 
in court ? Do you mean to say h(^ wouhl actually order a chew of tobacco out of a 
mairs mouth ? 

AusH-(T. A man would be told that he must not spit or chew in the court-room. 

Quvstion. And I understand you to say that he Avould not allow a man to sit in a 
chair in any other than an upright posture ? 

Auf^u'tr. A man would not l)e allowed to recline upon another chair. But that mat- 
ter is not very important ; T do not know that it has anything to do with the Ku-lvlux. 
i was merely saying that Judge Busteed, coming down there a perfect stranger, assumed 
judicial airs which 1 do not think the chief justice of Verjuont would assume. 

Question. Is Judge Busteed especially stringent in the enforcement of the laws f 

Anmcer. I presume he is, so far as he understands them. 
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Question. Is lie stringent in tlie euforcement of the criminal law ? 

Answer. He is so far as I know. I have nothing to do with his court j I am no law- 
yer J I am a fanner ; I want that to be understood. 

Question. If this Ku-Klux organization was formed for the pnrposo of making the 
negroes more quiet and peaceable, and preventing any collision between them and the 
white race, is it not your opinion that it was very badly conceived ? 

Answer. I never did and never can apjn'ove of lawless, irresponsible bands of men; 
I never can justify them under any circumstances. If there were an utter incapacity 
on the part of men in position to maintain order and conserve the public peace, there 
might bo some justification for regulating things by improvising volunteer bodies of 
men. 

Question. But such a state of things does not exist in your country now ? 
Answer. Not now. 

Question. When the reports of these outrages, such as taking colored men from their 
houses at night, and whipping them, are circulated among the colored people, are they 
not calculated to make them more turbulent — to make them unfriendly towards the 
whites, and more likely to commit violations of the public peace ? 

Answer. 1 do not know but that it would be so, if it ^yere the common practice. I 
think that where one colored man is actually taken out in that way without any rea- 
son, there are probably ten taken out on account of some oflfense, real or imputed, com- 
mitted by them, which has made them obnoxious^ and subjected them to that sort of 
treatment. Of course, with the debris of slavery, thej:e remains something of the old 
notion that whipping a negro will sometimes avail when other things will not. I 
would infer that those things are simply relics of the former practices in slave times. 
Of course, everything of that kind is growing less every day. 

Question. You have very little personal* acquaintance with the condition of things in 
Alabama outside of your district ? 

Answer. Very little, indeed. I am a home man. I confine myself generally to the 
duties of my position and business. I have never been in Montgomery but once, and 
then I was a member of the convention of 1865. 

Question. Was there not a judicial investigation of some notoriety that took place in 
regard to that Pay tona afixiir ? 

Answer. The judge sat for some days, I understand, ^Vith attorneys on both sides. I 
was not in that section of the country at that time. " * 

Question. Did you give any attention to the progress of that investigation? 

Answer. 1 did not. At that time I was in the State of New York, lA my old home. 

Question. Do you know whether one of the order of Ku-Klux made a confession upon 
that trial, and disclosed the organization in the State ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You have not read the testimony ? 
Answer. No, sir, I have not seen it at all. 

Question. Do you know anything about the condition of Sumter County, Alabama ? 

Answer. No, sir. Samuel Hale, a republican, a brother of John P. Hale, of New 
Hampshire, wrote from Livingston, the county seat of Sumter, a letter to a gentleman 
in New Hampshire. That letter, I am informed, is a most truthful i)ortrayal of the . 
existing condition of things and the inducing causes. So far as I am advised of his>j 
views, I concur in them fully. I wish he could bo examined here, for I believe from 
all I have heard of him that he is a very honest, intelligent man, and he has lived 
more than thirty years in that section. He is a man who speaks advisedly and honestly, 
and he has none of the old-fashioned southern prejudices. 

Question. Have you observed the public prints in your State, and the course they 
have pursued in treating of these Ku-Klux outrages in various parts of the State ? 

Answa'. I onlj^ take the newspapers of my district, though I see perhaps one or two^ 
others j and, so far as I have observed, those newspapers have condemned these outrages 
very distinctly and emphatically. 

Question. Have they put forward any apologies or excuses for them ? 

Answer. Not that I have seen — not recently, at any rate. 

Question. Have they not generally denied the existence of these outrages? 

Answer. No, sir; so far as my observation goes they have not. All the papers I am 
in the habit of looking at have generallv published cases of outrage when they have 
occurred. I am not speaking of Ku-KIux outrages particularly, where men go in 
disguise. 

Question. I speak especially of that class of outrages. 

Ansioer. 1 do not know about them. I must contess I have not seen or heard of Ku- 
Klux outrages recently in my district; nor has my attention been called to them by 
anything published in the papers that I take. I of course read more closely the 
papers of my district than any others. 

Question. You have not then seen any disposition manifested by the public prints to 
make excuses and apologies for these outrages ? 

Anstver. Not recently. My impression is that some three or four years ago there was 
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a disposition, not to wink at these things, but to treat them as a matter of levity. It 
strikes me as a very iuiproi)er subject on which to display levity. A man may smile 
at a x>ractical joke, but 1 do not see how any one can treat as a matter of levity outrages 
committed by lawless bands. 

Qucsiion. Have you ever seen these outrages treated in that way by the republican 
papers. Have they not made a serious matter of them, making no apologies for them, 
but denouncing them from the start / 

Answer, Well, I have not observed them ; I sui)pose they have denounced them. la 
what I have said I have only given my impression. I do not state that the democratic 
I)apers have justified them in any case, but they may sometimes have treated them 
with levity. 

(JnesiioH. And otfered apologies and excuses for them ? 

Aiifiwer, I do not know as to that ; they may have done it ; perhai)s they did, in 
some instances ; but it has not been by any means general, latterly. 

Qtustiou. Have you ii()tic<Ml in the republican x^^^pers any such levity, axiologies, or 
excuses 1 Did they not make it a serious matter, and denounce it frum the start ? 

Aiiincd'. I do not know that I have ever seen more than one or two rexinblicau x)apers 
in my State. The llunttsville Advocate, a republican x^ax:>er, condemned them uni- 
formly. 

Qucfiiion, Did you ever see them excused or treated with levity in republican papers? 

Ausu-tr, O, no; and I have nevci- seen any ax>ologies or excuses in other xJaiiers. I 
have only a general imjuession tliat in some cases they have been laughed at or treated 
with levity — not treated x>rop('rly. 

Question. Have yon noticed any difterence between the manner in w^hich the repub- 
lican pax)er.s have treaterl these outrages and the manner in which the democratic 
X^apcrs have treated them ? 

Aihsiver. Formerly I did, I think. 

Question. You did notice a difl'crence ? 

Ausurr. That is my im])r('ssion. Well, the Iluntsvillc Advocate has denounced 
them, and the Democrat did the same. 

* Question. How can you account for this ditference, upon a party line, as to the 
manner in which the pa])ers of your Static have treated these outrages ? 

Ansa-er. I do not account for 'it. excei)t in this way: I suppose the manner in which 
the outrages were treated depended somewhat on the nature of the outrages, and the 
]»ersons nx)on whom they were committed. The outrages were very apt to be com- 
mitted by white men. I'am not si)eakiug of anything like murder, any severe or ter- 
rible outrage, but the lighter outrages. 

QiKstion. You mean such as scourgings ? 

Ausieci: 1 cannot sxpeak positively, but I do not know that my attention has ever 
been called to a particular case of scourging. I have heard of cases where horses 
whose owners were ofiensive have had their tails croxjped. 
Question. Horses belonging to republicans f 

Answer. I suppose so; I do not know that I ever heard of any other. Y''es, I did 
hear of another case, about the same time, where the owner of the horse was a demo- 
crat. 

Question. Was that case afterward ? 

Answer. About the same time. I have only heard of it. 

Question. If you observed a ditiereuce in the treatment of tln^se outrages in the 
editorials of tie newspapers, which of course have a great eflect in manufactimng 
and directing x)ublic opinion, and if that difference was one of party lines, did it not 
occur to you that there might be some political aspect in the whole thing ? 

Answer. I do not know; I cannot say that I have seen a ditiereuce among the papers 
which I have read. While the Ku-Klux org.nnization was in existence, and it being 
assumed it was a political baud, it would be very natural for men conducting demo- 
cratic ])apers, especially those not controlled by the most enlarged views, to smile and 
say, Served them right,'* or something of that sort ; and the reverse would be the case 
with the x>ai>ers on the other side. « 

Question. You do not nuan to say that your democratic editors are of that class of 
men who would treat with levity outrages upon the persons or property of citizens ? 

Answer. I am not speaking of outrages of a serious character. The truth is, my 
observation has not icached t he cases which probably have been brought to your notice, 
or very few of thenj. I never saw a black man who had been visited and whipped. 
I do not know one anvwliere in my neighborhood. 

Question. If these bands of men in disguise go at night whix^ping and otherwise out- 
raging x»eople, and now and then commit annirder, it is certainly your belief that they 
ought to be suppressed 

Answer. Certainly ; and that they ought to be suppressed by efQcient law, efficiently 
administered. I tliiuk there would be in any properly-administered State government 
tlu' etiieiency needed to suppress them. 

Question. Have you evei' heard of a man's ])eing convicted in the State courts of Ala- 
bama for the perx)ctration of a Ku-Klux outraged 
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Ausiver. I do not think I have ever heard of anybody being convicted for any Kii-Khix 
outrage. 

(Question, You have not heard of any ni(in being convicted for putting on a disguise 
an<l trespassing upon the person or property of another in the State of Alabama? 
A Tim er. No, sir. 

Qucistion. But such things have taken place, without doubt ? 

Answer. Such things have taken place there notoriously; but not recently, as I am 
advised. 

Quesiion. Has not the recent act of Congress, passed for the purpose of suppressing 
such things in Alabama and in other States, where perhaps they are more prevalent, 
been denounced in your State ? 

Anaiccr. I do not think the xjreseut act of Congress, so far as Alabama is concerned, is 
going to change our condition at all. 

Quesiion. But have not your newspapers denounced the act ? 

Anaiver. Oh, yes. 

Quesiion. Is there generally any difference as to the manner in which the republican 
and the democratic papers speak of that act ? 

Answer. The democratic papers do not approve of it. I do not approve of it myself. 
If I had an opportunity to express myself, 1 should be apt to denounce it- 

Question. The democratic papers denounce it ? 

Answer. I suppose so. At the same time I have felt as little concern about that law 
as almost anybody, because we have been under just that sort of x^ressure for a num- 
ber of y<'ars past. 

Quesiion. But the democratic pai>ers denounce the law, while the republican x^apers 
sustain it ? 

Answer. I reckon so. They are very apt to follow the behests of their leaders and 
rulers. 

By Mr. CoBURx: 
Qnesiion. You spoke about your disarming some Ku-Kluxf 

Answer. I did not speak of having disarmed Ku-Klux ; but when it was intimated to me 
that probably I would be advised by some of these men that my wife must stop teach- 
ing our negroes, I said that before I would allow that sort of thing — before I would tolerate 
such a trespass upon my rif^hts of domicile or family — I would, at the x)cril of my life, 
pull the masks from the faces of such men if they should come. It was one way of 
exx)ressing my determination to resist anything of that sort. 

Question. You did not, then, disarm any Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. Oh, no; they never came near me. I sx)oke of disarming some negroes who, 
one Sunday, got into a quarrel and threatened one another very seriously. 

Quesiion. In relation to Mr. Lakin's testimony, I want to ask you whether you read 
the testimony as rex)orted by the regular reporter of the committee, or merely a news- 
X)aper report ? 

Aiisicer. I was refeiring to the abstract which has been printed in the ncwspn|)ers. 
It has not been contradicted. 

Quesiion. Did I understand you to contradict generally Mr. Lakin's statements as given 
in that abstract, or merely to refer to your impressions? 

Answer. I only referred to his own statements contradicting what he had said here-7- 
his statements to a number of persons in Huntsville. 

Question, In what paper was the abstract to which you refer published ? 

Ansiocr. All the papers, I believe. I think I saw it in the Nashville Banner; and I 
do not know but that it was copied into the Huntsville x^apers. Perhaps I saw it also 
in the Cincinnati Commercial. 

Question. Was the statement the same in all the papers ? 

Answer. It was the Associated Press telegrax^hic report. That is my recollection of it. 

Quesiion. You said that ]\Ir. Lakin was an intermeddler, doing offensive things. Now, 
what axe we to understand by " intermeddling?" 

An8we7\ I mentioned as an illustration the case of the colored minister Hamer, who 
came to Alabama to organize his church. I have been told that it was ^Ir. Lakin's 
iniluence that compelled him to leave ; that he went away in consequence of intiinida- 
tion and threats. 

Question. When Mr. Hamer went there, to what x>lace did ho go ? 

Answer. To Huntsville. The colored people had held church in a building there. It 
may have been that the congregation all went over under the seductive eloquence 
of Mr. Lakin; but at any rate the organization was disbanded ; the southern colored 
church there was broken up by his intluence, and the building taken possession of. 

Quesiion, Was there any violence done? 

Answer. Hamer was thi catened with violence, as I was informed. I do not state any- 
thing about the matter fnun x^ersonal knowledge. 

Question. You said you were at a four days' meeting held by Mr. Lakin. 

Answer. I did not say I was there. I said he held a four days' meeting in a part ol 
my district. 
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Question. And you wrre there ? 

Sinsu'cr, I could hear them .siiii;iiij; and preaching 

Qite'^iiion. From your residence t 

Anm'tr. Xo ; from where I was sojourniuj2j. 

Question. Did you say you spoke to some Ku-Klux or r om*.* boy.s who were threatening 
to Ku-Klux somebody f 

Ansiva-. They did not threaten to Kii-Klux anybody. I had heard there had been 
sonu' Ku-KInxing, some whipping, either of white men who lived in c«>neu])inage with 
black women, or viee versa, 1 did not know whether these boys were Ku-KIux. They 
■svere yonn<^ iellows and ])i<3tty wild, such material as I inferred made up the Ku-Klux— 
latterly at any rat(\ I said I hopcnl nothing;- of that kind would occur. ►Some siories 
a))out Mr. Lakin had preceded his cominjv there, and I said I hoped nothing of that 
kind wimld ever occur. 

(^)iiesfion. How many of those young nuMi were there? 

J7iswer. lialf a do/en, or tw.') or three, just as I easmvlly met them. 

Question. Did you say this at ditlerent times? 

Answer. No, sir ; just once, ])erhaps. I know that I must have made that remark, 
because my competitor stoi)i)<'d nie in one of my speeches, and wanted to know if 1 had 
said that I hoped they would not Ku-Klux him till he got out of the county. I rn^ver 
had stated any such thing. If anyl^ody had threatened to Ku-Klux him, I would have 
told them not to do it ; I would not liave i>ermitted it under luiy circumstances. 

Question. You spok<? of Ix'ing obliged to vote ;it a back window, when black men 
voted at the front door; did you want to voti? at the front door, or try to do so? 

Answer. I did not undertake to vote at the front window; 1 saw that the ])lack men's 
votes w<»re being received there, and I was told that my vote would ])e received at the 
other place; so i ])Ut my vot<^ in at the ba(;k window. 

Question. Was it not just as convenient for you to votL^ there as at any other place? 

Answer. No, sir; I had to go behind the house, as it were, in order to vote there. 

Question. AYhat was the inconvenience of going round ? 

Answer. The inconveniiMiee was that it was a discrimination very largely, as I thought, 
'.n favor of my " colored brethren," and obliging me to go further around than 1 wanted 
:o go just at that time. 

Question. How far was it back to where you A^oted ? 

^Inswer. Well, the distance was not so important; but you will understand there was 
a discrimination made, and the colored man was allowed greater privileges tlum the 
white ; it was a freer sulfrage to him in one sense than it was to us. 

Question. Do you mean to say that the colored men voted at one poll iHid the white 
men at another ? 

^iiiswtr. No, sir; they ]>oth voted at the same \)o\\, hnt the receptacle for the black 
jien's votes was the front window, while th<^ white men's votes w^ere received at tha 
back window. 

(.hicstion. Were there two sets of election officers? 

Answer. No, sir; the slierilf in charge of the (dection, I believe, received the votes and 
/lamh'd them to the inspector. He could receive a vote at one window, and then turn 
rouml and go to the other window. 

Qaextiitn. Walknig clear ai^ross the house ? 

Answer. In a littJe country precinct, the people do not vote very rapidly. I do not 
think that more than lifty or sixty votes were received there. 
Quef'tion. This was not at a court-house ? 
Answer. No ; it ^^vas at a shed addition to a coiuitry store. 

Question. You said, I believe, that the people at the North would not tolerate for a 
moment local ofhcers such as you have down there ? 

Answer. I said that they would not tolerate such persons as, with rare exceptions, were 
chosen at that election by the failure of the white people to vote. 

Question. Do you think thev would resist by violence the action of officers of that 
kind? 

Answer. I believe that in the county of Ontario, New York, they would not tolerate 
at all such otlicers as we have ^lad : a 'sherilf, for instance, w^ho could not make a return 
of process intelligibly. 

Question. Do you think the people of the North would resist violently the action of 
such ofiicers ? 

Answer. I think that such an officer as that sheriff would be turned out in someway 
I have a very good opinion of you, sir, and I rather incline to think that you would re- 
sist that kind of thing. 

Qucstio)!. You said something about promises of mules and lands by the repuldicans 
Do the democrats always tell the truth when they are making political speeches ? 

Answer. If you put that to me personally, I will say that, so far as they are repre- 
seutcMl by me, they do. 

Question. I do not mean to put the question personally, of course. 

Answer. No ; I think democrats are fallible ; I think they do make mistakes. 
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Question, Well, if any such thing was said, do you not regard it as being a mere olec- 
tioueeriug dodge ? 
Aimi'cr, Yes, sir ; but it had its inlluence on the colored people. 
QuesiioH. A serious influence ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, a serious influence. The colored man was disappointed. There -was, 
beyond doubt, that kind of talk. You recollect this man Callis, who was here in Con- 
gress once, and who was in some way implicated, I believe, in the sale of cadetsj^ips ; 
at least there was an intimation of that. Such a man would tell those fellows that 
forty acres aud a mule would be gaiued by taking a particular course politically. I do 
not know that he did say anything of that kind, but it would be very characteristic 
of him. It was generally received as something promised ; and it was not altogether 
without plausibility. Why do you discriminate in your legislation against the South, 
aud tie up the public lands there so that they cannot be bought as they can in other 
sections ? Why have you adopted as to the South the restriction of eighty acres ? 
What was that forf Mr. Wendell Phillips came out in a very elaborate article, in 
which ho suggested that negroes should not only have their eighty acres or forty acres, 
whichever it was, but a cottage, all furnished to hand ! 

Question . Wheu did he say that ? 

Answer. Last year. I saw it published over his signature in the Anti-Slavery 
Standard. 

Question. Do you think it had a bad effect in your section of the country ? 
Answer. It had a good effect on some of the voters for me. I read it pretty 
effectively. 

Question. Do you think it had any effect in making the Ku-Klux more virulent, or in 
stirring up the black men ? 
Answer. No ; I think the black man is behaving himself now very well. 
Question. You said something about a Colonel Shirk, of Peru ? 

Answer. I ouly mentioned his name from recollection. There was a Captain 'Shirk in 
the Navy ; and perhaps my recollection may be confused as to the name. I will try to 
get the correct name. 

Question. What was he doing down there ? What office did he hold ? 

Answe)\ He held no oflice ; he was a mere visitor. 

Question. Did he profess to know Mr. Lakin ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I believe he did. • He did not to me, for I never saw the man. 
Question. Do you know how long he was there ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You said something about a Mr. Van Valkenburg ? 
Answer. He is my informant. 
Question. Was lie from Peru ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not know but he may be from Indiana. 
Question. Is not the town of Peru in Indiana ? 
Answer, I think it is in Illinois. 
Qu^tion. There is a Peru in Indiana. 
Answer, I did not know it. 

Question. I think Mr. Lakin said he was from Peru, Indiana. 
Answer. Well, I may be mistaken upon that point. 
Question. Where is Mr. Van Valkenburg now ? 
Answer. In Huntsville. His name is John Van Valkenburg. 
Question, What did he say ? 

Answer. He said that Mr. Shirk, or this gentleman, whatever his name was, who camo 
from Peru, said that Mr. Lakin was under a cloud of* some sort ecclesiastically; that 
he ran for some office— school commissioner or something of that kind — and owing to 
his being under this cloud he got hardly any votes. ^ 

Question, I understood you to say that 'jMr. Lakin's mission, as you thought, was 
political as well as religious, and that it was difficult to separate the two. Do you 
think that was the case f 

Answer. I think that his mission was very much mixed. I do not see why, as a min- 
ister, he should have selected a man like myself for co;ument in a political speech to 
his congrej^ation, especially as I had been a Union man aU the way through. I only 
heard this incident recently. 

Question. You spoke about southern men not fraternizing or associating on terms of 
fcocial equality with nicn who associate freely with the colored people ? 

Answer. Who associate as equals with the colored people socially. 

Question, Have not certain white men- down there been the fathers of colored 
clnldrcn? 

Answer. I have heard of that frequently. 

Question. Do the people there repudiate, socially, white men who have become the 
fathers of colored chUdren ? 
Answer. I do not know that they do. That is a different thing. The man who does 
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that commits an offense aflniittedly and against his own standards of morality ; he does 
not assert that the thing is proper ; it is done by stealth. 

Question. Has such a thing pnt men under the ban, socially, in your region ? 

Answer. Oh, no ; North or South it has not done that, so far as I have heard. 

Quesiion. Is it not a fact, and has it not been a fact, that many of the most influential 
and respectable men in the South are reputed to be the fathers of colored children ? 

Answer. I think that imputation is a great deal broader than justice or truth would 
warrant. I know that it is imputed to' them. There are cases, very likely, of young 
men who at indiscreet ages have committed such acts; and, of course, there are 
instances of men who are lax in that respect all through life. 

Question. You think it is a fact that such men have become fathers of colored children ? 

Answer. I think that white men down there are the faUiers of children by colored 
women. 

Question. Respectable men — men of influence? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; but it has not ))een practically avowed and justified ; it is not done 
in ]>ursuance of an accepted tlie(u\v. 

Question. I am merely inquiring as to the test of respectability in that community. 
You said it was disreputal)le there for a man to associate with negroes. 

Answer, I said that the southern people never could be expected to extend social 
erjuality to men who come down there and have colored men and women at their 
tables. 

By Mr. Bhxux : 

Question. As to northern men who go down South on visits, are they not as lax with 
the colored women as southerners ? 
Answer. I reckon so. 

By Mr. Coburx : 

Question. Do white men who have such intercourse with colored women lose their 
res])ectability ? 

Answer. There is such a thing as being respectable in theory and yet committing 
sin. Tliere is such a thing (and 1 know you will agree with me perfectly) as otfending 
in act, yet being right in theory. I, for one, say a man who is sound in theory is more 
to be trusted than a man wlio simi)ly ha])pens not to sin, l)ut has no correct theories of 
right. I want a man to have right theories, even if he has not right practices. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. I want you to give us some idea of the rate of taxation in your State as 
conii)ared with what it formerly was. 

Answer. On that subject I desire to refer to information which I have here from an 
authentic source, and which I know to be correct, because it has been verified by my 
examination. In 1858 the total State tax of Madison County, (the county in which I 
live.) from all sources, was s2:^,417 63. In 1870 the total State tax of Madison County 
was not less than $65,000. made up as follows : 

Tax on real estate $51,445 30 

Tax on personal property 8,471 75 

Tax on licenses, polls, iusui-ance, &c., estimated at 5,082 95 

The estimate of taxes for i^oUs, insurance, &c., is a low one, and the probability is 
that the aggregate will in fact fall but little below $70,000. The total State tax on 
land in Madison County in 1858 was $7,213 10 ; in 1870, it was $51,445 30 — a difference 
of $44,232 -20. In other words, the total tax paid on land in our county in 1870 was 
more than seven times what it was in 1858. And before the war we had over thirteen 
tliousand slaves in the county, worth not less than $8,000,000— a sum fully equal to the 
value of all tlie taxable i)roperty now in the comity. My taxes last year were three 
times as great as the year previous ; in other words, they were trebled — I will not say 
within one year, but within two years. 

Question. Has there been a similar increase, as a rule, in all the counties of your 
State? • . ^ 

Answer. Yes, sir; that is my impression. This great increase of taxation is the com 
mon complaint. But the taxes now, I am informed, are less. 

Question. Since the new State government has been elected ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; so I understood. 

Question. You have ennmerated simply the State tax in your county. What is the 
county tax ; has that been inereased in a similar proportion f 

Answer, It is very large; I liave not a statement of that. Men from Montgomery 
would be much better informed upon this subject of taxation than my«elf 

Question. As you are a tax-payer there you must know something about the rate of 
taxation for county purposes— whether it has inereased in the same i)roportion. 

Answer. The county taxes have increased very much ; but I do not know whether the 
increase has been in the same ])roportioii. 
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By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 

Queatioti. Has this increased taxation in your State furaished iu any form the occa- 
sion for any acts of violence ? 

Answer. Well, it is among the causes of complaint. It might be associated with acts 
of violence. I have never heard acts of violence attributed to that cause. 

Question. In any case of the unlawful violation of person or property in your State, 
has the excuse for it, so far as you know, been the increase of taxation ? 

Answer, I have never heard of it. 



Washington, D. C, July 17, 1871. 

WILLIAM H. FORNEY sworn and examined. 

The Chairman, (Mr. Poland.) As this witness has been called by you, Mr. Blair, 
you will please commence his examination. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. State where you reside, how long you have resided there, and any official 
position which you may occupy at the present time. 

Answer. I am from Alabama, the town of Jacksonville, in the county of Calhoun ; I 
have resided therefor over thirty- five years. I do not hold any official position at this 
time, but I am engaged in the practice of the law, and practice in five or six counties. 

Question. In that circuit ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; I practice in all in that circuit and one county more. 

Question. Among the objects that this committee has in view, one is to ascertain as 
far as possible the condition of affairs in the Southern States in respect to the protec- 
tion aud security of life and property, and the on^sorcement of the laws generally. 
Please to state'as far as you have any information or knowledge upon that subject. 

Auswei'. As I have stated, I am frequently in some five or six counties, .aud attend 
the courts regularly. I am satisfied that any person who visits that country is safe in 
his person, and that the law is rigidly enforced there ; I might say that all are safe in 
their persons and property. 

Question. What are those counties in which you practice? 

Anstcer. Cleburne, Calhoun, Cherokee, Etowah, and St. Clair in my circuit ; and then 
I practice in De Kalb and Talladega, but not so much as In these other counties ; these 
are the counties composing the twelfth judicial circuit. 

Question. Is there any secret organization of disguised persons whoso purpose is to , 
resist the law ? 

Answer. There is no organization there to resist' the law. In my county bands of 
disguised men have appeared on several occasions, in numbers ranging from live or six 
to probably as high as fifty ; they appear in disguise ; but I do not believe that they 
are organized for the purpose of resisting the law ; it is merely to take the law in their 
own hands, and chastise parties; it is more in the nature of a patrol. With the excep- 
tion of one case, I never knew them to do anything outside of whi])ping parties ; and " 
those that they whipped were offensive to the people from the fact that they regarded i 
them as drones in society, and thieves, rascals, i)crsous whopaidno attention to or took 
no interest in t he care of their families ; persons who visited bawdy houses, aud rather 
kept that kind of people. Those places have been visited and the people chastised. 
Negroes who made their living entirely by thieving have frequently been whipped. 
This organization does not seem to pay any respect to persons. Wherever a man of that 
character appears, whether white or black, they would whip him ; but they do nothing . 
more than to whip him. 

Question. It had no political consequence? 

Ansiver. None in the world. The last one they gave an order to was a democrat. I 
do not think the parties who compose the organization know much about politics, and 
they do not care nnich about politics. I do not think the politicians of the country 
have anythiug to do with it ; leading politicians of the country are opposed to it. 

Question. We have had here the testimony of ]Mr. Parsons in reference to a case of 
violence that occurred in Calhoun, at Cross Plains; the occurrence took place iu 1870, 
and there was subsequently an inquiry by one of the judges of the State? 

Answer. Yes, sir, that is the one 1 alluded to as the exceptional case where there was 
violence done. 

Question. I wish you would give us an account of that case, and what connection 
you had with it. 

Answer. I was an attorney for some eight or ten young men who were arrested upon 
a warrant issued by Judge Peters. Jud<50 Peters Wt'is selected by the governor of the 
State to investigate that matter thoroughly ; he is one of the associate justices of the 
supreme court. The justices of the supreme court have jurisdiction all over the entire 
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State; the circuit judges have jurisdiction only in their respective circuits. It was 
thought necessary to have a judge whose jurisdiction extended over the State, in order 
to bring u}) witnesses from any i)ortion of the State. That was the excuse given for 
selecting a judge of the supreme court. The investigation commenced in August, and 
histi'd two months ; during that investigation I supi)ose one hundred and twenty or 
one hundred and thirty witnesses were examined, and at least seven hundred or eiijht 
hundred foolscap pages of testimony were written down. Governor Parsons repre- 
sented the State ; he is regarded as one of the hrst lawyers in the State. I was there 
present all the time. The evidence tended to establish this fact, that on the 10th of 
July 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland:) 
Question. In what year ? 

Answer. The evening of the 10th of July, 1870; a difficulty occurred between a young 
white man, who is about seventeen years of age, of the name of Patrick Craig, and a 
negTo boy, about some trivial boyish matter; they got into a difficulty and had a tight. 
There were a great many white ])ersons and colored persons around, but no one partici- 
])ated in the light. About the time it was all over the southern train came up, and 
the 111 emeu on the southern train, black men, made some demonstration to take i^art in 
the light. 'J'liat was resisted by the white men around there, but nothing grew out of 
it. It v/as a small matter, nothing serious; I do not suppose the white boy or the 
negro was vor^' seriously injured ; they got up near a wood-pile and threw some billets 
of wood at each other. No one i)aid any attention to it. The boy ran olf towards 
Paytona ; that is a de])ot of the Selma Kailroad, and is about three-quarters of a mile 
from Cross Plains. At Paytona there is a large number of employes belonging to the 
railroad, mostly negroes. I suppose there would be one hundred and titty negroes 
theio, probably of all ages and sexes, and perhaps fifty men. Nothing more was 
thought about the matter until about 9 o'clock at night." There is a negro there by 
the name of Oliver Duke, who was regarded in that country as a democratic negro, 
and not very poi)nlar with his color on that account. Near the village of Cross Plains 
is a little i)laee called Tobetown, but really a part of the town ; it takes its name from 
the chief negro who lives there. I snj)poso there are five or six cabins there, all occu- 
pied by colored p('oi)le. This Oliver Duke came from that place, very much fright- 
ened; he met a dugufrrean artist there, who was out hunting lor his family phy- 
sician, and said to him that ho had seen a numi)er of armed negroes in Tobetown, 
aud he was satisfied they were bent on devilment, that they intended to do some mis- 
chi(^fthat night. He then went on to the hotel where he was staying, and told the 
same to his employer. This daguerrean artist went to the church and communicated 
it to some persons outside there. As soon as the congregation was dismissed, of course 
it wa^ rumored around that the negroes had congregated in Tobetown, with a view 
of making an assault. The women became very much frightened, and a great many 
of them remained in church ; some few started on home, not believing there was any- 
thing in it. This ])oy, Patrick Craig, who had had the difficulty the evening before, 
in company with two boys of the name of Keith, and another friend, took a back alley 
that goes to the house of Mrs. Keith, and there they found a shot-gun aud two or three 
pistols, and with them came out into the street. About the time they got into the 
middle of the street, th(* congregation from the church was passing along, but there 
were no negroes then in sight. In a moment eight or ten or fifteen negro men came 
out from behind a blacksmith's shoi), and a negro called out, Here they are," and 
fired his pistol into the crowd. Then another one fired, the wadding falling among 
the women ; there were men, women, aud children going along together. Of course, 
there wa« a panic then. One of the boys hallooed out, "Charge them," and rushed 
through the crowd of church-going people and fired his pistol. S^rom that they had a 
skirmish ; I sn[)pose there were twenty or thirty shots lired. The negroes retreated 
and went in the direction (»f Paytona. After getting about two hundred or three 
hundred yards they rallied, got into a parley, and discussed whether they should 
return. They were rather boisterous; some were for returning and fighting it 
out, cursing sonje of the others lor being cowards. After holding a council of war 
they resolved to go down to Paytona and get seventy-five well-armed men " — 
that was the expression the witnesses say they used — " and return, and whip out 
and burn up the damned town." That was said in the presence of a man by the name 
of Stevenson ; he was a carpenter, and had the reputation of being an honest and 
industrious man. He went to the village, aud there he found the people in consider- 
able stir, but not armed. He announced what the negroes had decided upon, that 
they would go to Paytona, return with seventy-five armed negroes, whij) out the 
town, and burn it u]). As soon as that was announced, of course they commenced to 
organize. It was then determined by the [)eople that they would organize merely for 
defense. After that was agreed u])on they found there were some twenty -five or tliirty 
congregated, people from difierent parts of the village. The town is named Cross 
Plains because of the crossing there of two public roa(ls. Some one said tiu^y should 
select some old man that would keep the youths of the town from doing any mischief. 
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Tbey called upon an old man by the name of Johnson, who is a merchant there, a very 
respectable citizen, probably as much so as any man in the village. He declined on 
account of his age. Finally they succeeded in selecting Major A, D. Bailey, who is the 
principal of the male academy there. Bailey agreed to assume command of the force 
upon condition that all would obey him. Well, it was nnderstood that they would, 
and that they should act entirely upon the defensive, that they should not leave the 
village. He assumed command, and sent out and posted his pickets. After remaining 
there some length of time and hearing nothing from the enemy, he sent out some scouts ; 
they returned and reported all quiet. After the thing had calmed doAvn and become quiet 
they sent a party of young men up to TobetoAvn, to ascertain who the negroes were 
who were in the* place. From a negro, woman living there they got the names of about 
ten w^ho were up there that night. They took a list of the namea, and about 2 o'clock, 
as the northern train was going towards Paytona, Major Bailey thought it best to go 
on the train and go down the road, in order that no one of those ten whose named 
were on the list should escape. Ho took eight or ten men, and stationed them along, 
and gave them directions to let no one ^et on the train whose name had been furnished 
them. It turned out that no person ot any kind attempted to get on the train that 
night. After tho train left, one of the employes, of the attaches, of the railroad, came 
to Major Bailey and told him that there was a wounded negro in one of the cabins, 
IBailey went there with his friends and found out that the negro had been wounded 
with squirrel shot. The negro finally admitted that he was with the party who had 
made the attack on the town there, and Bailey then told him that he must go with 
them. It was then getting about 4 o'clock in the morning, I suppose. Bailey told the 
negro that he would not be hurt, but they wanted him up there, as he was one of the 
party that was in tho attack; and, in addition to that, they wanted to get information 
as to who really were the other persons. The citizens had met and had sent a runner 
to Jacksonville, where the sheriif resided, with a request for him to come up in the 
morning and have tho matter investigated. Abont the time Bailey was sending otf 
this wounded negro some of the boys of his p«arty came to him and told him that there 
were a number of negroes advancing upon them. He ran out and halted them ; he 
could hear the click of their pistols. Bailey announced to them that they must not 
advance any further, and they made no further attempt to advance. Soon thereafter 
two other negroes came from another direction ; they were ordered to halt, but before 
doing so they clicked their pistols and snapped. A boy by the name of Keith, I think, 
shot at theni, and hit a negro, whc) turned out to be a negro by the name of Jacob 
Moore. They took him and carried him back to the village. Bailey stopping those who 
were approaching and giving orders to his men Jiot to fire, that there must be no 
shooting. He brought up the rear, driving his own party ahead, and hallooing 
to the negroes near by, some five or six as it was reported, not to come any fur-« 
ther. They did so, and there the matter ended. During the night they had sent 
runners in various directions, asking the people to come in and protect them. One 
man had gone I suppose ten or fifteen miles, and by daybreak he had come back with 
twenty white men. Runners were sent in other directions, and by sunrise the next 
morning I suppose there were from fifty to seventy-five persons from the country who 
had come in armed. They believed there had been an attack on the town, and they, 
thought it was necessary for them to come in and protect the people. The baililf of 
the beat and the justice of the. peace were sent for ; regular affidavits and warrants^ 
were issued. Tho party there returned to Paytona for the j)urpose of arresting the 
negroes whoso names had been furnished them. A white boy by the name of Keith 
said that there was a white man in the crowd, that he thought ho had seen him. When 
they got to Paytona, as they were passing along by the house of a white man by the 
name of William C. Luke, a Canadian, who was teaching school there, this white boy 
pointed him out as tho man that he thought he saw the night previous. They had no; 
Avarrant for him, but they told him of the fact, and he said he was willing to go with^ 
them and have the matter investigated j and he went on to the village ; I suppose a 
great many negroes were carried up as witnesses, and some ten or twelve as x>risoners. 
They had an investigation before Justice Neighbors; a large number of people had con- 
gregated to hear it. The investigation ended a little before sundown, and they 
adjourned over until the next morning. The sheriff was directed by the justice to get 
a sufficient guard to hold the prisoners until next morning. Some'believed that they 
might be rescued from them ; that the negroes would rescue them that ni<>ht. Tlie 
sheriff summoned some eight or ten persons for that purpose. About night-fall it was 
announced that one of the negroes who was considered as a party engaged in the affair 
of tho night before, was down at Paytona; and the deputy sheriff ordered some young 
men to go down there and arrest him. In doing so, when they got near Paytona, they 
discovered a little negro boy running down to a place called the tank ; they overtook 
him and asked him where he was going; he said he was going to tell Jim Hughes, the 
negro they were after, to leave. They asked him who told him to do that ; and he 
said that William Hall told him so. By that time they came to William Hall's house, 
and the white men arrested him. 
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By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Was ha iines!;Tol 

An.sn-cr. Yes, sir ; a negro. They delivered him to the sheriff, and said, ''This is not 
one of the party that we were sent for, hut he gave information to Jim Hughes, the 
])arty we were after, to leave, and we thought he ought to he taken up for doing that 
the deputy sheriif said, '^Put him upon the stand with the balance," and they did so. 
That night, about 12 o'clock, some disguised men came into the town and took off Wil- 
liam C Luke, the three colored men, and William Hall, carried them out some distance 
from the town, and hung tliem. After that, the governor sent Judge Peters to ascer- 
tain who the parties were. Governor Smith was there, and General Crawford was 
there, witli a squadron of cavalry and a company of soldiers, to see that the matter 
should be thoroughly investigated. 

Qnr.sfiov. In this attack Tiy the negroes upon the congregation that came out of the 
church was there anything serious ? 

A7\sv'fr. No one was ]nt ; 1 noticed where I could see some of the shot on the opposite 
side of the street from Avliere they were. After examining all sides, both parties, the 
impression made u])on n)y mind at the time was that eight or ten negroes had gone up 
into that town with a view of getting into a difficulty with Craig and his friends ; that 
in passing down the street — it was a bright moonshiny night— they saw Craig and re- 
cognized him, and made that reckless assault by firing over the men, women, and 
children passing along the street. 

Qiuiitio)L Their intention being to attack this boy Craig ? 

Aufurr. To attack him and his accomplices, ther(> is no doubt about that ; and in 
doing so, they ih vd over the ])eople. The impression made ui^on the citizens of Cross 
l^lains was that they had hred right into the crowd. I am satisfied they never would 
lla^'^ been hung if the people had known it was a mere fight between the colored men 
and the white boys. But that day, in the investigation, there were no attorneys there: 
Mr. Luke, the vrhite man, examined the witnesses. The impression was still left u])on 
the minds of the people, for I know it reached me, that the negroes had made a reckless 
assault, a nmrderous attack, upon wlnte people returning from the church. 

Question. Women and chiUken ? 

Aufiwcr. Yes, sir ; m<'n, women, and children. And no doubt the persons who were 
there tha.t day just resolved that they would take the law in their own hands and hang 
them ; they 'oelieved that in doing so they were i)rotecting themselves in their x)ersons 
and proi)erty ; that this was an outrage, and it was looked upon as a murderous attack, 
uncalled for and reckless ; and that that kind of conduct should be met in the same 
way ; and so they hnn^^ them. I do not suppose that any person in the village, or, at 
least, 1 will say that nnieteen-twentieths of them honestly believed it was an attack 
upon th(^ people promiscuously, and not intended merely for those boys. 

Question. In the proceeding which was had before one of the judges of the supreme 
court, did he make any finding or coum to any conclusion in reference to it I 

Answer. Yes, sir. We commenced on three or four at first, and by the time we closed 
I think they had nine arrested for murder. 

Question. Nine citizens of the town ? 

An-^wer. Yes, sir. Most of the persons they arrested were there that night, were pre- 
sent when the disguised men carried off tliese persons 5 three or four of them were 
guards. Governor Parsons took tip tho idea that they were pariiccps cruninis ; he 
thought that all the guards ^ctg i)ayiiceps eriminis. Judge Peters discharged five and 
admitted the balance to bail for a very small amount, which was enough to show that 
he did not believe that they had anything to do with it. But during this investigation 
it was shown that some of them had probably whipped negroes; that was really proved 
on them ; that they had been seen in disguise, and had chastised some negroes. I never 
was able to ascertain whether the judge bound them over, although they drew up the 
bond, to answer to th(» indictment in regard to William C. Luke and others ; I think 
he ]>ound them over to answer to some of the other charges, for in writing up his 
opinion he embraced some eight or nine offenses they had been guilty of. The grand 
jury afterwards ignored the bill, except against one man. 
Question. WavS he ever tried ? 

Ansu'ir. No, sir ; he is represented as being in Georgia. There was only one witness 
who testified relative to him, and upon inquiry >t w as found out that he was in the 
State of Georgia at the time, and could prove that lie was, and they made no attempt 
to arrest him. 

(Juestion. Ui^on whose testimony was this bill found ? 

Answer. This bill was found upon the testimony of Lewis M. Force, w^ho came down 
there during the investigation for the purpose, as he said, of getting some troops to 
have a man, who had been arrested for a rape upon his daughter, removed from tho 
county of Cherokee to the county of Calhoun, as they regarded the Calhoun jail as the 
saf^r one. Being examined, he said that this Georgian, by the name of Johnson, had 
told him that he did it. We made inquiries about Force, and foimd out that he was a 
man of no standing ; that he told this great talc upon Johnson, and that he left Georgia 

30 
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after shooting Jolnison, had gone into Johnson's town and shot him; Johnson was then 
in a dangerous condition. Ho did not testify against any parties who were on trial. 

By Mr. Beck : 
Questimi. That Force himself had shot Johnson? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I suppose, as that is mentioned, I had better explain how Force 
came to shoot Johusoa. Force was anxious to arrest a party by the name of West, 
whom he accused of having committed a rape upon his daughter. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question, Was West a white man ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. Force called upon Johnson to assist liim ; Johnson represented to 
him that he belonged to the Ku-Klux Klan, and that ho would aid to arrest him if he 
would pay him ; Force agreed to pay so nmch to any person who would arrest this 
man West, probably $100 or §150. West, I think, had been arrested and had escaped, 
and ho wanted to rearrest him ; this is what I learned from Force, and from an investi- 
gation into the matter to see whether the State of Alabama should mako a requisition 
for Johnson. Johnson and Force met several nights ; Johnson was to get this man to 
a particular i^lace, and Force was to be there and seize him. Well, they met on two or 
three nights, and of course Johnson did not bring him up, but would always make 
some excuse. Finally, Force says that he agreed to join the organization ; he said that 
Johnson then told him about the nature of the organization ; that he himself belonged 
to it ; that there was headquarters in Atlanta, with a largo number of men in Georgia, 
and with headquarters in Alabama ; he pretended to say that they had signs so that 
they could recognize each other, but he did not givo them ; Force agreed to join, and 
as Johnson did not have thopower to initiate, he was to meet at Alpine, in the State of 
Georgia, and take the oath that was required. Johnson then told him that he must go 
out on a raid with him ; so they got some sheets to cover themselves with, and went 
out on a Ku-Klux raid — I think there were Force, Johnson, and another person— and 
whipped two or three negroes in the night, according to Force's statement. Force said 
that ho got enough of it ; that they had traveled him all around ; that all had got 
drunk ; he was asked how nnich they drank, and I think he said they got a quart at 
three difterent places ; and that about daybreak they got through with their tramp ; 
ho then said he declined to take their oath; that ho went up to Alpine, but 
never took the oath at all. He afterward, through the assistance of Johnson, I think, 
got on the track of this man West, who had started into the northern portion of Ala- 
bama, and West was arrested, brought back, and lodged in jail in Cherokee County. 
Johnson, I understand, called on Force for his pay, and by some means or other got 
possession of a mule belonging to Force, and went with it to Alpine, in Georgia ; Force 
followed him, coming up with Johnson at Alpine, shot him down in the street with a 
double-barreled shot-gun, and then left and came down to Pay ton a, where the troops 
were, and sa.w Governor Parsons, and told him all that had occurred. Governor Par- 
sons then put him upon tho stand as a witness. I noticed him there some two weeks, 
and had some susincion that he would probably be made a witnesss. I inquired of one 
of my clients if they had been talking to Force, and one fellow said he had ; I told them 
that there was danger in Force, and that they must not talk before him or give him 
any excuse to say anything about them. Ho had some friends to write up in the section 
of country where Force resided, near Alpine, in Georgia, and we ascertained that he 
was a man not entitled to any credit. When he was placed on the stand he gave no 
evidence against our men ; I never cross-examined him, for I looked upon it as nothing.* 
I did not believe at that time that Judge Peters regarded what ho said as anything ; 
because if they had believed that this man Johnson had shot one of the negroes, as 
Force said he told him, that ho was i)rescnt, saw tho men shot and hung, and was a 
party to it, they had a squadron of cavalry there, and the governor of Alabama could 
easily have made a requisition upon the governor of Georgia, and have Johnson 
brought there. But there was nothing of that sort done, no one, as I conceived, hav- 
ing any confidence in the statement of Force. They sent this squadron of cavalry into 
Kandolph County and brought witnesses from there, while Johnson was not over 
thirty miles from there, and the governor of Georgia was within less than ninety 
miles, and the governor of Alabama was there, and could have mado the requisition, 
" and tho troops could have enforced it. 

Question. No one gave any credit to Force's statement ? 
Ansxcer. I do not think any one did 

Question. I understand you to say that Force testified directly and pointedly to thO 
fact that Johnson was at Cross Plains at the time of thi*s riot, and had himself killed 
one of tho negroes. 

A nsxcer. Yes, sir ; Force pointedly testified that Johnson told him that ho was present 
at Cross Plains when Luko and the negroes wero hung, and that he gave one of ihem 
a " damned good load through tho head." Now, one Otf the negroes was shot. Johnson 
had gotten into a difiiculty up there, and came down to Cross Plains on a drunken 
Bpreo three days afterward, and of course knew exactly what had been dohe ; and 



ALABAMA. 



467 



poraeliody said that lie probably got one of tlio hats of the negroes, and went back to 
(Georgia and made this big talk. It was ])roved before Judge Peters, and Governor 
Parsons, and all ; that testimony was thrown before the grand jury, and Force was 
carried before the grand jnry. And I have understood that they found a bill against 
him, but I do not know that. 

Qiicstiou, Found a bill against Johnson? 

Auf^wer. Yes, sir, upon iforce's testimony; but there has never been anything done 
with it. 

Question. Force made disclosures in his testimony, or purported to do so, as to the 
organization of the Kn-Klux Klan, did he not? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I do not recollect all he said; one thing was that the organization 
was to have something to do with the elections ; he said to try and control the elec- 
tions ; but I am not clear about that. 

Question. And he undertook to divulge the secrets of the organization throughout ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; he undertook to show that there was an organization in the State 
of Alabama numbering thousands, and an organization in the State of Georgia number- 
ing thousands, and that their object was of a political nature, to keep the negro in 
subjection ; just a great, long-winded tale. 

Qncsfion. Was there any i^roof elicited before the examining judge as to the charac- 
ter of this man, or did you content yourself with just ascertaining his character ? 

Answer. Force in giving his testimony did not testify against the men I represented ; 
I was not representing the Ku-Klux organization, only men who professed to be inno- 
cent ; we were not defending the organizatiim. and he did not give any testimony 
against the men I represented. I did not cross-examine him, and did not introduce 
any testimony to show what kind of man he was, for 1 did not conceive it necessary. 
I must coufess I saw the investigation was rather taking a political turn, and I did 
not feel disposed to go into that. We probably would have done so, as I beloug to the 
opposite side, but we did not for a long time; I saw what Governor Parsons was up to; 
I discovered that. 

Question. His object was to implicate 

Answer. Gov<'rnor Parsons's object was, as I conceived— of course he wanted to find 
out who were engaged in hanging those men, but at tln^ same time he wanted to show 
to the Xorth that there was a secret organization down there, having for its object to 
control the negro xota, or to prevent them from voting. In other words, he wanted to 
get up something, as I ccmceived, for the northern mind to feed on ; to have soni(«Miing 
to keej) up the excitement, ^fy courts were going on, and the fact is, 1 did nor have 
time to go into it. As an evidence of that, at the end of eoch week, I proposed that 
the investigation should stop, and we would enter into a bond for any amount his 
honor might indicate for our appearance at court. Governor Parsons invariabR de- 
clined, and insisted that the investigation slnmld go on. 

Question. Xobody placed the slightest reliance ujion the evidence of this man Force? 

Answer. Xo, sir : 1 do not think Judge Peters did. Judge Peters was sent there for 
the puri)ose of investigating this matter, and bringing to justice the men who had 
committed that outrage. He was assisted by th*' sherilf of the county and by General 
Crawford's troops ; he had a s(piadron of cavalry and a company of infantry. If ho 
liad Indieved that this man Johnson had been a party to it, why, of course it was hi.^ 
duty to see that the necessary requisition was made upon the governor of Georgia, or 
to have sent this cavalry up there and brought Johnson down, for he was not morf 
than five or six miles across the line. 

Question. There was no direct evidence implicating any of the persons on trial in 
the crime ? 

Answer. Xone in the world — yes, there was this negro, Oliver Duke, who testi- 
fied that he was in the hotel^ and that the leader of the Khm was riding a chestnut- 
sorrel horse with a white face ; that he gave a loud war-whooj), and said, Xow foi 
Paytona,'' or something of that sort ; I do not know that that was it. He said he be- 
lieved the man who gave that whoop was a man by the name of Estes ; 1 do not re- 
member his given name ; he was one of the parties on trial. 

Question. He was one of the parties under arrest ? 

Answer. Yes; well, we showed that when they returned they went by the hotel undei 
whip and spur. 

Question. That no such scene as the negro described 

Answer. That his halting in front of the hotel and hallooing did not take place. 
Well, I have got it into my head that he was going to swear, Xow for Paytona ;" but 
I do not know whether he did or not. At any rate, he said he recognized Estes's horse, 
and that he knew the loud, shrill halloo of Estes, and that he believed the man in fi ont, 
one of the parties on the trial, was Estes. To ofl'set that we showed that when they 
returned from the hanging they went by the hotel at a fast gallop. 

Question. The result was that no bill was found against any of these parties? 

Answer. Xone against any of them. 

Question. And none against any other party, unless against this taan Johnson, on 
the testimony of Force f 
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Answer. He was the only party implicated directly, 

Queniion, And notwithstanding that, no efibrt was made to secure his person, or to 
bring him to trial T 
Answer. None at all. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Qnestion. Just there, a moment ; how long before the time Force testified was it that 
ho had shot Johnson ? 

Answer. It probably might have been three weeks before that ; but I think he came 
down immediately nfter ho shot Johnson, and represented, as it was supposed that it 
was necessary for him to have i)rotectiou, that he did not know but they would go foe 
him for shooting Johnson. 

Quesiion. Did ho suppose at the time he left there that he had killed Johnson ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; ho no doubt thought ho had killed Johnson. 

Quesiion. And he reported that to the troops 1 

Answej: I do not think he told them anything about his shooting Johnson ; he came 
down there and reported to the commander of the troops that he wanted troops to ar- 
rcet West, the man who had been guilty of a rape upon his daughter, and against 
whom a true bill had been found ; he wanted to carry him from one jail to the other ; 
that can be done by making an affidavit that the jail is insecure. 

Question, He came down there and got into communication with Governor Parsons ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What I want to get at is this, whether or not Force, after shooting John- 
son and believing that he had killed him, thinking that a dead man could tell no tales, 
came on down and manufactured this story on Johnson: and told it to magnify him- 
self? 

Answer. It was rumored when he got down there that Johnson was not expected to 
live ; and he went to Governor Parsons and, of course, told him these tales. 

By Mr. Blaiu : 

Quesiion. You say you did not attempt to show his character in court, because it was 
unnecessary to save your clients ? 
Answer. Of course. 

Quesiion. Pid you not provide yourself with testimony in regard to his character? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I had a letter written to where he resided for the purpose of ascer- 
taining who he was, fearing that he would testify to something against my men ; and 
I was informed by one of my clients, whose name was Keith, and who feared ho would 
say something about him, as he had been in conversation with him, that he could gel 
plenty of witnesses to i)rove that he was a man of no standing in the community, and 
that iiis testimony was entitled to no weight. But as he testihed nothing in regard to 
our men, of course we did not care about assailing his character. 

Question. Simply because it was unnecessary? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. If it had been necessary, his character, as you understand, was assailable 1 

Ansivei: Yes, sir. Since that I have also understood from other inen besides my cli' 
ent that he is a man of no standing in the community at all. 

Question. Do yoa know anything in reference to whether there is any opposition 
among the negroes to any of their race voting the democratic ticket ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiion. How is that opposition evinced? 

Anstcci', Where I live the white i^opulatiou is about three to one; in the town itseli 
it is about equal. There are a few negroes in our section of the country who seem in- 
clined to vote the democratic ticket, but they do not announce it imblicly. They will 
come to us and say that they want to vote that ticket, but that they do not want to 
have it known, that they are afraid of those of their color. I only know of one demo- 
cratic negro in the county getting into difficulty ; I think they whipped him there ; but 
that was a fair fight, that is about all. They are afraid of each other about that ; there 
is fio doubt about it. lu our county, in the last election, I think that we got probably 
from twenty-five to seventy-five colored men to vote with the democratic party, upon 
the ground that they were tired with the way things were going on, that their expecta- 
tions had not been realized. Then, in addition to that, there was quite a number who 
did not vote at all. It was something novel and new to them at first, and they were 
prompt to vote ; they would order them to go up to the village and vote, and they 
would go in there, three or four hundred of them ; nearly all in the county would center 
t liere to vote ; they would obey the orders of their chiefs promptly. But we have haU 
a great many elections, and they do not reap any results, they do not gather any fruit 
from it, and now they do not attend the elections as well as they formerly did, and they 
do not attend public meetings as they did formerly. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 

Question. How far is Jacksonville, where you live, from Cross Plains ? 
Ansicer. It is thirteen miles. 



ALABAMA. 



469 



Question. All that you know in reference to this transaction is what was elicited upon 
the investigation ? 

Athm-cr. Certainly, and I endeavored to state that, that the evidence tended to show 
what I stated. 

Qucsiion. The first connection yon had with the matter in any way was when these 
men were hrought before Judge Peters ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I was out of the county when it occurred. 

Question. Yon were not there at the time they had these men up before the magis- 
trate f 

Ansxcer. Xo, sir ; I saw the testimony before the magistrate. 

Question, How long after the transaction was it before the hearing of the case before 
Judge Peters? 

Answer. Something over a month ; Judge Peters got there about a month afterward, 
but the investigation did not take place until probably five weeks after tlie transaction 
occurred. 

Question. This quarrel originated between Craig, a white man, and a colored man ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was the quarrel about? 

Answer. There are two versions of it ; that really did not come up before our investi- 
gation ; we did not go quite that far back, but I made inquiry about it. One of the 
versions was that Craig had come to town and re(inested the negro to liold his horse ; 
the negro refused, and Craig cursed him ; then the negro said something, and they got 
into a ditfieulty in that way ; I do not think that was true, though. I inquired of some 
other men, and they said that Craig was a little intoxicated ; that the negroes had 
been in the habit of congregating upon the platform of the depot, and Craig went uj) 
there, and svriuging aroiuul, rubbed up against this negro ; the negro stood firm, and 
then Craig gave him a shove and pushed him oli' the platform, and they got into a 
fight in that way. 

Quesiion. You think that Craig was the aggressor ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I think he was; there are two versions: one was that Craig 
requested him to hold his horse, and the other was that he pushed him off the platform 
of the depot ; perhaps both versions are true. 

Question. In this investigation before Judge Peters they did not undertiike to go into 
the merits of the quarrel out of which this difficulty grewf 

Answer. Xo, sir; we were then after a difierent matter, to ascertain who did the 
murder. 

Question. What time of the day was it that this affray took place between Craig and 
the colored man 

Answer. I would say that it was about 4 o'clock. 
Question. In the afternoon ? 

Answer. Well, in July, according to the time the train comes in, it would be nearer 
f) o'clock, just before sundown; if the schedule had not been changed it must have 
been just before sundown, for I was nj) there, and remember getting there just before 
bundown. 

Question. After the difficulty this colored boy went on down to Paytona? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. This meeting you have spoken of in the church was in the evening, 
was it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; we call it night. 
Question. That is, it ^vas after dark ? 

Answer. Yi s, sir ; after candle-light, and probably about 9 o'clock. We use the word 
'•night" at the South for that time ; "evening'' is between 12 o'clock and sundown; 
after sundown it is night with us. 

Question. As the people came out from the church and were scattered along in the 
street this firing took place i? 

Answer. The firing oeemred, I suppose, three hundred yards from the church. 

Question. The people M'ere going home ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; some few remained in the church. 

Question. They had become alarmed by this time ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, and remained at the church; others that were not alarmed pass(>d 
along. Craig and his party were at church, and they took a back street and got up to 
where the arms were; and as they got out in front of the house of Mrs. Keith, tin iv 
mother, which I suppose is seventy-live yards from the crossing of the two roads that 
inakes tlie place called Cross Plains, they could not see any negroes at all ; ))ut at that 
instant the congregation came along, lifteen or twenty men, women, and children, siit h 
as Avonld probably attend service at night, probably some as young as ten years •; the 
other i)arty came from the other direction out from behind a blacksmith's shop, and 
the leader hallooed out, ''Here they arc.'' and fir^d: a nnijority of tht^ witnesses sct ni(>d 
to testify in that way. The people believed that they tired i\ito them as they jiassed 
along ; but after thorough investigation of the iuatter I became satisfied that ihey 
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fired at these boys ; but at the same time those meu who hiiDg them believed the othei 
way. 

Qitcstioj}. They did not hit anybody? 

Anaive?: No, sir ; I thiuk some lady said that the wadding Avent against one of their 
dresses. 

Question. About how many of those colored meu fired, did it ai)i)ear ; about how many 
shots were discharged by the negroes ? 

Answer, I asked that question, and it was represented by men who had been in the 
army that there must have been twenty or thirty shots on botli sides ; they repre- 
sented it as a slight skirmish. Of course it was but a minute that it all took place. 

Question, The street was pretty full of people going along from church f 

Jnsiver, It was represented that there were some fifteen or twenty persons. 

Question, From the evidence you got about it, how large a proportion of those shots 
that were fired seemed to have been fired by the negroes f 

Answer, The whites said that they had a double-barreled shot-gun loaded with 
squirrel shot, I think, one single-barreled pistol, and iirobably one of those repeaters 
that had four or five shots ; all theirs together would not amount to more than eight 
or ten shots. 

Question. You think that quite a majority of the shots that were fired were fired by 
the colored people? 

Answer, Yes, sir; I thiuk they were better armed at the time. 

Question. Who had the arms on the side of the whites ; this Craig, &c. ? 

Audwei', No, sir ; they were at Mrs. Keith^s, who was the mother of the two boys by 
the name of Keith, one of wliom was arrested. When they heard that the negi^oes 
would x^robably attack them they said, ''We have two shot-guns and some pistols;" 
and Craig and the two Keiths and some other boy, I do not know who, went there 
and each one got something ; one had a shot-gun, one a pistol, &c. 

Question, Craig was one of the party that got the arms ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, he went with the others; he did not have any arms himself, but 
went to the house and got them. 

Question. Did the colored meu who appeared there appear to be all armed? 
Answer, They were represented to be so. 

Question. And quite a majority of the shots were fired by them, apparently? 
Answer. I cannot say '' quite a majority ;" because it was represented that there were 
twenty or thirty shots, and there must have been at least ten shots fired by the whites. 
Question. And among the people who were in the street nobody was hit or hurt? 
Ansicei'. No, sir; they soon scattered. 

Question.. At the first of the firing they were all in the street? 

Answer. Yes, sir, at the first of the firing ; but as soon as the second or third shot was 
fired they scattered, and one of the Keith boys hallooed, charge." 

Question, You still think they believe that the negroes intended to fire into this 
crowd ? 

Answer. There is no doubt but what the peox)le believed it there the next day, and 
some of them believe it still. 

Qu<:stion. One of the party was woimded? 
Answe)\ Yes, sir, with squirrel shot. 

Question. That was done by Craig or one of the Keith boys ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, there is no doubt about that. As these boys charged them, the 
negroes ran through an alley between two stores, and the principal portion of the firing 
occurred in the rear of the stores. 

Question. Did the negroes shoot there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That was after the first discharge? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir ; the white boys charged them and they gave way and went back 
to the rear of the stores. I remember seeing the marks of "the shot behind there. The 
boys followed until they exhausted their ammunition, and the negroes ran through -a 
field and got down by this man Stevenson's house. ^ 
, Question. There were only three or four in the Keith i)arty ? 

A nmcer. Just four. 

Question. There were more of the negroes? 

Anstcei', It was represented that there were at least ten, some thought there were 
fifteen; there might have been some along not armed; I am inclined to think tliere 
were. 

Question, Wliat had this white man who was hung to do witli the afi'air ? > 
^ Answer. I do not think that Luke had auythiug to do with it, judging from the inves- 
tigation. One of the Keith boys i)roved there on the investigatiou, and he also testified 
before the magistrate, that he saw a white man in the crowds of negroes ; and the next 
morning when going down to Paytoua the second time, this boy said, "There is the 
man," pointing to Luke, 'Hhat I think was there last night." Major Bailey told Luke 
what he was accused of, aud Luke said, "I will go up and have it investigated." 
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Question. He readily assented to go up with them? 
Jnsmr. Yes, sir. 

Question. He said that he was not there with the negroes ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You do not understand he was there? 

Anm-er. I do not believe he was; hut I believe Luke knew what they thought of 
doing. It came out on the investigation that Luke said, ^'I told you not to go but 
W(.' could not get all the facts out. They were very pju'ticular not to say anything 
against ^Ir. Luke. But one said something that made me infer that Luke knew they 
were going up there to get into a difficulty. 

(2uestion. But so far as you have any testimony in regard to his declarations at all, 
they were to advise them not to go 1 

Aimver. Yes, sir. I think he knew they were going. 

Question. You say ho knew they were going, because one of the colored men testified 
that he advised them not to go ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; he did. 

Question. There was no evidence tending to show that he advised them to go ? 

A}iswe7\ No, sir. The only thing ho could be blamed for was that he did not commu- 
nicate to some person the fact that they were going. After knowiug they were going 
up there for the purpose of making an assault upon other parties, ho' should have com- 
municated that fact, and have had it stoi)ped. 

Question. How many persons did they have under guard that night that Luke was 
taken out and hanged ? 

Answer. There were live. 

Question. They had five persons under guard ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And the whole five were taken out and hung ? 

Ansicer. 0, yes; they just swung them all up. 

Question. How many persons were there guarding them? 

Answer. It seems that there were generally four or five, and they had difi"erent reliefs. 
The sheriff represented tliat he had summoned some seven or eight. 
Question. To act as guards ? 

Answer. To act a.s guards ; and each guard would get some one to relieve him. I 
suppose some fifteen or twenty persons stood guard there during the night, and they 
were lying about on the benches. 

Question. When^ were these persons kept — in the building ? 

Answer. Near the crossing, in the center of the town, on what is called a porch, or a 
platform, as we call it, of a building. In our houses there, as you enter, there is an 
open porch, as we call it. 

Question. They were on this porch, or piazza? 

Answer. Yes, sir. It was a new house, and they were put there, and they were all 
lying down, and the guard was around on this little platform. 

(^hiesfion. What time of the night did it appear that this baud of men came there? 
Answer. At Ixi o'clock or after; not before 1*3, I think. 

Que>^tion. Was this band of men disguised who came there and took away these five 
men ? 

Answer. They were represented as being disguised with rather a grotesque costume. 

Question. Did it seem to bo a disguise that was improvised for the occasion ? 

Answer. No, sir; it seemed to be a disguise that they had used previously; there was 
some uniformity about it; some of them were represented as having tremendous high- 
crowned hats, and cai)s and masks; some of them had on a yellow tyga, and others 
had on white ones. 

Question. It .was x^erfectly apparent, from the description of this body of men and the 
disguise they 'Had on, that it was not a disguise that a^iarcel of men would get up in a 
few minutes, without previous i)reparation ? 

Answer. No, sir. I am satisfied that in that section of the State there is an organi- 
zatioji of some sort, and that they have these disguises. But I do not think any one 
klan'that night organized for the purpose of doing this ; but from the number of per- 
sons who were there I think it was rather agreed upon that day that these men should 
be hung. I do not think any one klau said they would do it, (if there is more than one 
klan in that vall(ry,)but they just agreed among themselves that they would do it, and 
they just got their disguises and came there that night and hung them. 

Question. You thiuk those disguises Avere all in existence before ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think it very likely that they were. 

Question. To what place did they take these men ? 

Answer. They took them about three-quarters of a mile from where they wore— m.oti 
over three-quarters of a mile. 

Question. Did these guards make any resistance? 

Answer. I think one did; that he stood up pretty square to them ; this Major Bailey 
made a speech to them and told them not to do it. 
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Question. "Was Bailey present ? 

Anstccr, Yes, sir; ho was tried afterwards. 

Question, Did there seem to be any bona fide attempt by anybody to protect those 
persons ? 

Answer. No, sir j I do not think there was, because they were all afraid ; I think that 
tho guard w^ere very much frightened, and some of them ran. 

Question. Did not those persons who were guarding them there generally seem to be 
willing to bo overcome ? 

Answer. The testimony did not show that. The testimony showed that the first thing 
the guard knew, they had some five or six gnns and i)istols ; although there were 
quite a number of persons there they had only enough guns to prevent tho prisoners 
from escaping. 

Question. Enough to enable them to guard the persons securely 1 
Answer, Yes, sir ; and as one fellow would go off he would hand his pistol over to 
another. The testimony showed that when these men all came up they ordered the 
guard not to move ; one fellow commenced resisting, and they put a pistol to his head ; 
and that is a persuader that generally makes men change opinions. 
Question. Was this body of men mounted on horses ? 

Answer. They were all on foot then, but afterward they went through the town on 
horseback, some eight or ten of them. 

Question. They seemed to be provided with horses ? 

Answer. O, the evidence tended to show that they were seen some six or seven 
miles from there coming in. 

Question. Were seen*coming in toward the town ? 

Ansxcer. Yes, sir ; I remember that they were said to have been seen in one place 
three miles off, and in another place six miles off'. 
Question. Tho same i)arty or different men ? 
Answer. Different bodies ; all congregating at this point. 
Question. Coming from different directions ? 

Ansicer. They all seemed to be coming rather north of the place ; there is no testimony 
going to show that any came except from the north. 
Question. They did not all come on the same road? 

Answer. No, sir ; they came on different roads, because there was another negro 
hanged in the adjoining county that night, one of the party who had done some of the 
shooting the evening before j some came from that direction, and that was five 
miles off. 

Question. This other negro they hung was supposed to be one of the same party that 
had done tho shooting the night before ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there is no doubt he was one ; and he was making his escape and 
they had caught him. 

Question. He had not been arrested ? 

Ansicer. They had arrested him and were bringing him there, probably some five or 
six miles from the place. 

Question. They had arrested him ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; they followed him to the Georgia line, and I think ho resisted and 
they shot him. 

Question. The party in pursuit of him shot him? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they had a warrant, and they brought him down to within about 
five miles of this place, when night overtook them. 

Question. Did you have any testimony about any conversation on the part of the men * 
who took these men out and hung them f 

Answer. Nothing was said; they just moved right up; everything was done by signs. 
There is evidence there tending to show that they were not provided with rope, be- 
cause they made one of the mei^hants give them a rope, and they cut it up and put a 
piece around each one's neck, and led him off. I think probably the piece of rope gave 
out for the fifth man, and that was the reason they shot him. 

Question. They did not have rope enough to hang them all ? ^ 

Answa\ I think not, or they got him to a limb and the rope was too short ; it was all 
quickly done. 

Question. How far did they take them ? 

Answer. About a half or three-quarters of a mile. 

Question. They took them outside of tho town ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Was any witness produced on the trial who was present at the time thcy^ 
were hung ? 
Answc7\ No, sir. 

Question. The last that any witness saw of them was when they were marched ofl'? 

Answer, Yes, sir. One fellow followed them^ip jjretty close and kept getting near to 
them, but the rear-guard soon- drove hira baek. I do not suppose any person was 
within three hundred yards of the place where they were hung. The evidence shows 
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that one man followed them for a while, and the rear-guard told him that if ho did not 
return they would shoot him. 

Question". After these men were taken out and hung, the thing rested quiet from that 
time until Judge Peters came there a month afterward ? 

Answer. No, sir ; the citizens of Cross Plains the next day held a meeting denouncing 
it, and selected an old citizen there as a special messenger to go to Montgomery and 
inform Governor Smith of it ; they copied their resolutions and sent them down to 
him, and Governor Smith was notified of the true state of aifairs within three days 
afterward. 

Question. How much of a town is this Cross Plains ? 

Answer. I suppose two hundred and fifty inhabitants would cover all. 

Question. How largo a place is Paytona ? 

Aimccr. That is governed entirely by the number of employes there. 
Question. It is a mere railroad station ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. They have shops there ? 

Answer. They do not have regular shops there ; they intend to have some. 

Question. There are no people there except those employed on the railroad ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; at that time they were engaged in making brick, and the superin 
tendent testified that there were about fifty men there. 

Question. During the investigation before Judge Peters, this witness Force appeared 
there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; two or three weeks after the investigation commenced, perhaps. 

Question. Hi came there for the purpose of having this man West 

Answer. Having West removed. 

Question. West had been arrested and was committed to jail in another county ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And Force thought he was not secure there in the jail, and he came down 
in order to have him transferred to the jail in your county ? 

Anstccr. Yes, sir; alleging that there was danger that the Ku-Klux would take hinr 
out of the jail in Cberokee County. 

Question. Is Cherokee County an adjoining coimty to your county ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it is about thirty miles between the court-houses of Cherokee and 
Calhoun Counties. 

Question. Does Force live in Cherokee County? 

Answer. He lives in the northern portion of the county, or in Dade County, Georgia, 
adjoining Cherokee County ; I am inclined to think that he does live in that county. 

Question. This offense upon his daughter had been committed in Alabama ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; she was going from his house over to some neighbor's house. I am 
inclined to think that Force lives on the Alabama side of the line. 

Question. Was West a resident of that county? 

Ansiver. I think so ; it is out there in the wilds of Walker and Dade and Cherokee 
Counties. 

Question. While Force was there at Pay tona he was put on the stand as a witness and 
testified about the transaction you were investigating ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And he swore that Johnson told him that he was there and helped do it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That was all the evidence against Johnson? 

Answer. That was all ; he swore that Johnson was there and shot one of them. 
Question. He meant that he shot this man that you say was shot at the time the hang- 
ing took place ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Force testified that Johnson told him so ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, and that Johnson also told him he was a Ku-Klux. 

Question. This matter about the Ku-Klux with Johnson, and his participation in a 
Ku-Klux operation, was while he was in negotiation with Johnson to help him to have 
West arrested ? 

Ansicei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Was it true that West had run over into Georgia ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I understood West had been arrested and made his escape. I sup- 
pose West was guilty of some improprieties ; he has not been tried yet ; he had his 
trial removed to Cleburne County. 

Question. Still another county / 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have understood he has removed his trial, which is pretty good 
evidence that he was afraid to stand his trial in Cherokee. 

Question. He had been arrested and escaped over into Georgia ? 

^insirer. So I understand; I think that it was in Georgia that they were trying to 
catch him. 

Question. He had been once arrested in Alabama ? 
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Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, And had escaped and got into Georgia ? 
Ansictr. Yes, sir. 

Question, And this man Force was over there making an effort to rearrest him ? 
Answer. Ygs, sir ; it is all in the same neighborhood. 
Question. Where did Johnson live ! 

Answer. Right therein Georgia; one lived on one side of the line and one on the 
other. 

Question. Johnson lived in the same neighborhood with Force, one on one side of the 
line, and one on the other ? 
Answer. Y^es,sir; probably five or six miles apart. 

Question. And Force claimed that while he was over there in Geor^a, having this 
negotiation with Johnson, to aid him in arresting West, Johnson told him about being 
over in Alabama, shooting one of thes'b colored men ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was Johnson mentioned in the report that the judge made about it ; did he 
say anything about Johnson ? 
Ansiver. No, sir, because ho was not on trial. 
Question. Ho was not arrested ; was not before him ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. He could not have been very well brought before him if he was in another 
State? 

Ansicer. O, yes, by a requisition from the governor of Alabama on the governor of 
Georgia. The troops were there within twenty-five miles, and could have gone there 
and got him. One governor is bound, when a requisition is made upon him by another 
governor, to give up the man. And here were the forces of the United States there 
ready to carry it out. 

Question. It is not very common for a governor to issue a requisition until there has 
been a full investigation ? 

Answer. It must be shown that the man had escaped from one State into the other. 

Question. This shooting of Johnson by Force was not until after the hanging of these 
five men ? 

Answer. The killing of the five men was before Johnson and Force had met to hunt 
up West ; that is my recollection. 

Question. So that this shooting of Johnson by Force was not until some days after 
the hanging ? 

Ansiver. 1 suppose it was a month after. 

Question. How long was it after Force had shot Johnson before he was a witness in 
the investigation before Judgo Peters ? 

Answer. My impression is that Force left Georgia immediately after he shot Johnson, 
aud came down there to where the troops were ; and then I think he remained there 
some time before they got him on tho stand ; he remained there and probably was 
around the place some three or four weeks. 

Question. How long do you think it was after he came there before ho testified ? 

Answer. I would say two weeks. 

Question. He know when he testified that Johnson was not dead ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; he knew Johnson was not dead ; but the rumor was that John- 
son was in a dangerous condition. 

Question. Force knew that Johnson was still alive ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; we kept hearing about Johnson, and I suppose he could get the 
same information we did ; it was only twenty-five or thirty miles ofl". I have no doubt 
he know Johnson was not dead. In fact, I suppose he was better advised about his 
condition than I was. 

Question. In his testimony there ho told this story about the Ku-Klux ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did ho profess to know anything about the Ku-Klux order in Alabama 
except what he learned from John&on ? ^ 
Answei\ That is all. 

Question. What ho told was information that ho got from Johnson? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and I think he wanted it understood that he had never taken the 
oath. All the information he had he got from Johnson, and his initiation consisted 
simply in traveling through the country that night, drinking whisky, making negroes 
dance a little, and whipj)ing some of them. ; 

Question. And according to his account of it he did not like tho business ? 

Answer. No, sir ; he said ho had no use for it ; it was difierent from what he sup- 
posed it was. 

Question. He did not see that it was a very profitable business ? 
Ansiver. No, sir ; it was not a very profitable business. 

Question. How long is it since you first heard of these disguised bands about yoUr 
county ? 
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Aufiu'cr. I think it is an otfsboot from Tennessee ; that it jjot into Xorth Alabama, 
and tinally found its way down into our section of the country, I reckon, iu 1868; the 
latter part of 1868. There was one witness who testified ou that subject there ; my 
n-eolleetion is that he said it was in the spring of 1868 that he first saw some disguised 
bands there. 

Question. In your county ? 

Jnsicer. No, sir; iu some of the northern counties. 
Qnciition. Who was that witness? 

^Insuu r. I think that was a witness by the name of Wilson. 
Qiief^fion. Is he a resident of your county ? 

Ausict'T. Yes, sir; on the line between Cherokee and Calhoun Counties. I think he 
said he first heard of it in North Alabama. 

By Mr. Pool: 
Questiov. How ftir do you live from Paytona ? 

An-sicey, Thirteen miles. I do not remember hearing of it — let me see — I heard of 
disguised men in our county in 1868 ; I do not remember whether they were there or 
not in 1867. 

By the Ciiairivian, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question. Do you think it was in the last of 1868 ? 

Aimcer. That was the last of 1868 ; I remember one instance — no, I expect that that 
was about the first of 1869 probably. They got after a man by the name of Crook ; 
that was about the first I knew of their beinj^ about there ; but they did him no harm, 
just frightened him. 

Question. Did they go in the night and visit him ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. They did not do any actual violence to him ? 

^insu-er. No, sir; they frightened him by putting a rope around his neck. 

Quislion. What had he been doing ? 

Ansiirr. 1 do not know ; they had no excuse that I am aware of. lie had been elected 
clerk of our county — that is, he was eh'cted when the people did not vote ; his name 
was run and he got what votes there were. 

Question. He got all the votes ? 

An.'sirer. He was the only man who was voted for. He was removing then to our 
town. 

Que^ition. To enter npon the duties of his oflice ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and they passed along by the house whrre he was staying; I never 
knew what they did, except that I understood they carried him out and put a rope 
around his neck. He had some fiv(i or six men arrested for it; I defended those men, 
jind They were bound over to court without any (Examination. 

Que.'stion. Wiiydid they have this jdeasant little entertainnn^nt with this gentleman ? 

^inswer. I do not know ; I have no idea. I could give you my belief about it. 

Qntstion. What is that ? 

.J iiswer. That he had become obnoxious to them from the fact that he was a large slave- 
hokh'r, and had joined the party for the i^urpose of getting back some proiK?rty that 
tJiey snpi)osed he had sold. 

By m. Pool : 
Question. Joined whatx^arty? 

Answer. Joined the Union League for the purpose, as they supposed, of getting back 
some i)ro]ierty ; tht^y had got that idea into their lieads ; I do not know about it my- 
self. I suppose he was obnoxious to them on that account ; I cannot think of any 
other reason. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland:) 
Question. They did not think he had any right to do that ? 

^Inswer. They did not think he should join that party for the imrpose of getting 
back his land. The idea had got out in the country that by joining the Union League, 
your land wouJd not be taken away from you ; that yon therebj^ became loyal ; that a 
man who joined that party would not have his laud confiscated. 

Question. His land had not been confiscated ? 

Answer. No, sir; he had sold one or two large tracts of land for confederate money, 
and they believed that he had joined it for the i)urpose of becoming loyal and thereby 
getting his land back. That is my theory ; I do not know of iiny other thing they 
had against him ; I do not know of anything he had done. 

Question. Was he a respectable man f 

Answer. He had stood very well in the community ; belonged to a very good fiimily, 
about as good a family as we had down there; he is our clerk now, and nobody has 
interrupted him since. 

(Question. And these gentlemen took that pleasant way to- giA'C him to understand 
that they did not ajiprove of his course ? 
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Answer. I do not know ; he never told me. 
Question, That is your judgment ? 

Ansica\ They wished simply to let him know, I suppose, that there w^re such per- 
sons about, and he must trim his sails accordingly, and do nothing that would inter- 
fere with them. I cannot imagine what they had against the man. 

Question. Among their early eftbrts in the community, what other things did they do ? 

Ansicei'. I do not remember of their doing anything, except that I remember a 
white woman called on me one day, and informed me that some disguised men had 
come to her house and given her notice to leave ; had told her that if she did not 
leave by a certain time they would make her leave. She was a woman of had repute 
in that section of the country, and had two or three girls around her. 

Question. She was an unchaste woman, you mean ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. I told her that I did not suppose they would interfere with her, 
but if she could get a house somewhere else she had better get it and go out of that 
one. She represented that there were some seven or eight who had come there and 
given her that notice. I heard of their going to another place, where there was an 
old gentleman, and attempting to make him dance, or they wanted to make him 
dance ; he was a democrat ; they did not do anything to him. 

Question. What gave them such a desire to see him dance ? 

Answer. I have no idea; he is a large, tall man, but he did not dance and they let 
him alone. Then I heard of their being at a negro cabin there, and chasing a negro ; 
I do rot think they got him ; and then I have heard of their being in different other 
parts of the county. 

Question. Did you ever hear of their whipping anybody ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. I heard of their going down to another place, and as they rushed 
into the house the negro got hold of an ax and rather got the better of the fight, and 
they disappeared. In our section of the country they have appeared at two or three 
places some twenty or thirty miles from each other, but I thi«k it was nothing more 
than patrols there ; they did not do much ; they would go along through the country 
there, and now and then ^o to the cabinfe and inquire for the negroes. They would 
stop at a cabin and say, " We have nothing against you, but where is so and so ? " 
They would be told that he had gone. They would then say, Tell him if he does not 
work better we will be after him.'' I did hear of their whipping one in the lower part 
of the county ; that was because he was cohabiting with a white woman there ; I 
think they gave him notice to leave. 

Question. Was ho married to her ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; living adulterously, not cohabiting publicly. 
Question. They suspected that they were so living ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they suspected that; and that he was stealing from them and 
feeding her. 

Question. They seem to have a nice sense of morality, these gentlemen who wear 
this peculiar dress ? 

Answer. They seemed to be opposed to thieving ; if any person was guilty of thieving, 
they seemed to be opposed to it. They seemed to have a disposition against ba(l 
women and bawdy houses ; they also seemed to be opposed to negroes who would visit 
these houses where white women were. They would be able, from the number of 
them, I suppose, to find out whether they went there or not, and they would generally 
get after the negro and order the white woman to leave. Then, if they found where 
there was a man who had been whipi)ing his wife and treating her badly, they would 
visit him, and give him warning to cease doing so. Where a man failed to i>rovide 
for his family, and was drinking a good deal, I have heard of their visiting such men ; 
probably some of them would be on the democratic side and vote the democratic 
ticket. 

Question. You have mentioned this tall man whom they undertook to make dance ; 
you say he is a democrat. Do you know any other case where they undertook to 
administer this wholesome justice to a man who is a democrat ? 

An8wei\ That man they wanted to make dance, they were not going to do anything 
to him ; it was merely sport. 

Question. That was a little waggery on their part ? 

Answer. They merely wanted simply to exhibit themselves to him. 

Question. What is your idea of the necessity of this organization ? 

Answer: 1 do not think there is any necessity at all. 

Question. There is no necessity for*it ? 

Ansivei'. Not now.- 

Question. IIow about it then ? 

Answer. I never thought there was any necessity for it; I was always opposed to tho 
thing ; I thought it was wrong. 

Question. You have laws in your State against adultery and against stealing? ^ 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you any difficulty in enforcing these laws ? 
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Juswer. None in the world, in the way of enforcing law. 

QnesHo)!. You have no difficulty in enforcing the law against the class of persons 
these men administer justice upon ? 

Answer. No, sir. I think that possibly these organizations might have originated 
w4th some men with a view of protecting themselves and their persons and property. 
• There are a great many i)eople who believed, at one time, tliat probably there would 
be negro militia in the country, and I think a great many of them probably joined 
themselves to this order to jirotect themselves against a thing of that sort; I would 
not be surprised if that did not have something to do with it. 

Question. You never had any State militia ' 

Ausivcr. No, sir. 

Question. They thought it would be well enough to get ready in advance ? 

Ausu-er. It was rumored around there that that was one reason; but I do not think 
any of the old citizens went into it for any other purpose than as a patrol to keei^ 
down this little thieving and robbing throughout the country, where you cannot 
exactly reach the parties with the law. 

Question. Have you any idea about the class of persons that composed this organiza- 
tion ? 

Au.^icer. I have understood that in ISGS and 18G9 it was composed of the better class, 
but that they disbanded. 1 have understood that since that time it is nothing but 
boys within the last tAvelve months. 

Question. They use the old manner of disguise ? 

An>i.)ver. Yes, sir ; the boys get around now and frighten negroes and scare persons. 
Thc'.t is a kind of rumor that is lloatiug through the country ; how we got it I do not 
know. There was an attempt, so we heard, to organize i)retty extensively two or 
three years ago. 

Question. When it first started ? 

An,swe)'. Yes, sir, when it lirst started ; but I do not know that even at that time the 
organization extended generally throughout the State. I do not think they ever had 
headquarters at any oue i)articular point in the State. 

Question. The organizations were local ? 

^Insicer. Yes, sir, and made no reports to any other organization. I think it was con- 
fined entirely to precincts and beats. 

Question. You think its object really was to be a kind of voluntary police to repress 
thieving, A:c. f 

^lusira-. 1 do. I will stat<^ to you another reason why I think it originated. Imme- 
diaU'ly after the surrender, and when the Bureau was established through our country, 
it was right difficult for some men to realize the fact that their slaves did not belong 
to them. A eolored man would work for them, l)ut when the negro would say some- 
thing they did not like, prol)ably the whitt n]an would slap him as usual. The negro 
would report that to the otlicer of the Lureau, and he would immediately have the man 
seized, carry him up there, and the matter would undergo an investigation; probably 
they would send for him some fifteen or twenty miles. Xow the class of negroes that 
did that were generally very bad, lazy, indolent ones. I am inclined to think that a 
good many ])ersons thought they would band together and be a kind of patrol for that 
class. I think that was about the original cause of the patrol, where the Uureau-men 
would invariably, or nearly invaiiably, believe the colored man, when you probably 
never could tell the real truth, or how the thing originated. I know that in my 
county tlii.' Bureau-men, or military men, would have some of the best citizens taken 
up on some tale of a negro ; they would send for them probably some lifteen or twenty 
miles. The negro would j>erha])s say that he had not settled with him for his work; 
that AYould have to undergo a regular settlement. Sometimes this officer would make 
a man pay something, and again they would discharge him. I think that this thing 
v as started pretty much to frighten that class of negroes. 

Question. L)id this thing originate in yoiu' region while the Bureau was in operation ? 

Ansieer. Xo, sir. We haA'e had the military all along down there for a good while in 
our immediate section of the country. We did not have so much Bureau ; we really had 
military officers there with a company of troo})S. To show you how the military did 
in 1867 — that was before this ])resent constitution 

Question. You did not have this organization there then ? 

Answer. Xo ; but 1 will show you why I suppose they would band together. 

Qusstion. As I understand, you did not have this organization at all until after that ? 

Answer. I do not know when it commenced ; I only told you that I never heard of it 
until 1868. We had heard of the Tennessee Ku-Klux for a long time. 

Question. Do you suppose it existed in your region of country to any considerable 
extent before you heard of it 1 

Answei'. I suppose I would have soon heard of their appearing in disguise, I reckon. 

Question. Did you hear of these bauds of disguised men at all after the Bureau system 
had been given up ? 

Answer. 1 do not remember when I first did hear of disguised bauds down there, but 
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T would say it was after the spring of 1868, which would throw it probably into the 
fall, and it might have been in 1809. 

Question. Has that thin^ assumed a party form in anyway in your eountry ; I do 
not mean that these organizations were formed for party purposes, but has there been 
a diflference between the two parties as to the manner of looking at this thing called 
the Kn-Klux ; has one side spoken about it differently from the other ? ^ 

Answer, In my county and in tliat section of the" State there are very few white 
republicans. 

Quest'wu. There are some ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; there are'some, and they look upon this organiza^rion as rather 
against them than tlie other side, while the leading democrats do not regard it as a 
part of any organization to which they belong, or in which they take sides ; at the 
same time — well, in other words, a democrat does not think they are going to interfere 
with him unless he does something very bad. But some of the republicans there would 
be afraid that they would do somethiug to them. I am satisfied they would do nothing 
either to a democrat or a republican, no matter where he comes from, if he goes there 
and attends to his business. 

Question. The truth is that the republicans have been a good deal more afraid of this 
thing than the democrats have ? » 

Answer, Yes, sir ; and made a great deal of fuss about it. 

Question, They have made a great deal of fuss about it and talked against it? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Qv£8tion, How about the democrats ? 

Answer, They have talked about it for the last one or two years — said they did not like 
it ; but before that time they did not talk about it ; they would laugh at it. 

Question. They tried to belittle it, or did they speak as if they were in favor of it ? 

Answer, I do not know that I heard any one announce that he was in favor of it. 

Question. They pretended to think it was not a thing to be dreaded so much as the 
republicans claimed? 

Answc7\ Well, the democrats thought then, and they believe it now, that this organi- 
zation was gotten up simply for the purpose of keeping negroes from stealing and 
keeping bad men 

Question, The republicans have always been making a great clamor and noise and 
talk about this Ku-Klux, have they not ? 

Ansiccr, Yes, sir ; that is true. 

Question. And the democrats have not ? 

Answer, Not until recently ; they have not said much about it. Within the last twelve 
months, I think, they speak out pretty generally. The editors of the papers come out 
and oppose it. 

Question, Do you think that the republicans believed really that it was nothing more 
than a kind of voluntary police, made up of good people to put down thieving and 
immorality of one sort and another ? 

Answer, No, sir ; they were satisfied that that was done, but at the same time a great 
many of the republicans believed — well, they were afraid if they did anything lliem- 
selves ; if a repubV can in that section of the country did anything to excite the negroes 
there in any way, that they would get after them; they were a little shy of them. 

Question, The republicans down there have always claimed that it had a political 
look and a political effect ? 

Answer. Well, I suppose they have ; I would judge so from the fact that when any- , 
thing occurs there they generally would send it to the North for the puri^ose of exciting 
the people. 

Question, What made them think so ? 

Answer, Because, I suppose, they were visited by them now and then. 
Question, Do you mean that they were visited for anything they had done that was 
wrong ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Have you not some republicans down there that are decent people ? ^ 
Answer, A few, very few. 

Question. Have they not talked against the Ku-Klux ? 

Answer, No, sir ; the decent portion have never said much any way about it. 
Question. Have they had any fear of it ? 
Ansivcr, No, sir; they are opposed to it. 

Question. There are some republicans down there as much opposed to stealing, adult- 
ery, and those things as anybody ? " 

Answcj'. Yes, sir; there are very few white republicans among us. 

Question. You have some white renublicans who do not beueve in stealing or in 
adultery ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Have they been in favor of this institution? 
Answej\ No, sir ; I think they have been opposed to it. 
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Question. Why? 

Ansuxr. I do not know, more tiiau I am opposed to it, from the fact that we do not need 
the orp^anizatiou. 

Qimtim. You do not think there is any good in it ? 

Answtr. Xo, sir ; but I think this, that a great many jjeoplo who did not look to 
where it woukl run honestly helieved that it was a pretty good thing. When you 
Btart any organization of this sort in disguise you do not know where it will run, be- 
cause it gives bad men a clianee to do a great many things. * 

Qiicfitioit. What is the general feeling of the colored people — I mean the respectable 
colored people, not the vicious; yon have a great many who are honest i)eople / 

^■insiver. Yes, sir; and they work freely. 

Qucf^tion. What do they think of these Ku-Klux organizations ? 

Ausiver. Those who work well and attend closely to their business are not afraid of 
them, because they have ueviH- been molested. 
Question. Are they in favor of it? 

Answer. No, sir; I do not suppose they are. But here is the trouble; they are begin- 
ning to do it themselves; they are appearing in disguise aud whipping each other. 
Qnestion. Do you know any band of that sort '? 

^inmcr. No, sir ; l)ut it would not ))e a large thing, four or live of them. 
(Jue^tion. It was not a larg(^ organization ? 
Answer. No, sir; only a little band of them. 

Question. If they want to do a i)iece of mischief, they lind this a good aud safe way 
of doing it f , 

Answer. Yes, sir. We defended some of them last winter, aud kept them out of the 
penitentiary, u\)m\ the plea that it was not shown that it was a part of any organiza- 
tion or baud, and tlu^ statute re(piires that that should be shown. 

()ue-ition. What is the i)roportion of white and colored people in your county? 

Answer. I should say the proportion is about three to four. 

Qnestion. You have not any fear of being overpowered by the colored i)eopIe ? 

^inswer. O, Lord! no; we belong to the white belt. 

Qnestion. You have felt no special fear in regard to them ? 

Answer. No, sir; not in the least. 

By Mr. VoiM. : 

Question. I understood you to say that the laws were very rigidly enforced in your 
section of the country ? 
Answer. Th(\v are now. 

Question, lias that l)een the case for the last two years ? 

^inswer. Yes, sir ; wherever the criminal could be found, the law was rigidly enforced. 
Ever since l."^(>^, since we were organized under the new constitution, we have had a 
very good judgi^, and he has discharged his duty. Some of our ministerial oflicers are 
not particularly good, but the judge has discharged liis duty, and the law has been 
well enforced all through that secticm of the country. 

Q}iestion. Have you ever known one of the Ku-Klux outi\agers to \xc i)nnished? 

^inswer. No, sir; because I have never known a case where they have proved it on 
them ; they have n<'ver ])een aide out there to niak(^ the proof that would be satisfac- 
tory to convince them that the party accused was guilty. I have been there and heard 
the eases investigated. 

Question. How many cases have been investigated ? 

Answer. The Taytoua affair and the Crook case were investigated in oui county. I 
htf^ard one in Talladega County. The parties proved an alibi, which showed a qnestion 
!jf doubt. The jury was charged to give the benefit of the doubt to the defendants, 
and they were compelled to acquit them. 

Question. They proved alibis '/ 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

^Question. Is it not a part of the Ku-Klux organization that they shall swear for one 
another ? 

Answer. I do not know: I do not pretend to know anything upon that subject. 
Question. Have you never heard that charged ? 

^Lvswer. I never did, except that I believe Force said that was a part of the obliga- 
tion, to swear for each other. 

Question. Have you ever known a Ku-Klux outrage upon a democrat * 
Answer. Only one. 
Qnestion. What was that ? 

Answer. I do not know that there was an outrage then. It was reported that they 
whipped a democrat there, and then it was reported that they only gave him notice 
that he must do better ; whether they whipped him, or not, I do not know. 

Question. What was his name ? 

Answer. His name was KimbalL 

(Question. What was the matter with him ? 
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Answer, Well, the Ku-Klux supposed he was drinking too much, and not supplying 
his family as he ought to ; and they gave notice to his neighbors there not to let "him 
l)ass by to go to town to get whisky. That is reported around there; I do not, know 
whether it is true or not. 

Qimtion, Do you suppose they really did him any damage at all ? 

Answer, Well, 1 do not know ; I have hardly any opinion upon the subject ; I did 
not give the matter much investigation j it was said there about town that they had 
visited him. 

Quesiion. Was it spoken of as being a little remarkable ? 

Answer, No, sir; nothing uncommon. I have never heard of their doing any dam- 
age to a prominent man of the republican party. 

Question, Have you ever heard of their committing any outrage upon any democrat, 
except in that particular case, about which you say you are in doubt ? 

Answer. I cannot remember. 

Question, Have you an idea that any republican belongs to this organization ? 
Answer, I do not know that they do. 

Question, You are satisfied that it is composed entirely of democrats ? 

Answe7\ I think they would vote the democratic ticket ; I do not think any promi- 
nent democrat in the State belongs to it ; they are merely young men and young farm- 
ers there, who live in the thickly settled neighborhoods. 

Question. How can you say that you suppose it is composed of young men, when you 
say yon do not know any members of it ? 

Answer, I do not think an old man would get on his horse, and ride from his house 
ten miles and back, for the purpose of telling a negro to leave the community, who 
had been doing some outrage on a white man. 

Question, But a middle-aged man might do it ? 

Answer, Yes ; I suppose a man from thirty-five down would do it. 

Question, You have not identified any of these people ? 

Answer, I never have. 

Question, How can you say the organization is composed of young men ? 
A7isw€r, I can tell that from their actions ; their acts and conduct are those of boys. 
Question. You would not consider it a boyish freak to hang five negroes in one 
night ? 

Answer. No ; but I am inclined to think that it was done more by them than by any 
one else. I do not think men of age would do it ; I think it is more of a boyish matter ■ 
than anything else. Grown men and old men will look at the consequences; boys rarely 
ever do. 

Question, The boys carry it on without the knowledge of their parents and of older 
men? • 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, And conceal their disguises ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; not proclaiming them at all. 

Question. You say the organization is composed entirely of democrats ? 

Answei\ I say it is composed of men who will vote fhe democratic ticket, because the 
whites there are not divided as much in politics as they were in olden times, when 
there were whigs and democrats. 

Question. And the outrages have been universally against republicans except in the 
single instance you mention? 

Answer, That is the only one I know of, and I do not know that anything was done 
to him. It was reported that there was ; some say there was, and some say there was* 
not. I say against negroes and republicans; the ne^ro does not understand politics, 
but he is controlled by the republican party at this time. 

Question, Some of the negroes vote the democratic ticket ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I suppose some fifty to seventy-five in our county do. 

Question, Did you ever know a negro who voted the democratic ticket to be visited 
by the Ku-Klux? 

Answer. N"o, sir ; I have never heard of it, though it is a recent thing that they have> 
voted with us. 

Question. Can you tell why thieving and adultery and drinking, &c., are punished 
when republicans do them, and arc not when democrats do them ? 

Answer. They would punish them, when democrats are guilty of them, as quickly as 
when the others are. 

Question. Have not some democrats in your country been guilty of larceny, adultery,, 
and of not providing properly for their families ? > 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Have any of those who have been thus guilty been visited by the Ku- 
Klux ? 

Answer, 1 am inclined to think so. 
Question. To what extent ? 

Answer, Since you have called my attention to it, I cannot tell whether they were 
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democrats or icpnhiicans. I do not know of any roiHildirans 1>eing vi.sited by tlieni ar.d 
whiplxHl. 1 cannot f<iiy that tlicy were republicans visited any more than that I could 
say tliat tliey were democrats.' I would say that it was that character of cases that 
they visited. You would hear of a party of Kn-Klux ai)pearino:, and you would then 
hear that they had gone to bawdy houses, or to some man's house and given him some 
warni)ig; I c«>uld not tell what his politics were; but I am satisfied they would punish 
a democrat as well as a republican. 

(Jiastiou. Jhwe you not heard it charged in your county, l>y the republicans, that 
only rejjublicaus were Aisitiul by the Ku-Klux ? 

AtwHur. Yes, sir; I thiidv I luive heard that chargcMl. 

(Jiie.Htioii. Has it not generally been spoken of by republicans in that way 1 
Ju--in'('r. Yes, sir. 

(Jtiesilou. Have you ever heard that denied by the democrats ? 
An.snrr. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have those who denied it given any instance to prove that their denial 
was correct f 

Answer. 1 su]i{)ose they could. I cannot call any to mind now at this time. I have 
not got any njemoranduni of these cases; but there is the imi)ression in tlie country 
that they do not discriminate as to the color or jx-ison, or political status at all. 

QneHl'wn. Yt)U said then; was some otiier wituj'ss in the Paytonatruil who said some- 
thing about the Ku-Klux; what witness was that besides Mr. Force ? 

Ansivev. I said that a man by the name of ^Vilson conmuMiced telling when he first 
heard of the organization ; I believe his name was k).*l>. ^Vilson. I think he said he 
tirst h(\ird of it uj) in Xoith Ala])ama. He did not tell anything abont how^ it was 
organized, or what weicllieir intentions. CJovernor Parsons regarded him as one of 
the Ku-Klux, and was exaunning him as one. I only meant to say that Wilson told 
of the time lu' had heard of tiiem in North Alabama. 

(Jue-^iiou. You .say this liiiug into the crowd from the church \vas at the Cross 
Ivoads ? 

xlnxtrer. It was about a humli'ed yards from there to th(^ Cross Koads. 
(Jnciilion. Had not Craig and his erowd got to the Cross Koads before the firing com- 
menced ? 

AnnH'er. Craig and his.<'rowd had left the church, had passed the Cross Koads, had 
got two jHstols and a gun, or ]U()bably three i)isrols, and had returned toward the 
Cross Roads, getting I suppose Avithin hlty yards of the Cross Koads,and ])robably fiity 
yards from the Iion>'', sujjposing tin; house to be about one hundred yards from the 
Cross Koads. when the ehuirh people were j>assiiig along the street. The colored men 
then (.ame IVoiu ('ae o])])osit(^ direetit)n from the ehurch, or rather from the east of the 
chureli ; Craig and his ])arty had come from the west. 

(Jntsflon. Did the negi'oes see Craig and his party ! 

^In.sirer. No, sir, not until they had got out from behind th<' blacksmith's shop ; then 
.they could see tlicm, for it was a l)riglit moonshiny night. 

(Jnr.siioft. You say that about twenty peoi)le coming from the church were between 
the negroes and Craig ami his ])arty ? 

An>^iri)\ Yes, sir: scattered along }>roiniscm)nsl v, probably for twenty or thirty 
yards.' 

(Jn(s{)on. It was not a dense crowd of persons? 
Ansir<r. No, sir. 

(jHislion. !)*» you believe that the negroes intended to fire into the crowd of church 
people ? 

Ansnvr. I do not Ixdieve they intended to shoot them, but that they fired at Craig 
and his men : the [x'ople, however, thought they intended to tire at them. 
(Juvslion. Why ^ 

^ln.su-ci\ Decause it was immediately rej^ortcMl there that a bullet had passed through 
some lady's clotliiug. and another said that a piece of wadding Inul fallen by her. 
You know how these things connnence; they spread immediately, and it gets worse 
and woise the tlurther it goes. 

QnisCion. Cr;iig and his party had also lired ? 

Ansn-i:i\ They inshed Ihrougii the crowd of people and fired; not until then. 
(jHcstion. You d«; not mean to say tliat the negroes lired into the crowd of church 
people / 

Ansivir. 1 mean to say that they fired over the crowd, or there might have been a 
vacant jdaee for them to lire through. Ihit I m<\an to say that the i)eo])le of that sec- 
tion of tlu; country believed the next day that the negroes intended to fire upon those 
coming from the church; and if they had not believed it there would have been no 
hanging. 

Question. How could they account for the fact that nobody was hurt, if the negroes 
had tired into the crowd ! 
Ansiccr. 1 do not know. 

Question. They b^dicved the negroes had fired into the crowd? 

31 
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Anstoer, Yes, sir. It is estimated that in "battle it takes about seven hundred shots 
to kill one man. 

Question. Do you think that the people of Paytona believed that the negroes fired 
into that crowd and hurt nobody f 

Ansiver. I do not think the people do now, after this thorough investigation; but" 
the next day they were sincere in the belief that the negroes had fired into the crowd 
of people there. 

Question. Ln all that Paytoua affair, how many negroes were hurt besides the five 
who were hung ? 
Answer. One other, Jacob Moore. 
Qucstioji. Was any white man hurt ? 
Answer . No, sir. 

Question. No white man was hurt ? 

Answer. No, sir; one of those who was hung had been shot the night before. 

Question. You say you think that the crowd of Ku-Klux, who went down and hung 
these men, believed tbat they were acting in self-defense ? 

Answer. No, sir, I did not say so. I say they thought it Avas their duty, for their 
future protection, that those men should be hung; they believed it was for their 
future protection, from the fact that if it was not checked at that time another occur- 
rence of the kind might take place, and they did not know but it w ould come on them. 
They believed honestly that it was an unprovoked, murderous assault on the peoi3le, 
ami that it should be met in a summary manner. 

Question. They thought it was a murderous assault, when no one was hurt ? 

Ans^cei\ Yes; and a man is just as guilty if he fires into a crowd promiscuously that 
way, and should be i)unished as severely, even if ho did not hit any one, as if he had 
shot one through the head ; and, of course, by the laws of the country he would be 
hung. But if we had investigated the case afterward, there would be great difficulty 
in determining what to arrest them for. 

Question, Before those negroes were hung you had an investigation? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did not that investigation disclose the truth? 

Ansicer. It was not done in a very scientific way ; there was no one there to repre- 
sent the negroes and show how it really was. That investigution still tended to show 
that they had fired into the crowd without any cause or provocation whatever, and 
apparently with the intention of committing murder. An(-1 now I will say, further, 
that a great many persons in that section of country still believe that it w^as a mur- 
derous attack upon the people who were returning from the church. But I give it as 
my opinion, rather as an apology for the negroes and their conduct that night, that 
they only intended to shoot at Craig and his party. 

By Mr. Blaiii : 

Question. Would it not have been equally murderous to shoot at thf m ? 

Answer. Of course it would; but they would have had the excuse that they were irri- 
tated by the conduct of Craig the evening before. If they had shot Craig down 
standing in the street, of course they should have been hung for it just as much as 
for shooting anybody else. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. You said that the judge did not rely upon what Force had testified to ? 
Ansicer. I said that I did not believe he did. 

Question. Was not that want of reliance principally because it was only testimony 
in regard to the declarations of Johnson, and he supposed those declarations were 
themselves braggadocia ? You say that Johnson had been down there and got some- 
body's hat ? 

Answer. I say I understood Johnson came down there two or three days after the 
hanging, and was knocking around there, and probably had got hold of the hat of one 
of the men who had been hung. 

QneMion. And that he talked big about it ? ^ 

Answei\ Not there; he might have talked to Force. 

Question. Have you any doubt that he made these braggadocio declarations to Force ? 

Answer. I am inclined to think, from what 1 can hear of Johnson, who is rather a 
fast youth, tha t he undoubtedly boasted to Force that lie was a Ku-Klux ; very likely 
he did. 

Question. You think it very likely that Force told the truth about that? 

Answer. I do not think he told the truth as to what they did up there that night ; 1 . 
think he had some grounds to base his statement upon, but I believe he enlarged very 
considerably upon th<>m, for the purpose of making Mr. Parsons and those military 
men believe he actually knew something about it. 

Question. Knew something about what ? 

Ansicer. Something about the Ku-Klux organization. 



ALABAMA. 



483 



Qufsiion. I am not speaking of that. Do you not believe that Johnson made that 
"bragging to liim ? 

Ammr. Xo, sir ; I do not believe Johnson would be fool enough to tell that to Force, 
or to any one. He is rc^preseuted as a ujan of some sense. "What I nu-an is, that he had 
made S(uue declarations to Force about his belonging to the Kn-Klnx, and what he 
could do as a Ku-Khix ; I think that very likely. 

Question. You think Governoi- Farsons's main object was to excite the northern mind 
by getting out such things n])ou the Ku-Klnx ? 

'yi»,s'/m\ No, sir ; 1 do not know that that was his main object. I think Governor 
Parsons is oi)posed to such organizations in the conntry ; 1 think that he desires to 
see the laws of the country ciilbrced, and to see peace and ordcu' jirevail; 1 believe 
that. But at tln' same time, while he was trying to ascertain who these oliendera 
were, he was making preparations to have other things mixed up with it for northern 
consumption. 

Question. That is your judgment about it? 

Answer. That is my honest conviction, from all I could see. 

Question. Were any of the men who committed the crime for which the parties were 
being rrie<l in the Ku-Klux disguise when it was being committed ^ 
Ansurr. The evidenee t<uided to show that, and there is no dordit of it. 
Question. said there Avas some uniformity in their disguise t 

Answer. Yes, sir: from the evidenc(N it seemed that the disguises were a little dif- 
ierent, as though they belonged to ditierent bands. 

Quesiiou. \\'as not the criujc committed by a hand of disguised nu'u / 
Answer. From th(^ testimony, they seemed to und(^rstan(l each other. 
Question. 'I hey had signs hy which to understand each other'' 
An.sH-er. Th<"re seemed to ))e whistles used that night. 

Question. A\'as ir not natural that an attorney should inquire into such an organiza- 
tion as that, in muking that investigation ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Tlu-n why did you think his ])ur])ose was to excite the northern mind? 

Answer. From tlu' fact that he extended it ahnost too long, and he had a great many 
thiuus hi'ought in that were ontsid<' of that particular case, and wanted to show that 
tliere was an organization that had existed tlown there for some time, a thing which 
had nothing to do with this investigation. 

Quei^tion. You have been a lawyer lor a great while? 

Answer. Yes, sii*. 

Question. Is il luit common when a def( ndant is on trial to show that he has a good 
characti'r ? 

Answer. Yes, sii*. 

Question. And is it not common to try arul show that before that he had been guilty 
of crinu's 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. AVas (iovei-nor Parsons showing what was done before that time? 

Answer. Yes, sir; but they were not trying the organization, only men who were ac- 
( use(i of the nuu-der of ^Ir, Puke. They should have confined themselves to asccrtainr 
ing whether those men did the nnirdcr, and he should then have made an incpiiry 
wiiether tiiev belonged to the Ku-Klux Klan. 

Que'sliitn. The tiist in(|uiry was into the (existence of the Klan ? 

Answer. The evidence was clear that Puke and the others had been huijg by men in 
disguise. 2>lr. }*arsons should have shown that these ^larties belonged to the Ku- 
Klux. 

(Question. Not to that particular klan, but to some other klan ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Queslion. AVas it not im])ortant to show that some other klan existed ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; but 1 do iu)t think it was necessary for him to show that the Klan 
had whii)])e<l a c( rtatn negro at this place, and another at that place; had A isited this 
house and that lunise; that is the part 1 think was gotten up for northern consump- 
tion. 

Question. AVas it not all true ? 

Answer. 1 do not know whether it is true or not. One of the witnesses who testified 
to a great deal of it, to slnnv his character now, ui)on cross-examination admitted that 
lie had writti'u on to the Xorth lor counterfeit mon( y ; he admitted on the stand that 
he was guilty of that. That was the character of a witness i)roving these various out- 
rages there. 

Question. Did you not yourself know that these varions outrages were committed 
outside of what the witness said ? 
Answer. I know it from rumor. 

Question. Is it not generally understood in the eonununity, and not denied? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quet-iion. \Yhy conceal them from northern men, or anybody else? 
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Avswer. "Wo never atteiiipteil to conceal it ; but we want northern people to under- 
stand what these outrages are for. The northern people have got up the idea that no 
republican man can come from the North down here/or that if ho does this Klau 
W6*uld mob him. We say that these disguised men are nothing hut patrols in the 
country, for the puri)0sc of whipping out bad men, whom northern men undoubtedly 
^vtMild Ku-Klux. for it seems they get up some little disturbailces themselves some- 
times. We think this investigation was carried on as it was for the purpose of trying 
to show that there was a grand political organization down there, gotten up for 
improper purpos<iS to carry elections. That is what I mean when I say that this 
investigation was carried on for northern consumption. 

Question. You have that evidence printed ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question, Was it not printed ? 

Answer. It was copied and brought to Washington ; I understood Mr. Parsons had it 
cojucd and brought to Washington. 

Question. Did Governor Parsons inquire of the witnesses whether this organization 
was political ? 

Answer. I understood Force pretended to say it was political. 

Question. Did Force say anything in regard to that organization that was not true ? 
I mean did he make it out any worse than you understand it to be? 

Answer. I do not understand it to be an organization to control votes. 

Question. Did he tell of any greater outrages committed by them than fhey have 
really perpetrated, or did he tell of as many even ? 

Amwer, I think he told only about the night he was out, and whipped some negroes. 
I think Force tried to make this impression, and his testimony was no doubt put down 
for that purpose, and that I say was intended for northern consumption ; he said he 
learned from Johnson that this was an organization of a political character, intended 
to control the negro vote. I think that is a wrong impression to go North, because I 
do not believe the organization is intended to be of a political character at all, or to 
iuterfei o with the negroes in their votes, l^ut now the republicans down there charge 
the organization with having that for its object, and they have endeavored to get 
pieces written for the papers, which have been copied in our republican papers, and 
sent North for the purpose of i:)rodueing the same impression among northern rei>ubli- 
CAUS, so that those kind of bills that have been passed, similar to the one last spnng, 
and the enforcement act and aW that, might be passed by Congress. We look upon 
that as done jjurely for our special benelit, intended really for the South, and for our 
opi>ression. 

Question. Intended to operate where the evil existed? 
Answir. Exactly ; I suppose it does. 

Question. It is only because the evil existed in the South that you supposed it was 
intended for the South ? 

Amwer. Well, we have different notions dow.n there about these things. 

Question. As a matter of law, can a requisition issue from one governor to another, 
before a bill of indictment has been brought in by the grand jury? Must there not 
be some proceeding in a court of record ? 

Answer. I 8ui)p()se it v/ould be necessary; but in a case of this sort, I think the 
governor of Georgia would have authorized the military to go there and take the man. 

Question. Would you have had the governor of Alabama isi^ue a requisition in an 
informal Avay, not basing it upon what was absolutely required by the law ? 

. Answer. No, sir ; I would not. But, as I understand, the next week afterward there, 
was a true bill found against Johnson, and yet no requisition has ever been made. 
Governor Smitli gave his jiersonal attention to this matter when he was up there ; one 
of the associate justices of the supreme court remained there two months ; of course 
they ought to have had the thing carried out if they believed in it. The bill has, no 
doubt, been found against the man ; the county has discharged its duty as far as th.at 
is concerned ; but no requisition was made that I ever beard of. 

Question. When was the bill found? 

Answer. The next week after. ^ 
Question. By the grand jury? 

Answer. Yes, sir; so I have understood. I .have never read the bill, and n© requisi- 
eition has been made. 

Question. What was the reason Luke and those other men were not put in lail that 
night? 

Anmvei; 1 do not know ; I think the justice said he wanted to examine them further: 
wanted some other testimony. Luke and some of the citizens of Cross Plains, about 
10 o'clock at uight, understood that there was souie danger of disguised men coming 
there and taking them away. They called upon the superintendent of the railroad 
there to have them sent down ; but the superintendent did not think it was necessary ; 
as far as the citizens were concerned they tried to got them sent down ; that came out 
in the investigation there. 
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QHc.^iioiu You say tbcrc Ts-as some notice or approbensioii of an intention on tlio part 
of tbc Ku-Klux to take these jx^rsons and hang them ? 

Jn.sicir. A rumor to that efleet got out before 12 o'eloek. 

(^ntcalion. Was any eifort made on thc^ part of tlie citizens to prevent it ? 

Jtiaivtr. None that I know. There ^vas the sheriff" of the county there, a republican, 
his deputy, and a guard then'. Why it ^vas not done I do not know. It was lilce a 
great many things ; probably they did not believe it ; I do not know that I would have 
believed it if I had been tliere. 

(Jiufiliou. Snpiioso these persor.s had been ]}ut in jail^ could not the men have guarded 
that jail successfully against tlie Ku-Klux? 

Att^ircr. Yes, sir. 

(Jua^iioit, They would have been safer in jail ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; 1 think so. 

Q'K Htion. You say you do not believe any one klan agreed up .m the murder of these 
men / 

A)isivei\ Xo, sir; I do not think so ; if there is any such thing as a klan there, I do 
not think that klan organized for this i)uipose ; I thinlv it was rather an agreement 
among some men there that it should be done. 

(Jm^Ctou. You do not think there v.as any regular meeting of the klan and voting 
upon it f 

Answer. Xo, sir ; I do not think so. 
Qucs-thn. Why not ^ 

Answer. Vnnn the fact tliat there is testimony tending to show that some camo 
from one direction four or five miles otf, and some from another direction live or six 
mi](^s (ttf, and thai tliere were citizens there from various parts of the county, north 
ciiid northeast. Knowing the to])Ograi)hy of llu^ country there as I do, I think if there 
is a klan up there, there should be one about three miles in a nortlieast directitui, and 
if there is any other khin it should be some <listance still further up in another S(^ction. 
Now, it would se<>m that the men came I'rom one direction that was dilferei* from 
where 1 wouul suppose oiu' of tliese klans Avas, judging from tlie to[)ography of the 
ccuHitiy, and the nund)er of people in the dilferent valleys there; and then some came 
from another direction. 

(Ju(\s'(hi(. You su]>[)ose the party contained members of several klans ? 

Ansn-(r. If there is such a thing as diherent klans there. I would say the business 
there that night v» as done by jx rsons of tlidcrent klaus. I think the evidence shows 
that tlier(^ W( re dilferent kinds of disguises. 

{h((sfion. And they met ;it a given place ? 

AHfiircr. Tliey nu't at 1'2 (►'clock. 

(Jm-.'iHott, l)oes not that show a concert between the klans? 

A)(i^Hrr. 1 do not know; it showed a concert between the men Avho conujutted the 
act, but I do not know that it woidd be a concert between the klans. 

(Jucstlon. Did not the whole evidence satisly you that there were klans in that 
county f 

Ansurr. The evidence satistied me that there were bands of disguised men in some 
two or three i)arts of tlu', country. 

(JtK.sliou. And that there were some variatiiuis i'.i their disguises ? 

At!.siri)\ 'i'he e\ id( nee tended to show that some ai)pear< d in yellow gowns and some 
in 1(m1 gowns: 1 do not know whether that testimony would be relialtle or not. I be- 
lie\e that some of the testimony tended to sliow tluit s«une them had black dis- 
guises ; 1 am not certain about that. I think that iu three dilfen^nt parts of our county 
there v.-ere oigaiiizations of disguised men, according to the evidence. 

(Jucslhu. Organizations that existed there ^ 

An.sirar. 1 do not know whether they exist there n(»wornot. That affair itself got to 
be such a big affair that the jx'ople eonunenced talking about it. 

Qutdiou. Why do you say that naturally a klan would have been about three miles 
from town ? 

An-sircr. Uecause there is a valley there, and it would be al)ont the center where the 
cross-roads would meet ; that is the only reason. There is a little i)lace there called 
I^adiga, and then there is another \)hiQi'. further up the valley, called Andersonville (*r 
>Spring Garden. There would be })robably a klan along iu that section of the country ; 
I suppose a klan ought to take in an area of ten miles, or live miles; that is about 
Avhat we used to have in the old juitrol time. 

Qnrfittou, You have no kuoNviedge of their dividing that county up into sections ? 

Aii-'uver. Xo. sir ; 1 do not know anything more about the organization; never be- 
longed to it. never was invited to join any such thing ; and for that reason I am sort of 
inclined to think it wr<s not political. 

Qnif^don. You think this particular outrage was not agreed upon by any camp ? 

An.sicer. I do not think it was ; I think it was lixed up that day. 

(Jucsiion. So far as your infornuition reaches, is it the practice of these klans to agree 
beforehand ui)on outrages to be connnitted ^ 
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Answer. I have understood — how I got it, and from whom, I do not know ; but it is 
like we ihid out a great many things, and it does not make much impression upon your 
mind as to who tohl yon — I have understood that they meet and decide that a certain 
man sliall be whi])ped, and then they appoint some man, I have understood, who is 
called the Grand Hawk of the night, who is captain over eight or nine men, and they 
go out and whip the fellow. 

Question. In i)ursuauco of the order of the camp 1 

Aiwwev. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you ever hear that they sent their orders from one camp to another to 
bo executed ? 

Answer. I have heard such things, but I do not know about them. I think there is 
more talk aboiit it than what there really is j I do not think there is an organization of 
that general character which it has been endeavored to show that there is ; and even 
what there is in our section of the country is dying away gradually ; the leading demo- 
cratic papers are speaking out boldly against it, and have been for the last year. Tho 
leading citizens are crying out against it ; they have got tired of it and want it 
6topi)ed. 

Question. Was it supposed that West was in any way connected with the Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. I do not suppose he is. If there is anything in the Ku-Klux organization, 
he has removed his case irom a county where some disguised men have appeared, to a 
republican county where there are no disguised men. If he is a member of the Klan, 
I should have supposed he would have kept his ease within his klauship ; but he has 
removed it to a- county that was strongly republican for a good while, until recently ; 
it has changed over now 

Question. Did not ho make the removal after Mr. Force disclosed tlio fact that he had 
been out on a raid ? 

Anstver. He moved for a change of venue at the last spring court. He bad to swear 
off Calhoun county; that was the nearest county; or probably it might have been 
agreed between the solicitors that it should go there ; but if the affidavit was regularly 
made he would have to swear off Calhoun County. 

Question. Provided the State insisted ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And under your laws, by agreement, ho might jump a county? 
Au8ice7\ Yes, sir. 

Question. You did not appear for Mr. West ? 
Ans^cer. No, sir, I did not. 

Qu&ttion, You say that he might possibly have been guilty of some impropriety? 

Answer. I think very likely he -was guilty of something; I do not think there was 
anything done ; it was only an attempt. I judge so from the fact that he would not 
have changed his venue if there had not been some impropriety. That is generally 
l)retty good evidence that a man is seeking for time when he changes his venue. 

Question. You think this organization was formed under the apprehension that there 
was going to be negro militia ? 

Answer. I wish to be understood this way : from what I could gather two years ago, 
there was a pretty strong organization to be formed ; probably three years ago, I be- 
lieve it was three; but it never was catried out; I think they disbanded when General 
Grant was elected ; that was what I have heard since this investigation has com- 
menced, the investigation of this committee. I have heard citizens speaking of it a 
great deal. I have heard men in the streets of my town speak about it, and say that 
tliree or four years ago they were organized along through there, but they were dis-' 
banded about the time General Grant was elected. Men joined it for different pur- 
poses, having different objects and motives in view. One man would say that there 
was going to be negro militia, and he would go into it for self-protection. Anotlicr 
man would say that there was some danger in the Union League, and they wanted to 
offset that. Now all of these things have been discussed even since your investigation 
has commenced. 

Question. Have there not been some recent outrages in that country ? ^ 

Answer. I do not think there has been anything of a serious nature for some time. I 
heard since I was summoned that eight or nine Ku-Klux had passed through our town 
within the last three weeks, but what they had done I do not know. The Paytona 
affair has rather quieted things in our country. 

Question, You think that another object, and perhaps the main object, was to go after 
those negroes who reported these men to the Freedmen's Bureau for slapx^ing them wln^n 
they had difiieulties f ^ 

Answer. What I mean b^^that is, that class of negroes wlxo will not work, who will 
not <lo their duty, who would go about and steal ; and if they hired out to work would 
not dis(*^.iarge their duty, or fall oitt with their employers, and then go up and tell a 
great long tale before the Bureau or before our present justices of the peace, and have 
tliem arrested. They probably wanted an c^-ganization reiuly for that class of men. 

Question. So as to keep them from givius information f 
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Jufsnrr. To keep tlicm from tcllin^^ lies and s\veariii.sT lies, not from giving the right 
kind of inlorniation. I do not think that this Kn-Klnx organization, or patrols, or 
\vliatevcr yon may call it, intended to interfere M'ith tlie right class of people, either 
white or bla(tk. 

(Jue^iioii. Yon think the organization Avas directed principally against the negroes ? 
Ansnrr. Becans(.' they Avere the class where there was more idleness and more thiev- 
ing and more drones. 

qiK.siioK. It was principally directed against the negroes, and it was entirely com- 
posed of white men and members of the democratic party ! 

AHfiiver. I think it w^as entirely composed of members of the democratic party, of 
white men ; that it was intendecl principally for the negroes who faihul to work, who 
were gnilty of various lirth*, petty larcenies; and for any white man, whether republi- 
can oi- democj-at, who became ratlier a nuisance to society. 

Qncfiiion. And they struck ^Ir, Crook ? 

JnisH'cr. They frightened Mr. Crook ; they never hurt him. 
Qacsiion. They put a rope around his neck 1 
Jnsivcr. Yes, sir. 

(JavaiiOH. They took him out of his house ? 

J?<s7('c/'. No, sir; 1h^ hnd started to move, I think, in the fall of 

Quef^iion, 1 undeistood you to use this language : ""That they did it to let him know 
they were out !"' 

J)t,siV(r. Well, I say this, that he became obnoxious to those men, from the fact that 
he had b(^en a southern man and a secessionist, had voted the secession ticket, as they 
.^npi)osed, and i ex})eet is true, for his brother was a member of the secessi(m conven- 
tion, and he himself wns a large slaveholder. At the close of the war he joined the 
I'nion heague, as they sujjposed, for impro])erpuri)()ses. And then he had suifered him- 
self to be run by the negroes for clerk of tiie eount^', and they ratlun- thought that ho 
ought not to do'that; tliat Ik; ought to have left that for some other ])erson. 

(Jn(>ifio)(. Did they not take him out of the house and \mt a rope around his neck? 

Au^ircr. Yes, l)Ut not out of his house; they took him out of the house where he was 
stop]ung. 

(JiK:^-{h)n. Did they swing him up? 

^]//«<('cr. (), no, not that 1 ever heard. 

(Jmnllon. Did they permit him to dress himself before they carried him out of the 
liouse '! 

Aiisivcr. 1 do not remeudx^' about that ; I am rather inclined to think that they did 
not. 

(JiuHiion, Was he a man of character, connected with good families ? 

^iii.stvir. Yes, sir; he was connected with good families in the county. 

(JtNsiioii. His ouW oftense was that he was elected l)y the rei)nblicans of the county 
to the (derkship of the county, and tlu; charges made against him as to joining the 
republican party ! 

.In.'iu-cr. And his affiliating rather too much with the negroes. 

(J(U\si}(Hi, To secure his eh'ction ! 

.l//.s«7'r. 1 do not know for what. 

(JiKstion. You say it was for the i)uri)ose of letting him know they were out, and that 
he must trim his sails accordingly ; what do you mean by that ? 

Aihsiccr. 1 suppose it was that lie should not do anything in his (jlfice outside of wluit 
he legally ought to. 

(Jh('-s((o)i. Did you understand that they meant that he must stop leading the re- 
j>ul>licans, and organizing them / 

AtiNircr. Of couix; 1 was only giving my opinion, for 1 do not know what their 
object w;v>i. 1 was saying I could not see why they did it, unless it was to prev<;nt liis 
mixing up too much with the Union ]JeagU(^ down there. AVe did not know so mueli 
about republicans then ; it was rather the Union League. The Union Jjcague was 
rather regarded as an organization against the southern pcoph^, for tluj purpose of 
having lands couliscated and being in o})positi<)u to real southern men. They did not 
believ(^ that a man whose i)roiK'rty had consisted so largely in slaves who had been 
emaneipjited, should ha\'e thrown himself immediately into the arms of the ])(M)]>le who 
had ficed our negroes; that he ought not to have joined that i)arty, and ought not to 
have run I'or ofiice, because the peoj)le down there thought it was rather forced upon us.. 

Qucrsiion, AVas it not the fact that a southern man who had been a largt> slave-o\Yner. 
an<i had high coniu'ctions, and was liims(df a man of character, intelligence, and stand- 
ing, would i)e a most efiicient leader in the rcjuildican party ? 

Ansurr. lie is not that character of man who would make a prominent lead<ir. 

Qnt'siioh. Was not his name and acts there of consideralile scu'vice to the party ? 

AuHH-tr. No, sir, 1 do not think they were; he was a very good farmer, and attend(Ml 
closely U} his business, and was one who made his slaves work close up ; he got all 
the lal><)r out of them tiiat he could possibly get. 

(Jnr.stion. lie was a resolute, energelic man i 

Afifiicir. Y\\s, sir. 



488 CONDITIOX OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



Que8tio7i, A man of sense ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; good, practical farrainf; sense. 

Question, How many cases do you know of where negroes have disguised themsclvea 
in your county, and gone out and attacked some of their own color ; more than one¥ 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quif^fion. How many times have they done that? 

Answer, I am trying to recollect. I know of two cases where I have appeared for 
negroes on two diiferent occasions, where it was said that they appeared in disguise ; 
and at the last term of the court there were three 

Question, I)o yon mean two separate cases ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. At the last term of the court there three were indicted under the 
statute against Ku-Klux, but we got them otf. You sea it is a penitentiary offense ; wo 
got them olf on that. We got a new trial, and they found them guilty of assault and 
battery, and lined them live hundred dollars. 

Question. There was no difficulty in identifying these negroes ? 

Answei: There -was some, but still the proof was sufficient; the negroes ^wore right 
out that they were the ones. 

Question. There was no great difficulty in identifying them ? 

Answer, There was difficulty. 

Question, Did they identify them ? 

Answer. The negro that was whipped identified them. 

Question, Were they in disguise ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. How is it that you can identify negroes -when they commit these offenses 
in disguise, and you cannot identify white men that do so ? 

Ansrcer. No white man identified them. A negro swears right plump out that it is 
so ; he will swear almost anything to carry his point. They so swore in this case. I 
do not know whether the negroes were guilty or not. I am rather inclined to think 
they were, although I defended them. 

Question, I am asking how the negiroes could identify their own color who went in 
disguise and whipped them, and do not identify white men who did so? 

Answer, I suppose the white men prepared a better disguise. The negroes did not 
do it up so artistically as the others. 

Question. Have you ever known of disguised bands of negroes committing an outrago 
upon white men in your country ? 

Ansicei'. 1 cannot call to mind any. 

Question. Have you ever heard of any such ? 

Ayiswer. I have heard where they were not in disguise giving our people a pretty 
good thrashing. 

Question. You mean in an open fight? 

Answer. Yes, sir; a ftiir open fight, and we never intemipted them for it. 
Question. You said you had known of one instance where a negro who had voted the 
democratic ticket got into a fight about it, and was whipped ? 
Amicer, That was in our town. 

Question, Have you known of any other instance than that? 

Answej'. That is the only one. A blacksmith there is always coming to me and saying 
they were going to whip him for something of that sort. 

Question. You say you think there were from fifty to seventy-five negroes in your 
county who voted the democratic ticket ? 

Answe)', That is, at the last election ; so I haye understood. 

Question. Have you ever known a negro to attack and abuse a white man for voting 
the democratic ticket ? 
Answet\ No, sir. 

Question. Did you ever know them to make any effort to keei") white men from voting 
the democratic ticket? 

Anmver. No, sir ; J never heard of any case of that sort in the State of Alabama. 

Question. Do you believe that a negro in your county who votes the democratic 
ticket is safer from these attacks than one who votes the republican ticket? 

Answer, No, he is not safer, where both work well and behave themselves. If ho 
votes the democratic ticket and turns out to be thieving and committing depredations 
of that sort, I think th(^y would come down upon him more severely probably, because 
they would think his motive for voting the democratic ticket was rather a bad one. 

Question. i3ut suppose they thought his motive in voting the democratic ticket was a 
good one ? 

Anm'/*r. Then, if ho committed a theft, if he killed hogs, stole chickens, or stole corn, 
they would punish him ; no doubt about that. 

Question, Is there any difficulty in convicting negroes before the courts for doing 
thet*e things ? 

Atmcer, We have got a great many of them clear upon technicalities. I am satisfied 
the negro has a fair trial. 
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Quff^fiou. There is no iiulispovsition to convict liim ? 

jliif^'irer. No, sir. Tlie i)eo])lc tlicrc have j»-iveu them fair trials, and have acquitted 
a fpeat many who ought to luive been found guilty ; but I do not know that they have 
ever found one guilty who was innocent. The negro has a fair showing in our section 
of the country. 

Quest'lou, Have you negroes n])on your juries ? 

Ansivcr. The clerks an<l shei ilfs and judges of probate are republicans ; they have ap- 
pointed negroes ui)on our juries, but the judge invariably discharges them ; he does 
not believe that they arc comix'tent. 

QtieHlioii. They do not sit upon juries in your county ? 

Ani^n-vi\ lu our county they never have, but they have in the county below — in Tal- 
ladega. 

Qiu >ition. Is your judge a republican ? 
Ausurr. Yes, sir. 

Question. lie s(>ts them aside upon the ground that they are incompetent ? 
Jnfitrcr. Yes. sir. 

Qnef^liou. You have no difficulty in convicting a negro for these little petty thefts, if 
guilty ? 

Ausircy\ None in the world. 
. Quci^tlotL TIkui what can be the necessitv for this extreme mode of in'oceeding against 
them l\)r these litth^. thefts f 

Aufiwer. None, only that I suppose these men who belong to tliis organization do 
not wish to take the trouble of having the nuitter investigated in court when they can 
attend to it so easily. 

Que>it(oii. Is there not danger of their ]iunishing an innocent man sometimes ? 

Ausurr. O. yes, and they ought not to do it. 

Qiic-'idou. Do you believe they have ever punished an innocent man f 
AuHwcr. 1 have never heard of their punishing an innocent man. 
QucHliou, Do you know that all they have punished have been punished for crimes 
they have been guilty of ? 

Jz/s/rer. The pui]ishnients have! not been great in our sectiou of the country. 
Question. Have there been many thefts, tSie. t 

Ansurr. Yvs, sii- ; but th(>y do not i)unish for (n'ery tlu^ft. I want you to understand 
that these Ku-Khix are not iji all parts of the county, or all over tlie county, only in 
certain dillei-ent neighl)oi Iioods. Probably iu the two counties next to us, I have 
never heard ol' the klans lieing there ; it is only now aud then they spring up. 

Question. Tlu'y seh'ct whom they will })uuish for otfenses ; they do not punish all ? 

Ausu'er. I heai' of now aud then one. 

Quesfiou. Is there not a gi'Ueral terror of the Ku-Klux among the colored people 
there / 

AuHwer. Yos. sir. 

(Jue^stion. Do you know^ whether colored people have slept out of their houses on 
account of tliem / 

AuHurr. No, sir ; I do not think that is so. 

Question. Is theie not a great deal of clamor anmng the white jieopio about the 
negi'oes votiug and getting control of the State ])y being allowed to vote ? 

Ansu-er. No, sir; there is not much said ab.out that subject. I think that ui)on ])rin- 
ciph' a majority of tln^ wdiite people of the 8tatc are oj)])osed to negroes voting; they 
thiidc tlie ballot is unsafe in their hands, from the fact that they are incompetent, and 
do not know what they are voting for; th<*y think that their i/ersons and ])roi)erty are 
nnsafe in the hands of ignorant men who have the ))allot ; a great many beli<^ve Uiat. 

Question. Do not the negroes understand very well that these bauds are made np of 
democrats ? 

Answer. I do not think the negroes understand that. They just call them all Kn- 
Klux ; they do not know what party they belong to ; they do not know much about 
democracy. 

(Question. Yon think these operations had no effect in keeping the negroes from 
voling at the last election f 

^tusu'cr. Not in our section ; I am satisfied it did not; I do not thiuk a negro was 
kept from the polls. 

By Mr. Cobukx : 

Question. Do yon consider Marion and Fayette Counties in the district you have 
been testifying about ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Your t.estimony would not apply to any outrage committed over in ^darion 
ami Fayette Counties ? 

Ausu'cr. No, sir ; my testimony is confined to the northeast portion of the State 
adjoining Georgia. 

Question. You have mentioned the patrol several times; that is an institution pecu- 
liar to the South ? 
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Anmrer. Yes, sir. 

Quc8tio7L Give iis a description of wliat the patrol used to be. 
Answer. Before the war ? 
Quesiiou. Yes. 

Answer. Before the war they were men selected by the justices of the peace in pre- 
cincts, whose duty V was to visifc negro quarters and chastise, not to exceed thirty- 
nine lashes, any negro caught off the premises of his mas*:er without a permission in 
writing; probably after a time it got down to fifteen lashes ; and they went from one 
house to another. 

Question. What time did they perform that duty ? 

Answer. At night invariably. 

Question. IIow many were there in a locality or neighborhood ? 
Ansicer. Probably there would bo two companies, six in each company, witli a cap- 
tain, confined to a preciuct of say ten miles square ; hardly that, say six miles. 
Question. Were they paid ? 
Answer. No, sir; they were not paid. 
Question. Was it a voluntary system ? 

Answer. No, sir ; the justice had the right to appoint any one. 
Question. That duty was compulsory ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. IIow often did they go around ? 

Ansicer. Well, in some sections of the country they would go around once a week, 
then sometimes they would not go more than once a month ; I think they were required 
probably to go around once a month. 

Question. You have said that these Ku-Klux were perhaps the successors of the 
patrols ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is what I believe. 

Question. ISow as to Tlie manner in which these Ku-Klux operate ; do they inflict 
punishment in the same way ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. It seems to me that the whipping has been confined principally to 
colored men, but now and then they whip a white man, but these white men are 
invariably the scum of society. It is no use to call them republicans or democrats. 
They are hardly much ; just the mere scum of society, and would perhaps vote the 
democratic ticket as soou as the republican ticket. They pick out such a man as that 
and give him a genteel thrashing. 

Question. With what do they whip them ? 

Ansicer. I do not know ; I suppose just with a switch or a leather strap. 

Question. Who prescribes the punishment, and indicates what it shall be ? 

Answer. 1 do not know. There seems to be one man along who does the whipping. 

Question. Did the evidence in the investigation show that they had any rules by 
which they operated ? 

Answer. The evidence in the Paytona investigation showed that they traveled 
around near this place, Ladiga, uj) and down the creek, and visited some four or five 
houses there, within probably two years; that they had taken out a white boy and 
whipped him, and I think one other band whipped a nogro. 

Question. 1 am not asking for instances of outrages ? 

Ansicer. Do you want to know how it was done f 

Question. 1 am asking whether they have any regulations or rules ? 

Answei'. 1 do not kuow about that. 

()Mes<io??. Have they any officers? 

Answer. I do not know, only that I heard that there was an officer called the officer 
of the night, or something in that way, who seemed to control them just the same as 
the captain of the patrol of the night. 

Question. Did the evidence show that they had passwords, grips and signs? 

Answer. Force said they had. The evidence there by the various witnesses showed 
that they were controlled by means of a whistle. 

Question. You said something about rules; that they had rules to whip and not to' 
murder ; do you not think they have rules of that kind ? ^ > 

Answer. No, sir ^ I do not think I said any such thing. I think their object was more 
to whip than to murder. 
, Question. Did they ever murder ? 

Ansicer. Only in that instance. 

Question, Do you not know, as a matter of fact, that Kiey have committed various 
murders ? 

Answer. Only, in that instance, in that Paytona affair. 

Question. Have you not heard that over in Fayette County, within the last three 
weeks, they have murdered three colored women ? 
Answer. No, sir, I never heard of that in my life. 

Question. Have you not heard t hat in various states of the Union they have mur- 
dered more than one hundred people ? 
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Answer. I liave heaiil tbroui;h the newspapers that they have murdered peojile; but 
I do not believe all that I see iu the papers. 

Qnesilon. Do you uot believe, as much as you believe in the existence of anything you 
have not seen, that there have been divers murders committed by the organization in 
the Southern States? 

Aih'iivcr. I am inclined to think that there have been, but I have no reliable informa- 
tion about it; but there being so much in the papers, some of it I suppose must be 
true ; but I do uot know of any in the State of Alabama except this Paytona affair. 

(Juesiion. Do you not believe there have been a great many other murders in Ala- 
bauui ? 

Ausive?: I know there have been a great many men killed there. 
Quest ion. By disguised bands ? 

Answer. I think there have been some others, besides those hung at Paytona, 
murdered by disguised nu^n. 

Question. You s:»y yoa limit your testimony to the community in which you live ? 

Answer. I wish that to be understood, to have- all that I have said conlined to the 
section of country in which 1 reside, to live or six Counties. 1 do not pretend to know 
what occurs iu Fayette, ^Yinsron, and Morgan, and all those eouutics over there. 

Question. There is some testimouy about the number of Klans in your county. I do 
uot know whether you said that the evidence disclosed the number of Klaus ? 

Answer. No, sir, 1 do not know, Force once said that there was a large number, but 
I do not pretend to know. I do not think he knows, nor Johnson, the man from whom 
he received his informatiou. 

Question. You said the puquxse of these Klans was to keep the negroes from swearing 
to lies 

Answer. If you understood the negro character 

()uestio)i. AYhat is th(^ presumption down there as to the negro swearing? 

Slnswer. The prcsumi)tion is that the negroes cannot tell the truth ; it is almost im- 
])ossible for them to tell the truth ; as to swearing, they have no great regard for an 
oath, with a few exceptious. ^Yhen they have become a little intelligent, have been 
raised as body-servants, probably then they have some pride about them, and know 
the nature of an ojith ; but the great mass of the negroes down South really do not 
know th(^ nature of an oath, and do not care. 

Question. You think that is a more elfectual way of making them tell the trutii than 
to punish them in court according to law ? 

Answer. \Yhat I mean is that the Ku-Klux will be such a terror to the negro that he 
will not do anything that is ])ad. 

Question. And iu addition to that, he regards that as' a prompt and speedy way of 
punishment, and it will have more ell'ect than to wait the slow process of the law ? 

^tnswcr. Yes, sir ; he knows what that means ; but as for lying in jail six months, he 
would not care mneh about that. 

Question. That is a remedy for i)erjury, thieving, and all that sort of thing? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Another difllculty complained of in that section of the country is in regard 
to collecting taxes, and in regard to frauds upon the revenue. Did this Klan ever assist 
the Government in that matter? 

Answer. Not that ever I heard of. 

Question. You never heard of that ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I lu'ver heard of it. 

Question. Did they ever assist the Government in protecting the mail routes ? 

Answn\ No, sir; but the democratic party down there have been very anxious to 
give the Government all the assistance they could, because there has been a great 
(leal of thieving going on, and they have snlfered ; the democratic party is right for tho 
Goverinnent there. It the democratic party is the Klan down there, they have given 
the Government all the assistance in tin ir power. 

Question. Yon have said something about a white man and a negro getting into a 
controversy about some matter, and that if the negro was forward and saucy, the white 
man would slap him ? 

Answer. Yes sir. they might do that. 

Question. Suppose the negro did the slapping? 

Answer. If he did he would just get scissors ; he would not be punished before the 
court, but he W(mld be pitched into at once outside of the court. 
(Juestion. They would not tolerate anything of that kind? 

Answer. If a negro there should come up and slaj) a white man, I Rui)pose the white 
man and his friends would give it to him ; though, if he were brought into court and 
convicted of it, there would not be much of a punishment for him. 

Question. There is a great deal of dread on the part of some people of the country of 
negro equality. Do you apiirehend that the negroes in that i^art of the country will 
ever beccmie socially the equal of the white people ? 

Answer. No, : ir ; that is a matter the x)eox)le will regulate for themselves. 
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Question. Do yon tliiuk there is any danger at all of that ? 
Ansirer. No, I do not. 

Question. Do you think there is any danger of the negroes mixing much with the 
■whites by marriage ? 

J nswer^ No, sir ; there will have to bo considerable revolution in our country before 
that is done, even with the lower class of whites, or with any class. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. Even without the Ku-Klux? 

Answer. Yes, sir, or with them. That class of people who reside in the South and have 
never owned negroes are more bitterly opposed to social equality than slaveholders. 
They hate the negro worse, and the negro hates them worse ; the negro calls them poor 
white trash. 

By Mr. Coburn : 

Question. Do the negroes assert anything like superiority or even equality socially 
with the white people down there ? 

Answer. Not in our section of the country they do not ; I do not know about it in the 
lower part of the State. On account of their numbers there they may claim some rights 
there. In our section of the country the negroes have behaved remarkably well. There 
is no difficulty between whites or blacks unless one or the other is drunk. When 
white men get drunk sometimes they do something to the negro, and then the negro 
asserts his rights, and ho is frequently protected by white men when imposed upon by 
white men. But in my section of the State, so far as the negro is concerned, he has 
behaved himself remarkably well. 

Question. Is there such an order in existence down there as the White Brotherhood or 
the Pale Faces ? 

Answer. 1 have never heard of it until this present congressional committee met. 
Question. Did this Ku-Klux business start until the negro had the right of suffrage 
allowed him ? 
Answer. Well, sir, I do not know. 

Question. He had the right of suffrage given him in 1867, under the reconstruction 
acts ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, and in our State the first time he cast a vote was iu February, 1868. 
I do not know when the Ku-Klux commenced in Alabama. We heard of it often in 
Tennessee j it existed there a long time before it found its way into Alabama. After it 
had got down there, I think a great many joined it on account of the novelty of the thing; 
they heard a great many stories about its grotesque paraphernalia, and a great many 
went into it out of curiosity. I am satisfied that at this time it is dying out. 



Washington, D. C, August 3, 1871. 

SAMUEL F. RICE sworn and examined. 

The Chairman, (Mr. Pool.) As this witness is from your State, Mr. Buckley, and 
as you are doubtless more conversant than myself with the matters about which ho 
is to testify, you had better open his examination. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Question, Please state where you reside ? 
Answer. In Montgomery, Alabama. 
Question. How long have you lived there ? 
Answer. Since the early part of January, 1852. 

Question. State what public positions, if any, you have held in the State of Alabama? 
* Answer. 1 have been several times a member of the legislature of the State, having 
been first a member of the House for several sessions, and afterwards a member of the 
Senate. I was also, the public printer of the State at one time. Afterwards I w^as 
judge and chief justice of the supreme court of the State. 

Question. State how long you have practiced law in Alabama? 

Answer. 1 have been a practicing lawyer since I first went to Alabama, which was 
in the spring of 1838. 

Question. You practice in the State courti? and in the United States courts? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is your practice confined to any particular judicial district? 

Answer. No, sir; I practice in a large number of counties of the State. My regular 
practice is now iu the counties adjacent to Montgomery. Formerly, before I moved 
to Montgomery, I resided fourteen years in the ujjper country, at Talladega j and at 
that time my practice was in that region of the State. 

Question, Then you have a general acquaintance all over the State ? 
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Jnmcer, Yes, sir, a very general acquaintance. 

(Jnestlon. Your practice brings you into iuterconrse with people from all quarters of 
the iState f 

Answer. It does. 

Question. From the knowledge which you have thus gained, please state to the com- 
mittee the condition of your State so far as regards the execution of the laws and the 
safety of property and person. 

The CiiAiKM.vN, (Mr. Pool.) It may be well to inform you, Judge Rice, that in this 
examination we do not conline a witness, as the courts do, to the statement of facts 
within his own personal knowledge. You are at liberty to state any matters which 
you have learned from information upon which you rely. 

Answer. In the region of the State in wliich 1 practice at the present time, where 
eases are actually instituted in the courts, the administration of the law is respectable, 
to say the least. lUit it is also proper to s:iy that there are cases in some portions of 
the State of which I have heard in which I am satisfied the law cannot be adminis- 
tered. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Question. To Avhat kind of cases do you refer? 

Answer. Cases connected with and growing out of political and party differences — 
the struggles of each of the contending parties in that State for the control of its gov- *" 
ernment. 

Question. ITav^' you heard of any cases of whipping or other outrage committed by 
men in disguise ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I have heard of such cnses frequently. I have no personal knowl- 
edge of any such castas, but I have often heard of them. 

Question. In various i)arts of tlie State, but not in your immediate region ? 

^Inswer. Xot in my iunnediate r(\gion. The nearest county to JNloutgomery in which 
I have Inward of the eonnnissioii of outrages of that sort is Coosa County, or the upper 
part of Klmore County. 

(juestion. Arc cases of that class diflicult to be adjudicated? 

jinswer. From niy understanding and bi'Iicf an (dihi has been proved in every case 
of that kiiul th.at I have heard of where there has been an attempt to bring the accused 
party to justice in the courts or before any judicial otiieer. 

Question. Is there not also ditliculty in identifying the parties when the outrages arc 
committed by disguised men? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I nn<lerstand that such a diihcnlty exists; but even when that 
ditliculty is suiniounted an aUhi is generally established. 

Qntstion. During how long a period have yon heard of cases of that sort ? How far 
back do these iinnors run ? 

Answer. About two years back, I think. Two years, Is hould say, would embrace it. 

(hie^lion. Have you known any casesof that kind to be l)rought into the State courts 
and the perpetrators of such outrages punished by the State authorities ? 

^In.'^wcr. 1 have not known of any case where they have been punished. 

Question. Is there )U)t a law in the State of Alabama giving an injured p(M"son the 
right to sue and recover from th(^ county danniges for such outrages; and have there 
been recovei ies from the counties / 

Answer. Where suits have been instituted against the counties under the State law, 
there have been a few recoveries. But the individual olfenders have not been imn- 
ished. 

Que-stion. Please give us the title and date of the law under which recoveries from 
th(^ counties luiA'e been had ' 

Answer. The act was approved May '28, 1?68. Its title is An act to su^ipress mur- 
der, lynching, and assault ai\d batteries." 

By the Chaiuman, (Mr. Pool:) 
Question. Please read so nmch of the law as relates to such cases as we are now con- 
sidering. 

Answer. The first section of that law provides: "That, whenever in any county of 
this State any person shall be assassinated or nnirdered by any outlaw, or ])er>on or 
persons in disguise, or mob, or for past or i)resent party atliliation or i>olitical o})inion, 
the widow or husl>and of such person so mur(h-red or assassinated, the next of kin of 
such })ersou, shall be entitled torecovt'r of the county in which such nnirder or assassin- 
ation occuiTed the sum of $r),000 as damages for such murder or assassinatiim, to be 
distributed among them according to the laws of Alabama regulating the distribution 
of the estates of intestate decedents. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. Taking into consideration the tone of puhiic sentiment prevailing in Ala- 
bauni, can persons go into all parts of the State and express or advocate their political 
opinions with freedom and personal security ? 
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Answei\ In much the larger portion of the State I think any person would be safe in 
doing so; but there are portions of the State in which, in my judgment, that would 
not be the case. 

Question. Can you name some portions of the State where you have learned of trouble 
existing ? 

Answer. From the best information I have, my undoubtin^ belief is that during the 
last election there were counties in Western Alabama in which a man would not have 
been J«ife in advocating political opinions distasteful to a portion of the people. On 
one occasion when I was speaking (and I know that my remarks were within the 
legitimate range of discussion) my own personal safety was threatened ; there was an 
open proposition to take me from the stand where I was making a public speech ; and 
the man who made the proposition got hold of my leg for the purpose of i^uttiug the 
proposition into execution. That was at Troy, in the eo^^inty of Pike. 

Question. Did that occur last fall ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; in the last campaign. 

()ues/io«. Were there any demonstrations of violence ? ^ 

Answer. A lawyer named McCaskle took h6ld of him. 'McCaskle was the first 
one I noticed. He is a democratic lawyer, with whom I am acquainted, and a 
personal friend. Gtmeral Clantou, who was present at the time, and who pro- 
pounded the question the answer to which induced this proposition, was on my 
right, and this man who made the }5roposition was on my left. General Clantoii 
came around very soon and took part with others in controlling this man who made 
the assault. The question which General Clanton put to mo was whether I would vote 
for that negro who was a candidate on the republican ticket for the office of secretary 
of state. I answered that, believing him to be qualified, and knowing he had been 
fairly nominated, and professing myself to be a republican, I should feel bound to 
vote for him ; that it would be hypocrisy on my part, when I believed he was qualified 
and fairly nomiijated, to refuse to vote for him because he was a negro; and that of 
course I should vote for him. When I said that, this man said, "Let us take him off 
the stand ;" and he caught me by the leg. 

There were other intetruptions of a marked character during the same discussion, 
all of which General Clanton saw and heard. He and I were engaged in a discussion 
at the time, he speaking on the democratic side and I on the republican side. You, 
yourself, [addressing Mr. Buckley,] made a short speech on the same occasion. While 
I was speaking a man, who I understood lived in Troy and was a livery-stable keeper, 
came along with a bell, which I understood was used as a tavern bell, and was obtained 
by him from the hotel. He came up the sidewalk, ringing the bell as if he were an 
auctioneer. I thought I understood what the purpose was; and when he got within 
some ten or fifteen feet of where I was I remarked in a good-natured way that I had 
not come there to interrupt or interfere with any legitimate business; and I asked the 
crowd to excuse me from making any further remarks in the discussion till this 
auctioneer got through with giving his notice as to the time and place where his 
auction would occur. Upon that, some persons whom I did not know took hold of him 
and carried him off. 

Question. Did he come up into the audience with the bell ? 

Ansicer. He came uj) \\itliin ten or twelve feet of where I was and among the people 
who were listening. He rang the bell till he got within that distance. There were 
ether interruptions — cursing, and rude, insulting remarks, such as "danmed radical,'' 

damned liar," and other things of that sort ; remarks made so that they could be^ 
heard by the speaker and by others. I staid all night at the hotel in that town, and,' 
as you recollect, [addressing Mr. Buckley,] I was in the room which you occupied at 
the hotel. A citizen of the town had come in, and we were talking, (I suppose it was 
10 o'clock at night,) when near the window by which you were sitting a volley of 
brickbats, or rocks, or other missiles came heavily against the house. I noticed that 
the citizen who was in there at the time, after staying a while, drew out a pistol, looked 
at it, cocked it, and left the room, carrying it in his hand cocked. 

Qmstion. Do you think he felt he was in personal danger ? 4 ^ 

Answer. I have no doubt he felt so, from his action and from his remarks also ; for he 
came into the room late and evidently did not wish it known to the people there that 
he had been in the room. That was the impression made on my mind. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool :) 

Question. Was he a republican ? ; 

Answer. No, sir; he was a democrat, as I understood, but was impressed very favor-^ 
ably toward the republican doctrines by what he heard of the speeches that day. I 
never had seen him before. 

By Mr. Bucklky : 

Question. Did he not state to you that he was a Douglas elector in 1860 ? 

Answer. A Douglas man, as I under<itood. I can state further, that while I was there, 
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several of the colored people, when tliey eame into niy room, tolcl me iirivately tbat 
they were afraid to ex])ress their opinions, and Avere even afraid to vote; that they did 
not think they would <^o to the election ; tbat they tlion«»ht tlie hazard would be too 
gifat. 1 knoW nothing further about that than whilt tliey told me. 

Quefilion. Do you know of any instances of a similar character oecnrrin<; in any other 
l^art of the State. 

Jufiirer. During the same campaii^n, at Tuskeg-oe, in jMacon County, J was speaking 
on one occasion to a jn-etty considerable crowd ; the court-house was nearly fulh All 
the white people were near to m<', and the cohn'ed peojjh' in the further jiart of the 
court-house. The ditferent races were i>retty well separated — the colored peo]>le to 
themselves and the Avhites to themselves— the latter being^ in front. While I was * 
speaking, there were S(^veral interruptions by sounds and noises ditiicnlt to describe, 
but exj^ressive of indignation and conte-mpt ; and that too when I had said nothing 
that could justly be considered ollensive. It is i)roper to say that 1 was careful in my 
sj)eeclies thronghont the campaign, to avoi<l ad<ling to the irritation which 1 knew ex- 
isted. I recollect that iu a i)(>rtion (jf my remarks 1 tried to persuMde the ])eople that 
unwise resistance was generally hurtful to those who made it, though th<Mr course 
might be right and what they resisted miglit be wrong. The sounds wliicli occurred 
several times during the speaking were calculated to interfere very much with any 
s})eaker. When I would be looking in one direction the sounds would be in another. 
They all came from the white jiortion of the crowd. 

At another plac<', Opelika, iu Lee County, there were a great many interruptions. 
Imnystate that at Troy there was no interrui)tion whatt'vei- of General Clanton, so 
far as 1 know, and I am satisfied there was none ; he was heard respectfully by every 
portion of the ci'owd. 

(Jiicsiion. Did you mak(* a si)eech during tiie campnign at Tuscund>ia ? 

Jnsu-cr. I did make a sjxM'ch at that ]dace. It is the residence of Governor Lindsay, 
the ])resent go\-ernor of our State, who was tln-ii a candidate. (Jovernor Smith, Gen- 
eral WariK'r, and myself were a(h ei tis<'d to s])eak there on a certain day of the circuit 
court. The day was a line one, the court was in session, and a good many peojde w<'re 
in town. I ('ommeuce<l my s[)eech iu the court-house as soon as the court adjourned. 
Wh.at struck me "v\as the exceedingly small crowd i)rest'nt, and the fact that there was 
not a colored person in tln^ audienc(^ : not one came int(» the c(»urt-house. I have no 
i(h'a tlnit tln^re w<'re as m.iny as fifty jx-rsons ])resent. and those who were there were 
mainly lawyers, together with the judge, and some few ])crsonal accpiaintances i\m\ 
friends that 1 had ther(^ A crowd, white and colored, was iu tiie street, but did not 
couic in. There was no violence ; no interrujitimi was otlered ; the surprising fact 
was that the }»eoi)lc jippcar«'d to stay away entii-ely. 

(JiKsi'ion. Did y(ui leai n what excuse was given for their staying away ? 

Jnsicer. Well, I jocosely remarke<l to a democi'at, whom I had known for nuuiy 
yea I S, that tliey sicmcd to Inive their brotlu'r (h'luocrats u]i in that country under 
]ir(-tty goo<l coutr( 1, \\ hen they would not even hear a rei>ublicau speech. lie said 
that that was the right way to do it. I asked soujc of tlu' colored men how it ha])- 
pcued that r<'])ubliean speakers, after Ix'ing advertised tt) speak in that town, should 
not be able to get a solitary one of tlie eol(u-<Ml race pi'csent to hear the s])eaking*. 
^J'hey said they wci'e very anxious to attend, but were afraid; that they believed it 
was not safe for them to do so. 

The next town at which we spol^e was Flor(Uic<% a town some six or eight miles, I 
Ix'lieve, across the Teiniessee Riv<'r. At the s])eaking in Florence 1 saw several of tlie 
colored p(M)i)le whom 1 had ni 't iu Tuseumbia the nay l)efor(\ They attended the 
meeting at Florence, but said they were afraid to atten<l that at Tuseumbia. 

Qucb-lioii. Did you ever before nnik<' a republican speech in that State when there 
was no color«'d person present f 

^In-surr. No, sir ; I never saw such a thing as that anywhere. I never knew an 
instance where, if colored people were near hy and knew there was to be republican 
speaking, there was not a single one iu attendance. 

Qucfiiiou. Do you know of any difficulties haviijg occurred in public speaking in the 
western part of the State 

Jufiiver. Only from information ; I have no personal knowledge. I heard Governor 
Smith's account of disturbances there, and the accounts of several others, whom I be- 
lieve to be truthful men. 

Qiustion. Do you refer to the riot at Eutaw ? 

^liisinr. 1 refer to the distui'l)ances at Eutaw ami also at Livingston. The occur- 
rence at Livingston, Sumtei- County, \\as the day belbrc the outbreak at Eutaw. 

Qiuation. Did you hear that the United States district attorney attemi)ted to speak 
at Ih undidge and could not f 

Aiisircr. 1 heard him speak of that himself. My recollection of his account of it is, 
that when he arrived there they gave him to understand that he had better not speak ; 
he undertook to argue and reason with them, and there was a division among tliose 
who were opposing his speaking. Finally, as I think he states, one of them said to 
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him that he could speak, but tbe idea was implied that he would do so at his peril. 
From all the indications he was satisfied that his speaking would lead to violent 
results ; and he did not speak because of the impression made upon him by the crowd 
that he could not be heard without endangering the public peace and creating dis- 
turbance. 

Qimt'ion. I invito your attention to a question and answer in the testimony of General 
James 11. Clanton : 

" Question. Is there freedom of speech in your State at present to all persons of all 
political parties? 

Answer. No, sir ; there is freedom of speech for republicans, white and black, and for 
white democrats ; but there is none for colored democrats." 

Have you heard of any democrats being interfered with in any way, either for voting 
the democratic ticket or for making democratic speeches ? 

Anstar. 1 heard that several years ago, while tho United States military forces were 
in our State, General Crittenden, I think, being in command, there was a public meet- 
ing at which a colored man from Tennessee made a speech that resulted in a disturb- 
ance on the part of the colored people. I heard of that ; I was not there. That is the 
only case of the kind I ever heard of. 

Question. In what year was that? 

Answer. I really cannot fix the year. It was at least two or three years ago. I am 
satisfied it was while General Crittenden was in command of tho military. . 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Was the colored man making a democratic speech ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; a colored man from Tennessee, whose name, I think, was Williams. 
That is what I heard ; I was not present. 

Question. He attempted to make a democratic speech ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. That was several years ago. I know of several colored men about 
Montgomery who are democrats, and I have never known of their being interrupted or 
interfered with at all. I know there is one there now in the service of some officers at 
the State-house. Ca?sar Shorter, I think, is the name they call him ; I believe he used 
to belong to Governor Shorter. He has been known among democrats and republicans, 
white and colored, as a democrat. Levi Floyd is another colored democrat. He was 
a while at the State-house. I have myself heard him make democratic speeches with- 
out interruption. The instance I have mentioned as occurring several years ago is the 
only case of the kind I ever heard of. I know several colored men who are, well 
known to be democrats, and I have never known or heard of any interference with 
them. I meet them often, and I see the colored people meet with them. I do not see 
that the treatment extended to them difibrs from the treatment extended to colored 
people who are republicans. 
Bp Mr. BuciiLEY : 

Question. What effect do you think the riot at Eutaw last fall had on the republican 
vote of that county ? 

Answer. What I may say on that point is, of course, only a matter of opinion ; but I 
do not entertain a doubt about the effect which that riot had. I base my opinion upon 
what I heard as occurring there, as well as on a comparison of the results of the elec- 
tion in that part of the State with the results in my own portion of the State. 

Question. Compared, for instance, with the county of Lowndes? 

Answer. Yes, sir, or Montgomery. I know there was no portion of the State in which 
the contest on the x^art of the democrats was, within legitimate bounds, conducted 
with more energy and ability than it was in and around Montgomery. The central 
democratic committee had Montgomery as their headquarters. General Clanton, a 
very efficient, energetic, and influential man, resides there. He was indefatigable in 
his eflbrts. No man, I think, ever acquitted himself with more credit in laboring for an 
organization of that kind than he did. He is a man of extensive acquaintance— a man 
having a great number of personal friends. By him and by all the other leadiug demo- 
crats of that region every legitimate political agency for securing success was brought 
into requisition. No extraordinary violence or outrage was resorted to so far as I kuow. 
The result in Montgomery, as well as in Lowndes, Bullock, and Barbour — large coun- 
ties — was eminently favorably to the republicans in spite of the powerful efforts which 
had been made by the ablest democrats in the State to make an imi)ression upon tho 
rep u Hi can voters. 

Question. In those counties you increased the republican vote ? 

Answer. We either held our own or increased our vote. But in Western Alabama, 
where 1 feel certain that the democrats, if they confined themselves within legitimate 
bounds, had not advantages equal to those of the democrats in the portion of the 
State Avhere I reside, there was an immense, an extraordinary, an unprecedented fall- 
ing off in the republican vote, which, so iar as I know, cannot be accounted for except 
by attributing it to intimidation resulting from tho demonstrations nicvle in that part 
of the State, at Eutaw and Livingston, and other demonstrations of violence and out- 
rage toward those who adhered firmly to the republican party. 
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Qiustion. Then I infer you do not agree "with Governor Lindsay in this statement 
which appears in his testimony : 

'"Xow, I am positively informed, and so believe, that the riot at Eutaw injured us 
in Greene County not fewer that live hundred votes." 

He says again : 

"I inn satisfied that the majority for the democratic ticket in Greene County would 
have been five hundred more had the riot not occurred." 

Answer. I think that any ojiinion of that kind is utterly incredible and irrational; I 
do not think it has a i)article of ground, either in fact or in reason. 

QuesUon. What do you think "would have been the result of the last State election 
had every one felt free to vote as he desired ? 

Answer. I think there would have been a large republican majority in the State. I 
am }>erfectly convinced that a large majority of the legal voters of Alabama were then, 
and are now, of the republican faith. 

QueHi'wn. Were you in Montgomery at the time Governor Smith filed a bill to obtain 
an injunction staying a declaration of the result of the election for governor until the 
legislature could provide by law for a contest ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I was not there when the bill was filed ; I was attending court either 
in Barbour or Eussell County. I got home a few days after the bill had been framed, 
and after it had been submitted to a circuit judge for an injunction. He had refused 
the irijunetion ; and then the lull had been handed to a supreme court judge. Under 
our law it could not go to a supreme c(mrt judge until it had first been presented to a 
circuit judge or chancellor, and refused by him. The bill was in the hands of the 
supreme court judge when I got home. At tliat time Governor Smith stated to me that 
he had commenced a suit, and iisked me if I would take part with his other counsel, 
White ami Parsons, in the management of the case for him. 

(Jnc^'ion. Did you become one of the counsel ? 

Answer. Yes, sir : 1 was employed under those circumstances. The bill was imme- 
diately sent for, before it had been acted on by the judge. Governor Smith said he 
wished to know my opinion whether it was good in law, and could be sustained. I 
examir.ed the bill carefully, and had not a doubt then upon investigation, nor have I 
ever had, nor have I now, about the right of CJovernor Smith to the injunction applied 
for and o))tained in the case. 

Question. Was the injunction against the supreme legislative authority of the State 
government, as hns lieen stated here sev<Tal times in evidence, or was it against a min- 
isterial olfieer iierforming a ministerial duty ? 

Anfiwer. There has bt^en a total injsrei)resentation of thi^ bill and the ]irineiple on 
which it ri'sted. The bill was not for an injunction upon the legislature. Nothing of 
the sort was scuight or asked for: no idea of that kind was entertained by thosi^ who 
frame<l or sustained the bill. That bill, as tiled by Governor Smith, asserted in sub- 
stance that he was. and had been lor some time past, the governor of the State: that 
he had becni a candidate for rei'lection ; that Robert Lindsny was the opposing candi- 
date, and that William II. Smith liad, in fact, been reelected, but that by force, frau<l, 
intimidation, and other unlawful means, the returns of the election, as made by 
the returning officers to the secretary of State, showed a small majority in favor of 
Lindsay, and against Governor Smith, whereas, in truth and in fact. Governor Smith 
had been reelected, and but for this fratnl, intimidation, and unlawful violence the 
returns would have shown th^t he was reelected. He stated further in his bill that 
Lindsay was insolvent. The l)ill was framed upon the idea of invoking an injunction 
to prevent irre}tarable injury to one who was in possession of i)roperty and claimed 
title to it. . ' 

By Mr. Blair: 

Question. Do you consider that office property down there ? 

Ansicer. An office is a public trust ; but, although it is a public trust, it is clearly the 
private property of the incumbent. The authoi'ities for this position are fouiid in 
Warmock vs. Ilolloway, 2 Alabama Reports. An* office is as much private i)roperty as 
a hat or a coat or any other proj>erty. 

Qutsiion. What bearing had Lindsay's insolvency upon the question ? 

Answer. I will state the bearing which it had upon the question. In many cases you 
are not entitled to an injunction, (which is a preventive remedy,) unless you show that 
irreparable injury will result to you in the absence of an injunction. The injunction 
is to prevent the irreparable injury. Now, Governor Smith in filing that bill says in 
substance : "1 am in i)ossession of the office rightfully and legally ; I am reelected to 
it lawfully and in*operly; but, by fraud, intimidation, and violence, the returns of the 
election have been made to bear a complexion against me by a small majority." He 
says, further, that under a provision of the constitution of the State a ministerial dnty 
is assigned to the presiding officer of the senate in reference to these returns made to 
the secretary of state ; that is, to open and publish them in the presence of the majority 
of both branches of the general assembly. ' Now, the theory of the bill was this : If this 
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ministerial duty, assigned' by the constitution to the presiding officer of the senate — 
that is, the opening and publishing of these returns— is performed by him, it will be 
entered upon the journals of the two houses, and there will be a prima facie right or 
title in favor of Lindsay, which will enable him to get temporary possession of this 
office. This Avill certainly be so, because, under the circumstances, there can be no 
contest of the election of governor except before a joint convention of tho two houses, 
and that cannot be had until after a law has been passed providing for it ; and no law 
of that kind has ever been passed. Governor Smith's bill stated substantially, " I have 
no remedy at law to make a contest. I lose the temporary possession of this office, to 
which I am lawfully entitled, if this ministerial duty assigned by the constitution to 
this officer is allowed to be ijerfornied by him; he will dispossess me temporarily of the 
office, the salary of which is §4,000 a year. This insolvent claimant will pocket the 
salary for the time he holds possession ; and though I may afterward establish my title 
to tlie office with perfect clearness, I never can get out of the pocket of this insolvent 
the money which he will have drawn in the mean time, during his possession of the 
offiQe. To that extent I shall be irreparably injured." On that theory Governor Smith 
called upon the chancellor to say, " Hold things as they are ; prevent the performance 
of this ministerial duty until the legislature shall pass a law, as the constitution 
requires them to do, prescribing the manner of conducting the contest of an election 
for governor." 

Question. Do you not think that if Governor Smith had established his right to that 
office, his right would have related back to the time when his other official term 
expired, and that he would have been entitled to his salary, no matter whether it had 
been drawn by Lindsay or not ? 

Answer. The view which your question implies is partly right and partly wrong. I 
know that the right of Governor Smith, when established, w^ouldhave related back to 
the beginning of the official term ; but if, in the mean time, Lindsay had been in the 
office and drawn the salary according to law, Governor Smith could not have drawn 
it from the treasury again. Hence, his only chance ilnder the law of the land to obtain 
the salary for that portion of the official term, would be for Governor Smith to sue 
Lindsay for the recovery of money had and received. 

Question. Then the practice in your State is diffi^rent from what it is anywhere else. 
A successful contestant for a scat in Congress draws pay from the beginning of tho 
official term. 

Answer. That results from the exercise by the legislature of its legislative power. A 
legislative body has, in such a matter, a discretion, which cannot be claimed by a court 
of justice. The legislature of Alabama, I admit, might have passed, if they had chosen 
to do so, an act giving Governor Smith his salary for the time for which Lindsay had 
pocketed the money while ho held possession of the office. I admit, tho legislature 
might have done so. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool :) 
Question. Would not that have resulted in a loss to the State? 

Ansiver. That would have involved a loss to the State. Lindsay and Smith would 
both have been paid for one and the same period of time. But, mark you. Governor 
Smith, if he established his right to the office, had a fixed legal right to the salary, 
which did not deijend on whether the legislature passed an act allowing it to him or 
not. , 

By Mr. Blaik : 

Question. As a matter of law, if he established his right, that right related back to a 
certain date? 
Answer. Certainly. 

Question. He was entitled then, as a matter of law, to the salary for the whole term ; 
and if in the mean time the proper paying officer of the State had allowed Lindsay to, 
draw his salary, was not that officer, if any one, responsible for paying the -v^tong man ? 

Answer. No, sir ; the law is directly the reverse. If the returns had been opened and 
])ublished, and Lindsay had been entered on the journals as elected, and afterward had 
drawn upon the proper officer for his salary, and that proper officer had refused to pay 
it, Lindsay could, by mandamus, have compelled him to pay it. 

Mr. BL.VIII. I know he could. 

Witness. If the officer had paid him, with or without a mandamus, Lindsay's receipt 
for the salary would have been a complete discharge of the State officer who paid it, 
and a complete discharge of the liability of the State, whether to Smith or anybody 
else. I desire to say again that the injunction was not against the legislature, but was 
against the presiding officer of the Senate, to prevent him from performing the minis- 
terial duty assigned to him by section 3 of article 5 of the State constitution, which 
reads as follows : 

*^The returns of every election for the officers named in the preceding section shall 
be sealed up and transmitted to the seat of government by the returning officers, 



ALABAMA. 



499 



directed to the presiding officer of the senate, who, during the first week of the session, 
sliiill open and publish the same in the presence of a majority of the members of tlie 
general assembly. The person having the highest number of votes shall be declared 
duly elected; but if two or more shall be the highest and equal in votes for the sarnie 
office, one of them shall be chosen by the joint vote of both houses. Contested elections 
for executive offices shall be determined by both houses of the general assembly in such 
manner as shall be prescribed by law." 

Now, this injunction of Governor Smith was simply to restrain the presiding officer 
of the senate from performing this ministerial duty of opening and publishing the 
returns in the presence of the two houses. The object was by the injunction to hold 
things in the condition in which they were before the opening and publishing of the 
returns, until a law could be passed which never had been — the law required by that 
section — prescribing the manner in which the contest for an executive office should be 
carried on. We have no law of that kind ; that part of the constitution is not self- 
executing, and it has not been executed by the legislature, as is shown in the bill. 

The injunction was granted at the instance of one in possession of property — private 
property. Although an office is a public trust, yet it is the private property of the 
incumbent, as much so as any other property which is capable of ownership, and it caii 
be x)rotected i)recisely to the same extent and by the same rules of law by which the 
possessor of any other kind of property may protect it from irreparable injury. 

By ]Mr. Buckley : 
Quesiio7t. Have you authorities in support of that position? 

AmiccT. There are authorities in abundance ; and if I had had any idea that I was to be 
examined on this point I would have brought them here. 

The Ciiair:^ian, (Mr. Pool.) There is no authority to the contrary. The principle 
is laid down in Blackstone. 

Witness. No ; there are no opposing authorities. If this had been any other kind 
of property than a public office there never would have been any misconception about 
it, unless it might have grown out of that blinding ettect which party prejudice pro- 
duces sometimes on the best of us. 

The l)ill of Governor Smith was not designed to try the title to the office, but simply 
to protect Governor Smith's possession and enjoyment of the office against irreparable 
injury until th<' title to the office could be legally tried. In the case of Warraock vs. 
IloUoway, 2 Alabama Keport-«, it is declared (1 (piote the decision from memory) that — 
'^\n office is as nnuh a species of proi)erty as anything that is capable of being 
owned; and conjlicting. claims thereto are determinable by the same rules and upon 
the same principles as any other contests al)out rights to any other property." 

By Mr. Blair: 

Question. You hav<^ said that this bill alleged, among other things, that the election, 
was carried by fraud. Was any evidence of fraud ottered before the court? 

Jiisu'ir. An' application for an injunction in our State is always ex parte. No evi- 
dence whatev< r is adduced, exeejjt that the bill for the injunction is sworn to. After 
the injunction is granted 

Question. The prayer of the bill was to enjoin the presiding officer of the senate 

Aimvey. From opening and publishing the returns until the further order of the 
chancery court. It was a temporary injunction. 

Que>-itio)i. Then what did you propose to do? 

Anm-er. It Avas proposed to hold things precisely as they were, Smith in possession, 
until a law should be passed by the legislature i)rescribing the manner in which the 
contest should bo conducted, and to force Lindsay either to make the contest, or to 
have some step taken in reference to the chancery suit that would bring it to a hearing 
or trial. As to the proof, it is open always to the defendant in an injunction suit to 
move, either in vacation or in term time, for the dissolution of the injunction, upon 
giving ten (tays' notice, and filing an answer. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool:) 
Question. U| on a motion to dissolve an injunction, facts are alleged controverting 
the allegations of the original bill ? 
Answer. xV motion to dissolve can be made on the answer alone. 

Question. But a motion to dissolve is made on an answer controverting the allega- 
tions of the original bill, and that is the proper stage for proof? 

Answer. The defendant, if he denies all the allegations of the bill outright, is 
entitled to a dissolution of the injunction before any proof is taken. After giving ten 
days' notice he can move to dissolve for want of equity or for want of jurisdiction, 
or upon the denials in his own ansAver. 

Question. Did Governor Lindsay file an answer to the allegations of the bill? 

Answer. Xo, sir. Governor Lindsay was not made a party to that bill, and it wa8 
not necessary 

Question. Did any one file an answer denying the allegations of the bill I 
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Ansiccr. No, sir. The presiding ofiScer of the seoato was the sole party defendant, 
and he never filed any answer. 

This prayer for an injunction was made and granted. Now what was done ? While 
that injunction was in full force, the friends of Governor Lindsay, as it was said, and 
I believe it to he true, procured a circuit judge, J. Q. Smith, who was then holding the 
regular term of the circuit court at Selraa, to leave his court there* and come to 
Montgomery, where there were one or two or more circuit judges ; and when he came 
to Montgomery they instituted a summary proceeding authorized by our statute. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. But prior to that had not the vote been declared ? 

Answer, I will answer that question directly. Here is the statute under which that 
proceeding was instituted : 

" In all eases in which it is not otherwise expressly provided, when any office is 
vacated, except by the death of the incumbent, all books, papers, property, and money 
belonging and appertaining to such office must, on demand, be delivered over to his 
qualifaed successor ; and every person violating this section is guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and on conviction thereof must be fmed not less than two hundred dollars. 

"If any person refuses or neglects, after demand made, to deliver over any books, 
paper, or property as required in the preceding section, his successor may make 
. complaint thereof to the judge of the circuit, or judge of _probate of the county in 
which the person refusing resides ; and if such judge is satisfied by the oath of the 
complainant, and such other evidence as may be oft'ered, that any such books, paper, 
or property are withheld, he must grant an order requiring the person so refusing to 
show cause before him, on a day and at a place named in such order, why he should 
not be compelled to deliver the same." 

As I am informed and believe, the friends of Governor Lindsay i)rocured J. Q. Smith, 
circuit judge, to leave the court he was holding at Selma, and come to Montgomery, 
where there was at least one circuit judge, if not more, at the time ; and before him 
Governor Lindsay instituted the proceeding. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Question. Was Montgomery in Judge Smith's circuit ? 

Ansivcr, Yes, sir. He was a judge of the circuit in which Montgomery is; but he 
•was at the time holding court in another county. After he came to Montgomery, a 
proceeding was instituted under the statute I have just read, in the name of Lindsay, 
to recover from Smith the books, papers, and paraphernalia of the office of governor. 
The notice was given to Governor Smith in the forenoon of a particular day ; and the 
trial was set for that afternoon about 3 o'clock. When we went into that trial I 
objected to the jurisdiction of Judge J. Q. Smith over this case, upon the plain words 
of the statute, which are these : 

^^If any person refuses or neglects after demand made to deliver over any books, 
papers, or property as required in the preceding section, his successor may make com 
plaint thereof to the judge of the circuit or the judge of probate of the county in 
which the person refusing resides." 

The complaint of Lindsay alleged that he was the qualified successor of Governor 
Smith ; that he had made a demand upon him for the books, papers, and paraphernalia 
of the office of governor ; that Smith had refused to deliver the same. The bill did* 
not allege that Governor Smith lived in that county. The fact was notorious to Judge 
J. Q. Smith, as it was to all other parties concerned, that William II, Smith, the gov- 
ernor, did not then reside, and never had resided, in Montgomery County ; but, in fnct, 
resided in a distinct county, called Randolph. The jurisdiction' is confined, as will be 
Been by reference to the statute, to the judge of the circuit in which the person 
refusing resides. 

By Mr. Blair : ^ 
Question. Had not Governor Smith resided in Montgomery during all the time he was 
governor? 

Ansiver. There was no law requiring the governor to reside at the capital; he was 
there frequently ; but he retained his family residence uninterruptedly in Randolph 
County ; his family remained there, and he had no residence in Montgomery. 

By Mr. Buckley : > 
Question. Is Randolph in another judicial circuit ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; another one entirely; neither the one in which Smith was holding 
.court, nor the one for whi,ch he was elected. In that respect there was a plain and 
pal})able usurpation of jurisdiction. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Qmsiion. Could the case be appealed ? 

Ansiccr. I suppose it could ; I will not say " appealed ; " it was revisable. 
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Question. Was any attempt ever made to revise the actiou of Judge Smith ? 

Answer. No, sir; it was never iinally decided before him; but he OA'errnlcd promptly 
the objection to the jurisdiction. He heard us on that question^ but promptly, after 
we were through, decided that he had jurisdiction ; and he required the personal 
presence of Governor Smith in court. lie said he would not hear an apjdication for 
continuance or any other application till Governor Smith was present; and he allowed 
thirty minutes for me to get Governor Smith there. I went to the capitol, and in 
thirty minutes Governor Smith came down. 

By the Ciiaikman, (ISIr. Pool :) 

QuesHoji. Did the judge have a right to require the personal presence of a party in 
such a proceeding as thatf 

Answer. None in the world. It was purely a civil proceeding; and no judge has the 
right to require i>ersonal presence in a purely civil suit except it be a proceeding for 
contemi^t. But he required the personal attendance of the governor; and the gov- 
ernor came. From these rulings of the judge and other plain indications. Governor 
Smith and his counsel were perfc^ctly satisfied that the case Avas i>rejudged, and that 
J'. Q. Smith would decide it against Governor Smith, no matter what might be the proof 
or the law. In that statt^ of things, without my knowledge, the subject of a compro- 
mise or settlement grew up between Governor Smith and Ireneral Pettua, who was one 
of Goveruor Lindsay's lawyers. That negotiation resulted in a compromise. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. What was the compromise? 

Answer. The compromise was that Governor Smith yielded, upon the ground dis- 
tinctly declared, that, although he was satisfied he was fairly and lawfully reelected, 
his continuance of the litigation and the contest in the palpable excitement that sur- 
rounded the whole matter would tend to disturb the public pence; and the detriment 
to th(^ material interests of the ix'ojdc of the State would bo infinitely greater than 
the possession of the office itself l)y any particular man could possibly compensate. 

Question. So he agreed to give it up ? 

.insiver. lie agn-ed to givt^ it up for the reasons declared ? 

Question. When one man gives up all that the other claims, do you call that a com- 
promise f 

^Insnrr. They all called it a compromise — a settlement and compromise. 
Question. Do yon call it a com]>romise ? 
Ansieer. I do. 

Question. When there is a controversy about a certain thing, and one of the parties 
g(^ts all that there is in controversy, and the other loses all that there is in contro- 
versy, do you call that a compromise I 

Answer. I do not think that was the case here. I do not think that one party 
obtained all. I think that Governor Smith got all the credit that patriotic actiou can 
secnri' to a man when, out of regard for the public peace, he yields a claim that he 
honestly believes to be a good one. Governor Smith believed his claim to be good, 
and so did I ; but he was satisfied that by insisting on his strict legal rights he would 
involve his State in calamities and troubles, from the violence and lawlessness of tiie 
opposing party, which would more than counterl>alance any benefit that could come 
from his holding the olfice. 

Question. 1 have no doubt that he got the credit of preserving the peace, but I do 
not believe he got all the credit you claim for him. 

Answer. General Pettus and Judge Brooks, counsel for Governor Lindsay, ])ublished 
a card in the Montgomery papers in which they gave Governor Smith great credit for 
his patriotic action. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. Have you stated all that you wish to state in this connection ? 

Answer. I wish to state in this c(mnection that before this summary proceeding under 
the statute was instituted by Lindsay before Judge J. Q. Smith, and while the injunc- 
tion was in full force, in plain and palpable violation of that injunction, the i)res'iding 
ofticer, in the absence of the senate, after the senate had adjourned for the dav, pro- 
ceeded to open and count the returns in the presence of the house of representatives ; 
his opening and publishing those returns was entered upou the journals of the house, 
but not on the journals of the senate ; and it was upon a count of that kind that Gov- 
eruor Lindsay claimed the right which he asserted in this summary proceeding under 
the statute. • 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. That was a senate which had held over ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the same one that we have still : the senate which has been recog- 
nized by the democratic party as a good senate. 
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By Mr. Buckley : 

Question, It has been stated Lere in evidence that the fourteenth amendment to the 
Constitntion together with the reconstruction acts, embracing what is usually termed 
the reconstruction i^olicy of Congress, has caused great dissatisfaction in the Southern 
States. I wish you would state to the committee your view upon that subject ? 

Answer. I think the dissatisfaction and discontent in Alabama are, to say the least, 
older than the fourteenth amendment, or the reconstruction .measures of Congress. 
The dissatisfaction and discontent in the Southern States existed at the beginning of 
the war; and to do justice to this matter you must go back to that period. In my 
judgment the i)revailing belief in Alabama at the beginning of the war was that the 
republican jiarty, by the election of 1860, had acquired power to carry out their scheme 
of injury and wrong to the southern people and their property, and that they were 
determined to do so if the Southern States remained in the Union. It was believed 
that the i)urpose of the republican i^arty, among other things, was to put the colored 
race upon tbo ground of civil and political equality with the white race. I believed 
that myself, and it was upon that belief that I and others who were for secession 
advocated that measure. That belief continued throughout the war. When the war 
ended, and the ne<^roes were set free, that measure was far from diminishing the dis- 
content and dissatisfaction ; its tendency was rather to increase it. We, in the South, 
looked upon the republican party as our enemies, even after the war closed. Their 
triumph stripped us of our property, mortified our pride, destroyed our favorite con- 
struction of the Constitution, and embittered us generally. Onr passions, under all 
these irritating causes, untitted us to perceive the inevitable, and to avail ourselves of 
it and utilize it. This w^as the condition of the people of Alabama generally at the 
time the reconstruction measures and the fourteenth amendment were proposed ; and 
in the tumult of the passions which then i)revailed among the people of Alabama, the 
fouileenth amendment as well as the reconstruction x^olicy of Congress, was opposed 
in every way that we considered it lawful to oppose them. When the constitution 
now in force in Alabama was proposed to the people for ratification at the election in 
February, 1868, I, in common with most of the whito people of Alabama, under the 
considerations and ])assions already alluded to, did all that we could to defeat it. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. You did defeat it, did you not ? 

Answer. We did defeat it, according to the latv- of Congress which was in force at the 
time of that election. My own belief at that time, as well as that of the peo^ile gener- 
filly, was, that if Congress was determined, after we had so defeated it, to put it upon 
us as the constitution of the State, no opposition we could make to it by actually vot- 
ing against it at the election would avail. 

Question. Do you believe that under the Constitution of the United States Congress 
had any authority to impose that constitution upon you ? 

Ansiver. I will answer that question directly when I get to that point. Hence the 
white people generally declined to vote at that election. Before June, 1868, I had be- 
come perfectly convinced that Congress was determined to impose that constitution • 
xipon us. I then did all that I could to calm my passions and survey the situation as 
it was J and in that way I came deliberately to the conclusion that Congress was de- 
termined to carry out its views in these respects, and that, as it had the power to do 
so, any further insisting by us upon our view of the matter would be calamitous to the 
southern people themselves, and highly injurious to the country at large. One side or 
the other I thought must necessarily yield, and I deemed it my duty as one conquered 
to yield, in the hoiie and belief that the greatest good would result from it to the 
South and the whole country. I announced these views in substance in .the demo- 
cratic convention held at Montgomery in June, 1868, of which convention I was a 
member, and I advocated the nomination by the democrats of Chief Justice Chase for 
the presidency, in which proposition I was sustained hy the judgment of that wise and 
liatriotic man. Governor Fitzpatrick, of Alabama, who was also a member of the same 
convention. The convention, however, by an overwhelming majorit}^, decided ad- 
versely to these views of myself and Governor Fitzpatrick ; aiid the debate in that ; 
convention on the part of those who opposed the views we advocated showed that the 
passions and hates which had existed at the beginning of the war and at its close were 
uiiabated in that State. Having been a member of that convention, jind having there 
publicly advised against the course which was afterwards taken, I felt bound by a 
pl<Mlge which I had made in the convention to abide its action, and continue to act 
with the democratic organization during that campaign. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Question. Did you canvass the State 'in that presidential election ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. On the democratic side ? 

Ansxver. Yes, sir. I canvassed the State, and was active, earnest, and zealous in the 
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attempt to briug success to the democratic nominees in that campaign. We failed. 
Shortly afterwards I published a letter setting forth my views calmly and deliberately 
to the peoj^le ; and in that letter I (.'vineed that my future action would no longer be 
controUed by the democratic leaders. It was then that I took what is called now the 
new departure;" and for doing so at that time I was assailed by the democratic leaders 
and editors in Alabama with a bitterness never surpassed. Several, however, of the 
newspapers which then assailed me so bitterly have very recently taken " the nev/ 
deiiarture." 

Quesiion. Is it not the negro sulfrage feature of the reconstruction policy of Congress 
whicli is one great cause of dissatisfaction ? 

Atisircr. That is my belief; 1 have no doubt of it ; and I can give reasons satisfactory 
to my own mind for that opinion. 

Qu(sii07i. Please state the reasons. 

Answer, In the democratic convention at ]\[ontgomery in June, 1868, when I openly 
advocated the nomination l>y the democrats of Chief Justice Chase, he was assailed 
with great bitterness by the speakers representing the majority in that convention, 
and mainly because of his views as to negro sulfrage and negro rights. It was not 
even claimed or pretended that Chief Justice Chase had any connection with the ' 
iburteenth amendment, or with the reconstruction measures of Congress. But the 
main ground of assault upon him was, that he was one of the chief men in bringing 
al)out negro suffrage. 

Question. It has also ])een stated here in evidence by General Clanton, I believe, and 
by Governor Lindsay, that tlui fiiilure on the part of the Government to carry out in 
g(>od faith the terms of the surrender was a source of great dissatisfaction. Do you con- 
cur with them in that view* f 

Aimccr. I have heard that mentioned among other causes ; but I look upon it as 
insignilicant in its iufluenct^ compared to these other matters. 

Qucf;tton, To what extent do you think the present troubles of the Southern States 
grow out of antagonism of race ? 

Aihsurr. I attribute the troubles of the South to the continued indulgence of the 
passions tliat I call tlie *' war jjassions ;" passions engenderi^d during the war and since 
the Avar. The leaders will not let the people get cool ; they will not let them reason. 
I think that witli all calm and considei-ate men at the South, men who have become 
cool, the antagonism of race, if there be such a thing, is not a matter that will give 
ns any trouble in the fntuve. My own opinion is that with our passions conquered, 
and in the exercise of our calm judgment, aiul an ordinary amount of i>atriotism, there 
is really no antagonism between the races tlnit will i)roduce any evil consequences in 
the South. 

(Jucstlou. What has l)een the conduct of the colored i^eople since their enfranchise- 
ment ? 

An.surr. In general, it has been good, beyond any expectation which I think any 
reasonable man could have indulged. 

QucstiofK You live in tlie black belt " of the State, I believe ? 

Anywcr. I do. I think that the southern people, including myself, made a great mis- 
take in not cultivating, innuediately upon the close of the war, that same kindly feel- 
ing which had ever theretofore existed between the whites and the blacks in the Soutli. 

(Jucstiotu Was that kindly feeling kept up during the war ? 

AU'Siccv. AVithout abatement. 

Quesfiou. Do you think, if the course which you indicate had been pursiu'd, that 
same kindly feeling wouhl have been continued, and would still exist 1' 

Answer, in my cqiinion nothing but the indulgence of passion to an inordinate extent 
could have prevented the continuance of that kindly feeling, except i)erhaps lor a 
very brief period, immediately following the setting free of the colored people. 

Question. What effect has the ])osition assumed ])y the democratic party of the Soutli 
in opposition to the enfranchisement of the colored people, had upon that class ? 

Answer. It has had the effect to unite them almovst solidly against the democratic 
party. They really fear, judging from all I hear from them, that democratic success 
would prodiice great injury to them, and would very seriously impair the enjoyment 
of tlieir rights. 

Quentiou. Do they look upon opposition to their exercise of the? elective franchise as 
threatening one of their rights * 

An>>wer. Of course they so regard it. 

Question. I desire to ask some questions as to the mauner of conductin<f elections in 
your State. It has been asserted that there is no security in the State of Alabama 
against illegal voting. Is that your constrncticm of the la w ? 

Ani'<wer. We have a statute 'which does by its letter prohibit the challenging of 
voters ; but 1 believe all thinking men understand that act to bt^ subject to a reason- 
able construction, and that the spirit of it really amounts to nothing more than thiw : 
thai where a challenge is made, it is made sinqdy at the peril of the challeiiger. If it 
turn^ out that the party challenged is not entitled to vote, the person challengiug him 
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is perfectly free from either civil or criminal liability ; but if it turns out that the per- 
son challenged is a legally-entitled voter, then, under the true construction of the law, 
as I think, the party challenging, having interfered improperly with the exercise of a 
legal right, incurs a penalty for doing so. That is the construction which, as a judge, 
I should feel bound to put on the law, and the construction which I think prevails 
among those with whom I have conversed on the subject. I hear on both sides allega- 
tions of illegal voting, and from the information I get, I think there is and has beeii 
illegal voting on both sides. My own belief, from all the information I have had, is 
that the rei)ublicans were the losers in the last election by illegal voting ; that there 
was more of it on the democratic side than there was on tlio other side. 

Question. Were the electors in that State registered? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question.' Under your law are persons registering required to take an oath ? 

Answer. They are required to take an oath, and arc- subject to penalties for illegal 
registration. The registration Inw is a good one ; and there is a good and a safe law 
about contesting elections. If the law of Alabama is observed no man can be preju- 
diced except temporarily by illegal voting. The mode of contesting elections is well 
provided for, and it is ample, except as to elections for executive officers. It is only 
with reference to these officers, so far as I know, that ample provision is not made by 
law for contesting the elections. 

Question. Do you know Judge Busteed of the United States district court ? 

Answer'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Does he live in your State f 

Ansiver. Well, he says he does. I do not think ho is there much. 

Question. He has stated hero that the State auditor made an attempt to disobey an 
injunction of the district court of the United Stages for the middle district of Alabama. 
Do you know anything abont that case ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I was employed in that suit by the governor on the part of the 
defense. It was a suit commenced by the Southern Express Company against the 
auditor of the State, and some others of the revenue officers of the State, to prevent 
the collection of the taxes imposed upon the express company by the revenue law of 
Alabama. The allegations in the bill are in substance that the law is not a proper one, 
is violative of the constitution, and that the assessment itself, as made, was illegal. 
But there is no special ground of equity stated or pretended in the bill, independent of 
these alleged illegalities. For instance, it is not pretended that irreparable injury 
will result to the company from the collection of the tax ; nor is it pretended that there 
will bo a multiplicity of suits if the taxes are paid by the company. In an opinion of 
the Supreme Court of the United States, delivered by Judge Davis at the last term — a 
unanimous decision of the court in a case from Kansas — it was decided that there was 
not a particle of equity in such a bill as that which was filed in Judge Busteed's court 
by the Southern Express Company. These grounds were set forth in behalf of the 
revenue officers, who were the defendants. During the pendency of the suit the 
auditor was brought up on a charge of having violated the injunction. Judge Goldth- 
waito, who was elected by the democrats at the last session to the Senate, was nxy 
partner at that time. We both agreed that if there was a contempt by Reynolds, the 
State auditor, it was the most eminently technical contempt for which any man had 
ever been held accountable, and that certainly there was no intention of committing a 
contempt. The- answer to the proceeding for contempt disclaimed utterly any such 
intention. If there was a technical contempt, it resulted from a mere difference of 
opinion in regard to the construction of the revenue law. The counsel for Reynolds 
concurred in his construction of it ; the judge adopted a different construction. There 
was no intent to show any contempt to the United States court or its process, or any 
of its constituted authorities. That was plainly shown. And the Supreme Court of 
the United States, in the decision to which 1 have referred, has decided that there is 
not a particle of equity in such a bill. Judge Busteed, in this case, fined Reynolds 
^1,000 for contemi^t, and put him in jail for several days. In additicm to this he took 
occasion in the course of his ox)inion to make a statement which is utterly false, and 
for which he has been sued in an action for libel by Reynolds. This action for libel 
has been before a jury once, and the verdict was prevented by tam])ering with one of 
the jurors, by a man who was well known as Judge Busteed's friend, for which inter- 
ference the judge of that court put Judge Busteed's friend in jail, and also the juror. 

Question. I would like to ask you now a few questions in regard to political disabili- 
ties. Were -you a member of the republican convention which met at Selma last 
summer f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did that convention take any action in regard to the removal of political 
disabilities ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it unanimously passed a very strong resolution in favor of the 
removal of such disabilities ; and I know that the general view of the republicans of 
Alabama is in accordance with that resolution. There are very few republicans of 
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Alabama who are not earnest advocates of universal amnesty. I have advocated it 
ever since I acted with the republicans ; and it has been a matter of very great regret 
to me that Congress has not passed a general law removing all such disabilities. I 
think the republicans have been very much injured by the failure to pass such a law. 

Question. I wish to invite your attention to a part of the testimony of Governor 
Lindsay : 

Question. xVro not even the colored people of Alabama iu favor of tho general 
removal of political disabilities by Congress f 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is that tho case with most of the white republicans ? 
Answer. I do not think it is.'' 
Has the senate of Alabama ever taken any action on this subject ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. The senate of Alabama, which is still republican, has i^isscd a res- 
olution more than once in favor of universal amnesty, and has memorialized Congress 
on the subject. 

Question. A gTcat deal lias been said in the testimony of other witnesses in regard to 
taxation in the State of Alabama. Do you know whether any money was drawn from 
the State treasury several months after the surrender lor services rendered by State 
olticials before the surrender — during the warf 

Ajiswer. I have seen that statement in a public document. 

Question. Who received the money ? 

Answer. I do not recollect all of them. Governor Watts was one who received 
money in that way. Tlie names of the parties are stated in the report wiiieh I saw. I 
have never heard the statement denied. 

Question. In what report did you see itf 

Answw. I think it was in Chisolm's report, as comptroller. 

By the CiiAiRMAX, (Mr. Pool:) 
Question. An oflicial reprat T 

Answer. Yes, sir. That report contains a statement showing the name of each man 
wdio received money in that way, and the amount received. Governor Smith had the 
document along with him in the cami)aign last summer. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Question. For what was this money paid ? 

Answer. For services rendered the State during the war. Governor Watts was gov- 
ernor during the war, and got pay, I think, for that. He had not drawn his salary, I 
b(dieve, in confederate money; and after the close of the war, and before the recon- 
struction of the State, he drew his salary in good nu)ney. That is what the report 
stat<'s. Judge A. J. Walker, chief justice of the supreme court, is another whom I 
recollect as having drawn pay under those circumstances. 

Question. Do you remember how much m(mey was paid in that v/ay? 

Auswir. Xo, sir; I do not recollect. I did not charge my mind vvith the amount ; but 
it is consideral)le. 

Quesiion. Do you remember how payment w^as stopped? 

Answer. I think Chisoim stopped it; that is my uiulerstanding. He was auditor or 
coniptroller at that tim(\ 

Question. Do you know whether there was any order issued from any source to stop 
payment ? 

Answer. I have understood there was; but I am not certain about it. 

By the Ciiaiumax, (Mr. Pool:) 

Question. Do you mean to say that those officers had drawn their pay before the close 
of the war in confederate money? 

Answer. No, sir; I say they had not drawn the ir ])ay during the war; but after the 
close of the war they took greenbacks. They could have got their pay in confederate 
money during the war, l>ut did not do so. The fact has been stated publicly, and I 
never heard it denied. There ar<* leading democrats involved iu the matter. That is 
what called my attention to it. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Question. Are you acquainted with Judge Luther R. Smith ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you tried cases before him? 

Answer. I have never tried any eases before him ; I have eonver.sed a good deal with 
him; I have conversed considerably with lawyers who have tried cases before him 
He is a judge in the western part of the State, in which I do not practice. I have not 
hiid any law business there since 1866. 

Question. It has been stated here that some resolutions have been passed requesting 
him to resign on account of incompetency. Do yiu regard him as incompetent? 
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Answer. I think he is one of the "best circuit judges in the State — one of the most 
competent. I have no donbt on that point. 
Question. He is not an active politician? 

Ansiver. I do not know as to that; he lives in a different circuit from mine. 
Question. Did you ever know him to take any part in politics? 

Answa\ He was the presiding officer of the Selma convention ; I know of no other 
instance in which he has taken part in politics. 

Question. He was chosen presiding officer of that convention on account of his 
superior qnalifications ? 

Answer. Undoubtedly that was the cause ; and he made one of the best presiding 
officers I ever saw. His ability in that line is remarkable. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool :) 
Question. Why was he requested to resign? 

Answer. 1 have no personal knowledge in the matter ; but I have no idea that if ho 
were a democrat any such request would ever have been made. I think it is purely 
because he is a republican. I know of no other cause. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Qucstian. In the testimony taken by the committee some charges have been made 
against Governor Parsons on the ground that ho left the democratic party and joined 
the republican party for some mercenary purpose. I would like you to state your own 
reason for abandoning the democratic party and joining the repiiblican party. 

Answer. I know for myself that I never took any step or did any act more regret- 
fully than I did that of leaving the democratic party and determining to act with the 
republican party. I knew the state of public feeling; I had had all those passions 
myself; I knew what an utter contempt I had entertained for the republicans ; and it 
was the hardest struggle of my life to get myself cool enough and calm enough to look 
at these gre'at questions which have been disturbing the country, through republican 
spectacles — that is, to fully appreciate the view the republicans take of such questions — 
to survey the matter from their standpoint ; for I am satisfied if you want to do jus- 
tice to any man's position, you must look at the question not merely in your own view, 
but so far as possible in his. It did not occur to me until after a long time that the 
republicans could be actuated in the course they were pursuing by anything else than 
hate toward the people of the South. That I knew to be the prevailing view among 
the white people of Alabama ; and I knew that any man who would quit the demo- 
crats and take part with the republicans would be, no matter what his motives or 
what manner of man he might be, hated and- despised by a large portion of our white 
people. I do not know that any man could take a more unpopular and ungracious 
step, one more dangerous to all his prospects. I took the step under the absolute con- 
viction that it was best for the southern people themselves, whom I love better than I 
do any other peoi)le, that I and all others who had any influence with them should 
take the republican side and should try to calm the people down and bring about 
peace in the country. I did not see any other way to peace ; I do not believe there is ^ 
any other. In my own opinion we cannot, as a State, attain peace and prosperity * 
while one-half of the people of the State are continually struggling to deny to the 
other the right of suffrage. 

Judging Governor Parsons by myself, I should say that nothing but an imperative 
conviction of patriotic duty could haver induced him to make the change he did. I do 
not see how he could have promised himself any gain by it. I know that when I quit the 
democrats, and concluded to act with the republicans, I considered it as equivalent to ■ 
resignation for all time of anything in the way of political promotion. Iknowthati 
I)ersonally I have suffered greatly by it — in the breaking of social ties, &c. Even my 
law partnership with Judge Goldthwaite was broken up in the storm which prevailed 
at the time of the suit between Governor Smith and Governor Lindsay. Judge Gold- 
thwaite was a candidate for the Senate ; and he became perfectly convinced that he 
could not obtain the votes of the democratic members of the legislature if he remained 
a partner of mine. No business connection between any two men was ever more . 
pleasant than ours, as ho himself said at the time that he desired to dissolve the part- ^ 
nership. I know that no two men ever got along better together in business. There 
was never anything to disturb our relations, personal or professional. I will state fur- 
.ther that I have no bitterness toward any of the democrats — not even those who have 
treated me the worst ; and for this reason : At the close of the war, and for some time 
afterward, in the frame of mind in which I tlien was, I would have justified myself to 
the full in all those things which they are doing now, and which I now condemn. My 
.own conviction was that people who had treated us as the northern people had, did l^)t 
.deserve much to live anyhow, and that if they did live they ought to have hot times, 
•especially if they tried to live in the South. I am satisfied that these democrats are 
>good men, men whom anybody, knowing them well, would like; but their passions 
Save been long indulged about this accumulation of wrongs as they view them ; and 
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"whcu a man has been, as I have been, in the same condition of mind, and underf.tands 
tlie feelings that are driving them on, he cannot but feel that he ought not to be bitter 
toward them. Hence I have been enabled to practice forbearance when they were 
abusing and maligning me, and offering to me insult and outrage which I could not 
otherwise have borne. 

By the Chairman, (^Mr. Pool:) 
Quesiiou. Do you know Governor Parsons well ? 

Answer. I have known him for thirty years. We have had a good deal of business 
with each other, and I have had much communication with him. 
Qucfiikm. Is he a man of purity of character? 

Answer, Well, sir, I do not think any one in Alabama would have any doubt about 
that. I should unhesitatingly say he is a man of good character. 

Quisiion. We have had as witnesses here men of eminence who have stated other- 
wise. 

Avswer. I think the general idea concerning Governor Parsons is that he is a very 
ambitious man ; I think so myself; but when you ask me as to his general charactei", 
whetlier it is good or bad, I cannot have any hesitafdon in saying that his character 
is undoubtedly good. He has bren abused Yovy largely about his political course. Ho 
has been on difterent sides x^olitioally as 1 have myself; and any man who changes 
his political position in times of high excitement will always makes enemies; that is 
very certain. 

Quistlon. It has been charged befor<' this committee that he changed his politics from 
m(n'eenary motives — from considerations connected with some claims that he had against 
th<^ Gov(^rnnu'nt ? 

Aufiwer. Well, I have no kuowledge about his having any claims, and I know of no 
fact or eireu instance that would indues me to come to any such conclusion, or would 
justify that conclusion. 

Oue-siiou, Before he turned rei)ubliean, did he always maintain before the i)eoi>le of 
Alabama a character for honor and i)urity ? 

xiihsw(r. His character has been uniformly good. I wish the committee to understand 
that I have heard a great many hard things said about him in political C(mtests, but I 
do not esteem such things a.s furnishing a just standard by which to form an opinion 
as to a man's character, for many of the nu n whom I have heard 8])eak of him harshly 
and bitterly at one time have exalted an<l nuignitied him at another. I know what 
the law means by ji character, and in tluit view I have no hesitation in saying that 
(lOViMiior Parsons's character is a good one. 

(Jt((siio)i, Is it not a i)art of the tacdcs and principles of democratic i)oliticians in 
xVlabama to abuse and malign, inordinately, any man who is a republican f 

An.^wn'. Tile ])ractice in that res])ect is unexamided ; I have never known anything 
to equal it. I have resided in Alabama for thirty-three years, and have been coimected 
S(»nieliow or other with politics ever since, sometimes quite actively. I v/as born and 
raised a democrat, and one of the lirst things that I did when I went to Alabama was 
to buyout a whig paper, giving about ten prices for it; and I was for a while an 
exeeeding lieree little editor in a cotmtry town. As whigs and deuu)crats i)eoi)Ie used 
to abuse (;aeh otlier very titMTcly in si)eeches and newspapers, but such things scarcely 
ever aileeted our sociid relations. It was an unustial thing for social relations to be 
disturbinl by the severe and apparently angry ])olitical controversies carried on throtigh 
the news])ai)ers and on the hustings. Put in these latter days, since the war, I notice 
what 1 never noticed before, that the estimate of a man is more controlled by his poli- 
ties than by anything else. 

P)y Mr. Plaiij : 
(,>fUxt}ou, What is the reason of that? 

^in.twvr. 1 have thought much about it, and I think it is caused by this long continued 
indulgence of passions, accompanied by a conviction that the southern x^t'ople are the 
most grossly wronged and outraged people on the face of the earth. That is the honest 
beliet of the white people generally. It is this feeling, doubtless, that makes them so 
bitter. es])ecially towards a nmn like myself. I was a nullitier ; a States-rights man 
out and out. I entertained extreme Southern views until I became a republican. At 
one time I acted with the know-nothings, but I advocated southern rights just as 
strtuigly in tlie know-nothing organization as anywhere else. Now, I think I may say 
without vanity that I have as many persomil friends in Alabanui as any man there. 
In fact, I think my safety and protection in being a republican, and taking the promi- 
nent part which I have taken since leaving the democrats, is attributable in a large 
measure to the pcM-sonal friendslii]) eritertaine(l toward me by democrats, my old political 
brethren. Mr. Pugh and General Pettns, who, I understand, have been before you, are 
friends of nnne, and our personal relations have continued undisturbed. They are 
leading men ; men of mind and compreheiision. They are strong partisans; at least 
General Pettns is a strong partisan. Mr. Pugh is not so strong, because he has been 
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pretty much of a republican in his real views, though he has acted with the democrats 
all the time ; and it is interesting to hear him explain why ho does so. But I tell you 
that any man horn and raised in the South, who acts with repuhlicans, has a hard road 
before him. 

Question. Does not that arise from the conviction that such a course is an abandon- 
ment of a conquered people in the hour of their distress? 

Anstver, I think in a great measure it is attributable to that ; I think that is the 
view of the southern people; and kliowing this, I have borno things which I never 
could have borno otherwise. I will say that for some time after the war closed I was 
as bitter as any of theiif. 

Question, I suppose the people of the South are like all other people ; they can believe 
in the sincerity of the motives with which men turn from the stronger side to the 
weaker; but when the change is connected with some personal gain or advantage it is 
very hard for them to believe it sincere ? 

Ansiver, I have no doubt about that. It is remarkable how much the southern 
people do misunderstand a great many of the northern people. I understand them 
now because I have got over my former feelings ; but before I became cool I rated a 
northern man very low ; and any southern man who would take part with him I would 
rate the same way, or, if anything, a little worse. I think the mass of the southern 
people are in that condition yet. 

Question. You assume that you are the cool man, and that everybody else is blinded 
by passion ? 

Answer. Of course I do ; I think I am right in the assumption. 

Question. You are like the one juryman who complained of the obstinacy of his eleven 
fellow-jnrymen ? 

Answer. I may be that way. It hardly enters the heads of the southern people that 
the northern view of this question may be conscientiously entertained. 

Question. Do you think that putting all the talent and ability of the South under 
political disabilities is an outrage on your section ? 

Answei'. I did think so ; and I will not say that I justify it now. On the contrary, I 
think the republicans committed a great mistake in adopting that measure. It is my 
opinion that they were the losers by it. I am satisfied of that fact. I know that the 
imposition of disabilities has been largely used to the disadvantage of the republican 
I)arty. I was one of those disabled. 

Question. You have had your disabilities removed ? 

Ansiver. Not by my request ; and it was done a long time after I was a republican. 

Question. You were understood to be on their side before you were relieved ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is true ; but I want this understood : Several of my republi- 
can friends proposed to me to apply for or request a removal of my disabilities, but I 
declined to do so. I was determined that If I went to my grave with the disabilities 
on me, it would not swerve me from following those convictions which I knew, through 
great tribulation, tended to the best interests of the country. 

Question. People are not supposed to be operated upon altogether by that which 
applies personally to themselves ; but a patriotic citizen of your State who sees an 
overbearing conqueror forbidding the people to use the best talent in the State for 
their government, and who unites himself with the party which docs that thing, 
which places these disabilities upon his State, can hardly expect that his course will 
bo readily appreciated by his fellow-citizens ? 

Anstvei'. I went to the republicans with my disabilities on me. 

Question. And that party placed those disabilities upon you and your people, and 
refuses to relievo them ? 

Ansivei\ Well, it is irritating. My opinion is that anything the republicans do which 
can be used by the ablo men we have down South, on the democratic side, to keep up 
excitement and passion, helps the democrats and hurts the republicans. If the 
southern people could become cool — if these irritating influences could be removed — 
I think there would be a decided change; and I want to See such a change. 

Question, The trouble is that the republican party does not want to encounter here 
in Congress the ablest men of the South ? 

Ansiver. 1 reckon that is not the cause ; for those men can do more against the 
republican party down there than they could do here. The democrats have as ablo] 
men who arc not under disfranchisement as any who are disqualified in that way. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. Have not a good many democrats of your State been relieved?. Has not 
Judge Groldthwaito been relieved ? 
Anstce7\ Yes, sir. 

Question. And Governor Lindsay has been relieved ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And Mr. AVelborn ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; a great many of them have been relieved—a considerable proper- 
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tion of tlu'ni. Speaking accurately, the class of men under political disabilities in 
Alabama is not very numerous compared with the whole population. 

Qitestion. lias not the republican party in fact advocated for two or three years back 
a general removal of political disabilities ? 

Answer. The legislature of Alabama at its very first session, when both branches were 
overwhelmingly republican, removed every particle of proscription and disfranchise- 
ment that there was in the State constitution. That action was one of tlie softening 
things which helped them along. When I saw them doing that — when I thought over 
the matter, I could not but feel that there was more good in this party than I had 
ever before conceived. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool:) 
Question. Are slanders against private character gotten up and indulged in to a con> 
siderable extent in Alabama against men who are republicans ? 
Answer. To a very large extent — unprecedented, in my oj)inion. 

Question. Are there any other persecutions of such men in the w^ay of business or 
social proscription ? 

Answer. I believe it, fully; from what I have heard I am satisfied of it. 
Question. To what extiiut ? 

Answer. It is ditlicult to use an expression that would show the extent. I should 
say a considerable extent. Every one can form a reasonable conjecture about the matter 
from the facts I have already stated — the contempt and disgust which the demcmrats 
generally feel toward the republicans. When, in the ^ourse of business, we lind we 
feel a contempt and disgust toward one man engaged ni business and have no such 
feeling toward another man right beside him, we are almost sure to go to the man 
toward whom we have no such feeling. 

Qu(stion. Have any i)rosecutions of a malicious character been gotten u^) in the 
courts against republicans? 

Answer. Well, sir, I cannot say from my own knowledge; but I believe that men of 
the republican party have been prosecuted for olfenses in cases where they would not 
have biM'u i)rosecuted if they had been democrats. I can mention the case of the 
probat(; judge of Elmore County — Judge Dennis. He ha^. been prosecuted for an 
assault on a democrat named Young, with intent to conunit murder. The case came 
on lor trial at th(^ last term of the e'ircuit court: of Autauga County, to which the case 
had been carried by a change of venue. I understand that every member of the jury 
' was a democrat. 

Question. Do you mean the grand jury ? 

Answer. No, s ; the petit jury that tried the case. T appeared as one of tlie attor- 
luns lor Dennis; and Governor Watts was with me. On the other side were General 
Clanton and his partner. Dennis was found guilty of an assault witli intent to com- 
mit murder. It is pretty well known, by people in Alabama, that a conviction for that 
sort of an ollense renders Judge Dennis ineligible to his oftice. The jury found him 
guilty; but they afterward brought in to the judge a statement that, in consequence 
of the great and grievous provocation, they recounuended to the judge to be as lenient 
Avith him as possible. Now, every one who understands the nature of that olfeuse— an 
assault with intent to murder — knows that when an act is done from inission, stirred 
suddenly by a great provocation, the man is relieved altogether of the guilt of an 
assault with intent to murder. Under our statute the intent to connnit nnirder is an 
essential element of the offense. The judge so charged; yet the jury found the 
defendant guilty. But, on the statement submitted by the jury, the judge granted 
him a new trial; for the statement could not be reconciled with the verdict. 

Question. You mean to say that this statement, made by the jury subsequently to the 
verdict, sht>wed that they knew the man was not in hiAv guilty of the ofLense ? 

Answer. I do not say they knew it, because they are very reputable men ; but upon 
the facts stated in their recommendation the la^v entitled the defendant to an acquittal. 

Question. And the judge so charged them ? 

Answer. The judge told them that to make out the offense of an assault with intent 
to commit murder, it was essential that it should be proved as a matter of fact that 
■the specilic intent,^ to commit murder existed in the mind of the defendant when he 
fired the pistol. The jury were out a long time — a day or two : and finally they brought 
in a verdict, and followed it up with that statement. 

Question. Who requested Judge Luther K. Smith to resign? 

Answer. I think I saw in a newspaper that it was requested by a meeting of the 
people in the county wiiere he lived; the request may have been made, for aught I 
know, from other sources. 

Question. What reason did they give for that request ? 

Answa-. T forget about that. I read the statement in a newspaper. 

Question. Was it a democratic meeting? 

Answer. I do not think it professed to be a democratic meeting : but I have no doubt, 
myself, that those who took part in it were all democrats. 
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By Mr. Blvir : 
Question, You do not know it ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not know it. I know, however, that Judge Smith stands very 
high with the republicans ; I do not know any man who has a better standing with 
them ; and I therefore do not believe you could get up a meeting of republicans any- 
Avhere in the State who would request him to resign. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool :) 
Question, Is the judge a man of such character and attainments and qualifications for 
the ofiSce he holds as to entitle him to high standing with everybody I 
Answer. That is my belief. 

Question. Judge Bustecd has been a witness before this committee. How does Judge 
Busteed stand ? 

Ansicer. Until he gave out recently certain indications that he was about to become 
a democrat, I think he had the worst standing of any officer I know with the people 
generally, and the bar generally, in the middle part of the State where I live. I do 
not conceive it possible that a judge could have had a -worse character than ho had. I 
see that now the democratic papers are beginning to speak more kindly of him. So 
with Judge J. Q. Smith, the circuit judge whom I have mentioned. Ho was counted a 
republican until very recently. When he held court in Mobile a few months ago the 
democratic papers stated that he had given notice that his connection with the repub- 
licans had ceased; and I notice that the democratic papers are now speaking 
quite kindly of him ; but untikthen his character was detestable and odious with the 
democrats. 

Question. Judge Busteed is the United States district judge of your State? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was said of him? 

Answer. Everything that is criminal in a judge w^as charged upon him. It was not 
only stated that he was hectoring and tyrannical and one-sided in his proceedings in 
court, but that he was venal and corrupt ; that he shared the spoils of large cases in 
which, according, to the common belief, the people were plundered of their property 
through his court. 

Question. Was that generally said of him by the democrats ? 

Ansiver. 1 never heard any democrat speak in his favor till recently. , 

Question. Had they impressed the people with the belief that such was his character? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I do not think there w^as any difference of opinion on that subject, 
among the democratic law^yers, and those best acquainted with Judge Busteed. 

Question. You say that since he has given out indications that he is about to become 
a democrat there is a change in the manner in which he is spoken of? 

Ansiver. I have not noticed anything except what I have seen in the newspapers. I 
do not think that our partisan newspapers w^ould undertake to talk that way on their 
owji authority. 

Question. What course do the democratic papers pursue towards him now ? . 

Answer. They speak of him as quite a discreet, well-behaA^ed jddge. At the last term 
of Judge Busteed's court at Montgomery, the district attorney presented a copy of the 
Selma f imes, and asked that a writ be issued to the editor of that paper to show cause 
why he published a veyy severe article reflecting upon the grand jury, especially 
its foreman. The editor, on being served with the w^rit, came before the court, and 
Judge Busteed discharged him, with an ox)inion which was i^ublished with high com- 
mendation by the Advertiser, at Montgomery. 

By Mr. Buckley : ^ 
Question. A democratic i)aper ? 

An8we)\ A leading democratic paper. I have seen other articles of the same kind in 
papers of that class. The Mobile Register, I observed, published an article speaking 
pretty well of J. Q. Smith. 

By the Chairsian, (Mr. Pool:) . • 

Question. What had they charged J. Q. Smith with when he was a republican ? 
Answer. He was the United States district attorney for some time while Judge Busteed 
was presiding there, directly after the war ; and they said he had levied very heavy 
contributions upon our peoydc, contrary to the intent and spirit of the law, and often 
its letter. They said he was a most gouging man. 
Question. Corrupt ? 

Answer. Corrupt and unconscientious : and he was removed from office, as I under- 
stood, on that charge. 

Question. You say that now, since he has indicated that he has become a democrat, 
the tone ol those papers has changed toward him ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir. They commenced softening toward him when he came up from 
! Selma and took charge of that proceeding to make Governor Smith hand over the 
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papers and books of his office to Goveruor Lindsay. It is since" tlion that he has held 
court in Mobile ; and I saw a statement in the papers that he had given some kind of 
a formal nunouncement that his connection with the republican party had ceased. I 
do not know whether it is true. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Qncsiion. How do the radical papers speak of you since you went over to their side ? 
Answer. Pretty well. 

(^hicstion. They now begin to find out that you are a clever fellow ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiioyi? They did not discover it before ? 

Ansivcr. Well, they were not very severe upon me before, except politically. I am 
not now speaking of political opposition. I draw a distinction between political and 
personal opposition. I was very severe and abusive toward them, and it struck me that 
there was a striking contrast between their handling of me and my handling of them. 
They treated me much better than I treated them when I was fighting them as hard 
as I could. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool:) 

Question. What has been the course of the republicans toward the democrats? Ha.sit 
be(m of the same abusive character? 

Answer. O, no; there is a marked dilference, as any one can see by reading the 
newspaper.*. 

Question. How is it outside of the newspapers » 

Answer. The newspapers afford a pretty fair indication of the difference outside of 
the newspapers. 

Question. Is one party more abusive toward the other than was the case before the 
war ? 

Answer. I think that if there is any difference the republican papers are less bitter 
than they were then. The leading paper at Montgomery esx)ecially would have been 
counted extraordinarily mild toward its political opponents before the war if it had 
been no more severe in its tone than it is now. It is a paper of unusual fairness and 
libci'ality toward its political opponents. 

Question. You see a marked difference, then, in that respect in the manner in which 
the lending men of the two parties act ? 

Answer. Yes. sir; that is the result of my observation and judgment. 

Question. J)o you lind that repuldicans attack the private character of leading demo- 
crats f 

Ansjrer. Not m a single instance that I know of, except npon facts too plain to Ije 
doubted or r< futed. 

Question. They do not engage in petty slander and gossip ? 

Aiiswer. No, sir; they do not. There are three republican papers in the State that I 
see frequently — one published at Mobile, one at Iluntsvillc, and one at Montgomery. 
I have already remarke^ that I consider the paper published at Montgomery as remark- 
ably fair and just toward its political opponents in times of party excitement. I can 
say the same of the lluntsville paper. 

Question. Did you notice that fiict when you were an earnest and zealous democrat ? 

Answer. When I was a democrat it was conducted by a different man. 

Question. I am inquiring as to the general tone of the republican papers ? 

Ansiver. I noticed then that the republican papers, when I was making all the war 
that I could against the republicans, were nothing like as bitter toward mo as I was 
toward them. 

Question. You were once chief justice of Alabama? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When < 

Answer. I went on the beneli of the supreme court in the beginning of 1S55; I had 
not been on the bench long before I became chief justice, which olUce I eontinued to 
hold until I resigned it in the early part of the year 1859. 

Question. You were elected to that ])eueh by the democrats of the State ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I was born ami raised a democrat, and gave my iiist vote for Van 
Buren. 

Question. VvTiy was the presence of Governor Smith required in court on the occa- 
sion to which you have referred ? 

Answer. I know of no reason, and none was assigned by the judge. I made the i)oint 
before him that he had no right to require the pcrstnml appearance of Governor Smith. 
I will state how the question came uj). TIk^ time allowed (Tovernor Smith to answer 
was unpreeedentedly short; I think that (goveruor Smith told me it was uadv 11 o'clock 
in the forenoon when notice was served on him that thnt aft<'rnuoii at 0 o'clock he must 
appear and answer to this statutory i)ro(M'(Kliiig. 

Question. Did you call the judge/s attention to the fact that he had no right to 
require the personal presence of Governor Smith 
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Anmc€i\ I did. The paper served on us was not a copy of the complaint ; it was 
merely the summons. No copy of the complaint was furnished to us. The governor 
called my attention to the summons as soon as it was served. We sent the sheriff of 
the county to the judge to get a copy of the complaint, so that we might jircpare our 
answer. The sheriff saw the judge, who stated, as the sheriff reported to us, that 
Judge Brooks, one of the counsel for Lindsay, had the complaint in his possession. 
We did not know what was in it. 

Question. They had not even served you with a copy of the complaint ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; and neither luyself nor Governor Smith ever saw a copy of it till 
after the hour for the hearing arrived, when Judge Smith went on tho bench, called 
the slieriff to him, and handed to him from the bench a copy of the complfrtnt. The 
sheriff served it on me there. I got up and asked for a continuance, stating the facts 
I have stated to you. I said, "Your honor knows that the sheriff was after you to get 
a copy of the complaint and did not get it, but you -referred him to Judge Brooks. 
Judge Brooks says we did not get it from him ; and we have had no opi)ortunity to see 
the complaint. We now obtain it for the first time. I ask for a continuance." He 
said he would not grant it, but would allow me thirty minutes to have the governor 
personally present in court. I stated that he had no right to require the governor's 
presence in court. He said he would not allow us time, but would go right ahead with 
the case unless I would have the governor th^re in court in thirty minutes. I went to 
the capitol, and lie came down with me. We, of course, had no answer prepared. A 
demurrer was partly written ont. I stated my objections to the jurisdiction on the face of 
the complaint, while my associate was preparing the demurrer ; and Avhilc he was arguing 
the demurrer, I wrote the answer. I am satisfied that, if we had not taken up time in 
that way by speaking, we would have had no opportunity to file either an answer or 
a demurrer. 

Question. You had to consume the time of the court by speaking, in order to get time 
to prepare a demurrer and an answer ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you ever know a court to require the personal appearance of a defend- 
ant in a civil suit except on an action for contempt ? 
Answer. No, sir; neither before nor since, 
Qu£siion. Was there any allegation of contempt in this case ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. What reason did the judge give for insisting on the personal presence of 
Governor Smith ? 

Answer. He did not give any. I wanted to know the reason, but could not find 
out any. 

Question. Was there a high state of excitement there at that time ? 

Answer. It was terrible. It was the highest state of excitement I ever saw in my life. 

Question. Which party manifested excitement ? 

Ansxver. Well, tho democrats, of course. 

Question. Was there any excitement among the republicans ? 

Ansiver. There was that excitement whioh is the result of a knowledge and an inspec- • 
tion of excitement on the other side. When I went into the court-house at the time 
of the hearing I went alone ; the other counsel for Governor Smith were not along 
when I first went in. There was a large crowd in the court-house ; and of course there 
were some republicans, but the largest part of the crowd that I knew were democrats. 
And I noticed one thing that I never noticed before, a crowd of men — nearly all of them 
young men — occupied at the first session of the court, the part of the court-house nearly . 
behind me. Then at the session after the expiration of the thirty minutes, I noticed 
that they were there again ; and they remained ther«. They were strangers to me. I 
did not know a solitary one of them. 

Question. How many of them were there ? 

Answei\ I should suppose there were not less than thirty ; they were apparently in 
a compact body. 

Question. Yon saw this compact body of strange young men 1 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. Every one of them was a stranger to me. That is what arrested ^ 
my attention. 

Question. They occui^ied that portion of the court-room just behind you ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And when you went into the court-room after the expira^iion of the thirty 
minutes' recess, you observed the same thing? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. The same body of men ! 

Answer. Yes, sir J the same faces. 

Question. And they occupied places behind you t 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were they armed ? 

Amtver. I do not know ; I did not see any arms. 
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Qucsfioih Have you learned since where they came from ? 

Ann^rer. No, sir. I a^'te^^yards asked several persons whether they noticed it. Some 
did and some did not. Those who said they noticed it, said that the young men were 
strangers to them. 

QtHst'iO)i. Ls it your impression that those i^eople belonged to any organization that 
had come to take part in that controversy f 

Ausim-. Well, it certainly was a very remarkable thing. 
Qncsiion. What w^as the impression in the community < 

Ansivcr. I do not know. I did not talk with enough to get the impression of the 
community. My own impression was that they were there from the interest they felt 
or intended to take in that particular case. 

QuesiioiL Were there manifestations of threatened violence? 

Ansice?'. Xo other than that these young men were evidently in a position to do what 
they might have desired. I had my own idea about it; but that was all. I had 
nuUiing to go upon but the remarkable fact of a collection of young men of that num- 
ber jiirimddh d together in one particular place in the court-lxouse, with not a single 
fac(^ that I had ever seen before, S(^ far as I know or believe, and that they should have 
maintained that i)osition steadily. 

liy ^Ir. BucKLF.Y : 
Qiusliou. Have you been living in that county a long time? 
Ausiccr. I removed th(^re in 1S52, and have been living there ever since 

Uy the Chairman, (Mr. Pool:) 
i)iu>stio7L Yon know generally the citizens of that community? 
^iufiU'cr. I know them well. 

(JacstioiL You think that these men did not belong there' 

lam satisCied that they did not live in that community. 

(Jinalio)). Were tlicre manifestations of threatened violence generally about the city 
in < (uinection witli tliis matter f 

Ansircj: Vov several days the governor had the military, and the sheriff and his 
l)osse, guarding his ohice at the capitol. 

By Mr. Bixxley: 

Qiu.stion. Did the military go at the request of the sheriff as the sheriff's posse? 

Aiisiccr. Y( s, sir. I understood the sherilf took them down himself There was an 
ap]>ridirnsioii that possession would bo taken of the governor's office by force or 
\iohMiee. 

o?/(.s-//oj?. From the manifestations you saw do you think the apprehension was well 
ibmuled i 

A)i:^uu')\ i\Iy own opinion, as I stated it to the governor, was that there were very 
goo<l grounds for ai)prehending violence. I founded this opinion on the appearance 
<l('meanor of men and tho ])resence of strangers, a good many of them young men, 
v> ]io wrre not tlx-re on any business that I could imagine. There was, i^erhtips, a 
meeting of the Masonic lodge or some other public assemblage in Montgomery at that 
tinu^. Hut 1 belong to the Masons myself; and I am pretty well convinced that those 
men did not come there to attend to that business 

By the Ciiaikmax, Q>h\ Pool.) 

()^iv>i!ion. You mean that the manifestations you saw were not connected with any 
pui)lie assend)lage at Montgomery at that time? 

^lii.'iirvr. I tlnnk Ihcy were not. I saw things there that did not have any appropriate 
conneeiion with any of those i^ublie assemblages ; and those men I never saw after 
that ease was com])romised. 

'Juixtion. Was it under these circumstances, while these men occupied seats behind 
you, that the personal presence of Governor Smith in the court was peremptorily de- 
iiianded by the judge 

A.n>i(i-ci'.\'c^. sii-. They were there when that demand was made in that way. 

(Question. Did the governor appear in court f 

.luhicer. Yes, sii'. I went to the ea^dtol and told the governor to come down and face 
th(.' music. 

Question, lie was brought into court ? 
Ansicey, I went in Vv'ith him. 

Qncslloa, Do you believe that the governor was under any apprehensions of personal 
violence' during this contest f 
Aiiim-vr. I tliink he was. 

Qncstioif. Do you think those apprehensions were well founded? 
A}im-cr. 1 thought that he had grounds for apprehending violence. lam satisfied he 
had. 

Queeiion. Suppose he had continued the contest, and had held on to the office by 
virtue of the injunction ? 
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Answer, My belief is that if there had heen a flecision in that suit in favor of Gov- 
ernor Smith, or if he had held on to the oflSce, there would have heen violence. That 
is only my belief ; and I may be mistaken. 

Question. You drew that conclusion from what you saw and heard on the occasion ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir. More from what. I observed than from what I heard. I noticed 
the movements of men. I noticed that men, between whom and myself there had 
never been the sli^^htest unkindness, went by me in the street without noticing me, or 
would scowl at me, swelled, as it were, with rage or other passion. As I have already 
stated, I did not commence that suit ; I was not in Montgomery when it was com- 
menced. When I arrived in Montgomery I had no more knowledge of its having been 
commenced, or of the contents of the bill, than any gentleman of this committee. 

Question. All that the governor asked was a fair contest and hearing ? 

Anstver, His appeal was to the law in the regular, usual, and, in my opinion, justifia- 
ble form. 

Question. Was that refused to him? 

Answer. He filed his bill for an injunction 

Question. I mean was it practically refused? Had he any opportunity for contest ? 

Ansicer. No, sir; and he could have no opportunity for contesting the election until 
the legislature had passed a law on the subject. I have heard the idea suggested that 
und^r the constitutional provision which has been ^ead a contest for the office of gov- 
ernor is x^roperly triable before a joint convention of the two houses, and that all they 
have to do is to make rules as they go along. But any man who will read the provision 
of our constitution will see that that construction is entirely untenable, for the words ' 
are, in such manner as may be prescribed by law." A law cannot be passed by a joint 
convention. Under our constitution a law must be passed by the two houses, each act- 
ing separately and for itself; and then it must go to the governor for his approval or 
disapproval. No law can be jiassed in Alabama unless it is sent to the governor, with 
an opportunity on his part to approve or disapprove it. 

Question. Did Governor Smith abandon that contest and resign the office to Mr. Lind- 
say under the iircssure of these manifestations of violence and to secure the public 
peace ? 

Ansiver. I am satisfied that the manifestation of violence had some eifec* on him ; 
that, in connection with the firm conviction that his continuance in the assertion of his 
rights, though in a lawful and peaceful manner, would result in violence and in great 
injury to the material interests of the State, induced the course which he took. 

Question. Do you think the views which operated upon Governor Smith in abandoning 
the contest were well founded in fact ? 

Ansicer. In every particular. I think he was right as to the apprehension of violence, 
and that he was right in his apprehension as to the exceedingly damaging consequences 
to the business interests of the State if he should continue the contest. 

Question. Do you believe that Judge J. Q. Smith's unauthorized order for his presence 
in court was made with the intent to intimidate him ? 

Answer. I think that Judge J. Q. Smith required the governor to come into court in 
order that when he gave judgment against him he might order him counuitted to cus- ' 
tody until other people could go to the capitol, get possession of the governor's rooms, 
and* turn them over to Mr. Lindsay ; in that way preventing Governor Smith from 
appealing to the revising power in time to prevent his actual dispossession — before he 
could make out the necessary papers and in\'\)ke the revisorj- action of another tri- 
bunal. 

Question. Would the judge have had any lawful power to imprison Governor Smith ? . 

Answer. In such a case the judge is authorized in a certain contingency to issue a war- 
rant. One section of the statute to which I have already referred provides that — 

" If the person complained against does not make such affidavit, and it appears that 
any such books, jiapers, or property are withheld, the officer before whom the proceed- 
ings are had must, by wan-ant, commit the person so withholding to the jail of the 
county, there to remain until he delivers such books, papers, and property, or is other- 
wise discharged by law." 

My idea was that the judge intended to decide the case against Governor Smith, and ; 
at .the time he announced his decision to have a warrant prepared to put him in iinrae- 
diatc custody, and send him to jail under that warrant, while others would go to tlio 
capitol and take possession of the office, thus depriving Governor Smith of the oppor- 
tunity to supersede the eflect of the decision until, the revising tribunal, tho supreme 
court, should pass upon the question. ' 

Question. That is, depriving Governor Smith of the oi^portunity of appealing, of suing 
out a certiorari or writ of error ? 

Ansicer, We had prepared a certiorari j and the judge to whom we proposed to apply 
for the writ was in the city of Montgomery; but I told the governor, and I think he 
agreed with me in the opinion, "You see this case is going against you, and my opniion 
is that before wo can get to the judge to obtain a certiorari the warrant will -be signed, 
and you will be sent olf to jail." 
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Question. You think, then, that Judge Smith was lending himself to this effort to get 
violent possession of the office ? 
Answer. He was an enemy of Governor Smith hefore. 
Question. Was he a personal enemy of Governor Smith? 

Answer. That is my understanding. Governor Smith had taken part, it was under- 
stood, in recommeuding the removal of Judge J. Q. Smith from the office of district 
attorney, for his improper conduct in that office. 

Question. Was that the same J. Q. Smith ? 

Ansicer. The very same. He had heen district attorney, and Governor Smith had used 
his whole official influence to get him removed. 

Question. Do you think there is another judge in Alahama who would have lent him- 
self to such a proceeding as Judge Smith did on that occasion ? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question, You say he was holding court in a distant part of the circuit, and they sent 
for him and hrought him there ? 

Answer. He was holding court at Selma, forty or fifty mil^s distant. I do not say 
they sent for him. The principal lawyers who managed the case — Judge Pettus, Judge 
Drooks, and General John T. ^Moore— were Selma lawyers, who were attending Judge 
J. Q. Smith's court where he was then holding it. These lawyers came up ahout the 
time Judge J. Q. Smith did, and Judge Drooks was the ve>y man who had the complaint 
in his possession. When Governor Smith was served with the summons he sent to 
Judge J. Q. Smith to ohtain the complaint, and was answered that Judge IJrooks had 
it. Those three gentlemen lived in Selma, but there were some Montgomery lawyers 
associated with them. 

Question. Judge J. Q. Smith was not the judge who really had jurisdiction of the case ? 

Answci'. My interpretation of the law — aud I do not think it can be doubted by any 
one who reads the statute— is that such a proceeding must be instituted in the county 
where the person refusing to deliver over the books aud papers resides ; in other words, 
it was necessary, in my opinion, that the case should have been brought before the 
judge of the circuit in which was the county in which Governor Smith resided. It was 
not alleged in the complaint that he resided anywhere. 

Question. There was not enough on the face of the papers to give the judge jurisdic- 
tion ? 

Ansiver. You know that the established rule in regard to summary proceedings un- 
known to the common law and authorized by statute is that every fact essential to the 
jurisdiction of the court must appear upon the face of th-e papers. 

Quf^stion. And there was nothing on the face of the papers authorizing Judge Smith 
to take jurisdiction of the case ? 

Answer. No, sir; he had no more jurisdiction upon the complaint on which he acted 
than a private citizen would have had. 

Question. Did you bring it to the attention of the judge as a matter of fact that Gov- 
ernor Smith did'not reside in that county ? 

Ansicer. I stated it to him distinctly; 'he knew it as well as I did. All the lawyers 
knew that Governor Smith never pretended to reside in Montgomery at all ; he was a 
well-known citizen of Kandoli)h. 

Question. You say that the speaker of the senate, while the injunction was in full 
force, proceeded to disregard it, to act in violation of it f 

Answer. Yes, sir; and under the circumstances I stated. On the day fixed for the 
opening of the returns before the two houses the then lu'csident of the senate, who was 
named Barr, went with the Senate into the hall of the house, and there opened and 
counted the returns for lieutenant governor, and declared that election. He declared 
E. H. Moran elected lieutenant governor. Ho also opened and counted the returns for 
the office of the secretary of state. Mr. Parker was declared elected to that office. He 
also opened the returns for the office of superintendent of education and declared the 
election of 'Mr. Hodgson to that office. But he had been enjoined beforehand not to 
open the returns for the election of governor and State treasurer. He obeyed the in- 
junction, stating in the presence of both houses that the injunction had been served on 
him and that he felt bound to obey it. After the returns of the other officers had been 
opened, and when he had made that statement, he retired with the senate to the senate 
chamber, and the senate thereupon instantly adjourned. After the senate had adjourned, 
E. H. Moran, who had been declared lieutenant governor, and who by the constitutioa 
became presiding officer of the senate, went in1?o the hall of the house aud took the 
speaker's stand. 

Question. Without being sworn in ? 

Answer. He was sworn in by a circuit judge, not in the presence of the two bodies. 
As soon as he was sworn in he went into the hall of the hquse, took the speaker's chair, 
and sent for the returns in the office of the secretary of state. They ^^'ere Ijrought up, 
and he opened them there in the presence of the house, after the adjourjiment of the 
senate, and declared Lindsay elected governor. In my opinion, there never was a 
more lawless proceeding. 
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Qu€s1ion» Was he not sworn to obey the constitution of the State ? 
Answet\ I suppose he yvas. 

Question, He was required to take such an oath before entering upon the office ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; that oath is prescribed by the constitution. 

Question. Does not the constitution of your State expressly declare that the counting 
of the votes shall take place in the presence of a majority of the general assembly ? 

Ansicei'. Yes, sir ; the constitution provides that the returns shall be opened and pub- 
lished '4n the presence of p, majority of the members of the general assembly." 

Question. And there was not such a majority present ? 

Ansicei\ I do not say that there was not a majority of the members, because sixty- 
seven constituted a majority of the members of both houses ; but you will notice that 
although the provision speaks of " a mdjority of the members," it says, a majority of 
the members of the general assembly." \yhat is the " general assembly The gen- 
eral assembly of Alabama is a majority of each house; it takes the two houses to make 
the general assembly. The house by itself is no general assembly; the senate by Itself 
is no general assembly. The constitution declares that nothing less than a majority 
of either shall constitute a quorum to do business. The senate consists of thirty- three 
members, and the house of one hundred ; and it takes an actual ma jority of the senate 
and an actual majority of the house to constitute a general assembly. So that the 
provision I have read means the same as if the language were, " in the presence of a 
majority of the members of each house." It could not mean anything less. This pro- 
ceeding on the part of the lieutenant governor was taken after the actual adjourn- 
ment of one of the houses. 

Question. The general assembly, then, was not in session ? 

An8WC7\ No, sir ; only the house was in session ; the general assembly was not in 
session. 

Question. Did this counting take place in the senate chamber ? 

Answer. No, sir ; the lieutenant governor went to the hall of the house. By the con- 
stitution he is made the presiding ofiScer of the senate, and under the constitution he 
has no rightsassuchoflicer, except when he goes with the Senate, and as its i^residing 
officer. 

Question. After the senate adjourned he went into the house ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he went into the house, and up to the speaker's table. 

Question. Do yon suppose that this swift proceeding of his was because ho feared that 
an injunction might be served upon him if he delayed ? 

Answer. I think it was likely ; I think it arose probably in part from that, but more 
from the fact that they were determined to put Lindsay in office as governor, law oi 
no law. I do not think they had any idea of obeying any injunction or any law that 
stood in the way of carrying out their purpose. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Would the sepate, constituted as it was, have had a right, by remaining 
out, to defeat the inauguration of a governor fairly elected ? 

Answer. I do not think they would ; I think there would have been a remedy in case 
of their refusal. 

Question. What would have been the remedy ? 

Answei'. The remedy, X presume, would have been for the house, in the first place, to 
have invited the senate to come ; in case the senate would not come, then the house, 
when they found the senate in session, the i)residing officer of the senate being on 
their side, could just have marched into the senate chamber. The constitution does 
not say whether the returns shall be opened in one chamber or the other ; the language 
is, In the presence of a majority of the members of the general assembly." If the 
senate would not come over to the hall of the house, what was to hinder the house 
from saying, We will go over to the senate. W^e have a man friendly to us as pre- 
siding officer of that body ; and as soon as both houses are present, he will open the 
returns and announce the result." 

Question. Suppose the senators had been sharp enough to anticii)ate that trick, and 
hud adjourned and left their chamber? 

Answer. If it had come to a question of sharpness, it looks to me as if the one hun- 
dred members of the house, situated as the house were, ought to have been sharp 
enough to accomplish their pui^^ose. The house meets on one side of the capitol, and 
the senate on the other; the only entrance is on the same floor; the two houses being 
separated by a rotunda that is not much larger than this room. If it had come to a 
trial of tactics of that sort, there would have been no difficulty in the house cornering 
the senate and keeping them cornered until the thing had been done. If I had belonged 
to the democratic side, that is the way I would have done it. 

Question. Suppose that the senate, as a body, liad adjourned absolutely. It would then 
have made no difference whether the members of the senate wxre there or in Washing- 
ton, or anywhere else 1 

Answer. That is not supposable. Under our constitution neither house cau, without 
the consent of the other, adjourn for longer than three days. 
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Qiifsiion. "What I say Is, suppose that the senate had heard that the members of the 
house were cominp:, and had adjourned, the mere presence of the members of the sen- 
ate after the body had adjourned wouUl not have been sufficient ? 

Ax.^ivcr. Id answer to that, I woukl ask you, how could the senate hear it? The 
hcuse, with a strong democratic majority, coukl have passed a motion to adjourn as 
quickly as I could snap my lingers. 

By the Chairman^ (Mr. Pool:) 

Question. There was no manifestation on the part of the senate of a disposition to do 
anything to circumvent the law in that matter? 

Ansivcr. No, sir. The senate and its presiding officer, until the newly <'Iocted lieu- 
tenant governor came in, acted in strict obetlience to the injunction, and as law-abid- 
ing citizens ; there was no secrecy about their proceedings; they v,'eut in and partici- 
pated in counting the votes for all the officers except those two with reference to wiicui 
the injunction had been served. The president of the senate announced to the two 
houses that an injunction had been served on him, notifying him not to open the 
returns for governor and State treasurer, that he would obey the injunction, and decline 
to count those votes. Having opened and counted the returns of the other officers, he 
retired. 

Qncsihn. Was there any need of that hot haste evinced by the lieutenant governor / 
Could it subserve any purpose except to evade the decision of the court? 

Arisicn: It could serve no purjmse, so far as I know, but to break the force of the 
injunction. There was no need of the hot haste and irregular manner in which iho 
lieutenant governor and the house proceeded. The pretense was, that it was the last 
dny of the week. The constitution declares that the returns shall be opened and pub- 
lished during the first week of the session." This was Saturday, aud they said they 
had to do it on that day. But, as every lawyer knows, the des'ignation of the liist 
week of the session is merely directory. If it had been done the second or the third 
week of the session, it would have been just as good. 

QiicMion. Under all the rules of construction practiced by the courts, is it not held 
that such provisions in a constitution or law are merely directory ? 

J)isivc/', Of course, the power does not depart because the time has elax)sed. The 
courts have made a distinction between what is directory and what is obligatory ; and 
I take it that any lawyer of ordinary sense would admit that the opening and publi'^h- 
ing of the retui-ns would have been just as valid the second week of the session as the 
lirst. 

Question. Under all these circumstances, is Governor Lindsay now governor of the 
State of Alabama under even the forms of law ? 

Answer. Well, sir, he is governor by the process I have spoken of—the palpable, 
plain, defiant breach of the injunction; and I understand all the decisions on this sub- 
ject to declare that an act done contrary to an injun^-tion is an unlawful act and voi<l. 
1 recolh^ct one case upon the subject, w hich I hunted up in 5 Munford*s Reports. And 
the injunction is just as binding upon other parties who have notice as it is upon those 
-who are actually parties to the bill. 

Qnrstiun. Is, then. Governor Lindsay governor of the State under even the forms ot 
law; were not the forms of law violated in the publication of the votes, &c. ? 

Ansicer. If you mean to ask me whether he is governor dejure^ I Siis^ that of course I 
do not consider any man governor do jure who has obtained an essential part of his title 
to the office by a breach of an injunction. 

Question. The counting of the votes was not under the forms of law ? 

Answer. No, sir, it was not. 

Question. And the announcement of the election was not under the forms of law ? 
Answer. No, sir; it was against law. 

Question. Aud against the form prescribed in the constitution ? 
Answer. Certainly. 

Question. I put to you, then, the question whether, under the forms of law, Mr. Lind- 
say is the governor of Alabama ? 

Answer. I think not ; and in saying so I refer to the facts which I have stated. 

Question. I understood you to say that the retiring speaker of the senate anjiounced 
in the ])reseuce of the lieutenant governor elect that such an injunction had been 
served ? 

Anm-er. He did. 

Question. That brought the existence of such an injunction to the attention of the 
lieutenant governor ? 

Answer. O, no doubt he knew of it. 

Question. Was not, then, the incoming lieutenant governor as much bound by thac 
injunction as the officer who was going out ? 

Answer. I understand all the authorities to be that way. 

Question. The lieutenant governor was the successor in otfice of Mr. Barr, the pre- 
siding officer of the senate ? 
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Answer. Yes, sir ; and he had actwil notice of the injunction. Barr was not enjoined 
as ail individual, but as the presiding officer of the senate. The injunction, when made 
known to the lieutenant governor, was as binding on him as on his predecessor, Barr, 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question, What is the result, under your law, if any person served with an injunction 
disobeys it ? 

Answer. It is a contempt, and he is put in jail and fined. * 
Qnesiion.'V/hy did they not put this man in jail ? 

Answer. Had there been an honest judge left in the State that would have been done, 
if the ca-se had not been compromised between Governor Smith and Mr. Lindsay. 
There was never a i>lainer contempt on the fac6 of the earth. 

By the Chairman, (Mv. Pool :) 

Question. Then Governor Lindsay is governor of the State not only against the forms 
of law, but he was made governor m direct disobedience of an injunction of one of your 
supreme court judges ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. The officer who made the count and declared him elected governor was vio- 
lating the injunction ? 
Ansicer. He was. 

Question. Was Lindsay elected governor upon a fair count of the votes? 

Ansicer. From the best information I have I do not believe he was. From the best 
information I have been able to obtain I believe that Governor Smith was legally 
elected. 

Question. Now, I ask this further question : was Governor Smith, by the action of the 
lieutenant governor in opening and publishing the returns at that time, denied any 
opportunity of contesting the election ? 

Answer, it was not by the simple action of the presiding officer that the opportunity 
to contest was cut off. It was by the failure of the general assembly to pass a law pre- 
scribing the manner in which a contest should be made. 

Question. But if they should pass such a law now there could be no such contest ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I take it that Governor Smith could contest even now if the neces- 
sary law were x)assed. 

Question. For the time being he was cut off from any opportunity to contest ? 

Answer. He was. 

Question. And by the means of the opening and publication of the returns at that 
time thejyrhna facie case was given to Governor Lindsay ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say that even now a contest might be made if the legislature would 
pass the necessary act ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Has the legislature i^assed an act upon the subject of contests in such cases ? 
Answer. No, sir, it has not. 

Question. The x>assions and hates of which you spoke as having been engendered at 
the commencement of the war and subsisting at its termination have not yet abated 
in Alabama? 

Answer. With too many people I am satisfied they are not abated at all; with a 
large number 1 think they are diminished in force. I think that these "■ new departure " 
men — I mean the latest edition of- the new departure"— are cooler. I do not think 
they could or would countenance this "new departure" if it were not that their pas- 
sions are becoming cooler. ^ 

Question. You think that this cooling of their passions has not been until since the 

new departure ? " 

Answe7\ 1 think not. 

Question. You have heard of Ku-Klux outrages in different parts of the State — out- 
rages by men in disguise ? 

Answer. I have heard of them in several portions of the State, not in many parts. ; 
I do not think that this Kn-Klux organization, or this lawless organization, whatever 
name you may call it, exists in many counties of the State ; but it does in a few. A 
large part of the State, I believe, is free from it, and can get along very well. 

Question. Do you suppose that organization is political in its character ? 

Answer. I have no idea that it is anything else than xiolitical. 

Question. Does it operate in the interest of the democratic party ? 

Answer. Always, so far as I have heard. 

Question. You believe it was through the instrumentality of that organization that 
Lindsay's vote was large enough for him and his friends to make this demonstration 
of which you have spoken ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 



ALABAMA. 



519 



Question. Do you think that the organization gre^v out of the passion and hate of 
wliich you spoke? 

Ansim\ I have no doubt of it. I will say further that from the best information I 
have, there are in the organization respectable, clever men, men who, aside from this, 
would be counted as first-class men anywhere. What I mean to say is, that I am satis- 
fied the organization is not confined to any low order of people. I believe that good 
men — men in every other respect free from objection — belong to it. 

QiKstion. Do you think the o1)ject of that organization is to annul jpractically that 
feature of the recoufstruction policy which gives to the colored men the free exercise 
of the right of suffrage ? 

Answer. I think so. 

Question. Do you think that is the main object ? * 

Answer. I think that is certainly one of their leading objects. You may group the 
^vhoIt' matter. I think, by saying that the object is to deprive the republican party not 
only of political rule, but of any force or respectability in the State. 

Qncstion. Have the operations of this organization i^ractieally annulled, in some 
localities of the ^^tate, the free exercise of the right of suffrage by colored men ? 

Answer. From what I have heard colored men say, I am satisfied that a good many 
of them have absolutely abstained from the exercise of the right because they were 
afraid of the A'iolence threatened l)y such organizations. 

Question. They are afraid of this Ku-Klux organization ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. If there is any other fact you desire to state in regard to this organization, 
or any other matter connected with this subject, state it in a general Avay. 
Ajiswer. Xothiuic else occurs to me. 

Cy Mr. Buckley : 

Que'ftion. Do you think there is anv way for the two races to live peaceably together 
in Alabama except upon the basis of comi^lete civil and political equality in the eyes 
of the law / 

Answer. Xo, sir, I do not ; and I believe it is the interest of both races that we 
should live in that way. I think we shall be mutual helps to each other. One remark 
I may as well make in this connection : You asked me a while ago about taxes. I have 
hoard a great deal said about the republican legislature, its extravagance, corruptions, 
and all that, ^ly b(dief about tliat matter is that if you offset against that charge all 
that Vac republican administration of the State of Alabama has accomplished, you 
will find that these benefits to the State will much more than counterbalance every- 
thing that can be said on the other side. 

Qu'stion. Do you, in that remark, refer to the prospective liabilities of the State 
incurred by indorsement of railroad bonds, &c. ? 

.J n-'iwer. Yes. sir. Alabnma is naturally one of the richest, if not the very richest, State 
in the I^nion, according to all the testimony of men who profess to be thoroughly ac- 
quainted with minerals and tlie value of minerals. Before the rei^ublicans had poWer 
in Alabama we had nothing like a system of railroads. ^Ve liad but a small number 
of railroads, comparatively speaking, and nothing like a railroad system — in other 
words, nothing which contributed toward the development of the mineral wealth of 
the estate, which is not far from the territorial center of the State. The republicans, 
when they entered upon the State administration in the summer of 1^68, found no 
money in the treasury, as I understand and believe. All they had to go on was the 
credit of the State. State Ijonds at that time were very greatly depreciated. The 
v.iiite people of the State were generally arrayed against the republicans ; and I believe 
a good many of the white people did not believe the republicans could run the govern- 
ment ; they l)elieved that the State credit would depreciate still more on the accession 
of a ivpublican administration. Yet, going into jiower in the State, without money 
and Avith nothing but this dei)reciated State credit, the republicans have caused an 
unprecedented amount of railroad to be constructed. The railroad system Avhich has 
l)een inaugurated is one of the most perfect and complete to be found in any State in 
the Union. One of the main trunk lines has been comideted — the Stanton road — from 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, through the heart of the mineral region of our State, and 
through one of its richest agrieiiltural regions, to Meridian. The other main trunk line 
is to extend from ^loutgomory to Decatur, through the mountains, whicli al)ound in 
coal and other minerals, whicli heretofore have been useless, and would always have 
I'emained so without railroads. These two grand trunk lines cross each other near the 
heart of the mineral region of the State. One is already completed ; the completion ot 
the other is insured within less than a year, according to the best authorities. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. Are you connected with either of those roads ? 

Answer. I have a small amount of interest in the one which is not comi^leted — the 
South and North Alabama Eaiiroad. My interest in the road is very small— incon- 
siderable. 
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Question, I suppose the whole amount owned by private stockholders is inconsider- 
able ; I presume the State aid really constructed the road ? 

Answer. I am a stockholder to the extent of only a few shares in this South and North 
Alabama Railroad. I would be willing to relinquish any day my interest as a stock- 
holder. The stock will never be worth anything to me ; but the road is valuable for 
State development. With this system of railroads, which will shortly be completed, 
the State will be in a far better condition for paying the increased liabilities which it 
is claimed have been created, than it would have been to pay the old debt in the unde- ' 
veloped condition of the State. 

Question. What was the old debt? 

Answer. Three, or four,^or five millions. 

Question. If all these roads entitled to State aid are constructed, will it not amount 
to over forty millions ? 
Answer. From thirty to forty millions, as I understand. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Question. Is not the interest of the State in those roads secured? 
Answer. The State has a first- mortgage lien on the property of all the roads aided j that 
is the reason why I say I do not count the stock as worth anything to the stockholder. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Did you ever hear of an instance in which one of these first mortgages 
against a railroad has been enforced in any State of this Union? 

Answer. I think they have enforced them in Tennessee to the whole extent of the 
property j but I understand that in the case of the Tennessee roads there was a loss to 
the State, because the roads were destroyed during the war, and because of the depre- 
ciation of confederate money. I Iiave heard Tennessee railroad men say that had the 
confederacy succeeded and confederate money turned out to be valuable, the railroads 
would have been richer than they ever were. But the roads turned pretty much every- 
thiug they had into confederate nioney ; they had piles of that when the war clc sed ; 
but that, of course, had become valueless. Besides that the roads were damaged by 
the army. In that way 'the State of Tennessee lost, when otherwise it would not have 
done so. There is, in my judgment, no reasonable probability that in any contingency 
which can occur the State of Alabama can possibly lose, in the way of liabilities 
assumed to aid railroads, anything that will at all bo entitled to offset the lasting gains 
that will be acquired by the development of our wealth and power resulting from these 
enterprises. Alabama without railroads would have been in an awfully bad condition 
to pay even the comparatively little debt that before existed. 

Question. Of course Alabama was not entirely without railroads ? 

Answer. ■'Sot entirely ; but she had nothing like a railroad system. There was not a 
particle of railroad at the right place^ — in the mineral region. The roads which had 
been built had been constructed on other considerations than State development. 
G5vernor Lindsay has now actually taken possession of one road under a first mort- 
gage ; so that you will have in Alabama, if you have never had anywhere before, a case , 
of enforcing a first mortgage against a railroad by taking actual possession on the part " 
of the State. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. Did not all the democratic members of the legislature vote for the Stanton 
bill ; was not that bill supported irrespective of party ? 

Answer. There was but one democrat in the senate ; and he was a strong advocate ' 
of it. > 

Question. Who drew that bill? 

Ansicer. One of the leading democrats in the State — my successor in the office of chief 
justice — A. J. W^alker. The bill had very strong democratic backing. Walker was 
chief justice after I left the bench until he was pushed out by reconstruction. 

By Mr. Blair: 

Question. A question was asked you with regard to the administration of justice in'* 
your State, and you said there was a class of cases in which iDolitics mingled, and in 
which it was difficult to administer justice. 

Ansiccr. Yes, sir. 

Question. Has not that always been the case? 
Answer. I think that to some extent it has always been the case. 
Question. Everywhere in the world, so far as you have heard? 
Aiisicer. Well, wherever I have been I think it has been so. 
Question. There is a great deal of human nature in mankind ? 

Ai'sioer. There is more of that sort of human nature now, because there is more vio- 
lence novr than ever before. 
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Question. The political convictious of men are like all other convictions, and always 
have a great influence, of course, in governing their determinations and actions ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; that is my judgment, from what I have ohserved. 

QneHtion. You said that in the last canvass in your State the democrats in your sec- 
tion had their able men, and addressed themselves, by every legitimate means, to the 
peoi)le, and yet failed to make any imj^ression ; that the radicals rather increased their 
vote ? 

Answer. I said that was the ease in certain parts. 

Quesi'ion. Did not the radicals in that section of the State have the advantage of your 
conversion and that of Governor Parsons to aid them ? 

Answer. Yes; but they had that advantage, I should suppose, generally throughout 
the State; for it was known everywhere. 

Question. But that was the particular portion of the State in which yon and Governor 
Parsons resided, and therefore the one in which you had most influence? 

Answer. I resided at Montgomery, and Governor Parsons some distance above Mont- 
gomery. 

Question. But in the same region of country? 

Answer. My speeches were printed and pretty generally circulated. I think the 
republicans had the benefit throughout the State of the accession of Governor Parsons 
and myself. 

Question. Generally, a man's influence amounts to something more in his immediate 
neighborhood? 
Answer. Very often it does. 

Qi(csfion. Did any others who had formerly av-^ted with the democrats in that imme- 
diate region of country connect themselves with the republican party at that time? 
Answer. I do not recollect any other prominent men. 
Question. That was a ''new departure"' for you? 
Answer. Yes, sir; it was entirely new to me. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Qjiestion. The election was all quiet about Montgomery? 

Answer. Yes, sir: there was nothing more than the ordinary i)olitical excitement. It 
was an election which excited great interest. 
Question. The falling off in the r<i)ublican vote was where the disturbances existed ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Although tlie statute, in so many words, declares a punishment for chal- 
lenging The vote of any person, yet still, as a legal proposition, you think that is only 
intended to prohibit tlie challenging of any person legally (pialifled to vote ? 

^inswer. Yes, sir; and I do it ujiou the principle of the old ease found in the books. 
A statute was passed against drawing blood in the streets of a certain city. The stat- 
ute said, in so nniny words, that whoever drew blood in the streets of that city should 
sulier a certain penalty. A man fainted in the street, and a doctor, passing by, pulled 
out his lancet, and, to save the man's life, bled him. It v/as hold by all the judges that, 
although the case was, within the letter of the statute, a violaticm of the law, it was 
not wnthin the spirit of the provision, and therefore was not punishable under the 
statute. I think that the same rule of construction would apply in this case. 

Question. Practically, how does that prohibition operate ? 

Answer. What I would say on that subject vrould be mere coujecture. I believe I 
M ould not myself hesitate to challenge a man who I thought was not entitled to vote. 

Question. Would you not have hesitated if you had supposed you would be made an 
object of persecution ? Suppose your own son had offered to vote, and you knew he 
wtis not twenty-one years of age, would you not have hesitated to challenge hiui if you 
knew you would be the object of legal persecution under this statute, the language of 
which is directly inhibitory ? 

Answer. A^'hether I would challenge in such a case would depend on the mood I was 
in. If I was in quite a pacific mood, I would not have challenged probably, but would 
have refrained in order to have peace. If I was at all stirred, 1 would have challenged 
and taken the consequences. 

Question. Do people generally want to borrow trouble in that way ? 

Answer. Xo, sir; I think not. 

Question. Does not such a law as that operate to defeat the right of challenge? 
Answer. I think it checks it. 

Question. Do you not believe it was so intended? 

Answer. I do not know. If my construction of it is right, then of course it was not 
Construing the act fairly as a judge ought to do, I should say that the real intent and 
meaning of the legislature w^as to prevent harassment of voters by challenges. Some- 
times at elections, when there is a great crowed of A'oters at a certain box, there is a 
strong temptation for partisans to make challenges for mere delay. Under the old 



522 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



system a voter challenged was subjected to an exammatiou, sometimes a hundred 
questions being i>ut him ; and while time was thus being consumed nobody could vote. 
The case of the man challenged must be settled before any more votes could be received. 
Under that system it was in any man's i^ower to exhaust the time allowed for voting 
by foolish and ridiculous inquiries, i^retended to have a bearing on the right of the 
voter challenged. I have seen some of the most laughable things of that kind ; they 
"were on my side and I stood them well. For instance, an old bald-headed man, and 
with all his remaining hair gray, would be asked, in a very earnest manner, whether 
he did not know that he was under twenty-one years of age. The object of such 
trifling was, of course, to take up time, and to kcei) out as many votes as, possible. 

Question. Such proceedings as that, occurring in old times, were regarded as highly 
humorous ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. At this day they give occasion for a Ku-Klux law ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir; but I think, judging by the ordinary rules which ought to be fol- 
lowed in construing the action of public bodies, the conclusion ought to be drawn that 
the intention of this law was to prevent the harassment of men really entitled to vote. 

Question, Since that law was passed have you ever known a man to be challenged T 

Answer, I have never seen one challenged ; I have been very little about the polls. 

Question, Have you ever heard of any ? 

Ansiver. I do not recollect of having heard of such a case. I do not say there have 
not been challenges. 

Question. You have never heard of any ? 
Ansicer, No, sir. 

Question. You have never heard any one say that there has been such a thing ? 
Answer, I do not think so. 

Question. Do you not know that the practical effect of that law is to defeat the right 
of challenging anybody ? 

Anstve7\ The most I can say is that I think its tendency is to check the exercise of 
the right of challenge. 

Question. And to check the exercise of the right of challenge in that way is to break 
down one of the safeguards of a fair election ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. The right to challenge is one of the safeguards. Of course, this 
law takes away from it its full value ; but I think it oi)erates in favor of one party in 
one locality and another in another. Where the democrats have full swing, tho}^ pile 
in their illegal votes; and if the republicans have the control at another place they put 
in theirs. 

Question. Is it not the fact that in every election which has occurred up to this time, 
since reconstruction, the radicals throughout the State have had the api)oiutment 
of aU the managers of eleci.ion 1 

Answer. No, sir, that is not the fact. I will take Russell County as an illustration. 
That county has a democratic sheriff and a democratic circuit clerk. The probate 
judge is a republican. In that county, I believe, from all the information I have, Gov- 
ernor Smith had about fourteen hundred majority at the last election. It was the duty • 
of the returning officers in that county, under the provisions of the coastitutiou,*to 
make a return of that election to the secretary of state. They never made any return. 
T,ho republicans had a very large majority in that county, but, by the failure to make 
a return. Governor Smith lost the advantage of that majority. His majority in that 
single county was nearly equal to the majority reported in favor of Lindsay in the whole 
State. 

Question. You have not answered the question I asked. question was whether, ^ 
under the previous election, the radicals did not have control of the managers of the 
last election throughout the State. You have answered that question by mentioning 
an isolated case. 

Ansiver. I mentioned a case in which they did not, and I believe there were other 
Buch cases. 

Question. How many others ? 

Answer. I do not know how many ; I have no means of arriving at actual knowledge ; ; 
' but I am satisfied there are counties in Alabama where a majority of the men who 
appoint the managers are democrats. I grant you that in most of the counties the 
republicans have the majority. 

Question. Do you not know the fact to be that at the election in 1868, when these 
officers were elected, the democrats abstained entirely from voting ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; but I know there have been a great many changes in the oflQccrs 
since then. 

Question. Do you mean they have changed their politics ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I mean the officers are changed. Some of them have changed, their 
politics, I understand, but many of tlie men who were elected at the election in Febru- 
ary, 1868, have gone out of office, and others have taken their places. 

Question. Had that change occurred prior to the last election f 
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An Slier. Yes, sir, prior to the last election. 

Question. Have there been such cliauges as to any of the officers who had the selec- 
tion of managers of the election ? 
Answei\ I think so ; that is my belief ; I have no doubt about it. 
Question. Have the terms of their offices expired ? 

Answer. Those who were voted for in February, 1868, have gone out of office by death, 
resignation, or otherwise, and before the last election others had been put in their i>laces, 
some of whom Avere democrats. I know that Governor Smith appointed democrats in 
several instances. In the very county of Russell, of which I have spoken, the assess- 
or, who is a democrat, was appointed by Governor Smith. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Quesiiou. Do you remember how it was in Greene County ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I heard how it was in Greene County. In Tuscaloosa County, also, 
I understand there is a democratic sheriff', who was appointed by Governor Smith. He 
was n()t, however, an extreme jiartisan by any means. 

By Mr. Blahj : 

Qnet>tiou. Do yon say that the (officers in Greene County are democratic ? 

Answer. I have heard that the sherili" or some other officer there appointed by Gov- 
ernor Smith was a democrat. I do not profess to have any personal knowledge on the 
subject. As to Russell County, I have such knowledge. I know the circuit clerk, the 
probate judge, and the sheriff in that county. Ware is sherilY, Faulkner circuit clerk, 
and Appleby probate judge. 

Question. At the general election in the democrats abstained entirely from 

voting ? 

Answer. I do not say that they abstained entirely. 
Question. Well, to a\'ery great extent ? 

Answer. Doctor Worthy was elected senator at that very election. 
Quesiiou. One democratic senator was elected out of how many? 
Answer. Thu'ty-three. 

Qutstion. But to a very great extent the democrats did abstain from casting their 
votes for anybody at that election ■ 

.inswer. Yes, sir; that Avas the policy adopted and urged upon them. 

Question, And at the t lectious Aviiich were held throughout tiie State at that time 
l adicals were elected in about the same proportion as in the senate, where there was 
one democrat to thirty-two republicans ? 

Ansu-er. I should think so. 

Question. Ill that state of affairs, where the republicans had the management of the 
l)olls )»y thirty-two to one throughout the State, how can you undertake to say that 
the democrats perpetrated more frauds in the election than the republicans — that more 
fraudulent votes Avere cast by the democrats ? 

Aeswcr. I do not put it so strongly as you do. I do not say that they did, I say that 
niy beiief is that they did, and I will tell yon the grounds of my belief. I think that 
a great many officers Avho were called republicans Avere inllueuced in one Avay or an- 
other — some by intimidatiou, and some by other means — to play into the hands of the 
democrats. I haA'e heard of things of that sort, and I belicA^e there is ground to be- 
lieve them. 

Question. Did you ncA'er hear of anything of that sort on the other side ? Would 
the radicals never tamper with such matters ? 

Answer. 1 do not pretend to say they Avould not if they had a chance; as to that, I 
think they Avould. But I say that betAveen the election of Febrttary, 1868, and the last 
election, changes in the officers AA'cre effected in one Avay or another, and in that Avay I 
think the democrats had, as managers of elections, secured a good many more men 
Avho Avere eitlnn- openly or coA'ertly on their side than the puldie at large, especially at 
this distance, liaA'e any conception of. That is my belief. 

Questiu)i. Is it not ix fact Avith Avhich you are couA'crsant, as are all other southern 
men, that there is nnich greater diiiiculty in recognizing negroes than whites ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, thatJ is so. 

Question. And tliat frequently negroes can practice fraud upon the election officers 
l>y i)assing themselA'cs off under different names, Avhere a AA'hite man Avould be instantly 
detected ! 

Answer. I think there is a striking difference in that respect. 
Question. Very striking ! 
Ansirer. I think so. 

Question. That difficulty of identifying negroes has been testified to by most gentle- 
men from the South, whose attention has been called to it. 
Answer. I think it is ob\iously the fact. 

Question. Does not that giA^e tlie radicals, who control these negroes, a much greater 
facility for fraud ? 
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Answer. It does; there is no doubt about that. 

Quesiion. And do not the negroes, who are themselves ignorant of their rights in 
these matters, very frequently duplicate their votes over and over again ? 
Answer. 1 do not know. I hear that the democrats say that they do. 
Question. You hear that allegation ? 
Answer. I do. 

Quesiion. Is it not reasonable to suppose that a class of persons who cannot appreciate 
the villainy of such a transaction would be easily induced to do it ? ^ 

Ansieer. Yes; I think it is very likely there has been illegal voting of that sort. I 
believe there has been, though I have no knowledge of it. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Quesiion. Are not voters required to be registered before they vote ; and do not the 
election officers keep a record of the names of the electors, and compare the names with 
those on the registration list ? 

Answer. That is what they ought to do. 

Quesiion. The law provides for it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Has it not been the custom in your county and other counties to divide 
the managers of the elections politically ? 

Answer. There was an agreement on that subject between the two executive com- 
mittees before the last election. The chairman of the two State committees came to 
an agreement to that effect. My recollection is (and I do not think I can be mistaken 
on that point) that the arrangement was to this effect : That in counties where the 
democrats had the majority, at least one republican should be appointed among tiic 
officers of the election at each precinct, and where the republicans had control, at 
least one democrat was to be appointed. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. It has been testified here that that agreement was totally disregarded 
throughout the State. 
Answer. I know of no disregard of it myself. I supposed that it had been regarded. 

By Mr. Bucicley : 

Quesiion. Did not that agreement extend in the same manner to the counting of the 
votes after the ballots had been cast ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it is my recollection that it extended to the counting of the votes ; 
thafc each party was to be repesented. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool:) ^ 
Quesiion. Did you ever hear that the arrangement had been disregarded ? 
Answer. I do not recollect of hearing before that it had been disregarded. From the 
character of the chairman of the republican executive committee, I am satisfied he 
would not disregard it, or countenance the disregard of it. I refer to General Healy, 
United States marshal. He is an officer who conducts himself in such a way, I believe, • 
as to give satisfaction to the democrats generally. 

By ^Ir. Blair : 

Question. You have stated here several times that though you agreed with the demo- 
crats for a long time, you now attribute your course at that time to passion and vio- 
lence, which passion and violence you seem to think have taken possession of the 
democratic party ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I did not put it that way; I put it with more accuracy. I stated ^ 
that I was born and raised a democrat; I believed in the faith of that party in its 
strongest State-rights version. That was when I was cool. But, as I said, when the 
war commenced there were evoked passions which existed during the war and con- 
tinued to exist at its close. I said that my passions, instead of bemg abated by the 
results of the war, were strengthened. My hatred for the republicans, and for tlie 
objects which I supposed they had in view, was increased. The passions which I spoke - 
of as cooling were those passions which I had after the war — not connected with the 
democratic faith at all when I first embraced it, nor for many years afterwards — in fact, 
not until since the war. My deliberate view years before the war, and at the com- 
mencement of the war, was that the democratic doctrines were correct ; that the demo- 
cratic party adopted the true interpretation of the Constitution ; and if I had had my 
way I would have made that instrument read that way so clearly that nobody could 
have misunderstood it. But I was disappointed by the war in having those doctrines 
overturned. That increased my passions. Under the political doctrines which | had 
oppose<l an important .part of the property of the southern people was destroyed. 
The more these things happened the madder I became. It took a long time for jjfie 
to cool these passions and to perceive even that which was inevitable. If I had been 
cooler I should have changed my political course earlier al'ter the close of the war. 
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Question. There are many men in this country ^vllO believed just tlie reverse of what 
you believed in regard to the power of the Government to make war to suppress the 
rt'beliion, who devoted all their energies to the maintenance of the Government during 
the war, and who have since abandoned the republican party because of its subsequent 
n.-sur])ations ; who, so far from concurring with you in joining the republican party 
nil'-r it has committed what southern peoi)le consider so many and such gross outrages, 
have, after going through the Avar on the side of the Union and giving their utmost 
efforts to su})press the rebellion, abandoned the republican party because of its usur- 
paiioDs since the war ? 

^lu^iurr. Yes, sir. 

Qve.^iion. Yet you think it is only necessary for a man to get ''cool" to see that the 
rq)ublican party is the best thing in the world? 

Aii^irer. Y(\s, sir ; that is my opinion. I know there are gentlemen such as you speak 
of : and I have c^nisidered what you suggest in making up my judgment. I accord 
such men full credit for the honesty of their views, while I differ with them decidedly. 
1 think mys(?lf that the republican party can improve its i^ractices; but at the samo 
time I have no idea that in the Stnte of xMabama, with the two races not very unequal 
in numbers, we can get along at all as we ought to imless we allow civil and political 
equality between the races. ^ The democrats have not been able until lately to show 
any toh^-ation toward mi*n holding this view. lam delighted to see this '' new depart- 
ure." 1 wish it had begun earlier, and had ])een backed more strongly^ if the move- 
i!ie!;t is really made in good faith. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

(^lu ^tw}L What do you think is the duty of the Government toward the colored 
men ? 

J/(??/7/-. My opinion is that the Government is bound to maintain the rights which, 
a> I r^nderstandj it has ])le(lged to give to tliese colored people. I do not pretend 
to .■>ay that the Govtu'nuieiit ought to have come under such a pledge; but when 
I look l>:ick at the course of events, I think that the party that had the rule of the 
country on the tliiion side dui iug the war became under obligations to the colored peo- 
[)]'\ which they ought not to be reproached for redeeming in good faith. What I mean to 
sny is that I do not think it would hnw Ium-u exactly right for the Government in the hour 
o+ emergency, Vv lien it was said the life of the nation was at stake, to invoke the aid of 
tile colored ]H'(q)l<' and ])rocure it by ijroniises of doing something for them, and then 
'ait'^rwards fail to carry out those promises. 

By Mr. Blaip. : 

(h^r.^fion. Did the Govei innent in fact i)ro.'ure the aid of the colored people ' During 
th'' war were then^ not numy more ct)lored people in the South aiding th<^ rebellioii 
than helping th<'. Union "! 

Aihswn: A\ (41, I do not know of any colored men helping the confederate side, except 
IV. the way of carrying on the business in which they were always employed before — ■ 
ni;ricaltural oci'U})af ions. 

rjxrsfion. Do you not know tliat the negroes built most of the fortifications in the 
Somii ? 

J;Ns»'('r. lio, sir; I recollect they did build some in Alabama ; but those did not do 
any goi^d. 

By the Ciiaiiimax, (Mr. Pool:) 
f}.--r.stl();}. They did it under coercion ? 

sir/r. O, yes. sir; they did not do it voluntarily. 

By yn\ Blair : 

(Juistion, Did not a great many white men aid the rebellion under coercion? 
Ai-sK'tr. Do yon mean in the (Joufederate States ? 
Q>i.(<<iion. Yes. sir. 

Af sict)', I do not think a great many of them did.; some did, no doubt. In Alaba:ii,i 
the contest in regard to secession an jis a close one; we had a hard time to get secessioii 
tlirougli. 

By Mr. BucjajcY : 
Q:(r,'itiou. Did you ever get it tlirough ? 

A:-y>L".'r. AYc got it through the convention. Though that nrst step was attended 
with great dihiculty, yet after the war commenced 1 think the people were pretty 
strongly in favor <^f whipping out the northern soldiers. It was a very fashionable idea 
that v/e could do it and Vvould do it. But you see we did not succeed. I think th-^ 
general idea was that we could establish a government of our own in the South ; and I 
believe that but a comparatively small portion of our people needed any coercion. 
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IIuxTsviLLE, Alabama, Ociolir C, I'^Tl. 

JOHN A. MTNNLS sworn and examined. 

By tlie CnAir.MAX, (Mil. TnATx) : 
Qna^ilon. JiidL;e ^linnis. what is your place of residence ? 
Aii'^u'cr, ^Nlontgoinciy, Alabama. 
(JU(s{'io}i. How lon.u; Lave yon resided there ? 
An^-iccy. 1 think about two years. 

(Jucaiion. Where did yon ^o from when yon went to Montgomery ? 
.hisicw. I moved from Greenville, xVlabama, forty miles below. 
(Jitc>>{ion. Are yon a native of the Sonth / 
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; 1 was ])orn and raised in North Carolina. 
(jticsfton. How long have yon lived in the State of Alabama ? 
^Inmvcr. Since the fall of iK)6. 

Qiic^fiou. In wliat State did yon live immediately i)rcvions to that ? 

Answer. I moved from North Carolina to Tennessee in 1H3j^, and lived there in Ten- 
nessee nntil 1H66. 

(JWHtion. I will ask yon to state what official position yon now hold ? 

A)isu'o\ District attorney of the United States for the northern district of Alabama, 
which embraces the middle district. 

Question. How long have yon held that office ? 

Answer. Now nearly a year ; not qnite a year. 

(Jucstion. How mauj' terms of court have you attended since your appointment ? 

Answer. I have attended tvro at Montgomery and one at this place. 

(Jnesiion. Judge Miniiis, this committee is instructed by resolution of Congress to 
incpiire into the condition of the late insurrectionary States, so far as regards the exe- 
cution of the laws and the safety of the lives and property of citizens of the United 
States. I will ask yon to state now, from your knowledge and from the infornia,tion 
received from others, what disturbances have existed the northern part of Alabama 
since yon l)ecamo acquainted with that i^art of the State. 

Ausirer. ]My iirst experience with that was reallj^ in ^liddle Alabama. 

(Jutstion. Well, you may extend your answer to Middle Alabama as well as Northern 
Alabama. 

Answer. My first experience with disturbances arose about the time of reconstruction 
and the adoption of the constitution. I then lived at Greenville. There was a good 
d(^al of hostility to those measures, and when it was announced who were the officers 
that were to ho elecrcd, or proposed to be elected, under that reconstruction, there was 
a great deal of liostility to them. After the constitution was ad(>])ted, Judge Gardner, 
who was elected probate judge, undertook to go into his oflice in Greenville, and there 
WL're a great many violent demonstrations. At the time the first one occurred I was 
not at home: I was olf at court. They went in and besmeared his olilice all over. 
They got in there in some way, and besides doing that they injured his books and 
pa])ers. 

(Juestion. Where did that occur? 

Answer. That was in Greenville. A few days after that I heard a fuss on the street 
just below my office, and I ran down to see what it was. It was Gardner, trying to get 
into his store and two men trying to drag him (mt. I went to them and began to per- 
suade them to desist from such <lemonstrations. That did not seem to do any good. 
Finally I just caught hold of them and tohl them they should not do it. At that time 
I was not known as a republican at alb I had not really taken any ])art in politics. 
That got me into a controversy, and 1 was very nmch denounced for my action in that 
particular. It got me into the papers. He was frequently whijifped, or attempted to 
1)0 whipped, by persons falling aboard of him, and he was finally attenipte(l to be 
assassinated ; was shot through his window. There v.'as a great deal of indignity 
oliered him. I do not know of any other olficer being whipped, but indignity was 
offered to all of them, and ji was almost impossiljh^ at that time to enforce the hnv 
there. I thought a great deal of it, though, was owing to the inefficiency of tlie slieriff. 

Quesiioii. Was this in the year 1>GS ? 

Answer. It way in the year Idoi. I «lo not know to give particular instances, but 
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there was a great ^eal of that. Since that time that county, I think, has become 
quiet, and .is, perhaps, as orderly as any county in the State. They have got over that. 

By Mr. Beck : 
Questioiu Will you name the county ? 

Answer. Butler'County. I think it is quiet and the law is well enforced. They have 
a most excellent sheriff, whoso politics is scarcely known at all, a man I was trying to 
get Governor Smith to appoint for some time before ho was appointed. His name is 
Perdue. I do not think they now have any more difficulties. I have not heard whether 
he was re-elected or was a candidate. There are portions of that county in which I do 
not think yet the negroes have ever felt free to vote, particularly in the Monterey dis- 
trict. I suppose there are from one to two hundred negroes in that district. From 
my knowledge of them, I am satisfied that nearly or all of them are repTiblicans, and 
thero has never been a republican vote by them given in the precinct ; and there are 
other precincts in the same county of the same sort. Some of them have gone to ad- 
joining precincts and voted. 

By the Ch.virman : 

Question. What proportion does the colored bear to the white population ? 

Answer. Perhaps there was a majority negroes. It is the next strongest colored pre- 
cinct to Greenville precinct j it is the richest portion of the county. I have heard, but 
have no well-attested evidence of the fact, of various outrages there being committed 
on the black poi)ulation. I have no evidence of it to establish it, and do not propose 
to speak of cases unless I have such evidence. 

Question. Do the colored people there refrain from attending the polls in that pre- 
cinct on account of intimidation and menaces? 

Answer. I think so j thoucjh I think that lately, since the general* election, there has 
been a better feeling even down there. I think there is an improvement generally 
there, from my knowledge. I think men are very much moderated, and there is a 
much better feeling. 

Question. Proceed with your statement. 

Ansive7\ I then moved to Montgomery. The only thing I can relate which I knew 
particularly there, except just v/hat I saw in the papers and heard in reference to out- 
rages, was when I was, by direction of Governor Smith, sent up to Eutaw to investi- 
gate the matter of the killing of Boyd. I spent three weeks there. 

Quesiio7i. Do you speak of the riot that occurred there ? 

A nswe7\ No, sir ; I s^ieak of the killing of the register in chancery and county solicitor, 
that occurred in 1869. I went up there to investigate that matter, and spent first one 
week £)nd afterwards two weeks. When I first went there I made no concealment of 
my business, for I have never gone in any other character than openly. I th6ught the 
people met me rather sourly, of course ; but T met an old acquaintance, a gentleman 
who knew me very well, and he took me around and introduced me to a great many 
men, and told them he was satisfied that I would do what was right ; and after that I 
had no trouble myself with any of the citizens .at all. I investigated that matter. 

Question. Eutaw is in Greene County ? 

Aimver. Yes, tfir. When I went there, the solicitor having been killed, Luther Smith, 
the judge, proposed to appoint me the solicitor, knowing my business, but I declined, 
and told him to have a lawyer appointed who lived in that county; and Mr. Snedecor, 
a democrat and a very clever man, was appointed, and I in connection with him investi- 
gated that matter. I myself talked with all the negroes I could get to sec from that 
region where the difficulty was supposed to have originated. It is a place called Union, 
where there had been a good deal of difficulty, and negroes had been killed, and some 
white men killed, too. Upon that examination — and that was the first trace that satis- 
fied me beyond all controversy that there was a regular organization — I became sat- 
isfied that there was not a man living in that county that had had anything to do with 
that killing ; but I have no doubt that it was prompted by some men in the county ; 
but so far as I have any trace as to any man in the county, outside of Union beat, I 
never had any evidence that any one had anything to do with it. I am equally satis- ; 
fied that tho crowd that came down was organized outside of tho county, and every 
man in the county, if there were any such, that belonged to or sympathized with that 
order, was at home, and, if brought up, would have been able to prove it. Vie proved 
by two witnesses that just that crowd was seen crossing into the county, from rather a 
northern direction, that night just at dark; and they were seen to pass out of the 
county just at daylight next morning. 

Question. How much of a crowd was that ? 

Ansicei', Thirty or forty was the- number at which it was estimated, according to the 
testimony. 

Question. Were the parties disguised ? 

Answer. They were, with black loose gowns, with something that covered their faces, 
something like quills that made them look like long, big teeth, and made a peculiar sort of 
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noise. They crmc in by two roads, as the proof showed. One party came by one way 
and one by another way, and they met there and at once sent out sentinels. 

Question, Did they come on foot or horseback ? 

Answer. On horseback. 

Question, Were the horses disguised ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. In what manner ? 

Ansicer. I believe they had black hung over them. 
Question. Were the men armed? 

Answer. Yes, sir, with guns and with pistols. One witness said with sabres. Thoy 
were seen by, perhaps, twenty men. 

Question. What did this gang proceed to do ? 

Ansicer. They placed out sentinels as they came in, guarding the ditferent roads. 
They wont up and took Boyd out of his room, and he was shot. They had ropes with 
them, that were scon by some jiarties, and I think they probably intended to hang hira, 
but he made some resistance, and in that resistance he was shot by some one of the 
party. After the first shot there was an intermission of a minute or two, as those who 
heard it stated, and then there was quite a number of shots tired. He w^as found shot 
by eiglit or ten balls, and was dead when found. I Avas told by men who saw it, and 
men of the highest credibility, that there was scarcely a word spoken by them, and 
the sentinels were sent out and brought in by a mere wave of the hand. 

Question. How was it ascertained that Boyd resisted ? 

Answer. That was ascertained by some persons who were iu the room under him, 
wlio had not gone to bed, and who heard vscuflliiig. 
Question. Was Boyd lodging at a public house f 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he was staying at the tavern. I talked with the landlord who was 
there, but not immediately there at the moment ; he was across the street playing bil- 
liards. 

Question. IIow was he assassinated, shot ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, shot. 

Question What was his otfense ? 

Answer. There are diflerent opinimis. I have my own hypothesis about it.. Some- 
years before the war Boyd, when quite a boy, was going to school at Union. Ho was 
a nephew of old Judge Miller, the keeper of customs at Mobile. While there Miller's 
sou and a man nametl Brown got into a light, and Boyd got into the difliculty iu some 
way and shot one Brown, who was killed. He was arrested and tried for it, and con- 
d ieted of murder in the second degree ; sentenced to the penitentiary ten years, and his 
punishment was commuted by the governor to one year in the county jail. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question, Was that the verdict of the jury or the commutation ? 

Answer. It was the commutation. He was convicted and served one year. 

By the CiiAiiiMAX : 
Question. Did he serve his term ? 

Ansicei; Yes, sir, in the jail. He had been, upon conviction, sentenced to the peni- 
t-entiary. 

Question, How long was this homicide previous to the murder of Boyd ? 

Ansicer. I do not know. It was two or three years before the war. He and his 
mother then went to Mississippi. After the war Avas over he came back and was ap- 
pointed county solicitor and register in chancery. As county solicitor, after there had 
been some negroes killed and a white man murdered up in that same neighborhood ef 
Union, he had put on foot an investigation. The general impression was that this 
white man that was killed had been killed by some negroes. One of them was an 
old bachelor who was pretty wealthy. He (Boyd) told soiue parties that ho had evi- 
dence showing that he was killed by white mei-w for purposes of robbery. Mr. Snede- 
cor himself told me that Mr. Boyd had made that statement to him, and he had said to 
parties that he would investigate that matter if it took all summer. Then I think 
there was a good deal of political bitterness, he being arejiubliean ; and, as I think, tlie 
main body of the Klau, or whatever it was iu that county, was in the same region 
where that matter took place, and were, I think, relatives of this same man, or con- 
nected with him ; audi think that that tended to make the hatred against him more 
intense on the part of the Klau, and his being a republican also made them dislike hira ; 
and I think they thought that he had too much information for their safety. These 
three causes, I suyjpose, determined his fate. 

Question. Was there anv indictment preferred by the grand jury for tho murder of 
Boyd ? 

Answei\ No, sir; the parties could not bo identified so as to get the grand jury to 
indict. \ 

Question. And never have been to this day ? 
Answer. Never have been to this day. 

34 A 
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. Question. What county was it supposed that this band proceeded from ? 

Ansiver, I think myself that there were likely some* from Tuscaloosa, some from 
Pickens, and some citizens there ; at least those I have seen since or talked with about 
it have thought it likely that some of them were in from Mississippi ; that they were 
from across in that region. 

Question. How far distant were those points from that from which it was supposed that 
these disguised men had come ? 

Answer. It was sixteen or eighteen miles where we had the last trace of them, I think. 
That is my best recollection now. As to what point they came'from, they were going 
up and coming from the direction of those two counties which a'ljoiu. These two 
counties join, as I understand it, and, as it Avere, corner on Greene County, They were 
coming from that direction, and going in that direction. 

Question. What efforts, if any, were made by the citizens of Eutaw to bring the men 
who had committed this outrage to justice? 

Answer. I do not think, from what I can hear, that they made any at all. The 
sheriff liimself was out on the ground very soon after it occurred. The thing that 
struck me as most remarkable in investigating that affair, was that in the course of an 
hour or two after Boyd was shot a coroner's inquest was held ; men in the town got up 
immediately and a coroner's inquest was held over him, and it was reported — I do not 
remember the exact language of the report — that he was killed by some persons un- 
known. All that was done immediately, and althougli the sheriff was upon the ground 
and quite a number of men saw this, no pursuit was made at all nor any effort to 
ascertain where the parties had gone. The matter of finding where they had gone, 
and their movements, was ascertained by myself and Mr. Snedecor sending for the 
witnesses wherever we could hear of them. 

Question. Was Mr. Boyd obnoxious in that community ? 

Ansiver, There were very contradictory statements upon that subject. A great many 
said, and it was published there in the paper, that he was exceedingly obnoxious in 
his office as county solicitor and register in chancery. Perhaps the most of the citizens 
I talked with would give that account of it. I talked with Chancellor Clarke and 
Major Webb, the two oldest and j)erhaps ablest lawyers there. They both told me 
that they did not regard Boyd as a bad man, and, so far as his official character, 
particularly as register in chancery, was concerned — for lawyers of that standing had 
very little to do with him as county solictor — they regarded him as one of the best 
and most accommodating they had ever known. 

Question. What was the general sentiment among the leading citizens of that town ? 
Did they deplore the occurrence or otherwise ? 

Ajiswer. Well, it is hard to tell. They all expressed themselves that way to me. 
All the good citizens did. While I think that Boyd was very obnoxious to them, and 
while I do not think that they felt like taking any active part iu hunting up those 
who did this act, I think they would hav^e much preferred that the thing had not 
taken place, for various reasons. 

Question. State those reasons. 

Answer. One was the effect it would have upon their community, the character it* 
would give the country abroad. I think those better citizens were really opposed to 
it. Those around the towYi were opposed to that sort of conduct upon general princi- 
ples. They did not think that was the way to do. They thought that was going too 
far. While I think that perhaps a great many of them would not have cared much if 
Boyd had got a whipping, they were not satisfied with this thing, and would not have 
encouraged going to that extent. I speak now of those citizens that I met right around 
the town. " ^ 

Question. This occurred in 1869? 

Answer. I think it was in 18C9. I am not certain now. 

Question. Have you stated all that you desire to state in regard to that occurrence? 

Anstvcr. That is about all I know in regard to it. There were a great many incidents 
*;hat occurred there that it would take a* great deal of time to state. 

Question. Proceed with your general statement as to any other disturbances that have, 
occurred. > 

Answer, After that, while I saw a great many things in the x^apers, yet until I made 
the canvass with Mr. Buckley in a part of our district 

By Mr. Buckley; 
Question. Last year ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. The canvass of the fall of 1870? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. — 1 don't know anything that came under my personal kno\vle<lgo 
except very frequent remarks of an insulting character that I do not care to say any- 
thing about. 
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Question. You say yon aeeompanied Mr. Buckley in his canvass iu the fall of 1870? • 
Answer. Yes, sir; I made sckiuc speeches elsewhere and made a canvass in 1870 in 
the second congressional district. 

Quesiiou. What conuties are comprised in it? 

Ansiccr. I canvassed with him a portion of Montj^oraery Connty as we went through. 
From that we went through Pike^ and Dale, Coffee, Geneva, and Henry. In none of 
these conuties had we the slightest dilhculty except in Pike. 

Question. Ymi may state what occurred in Pike Connty. 

Ausircr. At Orion we made speeches. The crowd we were addressing w^ere princi- 
pally colored men. There were a few^ white men who stood over in a porch opposite to 
where we were speaking. Mr. Buckley made his speech, and the only disturbance 
during it was that tliey were hallooing over insultuig Innguage, and things of that 
sort. I had made my speech under the same circumstances. The white men, <^f 
course, in their remarks were very insulting, hnt nothing else, until just as I was 
closing. I liad got through my argument and was addressing myself to the ^>c?'sow.«c/ 
of Governor Smith, when a man rode up on horsebacl^: and told me I must stop, waving 
a big stick, saying that that town belonged to the citizens and they would not allow 
that to go any furthi'r.- I just stopped a moment and spoke to him calmly, telling him 
I was nearly through ; that I proposed to finish soon : that I had about concluded my 
argument, and would havi; closed in tive minutes if he had not interrupted me. He 
seemed to persist. Mr. Buckley, sitting in a buggy close by, spoke to him. Whilst we 
were in that, some men came up and led the man off. When we went to start off 
they hallooed to me to know where I would stay, and said they wanted to lock their 
stables, and things of that sort. That was all the disturbanee at that place. A day 
or two afterward we met at Jhundridge, and there was at Brundridge a very consid- 
erable iH'gro vott — [ do not remember how much — which it was understood had 
never voted. When we got there, we hrst drove up in a buggy where some men were 
in front of a store, and askiMl if they would tell us where we eould get our horse fed. 
They said they eould not. We then drove out into a grov(? and hitched our horse and 
cam<' back, aud Mr. Buckley t(dd them what we had couu) for. They said they did 
not projjose to have any speaking of that sor^ there. There was a number of them. 
We saw a few negroes standing around, looking off and shy. Mr. Buckley reasoned 
with these men for some time, but they i)ersisted in it. 

By Mr. P>i: CK : 
Quctitio^i. Was that still in Pike County ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; that is in Pike County. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Quesfio)L Had notice of the meeting been sent forward ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 1 will make a digression there, before going further. A notice of 
the meeting had been sent forward, and I know it had reached there, for in passing 
through Pikesville I had an interview with Senator Worthy. 

Queslwu. Passing through Troy, you nn^an if 

Answer. Yes, sir ; passing through Troy. Iliad an interview with Senator Worthy 
before we got to this place. He told me they had sent for him to come there and an- 
swer us ; that court was going on aud he could not go, and that there would be nobody 
to go, aud that the determination was that they would not attend the meeting at all. 
He (lid not tell me there would be any violence done, but he told me they were very 
hostile, or very much opposed to that speaking; but that if 1 was along by myself, I 
being a southern inan, he thought they would hear me, but being with Mr. Buckley I 
would not get any attendance. Then to resume where I left off, Mr. Buckley insisted 
on it that they should hear him ; that he would not say anything to insult them ; that 
he wanted to Uilk to them about matters to their own interest. They persisted in it ; 
and my recollection is that a doctor, whose name I forget now, who had a little drug- 
store there, made a remark something like this : that he knew we had the right to 
speak, and they did not propose to interfere with us, but that nobody would, go to 
hear us; thar he would like to see. the man that would goto hear ns speak ; he wanted 
to put him on his *• son-of-a-bitch book ;" and pausing a moment at that, he then re- 
nuuked that no man could live reu days in that community who would go and hear us 
S])eak. Mr. Buckley then cann^, to me and asked me what we should do. I told him, 
rather laughingly, that I had always found that there was luck in leisure, and we would 
stan<l around awhile aud see what would come of it. After awhile w^e started to get a 
our buggy, aud some men cauie up — two or thre(^ of them — aud said they wanted to hear 
ns. Then some of the negroes eame up and insisted that we should hold a meeting and 
speak. They had a consultation but the crowd insisted that we should not, saying 
that we had the right and that nobody would violate that right; but that nobody 
should hear ns. Some came to me and "seemed to want to hear the speaking. I told 
them that I had never before gtuie to a ydace where I could not speak, and was not 
afraid to speak there ; yet as my purx'>ose was to allay excitement, and not to create it, 
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I feared that if we undertook to make speeches and did make speeches, those who 
went to hear lis would, when we left, bring themselves into such bad repute and bring 
such indignation on themselves that it would leave the neighborhood worse than wo 
found it, and that I would not speak. So I left without speaking. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. How large was the crowd ? 

Answer. Fifteen or twenty. I met a ne^ro, after leaving there, on a wagon, and he 
told me that the negroes had been notified not to go to that meeting ; that they 
wanted to come to the speaking and to vote the republican ticket, but they could not 
do it unless they slipped off to Troy. 

Question. Did that speech of the doctor seem to meet the approbation of those peo- 
ple ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. There was one old man who seemed to have a different sentiment, 
but some of them rather suspected him and threw out some rather insulting language. 
With two or three exceptions the voice was al) that way. There was one particu- 
larly, a mechanic there, who said that he worked for his living, and he did not intend 
to have speeches made to negroes, or that there never had been speeches made there 
to the negroes and never should be. 

Question. Did you notice whether this crowd was armed ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; I did not. 

Question. You made no speech, nor did Mr. Buckley ? 

Answer. No, sir ; except in the way of talking to them as I have said. Those were 
the only two points where wo were disturbed. In Henry, Dale, Coffee, and Geneva 
we were treated not only respectfully but kindly. 

Question. What was the character of the audiences ; were there many white men 
present ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; generally there was a large majority, nearly all, white men. There 
are but few negroes in that country after you get out of Pike. At one place I had a 
considerable negro audience. Colonel Oates and myself made sx^eeches together, and it 
all went off very well. Colonel Oates is himself a man as fair and reasonable as any- 
body, and he wQuld not have any disturbance, or anything of that sort, where he could 
have helped it. 

By Mr. Beck : 
Question. You were discussing politics with him ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; he was on the opposite side. He is a man I would as soon discuss 
a question with as any other; a very able man, but a fair man. At the same time 
Oates was in favor of reconstruction, though he is a democrat. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. From your knowledge of the tone of public sentiment in this State, do you 
think a republican can express and advocate his political opinions with freedom and 
personal safety throughout the State ? 

Answer. I think there are some places where he could not ; I think there are a great 
many where he could. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. At what places do you think he would not be safe in expressing his 
opinion ? 

Answer. I think there is some danger in almost any place in that county of Pike. ^ 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Question. How is it in Western Alabama ? 

Answer. I think in most portions of Butler County he would be safe. I doubt 
whether he would bo safe in Monterey. I do not think such a thing has ever been 
done, and I do not think it would be safe. Then, there are portions of Western Ala- 
bama, and a great many places in Western Alabama, too, where I do not think he would^ 
be entirely safe, though I have never tried it myself, and only speak from information 
derived from others. So far as my personal knowledge is concerned, I have never had 
any difficulty myself, except in the i^laces I spoke of, where I have attempted to make 
a speech. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Does that end the general statement you wish to make, Judge ? 
Answe}'. That ends the general statement up to the time that I became district at- 
torney. I was appointed district attorney soon after that canvass. 
Question. After the canvass of 1870 ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; just after that I was appointed. 

Question, State whether in your official cai>acity, since your appointment as district 
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attorney, you have had occasion to examine into these alleged outrages to ascertain 
whether they have actually occurred. 

Answer. The first difficulty that was brought to my notice in my official capacity 
was an outrage in Coosa County, in Socopotoy precinct. 

Qwstion. When did that occur ? 

A\tHiver. That occurred this year, I think. It was in the last of last year or some 
time in the first of this year, hut 1 think it was this year. 

By Mr. Beck : 
Quesiion. That is in Central Alabama? 
Ausiver. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Proceed and tell the particulars. 

Ausicer. There came down to me a colored man named Henry Giles, and also one 
named Wiley Williams. Wiley Williams had been very badly whipped. I saw the 
wounds ; they were then fresh. Another man had been shot. He was not able to 
come down. He afterward came down and I saw his wounds. U])on tlieir affidavit I 
issued a warrant against a colored boy whom they believed «t\^as along with the inirty, 
though not heiu^ able to certainly identify any man. Upon that I had a very thorough 
examination before a commissioner. 

Question, Do you speak now of the Williams case? 

Ausivcr. I do. 

Question. State all the particulars that you ascertained upon that examination. 

Ansu'er. The proof showed very clearly that a crowd of disguised men had gone into 
the neighborhood and whipped, I think, about nine or ten, and shot one pretty badly, 
and shot at sev(»ral others as they ran ; and at the same time had burned a church. 

Question. The colored peopl<;'s church f 

Answer. A colored church. The proofs so show. The man who saw them when they 
went to the church and burned it said that it was these disguisrMl men. They went 
to one place where there was a quilting, and there they whipped Wiley Williams. 
They asked him how he voted in tlie last election. He told them that he did not know ; 
he could not read. They asked him how he intended to vote. He asked them if he told 
them would they whip him. They said they would not. He then told them he had 
int(uuled to vote radical, and they then took him out and gjive him a very severe 
whipping. 1 know he was whipi>ed severely, for I saw the marks upon him. 

Question. Did this occur in daylight or in the night-time ? 

Answer. In the night about 11 or 12 o'clock. They went to an old man by the name 
of Jerry W('l)b. 

Question. The same night? 

Answer. The same night. They took him out and told him that they w^ere the spirits 
of confederate soldiers just from hell, and they had come to run every damned radical 
out of the country, jind for him to give notice to the negroes that they must not too 
many work for one man ; that they nnist scatter out so that all could have some — that 
is, some of their labor. They hit him two or three licks, but only one that hurt. ThQy 
hiid him down and marked ofi'his grave, and told him they w^ere coming back again. 
That same night, as I before said, they shot one negro who attempted to run, and they 
shot at several others. 

Question. Did they visit anv other houses besides this where the quilting was, and 
Jerry Webb's 1 

Answer. Yes, sir, they visited several others, and altogether whipped nine or ten 
negroes, all of whom I afterward had as witnesses. 
Question. How large was this band ? 

Sdnswer. Thirty or forty, they said. I afterward investigated that same thing before 
the grand juiy, but on neither of the trials was I able to satisfy the grand jury or the 
commissioner of the identity of the persons who did it. I thought myself that I had 
proved one case, but they did not think so. In the investigation before the grand jury 
I sent up and summoned two white men from the neighborhood, one by the name of 
Maxwell — Allen or John Maxwell, I don't know^ which — the largest land-holder there, 
and a man for whom a large portion of these negroes worked. I examined Maxwell 
very closely as to the character of these negrr)cs. He told me it was good ; that there 
was no cause for that outrage that he knew of, except what was alleged at the time. 
Maxwell's opinion was that really one of the motives was to alarm the negroes who 
were working at one man's so that they could themselves, some of them, hire the 
negroes for little or nothing. That was Maxwell's notion. W'hen this negro complained 
to me, before I took out the warrant I went myself and saw^ General Clanton, the Gen- 
eral James H. Chmton lately killed. I saw him and told him what was going on, and 
said that 1 believed he could do perhaps more than anybody else with his democratic 
friends up there to stop this. I told him these negroes said they would even put 
up with what they had received if they were let alone and allowed to go home. 
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Clanton wrote a letter up there, and started tlio negro up with it. The negro started 
to go up there, hut came back and tokl me it would not do at all. I met Clanton again 
on the street and told him about the negro. I believe he knew the negro, who used to 
belong to some prominent man up there. While we were talking we saw Crawford, one 
of the wealthiest men in that county, and called him over, and I stated to him that I 
wanted to get him to use his influence to stop that thing ; that that was all I 
wanted to do. Crawford said that was about four miles and a half from his neighbor- 
hood, and that things were going on there very badly, but that he could do no good in 
trying to stop it. That astonished me, and I asked him why. He said that they 
threatened him and his negroes, and that his negroes were getting so alarmed that he 
was afraid he would not be able to keep them on his farm ; that on account of his trying 
to protect his negroes they had become so prejudiced against him that he thought any 
proposition of his would do more harm than good. 

Question, At what time did you make that request of General Clanton ? 

Answer, Soon after this occurred. It was last spriug. 

Question. About what month ? 

Answer, In March, I think. 

Question. Did you make as full a statement of the facts to General Clanton as they 
had come to your knowledge, as you have made to the committee to-day ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I took the negro to him and showed llim to him at my office, and 
we talked it all over. General Clanton wrote this sort of a letter: ^' 1 cannot believe 
that honorable men will be engaged in such business ; but if they are, I advise you by 
all manner of means to see that it is stopped." That was the tenor of his letter*^ which 
ho sent by the negro. 

Question, Did you express to General Clanton at that time your conviction that this 
was a part of the Ku-Klux organization ? 
Answer, I told him I thought it was. 
Question. What opinion did ho express ? 

Answei\ He never would agree with me that it was. I have had a great many inter- 
views with General Clanton on the subject. He always said that he could not be- 
lieve it. 

Question, How could he explain it ? 

Ansiver. Sometimes he thought it was by bad boys ; sometimes one thing and some- 
times another. 

Question. You say you took Williams to him ? 

Answer, Y''ea, sir ; 1 took Giles and Williams both to him. 

Question, Did he examine Williams and Giles f 

Aiisioer. He examined them as to what they said about it. He did not examine to 
see whether they had been whipped. Giles had not been whipped ; he got away with- 
out being whipped. 

Question, Was there any pretext for whii>ping Williams, except his politics ? 

Answer, That was all, as I learned from them. That was alleged ; and upon a most 
thorough examination of Mr. Maxwell, who was a prominent democrat, for whom they 
worked, he stated to me and to the grand jury that they were men of good character ' 
and behaved themselves. 

* Question. Do I understand you to say that this crowd that whipped Jerry Webb 
told him that they were going to run every radical out of the country ? 
Ansicer. Y^cs, sir, that is what Webb swore to. 
Question, Do you say that Webb is a truthful man ? 

Answer. I have Allen Maxwell's word for it ; he said he was a truthful and good man ; . 
it was either Allen or John Maxwell ; he lives tjiere yet, a man of fifty years and ^ 
upwards. 

Qnesiion. What effect did these whippings have upon the negroes in the neighbor- 
hood as to intimidation ? 

Ansicer, As to any voting, there has been no voting there since, unless it has been in the 
late county elections. It had the effect to make them afraid to stay at home or do 
anything, and I learn that half or over half of them are lying out every night for 
fear of being set upon again. > 

Question, You say that these marauders said they were spirits of confederate dead ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; so the witness swore. 

Question, Did he describe the disguises 1 

Answer, Y^es, sir; the disguises of the men and their horses. These men and their 
horses were disguised in white gowns, and the horses were covered with white sheets. 
They wore something over them, a long cap that just left their eyes out ; I do not 
know exactly how, but they were all in white. 

Question, And armed ? 

Answer. All armed. 

Question, To this day, I understand vou, there has been no identification of this 
band ? 

Ansiver. No identification. I think myself I know one of them from the proof. I 
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think probably the captain Tvas identified, but whilst it was satisfactory to my mind it 
was not satisfactory to the grand jury or the commissioner. 

Question. Are you done with your statement ? 

Answer. No, sir; I am done with that case. 

Question, Will you proceed to any other case you have investigated f 
Answer, The next case I investigated before a commissioner was a case in Macon 
County. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Que8tio7i, By ^' commissioner," you mean United States commissioner. 

Answer, Yes, sir. When I speak of commissioner I mean United States commis- 
sioner. A negro named Aaron Lassiter, from Macon, came down four or five days after 
the whipping and showed me decided signs, Katisfyiu*^ me that ho was whipped, and 
satisfying others in my office. He swore to the identification, I think, of five men. 
issued a warrant and had them brought down before United States Commissioner Pat- 
rick, and they were tried. 

By the Chaiumax : 
Question. What did the proof show ? 

Answer, The proof of Lassiter and his wife showed that these men came to his house 
about 12 or 1 o'clock. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Questhn. At night ? 

AnsH-er. At niglit. That they were men he was at work for, that he had worked 
with, and lie knew well. When they first called him he thought they were joking, bul. 
they took him out and gave him a very considorabh^ whipping. From his testimony I 
slKMild say, if th(\v are the guilty parties at all — that is if th(\v belonged to the Ku- 
Khix — I do not tliiuk they were operating in the regular Kn-Khix costume. They 
were disguised, but according to his description of the disguise I tliink they simply 
had F(^deral overcoats turned wrong side out, and temporary paper caps on. 

By the Cii airman : 
Question. How numerous were they? 

Amwer. Either five or six. They, in their defense, proved an alibi, as the United 
States commissioner thought, and they were discharged. That was before the last 
Term of the district court down there. At the last term of the district court I pre- 
sented that case to the grand jury, and they found a bill against all of them except 
one. That is still pending in the district court. 

Question. What was the pretext of these men for inflicting tliat whipping ? 

Answer. The pretext alleged for whipping him was, as he swore — and it was the 
only motive I could get at from examining everybody I could find — that he had been 
■^^ orking for one of these men two years, and, as the negro said, he thought ho was not 
getting the pay he ought to have ; he had tbis year rented a little place and was culti- 
vating it for himself. That this man sent for him to go and do some work for him, he 
being at that time working for a negro in the neighborhood in order to get the negro's 
horses to work his farm. When they came they told him they would learn him how to 
work for a negro instead of a whit<' man. In that same case the negro swore that 
these white men had made him vote the democratic ticket, by drawing a pistol on hioi 
when he wanted to vote the rei)ublicau ticket. General Clanton himself put the ques- 
tion that brought that out. I had not asked the witness anything at all about his 
politics. 

Questhn, What was the name of the man for whom Lassiter had been working ? 

Answer. His name is Cash ; I forget his given name; he is a man of i^roperty that 
lives up on the railroad. 

Quef<tion. Did the proof show that these other men that associated with him were 
from that neighborhood ? 

Answer. One of them was a man driving his wagon to his mill ; the other had worked 
at his mill ; two others were relations of his; one named Walker and the other's name 
I forget, but he was living iu the neighborhood also. 

Question. How far did they take him from his house ? 

Answer. xVbout fifty or one hundred yards, I think ; so near that his wife heard it all. 

Question. Do you recollect how many stripes they inflicted on him f 

Answer. I do not remember ; I saw distinct signs, myself, of three or four; I think 
he said they whipped him with a sort of stick ; I think his testimony v/as thirty or 
forty lashes, and they then told him that if he told it they would kill him, and made 
him promise never to tell it. 

Question, Does he still live in that neighborhood ? 

Answer. He is now living close by Montgomery ; he went down there and is there 
unless he has left there since. 
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Question. What was his motive in leaving that neighborhood ? 

Answer. He was afraid to live there ; 1 advised him to leave. Four of these men 
are under indictment — all but one. The oue whom he stated held the horses while 
they whipped him was not iudicted. 

Question. Arc you through with that case ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Proceed to the next case. 

Answer. The case which I believe was next in order was a case in which a colored 
man came up from the lower part of Montgomery, down toward the Pike region, and 
made an affidavit ; he had been whipped { there is no question about that ; 1 saw the 
marks ; he made an iiffidavit against some four or five ; five, I think ; two of them I 
know are named Crenshaw ; the others' names I forget ; they were arrested and brought 
up before the commissioner. 

Question. You may proceed .to state what the evidence was ? 

Answer. He swore that these men were disguised, but that he recognized them. He 
said he recognized them, and ho proved their identity; that they came one night about 
12 o'clock and took him out and gave him a very severe whipping. That he was whip- 
ped there is no mistake, for I saw the marks of the stripes soon after the whipping. 
He said that they alleged that the cause of their whipping him was that he had been 
too intimate with a white girl in the neighborhood who was a sort of an idiot. He 
swore to that and to the whipping. They really made no defense, but demurred, as 
they said, to the testimony, and stated that they had whipped him because he had se- 
duced that girl. 

Question. They stated this on their defense ? 

Ansivcr. They did not make their defense. They merely stated it while they were 
trying this case. I asked the maa if he was guilty of that charge. I cross-examined 
him closely to find out whether he was guilty. Ho stated to me solemnly and sworo 
that he never had any such idea. I do not know whether I would have troubled the 
courts with the case if I had been right well satisfied of his guilt. 

Question. 'The defendant, you say, offered no proof ? 

Ansicer. None. They are now under bond to apear at the next court. 

By !Mr. Beck : * 
Question. How many of them T 
Ansiver. Four or five. 
Question. Were they disguised ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. He swore that they were disguised. My recollection is that he 
swore that they were disguised by wearing some clothes of an unusual sort ; that they 
were not in the regular Ku-Klux garb, but thej' were disguised and he knew them and 
knew their horses. He went back after the trial was over to within six miles of the 
place to live. He left that immediate neighborhood. A day or two after his wife came 
up in great trouble and told me that they had come and taken him off, and she did not 
know what they had done with him. I luquired, but could not get any information, 
and I went to the sheriff and told him he had better go down and see about it. He said 
he would. In the mean time- the man came up and came to my office, and told me that 
they came and arrested him upon a warrant, charging him with having raped that 
white girl, and took him down to a little j)lace called l3nblin for trial ; that they had 
a trial and bound him over to court, and not being able to give bail they started him 
to jail with a white man and a colored man. In coming along up the white man who 
had him in charge advised him that he had better leave the country. He answered that 
he could not do it ; said, " if I attempted it yon would hurt me." The white man said 
he would not. He said " when we get up apiece in the woods you ask me to get off and 
try it." The man did so. He took off, and looked back after he had gone a little dis- 
tance and saw that they did not make for him, and came off and came to ^Montgomery 
where I was. They advised him to leave the country. Ho wanted to go uj) to Cham- 
bers County above Opelika, in the upper country. He is now somewhere near West 
Point. That is the last I knew of him. 

Question. Do you recollect his name ? 

Answer. I have forgotten at this time. 

Question, State whether you made any inquiry as to his character for truthfulness 
and respectability? 

Anmm\ I do not think that I have investigated that, for I have not had an oj)- 
portunity. 

Question. You say he pointedly denied the charge made against him of seducing the 
white girl ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, he positively denied it. I could state that it created some doubt in 
my mind from the fact of their not making any proof ; and secondly, because, as I have 
beard since, they took him up on a different charge. The one charge was rape ; the 
other seduction. 
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By Mr. Buckley: 

Question. Do you think if he had been proveu guilty of a rape in the trial at Dublin 
they would have let him escape ? 

Answer. I do not think that if they had thoQfjht him guilty they would have let him 
escape. I uiiderstaud, however, that the girl did go before a justice of the peace and 
swear that he had raped her. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Was she an imbecile ? 

Ansrvev. I m\ly know what ho and his wife told me. They said she was not. They 
said she was in the family-way, and if this thing was true they said that it will soon 
develop itself. He and his wife declared there was no such thing. 

By ^Ir. BccKLEY : 

Question. Do you think that the public sentiment of the citizens of ^fontgomery 
county, es])ecially, would have tolerated a man who was carrying a prisoner to jail 
charged with that crime, and allowing him to leave if gjiilty ? 

Answer. I do not think it would. If I had 1)een sutished that tlu^ man was guilty or 
seduction, I do not think I wonld have prosecuted ; but his being so positive in declar- 
ing that lie was not guilty, and their not attempting any i>roof, and it turning out 
afterward that there was another olfenso alleged, made me willing to prosecute, and 
to see what was the x>roof. 

By the Ciiaikmax : 
Question. He was arrested actnally on a warrant? 

Answer. Yes, sir, he was; and taken before a justice of the peace, and committed to 
jail. 

Question. Did he identify this man who accompanied him with a colored man to the 
jail as one of the i)arty that inllicted the whipping? 

Answer. Xo, sir; and what astonished me more than all, was that this man who let 
him loose was a man I had some slight acquaintance Avith, and who was not extreme 
in polities, Jasjjer Wilson, by name, whom yon know, Mr. Buckley. I had staid with 
him. He waij the constable that let this man get away. Now, that astonished me, for 
Wilson is a go'od man, at least he has that character and appearance. He treated us. 
very kindly. 

Question. Aside from this aflfidavit which the girl was induced to make, has any 
evidence come to your knowledge to show that this colored man was guilty of the thing 
imputed to him ? 

A)iswcr. I have heard nothing else out side of that, except just what I heard them say 
about the seduction when it was on trial. The next case I had was the case of a man 
named Smith Watley, from Coosa County. 

Question. A colored man? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that occurred at a comparatively recent period ; two or three 
mouths ago. He came down. He was very badly whipped, and the wounds were very 
fresh when I first saw him. He made an ^itfidavit that about thirty disguised men 
came tt) his house and took him out and gave him that whipping in the night, perhaps 
about midnight or after. They were disguised in white, with white caps, the rc^gular 
white Ku-Klux disguise, and whipped him "as they alleged, because he had said tliat if 
ever the Ku-Klux came to his house he would hurt them. He identified, I think, five 
men. They were arrested and brought down and had a trial before the commissioner, 
and were discharged upon the defense of an alibi. 

Question. All live of them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; all tive of them. In addition to his own testimony, there was the 
testimony of his wife and brother-in-law, and an old cohued man that liv(id with him. 
Strengthening that was a white man, who swore that he saw what lookcnl like it might 
have been some thirty or more passing like a streak of white in the night, passing his 
house and going to Watley's house, about half a mile farther, on that night; that the 
way he came to see them was, the dogs kept n^) a tremendous howling and barking, 
and he got u\) and looked out, and saw them going down the road. That was t\ui tes- 
timony of a white man, whose name I do not remember now. I have a memoraadum 
of it at home. 

Question. How far did they take him from his house ? * 
Answer. A short distance ; I think only across the fence. 
Question. Do you recollect how many blows were infiicted ? 

Answer. I think he said they hit him about fifty or sixtj'. He was pretty badly 
whipped. 

Question. Did these five men that he identified live in that neighborhood ? 
Anstver. They lived five or six or eight or ten miles from there. They did not live in 
the innnediate neigliborhood. 

Question. They proved that they were at home that night ? 
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Answer. At home, or some other place. One of them, Doctor Leonard, proved hy a 
man that lived with him that ho was at home ; that he went home abont 11 o'clock and 
laid down on his bed, having lit his lamp. A man who slept in the room said he was 
awake during the night, and read there by his lamp all night. 

Question. Did the commissioner discharge him ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir; that was his proof of an alibi. The others proved alibis, but of 
different characters ; men that went to bed with them in the same house, and knew 
that they could not have got out without their knowing it, or other proof. 

Question. Do you recollect of their making any thieats to this colored man if he should 
tell on them ? 

Anstver. He swore that they said if he ever told on them they would kill him. They 
have all been sworn to that, in all cases that I have ever had. 
Question. Has he left that neighborhood ? 

Aimcer. He has been back a few times, looking after his business, but veijy quietly. 
He is spending his time at Montgomery, and, I reckon, is there now. He is afraid to 
go back to live. 

Question. You say his statement was verified by the testimony of his wife and 
• brother ? 

Answer. His brother-in-law, not his brother, and an old man who was living in one 
end of the same house, a colored man. 

Question. You say his person exhibited abundant proof of the truth of his statement? 
Answer. Yes, sir. There was no doubt about his being whipped. 
Question. Docs that finish all that you wish to state? 

Answer. There is one other case that I will mention, that I know of by certain evi- 
dence having occurred in Coosa County. It was an examination before a gi;and jury 
of a white man. I think his name is Lafayette Thomas. I had heard of the transac- 
tion, as of a great many others, and I had heard that he knew something about it. I 
sent for him, and he proved that some time last year — I do not remember the exact 
date— there was an old colored man of about seventy, a blacksmith, who lived on his 
place, against whom he knew nothing except that the old negro was a little quarrelsome 
among the negroes. I forget the old man's name, but this man Thomas stated that 
pue night, some time late in the night, twenty or thirty persons — it is my recollection of 
the number as he gave it — of disguised men, with white gowns and caps, rode up to 
his house and inquired for this old negro and other parties. He said that he told them 
where this old negro lived, w^hich was a short distance from his house, on his place. 
That they went off in that direction, and some time afterward the old negro sent for 
him, and when he got down there the old negro was very badly whipped, and these 
men were around there. Ho said that they left, and th^ were so disguised that he 
did not know any of them. I had heard that the old negro had died from this out- 
rage, but he said that was a mistake ; that the negro got up again, and was able for a 
time to work in the blacksmith-shop, and he had seen him there at work j but he had 
died since. The negro is now dead. 

Question. Did he make this statement under oath ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; he stated that under oath. In addition, he said that some time 
before that, while he (Thomas) was from home, he had a corn-crib burned, and at first 
there %vas some suspicion that this old negro might have had some hand in it. I asked 
him if he afterward became satisfied whether the old negro had or had not done it. 
He said he had become perfectly satisfied tliat the old negro had nothing to do with it 
whatever ; that it was done by a white man, who had since run away from the 
county. * 

Question. Did Mr. Thomas, in his statement, give you the pretext for the whipping 
of this negro? 

Answer. He said he had heard no pretext, but he suspected that the burning of his 
crib might have had something to do with it. I asked him particularly as to the 
character of tho old negro. He said that ho knew nothing against his character, ex- 
cept that he was regarded as old, and childish, and quarrelsome. 

Question. You say he was very badly whipped ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir; he said he was very badly whipped. 

Question. By twenty or thirty jiersons ? 

Ansivei'. Yes, sir. He Avent down there, and these men were scattered around there, 
and soon they went off. 

Question. Did he describe them as disguised after the manner of Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, with gowns. I asked what the negro wanted with him. Ho said 
that when he got down there the negro said, " Massa, these men have whipped mo, and 
made rao acknowledge that I burned your crib, but I did not do it, and I wanted to 
bring you here and tell you that I did not do it. I said that to keep from being 
whipped." 

Question. Were these injuries supposed to have contributed to the old man's death » 
Answer. I have no knowledge of that. The first account I had was that they had 
whipped him, and he had died a few days afterward ; but when T examined Thomas, 
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he said tbc negro got up so as to be able to work, for be bad seen biin at work a montii 
afterward in tbe shop, and afterward I understood tbat be was dead. I do not know 
of wbat be died. 

Question, Wben did tbat occur ? 

Answer. Tbat occurred some time last year. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. Tbe other cases you mentioned I think you stated occurred this year ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, all tbe others. 

By tbe Chairman: 

Question. If you are through with Coosa County, give any other cases that came to 
your knowledge. 

An>ywer. One case came to my knowledge that I was investigating before the grand 
jury in Macon County. 

Question. Will you giA^e us the particulars of that? 

Answer. Last year, 1 do not rememl^er wbat time in the year, they had a difficulty 
there at a negro political meeting, and tliat seemed to be among themselves so far as 
any facts tbat I could get. One or two of the negroes were shot. Alston was shot in 
bis bouse afterward by, or supposed to be by, negroes. A few nights after that, or some 
short time alter, the negroes were holding a religious meeting in a church, and I think 
myself tlie proof developed tbat tbose who attacked it thought tbat they were holding 
a political meeting probably. A crowd of disguised men came up in tbe night — it was 
a night meeting — and fired into the church, as tbe proof developed. I bad one of the 
men who was shot brought before tbe grand jury. They killed one — I am not certain 
but more — and wounded two or three. 

Question. Did you investigate tbe particulars of tbat case, and ascertain whether 
these disguised men Avere white or black ? 

jlnswer. They were in disguise, and nobody could identify them either as colored 
or anything else. 

Question. What was tbe character of tbe disguise ? 

Answer. As well as 1 remember it was something of this Ku-Klux disguise which 
they bad on. I never was abb; to ascertain who did it, nor has anybody ever been 
punished for it. I investigated tbat before tbe last grand jury, but 1 could not identify 
them. 1 have got some witnesses since, from whom, I think, probably I may get bold 
of some of the parties. 

Question. How long after the political meeting did this religious meeting occur? 

Answer. It was a sbcnt time ; I do not remember bow long. 

Question. Did the evidence show tbat there was a connection between tbe two? 

Answn\ Xo, sir ; except the negroes bad just met thereto bold a religious meeting, 
and it was shot into, and that it was done by a crowd of disguised men. It produced 
such contusu)!!, and running, and scattering that nobody coubl tell much aboat it. 

Question. Dues that llnisb all tbat you know iu regard to that transaction ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. Will you now pass from that section of the State or county ? 

Answer. I believe so. I have heard accounts given to me of a great unmy other things, 
but 1 have not bad sworn statements about them. 

(Question. Then, with the permissicm of the chairman, I will ask a few questions before 
you leave tbat particular section. In your investigation of these cases, before tbe 
United States commissiom^r, did you tind it difficult to identify parties ? 

Answer. Extremely ditBcult, and the only parties I ever had identified were tbe 
parties ! have given. 

Question. This difficulty grows out of the fact that these outrages are committed in 
tbe night and by men in disguise ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir* 

Question. You have spoken several times of parties proving an alibi. Is that the 
general form of defense iu tbe cases you have tried ? 

Ansicer. I have never tried a case yet where tbat defense was not made, except tho 
case I spoke of where tbat colored man was wbii)ped, and they made no defense at all. 

Question. But in all other cases tbe alibi was resorted to 

Answer. Yes, sir. In every other case, I believe, the alibi is the defense. 

Question. You spoke of a (luestion of labor and remarked tbat a witness bad said 
tbat be heard these disguiscul num declare that tbe colored men mnst scatter out. To 
wbat extent does tbat elFort to control tbe labor extend, in your opinion ! 

Answer. Two cases I have given ; then from wbat I learned from Mr. Crawford in a 
long conversation I bad with him — allof wliicli I have not given — it seems to me to bo 
pretty prevalent in that region of country particularly. 

Question. In all tbe cases you have examined, have you found any case in which 
persons belonging to the democratic party have been whipped or scourged ? 
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Answer, In no instance do I remember any such case that I have examined myself. 
We have got a ease pending in the district conrt that was not got up by me, although 
I presented the bill. He was bound over at the instance of other parties. That is the 
case against Mulligan and a colored man. A man named Smith was whipped by Mulli- 
gan. Both, as I understand it, are democrats. That was a personal matter as I un- 
derstand it. Old man Mulligan and Smith had had some transactions about which 
they wore likely to go to law, and Smith published upon Mulligan a very severe pub- 
lication, and, if untrue, a very severe libel, and MuUi^^au, as the allegation was, way- 
laid him on the road, with a colored man, and gave him a very severe drubbing. For 
that Smith employed lawyers to prosecute, and they saw proper to bring it into the 
United States court. An indictment has been found. There is no pretense in that 
case that there is anything like Ku-lCluxing in it. They just waylaid the man on the 
road, and ho has indicted them for confederating and banding together. Tlicy arc all 
tlemocrats, and there is no pretense of their being Ku-Klux. Therefore I did%iot speak 
of the case. That is the only case I know of anybody being whipped or mistreated by 
any of these bands except republicans. 

Question. Have you ever, heard of any man being convicted by the State courts for 
putting on a disguise and trespassing on the person or property of a citizen of the 
State ? 

Ansiver, I do not think that such a conviction has yet been had in this State, and so 
far as I know there are very few such indictments in the State. Over hero in Lime- 
stone they have got some of them in jail, but in that region of which you ask, no 
indictment has been found. 

By the Chairman : 

Question, Now resume the narrative you were giving of the cases you have examined ? 

Answer. The next case I examined was a case I was called up hero to examine in 
Huntsville. The witnesses in that case I presume you will have before you. The 
colored man is here ; the white man, Goodloe, may not be here. 

Question. Do you refer to the case of Henderson ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; that is a case in which the allegation is that a band of disguised 
men took Henderson out in the night-time and attempted to drown him, and probably 
thought they had drowned him. He swore that he recognized three of these men — 
Holseapple, Malone, and Lindsay. There were five men in the party, of whom he re- 
cognized only three. I investigated that case here. Tuey i)roved an alibi. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Question, Will you state the time when this occurred ? o 

Answer. It occurred a little over a month ago. It was right fresh when I came up 
here. 

" By the Chair^iax : 
Question. Was it in Madison County ? 

Answer, No, sir ; this occurrence took place in Colbert County, and they were brought 
here. It was investigated. Now as to whether or not that thing was done, the evi- 
dence was this. He swears it was done, because he had got into a difficulty with them 
about his labor, and one of them having threatened him he had him bouud over. This 
party alleged that his going to law was the cause of this affair. Henderson says they 
tied him ; hut he Avill give you a detailed statement. I will only say that he testified 
that they tied him, and threw him into the river. I will not take time to go over it. 
In the investigation, while I could see no marks on his person, as in the cases of the 
parties whipped, Mr. Goodloe, a white man, who saw him next morning, took the track 
which the negro said he had traveled ; where he said they had taken him ; where they 
had a little fire ; where he got on the horse at the corner of a fence ; where they took 
him to the river and put him in ; and where ho crawled out ; and the prints of his 
arms showed where he crawled out ; where he was on a stump, &c., all that was cor- 
roborative of Henderson's statement before the commissioner. Mr. Goodloe also swore 
that when Henderson came in the next morning he had on his arms marks where skin 
wa s slipped off as an abrasure made in coming out of the water. His eyes were blood - 
fehot, as a man nearly strangled. In that case the three parties that he identified were 
discharged upon i^roof of an alibi. 

Question. Is Mr. Goodloe a man of good character and standing ? 

Answa', A man of as good character and standing as any I reckon in North Alabama, 
and one of the most wealthy before the war. 

Question, You heard his statement ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; and I think I never heard a thing better corroborated in my life. 
Question, As we shall have Henderson before us, j)robably, you may pass from that 
case. 

Answer, Yes, sir, I will. The next I had knowledge of, but which 1 did not examine, 
except that I talked with the witnesses whom you will have here, is a case that occurred 
over in Limestone County. 



ALABAMA — SUB-COMMITTEE. 



541 



Question. You refer to what case ? 

Answer, The case of Weir. One man is in jail here now for that, I will say that, in 
that county I think there are six or seven men indicted under the State Ku-Klux 
law, who are now in jail in addition to those here in jail. I was telegraphed to go over 
and hold a conference there. I went over and held a conference with the men there. 
Judge ftpaulding, the United States commissioner, a republican ; Judge Common, the 
ju-ohate judge, a republican ; Daniel Coleman, the county solicitor, a democrat, and 
then with all the leading democrats about town. Most of the white men are democrats. 
Some of them were in favor of my commencing an immediate prosecution. The State 
was prosecuting. Some of them, i)erhaps, thought differently. I conferred with them 
freely, and seeing the vigor with which the State was prosecuting, I believed if there 
was anything in appearance, that if they ever tried a man and i)roved him guilty, they 
would ))e very apt to convict him, and I came to the conclusion, for the present, to leave 
it in the hands ot" the State. 

Question. You speak now of Weir's case ? 

Ansurr. Yes, sir ; and I advised both of the parties and Coleman that if they could 
convict under the State law of Alabama, which is quite as severe as any law of Con- 
gross, that I thought the effect of it would be better even than to convict under the 
United States law. I said I would not interf<^re with the United States law until they 
showed what they could do, as I thought that would have a better impression. 

Question. Do you recollect the act passed by your legislature, entitled ''An act for 
the suppression of secret organizations of men disguising themselves for the purpose 
of connnittiug crimes and outrages," approved December 20, 1868 ? 

Ansu-er. Yes, sir ; in which it is provided that the mere having on of disguises is evi- 
dence of intent, and punishing the offense with twenty years imprisonment in the 
penitentiary. As I did not intend to stay up here, I authorized Dan Coleman to use 
my name and the laws of the United States in any of these cases that he thought 
proper. 

Question. Before we pass from this matter, I wish to call your attention to the pre- 
amble of this act to which I have just referred, and read it to you and inquire of you 
how far the recitals are, within your knowledge and information, true: 

" Whereas there is in th(? possession of this general assembly ample and undoubted 
evidence of a secret organization in many parts of this State, of men who, under the 
cover of masks and other grotesque disguises, armed with knives, revolvers, and otlier 
deadly weapons, do issue from the plac(\s of their rendezvous, in bands of great (u- or less 
number, on loot or mounted on horses in like manner disguised, generally in the lato 
hours of the night, to commit violence and outrages ux^on i)eaceable and law-abiding 
citizens, robbing and murdering them upon the highway, and entering their houses, tear- 
ing them from their homes and t he embrace of their families, and itli violent threats and 
insults inllicting upon them the most cruel and iidiuman treatment ; and whereas this (u*- 
ganization has become a wide-spread and alarming evil in this Commonwealth, disturb- 
ing the public peace, ruining the hapi)iness and prosperity of the people, and in many 
places overriding the civil authorities, defying all law and justice, or evading detec- 
tion by the darkness of the night and with their hideous costumes : Therefore, 

" Section 1. Beit cnactcd,^^ <j'-c. 

My inquiry relates to the time of the x>assage of this law, the preamble of which I 
have read, and which was approved December 2G, 18G8. 

Answer, I tliink when that act was passed there was no doubt about it, and I think 
to some, extent, the same thing yet ; but I do not think it is as bad now as it was then. 
I think things are growing better. 

(Question. You may resume your narrative. 

Ansu-er. I have said all I believe that I vranted to say al)out Limestone. I left tliat 
case under the charge of the citizens and State authoritic^s. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. You have not given us any idea of what that Limestone difficulty was 
about. 

Answer. I can give very shortly just about what that was. There has been a bad 
state of thiugs in that county for a good while. They have got seven or eight men in 
jail there, indicted under this Ku-Klux lavr. The particulars of their eases I know 
nothing about. It is for this late transaction that Moore is brought here and in jail. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Question. Was Moore tried before the commissioner here ? 

Aiistcer. Iso, sir; he waived examination. lie is indicted under the State law, and 
was bound over by the probate judge— Judge Common. An old man by the name of 
Weir has lived in that county lor a great many years. lie was a strong Union man 
before, during, and has been since, the war. lie was a justice of the peace before the 
war. During Patton's administration he wjis not a justice. When Smith came in 
he was again appointed justice of the peace. Pie is a faVmer, and owns a little farm 
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over there, and is also a mechanic. So far as I could learn from anybody he was a 
man who had always sustained a fair character and reputation. 

^By the Chairman : 
Question. Is he a white man ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; as a mechanic he had engaged to work for a man named Blair and 
this man Moore, and probably by their contract they were to pay him in corn. They 
were running a distillery, for which there iS a warrant out now on the ground that it 
is illicit. As he stated to mo he never could get his corn when he would send for it, 
but they were always ready to send him whisky. They being men of more power 
and means than he was, he could do nothing. Ho fell upon the plan to have his wife 
go to them and tell them not to let him have any more whisky. They asked him 
about that and he said what his wife said was right. Then they had some difficulty 
about that. Ho moved his tools away from that shop to his own shop. One of them 
sent for him to come down to that shop to do a job of work. He told them he would 
do it if they would send it up to his shop ; but he could not go there to do it. They 
got into a controversy about that. This was in March. Fiually they charged that he 
had advised a couple of negroes to take a couple of mules and leave. He said it was 
not true ; that the negroes had complained to him that they would not pay for them. 
He said that they came to him for advice, and he had advised them if they could not 
get their pay from these people to go and work for those who would pay them. They 
brought up the negroes, one or both of them, and the negroes corroborated these other 
men in their statement wl^ich they then made ; but they say now that they were made 
to do it. Upon that these parties took him out and gave him a severe whipping, 
lynched him. That was in March. They were not in disguise then, and he knew all 
these men. He had thought to just leave the country. Some of , the citizens, however, 
advised him against it. Finally he went and indicted them under the State law for 
lynching. He became afraid to stay there then and went off into Mississippi. Court 
was approaching. It was about last Sunday two weeks ago when this last thing occur- 
red. One week from that time — that is, the Monday following the time when they 
took him out — the probate court w^as to be held, when these parties were to be tried. 
He had come back home and was at werk, with the sheriff, across the river from where 
these parties lived. On Sunday he came home and his wife told him she did not think 
he was safe; she had seen so many men moving about. Within about ten minutes 
after he got there, and just as he was going for his coat to go out, he was surrounded 
by five men in disguise. They took him out a piece ; tied him ; blindfolded him, and 
started off with him. They got some distance — I do not know exactly how far — and 
they put a rope around his neck and put it up over a limb. , He thinks they intended 
to hang him, and probably would have done it, but when they put him up the rope 
broke. They theu tied the rope and started and drew him up again, but did not draw 
him off his feet, and finally let him down. He was blindfolded at this time, but he 
could hear the men coming in and going out all the time. He thinks there were fifteen 
or sixteen men coming in and going out. The reason they did not hang him seems to 
be that they had heard in town of his being carried off, and the sheriff and the county 
solicitor got up squads; each one got up a seperate squad and started out after these 
parties. 

Question. Were they citizens of the place that he heard going back and forth ? 

Ansiver. He Could not tell who they were; but the presumption is that they were 
members of their Klan. He thinks they were putting out sentinels to hear and see. 
They finally took him to the river. On Monday they took him to the river. 

By Mr. Beck : 
Question. Took him to the river in the day-time ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. They took him there and ducked him a great many times until he 
was nearly dead. Finally, they^ took him out. When they took him to the river they 
took off his blindfold. Then they tied about twenty pounds of rock to his neck and 
dragged him through the river until he was nearly choked and drowned, and took him 
oat on the bank; and they, no doubt having heard that he was being searched for, 
told him they had concluded to spare his life upon one condition : that was, that 
they would keep him a prisoner until after the trial which was to be had, while he 
was to write back to his wife and daughter that he was out on a spree, that nobody 
was hurting or intended to hurt him, that he would be at home in good time, and 
they nmst not go to court. After court, they said, they would release him, and then 
ho was to always tell this tale, and if he ever told what they really had done with him, 
they would be certain to come and kill him. Meantime, the citizens were close after 
them, and they took him out in some swamp and kept him chained all night. Finally, 
on Tuesday, they turned him loose — perhaps Moore and another man alone were with him. 
They turned him looose upon a solemn promise never to divulgft these things, and take 
his family and go right off. He went home intending to do so, thinking himself unsafe ; 
but meantime the citizens found it out, and went there and would not allow him to go 
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away, but took liim to town aucl said the thing must be prosecuterl ; that it had goue too 
far. lu the mean time, Johnscui and Gibson, two men prosecuted, have run oti' from the 
country, and Moore is here in jail. Now, if I was to give my opinion as to how much 
politics has to do with the original thing, I would say this,' from what 1 have talked 
there. I do not believe that the original lynching was done from political feeling, but 
I believe that republicans being in bad odor, and the popular prejudice so strong 
agiiinst them, these men who lynched him presumed upon lynching a republican when 
they would not have lynched a democrat. 
Qaestion. They did it to get his labor ? 
Aimcer. That is my hypothesis. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Question. He was appointed a justice of the peace by Governor Smith? 
Answer. Yes, sir. He was out during i*at ton's administration. 
Question. A democratic administration ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; and Smith appointed him under the reconstruction. Ininderstand 
that he was an original Union num an<l always a r<^publican, but he is a njan who says 
but little. Judge Connnon is a republican ; Dan Coleman is a democrat ; Lentz, the 
sheriff of the county, is a republican. 

By th(^ Chairman: 
Qutstion. Proceed with your narrative. 

Answer. The next ease that occurred here was a colored man — I ought to remember 
his name but 1 do not — who came from Walker County. He swore out a warrant against 
some six or seven men that he said he recognized in a disguised crowd some time during 
the hist monih or so, that had conn* to his house and taken him out. I think he said 
there were in the crowd a good mri.ny more. Th(;y took him out and whipjied him. as 
he alleges them to have said, because of his probable intention to move up from there 
into this valley. It was to })rev(Mit him from doing that, and was on account of his 
talking about it. His statcnumt is, that he has a brother living u}) Ikm'c in the valley ; 
that he received a letter down there in Walker County, advising that he couhl do bet- 
ter up h(!re ; that he got some of th<' ni^iglibors to read the lettia^, and when this party 
came in disguise and tooli: him out — he says they were in the white disguise, 1 be- 
lieve 

Question. Answering to the description of the Ku Klnx disguise? 

Answer. Yes, sir; something of that description. They took him out and asked him 
about his moving up here ; they told him they would learn him how to do that — or 
something of the st)rt — and gave him a severe whipping, aiul then said, '-Now go to 
work and we will not do it any more." He says that at the same time there was a 
colored woman living with him and his wife. They asked what was she going to do; 
she said she would remain with him and his wife. They also whitiped her. lie iden- 
tified six or seven in that crt)wd — si^ven, I think. The warrant was issued here. As I 
was going down to Fayette I to.)k the warrant with mi^ and the marshal went along 
and he arrested six of them. This morning their friends came up here and waived an 
examination and gave bond. 

Question. What is that man's name ? 

Answer. I cannot remend)er it; 1 can get it at the clerk's office. He is now down at 
Decatur. 

Question. Did he state how large the crowd was ? 

Answer. He did ; there were several more men than those whom he recognized: he 
only recognized six, but I do not remembta" the whole numbey that he said. That is 
'all I know of that transaction. 

Question. How severely was he whipped ? 

Answer. He said very sev^en^ly — thirty-nine or forty lashes, I think. 
Question. How as to the young woman 

Answer. He said she was whipi)ed pretty badly. It was for this reason of leaving. 
He said to me that in that neigliborhood and region of country colored pc^rsons were 
not permitted to, and could not, enjoy any more privileges than before the war; that 
they had never dared to vote or exercise any of their privileges, and for that reason 
he wanted to go away. I am pretty well satistied niysidf that that allegation is true 
in a gi-eat measure at least, from along interview which I had with Judge William S. 
Mudd,jndg(^ of that circuit. I talked with him a good deal, and his general statement 
corroborated the statement of the negro as to the general condition of negroes in that 
region. 

Question. Where does Judge Mudd live ? 

Answer. At Elyton, in Jefferson County ; the railroad runs from there to Montgomery. 
I had a report sent to mc from the military h<'ad<piarters at Louisville, made- by alien- 
tenant who had l)een examining matters at Fayetteville, in Fayette^ County, and my 
attention was called to it ; also, some instructions from the De])artm(!nt of Justice that 
that was a point that needed some attention, and proposing to send some troops if 
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necessary. The information they had got from that county — I had not got it before — 
was that the civil process could not he executed by the sheriff; upon that, I wrote to 
the sheriff some time before I left Mont|;omery, desiring to hear from him before I left. 
I got his answer after I got here — it was forwarded to this place — in answer to 
several questions I had asked him, and at the same time proposing to meet me on the 
10th of last month at Decatur. I went down there and met him ; had an interview 
with him ; and from his statement to me, and other things coupled with that, I dis- 
patched General Terry and he sent mo a squad of sixteen or seventeen mounted men ; 
with them and the marshal here I went down into that county. 
Question. Did you institute any investigation there? 

Anaiccr, I had a very considerable investigation, which I will try to give you, as 
succinctly as I can to give the idea. I learned that on or about the 31st of October, 
1870, by some means or other, they had ascertained, or rather had got such statements 
aij;ainst a man by the name of R. G. Davis that ho made a confession, and they took 
him before the probate judge, and he swore to some several parties belonging to one 
company — ate they call them there — which -was known as Cax^tain Stewart's company, 
stating that they had been out on a raid, whipping and scaring negroes. A warrant 
was issued for several parties and placed in the hands of the sheriff by the probate 
judge for their arrest. At or about the same time he had several capiases against 
several parties for outrages that were committed just before that. Along in or about 
the same time two negroes had been killed over there somewhere, and nobody could 
ascertain who had done it. The sheriff summoned a posse and arrested these men 
under this warrant. He arrested some men under a capias, and arrested some men 
without a warrant, who admitted that they belonged to a Klan, and who, it was sup- 
posed, had something to do with that murder. The parties arrested under the warrant, 
although one term of the grand jury, I know, has passed since, seem never to have 
been presented by the grand jury. Davis was in the county up to the meeting of the 
last court, but when I sent out a warrant for him to arrest him he could not be found. 

Question. Had he never been recognized to appear as a witness ? 

Ansiver. I believe he was — the judge told nie so — bat, from some cause, he did not 
appear. The parties arrested under the capiases had been discharged, most of them 
because witnesses could not be got. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Question. What was the trouble in getting witnesses? 

Answer. That these parties would not allow it. At, I think, the last court, probabfy, 
before this, two disguised men, while court was sitting, rode through the court-honso 
yard. Judge Mudd himself saw them, and ordered the sheriff to go out and arrest 
them. It was either the last court before or just before that. The sheriff came in and 
reported that he could not do it. They were considerably cheered as they rode through. 
The judge called up the petit jury — I think it was in the midst of a trial — and discharged 
them. He called up the grand jury and commenced addressing them preparatory to 
their discharge, and was going to adjourn court, when two of the lawyers — Mr. Jones , 
and Mr. Terry — went in and prevailed upon him not to do it, saying that ho would not 
be disturbed any more ; and he probably was not disturbed further. At the court 
before that, I learn from the judge, as well as other parties, that there had been 
dropped on the street a letter, addressed perhaps to the court and grand jury, and, it 
may be, tho sheriff, saying, Go slow" — I believe that was all that was wTitten on it — 
with a coffin at the bottom, in tho middle, a rope on each side of it, and the words, 
" Go slow," signed "K. K. K." They had got to such an extent in that county, which 
was perhaps preceding this 1 

By the Chairman; 

Question. Before you pass from the occurrence you have just been testifying about, 
will you state the time when this occurred — the dropping of the letter and the riding 
of the Ku-Klux through the court-house yard ? 

Answer, I suppose the droi)ping of the letter was about twelve months ago, and tho 
riding of the Ku-Klux through the court-house yard about six months ago. Last ^ 
February there was a convention held for the nomination of county sujierintendeiit of 
education. A man by the name of Peters — D. F. Peters, I think — was nominated. At 
that convention men came in in their disguises, went into the court-house, and, as I 
am told, citizens without disguises went in with them and held a convention. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Question. A political convention ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; for the purpose of nominating this candidate for office. Peters 
was nominated, and, I think, elected. 

By the Chaikman : 
Question. Was ho their candidate? 
Answer, lie was tho candidate of that convention. 
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{Utestion. AVas lie liio candidato of the Ku-Klus? 

•Inswer. These Ku-Klux gentlemen went in there dit^i^jni^ecl and held a canvontion. 
Question, How many men went in without disguises ? 

Answer. I ean't tell. I learned of some of them. Mr. J. IT. Terry, a lawyer there, 
■was one. They said he presided over the convention. A man namoil J. S. Clifton was 
^iven to me as one. Botli arc summoned to appear before the grand jury. Some time 
before that, the date (if whieh I could not gel, theso disguised men, or some disguised 
men, gave notice that they were going to hold a meeting in town and invited the citi- 
zens to particix^ate. That meeting was lifld at night. They came in disguised, got the 
c oi'.rt-house keys and went in there and held a meeting. I am informed that some of 
the citizens went in and were in that meeting. Mr. McConnell, a democrat and one 
( f the largest farmers there, wlio works a great many negroes, I talked with, and he 
told me that he staid there that day and until they met that night in order to see 
what was done. He said that when he went to tht; court-house to go in, he was told 
that he could go in if he could give the sign, or if he would take an oath. That bluffed 
him otf, and he turned away and used an expression, i)erhai)s, " I will see you all in 
Leli before^ I will do it," and went off. 

(Jiicstion. In that meeting with the disguised men, were som? of the citizens undis- 
jruised i 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

(Juestiun. When was this meeting ? 

Ahfiwer. Some time prior to February, lc71. The sheriiij it seems, had very much 
enraged tli(^m on account of these raids he had made, which I have spoken of before — 
they call them raids, arresting these parties — so much so that the prejudice against 
him was extremely high at the time and at the court before the one when I was out 
there, about twelve uionths ago. He v.'as then at the town ; he lived just out of town 
u. piece, but was then sleei)ing in a hotel at Fayett<nille ; and this same Mr. Terry went 
'.n the night and wakened him up and told him he had better leave, that they liad de- 
ttTuiined to kill him that night. He got up and went out and remaininl out all night 
n the rain. There were circumstances of that character, and threats against him 
were strong and the danger so great that he disposed of his farm near town. Ho did 
not resign his ofhee of sherilf, but went over sixteen miles from where ho liad live<:l, 
leaving a deputy named Talliaferro KScott. »Scott, as I heard him swear in court in 
cases that we tried, held the oihce about a month, and some thirty disguised men came 
to him and told him he must turn over his papei^ to Treadway, the sherilf, and let him 
execute his papers himself. TrtMidway was not there, but ho went to the office and 
turned them over to the clerk. This lUiiu MeC^onnell and Treadway lived on the same 
road near each other, :ind l)(>th of them were sworn i;i tliesr* cases. They said that 
the time Treadway was there, after the excitement got up, it was almost a con- 
stant thing for a cr«>w<l of disguised men to be passing along the road, shooting guns 
und threatening. They knew that Treadway frequently did not slt!ep in his house at 
:J1 until he got away. After 8cott resigned, Treadway went down to try to make an 
i.rrangement to get another deputy, and pi')[>osed to Mr. Knnis to take the place. Mr. 
lilunis v/as one of his securi1i«'S. His business was in such a condition tiiat he was 
xjot willing to give it up and wanted it wound up. Ennis went around and talked 
with the citizens, with some otiier parties, and finally agreed to try it. He bas been 
holding it since. He told me he had not had any truul)le in executing any process, 
such as he had had, hut he had had none against this Klan, for these outrages. 

(Juesiion. Is Knnis a re]>ubliean or democrat f 

Answer. A republican. While Treadway was dt)wn, at th;it tmie, ha^'ing Ennis ap- 
pointed, there was a man whose name I now forget, who had hbon arre^?ted and who 
Avas understood to belong to one of these Klans. He had given security. He had been 
arrested, not for Ku-Kluxing, but for assault and battery, or something of the sort. The 
Kccurity of the man Scott hatl arrested, brought him up to Treadway to deliver him up, 
and Treadway refused to take him on the ground that he could not siifely hold him ; 
that his life vras threatened whenever he attempted to execute the ofBcc. Now, out of 
all these transactions, when 1 got down there I found no indictment against one of 
these parties, not a single indictment there that I heard of except one for anything 
growing out of ku-kluxing, and that one was dismissed by the solicitor while I was there 
]>ecause he could not get the testimony. At the same time the sheriff and his posse 
was indicted in some ten or twelve or more cases. 

Question. What for ? 

Ansicer. That is what I am going to give novr. He was indict<?d for a voluntary 
< scape in refusing to take this man that the security ofi"ere<l to give up. I tried that 
case, and upon that trial I brought out all the particulars I have been telling you in 
relation to those threats against him, and the demonstrations of the Ku-Ivlux. The court 
]>ermitted me even to ask the opinion of some of the witnesses whether he could have 
done it, and the proof was such that he was acquitted by the jnry on the ground that 
ho could not do it ; that he could not hold the man safely and execute his office. 
Another indictment that was tried wag for a voluntary escape of a man, whose name I 
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forget, but who ^vas a desperate man. He had been indicted, I believe, for shooting 
bis pistol on the road. The indictment was pending. Tread>yay did not have the 
capias, bnt it was understood down there in the neighborhood that Treadway was 
going down to arrest him, to get this posse and arrest him. The neighbors thought 
there would be difficulty. One of the neighbors, named Sam Appling, told Treadway 
that he would advise him to go down and see this man and talk to him, and the sheritf 
went with Appling to his house, and talked to him, telling him that he wanted peace 
in the country ; that he wanted to have no difficulty, and reasoning with him until 
ho got him pacified ; advising him to come up and give his bond. The man promised 
to do it, but instead of that he went oli to Mississippi afterward, and he has since 
been killed. For that transaction the sheriff has been indicted for voluntary escape. 
He was tried and acquitted upon the ground that it was the only course which ho 
could have pursued j that if he had taken the capias along he could not have arrested 
the man. He had, while making up this posse, arrested one man. The court would 
not let me prove what I am about to state. I will have* to state it i^articularly. He 
arrested him without a warrant. We set up as a defense that this man, if not guilty of 
a felony, was yet pointed out by the circumstances so much as to justify the sherift'in 
making the arrest. The circumstances were these: Two negroes had been killed 
shortly before in that county. Nobody could find out who had done it, but this man 
having admitted that he was a Ku-Klux, it would authorize the sheriff to arrest him 
as being connected with that murder. The court held that unless -I could prove that 
the Ku-Klux had killed the man, that was not competent testimony. I differed from 
the court upon that, but notwithstanding that, I brought in such proof that he was 
acquitted. The jury believed that he had probable cause to make the arrest, and he 
was acquitted. In another case he had a warrant. The prisoner swore that the sheriff 
put his pistol against him and said, " Now, give uj)." For that the sheriff was indicted 
for assault and iDattery. He was acquitted on that charge. These are the only ones on 
which he was tried. There is an indictment yet pending against him upon a charge of a 
challenge to fight a duel. That was not tried this court, because the witnesses were 
some of those parties of the Ku-Klux against whom th(^'e were warrants, and who hud 
run off to Mississijppi, and the solicitor continued the case. 

Question. Are the prosecuting witnesses, on these indictments, persons supposed to be 
connected with the Ku-Klux organization ? 

Answer. Nearly every one of them. 

Question. Is the county solicitor a republican or democrat ? 

Ansice7'. A democrat. 

Question. Resume your narrative. 

Ansu'er. Two of the witnesses I remember distinctly who swore against him in one 
of these trials — the trial for assault and battery — are the two men i brought up here, 
who were bound over by the commissioner down there. 

Question. Let me inquire in relation to the solicitor in the prosecution of these cases. 
After the facts were developed, as you have stated them, did he make any efiort to ob- 
tain a conviction on these indictments ? 

^HSi^er. Yes, sir ; he argued them all. 

Question. Argued them to the jury ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; although I told him that I thought it would be to the credit of his 
county to have a nolle prosequi in all these cases, and the court would have allowed 
him to do so, but he refused to do it. 

Question. The sheriff is a decided republican ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Proceed with your naratlve. ^ 
Answer. The case of a challenge to fight a duel was where he had arrested this man 
Mosely, for whom I had a warrant. When he arrested him, Mosely remarked, You 
have your crowd around me now and I can^t fight you all ; but you have taken the 
advantage of me and the sheriff answered, " I have just arrested you, but I am not 
afr.'iid of you, and I am willing to fight you anywhere and any w.ay you see proper." 
For that he was indicted for challenging to fight a duel. Treadway said this man 
was one who had been shooting into his house, and lie was somewhat enraged against ; 
him. In that case the parties had some of them left the country, and tlie solicitor con- 
tinued the case, although the court intimated that he might nol. pros. Then there was 
an indictment against one of his guard. In making these arrests at an old man's house 
named Marshall, they found two of these Ku-Klux disguises. The sheriff directed this 
guard, whose name was Larrimora, to take these disguises. They have since been sent 
off' to the military. For that act, this man Larrimora was indicted for petit larceny, 
for stealing two dusters. That case was not tried, because they did not have the wit- 
nesses there. 

Question. They were Ku-Klux disguises ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. They were described as a white smock, buttoned down to tlie 
knees, with big loose sleeves, and a cap over the head; the eyes and all tliat painted, 
and with something like teeth, and whalebone running up and making long horns. 
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Larriiiiora still stands tliore indicted for petit larceny in t^tealing two dusters. Another 
indictment against one ot'liis gnaid was this: The sherilf liad some of the best citizens 
(k>wn there Avith him. E. 1'. Jones, a lawyer, wlio defended in this case, was one of 
the gnard. The sheriu directed them, wherever they saw any arms, totaketliem. 
In one honse there was a pistol, and he dir(^cted one of the guard to take it, and he 
did it. Tlie witness admitted that he got it hack two days afterwards in as good order 
as it was when taken. Still th;;t guard was indicted for petit larceny in stealing that 
])istol. Another oue of liis gr.ard was indicted for petit hirceny for stealing a gun un- 
der similar circumstances, just takiug it away. These are the indictments I r<Mnember. 
I got hold of two of the men who wvie in tliat warrant and had them arrested; in 
fact, I issued the warrant for all of them. I got tvro of th<'m — Oliver (Godfrey and 
Join] IlnnJjer — had them arrested and took them l.>efore Judge* I>. W. Wilson, wlio is 
United States connnissioner. I'he f)theis werc^ n-ported a.'^ having left. I could not 
get Koberts, who had made this rJ'lidiivit, as being one of the parties, but they were 
houud over niion very clear proof (J* tiw^r admission. They adiuitted that they had 
)telon<;ed to the company after th» y fcunid that lioberts had made the adunssioii, and 
that tliey Inul go;ie out with this crowd and whipped the liegroes. I remember partic- 
idarly that John Iluniher. in his admission, said he had joined the company upon being 
told rhat tlu'- ()hj<'ct Avas to |)rotf-et the v/omen and chil'lren in the comitry from the 
insults of till- negroes, and to protect them from bad white nu*"". and ke^p the negroes 
out (»f olliee. 1I-' >aid that that v.'as v. jiat he was toM was tljv'. ol)ject, and wlien he 
Ibnnd that tli(-y were going to <h> other thiiigs he went hoiiw' that itight. after having 
eouiuiitted tli(^ raid for v r;.«-h iris vr/rant was tak; i: out, an'l t<dd his IVither thiit he 
>voul(l not go any nuu-e. 

l^y Mr. Bucklky: 
fJuci^Cton. That he would not go with tl. "se ni"n ? 

An.^Wf V. Yes. sir. • 

(Jac'itiou. Were tliry disgnis*'?] ? 

Ausivtr. Yes, sir; they adinitt<Ml tliat they weriMii dlsgiiis;'. Many of the disguises 
were found. (h»dlrey liad merely adiuitti d that he was along. 
OiUHfknK What tin\e was that ? 

An>ia-ir, This wjirraut was taken (.iit th'' C'Ttli of O;'tober. l^TO. and this thing occurred 
a short time bel'ore. lie alti-rwards said it was on the night of the '2i)th. 

r>y the CirAinMAX : 

Quvstlon. IIoAv long had these nit=n l»een connected with this organization ? 
Aus'd'tr. That I never learned. I then managed to get an atlidavit against men iu 
another company. 

Jjy Mr. I^ucKrxY : 
Qnc^'ikm. A company of disguised men ? 

Auxwcr. Yes, sir. Trom t he l)est I can learn there w« re four cc»mpanies in that county 
in the habit of g<jing out in disguise. 

J]y the CiiAiUMAN : 
Qucsilon. In Fayett(^ County ? 

Aihsu-(r. Yes. sir. The ctnn])ai:y of Captain Stewart, of Captain ^[arshr.il. and of 
(*ai)tain IIy<h\ and another eonipany of which I f»»rget the name <»f the cai>tain. 
(Jiffsfiou. How «'XteusiA e were' these comipanies / 

Auf^H'ir. I ncA er e(tuld learn. 1 think it was supposed, and. fiom the best informa- 
tion 1 could learu, 1 ju;lge that liiere Aveie altout two hundi<*d ni the whv)le county in 
all these companu's. ]S<;w, the only men 1 could catch, that I could get aiiidavits 
against, were iho.^e ivo 1 have spoken of. ^^■hen I lirst got to Fayt.tte I was 
; i:out a <hiy in advar.ee of tlie niarshal and his Sfjuad of mounted soldiers. I innne- 
diaiely conlVrred with ^^nie im-ii. My oldeet v\^:\s to gv t out warrants against the most 
guilty ni-'.-e in the couiuy. i u' ih< re had been niiiuh rs eoiumitted tiiere, an<l have them 
leady Avli( n tliey canie. hut J found it almost ini]'ossibhMo get any men to come for- 
waid as p; cseeutors. Tlu y wtuc wiliin-^ to tell me. l)ut they had th" alarm up( n them 
and 1 ce-uld n.-t ttll ilu .n thtit the military were comiijg to protect them in ir. h'inally 
1 got a nnni naiued Allen A\'hitJi y. A circumstance liad tal^en place' in tliat county, as 
I had Itarned iVom vari-jus (piarlers. and I have r.ot hear;! it eontrvidieted by anybody: 
Some few moidhs ago an ohl man named Cole, living l)etwe< n I'ayetteville and 
'I'usealoosa, and who is now dead, was from ]u>ine. He AV(jrked several negroes. 
Souu? thirty disguised nun Avent to his house in his absonce, shot at, probably 
Avhipped some, and ran olf the negro men and ravished tiie negro Avomen. That 
Avas understood to be by Captain Hyde's eenupany. Nob.idy iit ]»articular kucAV 
Avho did it, but it was the general understanding that it Avas done by his com- 
pany. 1 was A-ery anxious to get hold of some of these men. I had sent out 
to get one of the old r.egroes Avho Avere there, and the man they AA^ere lodging 
with promised to bring them ; but he never did. 1 have subpcenas for them to appear 
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"before the grand jury. I got hold of Whitley and found that he saw a crowd of dis- 
guised meu that night very near hy, and recognized some of them, but he would not 
make an affidavit. But I asked him to walk in with mo before the probate judge, who 
is a commissioner, and 1 commenced to ask him in this way. lie stated it and I wroto 
it down ; I asked him if ho recognized anybody, and he gave me three names. I held 
it up and made him swear to it, and the commissioner issued the warrant, and I sent 
out for them, but they were gone and I did not catch them. His statement was this : 
that on the night that was done he was camping in company v»ith another wagoner 
named Alvin Smith, within half a mile of Colo's house ; that early in the night a crov, d 
of about thirty disguised men passed his camp in the direction of old man Cole's; that 
late in the night this same crowd came back from the direction of old man Colo's, and 
as they came back they stopped about half an hour at that camp, and seemed to be 
fooling around with each other. And w^hile they were thus engaged he recognized 
clearly three of the men. He recognized Luciau Jenkins, Harrison Hyde, and William 
Thompson. 

Question, Was Hyde the captain of that company ? 

Ansiver, That is the general understanding. I do not know that anybody knowrt 
positively that ho is. That was the first day I could get a warrant. It was about the 
time the soldiers came in. I sent out and had his house watched that night, but ha 
had left that evening, 1 learned. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. As these men were about the camp did this wagoner hear them state where 
they had been ? 

Aimcer, I did not ask him. I was only asking enough to get a warrant, because I 
knew I could have easily got the negroes, and they could have proved all that. I have 
never heard this transaction contradicted. It seems to be generally understood down 
thei^ that that did occur. I understand that some of them ravished an old woman 
seventy years of age. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. When was this occurrence ? 
Ansicer. Within the last three or four months. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. You spoke in this connection a little while ago of a couple of colored men 
who were killed. Will you state a little more about that ? 

Answer. The last ones killed. There have been, as I understand, three, some say as 
many as forty, killed within the last two years. I remember very v/ell from heariug 
Judge Mudd make this statement that that was a very heavy per cent, of them, 
nearly all the negroes have left the county. Perhaps there are only fifty in the couuty. 
Out of that fifty two were killed since the last court. They were killed just above 
town ; that was i)roved in court. A negro man and woman were arrested somewhere 
up in the northern part of tho county, and jilaced with a man named Hogan, a special 
deputy, perhaps, to bring them to jail. Tliey had been convicted of petit larceny 
before a justice of the peace, and bound over; it was some small offense. The man 
"brought them down to within a few miles of town and stopped, and came into 
town and got some whisky and went back. Where they had them was, I think, some- 
where in the neighborhood of Captain JIarshall's company's operations. He got his 
whisky and went back from town, and it is reported since that the negroes were taken 
out of his hands by disguised men. The negroes were found within two or three days, 
one shot, and the other hung. Tho jury of iuquest held over them reported that they 
were killed by some persons unknown. They have never yet been able to ascertain 
w ho did it. That was within three or four miles of town. 

Question. Were these facts brought out before you ? 

Aimoer. Yes, sir. I examined that case in defending the sheriff for arresting a man 
who admitted that he was a Ku-Klux. It being presumed that these Ku-Klux had 
done this, the sherift had arrested ono of them for it. In defending him on the chargo 
of assault and battery, I brought out all this, and had the man who held the inquest, 
this man Connell, examined before the court and jury. 

Question. You have spoken several times of J udge Mudd. State to tho committee who 
ho is. 

Answer. Well, Judge Mudd is judge of that circuit. I think he was judge before tho 
war, and ever since the war. I believe he has been elected judge. He is a man who 
stands remarkably high. I I'eally hardly know what his i)olitic8 are. He is very much 
opposed to all these things, and is a most excellent judge, a man of learning and great 
ability. 

Question. Ho has had that reputation through the State for years ? 
Armcer. Yes, sir. 

[At half after 1 o'clock the committee took a recess until 3 o'clock, wlu'.n the exanii- 
Batlon of tho witness, John A. Minnis, was resumed as follows :] 
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Qiictt'ion, When v/e fuljoiiriif:-/! w('i() iii:;kiijg some Htatcment in relation to tho 
rxicnt of the Ku-Klux (jrgaiii: ation i'l Fayetre County. Have you aoy further facts to 
add f 

Jiisicer. Tiiere are t\vo or tlireo oth<u' oaj<<>' t'i;it I will ;^x>oak of, there. 
Question. lYocectl with yonr statemeiit. 

Ansivcr. I learned wliilo there from party I deernod very reliable, but was unable 
to f;et tho witnesaes, as tln-y iiad moved from that county to another county,, where I 
iiave sent a snbi<oena thv th(m\, that a i?ian by tho name of Wooley^ w^ho theu lived in 
that countv, ha<l, sonic t.';:'.o durin;/ ih\'^ veai', b; on wliipncd by -.1 crowd of disjiruised 
men, and h.^; wife iiau bi ^ ; s".- ' 

By Bl:cki-1:^ : 
Qiiisilon. A white man. 
An'ciCLT. Yen, sir; it wLi-; . 

By the ruAiUTwAN : 
Question. When did yen i.i.v'i. is^ah.l ;:.ai i..,at ..iired? 

AtiSiar. Tins year. The violence upon her was so great th.iu ih? y bccaojc ahanied, 
thiidvina; (liatshe wonld die, cr was dead, and they themselves scn.t for apl^ysician, v/ho 
pive h( r f-;onie niedicir'^. Ihe juuno of tho physician I have not now. I had it, and 
cent for him and fur Wooley aridliis wife. 

Question, l^ld yon h-ar:i w'l -^Iv.v tlu-y c^L^.n '.\t' u '::^>r viiverco ^;s>:! b •;• p'\'.Kon ? 

Answer, I did n('*'. 

QuffilloH. TIov," n;ary av< ro tLrjo. 1j tlu. b;r ■ 

. ! n H iv( r. S o in e f ft e n or t v. < : n t y . 

Qucsii^i'i. W('re tlu-y disi^uLsed b'!:'" Ila-yJa:-: " 

A.HSirtr. Ye??, >sir ; aFi<l in conserfiv'-i.-o .f il-ict. a:i:l lou;; ci lils bidety, L.' iiad 
liioved to Korno county b<duv^' th' "<\ J ]( r.'!*.;. xl > tl.a;; two men, very iv<*(^!it^.y — a 
couple of i!ain(hs l)efoi'o co^n t — • .; • ' ''. > ' , ^ 1 bf:.-'. wl:*:)ped b.y a di.<.!j;!.iised 
band of nu n ; I t'e/ni]; fi\'e <^:' "y. 

By y.r. E-c?:lt.:y : 
Question. V/ere tlK\y v^ h'; . . 

J)fsicn'. Yes, s'r; andth'\VL. . : • M iii\y \Vi^< not a;. - t. I did not 

c^ee them. 1 nlso sent .subp'- pa-' b)r t'.- • . " l ir^isactioa seemed to be very littlo 
uudi'rstood l\v (.'vcn-ybody, and ii ,^;ov)d uumy wcio talhin.^i^ about tliem. For v/hat ]>ur- 
pose or pretext that vv'as> don;i I couM iKst leaiTi, nor do 1 Icnow for certain what Vs'ero 
tlieir ])',!)it!cs. I al^^o ]e:irnt.-<l f Oiii ii man r*'.-ht i i the nci^-hbarhood, and in Ids connec- 
tion, tiait an old mnn n:mu d T^dvv :'il had l-een pretty badly whipped by a crowd of 
Home f»l'c<'<, 1. < i tWv.rLv, - I > -.v : r.rronibcr how man^^-. Ho was a n-nnb- 

iican. 

By th.^ Oi:ah::,t.\n : 
Question. WhiMi Vv'cre- 1':< -. o..tv<i^'V:s ^ /inmitted ? 

.liisd'tr. They were all withiii Hi's yoiiv. Tlr.se latter o'.^,^.^..,;.^- c ^ i ihaps some- 
time this last spring-. 

By JMr. Bucku.y : 

Qimtlon. Idd yon hear what werc^ the ca^us-s assigned or th ) prett xt of these last 
widppings f 

Ausu'cr. 1 do not think I did hear any cause assigned for it. I also learned that just 
before court there was a negro man, not very far from Fayetteville, that had been ])retty 
badly whipped. He was close by tiiero and I sent oat for him two or three times. I 
finally got tlie negro who kept my horse to go out and get him. He came back and 
told me tht^ man wns afraid to come ; that we v>'onld be ieavi'.i^-- nftt-r a wldle, and he 
v>-ould be sure to bo hi!le;l if !.e cam-^ ; ^.'^ I <"!'d not see him. 

By the Cumk^ixs : 
Question. Did yon learn l:,ie- purt^t nlar.s of Lis v/hlpping ? 

Answer. No, .sir ; I only learned that ho was wliip/ped. I heiii<l a great de;d more 
about negroes being whipped in that county, and j^crhaps tho pailienlars, but I do not 
remember now, excei>t one of the last transactions, asido from this last negro that I 
spoke of. A crowd of disguised men— how many they did not know — went to tho 
plantations of tho probate judgo and United Statefj commissioner, B. W. Yv^ilson, and 
this man ]\IcConr.etl that I spoke of— they lived out on tho samiC road, not far apart — 
a few weeks before court, and shot at the negroes, and perhaps undertook to catch somo 
of them and run tlie negroes off. I am n.ot sure that they whipped any, but they took 
one and Rtarte-d. :McConnell and Wilson got a crowd and pursued, and relieved one 
tliat they apparently intrrde'/! to bang. Tlu.-c were fifteen, or twenty (vf them, I think; 
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in that crowd. They wei'e also disguised. That traasaetion I had from Wilson and 
McConnell. On my return I stopped and got dinner with an ohl man named Turner, on 
the Byler road from Decatur to Tuscaloosa. I found out that the man was a democrat, 
and he tokl mo that his brother-in-law down in Walker County had very recently been 
taken out and whipped by a disguised baud of men. He gave me the witnesses who 
knew it, and he seemed to be solicitous that the party should be prosecuted. The man 
was named Davis. His wife had been a Widow Bonner. It was her brother-in-law 
who was whipped, whose name was Davis. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. Did you hear any complaint about the conduct of the colored people living 
in Fayette County I 

Answer. Well, I heard no particular complaint made by anybody of those who were 
living there. As to those on the McConnell and Bird Wilson places that were whipped, 
these were men of the highest standing, and they did not seem to know what it was 
for. They had no complaint to make of their negroes, and knew of none. As to this 
other negro that I heard was whipped, if I heard any cause assigned for it, I do not 
remember it. Most generally there is some allegation of something or other, as I have 
given in most of the cases as far as I heard it, giving the causes which I learned as 
•the allegation for which they Avere whipped. I always, when I put on foot a prosecu- 
tion, tided to get that so as to fix my indictment to meet the case. I get the negroes' 
account of what was done. 1 heard a great deal more of negroes being whipped, and 
there is no doubt of it. I will make this statement from ray knowledge of the parties, 
derived as much from Judge Mudd as anybody else through his circuit. There is, no 
doubt, a very violent prejudice exists against negroes with white men generally, and 
especially against tlieir exercising any of the privileges that they consider belonging 
to white men, and among that class of men who never held any negroes that preju- 
dice is very violent. The few men who have not given in to that prejudice are men 
who owned negroes before the war who have largo farms now, and who want their 
labor. They are the more cultivated men. These men I find occasionally, in both par- 
ties, taking a more active part for the negroes than any other men. That man McCon- 
nell, for instance, who is a very warm democrat, is as zealous in defending their rights 
as any man I came across. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. What proportion does this class bear to the entire white population ? 

Answer. A very small proportion. From what I could learn, when the registration 
first took place in Fayette County, there were, i)erhaps, two hundred negro voters. 
They say that now there is probably not more than something like fifty negroes, or not 
much more, in the whole county. They have gone below to the negro regions, some to 
Mississippi and some to other places. 

Question, I understand you to say that about forty have been killed outright ? 

Answer. That was the estimate they gave me, that about forty had been killed alto- 
gether, and two since the last court, six months ago. 

Question. The facts you have detailed were obtained by you, I understand, in your 
official capacity, while you were in Fayette County, and during a stay of three weeks ? 

Answer. I only staid in Fayette one week during court. 

Question. And while there, your purpose was i;o learn the exact truth, with a view of 
/enforcing the law against criminals ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I learned them in that way, and in engaging in the law-suits against 
the sheriff, which involved this question, and others of that sort. 

'Question. Do you wish to make any statement in reference to any other counties ? 

Answer. I have nothing particular. I would make one statement to show what was 
the original state of affairs. As I went down to that county, I staid all night with a 
man by the name of Reason Young, who lives about eight miles below l3ecatur, in 
Moulton Valley. He was one of the wealthiest men in all that country before the war, 
and is still wealthy. Talking about this thing, ho told me he had never seen the Ku- 
Klux but once, and that was in 1869, when some thirty or forty came to his house one 
night and waked him up. They were all disguised in the same sort of disguise that 
we have been dcscril)ing heretofore, and told him that they wanted supper, v/hich ho 
got for them. They told him they had come down from the moon to see to the regula- 
tion of things in this hemisphere, and asked him a good many things ; if auything 
was going wTong. Ho told them nothing that he knew of They said that was ail 
right, to get them supper. They got their supper, and while about there they learned 
from some quarter of some person making complaint against an old negro, a black- 
smith. He did not know what that complaint was. He said they took the man out, and 
beat him nearly to death. That was the only time he ever saw them, and that was 
in 1869. He is a democrat. There is another case that occurred here since I returned 
home. The probate judge of Marshall County came to mo yesterday — Mr. Lask — and 
told me that a crowd of disguised men a very short time ago had gone out on tho 
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mountain and ^vbippe^l two ^voiiien. From all I could learn of liim they v;cre probably 
base ^voluen — wliite women, lie said that he had issued a \YarraDt for them ; that the 
sheriti"hatl not executed it, but he thought lie would do it ; that Judge Wyeth, a lawyer 
I kuow very well, a reliable ninn. a democrat, hatl told him that it was likely that the 
laws of Congress had su])erseded the l.iv/s of the legislature, and had advised hiui to 
come aud see me on the sub,jeet. 1 advised hini that, in my opinion, they had not, and 
if he thought the ^tate authorities v/ould goon and proseeute, and they could protect 
them?^(dves by this ju-ost^'jution, 1 preferred tb.at he do so. After conferring with him 
some time, and sending word to my old friend Wyetli and others, urging tliem to pros- 
ecute, I coucluded not to prosecute, but to It't the State court try its hand, which I 
printer doing in every case, as 1 think it would do more good if the State authorities 
would vigilantly prosecute. 1 hav(^ had si^veral complaints brought to my ears of things 
tliat have occurred around in tiiis vicinitv, but none to enable me to staie certainly th^* 
facts. 

Qucstio}L Have you anything further to add? 
AU'in'cr. I do not believe that I have. 

f^>utfitio)K If you have fmislu'd your statement of violations of law by bodies of men 
band«'d together and g(Mierally disguised, I desire to ask certain general questions. 
Are your State laws etiectual to punish such alleged misdeuieauors as those Union men 
who were nuiltreated were charged with f 

Answer. I think the laws themselves would be etfectual if they were enforced, but I 
do not believe tiu'y can be enforced in many j^laces, especially in eases of outrages 
against negroes, and 1 do not know as it is much better as to white Union men. 

(^ne.'itlo)). What is the difticulty in the way of enforcing the State laws .? 

^insu'er. In the first idace, in many cases you cannot g<'t the testimony. 

fjiustuni. I am siieaking now nr»t of persons who have committed these outrages, 
l)ut of the ])ersoiis upon whom outrages were committed, and I ask, if the olfenses with 
which they were (diarged were true' in fact, is there any difticulty under your State 
laws in ])uiiishing the Union men thus accused J 

Ansiirr. I do not think there is in the main. I do not know but there may be some 
])oints of defect in the law : but I think in tlie main they are ou oue side as on the 
other side, and if the laws were (Mifor<-ed they are sullicieut. 

(J)ustion. Are you familiar with the sperclu's and conversation of democratic politi- 
cians ill the South ! and, if so. state whether, in speaking of thest^ Ku-Klux operations, 
they deny, justify, or excuse them. 

^l)hsu-i'i\ In most cases, and m most of the s[)ceclies I ]iav<^ heai'd, and in the papers^ 
I hav(^ noticed 

(lut.^tion. I will come to the ]>a})*'rs dir«M^tly. 

A))sn'i]\ In most of the speeches I have ln'ard they attempt to and do virtually deny 
the existence of such an order. They insist that it does not exist. If I understand 
their position, it is generally that whatever outrages are committed are not so exten- 
sive as rei)resented. and that they are done by a few bad men, and do not proceed from 
any organization. They dieny the existence of such an organization. Then when cases, 
I have heard, are brought before them, of which there could be no sort of doubt, they 
lun e, as a general thing, I think, had a good deal to say about the causes which led to 
it and the hardships; and, while they would not justify such conduct, yet say that 
there was a good deal of excuse for it. 

(Jue.stiou. AN'hat is the tenor of tli;' democratic press on the same subject ? 

AufiU'cr. I think that has been v/orse than the speeches, as a general rule. I think J t 
has been more so. 

Question. Have you read any vi»>lent articles upholding these Ku-Klux outrages when 
committed u}>ou ladicals ! 

Answer. I tlo not rt uiember any recently ; not so much so as years back. A year or 
two l)ack there were a great many. I have not been in the habit of reading a great 
many democratic papers. 1 did not r(\ad them, except when something of the sort was 
brought to n:iy attention. I have been a pretty constant reader of the Advertiser. 1 
have J cad some articles in that within the last year that I thought very bitter; in fact, 
he and I had some controversy on that subject. 

(Jnfst'wn. Is not -the scope of the editorials aud reading matter of the democratic press 
thiMmghout the late insurrectionary States, as a general rule, iullammatory aud hostile 
to the General Uovcrument aud those who admiuister it, and to tho reconstruction 
measures ■ 

Answer. I think that in Alabama it was very much so up to a year or two back. 
Since that time there has been some modiricatiou, particularly in some of the leading 
papers. I think they are not nearly so bitter, many of them, as they were. 

(Jucsiion. Do von recoiled" about how mauv democratic papers are i)ublished in this 
State ! ^ 

Answer. Xo, sir. I knov/ that the Eutaw paper, about the time of Boyd's murder, 
was extremely bitter. 

(Jne^lioJi. Do you know a paper in this State or Mississippi called'' The Ku-Klux ?" 
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Answer. No, sir ; I have never sceu it. 

Question, Do southern papers, as a general rule, accept the '^new departure," as it is 
called by the northern democracy ? 

Ansivqr. I am inclined to think that a majority of the people in Alabama do, though 
there is a difference of opinion on that subjeot. My opinion is that a majority of them 
do, but I am inclined to think that a majority of the papers do not. 

Question. Is tho majority of southern white men opposed to even a qualified negro 
sulirage f I refer now to the southern democracy. 

Answer. 1 scarcely know how to answer that. I do not know among politicians any 
man that pretends to discuss i^olitics — any democrat of that kind in this State — who 
will openly and directly oppose negro suffrage. 1 think among this class of men of 
whom I speak that are so bitter to negroes they woultl not only bo opposed to his hav- 
ing tho right of suffrage but almost any rights at all. But the politicians, so far as I 
havo heard thorn express an opinion, seem to accept that, for the present at least, as a , 
settled thing. 

Question. Explain what you mean by the present." 

Ans^ver. I mean that that is their expression ; they say that. Occasionally they say. 

We accept it but we will not be bound." There is such a contrariety of ojuniou being 
expressed upon that subject that I can scarcely form an opinion. 

Qu<istion. Is not the fifteenth ameudment more odious than all the other reconstruc- 
tion measures combined to tho Alabama democracy ? 

Answer. I think it was at the time it was adopted. 

Question. Are tho democrats making hearty effort to educate the freedmen in view of 
tho fact that they may now voto and hold office, or do they stand aloof and render uu- 
v/illing aid in tho expectation or hope that this franchise will bo withdrawn from tho 
colored race? 

Answer. I have not had my attention drawn to that enough to say. In ■Montgomery^ 
where I havo associated and am better acquaiuted and in this place, I have heard no 
objection to their education. I have heard many say that they wished they were 
all educated ; but I think that out in the country there is more opposition to it. When 
reconstruction first took place, in most portions of the State where 1 was, it was danger- 
ous to talk &bout even attempting to educate the negro at all. It was so in Butler 
County. They would hardly allow such a man as a teacher to go there. If ho did ho 
could not get board in a white man's house. But in that county and where I have lived 
in Montgomery there has been a great change, and there has been no particular ob- 
struction, to my knowledge, there in tho way of their education. 

Question. Do they i)ay this school-tax williugly ? 

Answer. I do not think I have heard any more complaint of that than any other tax. 

Question. AVhat is you opinion as to the power of the courts to enforce tho law in 
Fayetto County without tho presence of military authority ? 

Ansiver. I do not believe, until this recent court when it went there, that it could 
have been douo at all. I had several men sworn, even somo democrats, who swore 
that the sheriff could not execute his office ; but I have great hopes that a better stato 
of things in tho future will prevail. I talked with a good many democrats there, lead- . . 
ingmen of the county. They all assured mo that they would become active in enforc- 
ing the law, to obviate all necessity for outside influence hereafter. I am satisfied that 
the result of that court, the sheriff being acquitted in those cases, a few men arrested 
and taken away, the law talked about as to their liability and various other things, 
that it will leave the county in a better condition, or we shall hear of very desperate 
deeds being done hereafter. But I hope it will bo better hereafter. 

Question. In your opinion, will the convictions which have taken place in North 
Carolina in the Federal courts, under the Ku-Klux act, so-called, have the effect of ^ 
preventing like offenses in tho future ? 

Ansiccr. My opinion is that that will havo a salutary cftect. My opinion is that the 
prosecutions I havo put on foot myself in Middle Alabama, even where the parties 
were acquitted, had a good effect. After these parties had been acquitted, in two or 
three trials, and had gone home to this county of Coosa, a young lawyer — a democrat — 
camo down from Kockford in Coosa, and I had a long talk with him. He told me ho • 
was well satisfied that the thing was existing there, and had been doing a good deal 
of mischief, and he was equally satisfied that the prosecutions, although these parties 
had been discharged, had douo good ; that they had been so alarmed, and I had got so 
near upon them in the various iiroofs I had got, and in addition to that tho expense 
was so considerable upon them, they being poor men, or men in moderate circum- 
stances, that he believed tho thing Avas broken up, and they would abandon it ; 
that they knew it would not pay, and that he hoped I would not have occasion to 
prosecute anybody in that county for anything done afterwards. Since that time I have 
not heard«of anything of the kind being committed. 

Question. If you have not already stated, and I do not remember whether you have, 
you may state now how many convictions have beeu had in tho Stato courts against 
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these v.Liio icen, banded lo;;et]ier under tliis organisation called the Ku-Ivlux Klan, for 
any ofTense committed upon Union men, white or black ? 

Ansxcer> I do not think I have heard as yet of any. I do not rc^raenibcr a caso now. 
It 13 a fact that it is very hard in tbo bast of our counties to convict a white man for 
any violence done to a colored m;in, though they do that sometimes; but in cases 
[.';rowing out of anything like a Ku-Khix organization, or men in disguise, I have 
h.eard of no convictions v\ Xh\^. State as yt-t. If I have hoard of any it has escaped my 
rocollection. 

By Mi\ Buckley : 

y^'.A cllon, I Iiave, Mr. Chairnia^i, a conimrinicaTicn written on the Cth day of July last. 
I wcHild like to ask the witnc^'^s if ho knovrs of two cases mentioned lior(% and I will 
read from this Ictti-r, and ask the question. The writer says, Some four or five weelvs 
hImco, a negro woniaii was foimd ser.seh'ss, with her little'child in the Avoods, who liad 
been then' a t^iy and nigli*". Sho vras I'cinoved to the hous^. eainc to her senses for a 
while, and h^'loro lit'r <L.'at!i t"l:I \vi:o it w;is Wv.xt beat lier. 1 had an inquest held OA^er 
\wv body, an»l liie jury foniKi. ixov\ tl:;^ Ihth^ cvidcr-ce th<.y could get, Avho some of the 
parties wc^n^, A warrant w,:s L'ho parties have never been arrested, and it ia 

said they have gone into an T'* ;:; > ity.'' Did you ln^ar of that? 

Ansu'O', lliat was in I'av' lir. 1 ju- cf that cas<\ and tlic men v. ho did it, I un- 
(]erst(K)d, v.'i nt to an adioi-.i', .; v , ':ty for a v>hile. There Avas thought to bo a good 
deal (jf iieglc(-t in ns.t getting tn- ... \v i . > 1 was down there la-.t week 1 iLnderstood 
, that tbii-y innl gune to ^I'-si-sip] . 

Que-'jiioft. " ^o:ne slid; t t'l. <• r t .ii - ur.sah. r negro woman, asl liave b>^en informed, 
Nvas shot i\o\\u in tl-.e hcM w' 'w |»ir;iuii)g le.r iier life. Th'^ party who done it was 
'mown, and ^^■ent oti' w Itlrt-'t l-. 'ng in ui)y manner interrupted, and it is said that ho 
is in Mis.-i^si])])i. ' Did y(.n };» la* ;'.n\rnnig that ease"? 

Ansicer. It' 1 dl;l, I do rot rv nn-ml^t r it tiow ; there has been so nnu-ii of that. 

(^ucyiio.f. Soitu- tv-ov> t('ks s'liee, I h:;vo been informed, a. j'sarty of disguised men 
wont to Mr. 'v ol-; * . i^-. the i'.yl'/r ro;/l; .^inl v/bipped the frviednven and Vv'omen living on 
his place."' 

Answir. Th-M i - t-.' I It.iVe -.h tu.]. .'. !>Iy >.dormatlen is thiit they v.'hipped the 

ir.en and tied ar.u ra\ is'.^'d tlie woir.'-n. 

(Jr.(f<iiou. llesiiy^in [ nn- 1 s<nit • r.u', ' r.^ping three women *' 
Aiiifsuvr. y<'s, sir, 

Qiictti'jiK I havx' . i ^ I • . v ^ • ..l \v];:t.) men l.-'h-.g taken, out at night and 
w I lipped. 

Aimv(}\ 'ri;at, 1 s.;. ^ '^is ]^'.>wl< r and Tidwelk 

C^)iicf<iion. >M l/st Vinnday niglit ( ight (vr ten disguised m<^n caTno to my }dace and 
beat with itistols t wo f.-fed-f.^'n'^ Their 'ete^ tion was either to kill or greatly abuse 
them, as they toKl them bi for^^, that thiy thi-y Vsonld do so if they would not leave my 
place.-' 

Atisiar, That v^ ^^• ( 'thi r Colonel MeCiiU'iell or Wilson. 

Quei^ilou, " 1 had two of them arrested, who were recognized by liie negroes, but one 
(d* them proved by some one that at a eertain time on that night ho was somewhere 
elso. Ko attentio'n w;5s pidd to ti: i eolored testimony, and they were diseharged." 
This was on the writer's ph<.'e. i !u>t linow vvliether he objeets to liisname being 
use<l or not. 

Answer, I thinlc that Vv a^ on Jinlge Wilson's ]dace. Such a tran-at tio^i as that did 
oecur there. 1 do not think he woiiid care if his name was r^sed. 
Qucsiioti. It v,'as Judge Vv^ilson, the connuissioner. 

Answer, He would not care, for they are as hostile to liim as they can be now. 

Qtustio)). Did yon liear anything about, the coilector of iuter'aal revenue having to 
resign his position tliere 1 

Aimvfr, Yes, sir; I hear<l of it,];ut I do not rcmeml^.er the particulars. Tie vras 
raised down, there and had to resign, and they have appointed another from adiiforent 
portion. Wb.-.^n. I was down there I heard a very well-antheuticated account of a ne- 
gro being kilk-<l in an adjoining eomity— Sanford—but it was done by men not in dis- 
guise, antl so I have n<ft Kpok<'n of it. I understand that tvro men had some dispute 
about some fruit. One of th(.'m Vv'as in hauling it out, and the man ordered the negro 
to get out, and he jnnip.-d off the wagon and started to run, and he then shot him. He 
had not been i«rosecnted. I lieard of a white man being killed under quite as bad 
circumstances probably, l-v.t I di'l not speak of these things. 

V.y Mr. ]h:v K : 

Question, Yon stated, In the, Svginnmg of your testimony, that the troubles in Ala- 
bama b.-^gan at the t •?iiC of tbo, n construetion acts and the adoption of the constitu- 
tion ? 

Ansu-i -. Tliat is the time my attention was particularly drawn to theln. 
QiKstk'):. if anytliing serlens e^ri-ted before that tlm'.% rou had ret oliscTvcd it ? 
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Amiver. I had heard a great deal of negroes beiug killed aiul whipped, and all that 
sort of thing, but I do not know that I had any personal cognizancoof anything of the 
kind. I heard a great deal of that sort of thing, but the bitterness, as I now remem- 
ber, to which my attention was drawn, commenced about the time of reconstruction. 

Question, Had or not, growing out of the reconstruction and the constitution of Ala- 
bama, particularly the mode of its adoption, a great deal of bitterness and feeling 
grown up among the people of this State f 

Answer. I thinli a very great deal. 

Question. Did they not believe that Congress had imposed a constitution upon then), 
after they had defeated it in the mode prescribed by Congress itself, by abstaining from 
voting, so that a majority of the registered votes was not cast at all f 

Anstver. That was their allegation and their hypothesis, but not mine. 

Question. It was with the great mass of the people 'i 

Answer. Yes, sir; they called it a usurxoation, and I heard a great many say they 
never would submit to it, and there was a great deal of bitterness. 

Question. Pretty universally among the white people of the State ? 

Ansivcr, Yes, sir. I lived at that time at Greenville, and there was a great deal of 
hostility to that constitution. I knew of some, and I heard of a great many others — 
white men who lived there — who notified their negroes that if they voted at all, they 
must leave ; that they could not live on their places. There was hostility enough to 
go to almost any measure to defeat it. 

Question, Is it not a fact, while Congress did by its own act provide that unless a 
majority of the registered vote was cast on the adoption or rejection of the constitu- 
tion, it should be rejected, and yet, while a majority did not vote, Congress did imi)ose 
it on these people ? 

Answer. My recollection is — I have not the thing before me to read it — that that 
states it a little too strong. My recollection is that the provision was that it should be 
the constitution if adopted in that way. It is not my recollection that they said it 
should not be the constitution unless it was adopted in that way. 

Question, Did not the act itself lu-ovide that unless a majority of the registered vote 
was cast for it, it should not stand ? 

Answer. I do not remember that. 

Question. Is it not a fact that radical members of Congress first rejected it, and that 
Mr. Stevens himself spoke of it as improper legislation for these peoi)le? 

Ansive)'. I have not it before me. I recollect there was something of the sort and 
much discussion, but I cannot recollect the particulars. 

Question. But that state of things created great feeling in the State ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were not all the officials, the judges, attorneys, members of the legislature, 
and senators, elected and imposed upon the people of this State at the same time when 
the constitution was adopted, and when the democrats did not vote at all ? 

Answer. In some few places the democrats voted. In a great many places they did 
not vote at all. 

Question. Is it not a fact that there was but one democratic member of the senate ? • 
Answer. There was but one place where a democrat was elected. 
Question. It was unanimously radical, with one exception ? 

Ansxcer. With one exception. It is true that a majority of the registered voters did 
not vote. A majority of the registered voters did not, as shown by the records made 
by the military authorities. The records show that a great deal better than I can by 
stating it. 

Question. At any rate, you had a constitution imposed upon you under these circum- 
stances, and officials elected to fill all your offices, and tvho were recognized by Con-^ 
gress as duly elected ? 

Aitswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Aud the fact that that imposition was put upon you caused bitter feeling ? 

Answer. That caused bitter feeling with those that opposed it. I think at that time, 
however, that the great mass of the white i)eo])le of Alabama would have opposed, as 
bitterly as it was in human nature to oppose — that they would have put all the bitter-; 
ness into it that human nature would have admitted, in any form or shape that it coukr 
have been presented, any government that would have allowed the negroes the right 
of sufirage, or the privileges that belong to a citizen. I think the bitterness would 
have been just as strong in any manner in which that question could have been pre- 
sented, and they would have been as much opposed to the Government, whether they 
voted or not. 

Question. W^ould they not, but for their understanding of the act of Congress, have 
•opposed with equal bitterness the election of all the members of the legislature aud 
the officials who were imposed upon them ? 

Answer. A great many of them would have been quite as bitterly opposed to them — 
I will not say all of them. 
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Question. Was not the fact that Jiuloe Gardiior Avas put upon the people iu that \Yay 
one of the .^rounds of their oppo.^iD;? hiis takino- his place ? " 

Anmver. That was one of the oroiiiids aneged,an(l ^vhat made the thiuij: particuharly 
hitter in that county was that the man he displaced was a popnlarone, a warm southern 
man, and they were very hostile to Gardner and his friends for takinj^ his place, as thev 
would have heen to any other man who advocated the doctrines which Gardner did— 
that is, the right of the ne^Toes to citizenship, and to vote particularly. 

Qncstiou. You have spoken of some precincts in a county where negroes could not 
vote with safety. Is it not the law of Alabama that per>ous, no matter in what pre- 
chict they reside, have the right to vote at the county-seat of their county? 

Amircr. fcuch is the law, although I believe the last democratic house "tried to re- 
peal it. 

QKeslioi). I hope tliey will suceec<l next time. 

Aimver. I liope they will not. Tliat is a ditference of opinion; but it is bad enough 
as it is. 

Quc^itioii. They can vote now in a dozen precincts in a day? 

Ausurr. I do not think they can, l)ecause there is a list of their names by which 
they will be detected. 

Quc^tiou. By your election laws can anvbody challenge a vote for its being cast ille- 
gally ? 

Answer. Xo, sir; no man has the right to challenge. 

Que-stion. Although the man may ]>v seen to vote half a dozen times a day f 
Annirer. You ccmld not challenge, but you may appear and have the vote stricken 
oif. 

Question, i>ut you may see him vote ten times a day, and you cannot challenge him? 

Answer. No, sir ; but you may have his vote thro^^n out if it is illegally cast. 

Question. Were not all \o\\v present ju«lgcs, and sheritfs, and attorneys, and other 
ofticers, except such as have died or have resigned since, elected at the election when 
the democrats did not vote at all ? 

^Answer. 1 think they were ; all that were elected under that original election were. 

Question. And their terms have not yet ex^tired ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sii'. A great many of tliem have been appointed or elected since. 
Question. So that the organization of your court;^ has beeli under republican aus- 
pices ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And you have had a republican gt)vernor until lately 
Ansu-<r. Yes, sir: until tlie last general election. 

Question. Under that organization have not a great majority — nearly all of your 
judges, and shcritfs, and other otiicials — been members of the republican party in Ala- 
bama ? 

Ansicer. A large majority of them were. 

Question. Who selects your jurors and your grand jurors ? 

Answer. They are selecteil by the probate judge, and the sheria:, and the circuit- 
court clerk. 

Question. These were ofhcers elected iu a great majority of cases at that time of 
wliich you have just spoken ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is it not a fact that, for any defect in the selection of jurors and grand 
jurors, the responsibility must necessarily be on the ofdcials who selected them '? 

^Inswer. I think the just responsiV)ility is n[»on the men who selected them. 

Question. As to the Eutaw difQculty you have spoken of, I believe you have stated it 
as it has been stated before, except one fact. Was there not a man named Snoddy who 
had been kille<l before that time, antl the murderers of whom the people thought that 
Boyd di<l not try to prosecute 1 

Answer. There was, perhaps, some coinjdaint of that ^nrt. A man l»v the name of 
Snoddy was killed, and two negro b»>ys, charged Y\'ith it, were taken U}>, tried, and put 
in jail. It was said that upon that trial before the justice of the peace as a court of 
inquiry, Mr. Boyd did not appear iu the inosccutioa. Mr. Boyd stated that the 
reason lie did not a])pear was Ijt'cause the parties had employed al)le counsel to repre- 
sent the State, ami there was no necessity for his appearing." That is a thiug tl^at very 
often occurs with us. It has occurred with me in this ofiice ; when able counsel were 
cmploytHl 1 have not aj)i)eared. 1 have heard eonie complaint of that in rcftrence to 
him, but I thiuk that it w:is a verv small item of the account. 

Question. He had killed I^irown f 

^Inswer. Yes, sir. 

Que>ytion. Were not Biov. n's frien«l5, not only numerous but inllucutial in the upper 
part of that county ? 

./w.sjrcr. They were numerous and indueutial iu the region of Union, and that very 
region in v.'hicli I think the great l)ody of Ku-Kiux iu that county resided. 
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Question. And many persons at least thought that the old enmity growing out of the 
killing of Brown had a great deal to do with it ? 

Ansiocr. A great many thought so, and I have no doubt it had some. I think the 
three causes I have given all combined to produce his killing — perhap's four causes. 
* QuestUyn, Have you a registration law in Alabama? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; we have. 

Question. You have mentioned now a number of cases ; the case of Henry William«, 
in Coosa County, was one, a case reported to you by him ? 

Answer. Yes/sir ; reported to me by V/iley Williams and Henry Giles. 

Question. Is not substantially all the information you have about that case derived 
from them ? 

Anstvcr. It is derived from hearing them swear upon three different trials. I had 
three trials of that case, and upon an average I had about eight witnesses, and the 
knowledge I have is derived from these witnesses. Their character and credit and the 
fact that they were whipped wore sustained. That was sustained by Mr. Maxwell^ one 
of the most respectable white men in that county. Also the fact that the church v/aa 
burned. Mr. Maxwell said on his oath that ho believed that it was done as they said. 

Question. In tho Macon County case, Lassiter was tried before the United States com- 
missioner ? 

Anstver. Yes, 'sir. 

Question. An appointee of the General Govrrnmeut and a republican, I presume ? 
Anstvcr. It is not exactly certain what he is. He was originally a republican. I iwz 
not sure now but that he claims to be more of a democrat than a republican. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Qirestion. Appointed by whom ? 

Anstvcr. Ho was appointed by Judge Busteed. I nndorfitand that he was originally 
a republican. I think he hardly now professes to be a republican, though I do noi 
think ho dabbles at all in politics. 

By Mr. Becx : 
Question. Ho acquitted tho men charged ? 
A7i8tcer. Yes, sir. 9 

Question. Tho next case was the case in Pike, of the man who had committed a rape ? 

Answer. That was down in the county adjoining Pike County. It was in Mont- 
gomery, down near the Pike County line." 

Question. There was no i)olitics mixed up either in that or the two former cases, so far 
as you were aware ? 

Amtver. There was no politics mixed up in it, nor was there, that I know of, in tho 
Aaron Lassiter case. In that case tho only politics introduced was, that General Clan- 
ton asked Lassiter how he had voted, and he said that at tho last election ho voted the 
democratic ticket. I asked him why, and ho said because this man Cash drew his pistol 
on him and made him vote it. In the first case, Williams was whipped. Giles was uo^ 
whipped. Another negro was shot at. Webb was hit a few licks, and his grave marked 
out. That was all done that night. The negro stated that these men who did it stated 
they were confederate soldiers from hell — who had come from hell to whip out every 
damned radical. 

By the Ciiaiiiman : 
Question. W()re these the men who burned the church? 

Answer. Yes, sir. ^ 
QueMion. State whether the church thus burned belonged to tho organization known 

as tho Metliodist Episcopal Church, North, or the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 
Ansiver. I believe it was a Baptist church. That was on the same night and the 

same transaction. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Qtiestion. In the case of the rape there was no politics in that ? 

Answer. None that I heard of. The girl, I understand, made affidavit that this negro 
was guilty. I understand that she went before the committing justice of the peace 
and swore that he was guilty. 

Question, Did you ever hear that she was coerced or induced, by improper influence, 
.o go there and make that affidavit ? 

Anstcer. I never heard how she came to do it except from tli;:' negroes, and that is 
perhaps guess-work. I believe his v/ife has told me since that the girl said to her that 
they made her do it. 

Question. That is, the wife of the man whipped told you so ? 

Answer'. Yes, sir. 

Question. With that exception, you never heard that she was coerced ? 
Answer. With that exception, 1 know nothing about how it was done. 
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Question, I as.k bt-caudc you were a;:-'ked l)y tli- :li:iiriiiaii »v;oitioii assumin<^ that 
:be girl was inducetl to make the affidavit. 

Answer, I never heard anything on that ^uhjeet -xcept ucm the wife of the man who 
^vas v. hipped. 

Question, lu that fhi.-.s of easi-.s of pt>r.ons -.v'l.) b td com]>Iaints to make, knowing yon 
be a United State.s oiiichil, tli-'v « aaie to wiih ilieii coniplaiuta becaiiyo ofvonr 
position ? 

Jvsiver. All those willing to pi ^>-^efiue do, but there are very few, as I find, who are 
-v illmglo proneente. 1 hud it »-ye<'uIiiigly ditlieuit to get them to make the atfida- 
vit. They are v.illing to t-jll nie if I will promise to say nothing about it, but not 
v.'illing to prosecute. 

Question. A good deal has bocn s rld ])y you and others about tho alibi being relied 
upon as a defense. Do >ou know how a man can very well defend himself otherwise 
against positive proof, even if that is false, of an aeeiiser, when a crime is said to be 
done in the night and ])rivately, than by an (dihi / 

Aimvcr. I do not think a man could well do so, where there is positive proof. IIo 
::"»ust cither discrctlit the i)n;of, or jvrove an ofihi. 

Question, I suppose tluit, wlii^n a person makt-s oath that this is so, the defendant is 
reduced to one of these two things 

Anmver. I do not sre» well how he eon'd do othi'rwi.-.e. Vrhile I am myself not prc- 
Nidieed against a man who makes a hova jid d.'fense of an al'thl, 1 think it is entitled to 
consideration; yet, in the iav^st iganoLs i have goiii into, I am satistied that in vari- 
ous cases they have been nia«lt' np. 

Question. You spoke of th" 1 1 ■iut->\ !'.'" c. -'\ le' I[< nd -rson ej.>e. Was not the de- 
fense an alibi if 

Answer. Vos, sir. 

Que^'itiou. And liendcrsc^n h.in!>' h . re ptciiively to the faets ? 

Ansn-er. Yes, sir; and, from cireJintstcnie'js that have come to my knowledge since, 
as well as the maimer (>f their swcarhig then, 1 am perfectly satished in my oVn mind 
that the best alibi proven, w ];i( h was ] Iolsea]>ple's. was proven by a man who was 
v. itli him when the deed Avas committed, and who was <):ie of tins m 'u w^hcm tho 
ne^ro did not recognize. 

Question. Was not the t< .!;ao"»y a'l v lirten i.i<,'W!i ' 

Ansu'tr. Yes, sir. 
* (Juisfion. Ijy whom ? 

Anf<w(r. J>y s(*me young nuin ; T." deik, ] forget h I: is all wiilien down 
end read to tlieju ^ cry can fully. 1 had that done. 

(Jucsllon. Is it not true that si v -n vhite men — ^dari >n Mallievrs, Ivobert Liuds.ay, 
Neal (hmnon, Mr. liutlierford, Ah'xaiuler Muloue, M. A. Campbell, and A. Ilorton, and 
' wo luvgroi^s, one named dam 'S Career and the other \VdIi;im Mathews, all testitied 
Tiuit this negro, llench-rson, wa.^ a man of notoriou.^ly bad character, and unwortiiy of 
belief on oatli ? 

^i)iswer. Som<' of tla-m te-'^r- d ,' r')ngiy, aial .^-om • nf rh-'in '!i d":Teient lan- 

guage. 

(Jne-^iion. I do not give- the wt;i\l>. 

-l/i.s?rcr. 1 s])eak also of the s'ib^tan» i . There a.> ii'muH-r riiat discredited hiin. 
Mr. Calvin (;(u>dh>e, w iih w lioiu he worked, was t!i<' oidy otlier witness 1 had who 
gave him credit. Tpon tlie examination, when 1 a>k"d v hem if they had ever heard of 
his beiiig sworn, they had. never h-'ard of it, aad di'l :i<^t know naich of his truthful- 
ness. 

Question. That testimon\ can iiW h" obtained hev- hi t'le hai:ds of Mr. Day, the 

ch'rk ■■: 

Answer. Yes, sir. 1 wdlsay, too, in thait eonnecth-!!. ^.ha- I do not think I ever had 
any witness yet, v.ho was a ('oloredmau, Imt what some white witness has been found 
t'> discredit him. As that was upon a mere pivlinunary < xamination, and not upon 
:he linal tiial, though some of these negroes liave said that they could credit them- 
selves, 1 haver.cver'yct brought them in, because we had not come to the final trud. 

Question. In the case of Henderson, you did n..»t Mistain him against these charges, 
except by the testimonv of Goodloe ? 

AnsKtr. Except by (Toodloe, for he was the o!dy \vhite witia\^s I had lier \ I h.ad no 
tune to send out for Henderson's witnesses, and I do not know w hetJi'-r ho jould have 
sustained himself or not. 

Question. There was no politic s charged in that ? 

Ansxeer. Xo, sir ; none. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. In connection with that Henderson case, I will ask how many of iheso 
v/itnesses, w ho discredited Henderson, appeared by the testimony, or from all tho circum- 
bt<ances surrounding the ca^e, their neighborhood, &c., to have participated in this 
(iutrage? 
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Answer, I could not tell about that. They were strangers to me. Most of tlieso 
men bad known Henderson but a little Avbile. He had lived over in another region of 
country, and had been but a short time in this neighborhood. Perhaps one of 
these witnesses knew him in this neighborhood; but he had not been long in Alabama. 

Question, None of them had heard him testify before ? 

Answer, No; none of them. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. You were asked if they participated in this particular outrage. 

Answer, I am going to say, one of these witnesses — and I say this here, because I do 
not expect it to go out until I get a hearing in this case — one of these witnesses, from 
the circumstances, from my knowledge derived since, and from what occurred there, 
I am satisfied, was one of the men who were along when the thing was done. I can 
give the reasons Avhy I believe so. This witness testified, as yon may see if you get 
hold of the testimony, that ho was with Mr. Ilolseapple that night, watching his mill, 
to try to catch a thief. This witness, Lindsay, a brother of the defendant, lived about 
a mile from the mill, Holseapple about three-quarters of a mile. lie swore that ho 
was with Holseapple there all night ; that they made a pallet down, and were awake 
pretty much all night; also that he went to the livery-stable and hired a horse ; and 
he described the horse. He states that nobody Avas watching him and Holseapi^le, or 
saw them there ; and that when he went home next morning he told nobody. Now, 
the horse, as he describes him, is precisely the character of horse as described by the 
negro as ridden by one of the men who did the thing, and I learn from the marshal 
that that horse is i)erhaps the only horse of that character in the neighborhood. 

By Mr. BucivLEY : 
Question, How was he described ? 

Answer. A large f>acing horse. Now, then, the fact gf his hiring the hor^e from a 
livery-stable to go a mile ; and I learn since, that when he was arrested, Holseapple 
stated to the marshal, " I could not have been there that night, for I was at home that 
night with my wife. I have not slejit from her for two years ; I can prove it by her." 
Taking these things together, I have come to the conclusion that in all probability 
Lindsay was one of the parties. I may be wrong ; but I intend to investigate it ; and 
I have not spoken of this to anybody before ; but I have taken steps to have the man 
who hired him the horse brought. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. How about the other eight witnesses ; were they there ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I do not know that they were. 
Question. Did the negro himself i>retend that they were? 

Answer. The negro only pretended that there were five, and ho identified three. I 
will Buyj as to discrediting witnesses, I believe in these cases if you will ask a great 
many men — for there is a great deal of prejudice when these things'come up — that they 
will tell you they would not believe any negro. I have found witnesses to say so. " * 

Question, Judge Minnis, when you spoke about the want of faith which you have in 
an alihi sworn to by white men 

Answer. I did not say anything of want of faith. I think it is a good and meritori- 
ous defense when well made. 

Question. Is it your experience that intelligent white men are bigger liars than ne- 
groes, as a class ? 

Answer. I do not believe they are ; but I believe (and it is my experience) that men ^ 
who go into these bands, and if guilty, (for they are guilty or not,) are ready to swear 
to anything to swear one another out. 

Question. But are white men who do not belong to these bands not more truthful 
than negroes as a race ? 

Ansicer. I would take it as a general rule to have more confidence in a white man not 
belonging to these bands than in a negro equally intelligent; because my experience^ 
is that nef^roes are not well educated; and even those somewhat intelligent have 
capacity for enlarging too much when they even intend to tell you the truth. I am 
inclined to think that I would give more credit to the white man, if I had equal confi- 
dence in both. 

Question. If I recollect aright, as to the Limestone case, you. say that grew out of a 
private quarrel ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I think the immediate cause was a private quarrel. My opinion 
is, and several democrats that I have talked with from there agree with me in it, that 
the only thing in which politics had to do with that, and probably many others, was 
that the notorious prejudice against him as a republican, and against reimblicanism, 
made them feel a greater license to whip him than anybody else, for they did not feel 
in as ranch danger ; that is what I understood. 

Question. This county of Fayette, I believe, you found the worst of the counties you 
•lave spoken of or know of now ? 
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Jnswer. Tliat is the vroTht county, so far as acts have come to my kiiowledo-e ; quite 
the worst. to 5 1 

Question. Does that adjoin Mississippi ? 

Aitsiver, No, sir; there is one county lies between it and Mississippi— Marion and 
Handford come in bet^Yeen. 

Qucsiion. It is a short distance to the line ? 
.Insircr, Not a ^reat ways. 

(Jiicstlou. And there are conveniences for escape from one State to the other ? 

Aimccr, Yes, siv, though Marion County, that lies between it and Mississippi, seems 
to liave been as quiet as any county in the State. 

Qiustloif. When thoy escape into ^Mississippi, have you any means of ffettin^ them 
back nutil they are arrested in that State ? ^ b « 

Answer, No, sir; tlie means I have is, after I have got them indicted in the United 
Slates court. I send a capias over into Mississippi. 

Qncstiou, Bat th(^ State courts have no power ? 

Answer, No, sir ; no i)ower without making a demand on the governor. 
Question. And that is after they are arrested ? 

Answer. You couhl do it upon a vvari-ant : you could make a demand upon your gov- 
ernor and he upon tlieir governor, and he would deliver him upon a Avarrant, but it 
would have to I'e nifon a wjirrant. 

nuesiii^n. In the eases in TayetU', of wiii'.h you have spoL-en, Wooley's, Fowler s, and 
Tidwell's case s, y(»u did not hear the fucts from the parties themselves ? 

.tnswer, >fot from the itartie.s ni)on wlmm the violence was eoniniitted. 

Question. It was fri^m r.^ons lipon wlion: you relied, but not from the parties them- 
seh'cs 1 

^lu^wer. Yes, sir. There wei'e oilier ca--* s only from lur.ior, but these were cases 
in whieh I believe the intoiinat Ion reliable, and,iiom everything 1 could learn, nobody 
there seeined to diNpute, that they hm] (u vurvul. 

Question. Still, the fact rc niaiiis that you did riot hear tliem from the parties them- 
selves i 

^Inswer. 1 did not in those particular cases. 

Question, Is the judge hiuiself a reimbliean (;;• a demoerat ? 

Answer. I never asked him, and it is hard f )r me to tell. ^My impression is this : I 
think he voted for (Governor Smith, and 1 think he voted the balance of the democratic 
ticket ; he is a conservatives man in jiolities, and eminently a good jurist, and I think 
he is trying to eulbrce the law. 

Question. Is the probate judge a rciiubliean ? 

^ins^-er. Yes, sir. 

Quistion. Is the sherilT a republican ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. AVere the men who selected the jurors and grand jurors reimblicans or 
democrats ? 

Answer. The clerk of the court was a democrat. 
Question. But two out of three were re])ublicans ? 
ulnswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And it vras that jury that found the indictments against the sheritT? 
Answer. Y(>s, sir. I was not there to see how they were selected, but 1 suppose so. 
Question. You have stated that the law provides that these men should have the 
fcelection of tin; jury 
.Inswer. Yes, sir. 

Qu(-stion. And two out of the three men who selected them Vv'ere re})ublicans ? 
^tnswir. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is it not tru<^ that a v-. ry large number of the young men in Fayette, 
ston, and Vv'alker Cour.ties joined the 1 edeial Army, and fought in it through the war / 

Answer. I do not know to well ahout any otheis as Fayette, not having been in 
them, but in I'ayette County I understand tinit a great miiuy young men joined the 
Federal Army and fought tliiougli the war; I also learnecb in tulking to thorn and 
others, to old men jtiirtieu'larly, that in tin ir opinion — and They had eeunted the men 
— if an (lection could l)c hel<rwithont iut^miihition, openly, they w<»uld be ii\)\e. at any 
time to ciirry that county ; th( y had carried it in the sheriffs election. ]Most of these 
men tliat were in the Federal Army are now reiiublicans, and some few who were 
( (Uifederates. 'J he sherilf wtis a eai>{iiin in the confederate army, and a few who were 
in the Federal Army are democrats. I asked them, "'If you have such a power, why 
do you not put this'thing down They said, To do that we must do as they do — 
disguise and kill.'' The' sherilf said, " Vviien I gather my posse, I could command the 
posse, an.d I could depend upon them ; but as soon as I get home, I meet my wife cry- 
ing, saying that they have been there shooting into the house. When we scatter to 
our houses, we do not know at what time we are to be shot down ; ami living with our 
lives in our hands in this way, we have become disheartened, and do not know what to 
do.'- That is the hypothesis 'vhey gave me for this thing. Another thing : one of the 
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prejudices against the sheriff, which was umch prochximed, wa3, that the posse was 
composed largely of those men who had been in the Federal Army. I heard a dis- 
tinction of names and parties there that I never had heard heforo. Those men sup- 
posed to be Ku-Klux and those sympatizing with them called those who had been in the 
Federal Army "Mossy backs." It was of them that his posse was lar^^ely composed. 
I learned from all parties, that one cause of so much excitement against the sheriff 
was, that he had summoned a posse of Mossy backs," men who were in the Federal 
Army, " to arrest us who were in the confederate army." That is why he was more 
objectionable to them than any other man, as I learned. 

Question, The chairman, in his last general question to you, put it in this form : that 
they were seeking to murder off Union men. Is there*^ any such distinction now iu 
Alabama of recognized political parties, as Union and disunion parties, openly recog- 
nized ? 

Aimccr. I cannot say that I know of any i)arty which recognizes itself as a disunion 
party. And I would say that if any man x^ublicly was called, upon to declare that ho 
was a disunion man, if he had any i)olitical aspirations, I do not think that he would 
say it. I do know that there are men, even in this city, that I have talked with since 
I have been here, intelligent men, who have told me that they would yet be for disunion 
if it could be hadj that, in their opinion, the South and the North would be better iu 
separate governments. 

Question. Is there any such organized party ? 

Anmer, There is not, that I know of. 

Question. Therefore, in the designation of Union men, what do you undefataud that 
to mean ? 

Answer. Republicans Very often speak of themselves as Union men, perhaps with a 
view of creating that distinction, but I do not think it is recognized by the other side. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. You have a clasa of men, who denominate themselves Union men, scattered 
over the State? 

Ansioer, Yes, sir ; scattering men, but not such an organization as a party ; they belong 
to one or other of the parties ; there are a great many men I know who have been 
voting all the time with the democratic party, who call themselves Union men, and do 
not like to be called anything else ; theie are some of these who were old-line whigs, 
and they do not like to be called democrats, and yet they mostly vote with the demo- 
cratic party. 

By ^Ir. Beck : 

Question. You have been asked whether or not the fifte-enth auK^ndment was ngit the 
great ground of complaint here. Was not the fourteenth amendment quite as much 
complained of, with its disqualifying clause ? 

Answer. 1 will say now what 1 did not think of in speaking of the other. The feature 
in the fourteenth amendment, disqualifying or rendering men ineligible, was very 
odious, and I do not know but it has done as much to keep up the irritation as any onc» 
thing connected with the whole of the reconstruction. I myself believe that, while it 
was imposed, I think, for the veiy best motives, and was well at the time, it ought to 
have been repealed, or the disabilities removed ; and I have thought so for years. 

Question, What would be the cfiect of the removal ? 

Anbwer. The removal of these disabilities, iu my opinion, would have a very salutary 
cfiect. 

Qtiestiom, How? I want Congress to understand your views upon that. 

Antu'cr, In the fir^t place, thtn, as every man is allowed to vote, it is not good to kee^ 
men out of oflice, for there are always as bad men who are eligible to office as an j' who 
are not eligible. 

Question, You think an idea can always find a representative? 

Antxcer, Yes, ^ir, find a representative. In the uiseusisions I met cn the subject, the 
most difficult thing in the whole republican x^rogranime I have found to meet, is that 
disqualification for office. There are some men in this State, who are disqualified, who 
are very good men. Young men, seeing their fathers disqualified, fiud it a source of 
very great irritation, and one that appeals very much to the passions as well as to the 
reason, if to the reason at all. Take the case of a youug man. He eays, Here is the 
negro I used to own, eligible to any office ; and here is my lather, an intelligent man,, 
who is ineligible to any office." I think it would do a great deal of good to remove 
such disabilities, and that it could do no possible harm. Aside from that feature in 
the fourteenth amendment, I think the fifteenth amendment was the most oclious of 
all the reeoustniction measures. I am candid iu saying that if I had my will on the 
subject of ineligibility, I should just wipe it out clean; 1 do not care whether a man 
was etlucated at West Point or where, or what office he had held before the war. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
QHCStim. Is not that the position of the republican party of Alabama? 
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Ajiswer. That is the position of the republican party of AlAbama, so far as I know. 
^ Qnt stton, Did tht-v so declare in their convention last year ? 

Ansu'O'. They did ; and, with a very few exceptions, it is the desire and wish of tho 
whole party of this IState. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Qucsihn. lias there not been a good deal of difficulty, if a negro did happen to want 
to\otc the democratic ticket, for him to maintain social i)osition with his colored 
brel.hrcn f Did he not run a risk ? 

J fi fairer. I ha\ e heard that said, and have heard negroes speaking in bitter terms of 
a ne-;ro who would forsake his own class. I have never heard, however, of any par- 
ticular ease where one has been ostracised or injured. I know some in Mont"-omerv 
who voted the democratic ticket. I never knew one to be injured. 1 have always 
iiistt ucted them, when I have heard of anv such thing, never to think of doino- such as 
thing. 

By the Ciiaikman: 

Qur^l'wn. You eay that in a m^ijority of the counties the democrats, in 1863, abstained 
fiom voting at the election held for the ratification of the new constitution, and the 
election (jf ofiicers under that constitution f 

Aih'iwt'r. Yes, sir. 

(hi^>^tiou, 1 ask you to state whether they were not so counseled by Andrew Johnson, 
then Pn'sident of the United States; and was it not the general understanding that 
that v/as their l>est policy f 

Jihsirer. While 1 do not remember now of seeing anything directly from him, I may 
hav(^ done so, but I have forgotten it; my recollection is, however, \hat that was the 
u nderstanding, and probably as coming from Governor Parsons. 

By Mr. Beck : 
0)us{tou. AVhich Governor Parsons? 

Ausircv. Lewis E. Parsons. 1 think, myself, it was a bad policy. 
By the Chairman : 

Qiif'i-ifion. You have been asked by Mr. Beck whether your election law allows any 
. chalhMige of voters at, the polls, and you have answered that it did not. I will ask you 
to state in this connection what abuses of the power of challenge would exist, in aU 
]>i(>bability, if it were allowed. 

Jw.sicer. In the lirst place, I think that as at that time men resort to extraordinary 
means, as I know they have done, to carry an election, it woul(J give an advantage to 
those challenging negro votes, for it is always harder for a negro to show his age,\fec.. 
and it would defeat the whole vote being cast. But there is another feature which is 
still NYdrse. You go into a neighborhood where there are a great many negroes, and 
with bauds of disguised men, or otht^'rwise, whip these negroes, so as to keep them in 
an humbled and inferior condition, a great many of these whippings being trace- 
able To the i)olities, and the negroes will be scared and intimidated. Now, let your 
n<'ijro be challenged as to his vote by one of those men, and he would instantly 
turn and run, and you would as eti'ectually prevent the casting of their vote in 
this way as l>y whipping them directly for it. 

(^nc.siion. Do southern democrats claim that such men as Davis, Toombs, Stephens, 
and others, who had violated their oaths to support the Constitution of the United 
State?, and who had, as leaders, endeavored for four years to destroy the Union, should 
be trusted to hold ofrice again under the Constitution upon a repetition of the oath 
thev had once violated ? 

Amwer. 1 cannot say what southern democrats hold and how far they would trust 
theui with office, but I say myself I believe these men are no worse than others who 
went voluntarily into the war, and that they ought to be trusted with office if their 
constituency would elect them. 

QiK tstion, Do you think such men could be trusted to enforce the obnoxious clause of 
th<' fourteenth amendment and the entire fifteenth amendment? 

Ansu-er. 1 do not know whether they could or not. 11' their constituency sent them 
there for the purpose, I do not know whether they would or not; but their constitu- 
ency ought to have the right to vote for them; and if they had a good constituency 
who did not think tln^m safe, they would not trust them; and if they did put one of 
these men up, I hope our Government will not be in such a fix that these men could do 
it any harm, for if so, we would be in a bad fix, indeed. 

(^>uc^tion. Do not these men now denounce the fifteenth amendment as unconstitu- 
tional, revolutionary, and void f , ^, , .1 ^ 

Ansircr. 1 think that Toombs, Davis, and Stephens do. That may be the feeling of 
a <rreat many d(imocrats. As 1 have stated my opinion veiy strong on the other hand, 
I will state that I myself feel, at'least, some fear that a great many democrats who ard 

30 A 
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apparently favorinoj tbis now departure are not iu good faith about it. I have my 
own doubts about that. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. Do you think there is any other way for the two races in Alabama, being 
nearly equally divided hero in numbers, to live in a peaceful way except upon the basis 
of complete civil and political equality ? 

Answc7\ My opinion is this, that, in a republican government, democratic in princi- 
ple, every man who is a citizen upon the fundamental principles of government has a 
right to the privileges of the Government, and the fullest privileges. I do not believe 
that is merely a j)rivilege, but a right. If they are citizens, they are entitled to and 
must enjoy ail these rights of citizens, or you challenge the fundamental principles of 
your Government, or you must separate the two races. I think one of these three 
proi)ositions must follow. 



Montgomery, Alabama, October 20, 1871. 
JOHN A. MINNIS recalled, testified as follows : 

By the Chairman: 
Question, You are the district attorney for Alabama, are you not 1 
Answer. I am for the middle and northern districts. 
Question. Are you acquainted with the district judge, Richard Busteed? 
Ansiher. Yes, sir. 

Question. 1 will ask you to state to the committee whether you had any conversation 
with Judge Busteed before his going to Washington, when ho gave his testimony before 
the committee on the 2.3d of June, 1871. 

Answer. I was with him at court at Huntsville and at a court here, and had frequent 
conversations with him, and had some just before he left. At the court at Huntsville 
there was no grand jury until I got there, on Monday. It was ordered on Tuesday, 
and I presented no cases there except one post-offieo case. That was bound over. They 
were not prex^arecl, not knowing whether there would be a grand jury or not. When 
we came down here, there were some cases bound over of the same character, and there 
had been some complaint made to mo about outrages. I had several letters, and in 
getting him to order the grand jury I showed him all these and the reasons for it. I 
had a good deal of talk with hiin, first and last, about the situation of the country. 

Question. I will ask you to state to the committee what opinion he expressed, if any, 
relative to the existence of the Ku-Klux Klan in the State of Alabama, and what opin- 
ion he expressed of the indebtedness of the Federal officers to his personal influence for 
not being interfered with by that organization ? 

Ansi.vcr. A day or two, probably the day before he left, (my office was then in this, 
room,) he came in here. I think myself and General Healy, and he, were present, and 
in conversation that question came up, particularly as to the legislation necessary upon 
it by Cougress. He drew up a rough draught and asked me to copy it, giving what he 
thought, or the legislation that he would recommend upon the subject. Ho asked me to 
copy it, and he wanted me and General Healy to indorse it ; this, I think, was just 
before his leaving, after having held the November term, 1870, Avhich runs into 1871 ; I 
think as late as March. 

Question. General Healy was United States marshal? > 

Ans^ver. United States marshal. It was either at the time he gave it to me to copy, 
or after I had copied it, and it was in this room that avo were talking upon the subject. 
At that time we had heard of a great deal in West Alabama, and the subject we 
were talking about was, that it was approaching nearer here, or perhaps into Perry, or 
some other county nearer than it had been before. His plan, which he wanted us to 
recommend, and which we did recommend, was to give the United States courts a 
much more extended jurisdiction over almost every 8i)ecios of offenses than has beeJi 
done by any of the bills, but it did not have iu it the military feature. That was his 
plan. In talkiug about that, and in view of some very alarming thiugs we had just 
heard from West Alabama, I perhaps remarked to him, ''I don't know that we would 
even be safe here, but for the protection of the United States court." He seemed to, as 
I thought, agree to that proposition ; he made this remark, rather hitting himself on 
his breast or tapping himself, **Boy8, do not say *but for the United States court,' you 
would not be safe here ; but for mCj you would not be safe here." That was his exp'res- 
gion, as I remember it, at any rate that was the idea. 

Question. What was the nature of the disturbiiuce which was the subject of the con- 
versation in reference to West Alabama ? 

Ansivei: I can't remember just what it was ; we had so many accounts of startling 
affairs. 
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Question. Were they Ku-Kliix disturbances ? 
, Ansicer, They were said to be committed by men in dis^rnisc 
orjmtati^n '^^'''''^ '"""^^ '^''''^^ ""^'"''^ existence of these disturbances by that 

Ansicer. I do iiotihink I ever lieard him express any doubi about it, as I remcmbei- 
except ,u his charges-! mean privately; but in his charges to the grand ut he 
generally complimented them upon the peaceable condition of tlie couut?v. He would 
ompliment the country and the grand jury upon the peaceable condition of ihinc's 

(Jiietitton. But his private conversations were of a different character ? 

.l/^•^«vr I never heard him express a doubt about tlie existence of the organization 
or the disturbances as I remember. I will not be certain th.ut I have repeated his 
exact hmguage, but I have given the idea. ^ 

(.nu'siion. Does Judge Busteed reside in this State? 

AuHirer. Well, I think not. In all the business I have with him to get anv certifi- 
cates, cV^c, I have to send to New York, except it be right in court time. If he has been 
here since court, I do not know it; or if he was here before, except duriu<r the courts 
court"^' """'^^ remember it. He might have been here at some bankrupt 

By Mr. Buckley : 

(Jticsfiou. Where do you address liim ? 

An.surr. I always address my letters to him at Jamaica, New York. 

(Jnesiiou. Was it in Judge Busteed's court that J. L. Perkins, foreman of the gnmd 
jury, made the rer.ort which is found upon jiage 330 of the printinl testimouv rehitiu<r 
to th(^ condition ot affairs in the State of Alabama f ^ 

A)isur)\ Yes, sir. It was a grand jury which I had been atteuding myself. The 
rci)ort was made to him. 1 knew nothing about any sort of report that"^ thev were 
going to make. I did not know that they had (h\awn it up. The first I knew of it 
Jutlge Busteed called me to the bench when they had made it, and said, " You ou"-ht 
to look at it." He said, " That will sustain you^n everything you said." 

(Juetitiou. Judge Busteed said that to you f 

AuHwer. When that report was made, the first I kn<^w that such a thing was even 
consi(h'red, or that there was a report of that character, was when they carne in with 
their bills, and I was done and presented ilie report to Judge Busteed. He motioned me 
up to the bencli, and said to me, That is a very important i)aper to us. It sustains 
you in everything you have said." I understood that to be in reference to a contro- 
versy 1 had had in some of the papers in relation" to whether there was such a thing or 
not. 

Question. At what term of the court was that report made ? 

Ansurr. It was at the May term, I think. I do not remember that it was in May, 
but it was the Mny term. 

Question. Of this present year ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. As I desire to have that report incorporated in your testimony, T will ask 
you to look at the report I now sliow you, and state w hether that is the one printed 
on page 330 of the testimony taken before this committee in relation to the State of 
Alabama. 



Answer. I cannot say that that is an exact copy, not having the original now tocom- 
ire them, but from my recollection it is Uu) substance of it. I reeolleet it very well, 

id I reckon th\<i is Ji lif«»r:il rnnv. T \v<iiil<l fliiidr Rn. 



P^l'f , . 

and I reckon this is a literal copy. I would think so. 
The report is as follows : 



liejwrt of grand jurors of middle district of Alabama. 
To the Hon. Kiciiard Busteed : 

*• The grand jurors of the middle district of Alabama beg leave to make their report. 
We regret to be compelled, from the evidence brought before us, to say we are forced 
to the conclusion that in some parts of this district there have been frequent and out- 
rageous violations of law. Without provocation, both w^hite and colored persons have 
been beaten, whipped, shot at, wounded, and some killed, while in the i)eacH.'abIe pur- 
suits ot the rights secured to them by the Constitution and laws of the United States, 
by persons in most instances disguised, and whom it has not been possible, from the 
evidence before us, to identify, except iu the cases reported by us. We (hjplore this 
state of things, and wish thns'publicly and ofhcially to exi)ress our disapprobation and 
to denounce all who are engaged in them, and pledge oursdvcis to put a stop to them, 
so lar as in our power, and call upon all good citizens througliout the State to aid the 
authorities to bring these criminals to justice. We owe it to ourselves, our citizens, 
and to the fair fame of our State to do this. 

" We are hajipy, however, to state that we find nothing in the evidence before us to 
implicate the great body of the people iu these outrages, or to show that there is any or- 
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ganized band of Ku-Klux (so called) throughout the district, but believe that the great 
mass of the people are opposed to sucli an organization, which exists only in cei taiu 
localities in the counties of Macon, Coosa, and Tallapoosa, and these confined to a few 
persons. 

" With these views, and believing that our services are no longer required in the 
interest of the Government, we ask to be discharged. 

J. L. PERKINS, 

Foreman Grand Jury, 

'*\Ve object to the report on account of its generalities, i)referring to specify the jjar- 
ticuiar occurrences. 

" BENJ. F. NOBLE. 
WM. H. SMITH. , 

" Itesolvedj That the thanks of this grand jury are due, and hereby tendered to, the 
Hon. Richard Busteed, for his able, dignified, and impartial charge to us, and for his 
gentlemanly bearing toward us, while engaged in the discharge of our duties ; and 
a 1.^0 to the Hon. J. A. Minnis, district attornej^, for his ability and courtesy while 
assisting and advisinjj us as to the cases before us ; and also to the Hon. R. W. Hcaly, 
United States marshal, and other officers, for their politeness and tare for our com- 
fort. 

« J. L. PERKINS, 

Foreman Grand Jnry.'^'] 

By Mr. Blaik : 

Question. Judge, in regard to the claim of Judge Busteed to have afforded protection 
to the United States court, do you not think that was a little pleasant gasconade of his ? 

Answer, Well, I thought, when he put his hand on his breast and said, My boys,'' 
that that was ; but in regard to his views of the protection afforded by the court and 
of the necessity for that protection, I could not form such an opinion from the fact 
that we were at that time, and had been discussing a reconmiendation of his which he 
said he wanted to make to Congress and which he wanted us to indorse, which, if I 
recollect aright, gave i>retty much an entire concurrent jurisdiction with the State 
courts in all cases of personal rights. That was the substance really of wliat he drew 
up as a plan of his own. As I understood him, he was opposed to calling in the mili- 
tary, and was in favor of very much strengthening the civil authorities of the United 
States, and that, as I understood from him, was what he would ask or what he would 
iise his influence to have Congress pass. It was very much the same idea that I hiul 
heard from Alex. White in this State, audi think their views corresponded very much, 
although his bill would have been a little stronger than I would hav;e given. I had 
signed a recommendation, and General Healey did, too, I think, indorsing his proposition. 

Question. Are not the judges of the State court quite equal to Judge Busteed in legal 
lore ? 

Ansicer. Well, I do not think myself that we have any judges, in the State courts at 
least, who are superior to Judge lJusteed in point of discrimination and real ability. 
I think very likely we have jndges in the State courts that are, I may say, more 
learned, or equal to him, at least, in learning. 

Question. It does not require any very great acumen in a judge to sit in criminal 
cases ? 

Answer. No, sir ; it does not require any great learning. ^ 
"Question. The laws are simple ? 

Answer. The laws are simple and plain. It is more from an adaptation to that par- 
ticular thing than it is to any great legal learning, I think; and I think we have some 
very good judges. I think Judge Mudd is one. 

Question. Now, when you have good jndges all over the State, and in every county * 
of the State, armed with the same authority that Judge Busteed has or would have 
under that law, with courts sitting oftener, do you think there is any sort of necessity^ 
for giving a jurisdiction to the courts of the United States beyond a desire to draw to 
the General Government itself additional powers ? 

Answer. My opinion is that, so far as the enforcement of the fourteenth and fifteenth 
amendments in the State of Alabama is concerned, it was necessary that the United 
States should have the jurisdiction to afford anything like adequate protection, for this 
reason : While I believe that in Alabama we have good judges, fully able and fully 
willing, and having every disposition to enforce law, I do not believe that in many 
localities, trying offenses right where they are committed, parties could bo convicted; 
and while I think to some extent the same difficulty would exist by bringing it into 
the United States courts, yet you would have a chance of getting more disinterested 
jurors, not atfected to the same extent with the prejudices that prevail against the 
punishment of certain offenses. 

Questiou. Then you would break down the old theory that has come to us from our 
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En^i^lisli ancestors of liaviiin: a trial hy a jury of the vicinat^e, aud draj^ everj man 
accused across the State, compelling liim to bring Iiis witnesses and incur expenses, 
and to be put on his defense for every petty charge you could trump up against him 

Ansnrr, 1 myself would not desire to do it for every petty offense. I thmk that svs- 
teni has its evils, but in my opinion, as I before stated, if these olfenses are punished 
at all in many localities, it will have to be done in that way ; as to whether i"-, is better 
to let the offenses go unpunished, or to punish them under those disadvantages, is a 
question that ean be considered ; but I still think that they will not be punished unless 
they are punished in that way. I would not be willing to support a law that would 
carry it to the extent that I thought Judge B^stecd did. I do myself, though, approve 
and indorse the acts of Congress to the extent that they have been passed. I do 
believe that the punishment of that class of offenses is of sufficient importance to 
justify at least that much inroad at present. I would not be willing to go any further, 
and hope there will not be any necessity for it. I will say further, to show' both mv 
opinion and the feelings on that subject in one of the counties— I allude to Limestone 
County, in North Alabama— when 1 was at Huntsville, they telegraphed me to come 
There. There had been a good many outrages in that county. 1 found the county 
^(tlicitor, who was a very warm democrat, but bent upon prosecution. I found, as I 
believe, the people in that county determined to put it down ; democrats as active as 
anybody else. Although even some democrats thought I had better take warrants for 
the I'nited States, 1 declined to do so, and reasoned with them that I believed that 
inasnnich as there was a disposition to exe*^ute the laws, and, as I believed, in good 
faith to i>ut these things down, I thcmght they could do it if they would try, and it 
would have a better inllnence to do it through the local authorities than to have it 
done in the United States C(mrt. Therefore, for the time, at least, I declined to put on 
foot any i)rosecution, and left with tln' county solicitor, who was a warm democrat, as 
J stat( d, authority, if he tliought best, to prosecute in the United States courts in my 
nauK'. after consulting with the best citizens there. He was authorized in my name 
To do it. Jind I left it in their own hands. 

(JtK.sltou. In }o\\r reconntiendation, in conjunction with Judge Busteed, to extend the 
range of your authority, do you not think there was something that is inherent in the 
constitnlion (jf oflicials to extend their power and authority? 

AitHH-ir. 1 think there is somethingof that in some; in others I have found that they 
would i'ven jjrefer not to have any more cast upon them than was necessary. Judge 
Busteed is, in my o])inion, a man who is tolerably fond of authority. 

(JiuKlioii. In tins case, so far as you are eoucerned, being district attorney, it would 
add t() your enu)luments ? 

Ansfcry. [ sup]iose it would. 

(Jmsdon. Therefore your own judgment in matters affecting the power of your office, 
its importance, an<l the augmentation of its emoluments, is not altogether to be trusted 
as impartial 

Antiicer. I Avonld say that, in signing that paper, I never thought about that question. 
I do not think it <'nte'red into my mind. I did it because I thought myself that some 
legislation was necessary. That v>^as before this last bill was passed, I think. Upon 
riflection, 1 think it was at the Xov(^mber term. I will make that correction. It Avas 
at the Novend)er term instead of the May terra. The way I got into that difficulty is 
this: the November term did not sit until January or LVbruary; it ran on, and was 
};osti>oned until some time in the spring; it was before I went on to Washington, and 
J left there belbre this hist bill passed. 

(Ji(f,s(ion. Then yon were even in advance of Congress in the desire to augment your 
authority ? 

Ansu-cr. I was going on to make this statement, that I was and am in favor of the 
bills as jiassed, as I luive said. I signed that recommendation of Judge Busteed, be- 
lieving that souK^ legislation was necessary, and as that seemed to be his opinion, I v. as 
willing to recommend it, and did sign it without any alteration, although 1 would not 
have gone myself to the extent he did. 

(JucsCion. Mine was a general qu(>stion, and was one I would like you to answer— 
whether you do not feel that officials in your p(»sition, in making such recommendation 
tending to the augmentation of their own power and dignity and emoluments, are to 
be distrusted bv a'^people who want to preserve their freedom ? 

Au.'ircr. 1 will say that in my own recommendation 1 never thought about the effect 
n would have on my office. As a<];iMiernl rule, acting upon such reeommendations 
invself. 1 think that 1 should make a reasonable allowance for anything of that sort. 
As^ to how mudi weight it would have with me in view of that, would depend, perhaps, 
something upon the man. Some men it would iniluence, perhaps, considerably; some 
h^ss : others not at all. i i 

Ouffiiion. It is true that some persons are exempt from these inhrmities, and perhaps 
yon are, but, as a general thing, a people that want to preserve their liberties should 
guard against the"iugnientation of power in the hands of officials, and distrust them. 
Is that not a true proposition? 
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Avsicer. I do not think that men who are in power are any more to he distrusted than 
men who want to get in x^ower. I think the people should well look to both, to guard 
their rights. I believe very much in the old adage, that " Eternal vigilance is theimce 
of liberty." 

Question, That is a good democratic motto, but people who simply want to get into 
power are not dangerous, for the reason that they have not yet got it, while those who 
nave the power and want more, are most to be distrusted, are they not ? 

Answer. Well, I do not know which to say is the most general rule ; but men who 
are out of power and very anxious to get in, are equally as much to be distrusted as 
men in power. Men who are in power have already shown, to some extent, or for some 
time, the manner in which they are going to exercise that power ; but men out of 
power are very ajit to promise a great deal, and, I think, very often are more to be dis- 
trusted than those who are in j^ower. 

Question. It is probably a natural thing for those who are in power to hold that 
position, but I cannot see, judge, and I would like you to explain to me, how those who 
have no power can be dangerous to the liberties of the people. 

Answer. As long as they are out of power, of course they are not dangerous, except as 
to the doctrines they may teach or the ideas they may inculcate ; but their anxiety to 
get into power may cause them to take positions and entertain views which, if they 
succeed in getting into power, would even make them more dangerous than those who 
are in x)ower. 

Question. Especially if, after they get into power, they made such recommendations 
as you do ? 

Answer. I do not think that the recommendation I made was particularly dangerous, 
while, at the same time, I do think that the better policy would not have gone to that 
extent, nor did I expect Congress to pass any law that would go to that extent. 

Question. I do not know to what extent they would go. • 

Answer. Whatever danger there might be in extending the jurisdiction of the Uuitod 
States courts in deciding upon the rights of persons, there is not in that the danger to 
public liberty that there is in a Ku-Klux Klan. 

Question. Have not from all time those who j)lead for power and the increase of power 
in their own hands, made the same excuse? 

Answf^r. Yes, sir, I think they have : and I think, on the other hand, that in all timo 
those who want to commit depredations have fouud fault with the law. 

Question.' You. never have heard, then, in your reading, of j^ersous who found fault 
with excessive authority, who were other than peo^de who wanted to commit wrong f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You have heard of such ? 

Answer, I have heard of such things, and I have heard of such things as men wanting 
to have even stronger authority than I have thought of, who, 1 believed, did not want 
to dei>rive anybody of any liberty. I have h«'ard on both sides of men eutel-taining 
very extreme opinions, both good and bad men. ' 

Question. 1 shall not pursue the topic further, as I find it impossible to convince an 
official or make him distrust authority. 

Answer. I think I am as distrustful of authority as a man ought to be, and, at the 
same time, I. am fully impressed with the fact that while we talk so much about 
liberty, there is no liberty without law. 

Question. There ought to be* a good deal of liberty under the immense quantity of - 
hnvs the radicals have passed. ^ 

AnswfT. That might be true, but in some x>ortions of Alabama there is very little 
liberty under the laws which the Ku-KIux have passed for us. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. You desire to make some statement supplementary to your testimony here- 
tofore given ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. A question was put to me by Mr. Beck, calling my attention to 
point which I did not answer fully, and I have prepared a more extended and careful 
answer, which I now Hubmit. 

Mr, Blair. Read it, and let us see what it is. [The witness reads the paper here- 
inafter given.] 

Mr. Blaik. I make this objection t() that paper : It is a written essay, and if this is 
received, I shall have some essays written by the best men in this State, and havo 
them introduced and read before the committee, for I know I can find twenty gentle- 
men in this State who can produce essays fully equal to that in au^^ point of view*. 
That is not what Congress wants. It is not what we are sent here to get. We are 
supposed to be able to discuss these questions ourselves just as well as this gen- 
tleman, and if that i)a])er is admitted, I shall most assuredly write to several geutle- 
n)Pn whom I know, and have them called before us to read essays. 

The CiiAUiMAN. This case is difierent from the case you put, in that Judge Minnis 
was a witness before the eonmiittee at iluntsville, and a^luestiou was there put to 
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him by Judge Bock, roprcsoiitinc: tho minority, which he did not an.s^vo^ fully. Ho 
(lc>ired to «4ive ji more extended one, iind it seemed but fairto allow it. I did not know 
what the character of his answer would be, and I thought it would be fairto allow 
him to make a supplemiMitary statement, iuabmuch ai* he stated that he had not made 
a lull answer. 

Mr. IjL.vik. I am not in favor of gratifying any gentleman who wants to occupy so 
mneli space in this innnense )KM)k, and I give you fair notice that I shall ask to bo 
hrurd through one or more written essays by some of the strongest men in the State. 
Th*\se lucubrations are not what Congress wants, and 1 think it is very uureasonablo 
to ex])ect that we shall give this essay publication. It is very good, but not equal to 
ten thousand such things as you Senators get off there every week during the session 
of Congress— you, on your side. It does not touch anything but abstract principles ; 
it does not deal with anything else. 

The CilATiiMAX. I would ]>ut th(^ admission of this answer on the ground that the 
witness came forward and stated that he had not answered the (juestion which Judge 
Vivck jMit at lluntsviUe as fully as lie desired to do. Without knowing what answer 
he would nuike, I rt-called him. His answer is certainly responsive to the question, 
and if the ({Ueslions are i>roi)er. the answers are pro])er. 

Mr. Blah:. The ([uestions were never ])ut in view of such an answer as that. It 
was in reference to certain laws of this b'tate, which the witness auswers in a very 
f<'w words, and tiu-n goes otf into a discussion of the reorganization of this State by 
Congress. J do not think that his answer develojts any facts. It is simply a long 
<->say on a sui)ject whicli has bv'en discussetl in Congress aud all over the country for 
tour or live years, and 1 tliink he has thiown no new light upon it. 

Mr. BrcKLi:v. So much »d' this answer as ])ertains to the law readmitting Alabama, 
1 thiid; is unquestiona))]y })<'rtiu(Uit. inasnuich as th<'re v/as a discussion l^etweeu Judge 
])( ( k and Judge Minnis on that subject when the ({uestiou was up, and when tho 
answer, wliieh the witness deems ineomi)h't(% was made. Aside from that, 1 am not 
j)articuiar, myselt", as to the incorporation of this answer. 

The CllAlKMAN. I tiM-l incline<l to admit the answer, on the ground that the witness 
<lesired to make a more lull response, and 1 believe that we cannot well control tho 
light of the witness to make an exjdanation. If the witness is allowed to answer the 
<]U<\stion at all, we eainiot well limit the length of his answer, aud 1 do not see that 
we can refuse this as evidence, a 

The paper above referred to and read by the witness, John A. ^Minnis, is as follows: 

In answer to the following qn<'stion of 'Mr. T>eek : " Had or not, growing out of the 
reeonstrnction, and the constitution of Alabauui, particularly the mode of its adoption, 
a gri'at deal of bitt< rness and feeling grown up among the ])<H)ple of the State ?" 1 de- 
sir;' to make this further and nuu'e <h'iiberately considered answer: 

In mvopini(»n, at the close of the war it was generally in tln^ Simth— and T shall 
speak inirtieulai Iv of Alabama— expected that the negroes, as a l esult of the war, wouUl 
be set free. es])eei;llly in view of the rejection of the Shcrmau-Johnsou treaty, and hence no 
vervs«'rious opposition wasmade tothe thirteenthamendment. But it was e([ually gene- 
rally believe d. exi)ecte(b desired, and intended to hold the negroes, as a rae<', a subordi- 
nate- class of lalMaers. in a sort of peonagv, without any of the rights, privileges, aud 
innnunities of citizens; ami in this condition it was believed by many, aud I think 
lu-ettv g(Mierallv, that thev would be more valualde to the white people than they 
wi-re'as slaves. ' Many believed, audi have no doubt honestly, that this would be best 
for l)oth whit(^ and black ; su«*h opinion prevails ev(^n yet with some in Alabama. This, 
as I think, was, as to the neL^o race, the animus of tlu; Johusou restoration ]dan. The 
fourteenth anu-ndment, without the third sect icm, mad«^ the negroes citizens, efltectu- 
nally changed this whole status of his situation, and, as I think, aroused all the preju- 
dices aud hostilitv of the soutlu'ru peoide, that could well be aroused; and I never 
thonuht it would' have been ado])ted by the white people of Alabama without the 
thir(rseeti(m. The tliird section, however, disqualifying a large class ot white men, 
and manv of them the best men in the State, to hold ohice, while at the time when it 
was a<h)pted in Alabama negroes were eligible to ottice, greatly lutcnsitied the lutter- 
ness, and, in my opinion, in the minds of some who otherwise might have been induced 
to sustain the Government in its reconstruction policy, created such a prejudice that 
thev became inditferent or opposed to it. The reeimstruction measures ot Congress 
were re<^'ai ded bv the "Teat body of the white people of the South as usurpatious, un- 
constitutional, and vohl. and all who sustain<'d them were most bitterly denounced as 
cm^mies to the peoide. These measures, conferring on the negroes the rights ol citi- 
zens, under these acts even the right to vote in reconstructing the State, met ail tiie 
i.reiudice, l)itter hostilitv, and denunciations that could well be entertained by any 
])eoVle, and every prefudice and passion was appealed to to bring them into 
odium and contempt, and defeat, if possible, their operation. When the convention 
was called, and a State constitution trained and submitted to the people lor 
their ratification, under the reconstruction acts, it was determined by the demo- 
cratic party, cmistituting the great body of the white people, not to vote, 
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a« the surest means of defeating it under section 5 of the supplementary act passed 
23d March, 1867. In my opinion, they believed, from the result of the election for the 
ratification of the constitution, that they had defeated it, and that afterward, when 
Congress admitted the State of Alabama under this constitution, they regarded it as 
•a violation of the plighted faith of Congress ; and while hostility and opposition to the 
principles of the newly constructed State Avere already as strong as liumaA nature was 
capable of entertaining, this greatly added fuel to the smothered lire of opposition, 
and it broke out in volcanic flames of denunciation, that appealed to all the prejudices 
of race, passions of hate, that it was possible to be entertained by a brave and chival- 
rous people. The whole reconstruction policy was denounced as a tyrannical usurpa- 
tion, the government as a usuri)ed negro government, and every officer as a mean, 
tyrannical usurper — a Government that placed negroes over and made white men sub- 
ject to negro rule. This led to a bitterness, to social and business ostracism and pro- 
scription, to outrages of person, to whippings, lynchings, murders, and assassinations 
of persons who favored the Government, and especially to negroes who set up to enjoy 
the rights thus conferred, the one-half of which, in my opinion, never has and 
probably never will be told, a great deal of which was done by disguised bands ; and 
while, in my opinion, a comparatively few^ were actually engaged in these acts, such 
were the hostility and hatred of the great mass that they felt but little disposition to 
actively intervene to prevent similar outrages or to punish those who did commit. 
The question of reconstruction and of the admission of Alabama under that constitu- 
tion being political questions, the hostility to the Government being a political hostil- 
ity, and that political hostility being the prime cause of these outrages, in my opinion, 
these outrages were committed for political causes, and mainly to punish political of- 
fenses and to produce political results. Having detailed, as I did and others have done, 
outrages by disguised bands, the very question I am now answering presupposes the 
" Mttcrness and Jcelhig grown up among the people of this State^^ led to these outrages. In 
my opinion, this view is the very best that can be taken as an excuse to those who 
actually perpetrated these outrages; to those avIio encouraged or sympathized with it; 
to those who excused it : or to those who stood by and saw it going on, without aid- 
ing in its suppression ; that is. honestly regarding all who favored the equal civil and 
political rights of the negroes and the reconstructed government of Alabama as x>oliti- 
cal or public enemies, they were doing the public service in destroying their influence 
or putting them out of the way Those who opposed the acts, still regarding them as 
public enemie^, did not feel called on actively to interfere for their protection. 

In answer to the following question of Mr. Beck : " Is it not a fact while Congress 
did by its own act provide that unless a majority of the registered votes was cast on 
the adoption or rejection of the constitution, it should be rejected, and yet while a ma- 
jority did not vote, Congress did impose it on the people ?" I thought, when the question 
wa« asked, it was stated too strong. Upon examination of these acts I am still of the 
same opinion. I know that in putting the proposition to the i)eoi)le, it is generally 
stated that way, which in my opinion has to some extent misled the people. The pro- 
vision of section 5, already referred to, upon this point, is, that if, according to the re- 
turns, the constitution shall be ratified by a nuajority of the votes of the registered dec t- 
ors cast at said election, " at least one-half of all the registered rotors voting upon the qiien' 
tionof such ratification,^^ "the president of the convention shall transmit a copy of the 
same, duly certifi(Kl, to the President of the United States," and then, " and if it shall 
moreover appear to Congress that the election was one at w^hich all the registered and 
qualified electors in the State had an opportunity to vote freely, and without restraint, 
fear, or the influence of fraud, and if Congress shall be satisfied that such constitution 
* meets the approval of a majority of all the qualified electors of the State, and if the ^ 
constitution shall be declared by Congress to be in conformity with the provisions of 
the act to which this is supplementary," &c., Senators and Representatives shall be ad- 
mitted, &c. There is no allirmativo declaration that it shall not be, and while I admit 
the rule of construction that the " expression of one thing is the suppression of an- 
other/' still, most clearly, the only faith of Congress pledged to the people of Alaba- 
ma was that if they adopted a constitution in the manner and form and in compliance ♦ 
with said act, she should be admitted to representation in Congress, and, of course, to 
all the rights and privileges of any other State in the Union. Without referring to the 
facts, and the dispute as to whether in truth and fact the constitution was ratified "by 
a majority of votes, and that a majority of the legal registered electors did vote, as is 
contended by some, take it for granted they did not, then Congress, without violat- 
ing plighted faith to Alabama, might have refused her representation in Congress and 
rejected her constitution; and then Alabama would have stood just wht;re she would 
if no convention had been called. Upon the right and power of Congress to reconstruct, 
Alabama, having refused tlie terms tendered her by Congress, would stand as thougli 
none had been oliered. Now, if Congress had the right to reconstruct : suppose the re- 
construction acts had never been passed, and a convention had been called, a constitu- 
tion had been made just as the Alabama constitution was: supjwse that it had not 
been submitted at all to the vote of the people, and Congress had accepted and 
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re<x>guized it as the eoustitiition of Alabama, and constituting the o-overnment of 
Alabama: now, if C(m<Tross bad the right to reconstnict at all, cnn anj^man say this 
would not have been tho de facto and de jure gov enimeut of Alabama ? In my opinion 
they could not. Then, in my opinion, Congress had the power to accept Alabama 
under that constitution. Was it good policy in Congress to do it? The great 
body of the white people, constituting the democratic party, had showed by their action 
they were unwilling to any State government that would be in harmony with the 
Naticmal Government in its principles and policy. Congress owed it to those in 
Alnbama who were in favor of and loyal to the National Governmeut, its principles 
ami policy, to give them a civil government ; Congress was ])v its lidelity to the na- 
tion bound to give Alabama a civil government founded upon the principles'^ of our Gov- 
erniueut. this constitution conforming to these i>rinciples ; in my opinion Congress, 
under all the circumstances, in admitting or reconstructing Alabjuna with her present 
coustitution. pursued the vca-y best policy that could possibly have been pursued; 
that it was best for the nation at large, and the very be«t that could have been done 
for the people of the State. And while I admit by the non-voting ])olicy of the dem- 
ocrats of the State, and by their denunciation of every man who would dare to hold 
otlice und«u- this reconstructed State government, many inccmipetent and bad men got 
into otlice : still, in my ()i)iuion, the gnnit obstacle to'^the complete success of recon- 
structi(m in Alabama has l)een the bitterness, hates, proscrii)tions, and outraixes I have 
already spoken of, aud that, in s})ite of all this opjxisition, recoustructioii has suc- 
ce(Hled ill Alabama; that th«' State government has succeeded beyond all reasonable 
exi)e<^tation. According to democratic testiuiony, that pcr-^ous and property arc as well 
protected lu Alafnuna as in ant/ :<tale in tJie T^n'o^?, reconstruction in Alabanui has been 
a complete success. 1 aui sorry to be compelled to diiier to some extent in this, but I 
am glad to lie able to say, in my oi)iniou, in spite of the hatreds and hostilities, and 
even most determined opjio.^itiou, even to personal violence. it has,inmy opinion, been 
a very great success, an<l tliat, with these ceasing, it will be a eompletii success. In 
my o])ini(ui, in most porti(Mis of the State there has been a very grejit imi)rovenient — 
the bitterness I do not think so great. It is h.ird to keep men of good impulses always 
mad. No man can deny that there are good, intelligent, and honest men in both 
parti(\s; such nu'n, living in tin- sanu> coimnunities, having business, ofti."i;il and ])ri- 
vatc transactions, engaging in the same enterprises, public and private,-wili naturally 
in time heal up the aniujosit ics of political hate aud strife. In the ])residential eh?ctioii 
in l--<>>, tin; democratic })arty of Alabama was somewhat, as I think, sanguine of suc- 
cess, an:l the <)})inion si'cnied })retty generally to ])revail that, if successful, the wholo 
recousl ruction jiolicy of Ctmgress would be set aside a^ null and void; this, in my 
u])ini(»u, had the elfect, if not to create hate, to make tlicm more disposed to 
gratify and iudulge it. Tiie clectiou of President Grant, and especially liis c;ir- 
rying Alabama, 1 think had (piit(? a contrary ettV^t, and for some time they seemed 
very (piiet. In the elections in the fall of 1^70, and preceding the elections, while 
in som«' ])ortions of the State it was peaceahle, in others it seemed to me worse than 
ever: in the general couductiiig of the canvass there was a great deal of bitterness. 
The act of Congress to enforce the iitteenth amendment, and the last to enforce the four- 
te^'Uth amendment, wi li the. prosncutious under them; especially the late convictions in 
North Carolina, and the (levelo})m(Mits in some other States, have had, in my opinion, 
a most salutory etiect ; these disguised bands begin to learn they are not entirely 
safe; that they Can and will be brought to punishment; I know in Alabama, in some 
localities, such is certainly th(^ case, and the results in the late State elections, in my 
oi)iniou, have had a tremendous iuUuence, showing most clearly that the principle's 
and jiolicy of the Government will be sjistained by the people of the nation. It was 
lioi)ed by the democrats in thswSouth that the President and Congress woiild not be 
sustaiui d by the peoidt^ ; 1 think it is now pretty generally believed that th*^ elections 
in these States show prcMty clearly that the pcophi of the nation are detenniued to sus- 
tain the congressional i>olicy of reconstruction, with the fourtcM'uth and lifteenth 
amendments as a ]>art ot tliat policy. The fourteenth amtmdment makes negroes 
citiz(Mis, and ))y its very terms creates in all a direct citizenship of the United 
States, and, in my o[)!uiou, makes the allegiance of every citizen, white or ccdored, 
paramount to any State citizenship, ami 'hence in futun^ exinodes whatever was 
in the s<>cession'i(lea, that the only citizenship of the Cnite;l States was derived 
through th(^ State, and hence a man h)yal to his State could not commit treason 
against the United Stati-s. The tifreonth amendment conterring the i-ight of sutfrage 
upon the neuroes, and the acts of Congress of 1871, to enforce these amendments, 
givi!>u- jurisdiction to the United States courts, in case of tlnnr violation ; tho indica- 
tions in the State election that this policy is apj)roved, that the President has been 
indorsed by the i)eoi)l(% ami will likely b(», re-(dected in 1672, has had a most salutary 
elf-ct. In niy opinion, the new departure '' in the democratic i)arty is having a good 
elfect. I)emo(-rats are not so sanguine of setting aside what the.v used to contith.^ntly 
denounce as usurpations ; and while, in my opinion, as already stated, that this hatred 
aud bad feeling originated in political causes, aud was actuated by a political aniiiius. 



4 



570 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



still, I believe in most regions it is daily growing less political and more personal ; and, 
in my o])inion, in about the same ratio, whatever of good intention was ever in it, is 
leaving it, and in about the same ratio good men are more openly coming out opposiug 
and denouncing it. I have lately met prominent and decided democrats, who have 
gone so far as to say, while they at one time denounced the Ku-Klux acts of Congress 
and the Sfate legislature, they now believe they are good laws, and the only laws 
that could meet the present exigency ; that they are for putting down all disguised 
bands, by the civil law of the State; by the civil law of the United States; and that if 
there is not power enough in these, they are themselves in favor of martial law. The 
clearly shown determined i)olicy of the President, to put down these bands, and to 
protect the people from the highest to the most humble, and the clearly expressed 
determination of the people of the nation to sustain him, have, in my opinion, had a 
most benelicial effect. It gives encouragement to all good men in the State to aid 
TO put them down, destroys all hope in any for success from such a quarter; it is a 
terror to the bands themselves, as they see, if they continue, sooner or later they are 
sure to be caught and punished. As I have before stated, I do most sincerely believe 
an early removal of all political disabilities would have a good effect upon the grow- 
ing disposition to put down and cease all disturbances. I would stop here, but that 
some might think there is some inconsistency in my opinion as to the hatreds, hostili- 
ties, and outrages, and my opinion as to the removal of disabilities. In my opinion, 
the whole Yeconstruction of Congress, including the fourteenth and fifteenth amend- 
ments, and the acts that have been passed under them and for their enforcement, is 
right in principle, and the best policy that could have been adopted; and, with the 
exception of this disability clause, should remain, which I believe was made for the 
best purposes and from the x>urest motives, the safety and security of the Government, 
(was probably right at the time.) The southern people generally regard it as createcl 
to punish and humiliate, and, in my opinion, is now only irritating without doing any 
good. I am of opinion that no i)eople on the face of the earth that ever attempted by 
revolution and force of arms to break up, disintegrate, and destroy their Government 
and failed, in the whole world's history, was ever so generously treated, was so gener- 
ally, and with so little punishment, and so soon, restored to all the rights, privileges, 
and immunities of the Government, as has been the people of the seceding States by 
the National Government. It is my opinion that no race or class of people, in the 
whole history of the world, kept in ihe condition as were the slaves of the South, that 
ever showed the same fidelity to those who enslaved them as did the negroes of tho 
South during the war; and that being suddenly, in their uneducated state, set free, 
and conferred iipon them all the rights, privileges, and immunities of citizens, that 
have conducted themselves orderly, law-abiding, and worthy of the privileges conferred, 
beyond all the parallel in the history of tho world. While in my opinion the treat- 
ment of the seceded States by tho National Government has been liberal beyond any 
former precedent, and at the same time there has been in these States much political 
hatred and animosity that led to the outrages of which I have spoken, in my opin- 
ion, taking the situation of the South, her institutions, habits of her x)eople, her civili- • 
z.ition, the fixed opinions of her i)eople, honestly entertained upon the subject of slav- 
ery, and for which they are not alone to blame. Slavery was introduced principally, 
if not altogether, among them by the civilization of European nations and the North- 
ern States, and whatever may have been the criticisms upon the opinion of the court 
delivered by Chief Justice Tauoy in the Dred Scot case, still it is a fact, proven by the 
practic.v^ of those nations, that, at the time slavery was introduced, tho civilized nations . 
regarded tho negroes as having no rights that whito men were bound to respect. The^ 
institution had, from climate, soil, production, and the luibits of the people, interwoven 
itself into our industries, and into our very civilization. The rigors and hardships of 
slavery, as a general rule, by the humanity of Southern masters, had been greatly 
ameliorated. In the present century, the civilization of tho world arrayed itself 
against slavery. Much had been said and written upon the subject pro and con. Tho 
])in)plc of the South, for years before the war, in my opinion, prett^^ generally believed 
in its moral and legal right, and in its beneficial policy, and that it was secured by^ 
th'? Constitution of the country — this last, I believe, admitted by all. When abolition 
was advocated in the free States, its advocates met no favor ; indeed, abolition was as 
much a term of reproach in the free jis in th(; slave States. If slavery was wrong, (as 
I l)'3lievo it was; in my opinicm it was against nainml right — I had been educated to 
think differently,) it was a wrong for wiiich not only the South, but the North, with the 
civilized world, was accountable ; and if the South, where it was valuable, and inter- 
A woven into all its civilization and tho habits of the people, stuck to it, when in the North 
and other countries, where it was unprofitable, inconsistent with their habits and civili- 
ation, were opposed to it, in my opinion, she did just what they would have done under 
similar circumstances, entertaining similar opinions. Tlie rights of the States and the 
power of the Federal Government had, from the organization of the Government, ques- 
tions of dispute ; the southern view that all citizenship was through the vState, and lieneo 
Che paramount allegiance of the citizen was due to the State, and as a State could not 
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coir.niit troasoii, therefore, no man .j-oin^r T^'ith his State, even to taking np arms ao-ain<;t 
t{M' l edenil (.overniiient, conld be guilty of treason, (and wliieh, in mv oninion.'ioado 
a«>so.nt(dy necessary somethm^v ]ii-o the foniteenth ameudnient.) and'other ide^s and 
views, that led ahnost inevitably to the doetrine of the rinht of seee«sion, were neeu- 
liar, not to the SonMi alone, l)iit at Home pi'riods of our history, in mv opinion, been the 
]m;dominant nlea of the nation, tliouivij „over liefore tested' in that form. I believe 
That my <>n.at error, and those wlio favored that idea, was this: in construing- the 
Constitution, we lost sight of (me great, universal imnciple-older, audi mi'^ht say 
sup.-rjor to all constitutions and laws— that is, the great right of self-preservatTou and 
.s<'!l-j)rot ect inn, which, in my opinion, ai)plies with equal forct^ to governments as to 
])eisoiis, and it was, I think, the idea of the eminent authors of the FcMleralist, when it 
wa> stated. Ill discussmgtheConstitnlion, no government could he presumed to intend 
or eml)ody 111 itselt its own destruction. The abolitionists of the North, while confined 
to philoso])hers and a few ])rea(di<MS, wei-e not rcgard(Ml in the South of much im])ort- 
fmc--, but when a great political ])arty was organized ui)on hostilitv to slaverv. and 
v.'heii that party succeeded in getting into i)ower, the great majority'of the South be- 
]i;>V('<! It doomed slavery, in the Union, to <h'struction/ Some intcaiigent men thou^-ht 
(hfren-ntly, and stuck to the Unicm until the war commenced. Those men, as a «»vn- 
cval i nle, m niy opinion, since tln^ w^ar, tmd slavery has been abolished, have beeiAlio 
most bitter in their opposition. In my opinion, the success of thcu-epuhlicans was the 
ultimate (hvstriu-tion of slavery in the LInion. But for the war, its abolition would have 
Ihm'U more gradnnl, and tak(Mi some time, l^evolutions never go backward until their 
er.ds nre accomplished. The accomplishing of thi^ abolition 'of slavery woiild have 
( (»!nr sooner or huw In my o])iuion, it sneli ha<l heen fully felt and believed iu the 
S-nrh, ther(^ would have been very little Union sentiment tiieiv. Looking at it as the 
soiTthrrn })e()ple di<l, educated as they were, Ixdicving as tliey honestly did, and en- 
con ra<>-ed as 1 know they were l)y many leading democrats North, in my opinion, it was 
nainral tlnit they shoidd attemi)t to witlidraw, and s(it up a govei'nnient for them- 
f.'^lves, wlK-re th<>y could ])rotcct this institution. I believe any other high-toned, 
rhivah-ous. and brave jieoyde, under similar circumstances, entertaining similar opin- 
ions, would have done the sam<5 thing. In my oijinion it was most fortunate fo/the 
y,( of the Soiith that they wer(Miot successful ; had they havel)een, in my opinion, 
we v.nnld, ere thi-^, have been split into different governnients, and revolution after 
] « \ olut ion. to ha\ () ended in monarchy. When the war was ovei-, the Southern peo])le 
l!:«d no iden, wliile they expected slavery to b<? abolished, thai their slaves were to )>o 
m ide llu'ir political e(p.uils; and when this was done, and a consrituti(m, as they con- 
.".idered, forced upon them, that they cons:d«'red they had <lefeat(Ml. My oi)inion that 
\Uc great mass felt, as 1 1)eliev(i any other good, brave, ami chivalrous i)eople feeling 
a'.Ki Ixlieving as they did would hav(! felt; believing, as I do, that this bitterness and 
hostility was for political causes; that tlni great mass of tlie people are as good as 
any <tther j)eo])k'; 1 am of opinion that when once they see that the peo])le of the 
nation ai'c <letermined to sustain the reconsti'netifui j^olicy of Congress and President 
Crant; that the ])rescnt status is to be the lix(Ml status of the CovtM-nment ; when they 
al;andon th<! idea, which, in my o])inion, had its origin more in ])assion than reason, 
(>f overthrowing or disregarding as null and void the reconstruction fourteenth and 
lilteenth amendments, ami the congressional legislation under them, they will accept 
the situation — reason assume its throne. Tlu^y will see, as some of them are begin- 
]iing to see, the necessity of ])ntting down all flisgnised bands, and that the time will 
soon <-ome when the name of a disguised Ku-Ivhix will be more odious than ever was 
tile name of carp(^t-hagg(ir" or ''scalawag," and that under the Constitution as it is, 
with its amendments — a'})erpetnak indissoluble Union, a Nati(Mial Government, with 
the ])owers of a government to protect itself and its most humble citizens — we will, in 
my oj)iuion, euj(jy a i)eace and security and grow to a ])ro.sperity and gnratness wo 
have scarcely ever dreamed of in our wildest visions. This is iouii(!("d on my lixt^d 
oijinion tlmt tliese outrag«'s grow out of political causes, political passions, and hates, 
an<i that when tiiese hates and [uissions subside, whatever is personal and done by bad 
men, all good men, uniting in good and serious earnestness, will soon be able to put 
ir down. If 1 was of oi)ini(Ui, or could be made to believe, iiU the outrages that are 
known to have been committed was from mere personal hate, malice, and i)ure wicked- 
ness of heart, and that whoh? communities, standing ])y, either sym])atliiziiig or looking 
Oil indiff -renrly, and in many instances inilaming the minds of the peo])le against vio 
tinis, instead oY seeking to i)unish the perpetrators; in that view I should not and could 
i.or ent< T tain the ()i)inion or hope of good from such a peoi)le actujited by such pass' nis. 
1 V. onl;l a> soon exi)ect the leopard to change liis spots, or the ELhioptian liisskiu'' as 
t^t MM- such a community amend its ways, 

"Jo (Itr vnmmUice : 

The above well and dtdibf^rately considered opinions I hav<» written down und(.*r the 
so';"!iniitics of my oath, and, through Mr, Jiuckk^v, present tiiem to your consideration 
and for > our disposal. 

J. A. MINNIS. 
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HuNTSviLXE, AiABAMA^ October 6, 1871. 
GEORGE TAYLOR (colored) sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question, Where do you live now ? 

Answer. 1 stay about three miles from hero now, down on the pike, at Greenbury 
Smith's place, a colored man. 

Question,. Are you single or married ? 
Answer. I am a married man. 

Question. Where did you live before you came here ? 
Answer. Since the surrender? 

Question. Were you in the Union Army during- the war? 

Answer. No, sir, I never was in the Army. 1 refugeed from Stevenson, and went 
from there to Talladega, and I staid there until after the war. Then I came back 
from there up here to Stevenson. 

Question. here you had lived before ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, How lon^jj did you stay at Stevenson? 
Ansiver. About two years. 

Question. What time did you leave there, with reference to the election of General 
Grant ? 

Answer. It was beft»re that. , 
Question. How long before ? 

Answer. I think it has been about two years ago. 

Question. It was three years this fall since General Grant was elected. 

Answer. I knew when the election was running, aud, according to my recollection, 
I was down in Cherokee, in Colbert -County. I moved from Hiintsville down there. I 
had staidl'liere before that. Then I staid there until the election was over. 

Question. What is your age? 

Answer. I am about twenty-seven or twenty-eight, I reckon. 
Question. Were yon a slave before the war ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you ever seen the Ku-Klux ? 

A7tswer. Yes, sir; 1 have seen them. 

Question. Where did you see them ? 

Answer. I was then in Cherokee, Colbert Ccmnty. 

Question. Was that before or after General Grant's election ? 

Answer. That was after. 

Question. How many did you see together ? 

Answer. When I saw them — when they interfered with me — there were twelve men 

Question. Were they on foot or on horseback ? 

Answer, On foot. 

Question. Had they disguises on ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Tell how they were disguised ? 

Answer. I will tell you. I sat up until about 2 o'clock in the night, and laid down, 
and they came to my door about 3 o'clock, I l eckou. They rap]:)cd at my door. I wa^ 
asleep and thought I heard some person. In opening the door they made a noise that 
awakened me, and they were right at the bed when I waked up. They being there in 
that way, and I not knowing who they were, 1 w.'is excited, and 1 drew back and struck i 
one, and they got around the bed, (my wife was also in it,) and they gathered me and 
took me out of doors. They rapped and struck me with a pistol a tim(^ or two on the 
head, and the blood commenced running down. They took me about thirty or fifty 
yards right opposite the house. The first move was to lay me dowui on the tack, but 
they could not hold me that way and whip me, and they laid me down on the face, and 
sat on my head and on my arms and on my feet, and they whipped me. I think they 
all w^hipped ; they took it around and around. After they got through whip[)ing mt-, ^ 
they took some sharp instrument and stuck it into mo all about over. nu\ I could not 
move. They did not allow me to even groan. I held my breath to save myyelf a few 
minutes. They said they believed I was dead, aud took me up and shook me and 
rubbed the hand over my face. AfteV they did that, they passed a law ; twelve of 
them got around me ; they put pistols all around my head, and told me I wouhl have 
to leave that place by Sunday night, but another, the captain, said, "No, give him 
until Tuesday," and that if I did not leave by Tuesday night I would go xii). So I 
left there, and all I had I lost principally. I was making a crop there, living with 
a gentleman named George Duncan. He was asleep when they came, ho said, and did 
not know anything about it. My wife went down to see him and he came up, and by 
that time they were gone. 1 left there and came up here to Hnntsville, and staid hei o 
four or five weeks, and then went off across that mountain, (southward,) across Flint 
River, aud attended meeting there; and then I moved back here two or three weeks 
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Leforo Christmas. Thon I staid out at Mr. Tom Macaulay's, aiul made a crop there 
last year. Then I moved down on the pike to Greenhury Smith's place. 

Qucsiion. Have you been ])ack to where you w^ere whipped! 

Jnsircr. I uev<?r have been back there. 
• (jHCHiion. Did yon have any property? 

An.sivcr. I had a bargain for two horses and had eommenced payingfor it, aud bought 
my meat and sugar and eoffee, and had several things in my house which amounted 
to a heap. But they took me off in an excitement, and I did not hardly have my mind 
tor two or tlireo weeks, they beat me so— beating me about the head so that I hardly 
knew anything. 

Question. Did you wait until Sunday night? 

Jufiwcr. I staid until Tiiesilay «n'eniiig. That Avas done Saturday night, and they 
gave me from Saturday night until Monday night to stay, and I had' to leave Tuesday. 
I left then. 1 left my wi To then;, and she came up here afterward. Then a party of 
tbi'm run a garnishee or an attachment on \vhat I had down there, and made me pay 
I^I J or on it, and my losses, according to my judgment, were over $500 — what I had 
before me and all tbat I lost by leaving. 

(Jiicitiou. Did yon have a crop in the ground ungathered? 

Aitswer. 1 liad ma<le arrangements witli this gentleman. I had two mules and sixty 
a* res of land, and my provisions to last all the year, aud never got it. 1 had bargained 
Avith him for a horse wbieli was my liorse. 

(JueHi'wn. How mnch had you paid on the horse ? 

Auiiu-i r. 1 do not know" how nmeh. I was going to work it out. 

(Juc-'siion. Had yon worl^ed some on it? 

Ausiiur. I had commenced cutting Avood, and so on; you know how it is when a 
colon'd njan buys anything. 

(jHv.stiou. Had you pai<l for your groceries or provisions? 

AiiHirer. Yes. sir. » 
(Jitv-siion. Did you see any appearance of horses about where you were whipped ? 
Anaivcr. No, sir ; these men <lid not have any horses ; if they had, they were back iu 
the woo<Ls; l>ut I didn't see any. 

(^>U(.s^iou. Were you and yoiu* wife in the cabin by yourselves? 
An^ircr. Yes, sir. 

Quisiioti. How far was it to your nearest neiglibor ? 
.1hvh(7\ xVI)<»ut as far as to that honse across the street there. 
(^>ut:.^^^on. Did you know any of those men ? 
An><nTr, No, sir. 

Quc^iion. Neither by their sizes, nor voices, nor general appearance ? 

Athswcr. I could not say that I knew any of them. I might have known them, but 
they took me in an excitement, and in the night and disguised; that would disturb a 
man's nn'nd so he could not tell. 

Qi(esiion. \ou say you set up late that uight ? 

JU'SiVcr. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were you expecting the Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. I Avent'over to the place— to town. 
Question. What place f 

Anf<ive}'. Cherokee, and went into a gentleman's store. His name is Dean. They 
were talking sc^crets. Two other white gentlemen were there, and he stepped back 
. where I was, and says, How dare you stand here and listen to white gentlemen talk ; 
you black impudent sou of a bitch, walk out of my house or Fll blow your brains out 
in a minut^'.-' That was Saturday night. I cannot say it was him or them that 
came to my house. 

Que.iiioiL What reason did they give for whipping you at the time ? 

Answer. They didn't give any reason at all at the time. I aske<l them ; some came 
to UK', and 1 said, " What did you abuse me for ?" They said, It's none of your busi- 
ness." Ihit before the presideiiti.d election came on, I was i)reacliing down in that set- 
tlement, and the land-holders with black ones on their land there told the black omvs 
not to keep my company, for they (bought I was a uorthern spy in there preaching 
I'nion ; and if! didn't vote for them,jthey intended to put me up, and they didn't think 
I was raised in the southern part any how. They asked me if I was. I told tbem that 
X ^vas — that 1 was never iu the northern part in <iny life. I voted a southern ticket at 
that time when the election came off to save my life. 

Question. A democratic ticket ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the democratic ticket. I voted for them. I thought they w^ouldn^t 
interfere witli me. They didn't interfere with me ; but it seemed after I voted with 
them they were not satistied. 

Question. You were a preacher, you say? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Of what church ? 

Answer. 1 belong to the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
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Quefitioti. The Methodist Episcopal Chnrch North, or South ? 

Answer, The Methodist Episcopal Chnrch, North. Parson Lakin, perhaps you know 
him, is the main eUler of the church here in Huntsville. 
Question. Was that church organized under his direction ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. And you were a preacher in it ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Quiistion. Yon say these wh'ite men told the negroes not to go and hear you preach, 
as you were a northern spy ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. They did this thing against me, and I didn't know it until the col- 
ored people told me about it, and they advised me to leave that country ; but I had 
married there and behaved myself, and never knew anything about politics any more 
than I heard men say ; but never took up time with politics. 

Question. Did you ever preach politics in the pulpit ? 

Answer. No, sir; never. 

Question. You have kept your political sentiments to yourself? 
Answei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Had you given any offense, so far as you knew, to the white people? 
Ansiver. No, sir; I behaved myself and never gave any offense at all. They seemed 
to thiuk much of me. 

Question. Were you industrious during week days ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I worked and labored hard. These facts can be proven now. 
Question. Were you married and living with your wife at the time ? 
A7iswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Describe as well as you can the false faces and clothes that these Ku-KIux 
had on. 

Answer. They had on something like an old-fashioned hunting-shirt, as they have 
them in this southern part. They had a belt around them, and were buttoned plumb 
up here, and had a black gown that came all around ; some had black gowns and some 
other colors. They were of different colors. 

Question. What did they have over their heads ? 

Ansicer. It seemed to me like a cloth ; it had marks made over it for eye-brows, and 
holes cut for eyes, and a place for the nose, and they were tied around the neck and 
back of the head below, in some way, and under the chin. That is the way they were 
fixed. 

Question. Had they horns ? 

Answer. Some of them had something like horns. They were not all disguised alike. 
One had on one kind of thing, and another had another thing. Some had on something 
that stuck away out in front like a sheep's head, and some stuck away up high. 

Question. Where did they say they came from ? 

Ansxcer. They said they were just out of the luoon. They had some kind of whistle 
blowing. 

Question. Did they make any threats or require you to leave the country ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; when they whipped mc they told me I had to leave the country, 
and if I didn't they would put me up. The gentleman I was living with, Mr. George 
Duncan, as fine a man as I ever lived with in my life, wanted me to stay there. Next 
morning I went down and showed him. I was bloody from my head down to my wai.st, 
as bloody as if I was in a slaughter-house. ' 

Question. Did they require you to strip ? 

Answer. No sir, I had gone to bed and had my clothes off; only my drawers and shirt 
on. ' 
Question. How many lashes did they strike you ? 

Answer. I can't say,' except from the time they took; I reckon it was three hundred 
or four hundred lashi-s. It was very severe. I could not sit or lie down for a long time. 
It cut into my backbone so deep that it is still affected. My back was sore for two 
or three months. 

By Mr. Beck : ^ 
Question. How long had you lived with this man George Duncan ? 
Answer. I staid there I reckon about a year, not quite a year. I married the same 
year I moved there. I married and \\Gnt up there along in March, I think, and at- 
tended garden for him. 

Question. This whipping took place the winter afterward ? 

Answer. It took place directly after Christmas, a week or two weeks after Christmas. 
Question. The time of the whipping was about two weeks after Christmas ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. There was no crop in the ground then ? 

Anmver. No, sir ; only we were making prei)arati()ns. I had two mules that were to 
tend sixty acres, and he was to give me half of what I mado, he to furnish the place 
and everything, and the stock, and to feed the stock. I gave him half. 
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Qucsfion. Yonr loss was whtxt you tliiiik yon eould have made if you had been per- 
Hiitted to carry out yonr coutraet ? 

Aih^a-('i\ Yes, sir. 1 worked ni^ht and day, and bad two or three hnndred cords of 
woodeut that I ^i^ot a dolhir a cord for; 1 had men hired to cut the timber laps already 
down ; I was making two or tliree dollars a day. 

(JucHiion. Can von read or write f 

Jitsinr. 1 Clin read a little, but not writin<^, sir. 

(jnoilloit. When did you tnrn iireaeher, and liow did you manage to get along with 
preaching f 

Aii^iirvr. A man can lead enough to understand the Scriptures and preach, but when 
it eonu's (o writing, it is a dilh'rcnt thing. 

(jKcstion. C'onld you lead a hi.>ok like that ? [showing the witnessthe volume of printed 
Alabama t^'slimony taken l)y tlie eominittee.] 

JitHwcr. I do not snj)i)!)se I eonld. It depends on what a man studies. If a man 
stndies the Seriptnrcs, it comes more natural and easy to him to read it; but you know 
ni<»re aljont that than 1 do, lor yon are a scholar. 

(JutHtiotK I only wanted to know whether you conld read and write, and the extent 
of yonr abilities in that way, yon being a preacher. 

An,sinr. I can read a little, Jjnt not to read such books. 

QH('8tioiK How long have you been preaching? 

JnHU'v)\ Ever since I was young. 1 professed religion when I was twelve or thirteen 
years (dd, and w<'nt to i)reaching whih^ I was young. 
(Juv.'iilou. While you were still a slave ? 
Aiiswt r. Yi's, sir. 

(j!t(f^iiiOi(. Von hiive bv'cn preaching ever since ? 

AHt^'K'cr. Yes, sir, trying to do so, and to do what was right. 

(Jucstiou, yon had a ]);irticnlar congregation ? 

^iiisirrr. No, sir. 1 did not Iiave none of my own : are you speaking of slavery times? 
(JiKstiou. No, when yon were whipped ? 

AiiHwa'. N<», I was under pn^achers in charge, and was sent to preach here and there. 
They scut me, according to tlie system of onr church, to this place and that, to Tuscum- 
])ia. and across Tcnnosee Itivcr. Now I am a local preacher, a minister of the gospel; 
but I was not at that tim*?. 

QucsflotL You vrere just ])reaching about wherever they sent you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. Like a num was on a cii'cuit : I was acting in the circuit preacher's 
])lacc. The chnrcli was liot organized then ii> it is now, because the country was torn 
up so. 

Qnti^ihn. You have not been (listnrbe<l since you came up here ? 

A)tf<(n r. No, sir, no person has int<'rfcred with me since 1 have been here. 

(,fucifion. That was the January after the President was elected f 

Anyicvr. Yes, sir. 

QucMioii. Janutiry, 18G9 ? 

Anmar. Yes, sir. 

By the Chaikmax : 

(jiustion. Was there much opposition there among the white people to the organiza- 
tion of the Mcthoilist Episcopal Church, North ? 

Aus'wcr. Yes, sir, a good «U'al ; and I expect until now there is, because Parson Lakiu, 
wlio is the elder of our churcli, jU'eached down at Tuscumbia. That was the head 
church ther<\ The old 8ont!i(U'n .Methodist Church, or white i)eoplo that used to own 
the people in slavery, would no\ have anything to do with the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Thev didn't recogniz(^ it, and didn't want any black people to join it: be- 
cause, they said, that was the church that was started for a Union society to elect Mr. 
Grant. 

(Jucf^tiou. That that was a society organized for political purposes to elect Geueral 
Grant ? 

Ansnrr. Yes, sir. 

(Jucs'tlojt. Did you ever hear such doctrine advanced in the church ? 
Ansu-f }'. No, sir. 

(Juciiloiu How did thos(^ whites down there like Mr. Lakin ? 

Aitm-cr, They didn't like him. I was talking to him ; I saw him down there at the 
same time, and 1 reported to him, as I was telling you here, how I was treated down 
•there for preaching, and he then sent me to Mr. Wager, the captain. 

By Mr. Bi:CK : 

Qutstion. Yon nuide an atMavit containing the whole of the facts ? 

Aimccr. Y(^s, sir. I went to hiui,»and he directed me to come to Captain Bone here, 
and he told me he would carrv the application on to Washington City himself. 

(jKi^tw)}. Is that it ? [Indicating the ailidavit as printed in the appendix to the tes- 
tr.-louy of Kev. A. S. Lakin, page 148.] 



576 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



Aimcer. To come to the truth of the business I am uot scholar enough to read all 
kinds of books ; I could uot read a book like that. I can read the Bible. I don't want 
to come before wise men and make a fool of myself. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Do you desire to have your affidavit that you then made incorporated with 
your evidence here ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qucstiou. Who drew that affidavit for you to sign and swear to ? 
Answer. This gentleman I spoke to, ^Ir. Wager. Parson Lakin directed me there, 
and Mr. W^agcr directed me to Captain Bone here. • 
[The affidavit above refered to is as follows :] 

State of Alabama, Madison County, ss : 

On this 29th day of May, A. D. 1871, personally appeared before me, James H. Bone, 
clerk of the circuit court in and for the county and State aforesaid, George Taylor, 
resident of Madison County, late of Colbert County, State of Alabama, who, being duly 
sworn, deposes and says that in January, 1869, he was living with Mr. George Duncan, 
near Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama, where he had lived ten years before; about 
the middle of the mouth, about 2 o'clock at night, he was aroused from sleep by some 
persons breaking down the door of his house ; after the door was broken down some 
six men, dressed in disguise, their heads covered with a white cloth sack, and their 
bodies with black gowns ; these men came to my bed where I was, and took me up and 
carried me out of the house from my wife ; they'took me about fifty or sixty^ yards, and 
lai<l me down on my back, but I fought them so they turned me on my face and 
stretched my arms and legs out, a man holding each. When I came out of the house 
I saw some more of these men. I counted twelve in all. AVhile in this position these 
m n\ whipi)ed me^ first one and then another, relieving each other. They hit me about 
five huudred times. They also struck me on the head with a pistol two or three times. 
They told me not to move or grunt or halloo ; and I held my breath, and did not move 
when they hit me. Wlieu tlmy shook me and I did not move,, they stuck me with some 
sharp instrument in back, legs, and rump ; all over these parts they stuck their kuivc^s. 
Then they raised me up, and one said, He is dead." He then rubbed his hands over my 
face. I could not hold my breath any longer. And then they all pointed their pistols 
at my head, and said, "You must leave this county by Monday night." One of them said 
he could not getaway; he cannot get ready by Monday night. Then they said they 
would give me until Tuesday. This occurred on a Saturday night, and if I was found 
there after that I would go up. On Tuesday night I left, leaving everythiug, and lost 
my labor. 

his 

GEORGE -H TAYLOR, 
mark. 

Witness : 

•John H. Wager. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 29th day of May, 1871 ; and I hereby certify 
that the foregoing affidavit was carefully read over by me to the affiant before he 
signed and made oath to the same. 

JAJSIES H. BONE, Clerk. 



HuNTSviLLE, Alabama, Octoher 7, 1871. 
WILLIAM HENDERSON (colored) sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. How old are you ? 
Ansive?'. I don't know, sir. 
Question. Where are you living now ? 

Answei\ I am living here in town, out at Mr. Davis^s grove. 
Question. Where did you live lact August ? 
An8^vcr. At jMr. Calvin Goodloe's. » 
Question. Wliat county was that in ? 
Aimver. Colbert. 

Question. Were you working upon Mr. Goodloe's place ? 
Anmvcr. Yes, sir. ^ 
Question. Were you married ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Living with your wife ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Question, Were yon visited at that time by any Ku-Klux? 
Alt steer. Yes, sir. 

Qncstion, Go on and tell the committee all the particnlars. 

Answer. Mr. Goodloe and me satnp that night, on the 15th of An^^ust, nntil abont 11 
o'clock at night, talking about one thing and another. lie is theVnau I was workin^r 
for ; I went home and laid down. I shut my door and latched it on tlie inside. There 
was a gnnlet-hole bored through, and a string came outside that was fastened to the 
latch. My wife was not at home. She was a mile and a half olf. My wife's bio-oest 
boy was with me, 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Question. What is liis name ? 

Answer. Mack Henderson. It was abont 1'2 oelock when I went to sleep that night. 
When I woke up, there were four men standing, two in the door, and one on eacli side 
of me. They hallooed, Strike a light, strike a light." I shook my little boy for him 
to get up. I looked up and saw them. There was a window on each side of my house. 
Tliere was good starlight, Init no moonshine. The stars didn't give a mighty good li^'-ht. 
There was a window each side, with the windows close<l down, but no shutters" I 
looked and saw thnt they were disguised meu. 

Qnestion. Was a light struck i 

Aitswer. Yes, sir: my boy struck a light in a minute, when he was told. It was a 
cetlar light. 

Qiusiion. What did they say ? 

Aih^wer. They told me to get up. I got uj) after the light was made. Thev ordered 
ni'" to])ut on my clotlics. I ])ut on my clothes. They said they wanted me to go and 
show tliem all the houses on the place. 

Qiuriion. On ^Ir. (ioodloe's place ■! 

^Inswcr. \vs, sir. 

Qiie.sfion. What did they say they wantr'd you to show the houses for? 
Answer. There was Cater Tlunnpsou had killed a man a little beft)re that, three 
weeks or a month hefoi-e. and they were hunting him, as they told me. 
Question. Was Crater Tli()mi)son a colort?d man ' 
^Inswer. Yes, sir. 

(Juestion. They said tliey were hunting him ? 

Anawtr. Yes, sir. Alter they got out of my door, I made an attempt to go to the houses 
where people were In ing on the place. We went riglit through Mr. ( Joodloe's yard. They 
halt(Hl mv then, and didn't want to go that way, but around by the quarters. That was 
half a mile. 1 told them I didn't know Cater Thomi)son when I saw him. They said, 
'•No dilfercnce; eome and show us the houses." 1 went on with them until we got 
about halt-way from ^Ir. Goodloe's house to his (piarters, due west from his house. 
The railroad was in the south. When we got about half-way from Mr. Goodloirs house 
to the quarters, they said they didn't want to go that way. I told them tluit was the 
way to the (iuarteis. They said they didn't v>ant to go that way. I said, "There's no 
use in my going. 1 don't know that man when I s(h> him." They said I must'go. 
They went on to the quarters. Kight on the railroad they halted, and asked me if I 
knew that i>lace. I told them I did. They said they had better not go any further, 
and one reached down and picked up a rope, and another yiicked up a bottle of whislvv, 
and oiu.' said, We'll have to tie you. We're afraid you'll run oti" and not show us.'' 1 
told them I wouldn't. They said" they would tie me, and they tied me. One said, " Tie 
him tight ; he's a mighty stout nigger.*' They tied my hands, and tied the rope around 
my rigiit leg an<l l>elnnd'nie. When they got jibout half a mile lurcher, the rope was cut-- 
ting my arins, and I begged them to slacken it a little. They saiduo, they wouldn't; 
they wouldn't hurt me to come along peaceal)ly. They wanted to go to V\^hit Xew- 
sonie's place, to find John Atkinson's house; they believed he was there. 

Qiustion. Who ? 

Aw^wcr. This Cater Thompson. I went with them to John Atkinsoji's house, and I 
showed where it was. They said. "O, we don't want John Atkinson's: we v»ant you ; 
we want to i)nt yon on tlu/othcr side of the river to keep you from appearing at the 
next court ; that's all we want— to keep you from a])pearing at the next court." Wo 
went on a piece, two hundred or three hundred yards further, and says he, Who told 
you to have us brought up in coui't, anyhow f I told him nobody. He says, " You're 
a (Jod-damned liar," and punched nie with a gnu. He says, "Didn't :Mr. Whit Dean 
tell vou to carrv us to court f" I said, " Xo, sir." Then two of tlu m drew a gini on 
me. cocked, and'' savs, Didn't Whit Deau tell you ?" Then I says, " Yes, sir, ht^ did." 
Says he, *' Who else told you f I said, '* Nobody." Then Billy Malone— for, mind yoii, 
I knew two of thcs(; meu then— Billy Malone says, Didn't Calvin GoodhA' tell you f 
Says I, '*No, sir.'' Then he turned in and imnched me in the back witli a gnu again, 
and says, Didn't he tell you /'' Says I, Xo, sir, he didn't." We went on. He says, 
"Everything I ask you, you call Dean and Goodloe God-damned black sons of bitches : 
do you heaA'' I said, "'Yes, sir." He kept asking me questions to make me say Whit 

37 A 
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Dean was a God-damned black sou of a bitch. When they got to the horses, they 
asked me, *^Did Mr. Dean tell you the first time to carry them to court ? Did he tell 
you what to do?" I said, "No/' lie saj^s, "You told mo so." I said, " You looked 
like you were going to kill me." He says, "Didn't he tell you so ?" I said, " Yes." 
They went on, good two miles from where they took me, to where the horses were. 
When they got to the horses, they had made up a little brush fire with sticks in the 
bushes. When they carried me up tliere, they halted and took a drink — all of them. 
!Mr. Billy Malouo is as large a man as you are, I reckon, [Mr. Pratt, the chairman,] 
and a youug man, too. Mr. Duce Lindsay flung the curtain up from his face and 
drank. After they drank, and I kept looking at Billy Malone so, for I had lived with 
him for twelve months, and I knew his size and voice and face, and kept lookiug -at his 
face, and Mr. Holseapple walked up and jerked mo by the back of the collar and kept 
me from looking at Malone, and he went and mumbled to Mr. Malone, and he pulled 
the veil over his face again. They went on half a mile north of there, and they said it 
was getting too nigh day, and they tried to make me get up on the fence and get on 
tho horse behind them. Then wo were on the straight Newport road to the river. I 
was so tied by the hands auvl legs that I could not get up, and one of them, ^Mr. Duco 
Lindsay, walked up and caught me by the arm and i^ulled me up on the fence so I 
could get on the horse. I got on the horse and put him in a right smart gait, pacing 
and loping. W^hen I got half way my hat dropped oif, this very hat that I have here 
now. This place was in the hat then that tho puppj^ had torn that very day playing 
with it. My hat, when I got half way to tho river, which was a mile and a half, 
dropped off, and one of them got down and got it. There were two men I didn't know. 
1 nciver saw their faces. One of them got down and got my hat. Ho was right behind 
Sir. Billy Slalone, on a gray horse, which I am content was Mr. Frank Rankin's gray 
horse. Mr. Duce Lindsay was riding Mr. Holseapple's horse, and Mr. Holseapple was 
riding a big bay, a sort of high -tailed horse, a natural pacing horse. That night I 
didn't know the horse at the time. I knew him, too, but I couldn't make him out. 1 knew 
tho horse very well, though. There was one pony in the crowd I didn't know. There 
were four horses and five men. It was a sort of light, roanish, mustang -looking pony. 
When we got half-way to the river my hat dro])ped off, and the one right behind, Mr. 
Malone, got it. When w^e got to the river, Billy Malone, and Holseapple, and this 
other man had rode on, and got a skiff, to carry me across, as they said ; when we got 
there, they were standing right before the Newport store-door, and in about ten steiis 
of it. When they dismounted horses, they told me to get down, I said, Gentlemen, 
I can't get down ; please help me down." One of them ran up, and catched me by tho 
collar, and pulled me off. That was Mr. Duce Lindsay. Then Mr. Billy Malone was 
sitting right in front of me, again, by the fence, holding tho two horses. He is as 
large a man as you [Mr. Pratt] are ; there isn't any other such a man as he is in that 
settlement. There is as big men, but not like him. I knew him by bis size, and face, 
and voice. I stood there looking at .him, and Mr. Holseapple walked up, and catched me 
by the arm, and told me to walk down by the river bank. Ho walked on before, and 
told them to follow him. Wo were standing upon the river bank ; the water had fallen , 
down about twenty-five feet. Wo marched down to the edge of tho water, and took uj) 
the river about one hundred and twenty or one hundred and thirty yards, I reckon ; 
it may bo more. There we came to where Mulberry Creek runs in the river, and the skiff 
was in the mouth of Mulberry Creek. They bailed the water out of the skiff. Mr. Holse- 
apple went in first, and called in Mr. Duce Lindsay, and then told me to get in. After I got 
in, he told this other gentleman that I didn't know, that I hadn't seen the face of, to come 
in by me. That left me in the bow of the skifi*. When we got about half-way across, Mr. 
Holseapple says, "God damn it, I am not going to carry this nigger across here. It's? 
too nigh day; 1 can't get back home. I can't carry the damned nigger across." Says 
he to me, " Get out." I says, "I can't get out; if you will untie me I can." He says, 
" Fling him out." This one I didn't know says, " Fling him out ; shall I fling him out f ' 
Ho says, " Yes." He put my feet on the bow, and turned me over backward, as I was 
begging him to untie me. The last I remember ho was holding me under water with 
one of the canoe paddles. I commenced struggling under water, and when I found, 
myself, I had got one hand untied, and had come up to the top with one hand untied. 
I staid on the top a little while, and then I had got so full of water and so near tired 
out, I couldn't hardly swim, and I went down again. As I went down again, I struggled 
and got out the other hand. Then, when I got to the top again, I staid. I looked and 
saw the men fastening the skifi" at the bank, and I came out until I got to water up 
about here, [the eyes.] I took a cramp in one hip and thigh. I aimed to swim 
and did swim until I got to where the water struck me around the waist before I 
stopped. Then I stopped and untied tho cotton plow-line from my leg. The day was 
then all open good almost. Then I went on almost to the bank. I had got so worn out 
and was cramped in one leg, and I had to lie down in tho water, and then 1 crawled 
out on the bank through the nmd and water. I could not walk to save my life. Tlien 
C laid down, and flung up water and one thing and another, until I got so I could walk. 
I went up again a little further, and threw up again on a stump, and got so 1 could do 
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l^rctty well. I thou^jlit they niij^lit bo lying in the woods, and I pulled out home, 
watching to get to Mr. Goodloe's without being caught ; and I went through Mr. Ha- 
ley's liekl, anil Mr. Oat's plantation, and Barton's, and by that time I was into Mr. 
(T()odh>e's land, the man I lived with. When I was comnig to him, lie motioned to me 
to eome into the garden. The way I went to his house I came into the garden first. 
He motioned to me and came to me very peert, and he asked me if I had been after the 
doctor. I told him, **N(), sir; I couldn't go after no doctor." Says he, "Why?" I 
says, The Ku-Klux came last night and took me." He walked oft' and came back, and 
said, " Henderson, dou't you tell me no crooked tales ; you know no Ku-Klux could have 
taken you off last night without my knowing it ; some one would have told me." Old 
man Lewis and me did live under one roof. I told him they did do it. He asked me 
which way they carried me : which way they went with me. I told him which way 
they went. He asked me did they have horses. I told him where their horses were. 
He asked me where they came into the river. I told him. He went to my little boy 
and asked him. The boy said that the men came in there ; that he never saw but four. 
There was but f(mr in the house, but one stood (mt of doors, and that made five. Then 
he asked uncle Jjcwis did he see them. He said lie heard them talking and knocking 
at the d(KU', but didn't know what it meant. Then he got on his horse and took the 
road I told him the men went to find them ; to find the track of them, and see if there 
was iiuy signs. He got down to the river v\'here they carried me, and Mr. Goodloe lost 
his powder-gourd, and he sent nie after it the next day. I came home then, and staid 
there two days after that was done. Then I came up here. 

(hicslion. This, you siiy, was the I5th of August last ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

(Jncst'ion. You may d(»scribe thcv disguise of these men that you saw in your cabin. 
How were they dressed ? 

Answer. They had on some kind of black overcoat that came down nearly to the 
heels, and around the tail of it a whit?' stripe. The cape and coat both had white 
strii)(\s up and down the front, and a white stripe around the wrist of the coat. They 
had on hats, and veils under the hats, that came down over the face and down on the 
shoulders behind. 

liy Mr. Buckley: 
(^)Hcsi»on. Were there any places for their eyes? 
Answer. Xo, sir ; they had on veils. 

By the Chairman : 
QiU'stion. Were they common hats? 
^hiswcr. Yes. sir. 

(Juidilon. There were five in all, you say, four inside of the cabin and one outside ? 
^tuiiwcr. Yes, sir. 

(Jncttdou. How many of tliese five did you know? 

Atmirr. I didn't know any one excei)t by the size in the house. I never saw any 
one's face in the house. I didn't know any one there except by the size and walk. 
That was :Mr. William Malone. I knew him by his walk. Ho has a walk different 
from any man I ever saw, and he is a man as big as you [Mr. Pratt] are. I knew him. 
in the house. 

r)y Mr. BiXKLF.Y : 

Question. Did you see any of their faces ? 

Answer. Not in the house. 

Question. Ihit after you left the house, did you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. And then, as I was telling you about Mr. William Malone punchmg 
me, 1 knew his voice, for he spoke in his natural voice then, and I was then certain. 
After he took the drink I saw his face. Then I was not much scared, because I knew 
the principal part of tin? men, and I saw Mr. Duce Lindsay's face. I rode wHh him 
with the veil over his face talking with him. 

By the CiiAUtMAX : 
Question. You are well acquainted with them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I lived with Mr. Malone last year, and I traded at Mr. Duce Lmd- 
sav's store. , , . , /. 

Question. When they told you they wanted to put you on the other side of the river 
to keep vou from appearing at court, what did they refer to ? 

Answer. It vv'as to kee]> me from appearing at court against Mr. Wdham Malone. 

Question. What was William Malone accused of? 

Answer. Of taking a crop from me. 

(luesfioii. Had von sue<l \Villiam Malone? ^ . w 

Answer. I didn't say sue him. He had threatened me to kill me. I was afraid to go 
anywhere and nobody would hire me, because he wanted me to work for him this year, 
and I would not do it. Ho claimed me to live with liini, because I had promised. I 
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thought if I would promise to stay with him this year, he would give mc my 
crop. I found lie would not do it, and I wouldu't stay with him. Ho told mc ho would 
have me killed, and have the Ku-Klux to do it. Ho said if I didn't live with him, ho 
would have me killed ; I shouldn't live in this country. 
Question. Had you threatened him ? ^ 

Answer. No, sir. I went to Squire Bell to have a settlement with him, and after he 
would not do it and threatened me, I asked for a peace- warrant, but instead of that 
Squire Bell issued a warrant for us to settle, and he took away all of my crop at the 
last settlement. Then he issued a peace- warrant for me, and they came and made a 
settlement to Mr. Malone's advantage, and I took an appeal to the court, and he was 
going to kill me before it came up In the court. 

Question. He told you he would not kill you himself, but have the Ku-IQux to do it? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You are sure you saw him there that night ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You knew him by his voice and size ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You saw his face also when ho was drinking ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And they were very anxious to know who advised you to appear at court 
against this Mai one ? 
Answer, Yes, sir j and Mr. Holseapple, who was the captain, told me. 

By ^iv. Beck : 
^itesfion. Who was what? 

Answer. Who was captain of them Ku-Klux. He told me at that time, " I knew that 
they did it, and whenever I get the right facts of it, God damn them, I'll kill them ; I 
knew that Whit Dean told you and Calvin Goodloe told you to do this thing, for by 
God you haven't got sense enough to do it. I knew they did, and whenever I get the 
right track of it, I'll kill them^ God damn them." 

By the Chairmax : 
Question. And they finally made you confess that he did tell you to do it? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. But that was not true ? 

Answer. It was not, I knew this thing, for when I staid at Knoxvillo and Nashville 
I was in the court-house almost all the time that I staid there, and I knew that if there 
was any etFect of law, I could get justice -iind so I went for it. 

Question. Now yon may give the names of those white men whom you saw that niglit 
.as far as you knew them. Who was the captain ? 

Answer. Mr. Holseapple. 

Question. What is his first name ? 

Answer. James Holseapple. 

Question. Did he appear to be the captain ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; he was called captain, and gave orders. 

Question. Who else ? 

Answer. Mv. William Malone ; Mr. Duce Lindsay, Those are the only men I knew to 
make myself satisfied. 

Question. Only those three you knew positively ? 

Answer. That's all. 

Question. Did you see their faces ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I saw their faces and knew them, and called them ; when I came 
back, the first man I saw was Mr. Goodloe, and I told him the men and the horses; 
.and the horse I swore to, Duce's brother Bob came up here and swore he had hired it 
the same night, and that he was with Captain Holseapple watching a mill that night. 

Question. How far from your cabin were the horses hitched ? 

Aneswer. About two miles, if not farther. I will be qualified it was two miles. 

Question. W^ere the horses disguised ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How far was it from where the horses were hitched to the river? 
Anstver. About three miles and a half. 
Question. What river do you speak of? 

Answer. The Tennessee River. It was about two miles to the river, but to where 
they carried me was about three miles ancT a half. 
Question. How far was that from your cabin ? 
Answer. About two miles ; it was called over that. 
Question. They took you a roundabout way ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they took me due south, and the river was due north, and they 
took me due west about two miles and duo north about one-half a inile, and due east 
three miles, and then I had to tuln north about half a mile. 
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Question. You say your hands were tied beliiud you? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. With a rope ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; with a plow-line. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Qnestion. Were there any marks of the rope on your hands or wrists? 

An.swer sir. I showed them to Sir. (loodloe the next mornim,^ There were 

knots on both my wrists as big as my linger, and after they got well there staid a black 
mark on my arm for weeks. 

By the Ciiair.max : 

Qne.slioH. You say there were five men and fonr horses? 
Answer. Y<'s, .sir. 

Question. How did the fifth num travel ? 

Answer. He rode behind about halt' way to the river, and then he walked : but be- 
fore we got to the river all wnlked. 
Question. You rode behind Malone ? 
Answer. No, sir; behind Dnee Lindsay. 

Qnesdon. \\ Cre your legs tied when yl)n were riding the horse? 

Answer. No, sir ; only one leg. My hands were tied, and the rope came around and 
tied oiK^ leg. 

Qnestion. What did they say they were taking you across the river for ? 
Answer.. To keep me from ai)peariijg in court against Mr. Malone. 
Qnention. Was coni t then near at hand / 

Answer. I don't know exactly at what time court was, but it was some time in this 
last month ])ast. 

Question. Could you tell which one it was that pushed and held von down with that 
oar ! 

Answer. Xo, sir. 

Qne^ition. How far were yon across the river at the time they threw vou out of the 
skill? 

Answir. I didn't expose lAvas(piit(^ hall-way. 1 thought I was half-way, but I don^t 
expose it was. After I went back next day and saw the river 1 didn't think 1 could 
have been half way. 

Quef^lion. How wide is the river at that i)lace ? 

^In.swer. About 1,M)0 yards from tme edge to the other. 

(Juestion. How deep was the water at the place where yon were thrown out of the 
skilf.^ 

Amf^wiT. I don't know; I can't say; but I knew this, it was a great deal deejier than 
1 \\ as high. 

Question. It was over your head? 
^Inswcr. Yes, sir, a great deal. 

Question. You say they refused to untie your hands to give you a chance?. 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By ^Ir. J5CCKLEY : 
Question. Were your f(M}t tied when you were thrown into the water? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; they tied both together alter they got to the river. 

Jiy the CiiAiKMAX : 
Question. 13etbre they put you in the skifi"? 

Answer. Yes, sir. i hey didn't tie them i>lumb up together; I could work them a 
little in this way, [illustrating.] One leg was already tied. Tiie rope was a long plow- 
line, antl one man walked behind and held it like driving an ox or anything of the 
kind, and when we got down there he tied both legs. 

Question. Had you had any trouble with any of these men excci)t Malone? 

Answer. Xone, only when'l had them bound— when 1 had Mr. Malone and !Mr. ^\'il- 
liam Xewsome unthu- a thousand-dollar bond, because they had made threats. At the 
time Mr. Duce Lindsay and Bob Lindsay an(l William Xewsome and William ^dalone 
were going to whij) nie one day at Cherokee, and Mr. Duce Lindsay said, "You can't 
Avhi[) that nigger; he's not going to let you whip him;" and he says, '-I'll bet yon a 
thousand dolhirs I'll go in there and hold a pistol over him, and you umy whip him as 
much as you [ilease.'' He says, " If it is a thousand dollars, put in all you will tow.-ird 
it, ])ecause I'll do it."' Then I said, Mr. Dean, don't let them do it ; 1 want to go home 
with the express." 1 had come for express. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Question. Is J\lr. Dean a merchant? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I had to get some express, and the train was ten or twelve min- 
utes late, and 1 was waitiug, and I said, Mr. Dean, don't let them abuse me. It' ihey 
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go to abuse Die I might run off and leave the express- wagon." He says, They shan^t 
whip you ; you were sent for express." When they found he was trying to protect me 
they didn't say anything more to me. When I drove across to the depot Mr. William 
Maioue was sitting there. I was waiting for the train. He rode across to where I was 
and said was I done with that suit. I said, "I am not doing nothing about it now.'' 
He says, You went to Mr. Rather Mayer and Burns Mayer," which they had taken the 
case in hand. I had taken an appeal to get my crop. 
Qucsiioju Were they lawyers ? • 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; they were up here to defend Mr. Malone and them Ku-Klux. I 
weut for them, but after they got here I suppose they gave them §500, and they took 
their case in hand. He says to me, You've a lawyer ; I've heard you give that case 
in hand to Rather Mayer and Burns Mayer to attend to, and I'm going to kill you." 

By the Chairmax : 
Question, Who said this to you ? 

Answer, Billy Malone. Says he, I'm going to kill you. If it was not for these two 
women sitting there, I come to do it now." There was two women there. ^' But I'll 
meet you at another time. I'll meet you in some of these roads, and I'll kill you, nig- 
ger. You've got to drop that suit or I'll drop your life." I went up afterwards and 
had them bound over to keep the peace. He weut to Mr. Burns Mayer and Rather 
Mayer and submitted the ease to them and offered a live-hundred-dollar bond ; and 
when he was there I stepped into Burns Mayer's office, and he was in there ofFeriug his 
five-hundred-dollar bond, and he went down and plead guilty and offered his bond, and 
they asked me if it was satisfactory, and I told them it was not, and they put him 
under a thousand-dollar bond. That was all that passed. 

Question, How many did you hav6 bound over to court — Billy Malone and who ? 

Answer, Billy Newsome. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question, Before whom or by whom were they bound over — what squire? 
Answer, Green, I believe his name is, of Tuscumbia. 

By the Chairman : 

Question, How long was this before the 15th of August, when you were Ku-Kluxed 
Answer, It was the 15th of August when I was Ku-Kluxed. 

Question, How long was it before the 15th of August that you had Newsome and 
Malone ])Ound over 1 
Answer, Well, sir, it was about a month and a half, I reckon. 
QueMion, Had you ever had any trouble with Duco Lindsay ? 
Answer, None, only they wanted to help Maioue to whij) me. 
Question. Did you know Lindsay ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. You see I trade with them, and he and Mr. Malone had taken all 
my crop, and I could not see what it was for. After I had traded with him they had 
taken my crop and threatened me. That eveniug I was settled with to make me say * 
I was satisfied; and Mr. Bob Lindsay came up and swore I said I was satisfied; and 
he drove his wagon up there, and they took my crop aud hauled it away. I didn't lik*^, 
that, and therelore they were going to whip me at Cherokee the first time they met me 
there. 

Question. How long did you stay in that neighborhood after you were thrown into 
the river ? 

Answer. Two days. ^ 
Question, Have you ever been back there since ? 
Ansivcr, No, sir. 

Question. Have any of these men ever been taken up for Ku-Kluxing you ? • 
Ansiver, Yes, sir; they have been taken up and have been up here and tried. 
Question. Before the United States commissioner ? 
Answer, Yes, sir; Captain Day. 

Question. Are they bound over to court ? > 
Ansivcr. No, sir ; he relieved two of them in here that day and that night ; some time 
in the night he relieved the other one ; he told me the next morning he had. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question, Who were those who were tried before Captain Day and acquitted ? 

Answer. Mr. Holseapple, Mr. William Malone, and Duce Lindsay were the three men 
who were tried here ; and they hadn't acqtiitted Mr. Holseapple that evening ; they 
had acquitted two, and in the night, some time that night, they acquitted him. 

By the Chairman: 

Question, W^as there any other witness against them except you? 
Ansuxr, Yes, sir ; Mr. Calvin Goodloe aud my boy Mack, now going on thirteen years 
old. I had several witnesses subpoenaed, but thoy didn't but two of them come up. 
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Qucstmi. It ^vas tried hero in Huntsvillo ? 
Au8urr, Yes, sir ; right here. 
Qucstioti. When was it ? 
Aufiu'cr, I don't know exactly. 

Quchiion. How long after you were thrown into the river? 
Aihsicer, Five or six days. 

Quc.sthH. Do you know whether Mr. Goodloe went after you were Ku-Kluxed to the 
pLaees you described, where you hhd been on the road, and wliere you crawled our of 
thenyerf 

Ausurr. Yes, sir; he went down there with his shot-gun, hunting something on the 
way, and he loaded his gun right by a tree and left his powder-gourd there, and he 
sent nie lor it atterward, and therefore I know he went. 

(Jne.^tiou, AVere these men wlio Ku-Kluxed you all white men ? 

Aumrr. Yes, sir ; but I tliiuk, though, when it comes to be testified, that a black man 
brought them to my house and sliowed them how to get into it. I have learned that 
since court was over, and it can be pretty well proved. 

Quc^^tion. Some enemy of yours ? 

AH.sn\r, I didn't think ho was; me and him was just the same as two brothers when 
he staid (h)wn there. I don't know whether they forced him to do it or how it was 
done. 

J)y ^Ir. Bi'CKLEY : 

Quest hu. How far was it from the river back to Mr. Goodloe's house, the way you 
went, across the iiehls and phiiitations ? ' ' 

^liitiircr. Al)out two miles and a half or three-quaiters. 
(Jncsiion. You got back al)out what time in the morning? , . ' 
Autiwcr. A))out half an hour V)y sun. The sun was not half an hour high. 

liy the CiiAiiiMAN : 

(Jucfifion. Are yoii sure tliat some one in the skilf attempted to keep you down with 
a jfaddh' after you weie thrown into the river ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

15y .Air. Bva k: 

Qiivsfhii.^ Henderson, what ])eeame of the other two men after you got to the river? 
Ansircr. They staid when* th<'ir horses were. The horses were up on the bank, and 
the other two men staid there with the horses. 

Qiu'sCion. ^hUone, Lindsay, and another man got in with you ? 

Ansirc)\ No, sir, Malone and a man, 1 don't kiiow who, staid there witli the horses^ 
and Mr. Lindsay and ^Ir, llolseapple went in with me, and another man I didn't know. 

(Jucsiion. ll()lseapi>le, Lindsay, and a man you did not know went out in the boat 
into the river t 

A)tsive}\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you get out on the same side of the river on which you went in? 

A)tsurr. Yes, sir, about thirty or forty yards above where I went in. They carried 
me up tlie river a good i)iece, right besid(.* the river bank, before they struck out across. 

(Juistion. They took you, as you lirst thought, about half way, now you think not 
quite half way I ' " . 

A)tsu'<r. I dou't think it could have been half way, l)ecause I have swum the river 
there too often. I lived a quarter of a mile up the river from there the year before that. 
1 had often swum it before, and the way I swum and was worried and almost broke 
down, it couldn't have been half way. 

QucsCiou. AVhen you came to the to^) of the water had the men got back to the 
shore ^ '/ 

^Lu.^u-i r. \Vhen I came to the toj) of the water, the lirst sight I can't tell you, because 
I was near strangled to get my breath, and couldn't look, and I didn't stay at the top of 
the water but a little time and went to the bottom that time, and when I rose again 
I was loose in both hands and in the act of swimming, and I looked then particularly, 
and they were at the bank^ landing, and I wanted to go to the bank, and looked and 
was afeared to make a show or they would see me and shoot me. 1 just staid on tlie 
top and swum lightJy. I didn't know but they would look, because I could sec any- 
thing on the water up or down. The light was good. I just staid under the shade of 
a tree, and the water would wash me out ii little, and I kept as easy as 1 could so they 
could not see me. They were going away from tlie l)auk in a trot, like as if they were in 
a hurry to get away, and I found they vv'ere not noticing nn^ and I put for the bank, and 
before I could get there I took a cramp. I don't know whether I made any fuss or not, 
but nobody p;iid any attention. I had to get down in the water, and came down on 
(me leg and crawled'. I couldn't get along any way but to crawl. The cramp was in 
one leg. 

QuLsiion. Did the shade of the trees reach over to where you were in the water? 
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Answer. Not wheu they flung me out, but I swam to the shade. They were very tall 
trees, aud the moonlifijht was so it fluug the shade out into the river, and that was 
where I got to when I saw the shade of the trees. 

Question. When you were flung out, if you had been in the middle you would have 
"been 900 yards from the shore? 

Ausiver. 1 reckon I would. I know it was 1,800 yards from bank to bank. 

Question. Then the middle, of course, was 900 yarcjs from either bank? 

Answo'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is William Malone a farmer ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Had you lived with him all last year ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who had you lived with before that year ? 

Answer. Mr. Campbell. 

Question. W^hat is his first name ? 

Answer. Dick. He is right on the river, where I told you I lived on the river. 
Question. W^as he a witness in this trial ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, for ^Ir. Malone. 

Question. Did he swear on that trial that you were a verj^ bad negro ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. * 
Question. Who had you lived with before that ? 

Answer. I lived with Mr. Sleighton, on the railroad, right at Cherokee, and staid 
principally at Mr. AVhit Dean's. 

Question. How long had you kliown Mr. A. Hortou ? 
Answer. About four months. 
Question. Was he too a witness ? 
A nswer. Yes, sir, for Mr. Malone. 

Question. Mv. Aleck Malone ; how long have you known him ? 

Ajisiver. I never knowed hiiu. 

Question. Mr. Rutherford. 

Answer. I never knowed him. 

Question. Did you know Marion Matthews? 

Ansiver. 1 lived by him this year up to August. 

Question. Robert Lindsay, how long have you known him ? 

Answer. About two years. 

Question. Neill Gannon, how long have you known him? 
Answer. Never knew him until I saw him in court. 
Question. James Carter, colored; how long have you known him ? 
Answer. About fourteen months. 

Question. William Matthews, colored ; how long have you known him ? 
Answer. About two months. 

Question. Did not these seven white men I have named and the two colored men all ^ 
swear before United States Commissioner Day that you were a very bad man and 
unworthy of belief on oath ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you bring anybody to prove that you were a man worthy of belief on 
oath, except Mr. Goodloe f 

Ansiver. No, sir; but why? Because I didn't come with that intention. I came with 
the intention of what was before me, and I can prove that one of the main witnesses 
you had on your account just now, right here in town now, will do away with his own i 
testimony. That is Matthews, which gave the greatest testimony against me in court. 
He does away with it. He is right here in town now. 

13y Mr. Buckley : 
Question. Give his full name ? 
Ansiver. William Matthews, a colored man. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. Did not those men you arrested, Malone, Lindsay, and Holseapple, prove 
before the commissioner that they were somewhere else that night ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, all of them proved that they were somewhere else. 

Question. And the United States commissioner believed that and discharged them ? 

Answer. He believed tliem and discli.arged all but Holseapple, and some time in the 
night he discharged Mr. lIolseapi)le ; but 1 swore to the men I knowed and the horses 
I knowed, and the man Mr, Holseapple proved the alibi by, I had sworn before that 
that horse was in the baud, and still ho swore ho was with Mr. Holseapi)le and he had 
that horse. 

Question. In other words that man contradicted you ? 
Answer, O, yes, sir, in other words he did. 
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Qucstiou. What raagistrato was it who made the settlement between you and Mr. 
Mai one f 

An.'iwcr, Bell. 

(Jucfiiion. What is his iirst name ? 
Au8ive}\ William Bell, I believe. 
Quvsiion. Where does he live ? 
AuHinr. Cherokee, xVlabama. 

Qucsthm. Was he the man you j'onrself selected to make the settlement ? 

Aubivi r. Xo, sir. 

Question. Who selected him f 

Aii^ivcr. Mr. Maloue and him, I suppose, had made that up. When I first went to 
him I went to Inm to make a settlement, but he would not do it for two or three weeks ; 
and afterwards I went to hiui for a peaee-warrant, and instead of that he sent a 
written ijotu_^e for a setthMuent, and I knew I had to go, but the written notiee was no 
aceouiit 1(U' that setth^ment. 

(Jui .siioii. You had first applied for him to make a settlement for you and Malone, and 
he had refused ? 

An.Hn'cr. Yvs, sir. But three W(M'ks Ijefore that I asked Mr. Goodloe to ask him, and 
Mr.Goodloe had asked hiui, and Mr. Malone made threats, and I asked him for a peaee- 
warrant, !iud instead of it he sent a notiee for a settlement, and I came aad asked him 
what he gave it for. He said I kuow better what you want than you do yourself; 
you go and do as I t<'ll you." 

Quc^ition. Then Mr. Bell did make the settlement with Mr. Malone and you ? 

Anf^n-( }\ Yes, sir. 

(Jar.sti(/n. In that settlement they brought you in debt? 
Aiifuvcr. Y'es, sir. 

(Jucfiiion. Altei- taking what crop you had ? 
J«-s/rrr. Yes, sir. 

Quttition. Were you dissatisfied with that ? 
jinsu'ir. Yes, sir. 

Qn(:siu>}t. Wliat eroj) did you have? 

Aiisnur. 1 niade <"rops on the halves. I made three bales of cotton and twelve loads 
of corn, and eight of them loads of corn were with a forty-bushel wagon — a wagon 
that hehl fi)rty bushels. Then there were four other loads with a two-horse wagon, 
that h<>l(l filteen bushels. 

(Jncsiion. How many loads of corn were there ? 

.i?^s/r( r. Twelve in all. 

Qu(-iii<ni. In what v/ay did they bring you in debt? What did they say 5'ou had 
got when iNlr. Bell made that settlement fi>r you .? 

^iiiswcr. It was an account Mr. ^lalone brought up for meat I knew nothing about. 
In the lirst [)hice, that year I made a contract with him for meat. He said he wtmld 
not make a contract with nie for meat, and I must look out and get the best I could. 
What meat he did let me have he brought some three or four accounts I didn't kuow 
about ; and the woman I had hired, which is my wife now, he was to })'dy her out of 
the ei'o[>, Uui I was to see that she did good work, and he was to pay her out of the 
cro]) s;()0. I brought her down, and he contested. He will say to-day she is as good a 
hand as ever worked on a farm. He didn't give me anything, but went to Cherokee, 
toDnce Lindsay, that I vras trading with, and said to him to not let me have any- 
thing; that he didn't believe the crop would turn out right. I hadn't bought only^i 
skillet and a few little things of house furniture, and some meat, only §30 or .^$40 worth. 
^X\U, I staid at Mr. Malone's house and waited on him, and drove his si)ring-wagon, and 
attended to liis horses and hogs. I was the only black man tlun-e. 1 had to make my 
cro]), and 1 tended for him the whole year round. Then he brought out a suit of 
clothes he had had two years. He said he courted in them. Ib^ asked to buy 
them. I said I had no money. lie said, Y'ou take them; I want you to look nice. 
Y\)u drive the carriage for uie ; I don't want you to look dirty around me. You take 
them. Y'ou'll be satisfied with the price." When settlement day came he charged me 
§10 for the coat and pants and vest, after he had worn them two years, and been 
married m th«un. I didn't agree to it ; and he had some four or live charges of meat 
that h(^ couldn't give no account of, and he said the wouuui got them. The women 
didn't give no account of the meat, and I wasn't willing to pay for it. That's the Vv'ay 
my crop went, and I Avas not satisfied. 

\>i(f'stiun. How many it?-res of laud did you work ? 

An^d'cr, thirteen of corn, and about fifteen'of cotton; but six of the cotton was not 
good land, and didn't bring much. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
QucsiioiL You made three bags ? 
AnHVcr. Yes, sir. 
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By Mr. Beck : 
Qucsiion. Three bales ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; bales or bags. 

By the Ciiaiiim.\Js" : 
Question, How many acres of cotton T 
Ansiccr, It was called fifteen acres. . 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. Did Mr. Bell, in that settlement with Mr, Malone, agree to it as a correct 
settlement ? 

Ansicer. I did not osk him what he agreed to. I told him I was not satisfied, and I 
asked could not I take an appeal. He said I could. I asked what was the security — 
the bond. He said $100. I told him it was too heavy ; I would see about it. He told 
me that any time between then and fall I could bring it in with witnesses. 

Question. You had then i>ut it into the hands of lawyers ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Had you brought suit ? 

Answer. No, sir. Mr. Moore had wrote down to him for the papers three or four times 
in the two months, or two and a half, and Mr. Bell had never sent them up to !Mr. 
Moore, that I had put the business in the hands of. I went to him and asked him how 
it was, and he said Mr. Bell had sent him word ho wouldn't send them ; that he had 
made such an ugly settlement, such a ragged settlement, that he couldn't send them 
uj), and he wouldn't send them. 

Question. So you think Mr. Bell was trying to cheat you too ? 

Answer. I don't think I had justice. 

Question. What do you think of Mr. Bell's conduct? 

Ansiver. I don't know anything about Mr. Bell, but I say I didn't have justice, in this 
way : I knew that things I was charged with I didn't get, and it beat me dead, and I 
was not satisfied with it. 

Question. In the mean time you had bound over Malone and somebody else— Lindsay ? 

Answe)'. Newsome. That was after that. 

Question. You bound them over to keep the peace ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What connection had Newsome with it ? 

Answer. I suppose like many other men ; Malone is a white man, and, to tell you 
the truth, Malone and Newsome both knew I would not let Malone whip me, and he 
took halves with him because he was a white man, 1 reckon. 

Question. You had no suit pending in court at the time you were Ku-Kluxed ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; for my crop. 

Question. I ask you had Mr. Moore brought suit for your crop ? 

Answer. No, sir 5 he hadn't brought it then. He couldn't get the papers from Mr. 
Bell. 

Question. Then you had no suit pending when you were Ku-Kluxed ? 
Answer. No, sir ; but Mr. Mooro was wanting the papers, and sent to Mr. Bell for the 
papers to get it straight against we commenced. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. I understand you to say that you had one trial before Squire Bell, and did 
not fix up the papers for the appeal ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; that's the way of it. 

By Mr. Beck: 

Question. Up to the time when you were Ku-Kluxed, the papers had not been fixed 
up, and there was no ai)peal pending at that time ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. What did you understand them to mean by your not appearing in court? 
Answer. Because I contended for my papers. They know if there was any justice I 
was bound to have the papers, and I would go on and get my rights. 
Question. Had you applied to Mr. Bell yourself for the jiapers? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. After you spoke to J>Ir. Moore ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

QueMion. What excuse did he make for not giving them to you ? 

Answer. He said he had no time to fool with no papers. He said Mr. Moore had 
written to him a time or two for papers, and it was best for mo to go on and let them 
papers alone— that he knew what was best for mc—and for mo to drop it at that. 

Question. You said something about learning a good deal of law by being about tho 
court-house at Knoxvillo and Nashville; what were you doing there ? 

Answer. 1 was staying there. 
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QucsUon. How loii^^j ago ? 

Aimcer. I went there in 1866, at Xashville. 

(Jtustiou. What were you doiug there ? 

Answer . I was living there, just as I am doing here. 

(Jticsdou. Were you working there ? 

Au8irvr. Yew, sir. 

(jnii'iiion. At what business? 

J*<.s«-tT. Part of the time I was driving a dray for a colored man there. The other 
part ot the tune I got in with a fellow there, that was staying around in therc^ sweep- 
ing and sprinkling, eleaniug oil yards, awhile ; and then I took a trip to Nashville, and 
btaid there. ' 

QtHniioii. How long ? 

Au>iicer. I staid at Nashville a little over twelve months. 
Quci^iiou. What were you doing at Nashville 

Answer. I staid at Dr. Briggs s store and office. Dr. Briggskept both store and office. 

i^iiu tition. W as lie around the court-house f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

(Jaestion. Was he a lawyer ? 

Answer. No, sir; but 1 think he was trying to sort of half-way study it, from the 
action he would make when a case was on hand. :More than that, 1 learned not so 
uuich from him, l)ut when^ he staid one of the best lawyers staid, and almost every 
morning when hv, went to vxmrt he would cany me with him. 

(Jnest'ion, W'lint was his name ^ 

Answer. Fields. 

(Juestlon. Is he a lawyer there now ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

(Juestlon. Do you know his first name ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. What white man did you live with in Knoxville ? 

Answer. I didn't live with ho white man ; lliv4Hl with a black man. The black man 
had rented a lot and I staid with him and drove a dray. I forget the man he ^ot the 
lot of. 

(Juestlon. Did you work for any white man at all in Knoxville ? 

Answer. Not regularly ; I vrould do a day, or two, or three days' job for a man—first 
one and then another. 

(Juestlon. What white man did you work for mostly ? 

Answer. I dithi't work much for any white man ; I don't remember who all I worked 
for ; a man woukl want a lot of wood cut or his yard cleaned. 

(Juestlon. After you came l)ack from Nashville where did you goto ? 

^■Insu er. 1 w(,'nt down here in about a mile of Pride's Station to cut cord-wood. 

(Juestlon. In what county i 

Answer. I don't know in what county it is now ; it used to be Franklin County; I 
don't know whether it is Colhert now or Franklin. 
(Juestloit. Who did you work for ? 

A)iswer. Jim Pride and a man named Davis, cutting cord-wood. 
(Juestlun. How long did you v/ork there * 
Answer. 1 don't know ; about live months. 
(Jut stlon. Alter that where did you go ' 

Answer. I then went right to i'ride's Station, working for Hy Gyer. 

By the CiiAimiAX : 
Question. What is his full name ? 
^inswcr. That's all 1 ever lieard him called, Hy Gyer. 

By Mr. Beck : 
(Ju( Silon, From tiiere where did you go ? 

.inswer. From there I went to James Tanner's father; ho hired me, but he did not 
have anything to do. 

(Juestlon. What was the old gentleman's first name ? 

^Inswir. 1 don't know. 

(Ju(:;tlon. \Vas that in the same county ? 

^luswcr. Yes, sir; it was close to Osboro. Anyhow, this same old man Hortoii — I 
didn't stay v, ith James Tanner but a little while until I v^'cnt with him. 
(Juestlon. That is the uum you say who gave you a bad character ? 
^ins,i\r. Yes. sir. 

(Juestlon. Alter you left Jami s Horton's where did yon go ? 

Ansira-. I struck in the blacksmith shop at Osboro for a man named John Harrison. 
I was in about a mile of his house. 

(Juestlon. Tlien where did you go after that ? 

Answer. Then the Ku-Klux got so bad they camo there one night at the old man's, 
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and pulled my ears, and got after mo about a girl there named Emma, that one of the 
Ku-Klnx owned, so said, and mo and her was about to marry, aud they got after me to 
keep me from marrying her, aud I came to luka on the railroad, and I worked there 
for ^Ir. Sleighton, that I told you about awhile ago. 

Question. Where did you go from there t 

Ansivei\ M. A. Camp'beirs. 

Question Another witness against you ? 

Ansivc7\ Yes, sir. 

Question. IIow long did you work for him ? 

Answer. About seveu months. I worked for him seven mouths, but I didn't hire for 
him more than a mouth and a half. I dug wells ; I dug him a eouplo of wells while I 
was there. 

Question. Ho was one who sworo to your bad character ? 
Answe7\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Where did you go after you left him ? 

Answer. To William ^lalone's, the man that Ku-Kluxed me. 

Question. And theu to Mr. Goodloe's ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where does Mr. Malone live ; what is his i>ost-office ? 
Answer. Cherokee, Colbert County. 
Question. Is Mr. Duce Lindsay's post-office there, too ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Aud James Holseapple's ? 
Arisicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were any of those three men on trial sworn before the commissioner the 
other day ? 
Answer. Any of them sworn? no, sir. 

Question. Did Oaptaiu Day have the testimony all written down ? 
Anstcer. Yes, sir ; I suppose he did. 

By the Ciiaikmax : 

Question, Henderson, yon may give the names of those witnesses who testified that 
you were a bad negro aud unworthy of credit, whom you never knew before. 

Answer. I don't know the names myself. If you will call the names of those at 
luka 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. Malone, Matthew^s, Robert Lindsay, Neill Gannon 

Answer. That's one I didn't know. 
Question. Mr. Rutherford ? 
Answer. That's another I didn't know. 
(^i/es/i'o?i. Aleck Malone? 

Answer. That's another I didn't know. , 
Question. James Carter, colored, William Matthews 

Answer. Tha t's another I didn't kuow^ ; I had seen him a few times, but never worked 
with him or had any business with him until since the trial. 

By the Chairman : 
'Question. Three of these men you had never seen before ? 
Ansicei\ Yes, sir ; four. 

Question. I^Iatthews yon had seen before ? ^ 
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I had seen him ; but if I ever saw the others before I never knew it. 
Question. You say these three men arrested and on trial, Holseapple, Malone, and 
Duce Lindsay, were all acquitted upon proving an alibi ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Wlicre did they prove that they were that night? 

Answer. Mr. William Malone x)roved by his father and a colored man on the place that 
he was with him. The colored man swore that he was with him that night aud nex1» 
morniug all day at home. His father proved that his child was sick, and ho heard him all 
night walking his room and talking all night. Holseapple proved, by Robert Lindsay, 
that he was at his mill, watching for somebody to steal his corn, and that he hired this 
horse that I knew myself. Those twoi)roved that they w^ere iu the mill all night ; nobody 
knew tliem and they could swear; that was Holseapide and Robert Lindsay; one of 
them rode that horse I swore to. Mr. Duce Lindsay proved, by those tw^o men that I 
never saw nor knew anything about, that ho staid in his room all night— in his store. 

Question. Are you certahi that you saw Holseapple, Maloue, and Duce Lindsay that 
night that you were Ku-Kluxed ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I am pretty certain of it ; and my boy, twelve years old, going on 
thirteen, knew Mr. lIolseai)ple by the time the light was made, but I didn't know, be- 
cause I didn't aim to look for him. The boy aimed to run out of doors ; Mr. Holseapple 
hadn't his disguise ou ; he had his veil up, aud he caught him and shoved him back. 
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aud ho says, :Mr. Hol«eapple, you let me alone," and Mr. Ilolseapple wouldn't let Mm 
go out ; lie kuoAv him well enough. 

(Jucsiioiu What Avas your share of the corn and cotton crop raised on Mr. Malone's 
jtlace wortli ? 

A)if<wc)\ i don't know what it was worth. 

(jiuslion. You say you were entitled to one-half of three bales of cotton? 
^lui^wcr. Yes, sir. 

(jinstiotL And eight loads of corn, of forty bushels each ? 
Ah-sh'C)'. Yes, sir. 

(Jucstion. And four small wagon-loads ? 

AiniiVi'r. Yes, sir ; thirteen or iifteen bushels were counted, but I will say thirteen. 

By Mr. Buckley: 
QiHathni. Did you have any fodder? 

Jufiiccr. Yes, sir; but he divided the fodder with me when it was pulled and stacked. 

By the CiiAimiAX : 
Question. What was that 372 bushels of corn worth ? 

Aubivvr.^ lie oliered me sixty cents a bushel, and said that was what corn was selling 
at ; he ollei-ed mo that in tlie settlement. 

(Jia.siion. That unuh" your corn, if it was Avortli 60 cents a bushel, amount to $223 20 ? 

Answer. Besides that, I can briug four or iive witnesses to prove that his fattening 
hogs eat up about thi'ee aeres of my bestbottoui corn, and he never paid me a cent. 

(Question. AMiat was cotton worth i)er ijouud ? 

A)isici): Sixteen aud thre( -(|uartevs, lie said ; two bales were sold, and the last bale, 
wliich was a yellow bale, sohl for twelve and a half. 
Quvtiiio)i. How many itounds did those bales contain ? 

AiiHiver. Five hundred and upward; both the two white bales weighed over five 
hundred — one twenty -odd and the other thirty-odd— and the other didn't weigh live 
hriudred quite. 

(Jiiesdon. Now, how much Avere you justly indebted to Malone ? 

.inswey. I can just tell you exactly what 1 got from Mr. Malone ; I got one middling of 
meat that weighed thirty-one pounds ; 1 got two shoulders that weighed thirteen xjonnds 
c'liiieee; I got another shoulder that weighed thirteen pounds; X got seventy-three 
pounds of bacon fxim him ; I got lifty pounds of beef from him; I got twenty pounds 
of beef Irom him. and this suit of clothes. 

(Jutslion. AVas that all the meat you got from him ? 

Ansn-iv. Y(\s, sir, except six pounds ot bacon just before I left home. 

(Juesfion. Whni was this bacon Avorth iici- i)ouud 

Au,iwa\ Some of it 1(5 cents ; the hrst three pieces I got Avere pork; I got that at 16 
cents ; the other was 22 cents. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
(Jiiestkm. Do you mean pickled pork or unsmoked bulk meat ? 
Answer. It Avas unsmoked ; that is, the lirst luiddliugand two shoulders were. 

By the ClIAIUMAN *. 

(Jncytion. That Avas Avorth hoAV much a pound ? 

Auisucr. Unsmoked meat Avas Avorth 16 cents, and the bacon 22 cents. 

(JiH.^iiou. What Avas the beef Avorth ? 

AiisH't): Eight cents. 

(Jiusilo)i. .!5id you get any breadstutts ? 

Ansiar. 1 gave him corn for meal. 

(jueslion. So that he had no account against you for breadstuffs? 
AihsiVL)'. Xo, sir. 

quesl'wn. Had he auv other account against you except for those clothes? 

An.sii e)'. The old clothes and one pair of shoes ; but he brought twice as much meat 
as that against me, and he swears that this Avoman of mine got it, and she SAvears sho 
didn't get it. 

By ]Mr. Buckley : 

Oucsiion. Out of this meat that you foot up, hoAv many did you feed ? 

Ausiar. This Avouum and three little children ; but mind, I got three gallons of milk, 
my sell, every dav ; 1 got more meat than this, and I got from old Mrs. Malone eight 
milch cows, and iny Avife milked them, and she Avas entitled to Avhat milk she could use, 
and in that Avay I lived light. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Is that coat you have on the* one you got from Malone ? 

Ansner. Xo, sir ; that was a square-tailed coat, and it was not nigh as good a coat as 
this has been. 
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Question, What were those clotlies worth? 
Answo'. He charged rae $40. 
Question. What were they worth ? 

Answer. They were worth about eighteen or twenty dollars wlien I got them from 
him. 

Question. You say he had worn them two years ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; just to say what they really were worth, they were worth eighteen 
to twenty dollars ; they had been fine, very fine clothes, but the good of them was 
vrorn out. 

Question. You got a pair of shoes also ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Does that embrace all that you got from him? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know how much those items all footed up ? 
Ansiver. No, sir ; I never knew how they did foot up. 

Question. How much did you claim that he was indebted to you on a fair settlement ? 

Ansicei'. I couldn't make a claim, because I couldn't count it and figure it up. I tried 
to get Squire Bell to figure it up as I would count it, and he would never do anything 
except to put it all together, and he bothered me, and I never got it straight. . 

Question. How much did he bring you in debt? 

Answer. I think it was $2 37|. 

Question. Did Malone swear to his account^ 

Answer. We had had three settlements, and every time he would add on a little more 
and a little more, until he got the whole crop ; the last time he just took every bit of 
my crop and it made us even at the last settlement, and then when Squire Bell got it, 
he made it a little more ; he made it $2 37^ more. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. Mr. Minnis, the district attorney of the United States, was here attending 
to your case ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Beforq- Captain Day he examined your witnesses and attended to your case ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is he not a good lawyer ? 
Answei'. I don't know anything about him. 

Question. You made the complaint to him, and he had the men arrested and brought 
here ? 

Ansicer. I made the complaint to Mr. Day. 
Question. Judge Minnis appeared here for you ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir, he appeared here. 



HuNTSViLLE, Alabama, Octoher 7, 1871. 

LIONEL W. DAY sworn and e-xamined. 

The Ciiaiiim^\:n^ : As Mr. Beck had this witness summoned, he will please examine 
him. 

By Mr. Beck : i 

Question. Give us, as briefly at you can, your present position and your past; tell us 
where you came from, and how long you have lived here; where you were during the 
war, and what position you occupy now. 

Answer. I was in the Federal Army during the war from the State of Illinois ; served 
in the Federal Army until nearly the close of the war, and, after its close, I came South 
with a view of remaining here. After my arrival here, I was appointed clerk of the 
United States district court for this district — the northern district "of Alabama — which 
position I still occupy. 

Question. Appointed by whom ? 

Ansiver. By Judge Busteed. 

Question. Were you appointed a commissioner of the United States also ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir ; the clerk is ex-ofiicio commissioner. 

Question, As commissioner of the United States district court for this district, had you 
a case presented charging disguised meu with the maltreatment of a colored man 
named Henderson, in Colbert County, within the last few months ? 

Answer. Afiidavit was made by William Henderson, a colored man, before me in Au- 
gust, I think — it was in July or August ; I have not my docket of dates before me— 
charging Holseapple, Lindsay, and Malone, three young naen of Lawrence County, I 
think 
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By the Chairman: 
Qucsiiou. Colbdt, ^vas it not ? 

Ausinr. It may bave Ijeen C()l])ort ; tbey lie close toi>-ether. It was ucar Barton 
Station or Cherokee — ^Yith liavin<j;- taken liiiii from his house in xUignst, and, as he re- 
cited in his affidavit, after having tied him and having made various professions as to 
what they desire<l to do with him, they finally took him to the Tennessee River, and 
pnt him m a skilf, for the alleged purpose of taking him across, but having rc^aehed the 
middle of the riv(^r, he alleges that they threw him out in that bound condition into 
tlie middhiof the river, and afterward returned to the l^ank. He testilied that be- 
tween the ])oint at which he v. as seized and the river he was tied with a ro})e, with bis 
hands behind liini, and the end of the rope then made fast to his legs, and that that 
was his condition when he was thrown into the river. He claimed to have then sunk 
to the bottom, and having released one of his liands, became U]) ; went down again and 
got hold of a rock in the bottom of the river, and, in his struggle, released both of his 
hands; finally got into shoal water and waded ashore, where, after recovering from his 
partially drowned condition, b«^, returned to ]\lr. Goodloe's place. He stated that the 
parties wer(; ill disguise, but that after they got into the boat — which was when it was 
very nearly daylight in the morning of the IGth of August — he saw the face of one, and 
l)eLha))s th(! faces of two ; I am not cU'ar as to that now. He swore positively to one. 
He said lh;it tliere was no moon ; that the only light he had to identify by sight was 
by star-light; but his testimony was direct and i)ositive as to the ideutit}^ of the 
persons. * 

(JfU'.iiion. Are y(m giving now the abstract of his evidence before you as you recol- 
lect it ! 

^t)i.sim\ Yes, sir; and I think that those facts are substantially embraced in the affi- 
davit. I can lile a copy very easily if the committee desire it. 

By Mr. Beck : 
Qni'fillon. These men you arrested on that affidavit? 
^lusictr. Yes, sir. 

(Ja<:slio}K And they were brought before you as United States commissioner for a 
hearing ? 

Jusin r, Yes, sir, for pndimiuary examination. 

(Jn(',stio)i. Have you the evidence tak(Mi in that trial; and if so, will you lile it with 
this committee ? 

.ij/.v/rr/-. 1 have the evidence and will fih^ it. This is the original, [presenting a 
document,] and I ick ntify it with the initials of my name, and make it a ])art of my 
de[>osition. [Th»' document reterred to and containing the testimony given in the case 
of the Pcoidc vs. ll()ls('ai)i)le, T lalone, and Lindsay, will be found at the end of the testi- 
mony of tliis witness.] 

(Jnr.siioii. Assuming that evidence to have been given there, state what was the re- 
sult of that investigation. 

Answer. The parties charged were acipiitted upon a direct and substantial proof 
of an aliJyi. 

Queslhn. Had tin? character of the iirosecutor, as i)roven, a good deal to do with 
it also ? 

J)tsurr. The character of the prosecutor was proven to be a very bad one by all the 
v»ntn(?sses who testili(Hl in that particular, .both white and colored. The prosecution 
olfiTcd no evid(*iice, after the character of the prosecuting witness had been assailed, to 
relieve his character, but left the testimony of the defense wholly uuimpcached and 
iinassailed. 

(^)n(:sliou. Was any time asked to obtain further testimony in regard to the character 
of the pi'osecutor ? 

Aiff^ivcr. None whatever. Xo application was made. No reference, in fact, was made 
to it by the ]UM)secution. 

(jHcsiiou. The evidence you have just furnished will give lis the full history of tho 
case as it a])peared before you, will it? 

Answer. I am not certain but an attempt may have been made by cross-examina- 
tion ; but I am not certain that it was. I think my best iinpressitm is that it was. I 
think that it did not go further than a mere cross-examination of the parties who were 
impeaching the veracity of the prosecuting witness. The evidence, though, that Ililo 
here as a part of my deposition, embraces the whole statement, and gives the history 
as fully as I could by any statement I could make. 

(JmsUon. And no further statement by you would elucidate it further? 

Answer. None whatever. 

Qntsiion. As you are here, I will ask you to tell us as briefly as you can, but fully, 
from your position as United States commissioner, and the- opportunities you have of 
ascertaining the feeling of the peojde in this section of Alabama, what is their general 
disposition as to the maintenance of law and order and obeying the biws. 

Answer. I think it is very good. I think this is like all communities, and I have been 
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n many in the United States. I tliink the same general characteristics prevail here 
that exist in other connnuuities that I have known. I know of no general difference. 
There have hcen difficulties arising out of horse-thieving, personal violence offered to 
parties without reference to their political status, as I am informed and believe, and in 
some cases homicides have resulted from the efforts of the citizens, acting in behalf of 
order, to prevent that lawlessness. For instance, in Limestone, my information, which 
is poi)ular information, ami from conversation with the citizens of thab place and the 
prosecuting officers of the county, is that they have had several homicides there ; hut 
I think the large majority have resulted from acts of a posse of citizens in their at- 
tempts to disperse a band of men whose organization was based upon a desire for 
thieving and plunder ; and these thieves and plunderers occupy the same relation to 
the community that that class of men do in any community that I have ever been in. 
I know of no ditference. They were bad men doing bad things, and the good citizens 
of the country have been active and vigilant, and they have succeeded, or I have no 
doubt will succeed, in restoring perfect order in Limestone County. That is my be- 
lief. 

Question. In this county how is it? 

Answer. This county is exceedingly quiet ; there is no disturbance here of any kind 
' that I know of, more than the little afirays resulting from the collisions of men, ordina- 
rily occurring. 

Question. Will you tell the committee whether in your opinion the great mass of the 
people of Northern Alabama arc law-abiding and disposed to observe the laws? 

Answer. I believe they are. From my i)osition and antecedents, I can have no pre- 
dilections in favor of this or, any other southern comnmnity, any other than a kind 
and friendly intercourse with the good men of the country has given me, and I believe 
the x30pulation of North Alabama, with a very few exceptions that I have specified, 
are as jnuch disposed to obey the law as any eomniunity that have been in the vicinage 
of war and destruction, such as have been seen in the South, and I think, perhaps, 
more so than many communities of the country ; much more so, because North Ala- 
bama has been the scene of a great deal of war and bloodshed, and was the home of 
several partisan companies, and large numbers of these men are now among the 
best conservators of law in the country to my personal knowledge. 

Question. What do you mean by partisan companies ? 

Answer. I mean those companies, independent organizations during the late war ; 
North Ala])ama, as you are aware, was occupied by the contending armies alternately 
several times, and the tendency was to leave men behind, the result of which was the 
organization of partisan companies. That is my understanding ol the history of 
afiairs in this county. Many of these men are here yet, and many of them I know, and 
they are like all the quiet law-abiding citizens that you find in any community in the 
land. I know of no difference ; they have the same interests at stake that men have 
everywhere for the support of law and order. They exercise the same vigilance that 
men do everywhere, and protect their own interests. 

Question. Was there not a good deal of difference in political opinion when the war * 
broke out in Northern Alabama, some for the side of the Union, and others, the side of 
the confederacy ? 

Answer. The information I have on that subject is from persons who were residents 
here, and from the general traditions of the land in that ])articular, as I was not here. 
My understanding is that there was in Mac^ison County, I think, about five or six to 
one, opposed to the secession movement. 

Question. Madison is the county in which Huntsville is situated ? j 
Answer. Yes, sir, and in all the mountain counties of which this district is composed, 
territorially, at least, there was a most decisive and aggressive Union sentiment, and 
there was a strong disposition, which never found its way into organization, but was a 
very strong feeling, to organize all North Alabama above Vho line of the mountains, and 
fight it out at the foot of the mountains of North Alabama. 

Question. That mountain range being south of North Alabama ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that sentiment x>i'evailed in North Alabama at that time. Therc^ 
were large numbers of Union men there at that time, and every man acquainted with 
the xiolitical history of Alabama is ^vell aware ot the fact that the prevailing sentiment 
of North Alabama was violently Union. 

Question. What, do you know about these Federal soldiers, residing in the counties of 
Walker, Winston, and Fayette, in Northwestern Alabama ? 

Answer. Those counties lie in the northwestern quarter of the State. I was ap- 
pointed adjutant of a regiment called the First Alabama Cavalry, and the bulk of the 
soldiers composing that regiment were drawn from the counties of Walker, Winston, and 
Fayette, in North Alabama — the mountain counties. There were soldiers from the 
other portions of the South ; some from Tennessee, and some from Georgia, and some 
from Mississippi ; but the large majority of them came from these counties down there, 
and were enlisted 'directly from their homes. They were opposed to the war in the 
start. I think the number enlisted in the command, first and last, was twenty-seven 
hundred. 
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Qu-estiov. Ill tliese three counties? 

A7ifiivc)'. Yes; that ^^'as the general territory from which the regiment drew its 
force. I think the number was twenty-seven hundred, hut I am not positive : that is 
my recollection of it now. 

Question. Were they mostly young men ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the large majority were men ranging from eighteen to thirty-five 
years. 

Question. What was generally their condition as to property; were they poor or rich 
men or otherwise ? 

Ansiver. 1 think the majority of the men were poor. They lived in a mountain coun- 
try. Th(; country there is very poor, and the hulk of them were poor men. 

Question. Tell us how your courts administer the law, so far as you have observed, 
when persons who are fairly proven guilty are brought before them. Is there auy 
trouble in procuring a conviction for any otfense, where the case is fairly made out 
against the party arraigned, in this region of Alabama ? 

Answer. 'So, sir ; 1 think lu^t. There is this: I think, perhaps, there may be an in- 
disposition to convict men in some cases in which liomicides msnlt from personal en- 
counters, where th(^. mere color of jiggression can be given to the assailant, or the man 
who loses his life ; but that, 1 think, is common to many communities in the South and 
West. 

Question. Was it not always so / 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think it was. I have seen it manifested in the Northwest, and I 
think it exists in the South. A killing frequently finds palliation in the minds of a jury 
from some colorable ollense, perhaps not dangerous, which is oli'ered to the party 
charged. 

Que>itio)i. I call your attention particularly to that class of cases where men have 
been violently, secretly, and wantonly injuring persons in tlieir lives, their liberty, and 
their property ; doing it cither under the guise of night, or in any other clandestine 
way. Would men of that sort, when brought before your courts, Ijc punished ? 

Answer. 1 do not think thi'ie is any doubt but what they would. I think at present 
the great danger would be that they would be treated with perhi.ps more severity than 
they might merit in many cases. 

(Juestion. Is the general sentiment of most of your people here opposed to all that 
class of conduct — Ku-Khix organizations and redress of that character ? 

Answer^ 1 think so; most decidedly ojjposed to it, and opposed to all secret organi- 
zations which have a tendency to disturb the order of th(5 community or the security 
of property and tlie protection of labor. I think all organizations that disturb these 
interests are most decidedly frowned upon. 

Question. Is the condemnation of all that class of offenses shared in alike by men of 
all political i)ju ties ? 

Answer. I think it is ; I think it is shared by all men in the country who have those 
interests at stake— all the good citizens who have the interests of labor and property 
and personal protection at stake and who do not rely upon their reckless character to 
protect them. 

Qursiion. Have you in this general region of country many men who have, since the 
war, come from the northern'and ^vestern States, and settled here ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; we have a lai'ge number of them. 

Question. How are they generally treated by their neighbors, and how do they feel 
in reference to their safety and security here / 

Ansivn-. I think they nre well treated; 1 do not remember of a case of violence 
otfered to a northern man in this community. If one has occurred within my knowl- 
edge, it has escaped me, and there are a number of them here. 

Question. Arc you personally accpiainted with them / 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I know the majority of northern men here. I do mot think there is 
a sense of insecurity felt by these men on grounds of nativity or politics or anything 
of the sort. . 

Question. Have yon heard these men speak of this subject at all yoiu'self in your 
general conversations '? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; 1 have heard it remarked upon. I liave heard men say, in regard 
to them, that thev had no apprehension of personal danger on account of their being 
northern men ; 1 do not think there is any general ax)preh.ension of that kind. 

Question. Tell the committee whether or not it is safe in this general region of Ala- 
bama for a man who is a repnblican in i)olitics to express his sentiments withont per- 
sonal danger to himself Can a republican express his views of politics without run- 
ning the risk of personal danger? 

Answer. I do not think he is in any danger whatever. 

Question. Do thay do \t1 ^ • 

Answer. Certainlv. Street discussions are as common here as they would be m any 
place so far as 1 know. 1 do not remember of any disturbance of a public meetmg 

38 B 
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tbat was being addressed by republicans. The onlj^ demonstration of violence I have 
ever seen here was in a democratic mass-meeting. 
Questim. Was that among themselves, or how was it? 

Jnsiccr. It was an affray that was occasioned by perhaps some address made to the 
sj)eakcr on the stand through misapprehension ; that was the only disturbance I have 
ever known here. 

Question. Political discussions are freely held by both parties? 

Anstvcr. Yes, sir, as much so as anywhere in the world. Public gatherings for poli- 
tical speaking and communication aro as free in Northern Alabama, so far as my knowl- 
edge goes, and I have seen considerable of it here in town, as in any place I have ever 
been in in my life, and I have seen a great deal of it. I have attended many public 
gatherings. 

Question. When these disguised men undertake their marauding expeditious at night, 
is it your information that they have political or personal purposes, so far as they have 
been brought before you ? 

Atisiver, I think it is personal, undoubtedly, sir; undolibtedly personal. 

Question. And not political? 

Answer. No, sir, I think not. I think there are very few men who regard it as polit- 
ical now. In nearly every case in which violence has been offered by disguised men, 
their motive may be explained upon the grounds of personal animosity; in nearly every 
case that has come under my observation, or within my hearing, that has been the 
fact. 

Question. We have had a witness before us in Washington, and perhaps you may 
know him, as he figured largely in this regioU of country — a Methodist minister by the 
name of A. L. Lakin 

Ansivei'. A. S. Lakin. 

Question. •Who spoke of a great deal of very bad treatment to himself during the 

four years that he resided here. Do you know him? 
Answer. Yes, sir. I know him well. 

Question. Have you had any conversation with him that would indicate the extent 
of maltreatment that he had received? and, if so, tell us when and what they were. 

Answer. There is but once in my life that I recollect of having a conversation of that 
character with Mr. Lakin, and it arose under peculiar circumstances that amused me, 
and caused me to remember it, I suppose. 

Question. Give us the date of that conversation, if you can. 

Answei'. I should think it was, perhaps, twelve months ago. I was on the street 
hero, and some one told mo that Mr. Lakin had been killed ; that he had been shot in 
the mountains. I expressed surprise at that, and started down the street, after a con- 
versation with a friend. I left him, and had not gone twenty steps until 1 came across 
Mr. Lakin, walking on the street. I shook hands with him, and expressed my sur- 
prise at meeting him, and repeated to him what I had just heard. He seemed to be 
amused at the report, and said to me, " My dear sir, I have never been treated with more 
uniform kindness, courtesy, and hospitality than I have on ray last trip through the* 
mountains;" and he then repeated the fact that a community, I think in Jones's Cove — 
some community there that he alleged had been hostile to him before that — had treated 
him with personal consideration on his last trip. The reason why I remember this 
casual conversation was the peculiar circumstances under which it occuiTed, and the 
contrast that his statement presented in regard to himself and the fact I had just 
heard of him. 

Question. Did he speak to you in any way of the general treatment of this commu«j 
nity toward him ? 

Answer. Not of this community in this county. He referred to his general treatment 
in his circuit. I think his circuit embraces quite an area of country of North Alabama 
lying east of here — Marshall, Cherokee, and De Kalb Counties. I think that is the 
fact. I understood him to have returned from a trip through these counties. I know 
very little of him. 

Question. Apart from your own knowledge, what was the general estimate of hini 
through this community, so far as you heard others speak of him? 

Answer. The general reputation of Mr. Lakin here was, that he was equally as zealous 
in his efforts at X)olitical conversion as he was ia his efforts as a minister of the gospel, 
and the popular understanding, whether true or not, was that Mr. Lakin organized po- 
litical clubs or leagues, or whatever they may have been called, on his circuit, and that 
he made it a part of his duty and business to do that. That was the popular under- 
standing as I have heard it ; whether true or not, I do not know. In this town I have 
never heard him make a political speech, but I have understood from men, in whoso 
integrity I have fiiith, that ho was in the habit of, making political speeches, and de- 
voting considerable attention to it, and taking deep interest in it. I believe that to be 
true. 

Question. With regard to the general character of his statements, how was he re- 



ALABAMA SUB-COMMITTEE. 



595 



hfaS to the trntM^^' general form of statement, or as strictly confining 

There are large numbers of men herfe who do not believe that Mr. Lakin 
always told the truth, 

Qticstion Speaking fi om what you have heard, what was his general character in 
that regard ; was it good or bad, as regards that ? 

Aii8H a\ It is bad. The general character Mr. Lakin bears here, for eonfinins himself 
absolutely to the truth in all that he says, is not good. Any fiicts upon which that 
opniion IS based I am not aware of, but that is his general reputation. 
By the Chairman : 
(Jac'^iiott. How long have you lived in lluntsville f 

Aii.'iurr. I have lived in Huntsville since about the 1st of February, IbGG. 
(Jucstiou. Continuously ? 

Au^icer. Ves, sir; continuously, except on 

Qut>itioH. Did yon marry here f 

Ansircr. No, sir ; I am not a married ntan, 

Qiui^don. What was your employment before you were appointed clerk of the dis- 
trict court in Pluutsville I 
Aiit'd-cr. I came here as clerk of the court. 
Question. You have held this office ever since ? 
An-^n-cr. Ves, sir; ever since I have been here. 
Question. Have you followed any other business than that ? 

Am^u'cr. No, sir. I was in jKirtuership with Captain Fullertou in the practice of law, 
but the duties of my office coniined me principally to the office. I had some practice, 
but not much. 

Qae.^iion. In the investigation which was Isad on the complaint of \yilliam Hender- 
son, 1 will ask you wheiher Calvin Goodloe was examined as a witness ? 
AHi^u'er. Yes, sir. 

Qucytion. Was Goodloe the man with whom Henderson had been living, or upon 
whose farm he had been workiug, for some time jireviously ? 
Ani^u-cr. It was in proof that he was. 

Qucatton. Wiiat was Goodloe's standing as a man of character and truth ? 
Anfiwer. 1 think it was very good, sir { as good as that of any man in the country, so 
far as I know. 

Queaiion. I will ask yon to state whether Goodloe, upon that examination before you, 
did not testify that Hender^son luid had no difficulty with anv one, to his knowledge'? 

An ."sictr. I think lui did, sir. That is in the testimony. My recollection is, though, 
that he testitied about that fact. 

Quv.stiou. Did he not further testify that he considered his character as good as any 
negro's i 

AuHiL'cv. I think he said he had the average character, but I have heard it alleged 
that Ml". Goodloe did not think they had souls, and that characters were not essentially 
connected with the negro's existeuce ; that character was not necessarily connected 
with a negro's existence. He is reported to have said that. 

Question. Do you know that he held sncli sentiments? 

Anawer. I have heard it alleged. 

Question. Who alleged it "? 

Answer. Mr. Davis. 

Question. What Davis? 

Answer. Mr. Nieholas Davis. I thiidi he alleged it in connection with that sfete' 
ment of Mr. Goodloe's. It may have been jocular. 
Question. Was Mr, Davis a lawyer in the case ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. What part did he play in that trial ? 
Answer. 1 do not think he played any whatever. 

Question. Did he make the reiiuirk loud enough for Mr. Goodloe to hear it ? 
Answer. I do not think he \vas present. I think Mr. Davis made the statement iu 
connection, perhaps, with somebody else. 

Question. For the purpose of influencing your judgment in this case ? 
Answer. No, sir. It was after the decision was rendered. 

Question. I will ask whether Mr. Goodloe did not state in express terms that, from all 
he had heard spoken of this man Hendei'son, his general character was good / 
Ansirer. He may have said it. 

Question. Just look at the evidence which you have produced here, and say whether 
he did say so in so nnniy terms, rigiit at tiie conclusion of his testimony. 

Answer. [Referring to the record of Goodloe's evidence, which will be found in the 
pa])er given at the end of the testimony of this witness.] I lind on reference to the 
testimony, that he says: "His character is as good as the average negroes of the 
county. I can't say as to his general character.'^ 



596 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



' Qiiestwn. I will ask you to state wbetl^er the last two lines of his testimony do not 
read as follows : " From all I have heard speak of him, his general character is good." 

Answer. He says: "From all I have hoard speak of him, his general character is 
good." That is in answer to an interrogatory of Colonel Minuis, district attorney. It 
escaped my notite. 

Question, That was upon cross-examination? 

Answer* Yes, sir. ^ 
Question. Did not Mr. Goodloe, upon his examination in chief, state as follows : " I 
know of no difficulty that ho (referring to Henderson) had with any one. In his dispo- 
sition I consider him an ordinary man, and an obedient one. I consider his character 
as good as any negro's ?" ' 
Answer, He did. 

Question. You say that was his testimony in chief? 
Answer, That was his testimony as reported. 

Question. How, then, did you state, as you have done in your examination by Mr. 
Beck, that all the evidence went to show that Henderson was a bad man, and unworthy 
of belief? 

Answer. Every witness who was asked in regard to his integrity, and his character 
for integrity aud veracity, by the defense, testified to that fact, and if Mr. Goodloe was 
inquired of in regard to his character for integrity, I do not recollect it. The testi- 
mony will show. My recollection, though, is that ho was not. 

Question. Do you deny that Mr. Goodloe testified as I have read to you ? 

Answer. 0, no, sir. 

Question. Has he not subscribed his statement that is here ? 

Ansiver. I think he has. I do not remember now that Mr. Goodloe was inquired of 
for his character for veracity. If he was, I do not now recollect it. 

Q^iestion. WIr'u he stated that he considered his character as good as any negro's, 
did you not consider that that involved his character for veracity ? 

Answer. If a lawyer was inquired of in regard to the character of a man, as to his 
voracity, I suppose he would express himself so, and inasmuch as that proof does not 
involve the matter of veracity, I would not attempt to draw conclusions, for I do not 
know. He may have meant that, and may not. He might easily have been inquired of 
in regard to veracity. 

Qvestion. When Mr. Goodloe testified in direct terms that, from all he had heard speak 
of this man Henderson, his general character was good, did it not necessarily result 
til at he considered his character for veracity good ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I would not attempt to say, for I do not know. He has said in 
another place that his character was as good as any negro, and what he may have 
meant by that, I cannot attempt to say. The testimony is as easily construed by one 
as by another. It was reported ; it was heard by me as commissioner, and reported 
just as it is before the committee here. 

Question. You say Mr. Goodloe is a first-class man ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. And this man Henderson had been working for him a good while ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; several months, I think. 

Question. Mr. Goodloe had every opportunity of knowing what was the man's char- 
acter ? 

Ansiver. He had the ordinary opportunities that a planter has of knowing the char- 
acter of a negro on his place. W^hat his experience with him w^is, I do not know. 

Question. Did all the witnesses that testified against Henderson's character for trutif 
and veracity profess to be well acquainted with his character? 

Answer. I think so, but I am no: positive. It strikes me that there was one party 
who testified to having had a very brief acquaintance with him, but I do not now recol- 
lect his name. 

Question. Henderson testified before us that three or four of these witnesses he had 
never known before, who testified against his character. What do you know in rela^ 
tion to that ? 

Answer. I do not know anything about it. Some of the parties had lived quite a 
distance from Mr." Goodloe, but some of them testified, I think, that William had 
lived in their neighborhood, if I recollect aright. 

Question. I will ask you whether the testimony of Mr. Goodloe did not very strongly 
corroborate Mr. Henderson as to the fact of his having been thrown into the river and 
having crawled out ? 

Ansiver. I think it did. 

Question. Had you any doubt in your mind, after listening to the evidence, that Hen- 
derson had been maltreated in the manner in which he had himself described? 

Answer. I had very little doubt that he had been the subject of some violence, but 
to what extent it was right difficult to tell. He appears to have returned in a battered 
and dilapidated condition in the morning, and gave evidence of having been through 
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pome (limonlty, and Mr. Matbews testifies that Jie charged him, from his condition with 
having been drnnk, and Mr. Goodloe testifies to numbers of marks on his hands. 
Quc.*ition. On his wrists f 

Ausinr. Yes, sir, on his wrists. I think he refers also to having gone to the spot 
where Henderson came out of the river, and having seen the marks. 

Question. Did he not testify of having seen the tracks of Henderson and of the 
horses ? 

Jnswcr. Yes, sir, I think so. 

Qucstiou.^ Did he not testify that ho found the skiff and the signs that corroborated 
Henderson s statement ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I think so, as far as they went, in rchation to the fact of violence 
having been done. 

Question. Then you had no doubt Henderson had been maltreated, but you doubted 
wh(^ther the evidence justified you in holding the men who were arrested f 

Answer. Yes, sir, that was the fact. I had no doubt but he had been in difficulty of 
some sort, and I thought it was altogether probable that the general fc^atures of it— 
tlie occurrence— leaving out the parties charged, were essentially true as he stated. 

Question. Did he, in the testimony before you, speak of the disguise these men had 
on I 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Yon had no doubt, then, Mr. Day, that this was a fair Ku-Klux case, had 
you ? 

Answer. Well, I think that disguised men offered this negro violence. 
Quetition. Your answer is that you think that disguised men offered this man Hendor- 
8on violence ■ 

Answer. I tliink so, sir. I think it is a candid and fair conclusion to draw from the 
testimony. 

Question. Were the disguises such as the Ku-Klux organization are understood to 
wear 1 

Answer. ]\Iy understanding, is that they were not. 
Question. Wherein was the difference ? 

Answer. I will have to refer to the testimony, which, I believe, recites the fact that 
til e only disguise they had was a mere veil hanging over the face ; that ho did not 
> claim any disguise of the body. The testimony in that particular is, however, before 
you. 

Question. IMease refresh your recollection by looking at Henderson's testimony. 

Answer. [Having examined the testimony.] "Henderson testifies that he saw Mr. Duce 
Lindsay. He says, I knew him by a veil in his hat, and it turned back over his 
head from o^-er his lace, and the veil came down from the face to the shoulders behind." 

Question. Is that all he says in relation to the disguise ? 

Anf^wer. I will examine further. He says : They had on black and white trimmings 
around the tail, and the cape came down about half-way, and had white trimming 
around it. All were dressed the same way, and white trimming around the wrist.'' 

Question. Did he give any further description of the disguise d 

Answer. He says : " They had on black overcoats, and with the trimming around the 
tail, and a cape that came down about one-half of the way, and white trimmings 
around it, and all were dressed in the same way, (white,) and white trimmings around 
the wrist." He does not describe that as a disguise particularly, but he states that it 
was uniform and a dress. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. Does that correspond to the usual form of Ku-Klux disguises worn, in your 
opiuiou / 

Answer. I never saw them but once, or perhaps twice, and they were all dressed in 
Avhite at that time. I saw th(^.m on the streets. 

Question. These disguises diliered from the ones you saw in what particular ? The 
others were all white ? 

Answer. Tliesc dresses as described here differ from any of the costumes I have ever 
seen. 

Question. Do you understand that the costume worn is uniform Always, or do they 
vary ? 

Answer. I do not know. I have never seen it but once, and perhaps twice, and tuey 
were in white then. 

By the CriAiuMAX : • 
Question. Is there a general correspondence in his description of the uniform of these 
men with those worn by the Ku-Klux ? 
Ansiver. Not that I am aware of. 
Question. Wherein is the difierencc? 

Answer. The only persons I have ever t>cen who were recognized as Ku-Klux wiis a 
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body of men who passed across the square in Huntsvillo ; perhaps I saw it twice ; I am 
not positive. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Question. How long ago 1 

Answer, That was in the last of 1866 or first of 1867, 1 think. These persons were all 
dressed in white, loose robes, or what resembled a robe that covered and disguised 
them completely, and they had some disguise about the head that covered the face and 
eyes, with a peculiar hat or cap, of a description which I have now forgotten, but it 
concealed the whole upper part of the person, features and all. The rest were dis- 
guised in different ways, but with a covering that screened them from view. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Does not the description given by Henderson of the men who maltreated 
him, show that their persons were disguised down to their knees, and that their faces 
were disguised? 

Answer, Ho says their faces, if I remember aright, were disguised, but he describes the 
covering of the persons as an overcoat. How far that would be a disguise I cannot say, 
although he describes a peculiar trimming which makes it a unijwrm, if I recollect 
aright, a border to the cape or coat. 

Question. I understand you to say, Mr. Day, that there is a general indisposition in 
the courts to convict persons of homicides ? 

Answer. I stated, giving at the same time the peculiarities of the indisposition, I 
think. 

Question. I think you said that you saw no difference in the administration of crim- 
inal justice, where homicides were committed, between the South and the Northwestt 

Answer, I stated, or intended to state this : that I thought there was a disposi- 
tion on the part of juries to palliate offenses where a colorable aggressive act might be 
imputed to the party whose life was taken in the Northwest and in the South, and that, 
therefore, it was more difficult to punish homicides that were, under the law, murder. 
I believe that to be true. I believe the fault to be in the juries. 

Question. Did I understand you to mean that the administration of criminal law in 
the South is as certain as it is in the Northwest ? 

A^isicer, Hardly as certain, I think. 

Question. I understood you to say that there was no trouble in convicting men, banded 
together for the purpose of committing crime, in thB courts of North Alabama. 

Ansiucr. 1 say that I do not think there would be any trouble. I do not know that 
I have known a case to be tried and the issue directly made. 

Question, Do you refer now to the State courts ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir, and the Federal, too, as to their disposition to punish these offenses. 

Question, Have you ever, within your experience, known of the conviction of any man 
who was charged with being a member of the Ku-Klux organization, and Avith having 
committed a specific crime ? 

Answer. No, sir, I do not think that, since the laws passed making that an offense^ 
charges of that character have been made against them as Ku-Klux. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Question. Do you mean the State laws or United States laws ? 

Ansiccr. The State laws. I do not now remember a case. I do not think one has 
come within my knowledge, though it might have occurred. ^ 

By the Chairman : 

Question, You have been pretty well acquainted with the condition of things in this 
portion of Alabama as to peace, quiet, and order since 1868 ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir. I have had the ordinary means of observation that all citizens 
have. 

Question, I will ask you to state whether you believe that, as far back as December; 
1868, there existed a "'^secret organization, in many portions of this State, of men who, 
under the cover of masks and other grotesque disguises, armed with knives, revolvers, 
and other deadly weapons, issued from the place of their rendezvous, in bands of greater 
or less number, on foot or mounted on horses, in like manner disguised, in the late hours 
of the night, and committed violence and outrage upon peaceable and law-abiding citi- 
zens, robbing and murdering them upon the highway, and entering their houses, tear- 
ing them from their homes and the embrace of tiieir families, and with violence, threats, 
and insults, inflicting on them the most cruel and inhuman treatment.'* Do you be- 
lieve that that state of things existed in Northern Alabama in December, 1868 1 

Afiswer, No, sir : I do not. The^rounds of my disbelief it may bo proper to state, 1 
know a number of men whom I believe to have been members of that organization, or 
vhom I believe to have been cognizant of the general facts connected with the organi- 
itttion, and from my general conversation with them, as men whom I was meeting daily, 
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J havo l)con led to believe that the oroanization did not exist as late as December, 1868. 
I do not know that to be true, but that is my belief. It is A'ery probable that the opin- 
ion is not entitled to gicnit weight in that x)articular, but my opinion is that, as an or- 
ganization, it did not exist as late as that. I may not be correct, however. 

(JiK^ition. Yon do believe it existed prior to that time in Northern Alabama? 

Ansmr. I think there vras an organization existing during the year 1867, and, per- 
haps, 4>inl)0(l.ving a portion of the years before and after that. 

fjucxiiou. Do you think that organization existed about the time of the i^resideutial 
election in 1868 ? 

.l?/.sjrrr. AVlien was that election ? 

<jHrs:iion. Tliat election was in November, 1868. 

.lyjs-jn ?*. Yes, sir. 

Qiia^iion. Did you see a samph^ of that organization in the streets of Huutsville at 
tliat tune / 

A}(Sin)'. I saw a portion of tluit organization— I think it was in the summer some 
time. I cannot tlx the date, for that escaped my mind, but I saw a body of men I be- 
lieve to br^ a ])ortion of that organization. 

Jiisinr. Passing the streets of IIunts\ille. 
(Jnvtiiioii. AMiat <'rran<l were they l)ound on ' 

An.surr. I t\o nut know. They came into town and rode out again. 

Q}ivt<ii0}>. Were they armed ? 

^in.surr. Yes, sir ; with pistols and shot-guns. 

(jHC.^iion. Did y<m sec them the night of the raid committed by them about that time ? 
AiiHirvv. No. sir; not that 1 know of. 

(Jne^^iion. Did you see a ]H>dy of Ku-Klux here about the time of the ]>resideutial elec- 
tion, or when a political meeting was held in this court-house, when Senator Spencer, 
Judge Thurlovv-, and others Avcre exi)ected to speak here ? 

Ansnrr. I saw a body of disguised nn^i ride into town that night and turn about and 
ride out again. 

nucstlou. The night that Judge Thurlow was shot ? 

Ansivcr. Yes, sir. 

Qucsiiou. Were they disguised ? 

Antiwcr. Y< s, sir. 

Question. Wei-e their horses disguised ? 
Aiifdvcr. I think they weir. 

Qmstiou. Were thev armed ? ^ i • . i ■ 

An.siL'O'. I think they were. I know that some of them Avere ; 1 saw the pistols m 
their hands. . 

Ouoition. Do von believe they belonged to the Ku-Klux orgauizatnni 

Awmwr. It was niv opinion at the time, und I have seen no reason to change it. 

QhvsUou, That was a very short time before the passage of this act ot December '26, 

""^^J^j.sH'cr. It was some months before. The exact date I cannot fix. In fact, I have 
no means of ascertaining the date. i or 

Ouesilon. I will ask vou now to look at the law of Alabama, approved D(^cember 26, 
18d-i entith-d - An act for the suppression of secret organizations of men disguising 
themselves for the purpose of committing crimes and outrages," and to read tlie pream- 
ble of the act, preliminary to a question which 1 want to ask you. 
^>?.s«Yr. [Kxamining the act submitted.] I have rqad it. 4. wi 

()urstwn. Ihivuvr n^ad it, I now repeat the question whether you believo that, at the 
time the act was passed containing this preamble, the facts recited m the preamble 

jLw-m My belief is that there was no organization called the Kn-Klux Klan at that 
time. It is a mere belief from impressions I got. ^ ^ 

(Juestiou, At what time do you say this Ku-Klux organization dissolved itself or was 

J^lTn r.' I cannot assign dates to it, but I think it was dissolved in the summer of 

^%i.twn. But I understand yon to admit that, in the summer of 1868, you saw a band 

of Ku-Klux come into the town ? 

■/)/.sif7r. YVs, sir ; that is mv recollection. i ^ 

ouc-'^io;. 1 understand you'to say, further, that in NoA-ember some time about the 

tinie of the Presidential election, yoii saw another band of Ku-Klux . 

I do not know that it was about the time ot the presidential election. It v. as 

about the time of a political meeting. 

(nit'stion. \Yas it at the same time of the not T 

iw ircr. It was at the time Judge Thuiiow was killed. • • a r^n+ ? 

qLuov. Do you c^U the transactions of that evening a simple homicide or a not ? 
I would like to get your idea of it. 
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Answer. I think that the conduct of the iiartxes was riotous. 
By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. Did not that riot, as you term it, at which Jud^o Thnrlow was shot, occur 
on the Saturday night preceding the Presidential election of 1B68? 

Answer. 1 cannot tell really the dates — a matter that escaped my mind. I do not re- 
member what the date was. If it did occur at that time, of course my testimony refers 
to that date. 

By the Chairman ; 

Question. Now, having in view this riot or riotous proceeding, as you have denomi- 
nated it, the entrance of this band of Ku-Klux into the town at the time Judge Thur- 
low was killed, I repeat the question, whether you think the Ku-Klux organization 
had an existence in this county at that time. 

Answer. I do not think it had as a general organization. Whether the subdivisions 
of the organization, or whatever it may have been styled, maintained their local form 
or not I do not know. What I have stated are my opinions only. 

Question. You may give the grounds of your opinion. 

Answer. It was from general rumor, general understanding. Nothing more. 
Question. Perhaps you got your understanding from the Ku-Klux themselves ? 
Answer. I do not know that I did. 
Question. Do you know that you did not ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you know who the members of the Ku-Klux organization were t 
Answer. No, sir; I did not. 

Question. You were then liable to be imposed upon as to that fact ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I presume I was. I might be the subject of imposition iu various 
forms, undoubtedly, if men sought to etfect a purpose of that kind. 

Question. Are you acquainted with any person whom you know to have belonged to 
the Ku-Klux organization ? 

Answer. No, sir ; not whom I knew to bo a member of the Ku-Klux. 

Question. They practiced disguise in their sentiments and conversation as much as in 
their costumes, did they not ? 

Answer. I presume they did, sir. I have never, in a conversation Avith anyone, heard 
bim say that ho was a Ku-Klux, and I could only form my opinion as to who were by 
the general character and standing of the men, and from the general character at the 
time of this organization. I supposed that it embraced a largo portion of the young 
men of the country. That was my opinion and uuderstaudi ng. 

Question. If this organization, known. as the Ku-Klnx,* ceased to exist, it must have 
been at a particular time; when was that time? 

Answer I really, sir, am unable to fix it. I have stated to you my general bolief in re- 
gard to the matter. In that I may be erroneous. I think that the belief I have stated 
was generally shared in the community. That was my understanding. It was the ' 
general belief in the community at the time this Ku-Klux company rode into town in 
November, when Judge Thurlow was killed. I do not remember about the especial 
time, but my recollection is that there was a. general belief that the organization was 
disbanded iu the early fall of IH^S. 

Question. Why disbanded at that time ? 

xinsiirr. I really am unable to give tho reasons of the organization or disorganization. 
Question. Disbanded before the eilection ? ^ 
Answer. 1 think so, sir. That Ts my recollection. 

QaesVwn. Did your informants give you no reason why it was thus disbanded ? 

Answa\ I do not remember that I had any especial informant. My information was 
framed from the general tenor of conversation I lieard at tho time in regard to these 
matters 

Question. Did you not hear that there Avere great disturbances, riots, and violence at 
various voting places in the fall of 1868, in this and in other States ? ; 
Answer, My general recollection is that there were. I could not attempt to fix them. 
Question. You remember the riot at New Orleans, I supiiose ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I have forgotten tho date, 
(^uesfion. Likewise serious riots in Mississippi? 

Answer. I think there were. Perhaps it was in Jackson. I have a general recol- 
lection of it. I remember the general fact, acquiring my information, I suppose, from 
reading the newspapers of the country that there was a great deal of disturbance of a 
riotous character at the time. 

Question. Still, you think these disturbances had no connection with the Ku-Klux 
organizations ? 

Ansiver. I have no reason for thinking they had. I do not boliov^e they had. 
Question. You think the organization had been disbanded before ? 
Answer. I think so, sir. 
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Qiu f^tion. You think it did not exist as an instrument to influence results in tlu3 elec- 
tion of that year ? 

Ausurr. I do not helieve there was an organization in the fall, at the time the 
presidential election occurred ; but I do not know, sir. 

Qdch-tioii, You do not believe there were any combinations existing at that time for 
the purpose of preventing Union men from voting? 

Answer, \Vell, I cannot say as to that time; I do not know anything about it. I do 
not know in regard to that, sir : and if there were organizations of that sort, I know 
nothing of them. I have no means of information on that subject. 

QiieHtlon. Did you read the republican newspapers about that period? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Qiu stion. Wer<i they not full of charges of the existence of such organizations ? 
Answer. I think there were many charges of that sort, and are yet. 
Quesiion. Were they generally denied by the deraocrat3ic i^axjers ? 
Answer. I think they were, generally. 

Question. You believed the democratic papers rather than the republican? 

Answer. In the first place, I should prefer to have a man or a party ])roven guilty of 
so grave a thing before I would accept the mere assertion of guilt, and whatever opin- 
ion I entertained would be one that would he framed as I would frame any opinon in 
reference to a general fact that might exist in the country ; and I should not be apt 
to acc(;pt the truth of an allegation of that sort uutil I had some evidence to show it to 
be true. 

Question. Do I understand you to say you discredit the newspai)er statements 
l)Uii)ortiug to give accounts of riots here and there ? You do not believe them until 
you liav(? verified them by some satisfactory evidence ? 

Answer. I do not say that. Wliat you understood, I do not know. That is not my 
assertion at all. 

Question. 1(h) not know that I understood your answer. I want to know whether 
yon discreditt'41 the statements of the r(!publican press in the fall of 1808, charging the 
existence of combinations of men to intimidate and overawe the Union men in the 
Southern States and prevent them from voting. 

Answer. I cannot say that I attach eitlu^r (-redit or discredit to that. Those charges, 
or charges of a like clmracter, are frecpiently here made through the southern country 
to-day, and I do not believe that they exist, and I might perhaps have regarded these 
allegations as ])eing more probal)Ie at that time in consequence, perhaps, of local organ- 
izat'ions or eli(pies that were more violent in their purposes than years afterward 
when eonnnunities have receded further from the violent tinu^s of the war. But the 
charges are made to-day as th<\v were then, and where some of them may be true to- 
day—I do Jiot pretend to say— I do not believe the general fact as charged to-day, and 
I, perliaps, would attach as nmch credit in the one case as in the other. 

Question. When you read the account of the great riot in New York, in 1863, did you 
credit that ? 

Answer. I think that was generally conceded by all parties. 
Question. But you did not Verify it by your own observation ? 
^Inswer. I did not. 

Question. You relied wholly on the newspaper account? 
^luswer. I (lid. 

Question. If yon were to read in a newspaper to-day of a riot in Illinois, you would 
credit the statement, would you not? 
^iuswer. I probably would. 

question. Do I stili understand you to say that you discredit the statements of which 
the newspapers were full, in 1808, of riots at various points in the Southern States, 
autci^edent to or about the time of th(^ election ? . ^ . , 

Answer. All that I say in that particular is this: that the allegations ot a violent 
and I believe unscrupulous i)artisan press as exists in the country to-day, I am not 
inclin(>d to give credit to without some further evid(mce of the guilt and felony that 
tht^' profess'to charge upon their opponents. That is all I desire to say. 

question. \Yhen you refer to the unscrupulousness of the press, do you refer to the 
rci)iiblican press ? , . , • i • 

Answer. I refer to whatever press is unscrupulous, bnt I think there is very much m 
both, probably. But I make the statennuit general in reference to allegations— in 
reference to the credit I would give to charges in the newspapers against men, ol 
violence or of felony. , . i 

()ne.^iion. Then you think the men who enacted this law in Deceiiiber, 18b8, were 
misinformed and wholly mistaken in relation to the condition of tnn^gs here m Ala- 
bama ? , . a.- • 

Answer. I have stated my belief that there was no general organization, no organi- 
zation of what was popularly known as the Ku-Klux Klan at that tinie. \V liatever 
of a local character there may have been, I do not know, because I think violence in 
disguLse ha^s been committed since. 



602 CONDITION OF AFX^AIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



Question, Perhaps this organization I have been speaking of as the Ku-Klux organi- 
zation has changed its name, or gone by some other name since that time. What is 
the fact ? 

Answer. I have heard no change of name impntcd to it. 

Question. Have you ever heard of this secret organization being denominated by 
any other name than Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. I have not, sir. 

Question. Have you ever heard of the Invisible Circle in this State 1 
An8ivei\ No, sir. 

Question. Of the Knights of the White Camelia? 

Ansivcr. I do not remember of ever having heard the words before. 

Question. Of the Constitutional Union Guards? 

Answe)'. I do not remember it. 

Question. You never heard of an organization of that name ? 
Ansieer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you ever hear of an organization known as the White Brotherhood ? 
Answer. Not that I remember of, sir. 

Question. About what was the number of disguised men that rode into town at the 
time Judge Thurlow was killed ? 

Anstver. Well, sir ; I should think there were from one hundred to one hundred and 
fifty. It is quite difficult to judge of a body of mounted men. 

Question. Ware their horses disguised ? 

Answer, I think they were. 

Question. Were the costumes or uniform of the men similar ? 
Answei\ I think they were. They were all white. 
Question. Did they seem to have a leader ? 

Answer. I saw no evidences of a leader. I heard, some one afterward alleging the 
fact that he heard an order given. 

Question. Did they seem to obey one leader ? 

Answer. They were merely marching across the street when I saw them. One man 
was riding in front. There was no occasion for the issuing of orders. Whether any 
one had authority to issue them or not, I cannot say. I presume that there was. 

Quesiion. What do you think of this. body of men ; were they part of a secret organ- 
ization ? 

Answer. That was my opinion, that they were a secret body of men organ- 
ized together. 

Quesiion. For what purpose did you believe they were banded together? 

Answer. I had very little idea at that time, and I think there was very little known of 
their purpose ; but I think the general understanding, the popular understanding of 
their purpose, was that it was to prevent disorder and violence. 

Question. Did you understand that their purpose was to supersede the ordinary func- 
tion of the courts to prevent disorder and violence ? 

Answer. My understanding was, that men might commit such offenses as would re- • 
suit in punishment by that organization, especially if these offenses were not taken 
cognizance of by the courts. 

Quesiion. But you have represented the condition of things here in the courts 'as alto- 
gether lovely, and that there was no difficulty at all in obtaining redress in the courts 
of justice. Why, then, was there necessity for an organization outside of the courts to 
administer justice ? 

Answer. I do not know that I have spoken of the courts of 1867 and 1868 at all. 

Questton. I am si)eaking now of the fall of 1868, when Judge Thurlow was murdered, ^ 
and when this band, whether Ku-Klux or by whatever name they should be styled, 
appeared in the streets of this city. Were jonv courts. in organization and in full ope- 
ration at that time ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir ; I think they were. 

Question. Was there any trouble in redressing grievances in these courts ? 

Anstver. How it was outside of this immediate section of the country I do not know, ; 
but our courts in this county were not doing much at that time ; very little. 

Question. Was justice administered by these bands of disguised men generally at the 
time ? 

A7i8iver. I do not think it was. I do not remember of any particular case. There 
were killings. I do not remember any in this immediate country here, but general re- 
ports in these i)articulars; so far as their efforts went to supersede courts of justice, 
I do not remember any special attempt of the kind. I speak of the general impression 
in the country in regard to this organization, and I do not know that I can substantiate 
that impression by any instance. I am giving you the general impression of the coun- 
try as fairly as I can remember it. 

Question. I understand you to express the opinion that this organization, whatever 
♦t was, was organized for the purpose of administering justice in that class of cases of 
which the court did not take cognizance. Am I right in that ? 
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Answer. I meant to say it was understood that oifenses might arise in which, if the 
courts c)f justice failed through indisposition or inability to reach thorn, it might result 
in the punishn:ent of these men by this organization. That was the general opinion. 

Qiiesiion. Will you tell me what offenses existed in the community that the i)owers 
of the courts were ineftectual to reach or correct? 

Answer. As an illustration of what I mean, I would say that a killing might occur in 
which in the popular mind there might be a positive belief of the guilt of the party, but 
owing to the difficulty of making proof, i)arties could not be punished for it. I believe 
that these parties might bo punished by this organization under that state of facts. 

(JucMion. It is your opinion, then, that the functions of this organization were limited 
to cases of homicide where evidence would be insufficient to convict in a court of jus- 
tice ? 

Answer, I think not, sir. I nso that merely as an illustration. 

Question. AYhat other ofl'onses were included in the jurisdiction of this Ku-Klux or- 
ganization ? 

A)iswer. I think there were many disorders; I think that theft, and arson, and many 
violences common to comnmnities might have been punished by these men. 

Question. Were not theft and arson punished in your court ? AVas there any diffi- 
culty in punishing such offenders ? 

Answer. I reckon not, if tliey'could have been caught and the proof made. 

Qncsiio)i. Then, where the necessity for this organization ? 

Answer. It is difficult to give illustrations of those particular and peculiar cases in 
which popular opinion assigned to these men a hand in punishment ; but I simply 
give these cases as illustrative of what I believe was the popular impression as to the 
organization at the time. I simply desire to illustrate by these exi^rcssions what I un- 
derstood to be the purpose of the organization at that time. 

Qne<stion. I suppose this Ku-Klux organization gave a man a fair trial and a fair 
opportunity to prove his innocence ? 

Answer. I really do not know. I have not the means of knowing what the machinery 
of the organization was, or its method of administration. 

Quesiion. You have no information on that subject? , 

Answer. No information on that subject; in fact, I was not a Ku-Klux, and am en- 
deavoriug to state, in response to your questions, as fairly as I can, what the popular 
imiu'ession was in regard to that OJganization, as I understood it at tlie time. 

Qneslion. Was it the popular impression that this Ku-Klux organization meted out 
justice generally ? 

xlnswer. Well, I think that that opinion depended very much upon whether the party 
rendering it sympathized with them or did not symj)atliize with them. 

Question. That is to say, his punishment depended upon the fact that he either sym- 
pathized with them or did notf 

Answer. No, sir. I meant to say that tlie general opinion as to whether they would 
do justice or would not do justice depended upon the fact as to whether the symi^athies 
of tlie party rendering the opinion were with the Ku-Klux organization ; in other 
words, those who were enemies of the organization charged them with acts of violence 
and injustice, and those who were friendly to the organization, or personal constituei^ts 
of it, would hold the other opinion. That was my general understanding. 

Quesiion. You conversed with both friends and enemies of this organization? 

Answer. I have both heard men express sympathy and men express animosity. 

Quesiion. Had you any reason to believe that those who expressed themselves in a 
friendly manner toward the objects of this organization belonged to it themselves? 

Answer. No, sir; I had no means of knowing. I never had any means of knowing 
any individual who was a member of the organization. 

Question. Did these friends of the Ku-Klux proceedings or those who sought to justify 
the Ku-Klux ever inform you as to the plan upon which they proceed when about to 
lynch a man ? 

^inswer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you understand that they ever had anything like a trial, either with 
the accused present or in his absence? 

Answer. No, sir; I never understood it was carried to that extent. 

Quesiion. Did you ever know mistakes made by the Ku-Klux organization in the 
punishment they inflicted? 

Answer. Well, I think the whole organization is a mistake, so fjir as that is concerned, 
and if you refer to any case where they undertook to administer individual judgment, 
I, from" my own stand-point, think that every attempt of this kind to vindicate order 
or punish otfenses was an offense in itself corresponding in violence to that of an indi- 
vidual doing the same thing. * 

Quesiion. Did you ever hear of any case of men being punished on account of obnox- 
ious sentiments by this Ku-Klux order? 

' Answer. I do not remember any individual case. I remember the frequent allega- 
tions through the j)ress of occurrences of that character, but any individual case I do 
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not recall DOW, and I do not think any have been alleged here, although they may 
' have been. I speak only from indistinct recollection. 

Question.^id you ever hear any cases of men being Ku-Kluxed because they were 
influential, leading republicans or radicals, as they are called here ? 
Answer, I do not remember any case in this county. 
Question. You never heard of any ? 

Jnsicci: 1 remember only the allegations of the press in that particular, which have 
been frequent — very frequent. 

Question. You distrusted the correctness of the statements you read in the news- 
papers ? 

Answer. Well, I thought it might be true and might not. I treated it as I would 
any allegations, sir. It might bo true and might not. 

(At 1.30 p. m. the committee took a recess until half past 2 o'clock, when the exam- 
ination of the witness, Lionel W. Day, was resumed, as follows :) 

By the Chairman : 
Question. With which party do you affiliate at this time ? 

Answer. I have voted but once in the State of Alabama ; I then voted for the demo- 
cratic nominee. 

Question. When was that 1 

Ansiver. That was in the last State election, -last fall. 

Question. Have you ever been a delegate to any democratic convention ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I was a delegate to a convention holden at Gadsden before the 
last congressional election, before the election of Judge Dox^ at which convention he 
Was nominated. 

Question. Did you compete with Mr. Dox at that convention for the nomination to 
Congress ? 
Answer. I did not. 

Question Was your name presented to the convention ? 
Answer. It was not. 

Question. You had no aspirations that way? 

Answer. My name was mentioned by some gentlemen from Huntsville, but never 
used or considered in competition with Judge Dox. 

Question. Was your name presented with your approbation f 
Ansiver. It was not presented at all to the convention. 
Question. You were not an aspirant, I understand you ? 

Answer. I stated this in regard to that matter, that I was not an aspirant and did not 
desire the nomination. It was suggested by some parties that my nomination perhaps 
would bo a proper and advantageous one politically, and I stated to whoever named 
it to mo that I was utterly indifferent as to whether I was nominated or not. But I 
did not desire the position, and never have. 

Question. How has it happened that you have never voted during your five years' 
residence in Alabama ? 

Answer. I never have registered. 

.Qu<istion. When did you register ? 

Answer. That is of record in the probate judge's office. When was the election here 
last for Representative ? 
Mr. Buckley. In November last. 

The Witness. I think perhaps I might have registered in October. My reason for 
registering especially was, I had personal friends in the county canvass for whom I 
desired to vote, and to whom, for personal reasons, I desired to render aid. 

By the Chairman: 
Question. Did you vote the entire democratic ticket T 
Answer. I think I did. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. Did you have objection to registering before that date ? 

Anstcer. I had had some doubts as to the construction of the oath embodied in the 
constitution of the State. 

Question. You mean the oath in which a person promises not to interfere with the 
political rights of other persons ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I had doubts of this character, as to whether it bound a man abso^ 
lutely to the pursuit of that political faith ; whether he thought the necessities of the 
times required him to change — compelled him to change — his opinions as to the ques- 
tion of negro suffrage. That was my doubt in the matter. 1 hesitated over that. I 
finally came to this conclusion ; that tlie oath was a part of the constitution of the 
State, and it bound the citizens in its observance only so long as it was a constitution 
of the State, and that he had the ri^ht, if ho saw fit, to oppose the policy upholding 
this negro suffrage, if ho saw fit, alter taking that oath. That was my conclusion, 
finally. 
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By the Chairman : 
Question. Are you opposed to negro suftrago ? 

Ansirer. AVell,\sir, lam in doubt as to whether negro suffrage is a greater disadvan- 
taj^c to the eonntry at large than the former system of ^Yhite suffrage, whieh was uni- 
versal; but as suffrage stands in the political organization of this State to-day, I can- 
not say that I am opposed to it. I am opposed to it only in this sense, that I am op- 
l)osed to universal suffrage under any state of fact^. 

QiK'sfion, How would yon limit itf 

Ans'wey. I would limit it by an educational and pro^Derty qualification. That is my 
privates view. 

Question. You would combine l)oth f 

Ansnrr. Yes, sir. I would represent intelligence and iiroperty both in the elective 
franchises of the country. 

Question. Would you have white suffrage qualified in the same manner? 
Ansu'c)'. Yes, sir. I believe that impartial suffrage is the correct theory. 
Question. What do you mean byiuq)artial ? 
^Inswer. Impartial so far as race and color are concerned. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Qnesiiov. AVould yon deprive white men that have exercised the elective franchise 
at a foruKU' j^eriod of their life Of their franchise now? 

Ansurr. I would not agitate, if I could, the deprivation of any white man^s right 
to vote, but I do not believe that the foundation of universal sufirage for a govern- 
ment is a safe one. 

By the Ciiaikmax : 

Question. IIow much property do you think a man should own to be qualified to 
vote ? 

^iusieer. Well, so far as that is concerned, I would simply make his interest sttflicient 
to make him conservative of the material interests of the country. 
Question. You would have him a land-hohler ? 

Answer. No, sir; I do not think I would. I do not think it is considered material by 
those who agitate the tiucstion of property rej)reseutation that the electors should be 
holders of the soil. 

Question. 1 would be glad to have your opinion as to how much jiroperty a man 
should own bcfor(> he should exercise the privileges of voting. 

Answer. 1 believe in some States there have existed property qualifications. What 
the variety of judgment has ])een, as determined by the statute of these States, I do not 
now remember. 

Question. I am asking for your own opinion. 

Answer. Wt^ll, I am not i)repared to specify any amount that I know of. I should 
think that such an interest in the property of the country as would require conserva- 
tism in maintaining order and i)eace in the community, from motives of personal 
interest, would answer the ends of that theory. I can hardly specify an amount. 

Que-'^tion. You spoke of having voted last fall with the democratic party ; are you 
in the conlidence of that party in this comnmuity ? 

Answer. Well, sir; I consider I have the confidence of the honest men in this commu- 
nity. 

Question. Of the democ)*atic party ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; of the democratic ]>arty, and I think, perhaps, of the reptiblicans 
personally, but not in a })olitical sense ? 
Question. Not in a political sense ? 

Answer. Not in a political sense, I iiresume,, of the republican men of the community; 
probably not, because they know my conservative tendency, and it would be unnatural 
that there should be a bestowal of confidence under that state of facts. I would not 
seek it, and would not desire it. 

Question. What are the present views of the democratic party in this part of the 
State of Alabanui in relaticm to negro sufirage? 

Answer. Well, sir, I think that if the question of negro suffrage were submitted to 
the determination of those democrats that control public sentiment in Madison County 
to-day, it would not be disturbed. I have a very decided belief that it would not. I 
have heard many of them express their opinions to that effect. 

Question. Do you think that there is a hearty acquiescence in the fifteenth amend- 
ment to the C<mstitution of the United States on the part of the democratic party in 
this county ? 

Answer. I think that there is this acquiescence: that which is yielded by men who 
desire to obey the ascertained and settled laws of the land in regard to suffrage or any- 
thing else, au'd I think that t he general belief in this conmmuity is, that negro sufirage 
is incorporated into the organic law of the land, that the franchise cannot be diverted 
from the colored race without revolutionary efibrts, and that they do not desire any 
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disturbance of the sort, and will not labor to that end under that state of facts. I be- 
lieve that is the overwhelming sentiment, not only in Madison County, but throughout 
the Tennessee Valley, which embraces the preponderance of intelligence and numbers 
:n these northern counties. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question, Are these views advocated by the democratic press in this county? 
Answer. I think there is a division. The Huntsville Democrat, I believe, is not in 
favor of an avowed acquiescence. 

Question. Is it "new departure" in its tendencies f 

Answer, No, sir ; it is not. It is not in favor of an acquiescence with the theory of 
the **new departure," for this reason : thjit he conceives that such acquiescence would 
commit the democratic party to the theories of the republican party, which he op- 
poses ; that it would so far commit it that it would not only be an indorsement of the 
status of affairs now, but would place' the democratic party in the position of advo- 
cating those measures de novo, provided they did not now exist. 

Question. Is not that the leading organ of your party here ? 

Answer. The Huntsville Democrat ? 

Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer. Well, the Huntsville Independent has lately been sold out, I believe ; I 
think that Mr. Clay represents a very decided minority on that issue. 
Question. Does not his paper have the largest circulation in the county ? 
Answer. I do not know the figures. I can ascertain, if necessary. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Is there a general recognition by the democratic party in this part of Ala- 
bama of the reconstruction measures as constitutional and valid { 

Answer. I do not think tliere is any question about it. I do not think any question 
is made on it. I hear of none. 

Question. When did the change occur in the views of the democratic party in this 
part of the State ? 

Answer. I understand the political view in this country to bo this : that while they 
believe that the measures of Congress for the reconstruction of the Southern States 
were, in many respects, unconstitutional; while the amendments were adopted with a 
certain degree of arbitrary force by the Congress, determining what was a State and 
what was not, at pleasure, yet these acts have-passed into law, and being recognized 
by the political department of the Government as a part of the Constitution of the 
United States, that they are in fact a part of the Constitution, and they can only be 
set aside by the employment of the same means that Xvere used in their institution. 
That, I think, is the general sentiment of the democrats who are leading in this county 

UQW. 

Question. Were the views of General Blair, as expressed in his letter to Colonel Brod- 
head, in July, 1868, upon the eve of the democratic convention at New York, generallyi 
approved by the democratic party here ? 

Answer. 1 think they were generally regarded as telling the truth in spirit. The 
technicalities of the case may have changed their aspect. They came with an issue of 
party. I think they were generally regarded, however, as being revolutionary in 
their tendencies. 

Question. Did he not in that letter declare his opinion to be that these reconstruction 
measures were unconstitutional, revolutionary, and void ? 

A7iswer. I think he did. ^ 

Question. You say there was a general acquiescence by the democratic party in this 
part of the country in that statement ? 

Anstver. I think men generally believed that these measures were the result of parti- 
sanship and were outside of the Constitution^ and I think they quoted Mr. Stevens a& 
authority on the subject generally*. 

Question. When did the views of the democratic party undergo a change on that 
subject? 

Answer. I tliiuk they underwent a change when the fifteenth amendment had 
ripened these measures into the form of organic law. When they found it had passed 
into an irrepealable form except by revolutionary means, they determined to submit to 
it, although it embodied sentiments they would not have regarded as binding except as 
part of the Constitution. 

Question. Are the democrats here in favor of what is known as the " new departure 
An8wet\ In this county at the last election but one for the legislature, the majority 
for the republicans was three hundred, I think. In the last election the member advo- 
cating the " new departure " was elected by nine hundred majority, leading his ticket 
«I think one hundred votes. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Question. When was that election ? 
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Jusicer. Last fall. 

Qnciifion. Was not that before new departure" came up? 
An&wer. O, uo, sir. 

By the Cuaikmax: 

Qnct^tion. Did not that new departure " movement occur in the spring of the present 
year ? 

J/i-sjcYT. The ^* new departure " has been advocated in this part of the country bj' the 
<;entleman to whom I refef who was elected to the legislature, to my certain knowl- 
edge, since a year ago last winter; for several of the editorials 1 read before they were 
published. 

Question. The same movement as advocated by Mr. Vallandigham ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. The ])romineuc(? given to it by his advocacy did not make it an 
original projjo.sition with him. It was held before ho took hold of it. 

(Juesiio]f. I understand you to say that the democratic party in this portion of Ala- 
bama is at this time heartily in favor of this new departure" movement ? 

An.-^wcr. By heartily, 1 am unable to say what the question means; but I think that 
the nominees oa that platform will be elected. I think that that was the sentiment 
throughout the 8tat(?. and I am quite certain from those in the eontidence of Governor 
Lindsay that he is in favor of the " new departure," and opposed to any further agita- 
tion of the (piestion of negro Huffrage. lie assigns the reason given by the bulk of 
those who favor the new (h parture," that it is ihe organic law, and it would be revo- 
lutionary to attemi)t to overturn it. 

Quetslion. Are the democratic party here at this time in favor of the ilfteenth amend- 
ment as a linality not to be disturbed 1 

Answer. 1 have no doubt in my mind but wliat they are. 

Question. You arc of opinion that if the diMnocratic party w(^re installed in power, ho 
eilbrt would be made to repeal that jiart of the Constitution ? 
^Inswer. I am iiiost decidedly" of that opinion. 

Question. I understand you to say that men coming from the northern and western 
States are well tivated here without exception f 

Answer. I do not remembcu" whether I have stated anything in regard to exceptions. 
I stated this: that I knew of no eases in which they had been interfered with. 

Question. Then tlu^re are no exceptions to the civil treatment of men coming from 
thi' northern and western Htatesf 

Answer. None that I know of 

Question. About how many residents have you in this county of Madison, from the 
northern and western States, v»ho cam(> since the war? 

Answer. 1 cannot state positively, although 1 heard some gentleman who professed 
to state, and whose name I have forgotten, though it came to me with some air of 
authority, that there were between eighty and one hundred men in the county who had 
come luu'e. 

Question. Do those men generally athliate with the republican or democratic party? 
Answir. 1 think there is a division. My impression is that perhaps a majority of 
them aihliate with theVepublican party. 

Question. Are they bold and outspoken in the expression of their opinions ? 
Answer. 1 think they are aggressive. 
Question. AVliat do you mean by aggressive? 

Answer. That they are inclined to assert them with a certain air of obtrusion. 

Question. Obtrusion ! Has not every man in this country the right to express his 
opinion on all questions at all times and places? 

Answtr. Yes, sir; and I use the word obtrusion " in the sense of opposition to the 
rei)ression of their sentiments. T think that men in this county — they have had a ma- 
jority here — have been excessively bold and outspoken, free and undisguised in the 
assertion and averment of their political sentiments. 1 have yet to know of one man, 
if my nunnory serves ma aright, who has been interfered with. 

Question. \Vhy then do you say this expression has been obtrusive? 

Answer. I have stated why. I used it in opposition to repression, as you seemed to 
inquire whether men have been conq^elled to repress their political sentiments. I 
say they have been Ijold — obtrusive. 

Question. You do not mean otfensivelj" obtrusive ? 

Answer. O, no, sir; not at all. 

Question. What means have you of knowing that there is no sense of insecurity felt 
by northern men in this connuuuity? 

Answer. I know large numbers of them, and I know of no ease of complaint, and the 
northern population here are very ready to complain of any want of notice or atten- 
tion, and lire sensitive upon the subject of their relation with the people liere, and for 
that reason I think thi\t, if that state of facts suggested in the question had existed, 
I should have known it. That is substantially my reason. 

Question. Are northern men treated upon terms of social equality here ? 
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Attsicer. Well, I reckon that thoy follow the rule of humanity everywhere ; they fiwd 
their level. I have seen no divergence from the rule. A man who is a gentleman 
'will receive the civilities of a gentleman. A man who is not, will assign himself to his 
proper relations. I think that is the rule here, as in all other communities I have been 
in. It is a mere question of social gravitation. 

Question. You think, then, that no distinction is made in this community in a man^s 
treatment on account of the place of his nativity ? 

Answer, I think this, that a man who comes here from the North is subject to a 
closer scrutiny, in regard to his character and standing generally, than, perhaps, he 
might be under other facts; and I think further, that that disposition on the part 
of this community here — I cannot speak for any other southern community — to investi- 
gate closely the character of men who appear here, lias been stimulated by the fact 
that many men have floated in that have been left behind by the Army, whose con- 
duet has reasonably and properly put such communities upon their inquiry as to their 
character, and would put northern communities, under the same state of facts, upon 
the same inquiry. 

Question. Is the same investigation made as to a man's antecedents when he moves 
here from the Southern States? 

Ansiver. I should think probably not; not as severe, perhaps, although I do not re- 
member of any case ; no case has ever been called to my knowledge. There is no class 
from which to form an ojjinion. 

Question, Why should there be a distinction in this respect? 

Answer. I suppose it grows out of this fact, that the sections have been divided by 
war, and that has left animosity behind that would necessarily create a certain bar be- 
tween men, especially in their social relations, although I do not think it does in their 
business relations. Add to that the fact that a great many men have been left behind by 
the Army, as every man with an experience in southern communities knows, to whom 
credit would not be attached in northern communities, and to whom position, official 
or otherwise, would not be assigned, as it is in many cases in southern communities ; 
therefore I think it a reasonable suspicion on the part of the southern communities. 

Question. Do I understand you to say that there is a feeling of animosity growing out 
of the war still existing in this community against northern men ? 

Answer. You understand mo to say simply what is patent to every man acquainted 
with the facts, that men cannot associate together ordinarily, cannot meet together 
as strangers, who have undcrgane those social and political divisions that have been 
brought about by the war, upon the same relations that they would if those divisions 
did not exist. That is what I mean to say. I think that statement is true of all 
communities. 

Question. I am speaking of this community, and asking you the plain, direct ques- 
tion, whether, in your opinion, there is any animosity lingering here against men as 
northern men, and because they were identified with the movement of the Govern- 
ment to suppress the rebellion ? 

Answer, VVell, I think it raises such a presumption against a man before he is known, * 
and before he recommends himself by his personal conduct a^ a gentleman, as would 
deprive him of the voluntary personal association of many persons in the commun- 
ity. I think the case could be considered as a^i^ainst him until by his personal associa 
tion he had recommended himself as a good citizen. 

Question. Does it commend a northern man to greater favor in this community if he 
joins the democratic party ? 

Answer. Well, it would commend him to their lavor, because there is a majority of i 
nine hundred in the county and six or seven thousand in the district. It would com- 
mend him to the political favor of the numerical majority on account of the political 
affiliation, evidently ; and, inasmuch as tlie bulk of the gentlemen in this community 
— of the well-meaning and substantial citizens of this country — are conservatives or 
democratic in their sentiments and tendencies, it would probably collect around him a 
society that would be nmch larger and more agreeable than the other class of affilia-. 
tions suggested. 

Question. Suppose two northern men were to come here of opposite politics — one a 
republican and the other a democrat — and seek to enter into business, would the dem- 
ocrat secure more favor than the republican, on account of his political afiiliations ? 

Answer. I think it would be the reverse, sir, because the republican merchants are 
few in the country; they are a little behind in numbers, and they would be apt to 
draw around them the trade of those who t-ympathizo with them in i)olitical matters. 
I know men of both i^arties who have come here and gone into trade, and I do not 
know now that there are any facts in their experience, under my observation, to enable 
me to give' an opini(m. 1 know men of both i)olitical creeds have come here and suc- 
c-eeded. 

Question. Both succeeded equally well? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I think so. I know Mr. Vandevontcr, hero, a gentleman reliable in 
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every respect, has been ])atroDize(l by every oue, and has been sueccssftil. He is a man 
of means, and is a republican. I know others who are conservatives. 
Qucdtiou. Do they talk politics ? 

Answer. Mr. Vandeventer, a republican, has been a member of the board of county 
counnissioners, for, I think, some years. I do not remember the date of Ills appoint^- 
ment, but I have associated him with the board for a long time. He is a northern 
man. 

(^))(esiion. With which party did you vote before coming South ? 

Jnswcr. I voted but once before coming South. I then voted for Mr. Lincoln at his 
last election. 

Qiicstio)). You say you have known of no demonstrations of violence except in a 
democratic nieetiug ? 

Auhitcer. I do not remember any. 
Qia-siion. When did that occur ? 
Ansiccr, That was the :>d of Au_^-ust, in ISHS. 

QucHiion, Are yon acipuiinted with the counties of Limestone, Blonnt, Colbert, Fay- 
ette, Coosa, Jackson, Morgan, AViuston, and St. Clair? 

Ansivcr. I have a gen(>ral acquaintance through these counties ; some, I think, in 
Coosa County. I do not rememb(n' any particular individual, that I know, whom 1 
recollect now, ))ut I might be able to do so. I believe in all the other counties I have 
aeiiuaintances. 

(Question. Did yon ov(U' hear of the Patona disturbance in St. Clair County ? 
Au'^wtr. Yes, sir. 

Quctiiio)), Did you hear of Luke and four colored men being killed in that county ? 
An.nccr, Yes. sir. 

Qucstiou. That was last fall, was it not ? 

Ausircr. 1 think it was last fall, or winter; I should think later. 
Qiustiou. You think it was later than that ? 

AnHWLT. Yes, ^ir, I think so. It occurred then. I should say at about that time, but 
the date I do not recall. 

Qnc^itiou. Did you understand that these men were killed by a band of Ku-Klux ? 

J«6»Tr. I think I did. ^ly recollection is, that that was the statement I heard. 

(Jnciiion. Did you understand that th<\y were banded together for that particular 
l)ni pose, or that they were a part of the Ku-lvlux organization ? 

^in-su'ir. ^ly understanding was imo derived in the main, if not wholly, from one of 
the leading republicans of this district, who was a brigadier general in the Fed<»ral 
Army, and is now a FtMleral ofTice-holdei-, and, I presume, was in the nuiin correct, for Ik^ 
is a man of high integrity and character ; and, if I remendjer aright, the substantial fea- 
tures of it, as he relat(Ml it to me, were that the contest grew out of a pc^rsonal difticulty 
between a negro and a white, man, in which the white man, I think, slapped the negro 
for allowing his horse to escape, which he had been holding at the door as he went into 
the stor«»; rhat that shi])ping provoked a vast amount of ill-feeling; that the negroes 
assend)led in a body and tired upon the congregation coming from the church, com- 
posed of men. women, and children, and that afterward these men, in disguise, wont 
and took these parties out and hung them. That is substantially what I remember to 
have learned of the transaction. 

Qnvstion. Did you understand that anybody coming from the church was injured by 
the tiring ? 

A))Hwe)\ I do not remember, but I think not. 

Question. Th< se men were disguised and armed, were they ? 

An.'<)L t)'. That is my recollection of it. 

Question. About how large a number? 

Ansurr. I have forgotten. I do not remember that I ever heard. 

Question. Were they disguised after the manner of the Ku-Klux ? 

A)is)cer. I do not know what the disguise was. My information of the particulars of 
the disguise, perhaps, was gained from nev. spaper reports, and perhaps from the party 
to whom 1 have referred as my relator, but my general idea was that their faces were 
concealed so that they could not be identilied. 

Question. Have you heard of any recent disturbances in Limestone County 1 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have heard them reported here — disturbances of various charac- 
ters there. 

Que'^fion. Have you heard of punishment being inflicted by men banded together in 
disguise ? 

Answrr. I think it i.^ alleged that a party in the control of Captain Sam Moore, as 
he is called, did some violence by attempting to drown or hang a man by the name 
of Weir. I think they are said to have been in disguise. I am' not certain, but that 
is my recollection. 

Question. Is that the only instance you remember in Limestone County? 

Answer. Of \yhippiug in disguise ? 

39 A 
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Question. Yes, sir. 

Answei\ Tliat is the only ono I now recollect. 
Question. Withiu a year past ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; the only case in which I reraeniber to have heard it allegccl that 
disgnisod men accomplished anything. I think there was a popnlar stt^tement here, 
and I reckon it was true, that a body of men in disguise went to the jail in Limestone 
County one night, to liberate some one there, and the citizens came out and organized 
and repelled them. They didn't effect the object of their visit. 

Question. Are these the only instpoaccs you recall? 

Answer. They are. 

Question. Have you heainl of any like instances in Blount? 
Answer. No, sir ; I do pot remember any cases in Blount. 
Qu€stio7i. Or in Colbert County ? 

Ansxcer. I believe this Holseapple case was from Colbert. I only remember the one 
case ; the case charged by Henderson, about which I have testified. 
Question. I will ask the same question as to Coosa ? 
Ansicer. I do not remember any as to Coosa. 
Question. Any in Fayette County ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there are allegations in regard to the whipping of a negro by the 
name of William Bryant, by certain disguised parties *there. I think he alleges that 
they were disguised, but I am not certain of it. I will look at the comi>laint, and can 
correct that if desired. 

Qtwstion. Is William Bryant's case the only one brought to your notice as occurring 
in Fayette County ? 

Answer. The only one brought to my official notice. 

Question. Have you heard of any other case ? 

Answer. I am informed by Judge Miunis, the district attorney, who has lately re- 
turned Irom Fayette, that a man by the name of Humber, and one named Gregory, I 
think, were lately arrested for some alleged violence in disguise, but the 'character of 
it I do not know. He did not tell me. He merely said that they had given bond for 
an appearance at the next term of the court; that they waived examination before 
Judge Williams, the commissioner. 

Question. Have you heard of any disturbance in Morgan County ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; there was a sort of a vendetta existing there between two parties 
in Morgan County, in which, I understand, the parties went regularly into camp, and 
had a complete organization. I understoocl , also, that they were not divided upon any 
political gronnds, but it was the result of local animosities and differences ; that there 
were men engaged in the interests of both parties inditferent as to their politics. That 
was the report and the general understandiug I have of it. I know that General Craw- 
ford sent troops there, and I think it resulted in the disbanding of the organization. 

Question. How large were they reported to be? 

Answer. I think there were thirty or forty men in it, assembled without disguise in 
the hilly countries. 

Question. What was the subject of their hostility ? 

Answer. I do not know that I am able to state. I think it grew out of the killing of 
a man by the name of Feuelon Raglen. My impression is that Raglen's killing was 
alleged to have grown out of a difficulty in a settlement iu the probate court, but I 
am indistinct in my memory. I have it connected with that statement. 

Question. Did one of the parties seek to take the life of the man, and the other to 
protect it? 

Ansiver. Raglen was shot while sitting at supper, through the windows of his house. 
I think he was supping with his fauiily. That is my recollection. It was some time 
ago ; I supi)oso a year and a half. He was killed while in that position. I do not think 
there was any popular attachment of a i)olitical motive to the act, for I think Raglen 
wtis a democrat. 

Question. What, then, did these two bodies of men assemble for? 

Answer. I am not absolutely certain as to what they assembled for, but I suppose it 
grew out of allegations of hostility, and threats made by the friends of Raglen against 
other parties, and my impression is now that the name of Ku-Klux and Anti-Ku-Klnx 
was attached to these parties. It just occurs to me. My impression further is that 
the Anti-Ku-Klux party assumed, or were charged with assuming that name, in order 
to throw odium upon their opponents, and secure popular favor and the support of the 
troops. That was alleged. Whether true or not, I am not able to state. 

Question. Judge Charlton, in that county, was killed ? 

Answer. He was killed in Decatur; assassinated by a. man concealed, as generally 
understood. 

QueMion. What was Judge Charlton shot for ? 

Ansivcr. The purposes of the i)arties or their motive I do not think were very defi- 
nitely settled. 

Question. Was lie a democrat or a republican ? 
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Jnsicer. T think he was a republican. 
Question. ProniiDent ? 

Answi')'. Yes, sir; he was foreman of the last Federal grand jury here, and I think 
was qnit(; j^rominent. I think that Mr. Charlton was a very strong advocate of Mr. 
Houston's election to the United States Senate — a democrat. 

By Mr. Bucklky: 
Question. Houston used to be an ohl Union man ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, up to the close of the war. Charlton, T thinlv, was generally under- 
stood to be a republican and an avowed man. He was killed in the night. I think ho 
was killed at 3 o'clock, as he got otf the Nashvilh* train, as lie got off in the vicinage, 
if not the innuediate presence, of quite a numb(,'r of passengers and meu. 

By the CiiAiR:srAX : 
Question. Did you understand what the motive of his assassins was? 
Answer. 1 must reflect on that a monn^nt. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. Do you mean 3 o'clock in the night, or was he killed in the daytime? 

Answer. Three o'clock in the night-time. I have ft)rgotten now, but 1 have a vaguo 
impressi(ui as to the understamling, that they assigned to him some motive in the kill- 
ing of Kaglen, or some advisory reUition to that, but what it dictinctly was, I am umiblo 
to recall. It is a vagut? im})rc.ssion in my mind now. It was connected with that in 
some way. It was a matter in which I took no interest. 

By the CiiAtr.MAx: 
Qnesiion. Had his juditics anything to do with his taking oit 1 

^Inswer. I am not able to say. I can oidy state what I Iiavc just re])<\ated — the ini- 
])r('ssion that I have of some connection Cliarlton was supposed to have had in thcdif- 
iicnlty of Kaglcn — whether direct or advisory, and whether con ect or not, I cannot say. 

Qavstion. Had Judge Charlton refideicd himself oilensive to the democratic party on 
aceonnt of his prominence in politics / 

Answer. Not that I know of — not especially so. Charlton, I think, was generally 
kindly considered, regarch'd as a kind gentleiiian and a good citizen. That was my 
understanding of him. I have heard democrats in this town express that opinion of 
Charlton, as Ix^ng a very kind, good man. 

Qnesiion. Did you ever hear it assigned as a motive for whipping colored men that it 
was to induce them to vote the democratic ticket or abstain from voting the radical 
ticket f 

Answer. Do you refer to this country — this general scope of country in this \'icinity ? 
Question. Yes, sir. 

Ans-wer. I do not remember that I ever did. The 1)ulk of the charges that I have 
heard made hy negroes in that particular was that they desired to get them off of their 
places after they had made a crop. They wouhl allege something of that sort — that they 
were not fairly treated iu settlement ; that their accounts were not fairly rendered ; 
that ])ersons indebted to them were seel^tng to intimidate them, to drive them away, 
in order that the account might be cloiicd by the absence of the negro. 

Question. You have heard of no instance where colored men were whipped for the 
reason that they voted the radical ticket ? 

Answer. I do not lemember any ease. I do not think any cases have occurred. 

Qutstio'A. I will ask yon again to classify the offenses which these men banded to- 
gether in disguise ordinarily punished. 

Answer. Without attempting to classify, I will give one or two incidents of that 
character that I now recall, without giving the names or dates, for I have forgotttm 
them. I remember them as incidents occurring — nothing more. A man, I think in 
Lawrence County, was charged with cruelty to his wife; it was alleged to be a trifling 
case. He was charged with whipping and maltreating his wife, and a body of men, 
who I think were in disguise, went there and took him out and gave him a whipping 
on his bare back, and admonished him to more proper customs in his domestic habits, 
and turned him loose. In another ease, in the northern portion of this county, in which 
I think men were in disguise, a man was tried in this court-room for murder and arson. 
I think his name was Smith. He was defended with a great deal of ability, and ac- 
quitted, and the popular belief in the country where he lived, which was iu the north- 
ern edge of this county, was that he was the party who committed the murder and 
arson. After his acquittal and return home they httug him by the neck. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Question. Until he was dead ? 
Answer. Until he was dead. 
Question. When? 
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Answer, I think that was two years ago, as well as I can remember. I am very 
faulty, though, in dates. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. I understood you to state, this forenoon, that one class of offenses which 
these disguised bodies of men sought to punish was petty thefts. Did I understand 
you correctly ? 

Answer. I think you misunderstood me. I may have sug'gested that by way of illus- 
tration of the general statement I made. It was not my purpose to specify any class 
of offenses they were specially organized to punish, but to illustrate my meaning by 
giving instances of offenses which they were alleged to have punished. 

Question. You have heard of no cases where a man was lynched on account of being 
charged with stealing ? 

Ansiver. I do not recall any. 

Question. You state that you never conversed with Mr. Lakin but once. Did I un- 
dervStand you correctly? 
Answer. You did not. 

Question. You said, " I know Mr. Lakin, and conversed with him once twelve months 
ago." Were you well acquainted with Mr. Lakin ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I met him when he was in town I reckon every day. He was in 
my office advising with me on two or three occasions, asking my advice as an attorney in 
regard to some church matters, involving the rights of the church .to property con- 
veyed by deed, and that sort of thing. I had that sort of acquaintance with him. 

Question. Did he spend ranch of liis time in town ? 

Ansiver. Well, I shojild think he spent one-third or one-half of his time here — proJ>- 
ably less. 

Question. Do you know that he ever organized a political league or club on his cir- 
cuit? 

Answer. I do not. I do not of my own knowledge. 
Question. Do you know that he ever made a political speech ? 
Answer. I never have heard him make one. • 

Question. Do you know of any immoral conduct on the part of Mr. Lakin ? 
Answer. You inquire for my personal knowledge ? 
Question. Yes, sir. 
Answer. I do not. 

Question. Did you ever detect him in an untruth ? 

Ansiver. Not unless the statement he made to me in regard to his treatment in the 
mountains was not true. I understand it to be in direct conflict with his testimony. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. Before his testimony was given, and leaving it out of view, did you ever 
detect him in an untruth? 
Ansiver. No, sir ; never. • 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Until he gave his testimony before the investigating committee at AVash- 
ington, was Mr. Lakin ever the subject of cAversation to any considerable extent in 
this community ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; Mr. Lakin had considerable notoriety here. I think he was a pre- 
siding elder of, perhaps, a missionary church, or the ^lethodist Church North. My 
understanding is that he occupied relations as some sort of an embassador to the church ^ 
South, or the Southern communities. He may have been a missionary, for ought I 
know. In 'that particular, his repeated political acts were the subject of general com- 
ment, and were said to have been attended with very considerable ability. In other 
words, he is said to have made a first-class stump-speech. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. You never heard it ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

By the Chairman: 

(Question. Where was it alleged that ho made a political speech ? 
Ansiver. I think I heard a gentleman say he made one in the Baptist Church — one or 
two. 

Question. In this town ? 

Answer. Y(\s, sir. I think I was told of it the night of the gentleman's return from 
the speech. It was told me by a republican. 

Question. When should that speech have been made ? 

Answer. I am not pc sitive, but I think it was last fall. 

Question. Did your informant tell you that he had heard the speech ? 
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Answn\ I think lie did. 

Qmsi'ion. Who was your informant ? 

Answer. I think it was Mr. Nicliohis Davis; and the information was communicated 
to me in the course of a casual conveisation. I was living; at his house. 

Question. Was it at a political meeting of the repuhlican party ? 

Answer. I think it was, sir, of members of the republican party. 

Question. What other political speech was he reported to have made ? 

Ansu-er. I have understood that Mr. Lakin was in the habit of (kdiverinnj political ad- 
dresses to Union Leagues and clubs organized outside of the tow^n ; but whether this 
statement was true or not I am not abh3 to say. That was the general understanding 
1 had of wliat he did politically outside of the town. 

Question. Was liis demeant)r in this community, so far as you observed, that of an 
onh-rly, good, law-abiding citizen ? 

Ansiver. It was, sir. 

Question. Did you ever hear any charges against his morality as a man? 
Answer. I have never hetu'd of ;iny as occurring in this tt)wu. 

Question. Were the men who expressed these o])inious unfavorable to Mi\ Lakin dem- 
ocrats i 

Answer. I think they were, sir. I cannot recall all of the imlividual cases of expres- 
sion I have heard. Some may have been re[uil)licaus ; one I know was a republican 
that now occurs to nu'. 

Quetition. I will ask you to state whether his Tuissiou 8<mtli for tlie purpose of estab- 
lishing ^lethodist churches, or dc^taching members from the Mctliodist Episcopal 
Church South was ollensive or gave olfense. 

Answer. 1 think it ])rovoked the usual antagonism that exists between rival cliurelies. 
That is my impression of it. I understand he was very snccessftil, and built up large 
congregations. I think it provoked the ordinary animosity, which is ])retty sever(% 
that arises froui successful rivalry in church atfairs. 

Question. He was recognized as a man of very considerable ability in his profes- 
sion / 

^Inswer. 1 thiidc he Avas. 

Quti^ition. You hold your commission as ch*rk of the district court from Judge Jhis- 
teed, <lo you f 
Antiwer. I do, sir. 

Question. This, then, is held, as I understand it. at the i)leasure (»f tln' court ? 
An,swer. At the idcasure — so recited in the order of appointment. 

I5y :Mr. Buckley : 

Qui.^tion. Did 1 understand you, Mr. Day, as stating that you were ap]>ointed clerk 
of liie court before you came Iwvc i 

A)iswer. I so stated. • 

(Jneslion. When you first came to the State, after the Avar, did you come directly to 
IluntsN'ille / 

Answer. Xo, sir ; I came to Montgomery. 

Q!ie,stio)i. How long were you iu xMontgomery { 

Answer. Seven or eight montiis, [ think. I tliink I got to Montgomery in August. I 
came to Sehna lirst. 1 was seeking a location to go into practice. I had just got my 
license, and was seeking a location. I went to Selma, and from there went to Mont- 
gomery, and remained from the middle or last of August untd the hrst of Febrmiry, 
l^iiG. 

Qaestio)i. How were you employed in Montgomery during that time ? 
^Inswi r. 1 was in the post-oUice in Montgomery. 
Quistion. Under Mr. liibb / 

Answer. Yes, sir ; undcrr Mr. Bibb for two or three months or longer ; 1 have forgot- 
ten the dates. 1 was there for several months. 

Question. You were api)ointed, while there, clerk to the court, and then came here? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaeslio^t. Appointed by Judge Busteed, as you have said ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You were here, then, during the presidential election of 1^6^ ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where were you the night of the raid, as you termed that riot in 1868 ? 

Ai.nswer. 1 termed it a riot, I think ; not a raid. I was, a portion of the time, on the 
S(piare. 1 was informed by a young man in the town, with whom I was ac(inainted, 
tliat it was altogether probable that these num would otfer violence to his father, who 
was a leading democrat — Mr. Joseph C. Bradley. 

Question. What men had you reference to 

Answer. These disguised men. He asked me to go down, selecting some out of his 
democratic anil many republican friends. 

Quistion. You say that his father was a leading democrat ? 
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Answer. A leading repul^licaii. 

Qu£stion, He is, within your personal knowledge, I presume, a leading republican? 
Answer. I desire to be so understood. 

Question Were you on the square at the time these disguised men rode in ? 

Answer. I was on the square and walked through the column ; and at the request of 
Mr. Bradley, as he feared violence to his father as a leading republican, I went down 
to his house with him and with two little boys in the yard. We took our position, 
armed, to defend him against the assaults of these Ku-Klux. 

Question, Mr. Bradley, you say, was a leading republican I 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. And a leading citizen of the place ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think he has lived here for a good many years. 
Qmstion. A man of very high character? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; of leading character. 
Question. Why should he have apprehensions ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I cannot attempt to explain the motives that enter into the mind 
of any man. 

Question, You went down ? 

Ansiver. I went down. The result was, so far as I know, that they did not come 
within a hundred yards of his house. They turned around and marched out without 
any demonstration. 

Question. Are you aware that on that night there was a republican meeting going on 
in this building, [court-house] ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I do not think I saw the meeting, but I was informed of the fact, 
and understood that to be the case. 

Question. Did you understand that Judge Thurlow came here from Athens, Limestone 
County, and addressed them ? 

Answer. No, sir. I knew he was here. I knew him very well, and had seen him the 
day before his death. I did not know his purpose here. 

Question. You knew he was shot that night f 

Ansiver, Yes, sir ; I went to the hotel and saw him after he was wounded. I do not 
think I saw the tiring after I had gone down to Colonel Bradley's; but I saw tlie 
riotous demonstrations, and they came from the parties who had then come from the 
court-house. As far as I could see, the violent demonstrations came from these, and I 
was informed by parties along the north side of the square that nine-tenths of the 
shots came from this court-yard, and were fired at the corner opposite. I know one 
man who was shot through the head on that corner, and it was alleged by parties, I 
think directly to me, jbhat Judge Thurlow was standing at the northeast corner of tlie 
court-house yaixl by the gate, and the supposition at the time generally was that he 
was shot accidentally by some one firing froui the inside outwards. 

Question. Do you think there was any connection between the rei:)ubliean meeting 
and the appearance of the Ku-Klux, one hundred and fifty strong, in the tow^n f 

Ansiver. I do not know. I heard it said, whether it was general belief or not I am • 
not prepared to say, that there were sohk) negroes who had paid that no Ku-Klux could 
ever pass through this town agaiu without being shot ; that these Ku-Klux had heard 
of it, and that they came in and rod<^ through the town for the purpose of giving them 
an opportunity to shoot at them if they wanted to. 

Question. Did not General Crawford, commanding the United States troops at that 
time or before, give orders to his men to lire without hesitation upon any mau riding 
in disguise here? 

Answer. I do not remember, but I do not think that General Crawford was in com-^ 
mand here at that time. It was General Hayden, I think. 

Question. Do you know whether such an ord(^r was given to the troops ? 

Anstvcr. I think it was. It is a vague impression. I think I heard it stated that 
orders were given to fire, but whether it was to be without challenge or assault, or not, 
I am not able to say. I have forgotten. 

Question. You spoke in the opening of your testimony about a posse in Limestone ; 
County. Did you have reference to a sheriff's posse ? 

Ansiver, I was informed by the present solicitor of the county, and also acting as the 
representative of the United States attorney there, that he requested the sheriff to act 
as the leader of a posse, and the sheriff demurring to that proposition, the solicitor x)ro- 
posed to head the. posse and go himself; but afterwards the sheriff went. 

Question. Have you ever heard of any bauds of disguised men in that county of 
Limestone ? 

Ansiver. 1 think I have several times, but I do not remember of hearing of any par- 
ticular cases of violence, except the one in which they came there and proi^osed to 
effect an escape. 

Question. Did you ever hear that there wore two parties of disguised men, and that 
they fell out about the stealing of horses, and that the two parties were arrayed against 
each other ? 
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Auf^wer. I do not roinembor of li(\'iriii<^ that tlioy were disguised men, and I do not 
kin)w tliat I lieaid that tliey were both interested in horse-stealing. My impression is 
that one party was in The interest of theft. 

(^nct^iion. And the other was not / 

Jtiswer. Yes, sir; that is my opinion. 

(^hlesf^on. And 'that was the cause of tlie division between them ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; tliat is my impression. 

(Jucstion. And neither aett'd with the sheriff or under his control? 

Answer. I thinly not; neither of these Klans. Some killing I understand to have 
ocenrred under the diiretion of the posse: tlie killing of thieves — a man named 
Harber, who was charged with liorse-stealing and also with murder. 

(>ues(ion. Did vou ever hear that Mr. Lakin's house was shot into here on the night 
of the iOth of October, l.^ii- 

Answer. Yes, sir. 1 lieard a load of shot was tired through his window, and passed 
thi'ongli the room and struck the o[)i)osite wall. 

Qutsiion. In the night-time ? 

Answer. I think it was. That is my recollection. 

(Juestiun. Do yon know wheth<'r the shot came from men in disguise or not? 
Answer. I do not. I (h) not think it did. I never heard it alleged that it came from 
men dis,i!,uis;'<L 

(Juc.-ttion. You never heard Mr. Lakin himself make a political speech? 

Answer. No, sir, I do not remember of having lieard him. I never attended but ono 
political meeting in my life, 1 Ihink. 

(JiKsiion. Did you i vcv know or see any act of Mr. Lakin derogatory to the character 
of a Christian minister/ 

Answer. I <lid not. 

(JuesCion. You have known him for some time ? 
Answer. Yes. sir. 

Quesiion. I liiid on ]>ag(^ 4:59 in the testimony given by Mr. Dox, before a portion of 
this committee at \Vashinu,t'»u, the following cpiestion and answer which 1 will read: 
'•(^>uestion by the chairman, (Mi*. Poland.) What act did you ever hear of Mr. Lakin 
committing derogatory to his <-haracter as a Christian minister? — Answer. I canm^t 
say that 1 have heard otany speeilie act derogatory to his character as a Christiau min- 
ister." Do you concur in thai opinion with Mr. Doxf 

Answer. 1 do not. You ask me in one case what I know; in the other what I have 
heard. I cannot Ans\\er both (picstions Irom the sam^' standpoint. 

(Juesdon. Have you heard, irom sources that you can rely upon, that he is not a min- 
ister in good stan<ling.'' 

Answer. A minister in good standing with his church ? 

Qnesiion. Yes, sir. 

Answer. 1 have not. 

Uy ^Ir. Bi:cK : 

Quesiion. The question is whether you ever heard of Mr. Lakin committing any act 
that was derogatory to his character as a Christian minister ? 

^inswer. I asked if In; meant in good standing with his church. I did not wish to 
drag in anything that was not in the question. 

By Mr. Brcii:LEY. 
(Jneslion. I ask for your personal knrjwledge. 

^inswir. You ask me in the one case what I know and in the other what I h(3ar. I 
have heard tliii.^gs derogatory to him. 

(Jnestion. Did you ever hear anything derogatory to his standing as a Christian min- 
ister before he gave testimony in Washington ? 

Answer. AVhat is the date of his examination? 

(Jneslion. Jnne 13, 1^71. 

Answer. 1 do not recall anything. I think I heard it alleged before that time, bu" I 
am not certain aliout it, that he liad been gniltj^ of gross impropriety in seduction arid 
that sort of thing, with some families conli(hMl to his charge in some northern countiy, 
but I cannot say positively that it was before that time, for I do not rememlxn^ it. I 
heard that as 1 ordinarily hear such matters. I afterward heard it rei)eated sevej xl 
times, and heard it amplitied. 

By the Ciiaidmax : 
Quesiion. Where should that have occurred ? 
Answer. I think it was in New York. 
Quesiion. In the city ? 

.inswrr. In the JState of New York or New Jersey. It was given to mej I heard t'^o 
details of it. 
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By Mr. Buckley : 
Question. When was it given to you ? 
Answer. I have just stated tliat I could not tell exactly. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Do you think it was before the 13th of June last ? 

Anstvcr. My impression is that it was, hut I cannot say certainly ; I cannot fix the 
time. 

Question. Who was your informant ? 

Answer. I heard a party of gentlemen; I heard it repeated by Colonel Lowe for one. 
It was repeated in the coWse of a street conversation, and I have heard it mentioned 
by several parties; I do not recall their names now. It occurred as these things do. 
I did not remember it. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. Do you recollect a man by the name of Van Yalkenburg 'speaking to you 
about it ? 

Answer. He was in a party, I recollect now, when this subject came up — Colonel 
John Van Valkenburg, a gentleman from Indiana. % 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Did these gentlemen speak from any personal knowledge they had ? 
Answer. No, sir, I think not. 

Question. Did they tell jon how they derived their information ? 
Ansider. I think it was stated, but I have forgotten now what it was. It was a 
matter about which I knew very little, and cared much less, and it passed very idly. 
Question. Did Van Valke\iburg know Lakin ? 
Anstver. He knew him here, I think. 
Question. Did he know him in Indiana? 

Anstver. He did not know him that I am aware of. I do not know that I heard any 
assertion in that particular. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. On page 125 in Mr. Lakin's testimony he saj's, " My orders from the bishop, 
and through him to the preachers, were not to mingle ifi the i^olitical arena, but to 
devote themselves entirely and e:;^clusively to the work of the Christian ministry." Do 
you think Mr. Lakin ever neglected that order or violated it, to your own personal 
knowledge ? 

Anstver. Do I think, of my own personal knowledge? I do not know it of my own 
personal knowledge, but I believe he did, if there is any credence to be given to a gen- 
eral and repeated assertion in the community as to a man's conduct. 

. By the Chairman : ^ ' 

Question. Did you ever hear that he preached politics from the pulpit ? 
Ansiver. I have heard it asserted ; but that charge is a very common and a very old 
one, and I attach very little importance to that. 

Question. You did not regard that charge as reliable ? 

Anstver. I thought, even if reliable, it was minor in its character compared with the 
other allegations jmpularly assigned to him or acts-political. 

Question. Would you give any credit to it against the positive denial of Mr. Lakiiu 
under oath ^ 

Answer. If the question were clearly put to him as tor what was meant by preaching 
politics, I do not think I would. 

Question. You think you would believe him rather than this rumor ? 

Answer. I think I would. I should be inclined to believe almost any man under that 
state of facts. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. Having met him frequently and lived together with him some time in this 
place, do you yourself regard Mr. Lakin as an honest man ? 

Anstver. I have had some pretty lengthy conversations with him of a social character. 
I do not think that he disliked me at all, from the fact that on several occasions ho 
has remained in my office for some time after the business that brought him there was 
settled, and I cannot say that I would regard Mr. Lakin as a man of moral turpitude. 
I think him a zealot. 

Question. I asked if you thought he was honest. 

Anstvet\ I think Mr. Lakin is a zealot ; and I think that matters that conflict with 
his views would.receive great exaggeration in his estimation of them when compared 
with the estimate of an opponent to his views. 

Question. You think he Avould state his own views strongly ? 
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Anf^wcr. Yes, sir; I think hois zealous and a man of strong i^ersoual feeling, and 
Avould probably, in his own interest, overdo things. 
Question. Yon do not mean to say he is dishom^st? 

Aufiwcr. I did not say that, sir. I am not prepared to say he is or is not dishonest, 
for 1 have no e^^denee before me upon whieh to aet. 

Qucfilion. Yon have heard, liave yon not, of disguised men riding through this and 
adjoining counties taking mini out at night from their families and whi^jping au<l 
t<courging them. 

^iuh'icer. I have heard of these things as a general fact. 

Quesflo}t. Have yon heard fretpieutly of sneh things in this and adjoining counties 
since yon have lived here ? 

Ausinr. I have an idea that I have heard of i)erhaps five or six cases — somewhere 
along there. 

(JuoitioiL In tliis county ? 

Answer. iSo, sir ; 1 do not recall one case in this county. 

(JuesCion. Have yon ever heard of men being punished for such offenses in the courts ? 

AusH'cr. I heard it alleged once Did ymi say in the courts? 

QuesfioH. In the courts. 

Answer. 1 do not remember any cases of it, either in the State or United States 
court. 1 do not remember any case of it. I remember of having heard it alleged as ;i 
matter of general understan<liiig — my informant I cannot recall now — that some ])ar- 
ti(^s had assumed to exercise violence toward i>ersons to gratify their private malice, 
and tliat the Ku-Klux had shot them for ir. I heard that alleged ; that is the only 
punishment of tiiat class of offenses that I h<'ard of, and that is only a statement. 

(Question. Hav(> yon any doubt in your mind that su(di an organization did exist 

jinswcr, I beli<'ve it as 1 believe anything learned from popular credence; more 
through a want of denial than otherwise. 

Qutstlon. I think yon have stated in your tr'stimony ])reviously that, when this Ku- 
Klux organization <n-iginated and existe(l here, there was some i)retext for it, because 
the courts wen^ not doing nnich, esi)eeially the county courts. Now, I wish to ask you 
if you know of any olfense punisheil by such an organization that could not have been 
punished in the ordinary way ? 

Answer. In tlie preliminary portion of the question, I think yon misrepresent me. 

Qncstion. I ha\ (' no intention of doing so. 

Ainsii'er. No, of course; but I desire to say th;it you put language in my month I do 
not think I utt<'red. 
Qne.stion. Nor the id(*a ? 

Answer. Nor the idea either. I do not think you "will find it in my testimony. I have 
not said that they w< re organize(l to sui)])lant the courts because the courts were* inef- 
ficient. What I intend(Ml to say was, that the organization, as I understood it, grew 
out of a})prehensi()ns of rapines an<l violence^ from negroes and partisan oj)ponents, and 
that the motive in the (U'ganizat ion of th<' thing was one of self-i>rotection and for the 
]>unishment, probably as a consequence of that organization, of those who should be 
guilty of these olfenses. 

QnesCion. Then it was not alleged at that time that the c<mrts were inefficient, was it ? 

Answer. 1 cannot say whether it was alleged or not. 1 believe they were inetficient. 

(Jnesiion. At what time 

Answer. Well, two or three years after the war. 
(Jncsdon. Who was your circuit judge here then? 
^Inswer. William J. Harolson. 
Qnesdon. Appointi'<l by whom after the war ? 
A)tsw(r. I think he was elected aft(,'r the war. 
(Juestion. Not after the reconstruction actsf 

Answer. O, no; 1 think he was ap[)ointed by Governor Parsons — that is my recollec- 
tion — and aft<'rward elected. 

(Juesiion. ^^'as .Judge Harolson judge hei e before the war f 

Answer. I think so. I was not here, but this is my recollection or information. 
(Question. Is he not regarded as an able and efficient judge? ^ 

A}iswer. Well, I should prefer the opinions of i)ersons who have a much wider j^rac- 
tice }>efore him than I. 

Question. Is he not s[)oken of as a man of great respectability ? 

Answer. I think he is a kin<l-hearte(U amiable gentleman. 

(Jnestion. Appointed by a democratic governor / 

Answer. I think he was. 

Qnesiion. Afterward elected in 180^ ? 

Answer. Y(^s, sir; uyder the organic act of Congress. 

(Jnestlon. Who was your county judge at that time? 

Answer. Judge James II. Scruggs, 1 think. 

Question. He "was the predecessor of the i)resent incumbent? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Question. Was there any distrust as to his court executing the law ? 
Answer. I think not. 

Question. He is a democrat in politics, is he not ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he is a democrat in jjolitics. I think there was no especial distrust 
as to executing the laws, if the offenses were brought before him and tbe communities 
bestirred themselves in efforts to apprehend those who had banded. I do not know 
what the general sentiment was in regard to Scruggs's court. It was only a court of lim- 
ited jurisdiction and cut very little figure in criminal affairs, and I do not sui^pose there 
was any discussion about it, or very little. 

Question. At what time was this congressional convention of which you were a mem- 
ber held ? 

Answer. I think it was in May or June, 1870. It was held a few months x)receding 
the last election in this State ? 

Question. You were a delegate from this county ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you ever hear it suggested! that the reason your name was not brought 
forward Avas because you were a member of the Federal Army f 

Answer. No, sir; I never did. I was so indifferent as to suggestions affecting my 
nomination that I do not suppose that I would have remembered if I had lieard it, for 
I was utterly indifferent as to the consequences of it, and repeatedly stated so. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. As to this riotous demonstration that occurred at the time or some time pre- 
ceding the last November election, were any of the shots fired during that demonstra- 
tion by the Ku-Klux? 

Answer. I do not think there was a shot fired or a demonstration made by the dis- 
guised men. 

Question. Did they pass away from the court-house square before that shooting took 
place ? 

Answer, That is my understanding of it, and, I think, I came on the square imme- 
diately after that ; I was there before — it was stated to me that they had gotten one 
block from the square — a shot was fired, and then it was alleged that a shot was fired 
down the street that tney passed out on, down the street by which they left the 
square; I did not see this ; I so understood.it. 

Question. It was not understood by anybody that they took any part in the shooting ? 

Answer. O, no, sir; they did nothing. 

Question. You speak of the large majority being fired by i)ersons who came out of 
tke court-house. Did you mean by persons who had been in the audience listening to 
the speaking ? 

Answer. I do not know where they had been ; I saw a large number of persons in the 
court-yard, principally negroes, and I saw a negro who was killed, which I omitted to 
state in my direct examination — a negro who was killed on the opposite side of the , 
square by a shot from the court-yard ; I saw liim within five minutes after he died ; 
they took him up stairs ; I saw him J;hero dead ; a man was shot through the head; I 
saw the marks of a number of shots — how many I do not remember now — that struck 
in the wall from the court-house ; I saw these shot-marks. 

Question. They must have come from the court-house ? 

Answer. Yes, sir j the impression showed that on the wall ; and there is no doubt 
that all the citizens cognizant of this matter agree about the majority or nearly all of 
the shots coming from the court-house yard. ' 

Question. AVas it believed that Judge what was his name ? 

Answer. Judge Thurlow, judge of the probate court of Limestone County. 

Question. That he was killed by a shot from the court-house yard ? 

Ans'wct\ Yes, sir; that was stated to me the night that he was killed — accidentally; I 
afterwards heard it stated that it was surmised that he was killed by a white man in 
the court-house yard ; the man's name I never heard any one attempt to tell; it was a • 
bright moon-light night and persons could be seen distinctly across the square; I could ^ 
see very readily the general relations of the parties. 

Question. 1 will repeat the question put to you by Mr. Buckley. What act, if any, 
did you ever hear of Mr. Lakin committing that was derogatory to his character as a 
Christian minister or gentleman ? Do you recollect of hearing anything connected 
with a transaction here in this town in regard to a lot of butter improperly seized by 
him ? 

Answer. No,'sir. 

Question. Do you recollect of an indictment i^ending against him in one of the courts 
here? 

Answer. I am not aware of it. 

Question. What court of yours was that abolished ? 

Answer, The county court, organized by an act of the legislature with a large juris- 
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diction, aud providing for the election or appointment of a new judge, which was 
afterwards abolished. 

Question, Had that court crinuual jurisdiction? 

Jnswer. It had. 

Question. Did you know that there was an indictment for perjury or some other 
otfonse of that character then pending against Mr. Lakiu, and that the court was abol- 
ished without authority to remove criminal cases therein pending / 

Answer. I know that the court was abolished without authorizing the transfer of tho 
docket to any other jurisdiction, but the iiict of Lakin's indictment I did not know 
anything of. li I heard it I have forgotten it. 

Qiiisiion. Do you recollect seeing an article from the Patterson, New Jersey, Guar- 
dian, charging him with seduction, rape, and almost all sorts of vile olTenses ? 

Answer. I saw an article copied in on(i of the Huntsville papers, the Democrat, I 
think, in which it was alleged that he, after leading a very dissolute aud erratic life 
as a lumberman, had attended a Methodist revival and becami^ converted to the Chris- 
tian faith, Joined the Methodist Church and became an exhort(U\ and from thar, I 
think, was licensed to preach; that h(^ was thrown into the society of a member of tho 
church who had three daughters; that hc^ was stopping at their house enjoying the 
hospitality of this man, and that the ohl gimtleman and his wife were called away, 
and tlK'seVoung ladies were left, with many admf)nitions, with Mr. L:ikin, and he re- 
mained there until the ohl folks' return ; and in the due course of time these three young 
ladies were found to be pregnant, and that they charged Mr. Lakiu witli l)eing their 
B(Mlueer. I afterwards heard it stated that he liad seduced a young lady who was his 
niece. 

Question. Was not that afterwards, in Peru, Illinois? 

Answer. I lu^anl it so alleged. I do not know anything ahout it. 

Question. Was not the lirst artich^ froju tlie Paterson, Xew Jersey, Guar;lian ? 

Answer. I think so; copied into the Huntsville paper. lam quite certain it was in 
the Paterson, New Jersey, paper. 

Queslion. Do you know whether th(^ fact in reference to the seiluclion of his niece in 
Peru, Illinois, has been traced l>y ^Iv. Van Valkenliurg, and is now known to b(^ true ? 

Answer. I did hear it said that it was true. I think 1 heard it stated by Colonel 
A^an V;dkenl>urg. 

Question. Were not these statements about him made in the connnunity believed by 
a great many people ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; the statements in regard to his immoral conduct were and are be- 
lievi'd by a great many pi'ople, and the statements in legard to his alh'ged })olitieal 
course were^ 1 think, g'eni'rally conceded. I do not think there is any denial of it. If 
there is any, I am not aware of it. I do not remember to have interrogated any re- 
l)ublican oli the subject. 1 have heard one allege it with a great deal of eonlidence— 
Mr. Lowe. 

Queslion. The gentleman whose name you give is a lawyer in this town 1 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you recollect hearing him say anything about an indictmont against 
Mr. Lakin in tins court that was abolished ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I do not. 

Question. Do you recollect whether the provisions of that law abolishing the court 
not only failed lo allow a transfer of cases then pending, but also provided that men 
who ha\l biMHi previously indicted should not be re-indicted / 

Answer. I do not reme'nil)er that feature of the law. It may be true. 

Question. And that he escaped under that? 

Answer. That may be true. 

Question. Where is he now ? 

Answer. He is away from here; I do not know where. I do not think it is known 
here, generally, where he is. It was ascertained hero after he had given his testimony 
to his treatment here, and it was a popular belief, that he gave it as a farewell kick at 
this people, and did not intend to return. 

Question. !So it is, he has not returned, so far as you know? 

Answer. He has not. 

Question. You were asked hy the chairman a good deal about northern men and their 
treatment. I will ask you whctluT or not a good deal of distrust did not arise in tho 
minds of the people of Alabama in regard to the reception of these northern men by 
the fact that large numbers of them known as carpet-baggers came here about the 
time the State was reorganized or just before, and immediately obtained the most lu- 
crative olliees in the State. Is not that true ? 

Answer. I cannot say in regard to the time of their coming here. I think the hulk 
of them were men wlio were left here ]>y the Army. I think the mnjority of the oihces 
in the State were held by these men;' and 1 think it was a motive with many in 
Loth their geographical and political status. I think they remained for that purpose— 
a large number of them. 
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Question, Did not that fact make the people of the State look with suspicion more 
than tliey otherwise would upon men whom they feared came for that purpose? 

Anstver, Most uudouhtedly it put the j^eople of this country upon their inquiry as to 
the class of men who were comiug aronnd them, and very justly so, I think. 

Question. Do you not Icnow that Mr. Warner, the Senator from Alabama, was elected to 
the senate from this State within six weeks after his term of ofiice in Ohio had expired ? 

Answer. That is my understanding of it, and the general understanding; after about 
six weeks from the change of his domicile, or before the change of that, and after the 
change of mere residence. * 

Question. Did cases of that sort create a great deal of feeling and prejudice, that men 
should seize the highest offices in the State who were lately domiciled ? 

Ansicer. I think the people exercise the feeling common to all men, that would have 
been exercised in any northern community, of much more vigilance toward men coming 
into an adopted country and occupying places of trust and honor, whether they were 
good men or not. I think there was a general feeling of uneasiness and distrust, in 
some cases that amounted to personal animosity, in others, i^ersonal aversion; and I 
think it was undoubtedly true, as I think every northern man in this State will testify, 
that there was a general feeling of aversion and animosity, according to the character 
of the men toward whom the sentiment was directed, for holding in a conquered 
country, by imposition of the strong hand of the conqueror, the high places of profit 
in the administration of the local laws. 1 think that was the local sentiment among 
the intelligent and educated men who control sentiment. That was the opinion. I 
think the bulk of northern men in this State, of every political sentiment, will agree 
with me in that statement. I state that feeling as a mere fact that I have observed. 

Question. Is it not true that very many agents of the Bureau, by means of their in- 
fluence over the colored population, had themselves placed in positions that the peo- 
ple, if all black and white had been free to select, would not have intrusted them with ? 

Answer. I think so. I think that the member of Congress from this district. General 
John B. Callis, who was an agent of the Freedmen's Bureau, secured the influence and 
political hold that enabled him to be elected to that position by means of using his 
Freedmen's Bureau agency to secure it. The natural feeling of the community conse- 
quent upon an act of that character resulted. I think that is part of the political 
history of this community. 

Question. In that connection, and as to that same gentleman, is it not further true 
that Colonel John B. Callis, after he had secured an election to Congress, in 1868, at 
the time democrats did not vote, as you remember 

Ansicei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. After Congress refused to admit Alabama, left the State and went with his 
regiment to Mississipi)i, and was in command of his regiment, at Jackson, Mississippi, 
when Congress put Alabama id, and ho left his regiment and went to Congress, and 
took his seat from Alabama? Do yon recollect that fact? 

Answer. I think that General Callis was away from here, subject to military orders, , 
but where he Avas I do not remember. I remember that General Eurke, of whom I 
have testified before, who was his rival for the position in Congress, had him ordered 
away from here for some sort of i:)olitical misconduct or subterfuge he was indulging 
in in his position in the Bureau. General Burke was recognized as a republican. I re- 
member there was a repetition of the order — perhaps peremptorily. General Thomas, 
I think, ordered him away. 

^wesiiow. After his election? 

Answer. I am not certain. It was about that time, but whether after or not, I can- > 
not say. I remember it in connection only with the fact that General Burke was his 
rival in that congressional race. I cannot say whether it was before or after his elec- 
tion. 

Question. Do you recollect that, .ifter Alabama applied for admission by virtue of 
the vote in February, Congress at first refused to admit her, but afterward you were 
admitted in June, under what was called the omnibus bill? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I do not remember the dates. 

Question. During the interval after the election in February, and before the admis- 
sion of Alabama, Avas not General Callis away from here? 

Answer'. I do not know. I think he was. I have very little doubt on that subject. 
Callis was away, and I think he was away under military orders. He was still an 
officer of the Federal Army. 

Question. Had he not domiciled in this State at all ? 

Answer. I do not think he ever was a citizen of this State. 

Question. Yet he got one of the highest positions ? 

Answci'. 1 do not think he ever claimed it. 

Question. His own testimony before Congress was that he was in General Gill em's 
army when the news came that Alabama was admitted, and came and took his seat, 
and took his pay; but the general fact of the large number of men coming and seizing 
the offices did create a prejudice, and made men suspicious of all who came ? 
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An-vrer. Yes, sir ; I have no doubt of that whatever. I think it er^atcd the paino 
effect here that it wonkl in any Northern State, except that it was h\^s violent in its 
eharaet(T among the sonthern people than it would have been ainonj; the stubljorn 
races of the Xcrth, if they had been conquered and subjected to the same task. I have 
no doubt of it. I think it would have been borne with much less patience there, whether 
rio-ht or wrou<^, than it was borne here. 

(^hicstion. Is it or not true that after a northern man conies here, and it is known that 
he is going to cast his fortunes with these people and take his chances with them, that 
he is well received? 

Answer. I think so, sir. I have found no trouble myself. I liave made it a rule of my 
life to seek no favors of communities, and ask for no social civilities of the world, and I 
liave had every courtesy i-xtended to me that I desired in any country. I can speak 
for myself and others I hav(^ seen. I think the rule i)revails as a general thing. While I 
seldom accept of kindnesses of people, I think it is generally offered. 

Qu(>^tio)f. Your general information is that a Ku-Klux organization, so called, did 
exist here up to and about the summer of l!^C)-^ ? 

Answer, I share the popular belief that there was such an organization. 

Qi(€.s-tio)i. \Vas it or not true that up to the time of the admissi(ui of the State under 
th<^ constiturion to which I have reh'rred, in June, you had been almost without 

civil govei nnjcnt for a year or two, and under military rule ? 

Au.swcr. The condition of the country, so far as thc 'adniinistrixtion of either criminal 
or civil law was concerned, was exceedingly lax. 

(Jucsiion. 3Ien sel(h)m tlionght of redressing grievances by appealing to the courts, 
or colleetiiig tlieir debts by the judgment of a court? 

Answer. 1 think that was the general teeling. 

(Jiustio)i. You liad no organization of the State government until Juno, ISG"^, had 
you t . 

A)isw('r, None exe<»i)t the provisional or military. 

(Jui'stion. You had no organized civil State government; you were under military 
control ? 

Ansicer. None, excej)t the provisional government. 

By Mr. Iji cklfa : 
(^Uustio)i. AVas (iovernor Patton appointed governor? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 1 imuh^ that exception. 

(Question. W as not this in<lisi)osition to go into the courts under his administration ? 
Answer. Yes. sir; generally it was from the lassitude and exhaustion of the war. 

By :Sh. BiX'K : 

Question. I want the condition of the country. You were und<u' military rule ; your 
govern()r a])poinred by th(> President, and your military otticers were othc(U-s of the 
x\rmy, and yoiir peoph? did not elect anybody ? 

J //-steer. No, sir. There was no expression of the public voice. 

By ^Ir. Bi CKLKY : 

Question. Was nt)t (rovernor Patton elect(Ml by the people of this State governor in 
the fall of and <lid he not hold his office for over two years — up to the •J.jth of 

July, l.^Os— a man that lives immediately in an adjoining county to you ? 

Answer. 1 am not certain about it — that this is the fact. It is'a matter of history. 

Question. That is the fact ; a democratic governor at that. 

Answer. 1 am not fresh on that. 

By Mr. V)V.CK : 

Question. Did not the act of Congress of March 1SG7, km^wn as tln^ first reconstruc- 
tion act, and its amemlinent of March I), 1^(37, and amendment of July, I^Cj7, provide 
that all your civil governments should 1)0 mendy provisional, and that the military 
connuan^lers should take charge of you until you Were r<'coustructed ? 

A'uswer. 1 believi^ that is the law. 

Question. And under those acts of Congress you remained until your constitution, and 
that was declaiv'd adopted in June, ISi^S i 
Answer. June, lriG8. 

Question, i hey voted {)n it in March or February ? 
Ansnrr. Y<'s, sir. 

Question. Declared ado})ted in a way that gave dissatisfaction? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they not only thought, but I understood they had the direct alle- 
gation or protest of General Terry, then commanding the d(^i)artment, declaring- that 
the people had not a(h)pted that goverument, and that that pi-ovision retpiiriug It least 
one-half of the registered vote to hi- cast had not been eomidied with; they'had not 
been east— that the democratic party liad defeated it l)y staying awav fronrtht' polls 
demonstrating that they could have deteated it if they had g^v)ne about it, which made 
his position doubly strong. The records, I believe, show that (jleneral Terry entered 
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an affirmative 'protest, or assertion at least, to the elfect that it had not been adopted 
under the congressional law. Therefore, the people, after abstaining from voting, and 
aUowing, under the provisions of that act, the repnblicaus not only to adopt the con- 
stitntion by the act of Congress, but to put in office these men they had voted for when 
the people could have defeated them, felt that they were the subjects of usurpation ; 
that they had been the subjects of congressional gov(^rnment, and they had no gov- 
ernment of their own. 

Question. They felt that they were under Congress and not under their own volition ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; that was the general feeling. 

Question. During this four years, belore your courts were organized, and about the 
time they were organized, under that form, was about the time the Ku-Klux were called 
into existence here? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is my understanding. 

Question. Is it your understanding, fnrther, that later in 1868, after the government 
got into operation in a civil form foirly, those organizations were disbanded ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; that is my understanding from the popular belief, but I have no 
personal means of information, I have heard it alleged by a resident of East Tennes- 
see, a man of some intelligence and apparent trnth, that he was cognizant of the lirst 
organization of that order in that country, and he stated, or professed to state, the 
circumstances under which the organization, in its incipiency, grew. 

Question. What were the circumstances, as you understood them? 

Ansu'cr. He stated he had be^en a confederate soldier and lived in East Tennessee ; 
that on the return of the Federal and confederate soldiers to their homes in East Ten- 
nessee there was a very bitter feeling, of a local, internecine character, growing up be- 
tween them, and resulting, in many cases, in violence; that the Federal soldiers far 
outnumbered the confederates, and had, with much violence, run them off and whipped 
them, and shot them, as was also alleged in other places — some i)ortion8 of Kentucky, 
in a part of Missouri, and portions of these States, (by the way, some of the men of 
my old command were sent away) — and that the organization of the Union League sug- 
gested to their opponents to organize a secret club of their own for the purpose of seif- 
defense; that the style and name of the organization was taken from a social or civic 
organization which was started at Pulaski, Tennessee, about which I ,have no doubt, 
for I recollect of hearing, as I came on the train — I think it was in 1866, as near as I 
can remember — from Nashville, a young man there describing the first appearaifbe of 
this organization. That was the first I ever heard of it. Its object was civic and 
charitable, and reUited, in some of its features, to an amusement. This individual, my 
relator from East Tennessee, stated that the organization in its form and name was 
taken from this other organization in Pulaski. Whether there is any truth in it I do not 
know, but I heard it with considerable curiosity, and it ajopeared j)lausible and natural 
that it should have grown up in that way. 

Question. Whatever its origin, was it not the fact that, at the time when the civil 
governments were in a demoralized condition, when the negro element was thrown for- 
ward for the first time, mostly ignorant, and being used by such men as Colonel Callis, ' 
and others, for political purposes, there were cases of murders, rapes, arsons, and other 
like things being perpetrated in such a way that the civil courts could not reach them, 
and men were afraid, or pretended to be afraid ? 

Anstver. There was a general sense of insecurity here, and a feeling that that portion 
of the community which had been anti-federal, or confederate in its sentiments, was 
under a ban, and I have no doubt that this organization grew out of the traditions and 
associations of those men indulging in a coumion sympathy, and feeling a common ^ 
sense of danger. I think that was the cause of it. Judging from ordinary human mo- 
tives. 

Question. You think it was disbanded about 1868 in this State ? 
Aiisivcr. I think so. 

Question. Is it your judgment that bands of bad men committing depredations since 
used these disguises simply to protect themselv^es in committing these outrages ? 

Answer, I am as certain as I am of any fact of which I have no positive knowledge, ^ 
as certain as any decided oj)inion can make a man, that that is the fact. I think that 
the opinion I utter is shared by a very large majority of the law-abiding and orderly men. 

Question. Public sentiment is against these lawless marauders now, by whatever 
names they call themselves ? 

Answer. 1 think so. The editor of the Iluntsville Democrat, Mr. Clay, has always 
denounced them since their organization. I do not think he has ever referred to it ex- 
cept in terms of condemnation and disapprobation. I think uniformly so. I have been 
interrogated as to the fact whether his i)aper was not a leading democratic organ at 
present. He has always been a leading democrat in the country, and, I believe, was an 
original secessionist, and is opposed to the " new departure." He has uniformly op- 
posed that organization. 

Question. Of course you have bad men among you like all other people ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; many of them. They are many who are poor and dissolute and 
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irrospousible, and in communities tliey have ornjamzed tog-etlier, I have no donbt, in a 
8oir of voluntary local association for purposjcs of tbeft, and to gratify their personal 
animosities. I think that is true. 

Qu('!<tiou. You think they have done so, using tliis garb or disguise as a means of con- 
ceal unnt f 

Answer. I have no doubt of it. 

(jHCstion. By the way, speaking of this thing, our distinguished Senator has asked 
yoii about violences and offenses. Do you remember the band of men oj)erating in the 
riots that occurred at Seymour and New Albany, Indiana ? 

J)i!^ircr. I remember the newspai)er reports of them. 

Qiu'!itio)i. Were they about as bad as those around here ? 

Ansivvr. They were very much of the same character; the result of lawlessness. 
Question. You never thought of charging the good people of Indiana with that as a 
part of a system ? 

AnHim\ No, sir; I think it would be unjust to make it the basis of an opinion or a 
political act. 

Question. A word about this church ]iroperty. Do you know enough about the ^leth- 
odist Church in its divisions to know whether or not this ])ortiou of the country was 
given up in a v(duntary split to the Methodist Church South ? 

AnHicc}'. In the division in the war / 

Question. No ; before the war. 

A)iswer. O, yes, sir; that is a matter of history. This was embraced in the territory 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. 

Question. Were the churches and ])roperty owned by the M<'thodist Church after the 
war, up to tlu? visit of Mr. Lakiu, owned genendly by the Methodist Church South ? 

An.swer. I think they were altogether, for there was no Methodist Church North here. 

(Jiastion. Was the object of .Mr. Lakiu to get a nnijority of the congregati<m to de- 
taeli themselves from the chur<'h South, au(l attach themselves to the church North, 
tlK'reby putting themselv(\s under the jurisdiction of the Northern Methodist Church ? 

Answer. ^ly un(l<'rstaudiug is that the jiurpost^ was either to <leta«-li or create organ- 
izations for the })urpos(^ of uniting them with the northern church. 

Question. And i)laeiug thriu under the jurisdiction of the notliern church ? 

^tnswer. Yes, sir. 

(Jiiestion. So far as he could detach congregations, do you know whether it was the 
])uri)os(» tt) carry the ]>rop('rty along with them ? 

Answer. 1 have an indistinct recollection of hearing something of the sort said about 
sonu^ etibrt to secure the i)r(^i)erty control of a church. I do not know what it was; I 
have heard numy things of the kind asserted al)out getting control of church property. 
I beli<'\ (• suits have grown out of that. 

Qnestion. In Virginia ' 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and in ^lississippi there was a case, but the circumstances of this 
caso I <lo not now recall, and I could not designate with accuracy. I have a general rec- 
ollection of an eifort made to get the i)roperty control of a church, but wliat church 
I do not remember now ; it may have been in the line of his duty. 

Question. The i)i'rsons who belonged to the Methodist Church South, and by the origi- 
nal voluntary division still owning the i)roperty, of course, strongly objected to remov- 
ing their church ])roi>erty to the jinisdiction of another church / 

Answer. 1 presume so ; that was the general fact, I believe. There was a feeding 
growing (uit of that, and I know the animosity between the two churches was quite 
hitter ; there Avas a good deal of feeling about it, but it was a matter in which I was not 
interested, and I gave it no attention, andean testify with no directness or accin'acy. 

By the CiiAinMAN : 

Question. You spoke of the order of the commandant of this ])ost to fire at men 
caught with their disguises on. Do you recollect when that order was promulgated ? 

Answer. No, sir ; 1 liave a recollection of hearing of an order to that <*tfect ; I nev(U' 
saw it : but whether that order directed them to hre without challenge, or atteu)})t to 
ari'est or not, I do not know. 

Question. A iH)int now upon which I wish to make inquiry is. whether that order had, 
in your opinion, any elVect in repressing these organizations of armed (lisguised men 1 

Answer. I do not think the order was issued until after the entry of this Klan into 
town, but I should presume that it would have that effect ; whether it did or not I 
cainiot say. 

Question. Which entry of the disguised men in this town do you mean; in the sum- 
mer or fall ? 

Answer. The one that occurred on the night of the riot. 
Question. In the fall of l^i)^ ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. It is your convicti(m that that order did have that effect to repress these 
practices of men banding together and disguising themselves i 
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Answer. I liavo stated that that would be the natural effect, and it probably did. I 
would state that within or about the time — thou»;h I am not positive as to the dates — 
the soldiers did arrest tliree men, either in town or out of it somewhere, and confined 
them in the jail. There was no shooting done and the men disappeared; I do not. 
know where they went to. 

Question. You have expressed the opinion, Mr. Day, that this Ku-Klux Klan, in its 
Original organization, embraced the poor, dissolute, and irresponsible men in the com- 
munity. Do I understand you correctly ? 

Answer. No, sir ; you do not. 

Question. And that they were for the purposes of theft, &c. ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I do not wish to be understood in that way. 
Question. Please correct my misunderstanding. 

Answer. I have stated that bauds of disguised persons, whenever now seen in the 
country, I believe to be men who are poor, dissolute, and irresponsible, and that their 
organization finds its only power of cohesion in a disposition to steal and to gratify per- 
sonal malice. 

Question. Upon what facts within your knowledge does this opinion rest ? 

Answer. It rests upon the only case I have seen in which these men have indulged in 
violence, and upon my general belief, and that general belief whicii is shared with the 
good men of the country, many of whom I believe to have been associated with 
the original organization, but who left that organization and now frown upon it and 
condemn it. 

Question. How do you know who left that organization ; I understood you to say this 
forenoon that you neVer heard a man admit that he was a member ? 
Answei'. I did. 

Question. How do you know who left it ? 
Anm-er. I do not know. 

Question. How do you know whether the original organization embraced good or 
bad men ? 

Answer. I do not know it. 

Question. How do you know it did not exist for the purpose of plunder ? 

Answer. I do not know it and have not asserted it. I have said this, and I now re- 
peat it, although I think I have been very explicit and clear on that point, and I can- 
not conceive how I could be misunderstood, that I have shared and entertained only 
what I consider the popular and general belief in regard to the constituents, purposes, 
and fate of that organization ; that I draw my inference from a geuc^ral belief, and 
from the expression of concurrence or non-concurrence that 1 hear from the good men 
of the country, as to its existence or non-existence and purposes. 

Question. Did you ever hear that that organization, among other objects, sought to 
influence the results of elections ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you believe that to be true which was imputed to that order ? 

Answer'. No,'8ir ; I did not believe it was organized for that purpose, but I think , 
that organization in existence anywhere w^ould have that effect ; but I believe, and my 
recollection is, that there were no elections taking place when that organization com- 
menced, and the i)ossibility or probability of them was, perhaps, indefinite and un- 
certain. 

Question. Is it your opinion that this Ku-Klux Klan ever scourged or otherwise mal- 
treated Union men because of their opinion or for the purpose of deterring them from 
voting in accordance with their opinions ? 

Answer. I think, i)robably, that that may have been the case, for partisanship ran ^ 
very high in this country, and it would be very probable that a body of men affiliating 
in secret, of a common political faith, would be sti mulatcd to the exercise of violence, 
under that state of facts, toward their opponents ; but I have never known of a case 
of that sort. 

Question. Did you ever hear of a case of that kind ? 

Answer. I have heard only the pojuilar allegation contained in the newspapers ; none - 
that I recall now. 

Qupstion. I understood you to express rather an unfavorable opinion this forenoon as 
to the truth of newspaper articles. 

Answer. I think I assigned my reason. I believe this a reason that is common to all 
men who rely upon a given amount of evidence to produce convictions on their minds. 

Question. That leads me to inquire of you in reference to the article in the Patterson 
Guardian in reference to Mr. Lakin. ^yhy did you credit that article, when you ex- 
pressed a general disbelief of newspaper accounts? 

Anstver. If I might be informed of the fact that I did credit it, or had such an idea, I 
would give a direct answer. 

Question. Do you say you did not credit it? 

Ansiver. I would make the same answer I made to the interrogatories touching my 
belief as to the general current of newspaper reports of a partisan character. I think 
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I neither attached credit nor discredit. I heard it as a general allegation against Mr. 
Lakin. I have never seen it denied, and know nothing more of it than I saw in that 
statement. 

Question. Did you ever read the original paper in which this article was said to liave 
been published ? 

Answer, I think I saw the paper, but I do not think I read it. I think ]\Ir. Chiy took 
the paper out of his pocket, and was reading it to some one himself. 1 did not read 
the article. 

Question. About when was that article published? 

Ansiver. I think within four or live mouths past. That is my impression of it, thougli 
my memory of dates is inaccurate. 

Question. Whs it before Mr. Lakin gave his testimony, on the 13th of June last ? 

Answer. I think it was since; in fact, I am pretty clear upon that point. 

Question. Do you know anything about the responsibility of the editor of that paper — 
the Patterson Guardian '/ 

Ansicer. 1 do not. 

Question. Do you know whether he is a man of truth ? 
Ans7ver. I know notliing whatever of him. 

Question. Did not the fact that Mr. Lakin had given testimony before the committee 
of investigation relating to the political condition of Alabanui create a very strong 
sentiment against him in this community ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir, it did; a most decided and emphatic one, and it was based upon the 
belief that ]Mr, Lakin knew h(^ had misrepresented the population of which he spoke. 
That is undoubtedly the foundation of the decided feelnig against him. 

Question. That he bad donci injustic(^ to the State, and he knew it? 

Answer. Yes, sir; thut is the general belief. 

Question. When you speak of the general belief; do you mean that republicans shared 
that opinion ? 

Answer. I mean the general belief, as far as I am acquainted with it. 
Question. Have you ever heard a republican, in this community or out of this com- 
munity, express the opinion that Mr. Lakin, in whole or in detail, was not truthful? 
yinswer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What republican? 

Answer. Mr. Davis, a man that was a republican, and, I reckon, is yet — Nrcholaa 
Davis. 

By Mr. Buckley: 
Question. Is ho a repuldican now ? 

Answer. I reckon so ; I do not know exactly. He has always been rather shaky. 

By the Chairman: 
Question. Ymi say he is rather shaky? 

Answer. I do not think he has much faith in the tenets of the creed. 
Question. Did he vote with that x>^lrty last fall? 
Answer. 1 think so; I do not know. 

Question. Is he trusted with the party now? ' 

Answer. I doubt whether he ever was very extensively trusted by them. 

Question. Do 1 understand that ho liad not the confidence of that i^arty ? 

Answer. Yon may understand this : that they were, as he alleges, guilty of ill faith 
and excesses, utterly outside of the platform on which they i)roiesscd to stand. My 
understanding is that he in'ofesses to stand on the xdatform and declines to defend 
the usurpations and violences of which he thought that party guilty through their 
congressional action, but he stands squarely on the repuldican platform as that party 
writes it out and asks the people to vote, leaving out of sight the inner sj^riugs of mo- 
tive and action and the outer evidence of conduct. But he stood on the idatform it- 
self. 

Question. And voted with the party ? 

Answer. On recollection, I am quite positive that he voted for Governor Smith last 
fall. 

Question. How does he stand to-day ? 

Answer. Well, I liave heard him within the last week give his opinion of the demo- 
cratic party, and I think that a more zealous republican hearing that would indorse it 
and take liim by the hand. In other words, he abused the party about as far as the 
English language would do it. I think, however, he favors the new departure" idea. 

Question. Theu I understand you that he indorses the republican piatlbrm, but con- 
demns the action of the party? 

Answer. He condemns many of their acts, such as the congressional acts, local organ- 
ization, and their action putting upon the people ofi[ieers not elected. I think he is op- 
posed to that ; but I think Mr. Davis was the first of one, or two, or three men to or 
gauize a republican nucleus in this State. 

40 a 
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Question. I ask whether he is now, at heart, in co-operation with the republican 
party ? 

Answer, I do not think he is in hearty co-operation with that party. That is my 
belief. I tliink his opinion is that there are many rascals in coutror that he cannot 
affiliate with ; in fact he so expressed himself. I desire to quote as nearly as I can his 
idea. ♦ 

Question. Besides Mr. Davis, what other republican have you heard express an opinion 
against Mr. Lakiu? 

Ansicer. I do not think any one. I do not remember any one. 

Question. Have you heard any republican say that his statement was not true ? 

Ansicer. I do not remember any republican. If I have, it has escaped my mind. 

Question. Then, if I understand yoii correctly, with the exception of Mr. Davis, the 
unfavorable opinion of Mr. Lakin as a man of character and truth is confined wholly 
to the democratic party ? 

Ansiccr. With the exception I make, as far as my knowledge goes, it is. In fact I 
believe there are very few white members of the republican party iu this county. Their 
numbers are quite limited. I think that if they united upon the expression of an opin- 
ion it would hardly create a public sentiment. 

Question. Did I not understand you to say awhile ago that one hundred and fifty men 
had settled in this vicinity and that the majority of them voted the republican ticket? 

Ansxver. I have forgotten the number I assigned. It was along between one hundred 
and one hundred and fifty, and it is my belief that the majority of them vote with the 
republican party. 

Question. Of the old resident white population, what proportion vote the reiDublican 
ticket ? 

Answer. I have forgotten the white voting population of this county. I think the 
aggregate vote now is in the neighborhood of five thousand, or a very little under it, 
and I should think as a mere matter of opinion — it may be iYiaecurate, however — that 
there might be from fifty to seventy and perhaps one hundred white men republicans. 
My best belief is, though, that that is an overestimate, but I may be inaccurate. I 
merely state my impression. 

Question. Did I understand you to say that Mr. Van Valkenburg located the resi- 
dence of Mr. Laicin at Peru, Illinois, and that it was there that he became acquainted 
with his character? 

Answer. No ; I did not intend to say that, and I do not think I did. If that inference 
is in there, it conies from the connection of the answer with the question. What I 
understood Mr. Van Valkenburg to say was this : after the allegation of his seduction 
of his niece by some one in the party where Mr. Van Valkenburg was, he 
stated that he had the information from there — it was from Indiana, and it was 
so, or all right. I do not remember his words, but his statement was affirmative in ^ 
its character, and I took it that he referred to this alleged seduction ; but whether it * 
was at Peru, Illinois, or Peru, Indiana, I do not know. My opii^iou, or rather my 
supposition, was that it was Peru, Indiana, if there was such a place, because I lived • 
within eighteen or twenty miles of Peru, Illinois, and never heard of Lakin. 

The QiiAiRMAN. I live within eighteen miles of Peru, Indiana, and have heard of Mr. 
Lakin. 

Question. Is Mr. Van Valkenburg a very strong, decided democrat ? 
Amxver. Yes, sir. 

Question. He came from Peru, Indiana ? 
Answer. I do not know ; I believe so. 

Question. Have you ever heard him speak in very bitter terms of the administration ? ^ 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not remember that I ever heard him speak of the administra- 
tion at all ; I do not remember that I ever had a personal political conversation with 
Colonel Van Valkenburg; I have heard him speaking of political matters. 

Question. Was he an officer of the Union Army ? 

Answer. I understood so. 

Question. What was his rank ? ; 
^nsMJcr. A colonel of infantry. 

Question. Did you ever hear that he was dismissed from the service ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir; I saw the allegations against him, and also his vindication, in 
letters from, I think, nearly every officer of the army of the Potomac, embracing a 
large number of them. 

Question. Do you recollect what the cause of his dismissal was? 

Anstver. My recollection is that it was alleged defection to the Federal cause, as it 
then stood ; I think he was opposed to negro emancipation ; that is my recollection of 
the allegation — a defection of that character ; and I saw a long list of letters written 
to him by officers of the army of the Potomac that were highly commendatory of his 
character as an officer, and a most triumphant and circumstantial vindication of his 
character generally. 

Question. 1 am not bringing his character into question at all. I simply alluded to 
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tlie fact to ascertain whether it has intensified liis bitterness against the repnblican 
party. 

Aiimver. I am unable to say, sir. You inquire of a fact, and I state all I know 
of it. 

Question. Has Mr. Laldn's family removed from here ? 

Ansicei\ I do not know, sir. ^sly impression is that he has a married daughter, the 
wife of Mr. Rains. 

Question. Do I understand you to express the deliberate opinion that the people 
of the South possess the virtue of patience under grievances in a higher degree than 
the people of the North ? 

Ansivtr. I think this : that there is more stubbornness and tenacity and persistence 
in the character of the northern population than there is in that of the southern i^opu- 
latiou. I do not know that patience or impatience would necessarily enter into it 
when it was a mere matter of power aud re^stance.. I state it from that stand-point. 

Question. Did you ever hear it alleged that these hideous disguises adopted by the 
Ku-Klux Klan were assumed for the x^urpose of operating upon the superstitious fears 
of the negroes ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think I have. 

Question. Is it your opinion that they were adopted for that purpose ? 

Answer. Well, I do not know. It would have that etfect, I think. AVhether that was 
the governing purpose in assuming them, or not, I cannot say, but I believe the first 
Organization of which I spoke, and which, I have no doubt, was the lirst organization 
which was called Ku-Klux, adoi)ted that garb, but I do not think it had any reference 
to negroes at that time. 

Question. I understood you to say in answer to a question put by Mr. Beck that this 
organization sprang up when the negro was first thrown forward 'in political matters; 
am I correct ? 

Answer. I do not remember of saying so. 

Question. You made some response as to when the negro element was first thrown 
forward, in answer to a question put by Mr. Beck. Do you recollect your statement? 

Answer. I think it was organized about that time, an(i perhaps a little before. I be- 
lieve it was organized before the negro element was thrown forward in a political 
sense, and I have recited what I think is true in regard to the defensive or proper 
character of the organization in its incipiency. I do not know that I connected it with 
the negro element. 

Question. You have spoken of General Warner, a late Senator from this State. I ask 
you to state whether ygu know or have heard anything derogatory to the character of 
General Warner lor competency and lidelity in the position which he held ? 

Answer. Do you refer to his personal cliaracteristics for honesty and humanity, or 
his political character? 

Question. I will have the inquiry relate to his personal as well as his public character. 

Answer. 1 recollect of nothing that I ever heard alleged against Warner's personal 
character ; I do not remember anything. 

Question. Was he not eminently faithful to the interests of Alabama while he was in 
Congress ? 

An.swer. I know of nothing that he ever did to injure the State — to injure it from his ^ 
stand-point — nothing that invoh ed any turpitude, and I do not remembt^r anything 
special that he ever did for it. I never watched his course with any solicitude or in- 
terest. I did not know him personally. I regarded him as a clever gentleman. 

Question. How long had he resided in point of fact in the State of Alabama before 
his election ? 

Answer. When was the election? I have forgotten the date. 
Mr. Buckley. July, ISG8. 

The Witness. I do not know how long Warner had resided here. I saw him at 
Montgomery in the winter of 1866. He v»'as then just arrived from Ohio, and was 
talking of buying a plantation. How far he became a resident or became domiciled 
in the State at that time I do not know. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. Is it not a fact that he had made one crop of cotton at that time ? 
A)iswer. 1 do not know. I have very little information about him myself. 
Question. What time did Mr. Lakin come here, to this State, to the best of your 
recollection ? 

Answer, i am not certain about it. My impression is that I first saw him here some 
time perhiips in the latter part of 1867. I may be wrong; I have no data from which 
I could determine the fact. 

Question. Do you know at what time he was indicted, if indicted at all, in the court 
of which you ha\ e spoken ? 

Aiiswer. I have no knowledge whatever of the indictment ; if I have heard of it I 
have forgotten it ; but I have no recollection of having heard it. 
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Question, To what court had you reference at the time in speaking of the aholition 
of a court ? 

Answei'. Ireferredto the newly created city court with enlarged crimiual jurisdiction. 
Question. That was abolished at what time ? 

Answer. I have forgotten the date ; it was nearly two years ago, I think. 
Question. 1 hold in my hand the acts of thQ Alabama legislature for 1868. Hero is 
An act to repeal an act to establish the city court of Huntsville, approved August 5, 
1863." Is this the act you had reference to ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Is that the act you referred to as abolishing your civil court ? 
Answer. I think it is ; the court was created here and held perhaps two sessions and 
was abolished. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. It was created, then, under the administration of Governor Patton ? 
Ansiver. I think, perhaps, it was the legislature succeeding Governor Patton. 
Question. But it was abolished by the succeeding legislature ? 
Ansive)\ Yes, sir ; it was abolished by the same legislature that created it, I think. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. The act ajiprovcd August 5, 1868, repealed an act of January 26, 1867, to 
establish a city court of Huntsville ? 
Answer. What is the interim of time ? 
Question. From January, 1867, to the 5th of August, 1868. 

Answer. Then it was not exceeding three terms ; I could easily inform myself on that 
subject. 

By Mr. Buckley ; 

Question. I notice on page 434, in the testimony given by Mr. Dox before the com- 
mittee, that he refers to several republicans, naming you among the rest. In that, I 
suppose, ho was mistaken, was he not ? 

Answei'. What was the date of his statement ? 

Question. It was given July 11, 1871. 
• Ansicer. JNIr. Dox was mistaken in assigning my political affiliation to the republican 
party. 

Question. I will read you his statement. Referring to Mr. Lakin, he -says : There 
are others who know him a great deal better than I do — men of his own party, men 
who vote as he votes. I can name them, and you may cite them if you choose. I 
would name Mr. James Ware, Mr. Figures, editor of the Huntsville Advocate, Mr. 
John Reed, Mr. Day." 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Is there any other gentleman of your name here that he could have 
referred to ? 

' Aimver. No, sir ; not that I am aware of. 



The following is the record of the evidence in the trial of Holseapple, Lindsay, and 
Malone, before tJnited States Commissioner Day, at Huntsville, Alabama, September 1, 
1871, referred to in the testimony of Lionel W. Day, page 590. 

United States ) 

vs. VTrial September 1, 1871. 

Holseapple, Lindsay, Malone. ) 

Wm. Henderson : 
Question. What is your name? 
Ansiver. William Henderson. 
Question. Where do you live? 
Answer. With C. Goodloe. 
Question. lu what county? 
Answei'. Colbert County. 

Question. How long have you been living there? 

Answer. Moved there two weeks after Christmas. n 

Question. Men came to your house disguised ; how many? 

Answer. On Tuesday night, the 15th day of August, I had been talking to Mr. Good- 
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loe until 11 o'clock at niglit, and then went to bed. Fonr men came to my room and 
woke me up and told me to strike a light. I shook Mack, my boy ; woke him up in- 
stead of getting up myself. He got up and made a light, and they then told me to get 
uj) and put on my clothes; that they -wanted me to go and show them where Cater 
Thompson was. I told them I did not know where he was and did not know him when 
I saw him. At that time I had a gun in the south corner of the house. One man was 
standing between me and the gun. I aimed to get at it and he shoved me back. Two 
of the men liad pistols and two of them shot-guns, which they presented at me and told 
me to go out of the door ; and as I turned around to go out of the door I saw ^Ir. Duce 
Lindsay, who put his hand on my shoulder; did not hurt me. I knew him by a veil 
on his hat being turned back over his hat from over his face. The veil came down over 
the fae^ and the shoulders behind. Am well acquainted with him and knew it was him. 
Question. How were they dressed? 

Jiisirei'. They had on black overcoats and white trimmings around the tail, and a cape 
came down about half way and white trimming around it. All were dressed the same 
way. There was white trinnning around the waist. Said they wanted me to go with 
him to William ^lilam's house, and I started out of the door. They then said they did 
not want to go there ; that they wanted to go to the quarter. I went on with them 
until we got half of the way, when they turned and went out to the railroad due east. 
AVe went down against the quarter on the railroad and halted at a little crossing. Mr. 
Biice Lindsay, the same man that helped me all the way down by the shoulder, reached 
down and i)icked up a liue at the end of the bridge. Another one I did nor know 
l)ieked up a bottle of whisky and then tied me, saying they were afraid that I would 
run away and not show them where the house was. Alter they (live along ond four in 
the house) got me tied they wanted me to go to John Atkison's to se(^ if Cater Thomp- 
son was there. AVhen we got against the house they said that they did not want John 
Atkison ; that they only wanted to take me on the other side of the ri\ er to keex) me 
from nppi^ariiig against them at court any more. Kight there Mr. William ^lalone 
walked n\) and jabl>ed me with a shot-gun imd asked me why I went to go to Tuseum- 
bia to have them bound over to keep the peace. (Had William Maloue and William 
>«'ewsom bound over to keep the peace before Mr. Green, justice of the ])cace. ^linnis 
admits it was under 8tate authority.) .Mr. Mnlone askc(l me then didn't Mr. Dean tfU 
me to go to Tuseumbia ! 1 replied '"No," when he again jabbed me with his gun, and 
asked me again did he not tell me to go. To keep him from hurting me, I said " Yes, 
sir." He then asked me if ]Mr. Goodloe didn't. Mr. Dean ne^ er told me anything about 
it. Went on then until we got to the horses, hitched in the woods, half a mile. Was 
then tired ; halted ; had a little fire made up. The little switches they had with them 
had lire on-the end, and ^Ir. Duce Lindsay stooi)ed down, struck a match to the lire, 
and lit his pipe, and they passed the bottle of whisky around, and then I saw ^Ir. Ma- 
lone's lace, as he flung tin; veil from over his face as 1 was looking. They got the horses 
and put me on before them. They then came to the Newport and Cherokee road. ^Ir. 
Dace Lindsay mounted ^Ir. Holseapple's horse and took me up behind him, and ZVIr. 
Holseapple and William Malonewent on toget a skiff by the time the others got there, and 
then there were only four horses; two doubled on the gray horse behind me, and I 
replied to Mr. Duce Lindsay — didn't call his name as I was afraid to let him know 1 
knew him — " Please not to hurt me.'' He raised the veil from over his face, and com- 
menced telling me what I had done to hinu and how nmch I had cost him. A few 
steps after I dropped my hat in the trotting of the horse. Mr. William Malone and 
another a little behind,! did not know, stopped and got it; he galloped on by nu^ with 
my hat in his hand. When I got to the river before Newport Door, there they halted 
and told me to get down, and was then tied with my hands behind me; same rope 
came down and was tied around my knees just so. I could not walk fast. One that I 
did not know helped me on the fence, and held me until I could get on the h<u'se, 
after getting into Xewiiort road, about seven or ten ])auels from the corner, and 
then one pushed me on the fence. I coidd use my feet enough to climb on 
them to please helj) me down; I could not; one of them marched up and dragged me 
the corner of the fence to get on the horse. Got to Newport and begged one of 
otf the horse by the collar; do not know the one. lTolseaj)ple, who they called 
captain, said, " Follo^\ me," and went down to the water and went up the river about 
one hundred and seventy-live yards, then they came to Mulberry Creek and there was 
askift"; they bailed the water out of it and Holseapple went in iirst and called in Mr. 
Duce Lindsay; others I did not know were out guarding me and they ordered 
him to bring me in the bow of the skiff and I went in. They told me to sit down 
and told him to come and get by me next to them and turned the skiff out into 
the river and went uj) about one hundred yards. Says Mr. Holseapple, This i.s 
up high enough; we will go across." W^ent across, as I thought, ab(mt halfway. 
They were going to carry me across when they first put me in to keep from 
ai)pearing in court. Mr. Holseapple says, ''I want to learn you (we were about half 
way across) how to bring responsible white men up before court.'' Says I, *• Gentle- 
men, please don't killmc; i)ut me on the other side audi will leave the country." 
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Dnce Lindsay says, ^' Yes, I want yoii to leave and go to Illinois where all your other 
nation is." Mr. Holseapple says, Fling that damned nigger out of here ; I am not 
going to carry him farther." I was then tied, and one man I did not know, that w;is 
sitting next to me, says, Get ont." I said, " I can^t get out ; please untie me." Holse- 
apple says. " Fling liim out, fling him out," and I was sitting with my feet in the 
boat my back foremost, as I was going across, and he put liis feet right under my Ici^s 
and keeled me over backwards; in that time he said, "Drown him or let him wade 
out ; if he can wade out of here let him go." As I struck the water one was holding 
me under with the oar-paddlo ; I knew nothing then until my right hand became untied ; 
it didn't come untied ; I drew it out of the loop, and after so long a time I came to the 
to]) and got my wind a little and tried to swim and I sunk, and when I found myself 
again I had hold of a rock under the water ; turned loose from the rock and tried to 
go to the top ; was struggling or drowning, as I thought, all the time; as I tried to 
come to the top in the next struggle, my other hand came out ; I came to the top th<^n 
and commeiiced to swim ; I looked at the mouth of the creek and saw them trying to 
fasten the skiff; I went on the bank ; tried to swim without making any noise ; durnig 
that time they left, and just as I got in water waist-deep I took a cramp in my hip, 
and I had then to get on one knee and my hands and crawl out ; where I got out ti e 
water was only a foot deep, miry and muddy ; I sat down and untied the string from 
around my legs, and then crawled clean out of the water on to firm ground; slidi d 
out ; after I got out, was so full of water I could not walk ; I laid down and happened 
to be across a root; I flung up water enough so I could walk a little ; I went up the 
river about a quarter of a mile, laid over across a stump and flung right smart more 
of water ; struck right out across to Widow Halcy\s farm, and I met one of John Otis's 
boys and another one, a young man, looked about gi'own ; asked mo what made me so 
wet ; I said to him, " I started across the river and fell in ; " I told him that because I 
was afraid these men would find out that I was out and get after mo again, and I 
wanted to leave there ; I went on then to Mr. Brown^s and asked him if 1 might go 
across his field home, and a white man told me I could ; I went right across the field 
home, and as I got to the barn, within two hundred yards of Mr. Goodloe's yard. I 
met Marion Matthews ; he says, " What in the world makes you so wet and muddy \ *' 
Says I, " Please don't tell if I tell you ; the Ku-Klux had mo and I want to get away frcm 
here before they have me again." I did not want them to know but what I was 
drowned until I got away from the country ; I go on then down to the yard, looked in 
his garden and saw Mr. Goodloe ; the sun may have been half an hour high, and I 
motioned to him, as ho told me that night to go for a doctor for his daughter, and ho 
came pretty briskly to me, and says, "What in the world Is the matter; had I been 
after the doctor as'he told me?" I told him I had not; that the Ku-Klux came last 
night and took me away ; and after a little bit he came back, and asked me what route 
they had carried me, and I told him as near as I could ; I told him the route and what 
they done as far as they carried me from his house; next day morning he sent mo 
down the river and told me to go where I came out at and got a powder-gourd he • 
thought he lost down there; I staid in the neighborhood two days ; staid at home 
until 1 took train ; Friday did not get to train in time ; laid at a neighbor's house for 
evetiing train and came down here to Huntsville. 
Question. How do you know Holseapple ? , 

Answer. I knew his voice at first, and after they got in the river in the skiff I saw 
his face. I knew his build. 

Cross-examination : • ' 

On Tuesday, the 15th day of August, was at homo all day, working. On Tuesday 
night they took mo out ; was not in Newport that day. The day after I got out of tLe 
river, in the morning, Wednesday, when I went down to see about trot-line. After I 
got out of river I kept concealed for two days. Saw John Oats; was not down theie 
on Tuesday, but working at Goodloe's all day. Starlight night when 1 was taken out ; 
don't know the time of night. Mr. Goodloe told me to get up in the morning and gi> ^ 
for the doctor ; went Wednesday morning to Dr. Cross ; saw four men in the room ; 
did not know them then ; saw Mr. Duce Lindsay; swear it was him ; had a cedar light 
in the lire-place; can swear ttiat I recognized his features that night; and swear that 
1x3 was in my house that night; recognized Mr. Malonc when they took the drink; tl)(^ 
matcli was lit, and lasted long enough to burii out; swear that it was Mr. Malonc ; I 
imagined it was Mr. Holseapple until we got to the river; did not have any light ; I am 
ciTtain it was him ; I saw his face without a light, and recognized his features ; had his 
hat on. River is about 800 or DOO yards wide. First taken out, they went west two 
miles, if not two and a half; walked that from my cabin to the horses ; went due north 
half a mile ; turned back east, and went three miles on to Newport. The first two 
miles were walked very slowly; next half a mile slow; turned east three miles; rode 
it; came to Newi^ort. I told Goodloe that theylcarried me to the river; did not tell 
him t he route they carried me. Ai'tyr 1 got in Newport road it was three miles. After 
we got in the road awhile, Mr. Malone and Mr. Holseapple went by me to got the skiff ; 
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before tbey went after the skiff they picked up my hat; it was midway to the river ; 
was iu the boat when I saw Ilolseapple's face; did not know him before, only by "his 
build and voice. Knew that day was bn^aking when they i)nt me out in tli'e river; 
sunk when 1 was thrown in ; when I came up 1 seen notliin<^; the second time I saw 
tliem at the bank trying to fasten the skiff; (h)ne that whih' I was unih'r water, near 
three miles from Mr. Goodloe's ; near half an hour by the sun when 1 <»ot there. Saw 
Mr. Malone's face at the lire, saw Duce Lindsay's face in the house, an<l Uolseapph^'s 
just before they threw me out; saw one little fellow's face ; did not know him ; recog- 
nized Mr. Holseapple's horse and a <^ray horse, (I think belon<;ed to Mr. Kankin,) a bi<;* 
bay, and roauisli pony; could identify none bat Mr. llolseapple's horse. First saw 
Marion Matthews about two hundred yards from Mr. Goodloe's j.^ate; I said please (hm't 
tell, the Ku-Klux had mo last night; I know I did not tell him that I would lind out 
before night : I don't know whether I told him that or not ; and from my feelings 
toward the three defendants before this transaction 1 thought then*, was peace* between 
us when they were bound over. I did have a conversation wifh James Carter ; I did 
n»>t tell him that I would stump U]) something against tliein that would cost them 
Sl,00!J ;i[>iece. Did not say bi'f'oro William Matthews that it* they were all my way of 
thinking that I would kill out all th(^ whites and take their land. Had net got to tlu^ 
horses when he ])uuche(l me with tlu^ gun ; had not seen Malone's face when Ik^ 
punched me: knew him only by his walk and build ; knew him, as he was the only 
large man in the crowd. Tied me with a plow-line; was tied with my hands behind 
lue, and my legs. were tied. In conversation on the road with ^lat thews and Carter I 
juade no threats. Was not at Xewi)ort on Tuesday before 1 was i)nt in the river. Went 
to the river only one time — tin? time I AVent after the powdei-gourd ; 1 went to see about 
the line. This was after I was put in the river. I made a crop with ^Ii'. ^lalone : he 
took it all ; when I ti-ied to get it he threatened me. Had no suit with llolseapple; 
Avas a witness. Mr. Lindsay was one of the men who was going to helj) Mr. Maloni;. 

liis 

WM. + HENDEKSOX. 
mark. 

Witness: Jamks M. Edgar. 

]\Iakk 1Ii:m)i:us()n: Uncle Henderson is my father; he is my mother's husband. T 
live with him. Some men came one night; been three weeks to-day, live nien <'ame. 
I was asleep when they came; they told Uncle Henderson to make up. a light ; l^nehi 
}Ienderst)n woke me up, and 1 made up a light. Three of them came into the house 
and two stood in th<* door. JCnew Holseapple; saw his face; had on a straw hat ; am 
well accjuamtetl with him ; he did notliing. 1 started out of the <loor, and he told mo 
to go back. 'J'hey took William Henderson out of the houses I staid in J^^wis's house 
the balance of the night ; tln^ houses adjoined. I saw William Henderson d o'(dock 
the next day; w<uit after Dr. Cross. William Henderson came after me : do not know 
what he wanted ; 1 got back home before he saw me. I don't know where William 
Ibinderson wa.s tlie day before the night they took him out. 

Cross-examined : 

Xever told anybody what I would swear before I came here. Uncle Jim Carter 
asked me a while ago, but I did not tell him. Henderson told me this morning to tell 
nothing, only what 1 had seen and heard. Three men came in ; Holseaj)ple stood at 
the door; I saw his f:ice ; liad a small piece of a veil over his face; 1 looked through 
the veil and saw his face ; am certain only three men came in ; Aid not look in the faces 
of the resi. ^h: HoIsc;;pple had on a straw hat; wore a little straw hat about there; 
he s[)oke to me, and 1 knew his voice ; could see his features through the veil. Xo one 
in Lewis's house but himself and wife; I staid all night. Don't know where Hender- 
son was the day before. 1 wasn't there. 

his 

MARK X HEXDERSOX. 
mark. 

Witness : Jamks M. Edgar. 

Marion Matthews : Know William Henderson ; has been living with Mr. Goodloe. 
Live on same i)lace. Saw William Henderson the next morning after being put in the 
river, some t imo directly afterward. Sun up. He looked as if he had been running 
through the dew, was bare-headed, i)ants looked unuldy. Did not ask him any ques- 
tions until after he spoke to me. He stood a moment before he spoke. I said, " What 
the devil do you want ? '' He said, "Don't tell anybody that you saw me this morning." 
I told him, I thought he had been on one of his big drunks."" He told me the Ku-Khix 
had broken in his house and taken him out and threw him in the river. Dim't recol- 
lect of seeing him on the evening after. I saw him in the morning. He weirc down 
near Mr. Goodloe's back gate. Saw him motion, then saw him in the yam talking. 
Shortly' after he called me out of the house and wanted my horse to go to Dr. Cr.)s;,. 
He then commenced talking about the Ku-Klux. He said he would lind out by to-mor- 
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row evening; who it was. Don't recollect of seeiDoj him any more that day. Don't 
recollect whether it was the next day, I saw him knocking about home. 

Cross-examination : ^ 
It was a little after sun up when I saw him the next morning. He said nothing more 
in conversation. He did not say he didn't know who done it. He only said he would 
lind out hy to-morrow evening. Saw him no more that day, hut saw him a day or two 
after. From the first to the next conversation it was an hour and a half. I saw him 
in Goodloe's garden, Tuesday morning. 

Calvin Goodloe : Lives in Colbert County, District Northern Alabama. I know a 
colored man named William Henderson that has lived at my house since February 10th, 
or about then. I saw him Tuesday night, about dusk, and saw him after 11 o'clock. 
The last time I saw him he was with me a half an hour. His house is forty steps from 
mine ; his wife was hired to me as a cook two weeks before I discharged her. Tuesday 
moining he came to me and said his wife had come back. I told him to go on with her 
where sho wanted to go. Told me his wife had gone to Cror^i's ; about 10 or 11 o'clock 
he came and said he had changed his mind ; he was sober that night when we i)artcd. 
I heard nothing of a disturbance. I heard a noise or knocking at his house, and sup- 
posed he was picking up his wife's things. I saw him the next morning a little before 
sunrise. I saw him northwest of my house, near the gate. I was in the garden ; as I 
came out of the garden he came in the gate and called me ; said he had not been to 
the doctor's. He asked if I did not see the men that took him off. I told him if 
he had been taken off and drowned he could get evidence enough. I told him to keep 
himself secreted. I got on my horse and went to the river and saw some evidence of 
the tracks around the boat, and evidence where he had puked some peach-peelings and 
a good deal of water. Saw a great many tracks on the railroad. Saw some tracks at 
the gin-house, and went to the place that they put him on a horse, and found there had 
been three or four horses hitched there, and found evidence of his being put on a horse. 
The river is low and you can see 6 or 8 feet in it. I saAV marks coming up the banks as 
if some one had been dragged ; traces of persons' hands and the tracks of where some 
person had laid down ; the signs were that he had thrown up a great deal of water. 
There was little dust on one of the rails. The top rail had been removed ; there was a 
shoe track there ; I noticed his appearance when he came to me that morning ; he was very 
wet and looked badly, as if he had been on a big drunk. I noticed when 1 came back that 
he had been tied ; there was a mark the one-third of a plow-line on his flesh of tho 
left hand, and a mark on the right arm. I think he worked in my garden Tuesday. 
I saw him about 7.30 a. m. Tuesday. I saw him next about 7 o'clock same day; came 
to tell me he would go away. I was not at home on Tuesday, some men working at 
my house whom I do consider my family. I went to town on Thursday. When I went 
to the river on Wednesday I took my gun. I lost my gourd, and sent him to the river 
to see if he could find it ; he could not find it ; do not know whether he went to the 
river. Knew him since January 17 ; saw him before an acquaintance ; do not know ' 
him to have had any difficulties. I know he went to a justice of the peace and asked 
him in regard to hfiving a settlement between himself and Mr. Malone. I know of no 
difficulties he had with any one in his disposition. I consider him an ordinary man, 
and an obedient one. I consider his character as good as any nigger's. 

Cross-examination : 

I know nothing about his being put in a river only from what he told me. After I 
heard the knocking on Tuesday, and before I went to sleep the clock struck 2. Think 
that day would break at 4.30 a. m. He told me of the evidences of his route. Three- 
quarters of a mile from Newsome's well to the railroad ; from my house to where the 
horses were was one and three-quarter miles or two miles ; to the Newport road, be- 
tween a half and one mile. The river at tho place where I saw the boat was 800 yards 
wide ; to tho middle 400 yards. It would take a man to row a skiff from the middle 
of the'rivcr back to Avhcre I saw it, five minutes. Fresh tracks from Newsome's was ; 
going northeast. His character is good as tho average of niggers of the country. Can- 
not say as to his general character, do not know it. From my house to tho river, to 
travel the road he said he did, would be seven miles. Never saw him take a drink. 

Colonel MiNNis : 

Were any tracks barefooted ? ' 
I measured it at tho river and found it the same track as his ; from all I have heard 
speak of him his general character is good. 

J. C. GOODLOE. 

• DEFENSE. 

Robert Lindsay : I am a brother of one of the defendants ; no relation to the 
others. On the 15th day August I was at homo ; on the night of tho 15th August I 
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was at Holseapple's mill ; staid all night ; Mr. Holseapple staid with me that uight ; 
slept together ; I slept but very little ; I was ou a pallet ; he told me some one was 
stealing his corn, and wanted me to go up and stay at his mill, and see if we could not 
catch the thief; went to bed about 10 o'clock, and slept together; it was a little 
before daybreak when we got up. Mr. Holseapple's mill was between five and six 
miles from Newport. Mr. H. could not have been absent without my knowing it ; he 
scarcely moved but what he woke me up. I know William Henderson; I know his 
general character to be bad. I know Mr. Holseapi)le's character is as good as any 
man's in Colbert County. Henderson's character for truth and veracity is very bad, 
and would not believe him on oath. I slept two nights at Mr. Holseapple's mill, with 
him ; the nights of the 15th and 16th. The reason I left the mill before daylight is 
that it might not be known that wo were sleeping there, as we wanted to catch the 
thief. 

Cross-examination : 

I slept at the mill other nights ; went to the mill and left home between 8 and 9 
o'clock, just after the 8 o'clock train passed Cherokee; about 10 o'clock when I laid 
down ; about a long mile from where I lived ; I have staid about five nights altogether; 
cannot tell the dates of the other nights ; no one at the mill that night but Holse- 
apple and myself ; we both started from the mill together. I rode a black horse to the 
mill. I have known Henderson since four years ago ; was drunk when I first saw him ; 
do not know him to have ever been indicted. He had a case against Wm. Malone, and 
one at Tuscumbia. Know him to have a difficulty with Mr. liorton and Mr. Woodiin, 
about lies being told ; his character i!?bad, as every one considers him a very mean nig- 
ger. Mr. John Campbell caught him stealing ; saw my brother that night; h(^ was 
at home when I got there. 1 went in and went to bed ; had not slept much all night ; 
oni' room to the mill. 

ItALTEx; Was after daybreak when I got home. I could not say that he was there 
when 1 got there. 

Commissioner : I fix the date of my sleeping at the mill by Mr. Holseapple's bringing 
some fruit-jais and told me to send them up to his place on his wagon. My books 
show the date of the 15th to be the purchase of those jars ; and that night I hired a 
livery-horse and went up there. I am certain it is the same night of the day of the 
purchase of those jars that I slept at the mill. 

Ft. M. LINDSAY. 

George Kutiierf ord : Live in Colbert County, twelve miles south of Cherokee ; 
know ^Ir. Dnce Lindsay. On the 15th of the last August I was at Mr. D. Lindsay's; 
staid there the night of the 15th; slept with Duce Lindsay in the side room by the 
counting-room; went to bed between 0 and 10 o'clock; slept with him in the same 
bed; it was about day-light when I woke him uj) ; I was awake once dnring the night 
and Mr. Lindsay was in bed then ; do not know how far from there to Newport. Mr. 
Neal Garmin slept there that night ; was staying at Mr. Lindsay's ever since the 5th 
August; slept with him every night up to the time he came to Huntsville, except on 
Saturday nights. I slept m same bed when he came to Huntsville. I am not ac- 
quainted with Henderson : his character in the neighborhood where I live is a bad 
reputation. 1 do not think he has a good character as a truthful and a responsible 
man. I am certain that I slept there on the 15th. Mr. Holseapple and Mr. Malone — 
have not been acquainted with them long. ^Mr. Lindsay has as good a character as 
any man within my knowledge in that county. Mr. Holseapple's and Mr. Malone's 
characters are the same, as good as any man. 1 do not think I would believe Hender- 
son on oath, from a knowledge of his general character ; his reputation is bad, from 
good authority. Mr. Garmin slept in an adjoining room ; had slept there three or four 
nights. 

Cross-examination : 

I live twelve miles from Cherokee ; live in Colbert County ; went there on the 5th; 
am working there. I slept every night, except Saturday nights, in the same bed with 
him up to and after the 15th. Do not know what time I woke up. Went to sleep again 
and did not wake up until about daylight. Had no horse there. I was not out myself 
that night. Heard of Henderson's character before this aftair. Ho lived at Allsborough 
awhile with Mr. Harris. I was not acquainted with him then. It was some two years 
ago. I heard Mr. Harris and others, I do not remember, speak of his character. Mr. 
Woodfin, for another ; Robert Woodfin. 

GEORGE S. RUTHERFORD. 

Neal Garvox :• I live in luka, Mississippi. Have been in Colbert off and on since 
August 10. Worked there on the night of the 15th. I slept in Mr. Lindsay's back 
room. Mr. Duce Lindsay and Mr, Rutherford slept in side room. The door was open 
all night. Went to bed"^ between 9 and 10 o'clock, as near as I can remember. ^Ir. 
Duce Lindsay went to his room and pulled off his clothes. I got up next morning at 
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good daylight, and ho was there then. I was going ont of the window when they 
were putting on their clothes. Do not know how far it is to Newport. Do not know- 
Henderson. Know nothing of his character. Knew Mr. Lindsay and Holseapplo four 
years. I have not known any harm or anything wrong about any of them. They are 
just as respectahle as any men in Colbert County. I saw Mr. Duce Lindsay and Mr. 
Rutherford putting on their clothes on the morning of the 16tb. I saw them through 
the door as I went to the window. 

Ms 

NEAL -f- GARVON. 
mark. 

Witness : Jaimes M. Edgar. 

Alexander Maloxe : Live in Colbert County ; am the father of William ilalone ; 
and have known Mr. Holseapple and Mr. Lindsay for several years. Their character 
is as good as any man in Colbert County. From my knowledge of William Henderson, 
I would not believe him on oath. William Malone lives in the same house with me. 
On the night of the loth August William Malone was at home. Generally go to bed at 
8 or 9 o'clock at night. His little boy was very unwell at that time, and he and his 
wife were frequently up during that night. I heard them talking. There was a hall 
between our rooms ; do not remember it ^particularly that night. His child was in such 
a condition that it required attention during the night. From Lindsay's store to New- 
port it is little over six miles; from my house, Newport, two and a half miles; to 
Calvin Goodloe's, three miles. I am satisfied that it was before and about and after 
the 15th his child was sick and required attenttbn. He would have to come into the 
hall to pass from his room. The bolt makes a great deal of noise, and has waked me 
ui> frequently. 

Cross-examination : 

Have no particular recollection that night about going to bed. Hall between my 
room and his. There are windows in the room that went outside. I have known Hen- 
derson since January or February twelve months ago. He came to my house to work, 
and worked until Christmas. Had a difficulty with my son in getting to a settlement. 
Henderson is a bad character. Often heard men speak of his character. 

ALEX. MALONE. 

James Carter : I live at Mr. Malone's— Mr. William and Samuel Malone's. Lived 
there nearly two years. Was in Mr. Malone's yard on the IGth August. Remember 
the night when Henderson was taken out. Went to bed between d and 10 o'clock. 
Got up half an hour before day. Was up two or three times. Heard the dogs barking 
and making a good deal of noise. I have charge of the horses. Had them locked up 
during the night of the loth ; had the key in my pocket. Saw Mr. Malone about 
midnight ; saw a light in his room ; saw him in the room, waiting on his child, about 
midnight; saw him when I got up ; he was still there. His child was still sick ; sick 
afterward. I worked on the road once with Henderson. He spoke of some men being 
great enemies of his, and he was going to have spite out of them. Ho mentioned Mr. 
Malone's name as one. Henderson's character is not very good, from the way ho has 
acted with me and others. He is a man that don't like to see others do well. He 
stands well with some of his own people, and with others he don't. Heard him talked 
about a great deal. 

Cross-examination : 

Live at William Malone's ; have had no difficulty with Henderson, except some 
cross words once. I have heard him having difficulty down below " Fossick Square " 
with some men. I have no prejudice against him ; never carried a pistol for him or any 
other man. Remember particularly that on Tuesday night was up at midnight ; the 
dogs kept up such a barking in the lot that I thought that there was something going 
on. I 'found a strange dog was what they were barking at. Ho came to ray room and 
asked for the key to get his horse, as he was going to town. I learnt on Sunday that 
night was the 15th August. I am always asking questions in regard to the day of the 
month. I got up on Monday morning an hour to day. Did not tell Mr. Henderson 
that Mr. Malone had given me a bottle of whisky to raise a fuss with him ; did not tell 
it to him working on the road. Did not tell him that he had given Jack Dement and 
Charles Hamilton some cigars before Mr. Newsom's. 

his 

JAMES + CARTER, 
mark. 

Witness : James Edgar. 

Willia:m Mathews : Live in Colbert County ; live at Mr. Newsom's. Know William 
Henderson ; had a conversation on the road ; heard him say if ho could get a party 
of. men like himself and kill out all the God damned white men and yellow nig- 
gers, the State would be better than it is. Albert Goodloo was there. Henderson has 
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got no character ^vitb either white or black. From my knowledge of his general 
character, I would believe nothing he would say. 

Cro^s-examinatiou : 

Albert Goodloe, and Smith, Frank Taylor, (white man,) he worked at Mr. Raukius's. 
These are all 1 knov,- heard the expression. Think there were twenty-five or thirty men 
that heard that; can't remember the names of any others; Joe Greeuhill was not 
there ; Wash. Newsom was not there ; Frank Davis was there working in the party ; 
it was spoken on \yednesday, the sUme day that Henderson and Smith had made ui) 
a plot to strike me with a pick. I worked with the white men. This was between 
Mr. llolseapple's and Mr. Xewsom's places. I was passing by on a horse at the time, 
carrying it to the overseer of the road, who was up at the head of the men. 

his 

WM. -f MATHEWS, 
mark. 

W^itness : Ja^ies M. Edgar. 

Mahiox Matiikws : I do know William Henderson's character. Do not think ho 
is under good character. Would not believe him on oath. 

Cross-examination : 

I don't know as I could name any particular persons that spoke of his character : it 
was his condnct--his chat principally — what he said about other pe()ph\ I hiwv heard 
it said through the county that he was a bad man. Heard Mv. Campbell say so. 
From what I have seen myself, I would not btjieve him. Have heard him speaking of 
ilr. Coodlot^ in rough ways. I am acquainted with the character of defendants; 
their character is remarkably good— as good as any man in Colbert County. 

M. F. mathi:ws. 

]Mr. WooDFix: Live in Colbert County; know defendants; know them to have a, 
remarkably good character. I have seen Henderson ; his character among the negroes 
was very bad, especially on my place and Mr. Alexander's place ; they came to us and 
requested ns not to allow him on the i)lace, as he was a villainous liar; would not be- 
lieve him nnder oath. I live two miles from Allsborough. His character here among 
white and black is very bad. 

Cross-examination : 

Never had him enq)loyed ; ho came out to my place some five or six times, until tho 
negroes requested me to make him quit coming there. He tried to bin? to me; he was 
then living at Mr. Harris's; he said 3Ir. Han is was giving him $1*2; I ollered him the 
same; Harris told me that he said that he was ollered §15. 

liOBERT WOODFIX. 

Mr. HoRTOX: Live in Colbert County, and am not acquainted with Holseapple 
and Malone, but kuow Mr. Lindsay for many years; his character is good. I know 
Henderson; known him from IbG9; his general character is bad among both black 
and white; would not believe him on oath. 

Cross-examination : 

He lived at my house; ho lived with me ; he staid there abont four months, or a 
little longer; run off every two or three days; tried to do him some good; when he 
left the neighborhood for good I never heard of him until I met him on the railroad. 

liis 

AZAEANA -f HORTOX. 
mark. 

Witness : James M. Edgar. 

M. A. CA:siPiiELL: I live in Colbert County, in the Xorthens, six miles from Ch'erokee ; 
know the defendants; kuow their general character; it is remarkably good; kuow 
William Henderson two years last April; kuow^ his general character; it is remarkably 
bad; would not believe him on oath^ 

Cross-examination : 

I live four miles from where he did live ; think Henderson came to our house in April 
or May a year ago; never heard of his being sw^orn in court; beseemed to have a 
falling out with all the blacks ; to row a skiff from the middle of tho river to the bank, 
and fasten it, would probably take ten or fifteen piinutes, suppose tho river to be half 
ft mile Avide. 

M. A. CAMPBELL. 

Doctor Dement: 

Question. How long would it take a man to drown under water? 

Answer. A minute or a minute and a half; I think it would be impossible to stay 
under water ten minutes and struggle out. 
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HuNTSViiXE, Alabama, October 9, 1871. 
JOHN CALVIN GOODLOE sworn and examined. ^ 

By the Chairman : 
Question. State your place of residence ? 

Anstvei'. Colbert County, Alabama. My post-office is Barton, Alabama. 

Question. Are you acquainted with a colored man of the name of William Henderson? 

Answe7\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Did he ever live upon your place ? 
Anstver. He did. 
Question. At what time ? 

Answer. From the 9th of February to the 13th of August, 1871. 

Question. You may state what was his character for truth and veracity. 

Answer, I have testified, as I am willing to testify now, that he was an ordinary 

negro of common character — neither remarkable for veracity, nor did he have 

well, he never told me a lie m his life, that I know of. I took him to be a negro of 
ordinary character. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. Your testimony (referring to the record attached to the testimony of L. W. 
Day, on trial of Holseapple, Malone, and Lindsay) was : " His character is as good as 
ordinary negroes. From all I have heard speak of him, I consider his character like 
that of any other negro." 

Ansiver. That is it. 

By the Chaikman : 
Question. How is his general moral character ? 
Answer. It was average. It was not bad, so far as I know. 
Question. Was he an industrious man ? 

Answer. He was a very industrious man to labor— one of the best hands I had 
hired. That was his character in that neighborhood. 

Question. State whether you are acquainted with M. A. Campbell, sometimes called 
Dick Campbell. 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I know Dick Campbell very well. He lives within six miles of me. 

Question. State whether you refer to the same Campbell who was called against 
Henderson to prove his bad character on the examination held b6fore Mr. Day, the 
commissioner. 

Answer. The same Campbell. 

Question, What have you heard Mr. Campbell say in relation to Henderson's charac- 
ter as a moral man, or as a negro ? 

Answer. I heard Campbell make this remark : "You have got Henderson I said, 
"Yes, I have hired Henderson." He said, "He will make one of the best hands you 
ever had. He is one of the best hands I ever had on my place, but he is a great 
rascal," or " he is a great runabout." That Avas the word. 

Question, What do you know in relation to any outrage being committed on Hender- 
son about the 15th of August, 1871, by a band of disguised men ? 

Answer. I know nothing of a disguised band doing anything to Henderson. I am 
satisfied from the circumstances and evidence that I saw that Henderson was Ku- 
Kluxed, or dealt very roughly with, but I did not see who did it. I do not know 
whether they were disguised or not. I did not see the party. I only saw the signs of 
the damage. 

Question. 1 will ask you to state to the sub-committee whether you saw Henderson 
upon the morning succeeding the time when it was alleged that he was Ku-Kluxed. 

Answer. Mr. Chairman, if you will let me state the circumstances connected with it, 
I think it would be more satisftictory to the committee. 

Question. Very well, proceed in your own way. 

Answer. There is a good deal to make you understand it, that would, perhapi^ be useless, 
but I will start at Tuesday morning, on the 15th. Henderson came to me and told me 
that his wife had come to my house to worlc. I told him to take his wife and go away ; 
that she was annoying me. I was in the act of moving off, going to Tuscumbia, on horse- 
back, and I came back. He told me he wpuld take my advice ; that his wife had given 
consideraJble trouble, and would go toEastport, Mississippi, and go out of the State. I told 
him I would settle with him in the morning — it was late then. He went off, as I thought, 
to fix up before going away. I came out on my porch about 11 o'clock j the clock had 
struck before I left the room. It was a warm night. Henderson came up to the door, 
and said: "Master, if you are willing, I will not go away; Patience has got mc away 
from several homes, and this is the best homo I ever had ; I will go to Doctor Cross, and 
get her to come and get berthings and go away." I told him she could stay, but I said 
to him, " You are iu danger of being Ku-Kluxed." Some of these parties, accused 
siuce of Ku-Kluxiug him, had threatened his life, ho stated, and he had had them 
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bound oYcr to keep the peace. I told him I thought he had better go away, but ho 
might stay. He was a good hand and got very reasonable wages. He came after crop 
season commenced. I said, Yon take the Nellie mule and go to Doctor Cross, and tell 
him to come and see my little child, and bring your wife. You can ride the mule." 
He went off to his room. At 4 o'clock in the morning I waked up ; sent out a little 
boy to see if Henderson had made for the Doctor's. He reported that he had been gone 
a long time. It occurred to me that Henderson had taken my mule and had her 
hitched out all night. I sent to know when he went. The old man where he lived 
said, two or three hours ago." I did not think anything more about it until nearly 
sunrise, when Henderson camo in near where I was working in my garden. He came 
up back of the garden. He was entering the yard, and was attracted to the garden by 
me, and motioned me to come out. I thought lie had some message from the doctor. 
As soon as I got up to him, I saw that he was perfectly wet and looked very badly — as 
though he had been badly drunk or drowned. I asked him where the doctor was. 
He said '-Don't you know tho men carried me away last night?" I told him No." 
He appeared astonished. Without saying a word more, I called a little boy, and told 
him to take my horse and go for the doctor, and tell him during the day to call there. 
Then I returned to Henderson, and said, " Don't you tell nu^ no cock and bull story. If 
you have been thrown into the river, give me the evidence. I know the place, and I will 
see." He said he could do it. Tliat was a very dusty time of the year. He told me I 
could see his tracks from his house in my yard down to the corner of the orchard. 
He said they started west there, and concluded to go to tho railroad south to Avhero 
they stopped for a palaver, and he said I coidd see tho tracks there. He said 
there were five men, he being the sixth ; that on the road to tho river I could see the 
tracks though there wa^s much travel on it. He told me that at a quarter on 
my placi^, at Ragin's house, where the}' drank whisky, they spilled it, and cursed 
about the spilling. He said, if I Avent on to Newsome's well, I could see the 
sign again, and after I had passed his gin-house I could see tho tracks to the south- 
west corner of Newsome's field, where the four horses were hitched ; that they 
had two horses that dunged while he Avas there, and they had built a little tire as big 
as this, (he showing by his hands, as if holding it in his hands.) He said'that four got 
on the horses there, and one walked behind holding the rope that he was tied with, and 
went to the Newport road. He said that on tli(^ fu st corner of the fence, on tho New- 
some side, where the briars give out they stopped and pushed him on the fence, cross- 
ing it. He said that if I would go on to the river, I could see where they put him in a 
boat, not a dug-out, but made of plaidv ; that they poled him up th(i river with a 
long stick that had l)ark on it and that was crooked ; that, about one hundred yards 
above the mouth of the creek that entered into the river, I could see where he camo out 
by a log on the bank and puked. Ho also stated who saw him coming home, a Mr. 
Brown. I got my breakfast soon after, and without saying to him that I was going, I 
went to the river in the lirst place and saw tracks. I could tell his track, for he was 
barefooted. I could see his track where ho came out of the water for ten feet under 
the water. I could see the print of his fingers and his knees in the nnid as he cam*' out 
on all-fours. I saw where he fell down on the bank. There was the impivssion of the 
cloth seams of his breeches. I could see where he had moved a little up the bank and 
puked. There was the evidence there on the ground. He had thrown up considerable 
amount of watermelon seeds and i)each-peelings. I followed his track homeward and 
around. I found the tracks at the well, at the corner of the orchard, found the horse 
tracks, the hit('hing-i)laces, the dung, the little fire, the place where they put him on 
the fence, and had moved the top rails in doing so. I saw the dust on the rails, which 
looked like a barefooted person had stepped on the fence, and at the river, at the mouth 
of the creek, there was a crooked pole with bark on it. I then came home and told him 
to get away as soon as ho could, for I knew he would be killed if he did not, as these 
men had been satisfied that they had finished him. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Question. Did you see any marks of the rope on his i^erson ? 

Ansiccr. Yes, sir; there was an mdentation in his left arm, showing that a third or 
half of the rope had been buried in it ; and he was a bony negro too. He said his hands 
were tied behind him, but he thought he got loose through his hands. The mark on 
his right arm and wrist looked as if it was made by rolling — as if it had been made by 
the ropo rolling. There is jio doubt, in my mind, of his having been put in the river. 
The signs of Avhich he had told me Avere found exactly as he stated. I never saw any- 
thing so comydetely perfect in my life. I asked him how he had come to notice things 
so particularly, and he said they had, Avhen they called him, asked him to go out and 
hunt Cater, who had killed a man, and they made out they were trying to find him ; 
that they afterward said, Avhen they got him down there, that they were going to put 
hiui across the river, but not hurt hini. He said he did not then think that they would 
hurt him; that he thought about it all the time, and noticed them iDarticularly, He 
said they drank ; that they had vails over their faces, and they put n]) their vails fre- 
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qiiontly to drink; and that they lighted their cigars iu his presence Tvith lucifer 
matches. Ho did not state then, but when I came back he told nic, who they were. I 
did not think to ask him at. lirst who they w^ere. I am satisfied I heard them when 
they took him off. It was between 1 and 2 o'clock. I heard them knocking there, 
but I thought that it was him fixing up his wife's plunder. It did not attract my at- 
tention. 1 learned afterward, from'tho old man who w^as there, that they did make a 
noise. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. How many of the parties did he identify ? 
Ansivei'. Three positively. 
Question. Who were they ? 

Ausivcr. James Ilolseapple, William L. Malone, and C. C. Lindsay— commonly called 
Duce Lindsay. 

Question. Did these persons live in that neighborhood ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; near Cherokee. 

Question. Had he had any trouble with William Malone ? 

Juswer. Yes, sir; he had caused William Malone to go before the justice of the peace 
to make a settlement with him for his last year's work, and William Malone had threat- 
ened him, so he stated, and he had William Malone bound over to keep the peace. 

Question. Did he describe w^hat they did with him when they took him into the skiff 
in the river ? ^ 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. State to the committee all that he said on that subject. 

Answer. He said that one went into the skiff first. They tiiade him get in second. 
There was one behind and two before him — three in the skiff; that they poled up two 
or three hundred yards and then out. It was in the night, and it looked to be pretty 
nearly half-way across, when one said, "I am tired of i)ulliug the skiff; let this 
damned nigger wade across; it is shallow;" and with that the captain told them to 
heave him out, and they heaved him out, with his hands tied behind him and the rope 
on his left leg. 

Question. Did he say anything about a paddle being put on him? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You may state what he said, , 
Answer. He said ho commenced begging them not to throw him out, but one of them 
threw him out, and put a i)addle ou his neck and sunk him ; that he went down, and 
when he rose he could not see them ; that he heard them talking, and saw them on 
the bank. 

Question, Who did he say was the captain of the party ? 

Answer. I do not remember. I think the captain was one he did not swear to posi- 
tively — did not identify. I do not know that I asked him that question— I do not re- 
member. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Question. Is the water deep there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. The men who took him out knew when they took him to the deep 
channel. The steamboat chaunel is out about two hundred yards or more. In the 
middle he could have waded ; in fact, he could have waded out by himself within the 
width of this house if he had known the way; but there is a bar about two hundred 
and fifty yards from the mouth of that creek, and there is deep water. It is twenty ^ 
feet deep in places. 

By the Chairman: 

Question. Was it that deep iu the place he describes as where he was thrown in ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; ten or tweuty feet deep, I would say. It is where we fish with'the 
trot-lino, which you know, Mr. Beck, is always in deep water. 

Question. Did you ever tell Mr. Day, the commissioner, that negroes had no souls? ; 

Answer. Not to my recollectiou. I do not remember it. I have seen some that I 
thought had very little, and some I thought had more than some white men I have 
had, a great deal. 

Question. Did you ever make that remark to any one unless in jest ? 

Answer. Never in my life. It is not my belief, if it is so reported as expressed by me. 

Question. I will ask you to state if you are acquainted with a colored man named 
Jordan Wright ? 

Answer. Y'es, sir. 

Question, W^hat, if anything, do you know of your own knowledge, or from knowledge 
derived from others, in relation to his having been whipped in December or January 
last ? 

Answa\ Well, I know Jordan Wright. He was raised by me. He taught a school 
at Cherokee last fall and winter, and I know from general report that he was whipped 
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by men in disguise and made to leave the country. That is what everybody says, and 
svhat his brother told me. I have never seen the negro since. 
Question. How many were said to have been in the band ? 

Ansiccr. His brother told mo there were twelve or tliirteeu, and another negro, who 
went to his house, told me there were seven. 

(Jimtiou. What was Jordan Wright's alleged offense for which he was whipped? 

Ausurr. The alleged offense was that he taught school, I think, and they did not 
want him to teach a school. Some boys had hid the key to his school-house, and he 
reported to the school commissioner that they had locked up his school-house, and ho 
could not get in. They reported he was impudent in doing this, lie told me that was 
all he had said. The superintendent had told him to go back, and when ho got back 
he found they had put the key in the door. That is the only difQculty I ever heard of. 

Qncstion, What sort of a colored man is he / 

Ansii'u\ xV very respectable colored man ; as much so as any I know. He was raised 
right in my neighborhood. 

(Ju€sUo)L In what neighborhood did this occur ? 

Ansivcr, Thirteen miles west of Tuscumbia, on Limestone Road, in Colbert County. 

By Mr. Beck : 
Question. What was the date ? 
Ansiccr, Last winter, about Christmas. 

By the Ciiaikmax : 

Qacsiion. You say he left that neighborhood, and has not been back to your knowl- 
edge f 

Ansiccr. He left, but he has been back.. He disappeared until recently. He is now 
in Tuscumbia, at his brother's, near my place. He has been working on an island. I 
asked l^is brother why he went there. He said he did not want to be seen, and he 
wejit there to work. His mother lives there. The impression was that he had gouo 
to ^lississippi, or somewhere else. 

(Jiustion. Do you know, of your own knowledge, or are you informed, of any other 
violences coimnitted by men banded together within the last two years, in your section 
of tlie country '/ 

Ansiccr. I think not. I know of none as disguised men, or men banded together at 
night. I cannot thinlv of any. 

By Mr. IU'CKLEy : 
Question. I believe you have j)lanting interests? 
Ansiccr. Yes, sir. 

Question. What ellect upon the la])or of your community do these outrages have? 

Ansiccr. It has had, in my Honest opinion, a good effect in my immediate locality, 
because the negroes have behaved Ijctter there than anywhere I have ever heard of, 
or better than could be expected. I have thought they were intimidated by this 
thing at the start, and that was, perhaps, one of the causes of it. The status of tho 
negro in my neighborhood, in my opinion, is better tlian it is anywhere else. They aro 
working well and are treated well, and are not afraid of anybody, I think. I do not 
think tiiey are afraid of being Ku-Kluxed. 

By the Ciiaikmax: 
Question, Do they generally vote at elections? 

Ansiccr, Yes, sir. They have not voted in the last two elections much. I went to 
the election on j^urpose to see. I went for a motive; I wanted a friend elected, and I 
went in order to try to get some votes for him, I attended that X)recinct, and the ne- 
groes did not vote, but they told me, when I tried to get them to vote, that it was not 
from intimidation that they did not vote; that they were not afraid, but they did 
not Ivuow what they were voting. Some of my own negroes told me so. I owned a 
good many before the war. I wanted them to vote for a man for sheriff, and I thought 
they were afraid when they would not do it, but they said they were not ; they did not 
nuilerstand what they were* voting for. If the negroes are intimidated by the Ku- 
Klux there now, they do not express it. I think the hanging of three negroes in Tus- 
cumbia, three years ago, had the effect to intimidate them; but in Tuscumbia, now, 
they vote to a man. 

Qncsdon, Would not such cases as William Henderson's and Jordan Weight's naturally 
intimidate them ? 

Ansiccr, No, sir. I think they looked upon that as a personal difQculty between these 
men and Henderson. I think the negroes so looked upon it. 

By Mr. Buckley ; 
Question. To settle that personal trouble Henderson resorted to law ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Question, And had these parties hound over ? 
Ansicei\ Yes, sir. 
Question, Before vi^hom^ 

Ansiccr. Before Squire Green, of Tuscumhia, and one of them went up voluntarily, 
without any evidence, and submitted and gave bond. He said he was guilty, and had 
been wrong, and submitted a bond, so I understood. I was not there. 

By the Chair^ian : 

Question. Do you know of any cases of conviction and punishment for outrages by 
men banded together and disguised in this seeVon of country ? 
Answer, I do not, in my section. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question, You have heard, have you not, of other cases in this section of the State, 
where disguised men have taken out parties and whipped them at night ? 

Amxccr. I have heard of one case recently that occurred in Limestone County, the 
only case I can think of now. 

Question. What case ? 

Aimver, It is a case in which a man named Sam Moore was put in jail here. 

By Mr. Beck : 
Question, Weir's ease ? 

Answer. Yes, sir j I know Weir, when I see him. 
By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. Speaking of your schools in that section of the State, do not the planters 
there generally favor schools for freedmen ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question, And who is it that opposes these schools ? 
Answer. A rabble of trifling men. 
Question, What kind of men ? 

Answer. Poor whites, the negroes call them. They thought the negroes would get on 
an equality with them if they went to school. The intelligent men have built school- 
houses several times, and encouraged them. 

Question. The planters find it to their interest?' 

Ansioer. Yes, sir ; and if it was not to their interest, they would not throw obstacles 
in their way ; the community there want schools, negro schools particularly ; that is, 
the good part of the population do. 

Question. Have you heard of any other schools being broken up ? 

Answer. No, sir. There is a trifling negro there, with not as much sense as a ram, 
teaching a school, and he is unmolested ; a negro that gets drunk and runs about, and 
is generally trifling. On jiccount of this outrage the people have turned the other 
way. As to Ku-Kluxes going about, pretending to be Ku-Klux, in my own opinion 
there is no Ku-Klux. 

Question. Do you think that an organization of that kind did exist in this portion of 
the State ? 

AnsiCci: I think it did, three years ago, and the best people of the country were 
in it. 

Question. You think it has been disbanded ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; for two years or more. 

Question. And bad men use that to rob and commit depredations? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir; to gratify x>ersonal grievances and spite. 
Question. You have no difficulty in executing the law here? 

Ansiver. Ko, sir. In my opinion, as to Ku-Kluxing, a very sorry class of people get 
into it, and they will swear a lie to prove anything they want to. 
Question. You think they are bound together by an oath ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; but I do not know about their oath myself. The people are as 
much disposed to enforce the law in North Alabama as in Massachusetts, in my opin- 
ion ; that is, the bono and sinew of the country. 

Question. But there is a difficulty in identifying parties who commit crime in the 
night and in disguise ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; and would be if there was never a Ku-Klux. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question, Have you been connected with the court as foreman of the grand jury 
lately ? 
Answer, Ye^, sir. 

Question, What was your experience in the investigation before the grand jury, as to 
the condition of your county ? 
Answer, I have been foreman of a grand jury twice, four courts back, and the last 

ur 



